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Abs*racfvj_ -
—~ _ _Tne AlasKe-Survey was delayed this year by the extremely

late DTc&K]ﬂg of ice in the lakes in all areas. Fiood conditions
were wide spread. Population figures were down from last-year.
Nesting apnpeared to be da2layed and disrupted. A sharp decline

in the fall flicht ot all species is anticipated.

The Alaska :survey was comp Teted accord1ng to standard procedures
usxng an amphibious Beaver aircraft as in the past. The survey
commenced on May 22, four days later than ever before and was com-
pleted June 17, one day later than ever before and seven days later
“tfian last year. Dates of survey are dictated by the rate of ice
Jg?eaﬁup in the lakes anc the delay resulted 1n the survey of water
#cond tions comparable tc other years.

)

T. UWeather znd Habitat Conditions

Alaska had 3 severe winter this year with extremely heavy snow
in some areas and unusually heavy #ce in others. Thawing began at
the normal time in late April andsearly May and the birds returned
on schedule. Unusuaily cool weather prevailed through mid June.
This resulted in birds having to stay flocked in open areas while
nesting sites became available at a much delayed and slower rate than
normal. There were no-axceptions to this pattern in Alaska this year.

Early in May«Vancouver Canada geese were dumping eggs on the
ticetlats near Jureau as ﬁestzﬁg habitat was not available. At
Ancnorage the first f1 ozt plane, a Cub, got off Lake Hood from a .

“crack in the ice on May 22 at ieast Lhree weeks past normal.
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- Ajthough the survey was celayed until jce conditions were favorable
= &1l areas nad some ice dresent even so. , )
- kel - . - - n TR . , . h
T Lhe suvvey was concucted TafgeaJ under clcusy skies wit
- Temperature in Tns forties and wings up to 30 knots. There wouid
Eh nave ceen no survey this sedr iT we nad waited Tor calm weather.
- A _— .
- ther, heavy ice and hezvv snow resulted.in
< - sajor ara1 'ages, that persisted into
i ~In spite o "inis poor picture the situation is not as grim as
was the case in 1954 when a “"faise breakup™ resulted in early
- .= migrants Tinding cpen water whicn then refroze causing actual
- Starvation. Finoding is not as extansive as in 1964 either.
) I1I EBrescding Poouiation Indexes
3 ' - ‘Breeding nonuiation incexes for all dabbiers cro down sig-
‘ nificantly. Thnis probably reflects a real decrease but also
refiecis the corfusion that develops in a late year when nest sites
—~ afe in short-=supri., much habitat is flooded and the birds simply
Tén't be wnere trhey would like to be. :
) >4 . - : . .
- g#’.. Tne later m atmn divers seem to be about normal in numbers
- aut there-is som .nd1cqt1un they may nave actuaily decreased as
= welil. .
“é . .
’;’{ “allard - Cown 527 probably refliecting a hard w1nter in
e coastal Alaska where most of them stay. !
Adidgeon - Down 297 a significant decrease. 1
3 }
"" - ~—
- Teal - Down ©t% possibly reflecting poor survey cond1t1ons
I with windy weatner and r]oodeo nabitat. :
-y
7 .
E{ Shoveler - Tcwn 27% a significant decrease.
3
r
<o’ Pintail - ~wn 33% a significant decrease.
Canvasbaci - Mo change. -
» .
- Sreater Scaup - The tables do not reflect the fact that the
scaup of stratum 37 are largely greaters which show a decline
of 1i%. ,
- Lesser Scaup - Thes2 are the scaup of Stratum 38 and are
indicated to.Dde up ty 15%. This is surprising in the light of
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- . a reduced opreeding posul
this /e‘r's surveay
Tucn higner percentat

nd poor producticn last year.

s and flocked birds made up <
cbserved birds than last

sczu> were stili migrating at the

v Sonc greaters were tailied in the

¢r Cdasta. areas to thaw and were again
zzr nesting area.
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Up C¢: cossibly distorted by survey conditions.
ehead :kJU «n 437 a significant decrease.

