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Aretie Survey, % s
1957 —3

A survey and gane patrol was condusted to twelve Eskimo villages in the
Aretic from April 24 to May 2, 1957. )

The survay was lllld. by Agent Ray Tremblay and myself, using a Cessna 180
airnlane N74L2.

The main purpose of this trip was to determine the wildlife use and ‘
ecnnomic status of each villapge. This information is not intended to be o s complete
as the renort by Supervisor Woolford in 1954, but only to learn the take of earibou
or other major wildlife forms and the unearmed monetary intake of each village.

On arrival in each village, contact was made with the chief or a council
| smber and a meeting called and conducted in the schoolhouse. We generally inter- r
viewed the head of each family or all hunters in the village. The total take of
caribou was obtained, also of Polar bear, and notes were made of the use, abundance
or scarcity of other forms of wildlife, The school teacher or postmaster was able
to furnish us with the total umearned income for each village and, in some cases,

- the earned income also,

Their problems and recommendations with regard to wildlife were taken and
discussed,

Clear weather prevalled during the entire trip, although two days of high
winds were encountered.,

KOBUK: =
Population 55 - 9 families - 2
No. of dogs 66 ‘
Caribou taken 30

Beaver 1
Unearmed Incomse: :
No. Type . Month Year 4
8 0ld Age Compensation $400 $4,,800
5 Unemployment " 780 %,628 (6 nos.)
3 Aid Dependent Children = 105
_ TOTAL 210,750

Annual wnearned income per capita - $166.90
Annual uneamed inecome average per family 1,020.00

e

©  Caribou were not present in sufficient numbers to furnish necoaury neat.
Rabbits and ptamigan, being very abundant, wers heavily utilized. A request for an
open season on moose in the upper Kobuk was made. They were informed we would attempt
to make a thorough eensus of the Kobuk drainage before the next commission meeting to
determine the population before a season eould be opened.

Dog salmon and Shee fish run was excellent. A request for an earlier duek
season was made, :

Mudshark (Lingecod) have been taken in large mumbers through the ice this
winter; a haul of 180 in one night was made recently.
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Pepulation 165 (32 femilies) (32 men with 20 present)

Dogs 172

Caribou take 106

Beaver - 19 . .

Uncayned Income:

- No. Type Month  Year -
L Old Age Compensation  $286 93,432
" 5 Uneaployment " ‘ 800 4,800 (6 mos.)
44444 7 Aid Dependent Childran 545 6,510
o TOTAL 314,772
Annual wnsarned incoms ver eapita - - §8L,69

, - ~‘ . Annusd uneamed inco:ne average per family -$136.62

ol The Shngnak Na‘cive atore reports doing $20, 000 worth of business during
1956 ‘A eonsldsrsble ameunt of geods ays also pnrchased fron Kotzebue and from
; various mail«orﬂar housesa :

N Cafi’bou ware not present in 1arge nmnbers, and rabbi‘hs were used extenaively

,,;-fof meat, Few fish were taken, the exeuss being too many Shes fish are being taken

..+ on the lower river and near the mou’c.h of the river,  Ptarmigan were also plentiful
and beiﬂg utilizedo T T T : '

Most of the men had worked during the past sumner a‘%. various const.ruction
‘Jobs, ) They complained of hard times and stated a number of their dogs had died of
starvation becanse they were una:bla to get rocd for them, _

ST Paﬁulation:' 2 296 (over 1 year) (35 familiea)
" .k - ”mgs o PA

“.. . Caribou taken 30

~Unsamed Incomes «
' No. Type © Momth  Year
23 01d Age Compensation $1,265 315,180
. ? Unemployment " : - -
17 A%d Dependent Childrem 1,309 215,708

2 Aid to Blind 130 __1,320
o TomAL | ‘3?“"&‘?‘32926’8’

A Annual uneamsd income psr canita - $108.80
- Annual uneamed inccae average par famjly - "'920 22

R -Several of the men went to Kotzob\ze to find work the past. sumsy, but an]g
twn repcrted t.o hs:m worked a little and retumecl to Selaw&k '

S “As mdieated few earibou were taken, these ware found forty miles east of
thaa villageo Rabbits were scaree, but Shee fishing is very geod, One fisherman
. caught 100 in 2 days fiahingo The average fishemman caught 40 Shee fish per day .
:»‘dnring the spring months. "Ptarmigan are reporied to be searce, also, A few pike
. are takcm trom the slsugh in tha villageo : :
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Ore old Tskime who weighed, at least, 275 pounds inquired if we had
scen any dusks yet and stated he was sterving., He rsached cut and rubbed a very
fat pauneh and related how hungry he was and how starved he wzs for ducks.

