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an”pépulaflpd;\ The lagoen is descerlibed In a blological

, —
sense, 142 bHlrds are-descrited In terms of feeding habits, Faw exist
- - \\__"’_:______,

without recourse to ihz |agoon,

~invertebrate comminlty and the small fishas of ths eeloross beds. The

A
pot

Sora. are carniverous, fesding in The

t

waterfowl are divided bhetween herbivory and carnivory, all dlrectly or

Indlrectly dependent on the selgrass,

T

of shorebirds depe

.

The qulls, tern

alvorads gull, The rap

Extremely abundant populations

nd on the largs Invertebrate populaticns of the lanocon,

7 e

and divers all feosd cn saatlf fishes but for cns win=

aors, all cpon country types, esre discussed.

Typical of northera arcss the mumber of speclics is not largz, but saveral

of the populations are large.

The impertance of the lagoon Is emphasized,
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+he Paclific side of the Ponlnsula.

srily reflect the character of The

insect eaters that

Ctoe Ay . 43 S}
tars thelr fosd on The wing.

ensray and prevalence of

a stable populution despl

wind creats The circumstances such that

present In dh

sweliow Dldonieene Gdeolen (Yielllot

L. have benan unsuccessful,.

wod bd Lovoe boan bHlown awoy
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it is probably In this way

orntroras,

Nedosndit edoddr Glilson

P 1. 1~ ~ b -
thae beouches In cliose
.
i Y - o I ~
cn Tho {orvaey puple and

moarins iavertebraios.  Liti

! have ohsarved the hbank swallow feedling on

o suallouse  Taoy are miorand

seroanent ra

craivorss,
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vegetation and to a Iimlted extent the alder thickets whers the Insects,

hlding from the wind, are To be found. They take such seeds as come their

way, and berries in scason. The mostT abundant of these Is the Lapland

lOﬂ)_“dF Caloaiing Lapronders (L), a wigrant that arrives oﬁ the lzzabek
uplonds by thousands in early “ay, Tisy, togsther wiih Tne-rov“ sandplpers
Calilnis nlilociionis (Coues), produca The nuptial calls that ere the harbingers

of spring on tho Aleska Peninsuiae. Less conspicuuus end more restricted 1o

il

pecific habitat: ars the migratory water piplt Aidiuts spdneleiia (L.), yellow

]

warbicer fenrodes pedecida (L.), Wilson's warbler {lsonda pusiida (Hilsond,

savannah sporrew Passesicilis $ald-adeizisds (Gmelin), colden=crowned sparrow

il 4 T ~ . - TS R e . )
Zoine Tleida wWleapilia (Gmelin), fox sparrow Passerefda aca (Herrem); and

the resident gray-crowned rosy finch Lewodllicts Zoparocoids (QVdInfon) and
snow sunting Slecliesicnar wdlvaics (L,). The only pussurine that approaches

eater e glco ths emallest, ths common

- \'»\

359) reportod 257

%)

b - P S S E U . -
I"‘t.:u;i}dli Acuuviinlé 3{,.(;.-.!:";1'( (L.). CGabiriclson and L]f} in (¢

aniwni matter and 75% vegetable in suiner food, with nearly 1805 seads In

-
5]

winTer, Tney are poermanent residents of ina lzombek area, znd may be seen
in winter gathering scads from the common umbal ietaedewn Lanalwn tilehx, and
the alder Alnus crispa (Alt.) Fursh stiaaiz (Regel) Hult,, the oaly plant

that assurs a supply of seeds in winter,

sur other noteworthy pzsscorinss lnnabit the lzembsk arca. The blacke

billad m2gpic Mdea oLen (L.3 is uncorron, perhaps as Gatrislson and Lincoln
(125%3) sucgest becausc its lona Tail is a hanaicap in a "orisk" winde Though

scirce tiey ars panéanenf residents, and appear largely carnlvercus. The
eron raven Cotvid conix L., orth soorics's lorgest szsserina is conspicuously