. Scoter - Up 5% this is not a true irncrease. Sccter are down
4 in stratum 37 and the indicated increase comes trom stratum
33 wnere they are a iate migrant'and normally have not
zrrived in some areas &t the time'of the survey as was the
casa in 197C. :

3 - ciZer - Normal nowever we sampie very little eider habitat.

0i¢ Squaw - Up 23% Tnhis appears to be a significant increase
—~ ~ _ Tor 'this.Asian wintering species.

ky Canaca Geese - Phil Havens of the Alaska Department of .
h and Game reports very poor conditions on the Copper Delta.
jusky-Canada Goose clutches were way down (see table below)

< nd there zppeared to be much confusion in the nesting areas

.3 with lots o7 idle birds. We can assume nesting for all

ra species wiil be down in that area. ; -

1] C') o
-t (T
(n (n

3

Wnistiing Swan - Across A]as&a,.rom the Copper Delta, on the
Yukeon Delta, nesting iikewise appeared to be somewhat dis-
w - rupted and swan clutches were way down in size which we feel
indicates poor conditions for all species. (See table below).

gf |
b Average Clutch Sizes 1963 - 71%
/f | 53 66 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
< Wnistling Swan  4.32 3.30 4.34 4.14 4.95 4.80 4.67 4.45 3.5
Dusky Canada _ “ v E
Goose 4.3 5.8 ' 4.8 : 5.4 3.7
- *JUsKy Caﬂada Goose clutches courtesy of Phil Haven, Alaska Dept.
o7 Fisn and Game.
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The outlook for waterfowl srocuction in Alzska looks very
poor this year by every ind-cator we have. A rediction 1In the
f217 flight appears certaia. The only hopefu: not2 1S the fact
thaz conditions are nct as bad as in the devastating year of
1964 and possibly fhe cozulation can recover more quickly.
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2-Zlzska - comparative status of waterfowl breeding population
~incaxes by species and siratum, 1970 - 1971

~
(incex numbers in thousands)

Percent Change

™.
Fea

%

A
|

Scecies Straiuad Tcizl - Averace Trom
3 37 2B 197G 971 1962-i271 1970 Ave.
W CKS
Dacoiers: :
Mallard 1T 33 134 64 64 - =52 0
ATECTCEN - : - S
Idgeon 39 8% 174 123 83 - =29 +52
Grean-wingad
tea’ 7 i3 83 22 24 - =65 -8
~ = Spoveler 5 i3 33 24 i4. so=27 +71
Pintail 145 328 403 273" 57 ' =33 - -24
‘Sustotal 208 253 813 506 537 ;38 -8
pDivers: _ . :
Canvashal 20 22 22 20 -0 +10
—~ _Sgaus 7 197 253 441 450 473 Po+2 -6
Gcicereye 20 ii 25 37 . & To+24 +29
Buffiehead 124 44 25 31 -43  -19
Suototal 2i5 308 532 528 552 -1 -4
Miscellanegus: - v
Sceter 147 84 220 231 223 +5 +4
Eider 9 g 9 13 0 -3
0id Sguaw 1C8 3 90 111 g0 < +23 423
_ Subtozal 264 87 315 351 326 +10 +8
Y Totel ducks 697 554 1664 1385 1414 =17 -2