Population 184 (L0 families)
No. of dogs
Caribou taken 250

Unearnad Incone:

No,, Iiype Month  Jear
L 014 Age Compensation $255,50 $3 060 - :
21 Unemployment " 1,130,00 ,,780 (6 mos.)
Ald Devendent Children 550,00 6,600
2  Soeial Securliy 77,00 9214 _
Veterans Pension
_ , TOTAL g“‘”g"g“’Z”g
hnnual unearned Ineowe per eanita - 8142,08

Annuez]l woarned ineome averags psr family - $653.60

The Kiana arez had a graat sbundancs of rzbbits and ptamalgen were alao
plentiful., Two grizzly and one blaek bsar werz teken in April 1957 whieh wers
@atsn, As indisated a‘mve; et least bel? of ths men wore engagf»d in esnstruction
wrk at Kedzsbue and various defimse installations during the pasd sumer,

NOORVIK:

Populatien 350, app?ox%.mataly (55 femildesz, appzmdaately)
No. of dogs
 Caribou taken 25

.

Unezrned ;néoae: ' i :
No, Type : Menth Jear

23 0ld Ags Compensation $7,182 f11,18)
9  Unemployment 7 1,440 8,640 (6 mos,)
12 Aid Depsndent Childrem 940 11,280
15  ANS Welfare . T3 3 092 (4 noso) ‘
- TOTAL $37,196
Amu2l unearned income per capita = $106.27

Annnal unearned incems average per family - $676.27

The Noorvik people used mainly fabbiis for meat during the pést winter,
211 gble-bodied persons in the village would participate in rabbit drives which &

. somctime netted 1,000 rabbits. Hers,sgain, an Eskimo asked how things in Fairbanks'

wers, We stated, "The snow is gone, it's warm and lots of dusi®, He blurted,
"Lots of 'dueks’ you sayi} We haven’t seen any yetin

A comparison of pne@s at the Heorvik Native stors is noted below for
195& and 1957, .

1954 : h 19 7 .
Flowr $12.70 $16.60 CT,
Sugar .08 020 LB,
Coffee 1.20 1.50 1B.
Mk ’ 9,80 9,60 Case
Reindeer - © .40 1B,




The people here were taking advantage of the Shee fishing and wers
doing very well,

NOATAK: S |
T Population = 315 (40 families, 60 sehool children)
No, of dogs :
Caribou taken 362

Unearned Ineone.

o. Typge = . . lMonth  Year

‘N

"8  Old Age Compensation § 417 £5,004
?  Unemployment " 1,200 7,200 (6 nos°)
.6  Aid Dependent Children 503 6,036

.6  BIA Relief | 30 3,720
1 Social Sesurity 18 26

N TOTAL | §23,176

Annual uneamed income per capita - =% 70,10

B Armual unearned 1ncome average per family ~=$55a°&0

' : ‘l‘he Noatak Eskimos leave the villa.ge in late May or. early June and travel
by boat to the coast summer camp of Sheshalik for sealing and whaling, returning
to Noatak before the fall freeze-»up., R

Host of the ymmg wen worked on eonetruction Jobs during the past sumer,
o One nooae was geen' durlng the aprlng near the village., ' Rabbits and
vtarmican were 'searee, -'The earibou did not appear in largs numbers, and a doga :

" team trip of 40 or 50 miles ‘was neeassary to obtain caribou, One grizzly bear was .
: taken during the eprlnga S o

KIVALINA°

. Populetion 132 (23 families, 32 sehool ehildren)
" . No, of dogs C 162 . A
. .Caribou taken == 35

- Polar bear taken‘ 0

Uneamed Income.‘ i
:’—':;:_ 7 Old Age Compensation $h,878
"2 " Aid Dependent Children
? .Army Dependents Allotments 943

7 ';_.BIA Relief - 1,350
el oL TOI'AL ' ‘573171 E
o Annual wearned incone per capita -8 54,32

Annual uneamed .’mcene average per ramily- $311.78

""" The following is copied from _the ANS school teacher's report at Kivalina;
Eit is the annual report coverinp the year 1956:




KIVALINA - 1956

Caribou and watorfowl 62,000 1bs, $1.8,000 Personal . )
Seal, walrus and whals 60,000 1bs, 15,000 012,1,000 lbsg sold,5, OOO u5<
Berries and greens 1, 800 lbs, -180 Personal
Fish 6 200 1bs, . 8,800 2,000 1lb.seld, h 200 ib, used
Other nativs. fbod produetu 75 1bs, 150 25 1lbs,.30l1d, 50 lbs. used
Raw furs 650 3,500 300 sold, 350 uszed
Skin sewing produe%s - 370 L,,5C0 150 soid, 220 ussd
Ivory ecarvings 25 75 Seld :
Arts and erafts : 380 1,150 Seld
Gress ineome of arts & crafts 9,225 Expenses §100 )
INCOME: . ‘ . |

Wages (Non Indisn Servies) $35,929

Other wages 1,061

istribution of Familiss by Estimated Inecmes:
(Cask and Wetiwe Produa»s)

Total Famllies §400 to $300 to £750 to $1,000 tc $1,500 te $2,000
: $h99 $749 $999 $1,499 . $1,999 and over

23 1‘ 5 2 &6 -1 8

The sbove report is submit ed anrmually by ail ARS teaehers;Athe accuraéy
is qaastionablen S . : :

At Eivalina a shop has been installed, and students ars making jew@lry
(ear-rings, necklaess, eulf links, tis-clasps, etgo) from earibou hcoves. The
eraitemanship 1s very fine. One boy averages from three % six dollars in an after-
RCOR. ~ )

The pesple report "quite a few"” wolverine taken and éﬁggest a longer
seagon of Oclober to Mareh, with February producin~ the best skins, More snow
than usual is reported. Twenty-two seals were taken in one night by two hunters
in April. , : . . 4 =

POINT HOPE:
Populstion 267 (53 femilies, 73 school children)
No. of dogs '
Caribow taken o -

Polar bear taken 26 (Dee, 1956 to Apt’il 25, 1957)

S .
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_POINT HOPE: (cont'd)

Unearned Income: (Teacher's report)
0ld egzs Comepnasstion, Aid to Blind;,

and Aid Dependent Children »pl.l. 573
BIA Reliaf '
TOTAL $16»7§2
Armual wmearned incoms per eapita - § 62,85

Annual unearned ineome per avarage family - $316.6L

$57,272 earned inecme from arts and erafts and considered
value of seals, whales, polar boars, ebc., taken,

The people all responded to & wmeeting in the school, and we eonsidemd
it the besh meetingg from all viewPoints , of any condueted. .

' : .They repart the loss of from $1,800 to £2,000 per month for the village
for the months of March and April due to airplene hunters taldng Polar bear near

~ the village. They claim March is the best Polar bear month for them, but from
January te March is their general bear hunting psried, It wes further stated they
generally travel thirty to forty milee for bsar, They rent dog-team and driver to
white bear hunters for twenty dellars per day,

2 The o’l d=timsz3s repord Polar bear occaslonally bsar young around Cajpe
sburra and Cape Thompson, and take the youmg out of hibernation in April, * "In

. ‘Mar-’h on 1and bew poke saall hole in saew and peek oub®,
They request alw, & loager mlverine 8eason.,

. Dur.‘mg Jammr?, 285 seals were takem° They requested us to send them _
e -some bulletins on how many vheles ars being taken by outfits along the “est ecast .
of Nor'th Amerlez and by Jatra.n aad Ressia, :

_ They took two bow-head whalez duwring Ap’fﬂ

Popnlation 30 (7 fewiles, 9 sehool children)
No., of dogs : : ‘
Caribou takem 76
Pelayr bear‘taken 3
‘Unezrned Income: -

Old Age Compensatiens Soeial Security,

- Aid Dependent Children, Bling, and -

BL& Relief: $1,812

Annual unearned income per caplta - $ 60,40
Annusl tmea*ned income average per family - $258.85

Totsl Earned Income: $33,365.26
(Arts, erafts, and velue of sgals, whales, etco
Furs and hz.des Valu&d at $335.)

e . Caribou wera reported in the ares sinee Ostober 1956, seattered during
. the fall 5 bu.t plentiful all winter, In the spring they turned %o seal hunting,

b
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Threa of the men worked for thres menths in the 1 7 Puge el and Drake
1l i o Lhintyed pe rien ab
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gonstruction, There ars