prosent as o parmanent resident in considerable numbars. These grezt black
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bfrds congregate at the town garbage dump in winter, but forége videly In>
suhmdr when tho tide flats of lzesibek Lagoon lay expozc during daytizont
hours, Here, in competition wita the g!fucoua-winoei sell Lows glauccseen
Saumann, the ravens seek any haplass invertebratae, The rosflfrequenf victim,

because of Its abundancs, Is the helmet crab Telnzssus; -ut any protsia, dead

~

or alive, Is taken. Epgs and young of other birds, carrion, aicroiing rodents,

fcod of tha raven

Lt

and dead and dying salmon in seasza all contribute fto 4

~

in legend. The

ams furnish spawnin
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and Dolly Varden char Sadvelinus railma (YWalbeun), which 3s small fingariings

furnish part of the dipper's dict. Tne rast conslisfs of zquatic InsweTs,.

The lzemboek area in small nurbers, fe::ixn on small >irds and microting rod:

Cn the scale of encrgy flow in Tho lzembek scosysten the passcriacs

olgy Hittle role, for their pumcers and bleomzss ars ovarshadowed by ciher
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birds that inhakit The lagoon In cn2 or mor

ecoromy of an aborlginail human pozuletion the passerinns would also doubtless

<
(i
-
©
:’-
o

.coniribute little rore Than craamaniation (Spaulding 1935) but there

occupying the Alcutian Is znds ana the higher slevaticns of tas Alasia

Peninsula, andg the willow pyarizon Lane,as Cizenus (LoY which Inhabits

B

Tho Jouir a2lovations of tho Aluzs=z Poninsuila and Unlazx Istand,  In tas



| Zerebawr srua the willowvg%érnigan is much the nmors commanénd In tlmas of
~eonss A consticucus faature of tho landscana. Gofh_s;ecies are
strictly horbivorous In the lzewzek raglcn, excopt that as chicks fhey may
fake insccis. Buds and berrlss of Uipalues wdgiun and Yiocdndive vLlig-daex
L. ndws (Loddl) Hult., buds and icaves of Radix spp. aad seaula azzd L.
exiids (Sukatsch.) Hult,, and baszl leaves of Toun smorepapiluws Willd,

S

saciteragliun and Cawi calbidfotie Vanzles conprisz The princlpal focds of

the willow ptarmigan In ~he lzawsak reglon. Thz basal lsaves of these two

v

5 of "zt rermain green anid crow slowiy In «infer, Lence are availsble

fa—

F\
“1’
and utilized vear round by the willcow pharaican, Cccasicnally they take
csds of Canex sppe Wil ow ptarmigsn are grecarious bircs and form larce

flocks that offer rewsrds To a feod gathering society, tut like the biologist

ieih a sociaty weuld fing jreater rovards In lzoocsw Loooto.

in

crasls variation fo the pattera. Turcoe spoecics of geoss cungraaate in fall,

each having noested in difforent areas and cach hound for diffcreat wintering
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grounds, Pecpulaticns of threz sp
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s of dapoling ducus dupart soutnward In
late fall to be replaced by fTwo scpulaticns of northern <iving ducks that

remain in The ares unTil spring. Thaosc eight species of waterfoul together .

ti:.25 iT mast have boen 3 solia widlicn and a half.  Tne goese are (1) lesscr

e W R . Tl e Lo ¥ , e Sy ~ . r - . e = . A
Canada zooss Lol e@miiidinddd paavens (Cassind, (2) black brant silica