'
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~-Ntets - 10 year trend din h@geding population indexcs by specics, 1962 - 1971 ; !
. : +
: (index nuMG@%@h@h thousands) J ! . ')
- — - e .
Specics 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 ~ 1969 1970 1971, : Ayerage
Ducks: ' ' | » 'w
Dabblers: , .- . |
Mallard - 60 83 67 27 32 42 76 53 134 64 64
American - b, ~
Widgeon 12 27 36 40 32 59 133 144 174 123 81
Gr.-Wng.teal 2 , 2 10 14 17 24 45 41 63 22 24
Shoveler - 7 5 7 4 5 6 32 21 33 .24 14
Pintail _476 378 379 240 250 247 622 294 409 273 357
Subtotal 587 495 499 325 336 378 908 523 813 506 5375
Divers: : s :
Canvasback ™" 7 17 ¢ 1T 21 17 15 43 21 22 22 - 20
Scaup 657 585 562 355 “425- < 314 - --498.-- . 488.. 441 450 478
Goldeneye 33 10 9 9 13 38 - 35 39 25 31 24
Bufflehead 39 37 32 29 22 3 2 26 44 26 31
Subtotal 736 649 614 414 477 397 597 574 532 528 552
Miscellaneous: |
Scoter 225 165 148 190 252 250 301 246 220 231 223
Eider 11 11 20 27 14 16 7 .. 6 9 9 13
.01d Squaw 69 94 92 49 . . .79 . 87 133 93 90 111 90 .
Subtotal 305 270 260 266 345 353 441 345 319 331 326
Total ducks 1,628 1,414 1,373 1,005 1,158 1,128 1,946 1,442 1,664 1,384 1,414
. “/‘ ' ' ‘
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s --Alaska - whistling swan breeding population indexes, 1962 - 1971

(index numbers in thousands)