The pevple rocouwmend a wolwerine saason from October 1st to Yay 1ste.
Two land obter wers seen by & aztlveo trapper on the Kukpowrvk River during the
511 o 1556,

Population 250 (LS families, 55 sshool children)
No. of dogs
Caribon taken 872
Polar bear tazken 15
(2 boar taksn by white hmmiers, untnswn)

Dnoarred Ircomes Year
0ld Age Compensshion and -
Soeizl Sesudty $1,200
Army Degendents 1,200
Aid Dependent Children and '
BIA Relie? : 9,000
© TOTAL 811,460
Annual wiearnsd Income per capiba «~ § L7.50

Armual unearned income sverage per family - §253.33

A mesting with Swenbty=-four men present was held which was intervesting
ac well as exasperating al times, The earibou taken durisg the wiater wers
found thirlty to forty milsz from the village and were plentiful.

Ho roecmmendstions were mads on wolverine, exceprt they wondersd what %o
o if thoy were saught in Yox traps afier wolvsrine season clesed. I geme them
he siock angwer; whersupsw I w2s immedlatsly presanted with a rezently killed
wolvering that bzd been wbbing 3 sachs, .

o [

. A fzw lynx wsrz reporbed;, the Tirst, they claizm 4o have gsasn simes 1929,
Oaly Pifey zerle wore talken during the wintaw,

The grouwp rescozmconded White fox scavon 9 continwe e March 30, as thay
are orime untll then. The young wers reperted to be bomn in June; mitlng ceonrred
in April. Avorage pries per pelt was $16.00. Polar bear smme in for the veual
rorors of alrplams humiors lsaving tho meet ouwt and talking bear toe near the
villags,

Upon inforuing tham that ws may eud the limiit on bear to ene, a contvo-
vorsy avese, They fell they wars being taken advantags of, They wers reminded
that 2lthough the 1imdt was thres cach, the whole village had taken only fiftesen
bears. Laughber broke outy and thy srgment ended,

Ftarmigan sesesn was attacked, It sesus the ptarmmigen arrive or beeome
huntable arsund May 1si, Ho pharnigan ave availeble during the £33 s and hunting
in the winter darkness is -~ poor? They state, "White man’s season no good for
Esldme,® Prarmigan lay thelir eggs in June.



Ducks ond geess arrive in May and return past Icy Cape in September,
Thiz 4ncludes Brani; Whits fronit, Snow gease, Eldax%s 0ld squew, Pintaile,
¥allards, and loons. Icy Caps wesn reported to be the placs we should count ths
bimis in May and Septambar, Few or no s8ggs ars roporied to be gathered.

POINT BARROW:

This village, like Kotzebue, with its readily noticsable dislike for
white men makes it diffieult to obtain sufficlent or accurate information for
& complete or aceurats repori.

Most of the cariboun taken wore brought in from Meade River on the eat--
train hauling cosl. The operator of this train figured he had hauled in about
500 catriboun during the winter's operatien,

Hera, again, the Polar bear eituation csainat sirplans hunting was
strongly sxprassed,

A number of the Bskimo men pald inesme tax or $15,000, cns individual
on 219,000, from salaries gained from the neerdy radar inauallation as well as
being a shipping poiat to cther DEWline stztions alemg the esast,

Unearnsd Income:

Ro, Iype Month Iear
28 0id Age Compensation 31,685 $20,220
Aid Dependent Children 2,192 26,304
(20 parents & 55 ehildren)
1l Blind 90 1,080
TOTAL §57, %ot
ANAKTUVUE PASSs
Pepulatien 82 \13 familios - ne school)
Caribou Taken 2,000 \estLEateal
Unearmied Ineong:
Noo  Iype ¥onth Tear
"2 0id Age Compensation %130  $1,560
Aid Dependent Children 330 3,960
(3 parents and & children)
TOTAL 85,520
Annusl umearned incoms per sapite -8 67,32 ‘

Annual unesrned incomé average per family - $42L.61

Caribou have bewn aweiiabls to the Eskinss et Anakiuwvuk Pass all winter.
It is estimated approxdmately 2,000 animsls hawe been taken., A eertain amount of
resaentsent was expressed against airplane wolf huntors taking wolwves neay the
villags vhich lessens the Ezkimos chancss of obbzininmg bounty momey. This villags
was visited early in April and the above information was cbtained,