Tounzrinoy, a2 (5) wrporor Sooss SISl cuLazLed
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(Sovastianov)e. Too dabbling ducis arzs {
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(2) pintacil Anas acuin L., and (3) green-winged teal Aias ca&o£4nb¢&é
Gmelin, The diving ducks are (1) oldsquaw Cizuula figeaddls (L), and
(2) Steller's eider Polysiicta alellerd (Pallos). Several additional
épecies of both . dabblurs and dlvers freguent the area, but These eigh
specles comprise the bulk of the rasources availlable In lzcmbek Lagcon,
Outside The lagoon, l.e., in Berlng Ses snd north Pacific Gcean exists the
hugs pogsulation of king eiders Scwalaiain specliaudils (L.}. These and
smaller (though consideranle) populations of white~winged scoter .
Geianad (Bodapar?e) and slack scoters Jledandile nigra {L.) inhabit The deep
n vinter, but ore uncoomen ia lzembek Lanoon,
Except for the winter freeze, surser s the perilcd of !ow°s+ watarfowl
sbundzncs, Indeced of avian abundance for a short time, From the viawpolint
of an aceoriginal human poobulation this would have bsen fortunate, for it

oyinclides with the paricd of aroatest sbundones of flsh =zad the most readlly
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she And sesuingly airost by dosign onc of the world's great

bird "O“ul tions, that of the short=talicd shuarwater Fuliduws Jeiuuines s

(Tenninend, arrives in 3ering See just off The logoon at this time, Thass

-

birds nest In the reglon of Ausiralic during fna AleuTticen winter and coma
north at the beginning of The Ausiralian winter,

ew ducks and no qgoeseo nesT in fthe lzenbek zrez. ifallards, pintalis,
grean-winged teal, gadwall wuaé strgreit Loy, greater sceup Agdiua nmﬂiﬁa L.,
harleguin duck {dstadlondens Lslidlondicey (L.), ond common sider 50;&13&2#
molLLsa Lo (L) nas} in low densitics. A small populaticn of non=nifYratory
whlstling swans

Peninsula and Unimak Island. Sevaral pzirs of thssa conspicucus birds-

vmte % Lt -t i I oA - PR N P A vy M~ = T
ncst in The lakes and marshes sdjocent o lzembek Lagoen., Ccocasionally
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they alight on tho fagoon to feed on eﬂl"rass but mora Lﬁ n!y they feod

\')

and strosams, in this arca thalr commonsst food is

w
[¢)]

in the lakes, springs

sALiuius Biloopasdles Shalx, Luiclomucdus, but Folaweoalon paifociitus

- .

° Yoo ¢ 3. - [T R . S ey fee PR I o~
L. "Loazadsonil (Seanott) Hulte zad Sratgandum fuperdetzun Lossts ars also

utilized, AT fimes the great wiaite 5irds graze in the Mar;ny vegetation

5

tr2 springs and 2 short roach of streaa below then remzin open, and provides

rost building

g H W Pme e Ppanty g d~ ~
neterial Is Cotex Loigosaed Horaom,

A fow non=-srecdling woterfowl reraln in the lagoon for part or all of
the summer, Yeorlling Stellor'sz cidars ars the most numsrous of thess,
nunbering several thousand. A few hundred Ilemmature brent and a similar

A0ssSo rensin.

arc pintaits zeriving avcur tne middlez of Aygqust. They arrive in hunaroeds
at first, but oy September thz numbers rise‘To theusanis. In years of
zbuniznce sone guerter of a millicon pintzils gather in tzermbak Lacocn.
reproductive success In part, sut zlso iflustrating fue plntail's penchant
for wandering 1o other pastures, Thelr focod at flrst is axclusively
ezlgrass seed which They gatuer from The intortidal stands et tircs of

lew Tides Later, perhaps

Lraiow and i iiildls epinhytic
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f6 the ponds as the tlde floods. To where they are bound In migraticn
southward is not known, nor cxactly waen thoy leave In October for theirs
{s not a consplcucus migrzileon. A small number remain in the {zerSok aroa
aurlng +he winter., In early Aartl the first refurning pinf;lls appgar in
the lagcon. Though they are In thousands, tielr numbors are much smallar
than In fall and thoy do not romain loag. The really large nuwters of
‘plnfaelc in spring zppear In the marsics associated with ths rivers flowing
dnto Ugashik Bay ebout 275 miles nmorthesst of lismbek Lagoon.
pen in nuch snaller