-t

1962 1963 1964

1965 1966 1967 1963 1969 1970 " 1971

Square miles sampled 492 468 414

Number counted 470 567 481

Population index 56 64 50

P ' ’ ad We W

10-year

208 212 210 212 212 212 212

298 . 256 208. 213 . 367 227 . 220
62 52 43 . 50 75 69 61

average

58 |
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- --Alaska - siraitum Zava sneet
.'
-A . Straza
i &r o -
Survey lesigh 37 38
-~ - -*-‘- ¢ e
z mises in the stratum 23,45 23,200
& mites in’the sample 2.2 214
27 miles in the samdle 1,658 i,712
zr of LransfCTs in the sample 20 63
oy of secments 1n the sampie 100 107 -
nsion Tactor 205 155
¥ -
- )
‘.A -~ -,
Tl s Data
4
Eo Strata
ik -
' < =
- 37 38
af
A
Vs
. L k- T4 -
iLTCEYS oF Camole Stretum Sample Stratum
_cne MaLes 632 129,360 808 125,240
& . ,
Juck pairs z 776 159,080 712 110,360
Tlockec cucksf 269 55,145 356 55,180
& :
~nicentitied ducks 167 40,335 733 113,615
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! ' .
Stratum ?8 N at} gy & / ?”/ 71 thiw 6 /17 / /I : » j
' :
Mo IDENTTFIED o ] UNIDE "FH H.D “GRAND | POPULATION
SPECTES ‘_>__~~~Qp.§9_x_y_}_‘c_1_kﬁ; A [Birds in Paivs [Crouped Bi pds Pairs & |As Drake | As af TOTAL INDEX
"~ |Drakes Pairs T™lotal % Total Grouped |’ Pairs Gmn‘b S
| M | @ @ W | 6 <c>> o Ve o oo as "
S Mallard 6O 3l 182 18. ‘ 182 158 ] - N 340_, 52,700
Black duck ' - > 1.
nGnowall . 4 : .i - : ‘
4\rnc11can widgeon 96_._ 50 292 28 1.7 293.| 245 11 - _5839.1 83,545
: ‘Cmonﬂw.ry_ed teal 14 9 46 5 4 '566 50 44 4 98 115,190 _ -
' Blue-winged teal '
{Shoveler [ 18 15 66 6 A6 il 11818 290
PPintail 182 43 450143 ] 17 451 _ 377 ] 829128 495
'i(gahead . R ‘ :
»Canvasbhack”
9( > aup : e
‘)1(1,3(1‘4&" o . TN DR I ‘
,'oldonnye : 4
i Bufflehead .
lScoter .- £ ' . — - . _
Culdar ..t : - S
 Merganser A = ; '
Sub-total 370 ). ... 148 ). _1036_1_100 61100 1042 1 816 b 924.1.298,220 .
GRAND TOTAL e e — s I .
f_‘l’jfla BEE ?:‘.m“z.\:d““‘.a-xa@m:&;.“.L...--«a ; l“ TR J - —— ‘:‘"Wm . ""‘I:“.‘f“?“’-”\" . ',. - i -.‘.-,l.. T LTI T
| Proration of the’ Identified - Unidentified b Nunber of observed ponds (x2)
Inidentified 1. e . 1_Pond index .
: ' B Total "% ‘lEstimate| Total "[" | Square miles in the stratum 33,200
| an (12) (13) (14) Square miles in the sample 214
Ptserved drakes (2) 370 | 55 313 626 _ Number of segments 107
v"'"“‘?“s in pairs (b) | _ 296 ] 44 | 25Q | 250 Expansion factor " : 155
h-total Q8 | 876 , '
)ucksg‘in groups (d) 6 1 1.6 | 6 “Coqment lenath ~ 16 miles
‘Coot _(e) » , : ~ T - , ' T
f.@ﬁ“d Total (D)) 6721100 | 569 1882 Vv o __._ O
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WATER SOWL 1’,R}-:ED'LN(}._.POPma\'rl.o:& survky )
Stratum _38 ™jatesy 5 _/ 22/ 71 Thru 6 .' /17 1 71 7 ?
BAPANLD G I L S R G O AT T AR A P L B IS R Al TP £ 3 27 g :m:'av’nnubumvvra-amxuv.«-u:-.o_»:‘ B By B e LT e n.::n.—.gck.wx.:.(..:-. P
SINL Py M, - \
o : IDENTIFIED " UNTDE mnm). GRA\JD PofULATION A
SPECIES Observed Birds in Pairs {Grouped Birds |Pairs & ‘As Drake |- As a| TOTAL, INDL' { . o
Drakes Pairs Total % Total % Grouped | & Pairs |Group i '
(1) (2§ B3 @ | () | (6 (0 | (8) |9 0) 05{
I Mallard ) IO — . i —
| Black duck . . +
© 3Gadwvall 3
" .jAmerican widseon , ‘ \
' Green-winged teal Pl
Blue-winged teal
!Shovelex . ‘ —
iPintail
1 Rodhead .
! Canvasback 24 24 9 5 31 o 127 9 3 139 21,545
; !'Scaup 296 363 1318 66 183 22 1501 114 15 1630 | 252,650
nld Squadnl Lk 3 2.4 1Q 8 2 18 ‘ 18 2.790
{Goldeneve " 14 12 b“ h2 3 10 | 3 .62 h 1 a8 1_10.540 __ 1
§ Rf Flohoad 34 28 1244 6| :---20)-..64 144 210 2 156 | 24,180}
‘;scocu 65 135 400 20 98 28 [* 498 35 8 541 | R3,855
. Eider g : '
IMerganser 2 ' 4 : ' 4 ' 4.1 . 820
{Sub-totnl o438 | 564 2004 1.100.J_.._3%0Q.1..100 2354 173 29 2506..1.396..180Q
1 Coot | T —— ;
- e —cc,
FCRAND. TOTAL, | e i o l R B e sieireer] B 2 3 T
o —_ o
Q?I‘l;a"g‘?"ff:c:q’%:"_‘ oY r v l:u, -] L.‘"‘"".-‘-”\"T"} "“""""‘"" - ‘ - -ore (_:)— m<
o Mo
Q =
Proration of the Identified Unidentified Nurber of observed ponds_ (x2) e
Unidentified - - : Pond index ‘ g 9 =
Total » |Estimate| Total Square miles in the stratum - 33,200 o o a
an lan] amn (14) . P 30 =
~ Square miles in the sample 214 5 &
lObserved drakes (1) 438 | .23 18 16 Number of segments 107 o "
Ducks in_pairs (o’ --J.LZB—...-.5.9....-....-9.7.,.--..____.91__._.. Lxpansion factor 155 &, 9
Sub=total (c) 122 ' 3 " =
| Ducks in erouns (d) ?501 18 29 29 Segment lLenath 16 miles l Lo
Coot Le) | o — : - ' ‘ ke
Grand Total . (£) | . 19161100 ) 164 .1 202 , —