TABLE, OF UNEARNED INCOMES - 1954 and 1957

VILLAGE POPULATION  NO, OF FAMILIES TOTALS PER CAPITA AVERAGE PER FAMILY
195, 1957 1954 1957 1956 1957 1954 1957 1951 1957

Kobuk 53 55 9 9§ 6,400  $10,740 $120.75 $166,90  $7LAL  §1,020.00
Shungnak C 142 165 k2 32 M,643 14,772 81,99 . 84.99 277,21 436,62
Kiana 78 18, 44 40 16,808 19,36k  9hoh3 142,08 382,00 653060 g,
Noorvik 300 . 350 64 55 23,460 37,196  78.20 106,27 366,56 616027
Selawik 300 296 52 35 30,720 32,208 102,40 108,80 590,76 920,22
Noatak 290 = 315 45 10 25,520 22,176 88,00 70,40 567.11 554040
Wednwright 225 240 11 L5 15,000% 11,400 66,67 A7.50  365.85 253,33
Polnt Bevrow ~ 1,200 1,250-60 175 250,000 47,6043 208,33 «  1,428,57 -
fnaktuvilt Pass 75 A82 13 13 4,368 5,520 - 58,2, 67.32 336,00 421,61

. TOTALS $383,919 $2oo;9ao

'NOTE: % Wainwright ressived $4,,000 Gowernment 1ife insurance.

#t  Point Barrow uncarnsd inseme fer 1957 is figured only on Aid Dependent Children, Old Age Cés«zpensatibn,
and Aid to Blind, Unemploysent compensation figures were. ssemingly wnobtainable,

- it
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CARIBOU TAKE

VILLAGE MAY 1953 -  MAY 1955 =  MAY 1956 - JANUARY 1956 -
o MAY 1951 MAY 1956 MAY 1957 - JANUARY 1957

Kobuk 25 350 30
.. Shungnak T 250 2,700 106
 Klena - 800 2,000 - 250

' Noorvik 20 1,125 25

selawik 150 - 30
Nostak - 750 1,650 362
Kotzebue ; 1,000 2,050 ‘ 50
/7 Kivalina : 500 550 35

" Peint Hopo - 75 .0

L. Polmt Lay - 500 3 76
i Venweignt 1,000 550 &2
" ‘Point Barrow 2,000 700 £00
.'{'Anaktuvuk Pass A‘Z,OOO - 2,000
Hoghes ‘
" Huglda
vKojﬁk@k

. Stévans

N O O B O

.. Beaver

"~ Venetie 55

\,,A» |
S ot
g.wfl o ";_".f,'[" T 2 -
. R EE e

i}» Aretic Village H‘ | 326

TOTALS 9,175 11,893 4,136 381
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VILLAGE 1954 19
Kobuk | 25 30
Shungnak 250 106
Kiana _ 800 . 250
Noorvik | 200 ' 25
Selawik | - ‘ 150 30
Noatak . 750 _ 362
Kotzebue ’ 1,000 50
Kivalina N 500 35
. Point lay . . s00 - 76
' »'Wamﬁright 1,000 .. 672
Point Barrow " 2,000 5003
 hnaktuvule _ 2,000 . 2,000%
Peint Hope o S , o _,__g
TOTALS Coears
NOTE: # Covers 12 menth peried preseding date of visit. )
. Eao Eatimatéd_fign?es | | '. ‘ - o
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CurTipoy weve not penorally svsilshle on the Kobuk and Noatsk Rivers,
Tt appesys thot due o & light sneviall on the Avctie Slope; the caribou ie~
azinad Lhere througheut the winber, generally inland from Point Lay east to ths
‘olville River., Filots and residents of the area rsport light snow coverage
and report earibou scabtered on the flats betwaen Berrow and the Colville, "just
thiek emough to mele a laanding hazardous?® over the ares in genersl, They weore
ronerally not near any village, which aceounts for the redused take.

It is surprising to note the imterest the Fskime has with regaxd to
ths various game seasone, One e¢ould expsel them to be inmdifferent, partiecularly
if we conslder the infregqusnt patrel work done aslong the Arctie Coast,

The caribou take veported herein is as aciually rsported by the village
groung unless otherwise noted, In ease of those not attending the mestings, an
averacs was figursd for theam and added to those raported.

"Have you over conducted a mesting and asked a question, only to be

answazed by a complebe silence and the inkenss, stoie stare of thirty paivs of
blaek eyes???" Oh; well,.:.ss

STAN S, FREDERTICKSEN
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