The rmallzrds and gresa=vinged teal coccupy the 2

numbars, and tend fo concentrote In particular areas, Like Tho plotails

-+

both species utilize eslcress seeds, and more readily taxe the tiny pelocypod

Turntonia inlswita, The mallards occaslonally gather small fish in the creexs,

and frogquently harvest sceds of a latz maturing spociss of Canex,  Tnese

orow [n marshy zrees srovnd the laroen whera‘thoy ara flooded &
tire the seeds are ripe, Doth ssacize remaln In the arss much later ta fall
+han the bulk of the pintails and scoe remaln all winter, These frequent the

Sa8 Sprin o the swans, and If driven cut by exirass cold join Ihs

I}
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emparor noese on the beaches of the islands south of +the Peninsuia,

Hot long affer the #irst pintails arriva In August Tae goese begin to

blzzk brant, which can btz expocted any date after Aucust Z2Th when a «ind

blows from the north, They come iato The lagoon low oveor the barrier islands
and spifs,.epparenfiy havina flown av low elsvation from the vicinity of
Canz fewennan directly scross bristel Zay. wot all the brant arrive at

oncz, but Tha Initia A+ abouat ths samo tiome ihe
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emparor geese begin to arrivs In szl numbers, flying down the Berling

[€e]
©
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cosstt of the Alaska Peninsula frem sowe point whors they had crossed

-+
5

Eristol Baye. within a wezk the firsT ¢f the lesser Canada Gesse pu

their appearance. These are hlgh flying blrds, arriving in smal! flochs

he entirs population of black srant gathers in lzembok Lagoon cach
fall. In aboriginal tines tais popuiztion aumbered asout 303,000

P

{Selosonsen 1953) but Is now rmuch roseced - Ifie mere then 120,00

&S
=)

1974, Usually the bulk of The pogulzTtion Is in tThe lzgecen by the third

ot}

zaber, but If Toemperaturss To the north remain above froezing

re late arriving Srant., They reszin in lzombek lagoon

into Gctober thora

[

until certaln weather conditicens occur In early lovemser,
The size of Tho ewpercr geoss fzriulation 1s known with lzss accuracy

than The brant, but It moy ozorozos 272,000 birds.  Thoush virtualtly sl of
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Titis popuiaticn ques Throuch lzemben wezoon in migraticon,
fali, -u~r° arc nevsr more than about 43,0370 In the lanoen at any cne fime.
hey winter In the afeutian lIslends zng along the southorn coast of the
Afaska Peninsula and adjacent islanss as far cast as Rodiak Isiand
The pattern cof migraticen is cns cf arrivals froem The north, literaily
intce The nerth eng of tha lazcon, and dapartures to the scuth and west fronm
the scuth end of The lagoon. Ten 7o TwanTy Tocusand remain in lzembok Lagoon

-

in wintur until 11 freszos, and Thon cross the Feninsela To the Sengman Reets,

O

Lasoon =uch fall, LeT There is consicarable variasility In Their Tins of

arrival., Zn averays, the satlire peoguiaticn nas assombled In lzcabsx Logoon

1z
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ne departure of tane gesse ends The dominicn they

nave exercisod ovar The scund spherc for aany weeks. On the next day The
lagoon Is silent, but for Tha relaTively fow emperor geess presents. 11 docs

rot remain so for iong.

