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fowl included 26 pintails, 7 king eiders, 4 oldsquaws, 1 widgecn,
and 2, each, black brants, greater scaup, Steller's and spec-
tacled eicders, Three red-throated loons, one Arctic loon, and
many birds of other species were also in this area,

Whistling swans are widely reported but not numercus on Alas-
ka's Arctic Sleope, During the summer they are found scattered
throughout the coastal plain but are found primarily on river del-
tas, near the coast, and in ccastal lagoons. The Colville River
delta and the Teshekpuk Lake area probably contain well cver half
of the Arctic Slcpe's swans. Early and recent reports cf swans
without broods suggest that either most of the Arctic Slope swans
arc nonbreeding or nesting is very unsuccessful, or beth., Swan
densities that I observed during 1968 in the area cf the Macken-
zie delta from Shingle Pcint tc Raillie Island were much higher
than those observed during 1969 in any portion of Alaska's Arc-
tic Ceoast including the Colville delta., Swan surveys cannct be
conducted as easily on the Arctic Slope as they are now done on
the Yukcen--Kuskckwim delta; the many bleached-white paper bags,
cardbeard boxes, and "Rlazo" box-lids that have been strewn a-
cross the tundra during the years cof petrocleum exploraticn and the
cften numerous snowy owls can, at a distance, be mistaken for swans.

Canada geese are alsc widely repcrted but not particularly
abundant cn the Arctic Slope. King ([1967]):4 reported seeing
meolters along the coast from Smith Bay to the Camning River, but
principally north cf Teshekpuk Lake; he cid nct see a single
breod. lailey (1948:151-155) repcrts Canada geese breeding in-
land from Flaxman Island (along the Canning River?) to the Chipp
and Meade Rivers near larrow. Anderson (1913:468) repcrts them
nesting along the ccast from the Colville River east to Corcnation
Gulf, The greatest breeding ccncentration of Canada geese appears
to be from 200 to 300 pairs repcrted by Nelson (1949:15-16) anc
Kessel and Cade (1958:3) that nest along the bluffs of the Ccl-
ville Kiver between the Kuna River and Ocean Peoint, Maher (1959)
did not find either Canada or white-fronted geese in his study
area on the upper Kaclak River, which is in the western fcothills;
and Angus Gavin (pers. comm,) reportec seeing only cne brood on
the Kuparuk River during his reconnaissance of the Prucdhoe Nay
area durineg 1969, I did nct sec any Canada ceese along the
coast between the Sagavanirktck River Delta and Demarcation lay
between 31 July and 3 Aupust 196S8. Until surveys can be conduc-
ted along other major rivers I believe that it is unwise to assume
that numbers of Canada geese are propoerticnately as numerous on
the cther major rivers of the Arctic Slope as on the Celville Ri-
ver, when in reality the bulk of breeding Canada geese may be re-
stricted to the Cclville River and possibly the Chipp and Meade
River area. King's ([1967]:4) 15,000-bird extrapclation from Kes-
sel and Cade's (1958:31) estimate for the Colville River may be
excessive., The systematics of the Arctic Slcpe Canada geese is
moot but has been discussed by Kessel and Cade (1958:31-33),
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Table 1. A checklist of birds observed in the Arctic Mountains L.
(rorth of the divide), Arctic Foothills, and Arctic Coastal Plain
Physiographic Provinces, and along the extreme western Arctic Coast

from Cape Lisburae to Point Parrow, all in Alaska,
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£ X Conmon Loon _ ' X ¥ Comnmon Scoter
XX XX Yellow-billed Loon - X X XX Red-breasted lerganser
XX XX  Arctic Loon X Goshawk
X X X X ‘Red=throated Loon X X X X Rough=legged lawk
X Red=necked Grebe _ X X XX Golden Eagle
X X X Torned Grebe X Bald Eagle
X  Black-footed Albatross XX Marsh Hawk
X Pacific TFulmar X Osprey
X ¥ Slender-billed Shearwater X X X X ‘Gyrfalcon '
X Pelagic Cormorant X X X X Peregrine Falcon ;
X XXX Whistling Swan XX Pigeon llawk
X X ¥ X+ Canada (Goose X X X Sparrow Hawk
X X X X" Black Brant X X X X Villow Ptarmigan
X  American Drant X X XX Rock Ptarmigan
X TImperor Goose X X X X Sandhill Crane
X X X X Vhite-fronted Goose X X X X" Semipalmated Plover
X X X  Snov Goose X X Killdeer
X X X 1allard. _ ¥ Dotterel
X X X X »Pintail: ¥ X X Xw American Golden Plover o
X X XX ,Green-winged Teal . "X X X XvDBlack-bellied Plover S
‘ X  DBaikal Teal ~ X X X X Ruddy Turnstone ' :
£ XX rAmerican Widgeon A X XX Common Snipe
X X XX ~Shoveler ' X X X X Hudsonian Whimbrel A
; Redhead X Siberian Whimbrel §
X X X ¥ +Greater Scaup X Pristle=-thighed Curlew ' ;
X Lesser Scaup X Eskimo Curlew ' S
X Common Goldeneye X Upland Plover s §
X Bufflehead XX Spotted Sandpiper ' y
X X X X v0ldsquaw X X Solitary Sandpiper ‘
L X X “harlequin Duck £ Wandering Tattler : . i
X X wSteller's Lider XX Lesser Yéllowlegs : ' ;
X X vCommon Eider X X Knot : ' :
X X ¥King Eider X X ¥ X *Tectoral Sandpiper
X X ¢Spectacled Eider X X X White=rumped Sandpiper
¥ X X ¥ +~White-winged Scoter X X X X rBaird's Sandpiper
X X = Least Sandpiper
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X Rufous-necked Sandpiper X X Tastern Kingbird
X Curlew Sandpiper ¥ X X Say's Phoebe
X X X X, Dunlin X Fammond's Flycatcher
X X XX Long~billed Dowitcher X VWestern VWood Pewee
XXX Stilt Sandpiper X XX X Horned Lark
X X X X ~Semipalmated Sandpiper X Violet-Green Swallow
X ‘Viestern Sandpiper X X X Tree Swallow
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X Horned Puffin X Red-winged Blackbird
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X Great Horned Owl X PBrewer's Blackbird
X XX X Snowy Owl X Common Grackle
X X XX Short-eared Owl X Western Tanager
X Rereal Owl X Scarlet Tanager
X  Common iighthawk X Gray=crowned Rosy Finch
X X VYellow-shafted Flicker XX XX

Hoary Redpoll
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