When In March the lazcon Is fraze of lco the supercr geese rofurn in

Aleutions sntor the faguon at its ssuth end, wnile ofhers depart from the

north and, Oy mid-ay only a few Thousand remain, all in Fhe north ond of
the iazocn. .
Feur and a half rmontnz after leaviag the lageon in Hovarber, fhe brond

return across the Morth Pacific in a lzisurely migration. The first arrive

-
o
N
(@]
3
e
W
ral
-
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[¥e]

oon about Aprilt 15 and fne last, In fats Hay. Host arrive by

fly To the norih ead,

stris of land +o The lagoon. The p3ircd adalts leave the lagoon aboul The

-t

Z0th of oy, again riding f3ir winds, oa tne last i helr jJjourazsy to
the nesting grounds. The laszture cirds sometinas remain behind for soveral

days befor

2 they driit ncrthward.

The Canada aecese do net retura To lzamuek Lageon la spriac,

almost immedlatoly after arrival they procsed into Tae post=nupticsl acly

and becoma flightlsss for 3 perica of chout Toarce wesks. This population

exinibits great variability in The tTire of arrival, solting, and whnare They



K

, © cheose to gaother in tho legoon. Some of the tirds apparently molt at other

points along the flight end reach lzz—esk Lagoon much later than tha first,

Lave arrivad in the tageon where they

]

i . . , . o aa .

: reaain until i 4 its dovs nov reprosent ths foval population for
there are other winfering zreas, it Landlng raturns Indicate the existoence

. of discrete porulai sinn + 2o winTerins arca sacn yoar,

Thess are The smalles rne eiders, and Tacugn excel lent divers they

profaer o fesd in reltative

oit The Coop bays ang open 523 whers They dlve fo

Thz bottem In dapths of ong aundrod fo21 and noro.

In Tthe eclgracs bdeds andg dralnajz cnannels of the lsgocn, UTxlt Ing a bro
spactrum of The invertebrate populaticns., The freoquency with which these

cars 1o refleor fasir rolative aounscnoo.,  Thus esshipods,

ser o Fe e TV T SO L Py A Yy i e
SRR PO LpIeu S GL AL ALY, TR QIZTrOR0S AANAL LS,

AUS Crallienidd are

littte sider,

The color contrast bevwsun Ths Tvo suoxes of Steller's siders in breeding

- . e e s S . - PR - N e ' - . PR
ve - Their ancosvors rust suve huntod Ysootohios! with thoe tola

' for Tha lurqe dense flocks appear vulasrable 1o this wsapen, delson (1333)
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Mo amount of rough wiatier seems to bother the tough {ittle Steller's

elder, Only solid lce which dsenles thum access to the water in which thay

-

find their food can drive them out. iin this happens they slmply cross ths

Perilnsula into doep water areas that do not freszeo

G

.
fiany of the bird populaticns in the lzembek region exerciss dominion
over the sound sphere for a tire, and | like to think of fhe prenclogy of
the seecsons in Tarms of tic dominant culling of birds. | have 2lreagy
.éenfionad the sounds of sgring, and of gaessa in f2il. In The lzembek reglon
the lictensr for bird calis “uaf sraty ceapetiticon from tas wiad, but
when it fa!ls silent in winter The listener at Coly Say Is Tresied 70 Tho

N .

nundrads of black scoters wintering there. dut a more

-’-

¥

soft whistling ©

Inslstent call is heard too, and *his Is the scund that dominates lzambek

Lagoon snon afior The deparfurs of tur asess. IT i3 thz call of the old

scuaw duck, or lonn=talled duck as It is labglled in Eurone In recoonition

greatfly lo

Tall feathars of tThe droks. The

cientific name Clwigquda zeans "noisy" and The old sguaw is by all odds

)

-+

& noisisst of ducks. T has saveral calls, bet ons corconly neard s

—

00 oixly 04 which has given riss to the neme Yowly owly" by wnlech If is

N
v

known o mcdern Aleuts, 11 is an extremely abundant duck, and a large
sopulation Inhablts lzembok Lagooa until ice forces an exodus. This

pooulaticn appears to bLe The najor wintoer proy of the bald csale nallzeelus

d

;axcocaya:,ws (L) In the zrea, ?

liothinn Is kuown avcst Their fcod in lzasbor Lacoon, sxcept that they

A

dive for it in the some placoes as do the Stellarts zlders., Trnoy shars with

the coiders Th2 habit of diving sir l.qq ously. Tow suddzn diszppsarance of

Wl

zn entire flock as if pulled sinale s7ring Is surprising, espacially

I
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fo the uninltiaicd, but no less than I¥s sudden reagpearznce like so

sony jook's=ln=c~box,

The lzembox area is aost 1o ainetocon specles of shoreblrds in varylag
dearces of abunizace, The punbors are sc great and the birds so widely

sumzer and falle In that senson The exposed tlde flats are coverad at low

water by these lithle birds ovar Tha entirs tagoon., When they iy their

rescrsle smokd clouds, an iilusion
snhancad by Taelr Tendency to ranasuver syncnroncusly,

Teo speciss, the

slpniilla (Wielice?) nest

-

of Its abundance and disp

iz the wost censpicusus b
younn of boih spacies can fly They move to the tidal flats of The lagoon
where thoy aucrent fthe swellica sumbers of ruady furnstones Al

Latevypies (L.), red phalaropess Darfwionus {cideanius (L.), and northern

phalaropes Loeodzes febaies (L.). These five are the most abundant of the
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arable numsbers

are the senipalmated plover Coiiidudus soioic«dts Bonzsarte, rican .
golden plover Piuvialis wombiica (Uuller), and The sonderiing Cadddeds adoz

{(Palias), The *ol!uwlnq ars UnSoUCn oF rare: cormon snipe Capodid GullLiSe

(L), wnimbrol lwognius ji;s;;n;é {LyY, weacerinn Tottlar fofonosceuits Licanws
(Guelin), greator yvll- S 1niina reduioccuca (Grelind, jesser yallowlegs
Tadage juwwdpss (Gaelind, shorp=tailed soncpiper adlotis aeuwalitid Giorsficia),
uJ.llr Cadidnds aipint (Lyd, snort=nilled desitener Lioodscids ga0sds -
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(Gmellin), long=billed dowitcher Liwwax oqu oCU&G“ﬂC;ﬂ@ (v,"), and bar-

The invertebrat

[¢4)
X
{

pepulations furnish food for the shoreblrds, and the
dibly turnover must be irmwnase. lisTnina escap:s The busy probing and saarching

of thase birus in thelr hunsrads of thousands. Tha phalaropes appear to

be feeding lzrazly on amphipeds, whils the sandpipers and furnstones proos
- the sodiwments and accunulations of dociritus and Take the clam sacona
Lregitdpdeuis and tho detrd feed:zrs a3 well as ths amphincds, Even the

relatively large and angressive heliet crab falls proy to lidtile bands of
the sandplipers.

Gulls and Terns

Two speocios cf qulls and two of tarns inhablt the regloa, One of

these, the glaucous~wingza gull, is a3 comwon pornmanent resldan

especially in summer when low Fldes oscur in daylight. 1 tukes any inver-

tebrate or small fish that exposss itsolf, and consistently preys on ihe
helmet crab In lzeuibek Lagoon. It scarches the waters and shores of The

fagoon and eats dsad flsh, birds zand rsaring mammals., ¥hen salwmon are

spawning these gqulls follew zi aassz to the streawms whare they fead on doad

n

and dying sabrone. Herc tacy join T ravens, bald cacles, and brown bears

Unsus atreies L, engaqed in tha soms activity, Tiey forane st all seosons.
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i =i T Yy ~rilhiaes ¢ Sy o ol THo sis t £
in The Town garbace dup, Buat :ost asctively when Ths losocn is frozen,

; s b U T P S TR it

fhe sacend qull, Ths Blacrelegrcag RittTlwake nissd Lwdacsda (L) s

graceful and dainty, ittt < more then nalf the size of the ¢laucous-winced
aully A fow are present in winter, LuT Thoy ars quite comron in sumner,

s2dlate vicinity,
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gsting colony cccuples
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also a permansat rasident,
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Two species of howks occur 1a The lzewmbok area, the rough~leggad hawk
Buteo Zagemus (Pontoppidan) and +he marsh havk Clteus c-oneas (L.).  They

are uncoriwn and fesd on ground szuirrels Clleldlus manrlL (Richardson) and

aicrotine rodents. Three specicos of folcons innabliy the zrea, some individusle
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as nigrants and othors as parmanent rosidents. Tha qgyr

L. 1Is often gquite abundant in fail but less so in othor secasons. |+ Takes

armigan, gloucous—winged culis, Jicks, rodents, and triss occasionally 7o
rake 2 gonsz, but | ohave naven sezn This-done cuccessfully. The porenring
talcon Fadco roacgclins Tunstall is also often abundant, lost are of the
dark race F. 2, pealed Ridgway, a resigent of the Alsutisn reglon., This
species tawes Ths sessarlnes and shicreblrds most comnoniy, but ducks as
wall. Like tie gyrfalcon i+ trics to take a jgooss now-znd=Then, but | have
naver o;servcd This effort to 2 saccessful, 7o Thirs falecs, The worltin
Fafee colienbarins L., 13 rire in the lzenbex arza.

Two spscins of eseles, the aoidsn eaole Agqudin cixasedos (L) and the

pald cagle inhasit The regloen, Tae solden eagle Is rare, buv The bald cagle

is common in cnz or anothar part of ine aroz Throushout tha year. In spring

and ecarly summer the aitults nast tiiey 2nd the non-broeeders

land. In Fhose soterprises Tiay Jevelos individuwasl sieitls zaad pornaps pref-
erences, ins fisa aost avziiatle in The walg paten is thz fring2d arsenting

Hexagrunnes susonedldosts
JusT undsr Tnhe surface whors 1T is witaln reach of Thoe snarp-eyod

The mosv atundaat pelacic tirds in The arca ore the short=talled shsoreater
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contlwdl preying on tho diving ducks.. Cne of these, the Sfe!ler's elder,
flies rather than dives at the appréach of'an~éagje, and handlly escapss
the big blrd. Those that do dive in the big bays in deep wafér have a
hetter chance of'escaping than they do in the shallow watsrs of izgmbak
gégoon whare fhé eagle can ses thom swimming under water.

A few short-cared owls Asio §lamcus (Pontoppidan) Innsbit the lzembek
area,amos#=c@mmen+y»on~fhe=?s+§nds and along the shore éf the lagoon itsolfe.
Tae islands aéd salt varshes of the lagoon support large populations of the
tundra vole Nlcrotus ceconorus (Fallas) which are the main”f¢cd.§ource for
the diurnal, perﬁanenfly resident oul,

in certaln winters, a few snowy owls Nuctea scandiaca (L,) appear in

the lzembek arsa, They are slso diurnzl in habli and may be scen coursing

cvar the open heath, prosumably in search of voloes,

Toncluslon
AL

This ac@ounf of the birds of the |zembék region reflects the differing
fevels of kﬁowleQQe available at this point., There has beza no study’
dedicated to understanding how each populafioh'fifs within The systenm,

Sors of the birds have bacn intcnsively studied, while others are known only
fros: Incidental obserya?ions. The lazoon itself, heowever, has béen videly
studied and those birds directly éssocia?ed with 1t are basst known, but oyeﬁ-
here in diffaring levels, T7Th2 studies of fThese ponulzticns ha%e dcmons%;afed' -
the cantfral lﬁpcrfaéce of the lagoon in the avian scology of the region.
Since mosf_of'fhése bfrdé are nigratery and travel to many coraers of Horth
America, the impcf?ance of the lagocn<gxfends far over tha horizon 1o the

several dostinations of tha birds.
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the eagles move to the deep bays on the Perinsula's south side where they _ 'é.‘
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