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In t~'cc~·c~: ·: nn 

The Cl\!·if~u~;a of the Shum~gi;1 l~1a~,.:ls is \'Gi"\y· ~-:?a;~1.l ~~no~·-::1, aiti:augh 
. -

there ha·:~ b2c nu:ne~·ous p2op~ e throus;i1 thE: area. :n tf:i s pap2r I ~1.=tve 

attempted tc !-=~i_.~ to;:ther a gens:"l:;~1 strr-ve.}' of pasJ:.:- info~~-!.~2.t·iod fl"Om th·Is 
.. 

d.n::a, as \\·e 1 1_ as 

1976. 

U~ft\.1 ~· C·b· <'t=>\····at:or.c: ,·r. ·c· ·~-=- l'.-, ... :uJ·.; :::''':"r r'",~o""· +\-,,~ v-· v I I~· 1 ·~·- t,v,. l I ........ "~""'~- l di '"''''""" sum!1:(;~ ~)f 

Ste1ler v1sH2u the Shumagins f:--c:n 30 August C:Cl 5 S:-=ptember 174·:, but 

·,.,as unab1c to sp:=nd m~ch tirr;e ashm·e. Hmvever, he: rlid :~eep e)~tensive r:otes 

on ths b-:;~ds he so.\v, ;md these ;·:el'G subsequently ~:,~01 i:rtod and interpr~tc::il 

b.Y St.ejr;t:~!e:- (G~b,·ic:1~u.-i U.iHl Lif:c.:v1n 19G~). 

Da1"! visited Ungn i:~ 1865, :;.r.d v:orked the ar~:a bet~·;een ti"i2 Shumu.gL-iS 

and .Una·lc.skc. froiTI C:ctob-21' 197i to Au;ust 1972. Ch::se Littlejohn sp~m: 

much tiu:2 v/C\'i~ing tf:e area from the r'\leutians to l(cdiak c"tt th2 turn of ·>-h...., 
i,.."""' 

century, and these notes have been published in va~ious sources. Frank 

Beals was a U.S. Biological survey ernploy~~e member of the crev1 of the 
... 

BrO\·m Bear when Gabrielson visited ig the 1940's. He kept detailed notes 011 

parts of the Alaska Peninsula that were close to the Shumagins. 

Few publications have come out that contain much information on the 

Shumagin Islands: 

----1) Murie (1959) passed th1~ough the Shumagins in the spring and fall 

of i936 and 1937 on his trips to the Aleutians. He made occas-ional n~:.fcr-

ences to sightings in this area . 

2) Bil~ds of 1\lask0. (Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959) conta·ins much 

~""""' ........ ,-.. , __ 4. ===- ':t "f'""' 
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infonnation on th1s aren scattered thr~ugh th2 dist~ibut~on notes. Most 
-

of these co~e from Ga~rie1son's o~" fi~ld e~perienc~ in th~ Shum~gins ~n 

l9tHi. 

3) Kci'1 !~enyon ("196<'r) spent a t-:<:al o·f se•;en .~:\y:: on ';imen.:-.of 

Islt:tnd [.et~:;~si1 15 r:ar'ch 1~~55 and 9 Jti11;2 1960. His ~~~per'~ 
1 i:..~r.:~d tn 

1964-, c.::·n"i:u~n::; a list of 3S bird and 8 mammai s~ec~~"S ser.::;·. s w::dl a·· 
- -

an ex.::e1le:1t historkz.i account of t::: formel~ town ·:::1ere. 

_ 4) Lfi'OY Sm·;l (197J) censused tLe majo\~ seati·.··d co:-.:· .. ies :1Lmg 

the sout~ siri2 of the Alas~a Peninsul: in early Ju~2 1973. He spend 

the-per~d cf 8-1~ Ju~e in the Shumag~ns, and esti~:t2d rs~ulatians at 

all th2 major colonies.· 

In addition, Chcn'les H. Townserd (1913) visited this ;.:.rea brieflj' 

in 1913) J.;l:~ ::e c!isr::::>vered the Crested Auklet cole:·::· at 31•: Konit:,J·i. 

A1t2xanUe;·· ~-:ct.i1-;orc ev·idt:!iti.Y v·isi"Lt:G ·Lrt.tic K\.,u:u~-r ~ ..... ,--r,,~ ·.; ;-;1;;_;~z.t 

tr·ip vtir.h A. C. Bent in 1911. Wil1 Ti'Oyer· (1968) :;~ent ·f:' days at 

Sim~onof Is1.:tnd in 1ate Jur:e 1968, and he pl·epared a check·: ist of 

abundance of birds seen there. Edgar Bailey and George Divoky visited 

this area in 1973 on the censusing trip with Leroy Sowl. Robert D. 

Jones, Jr. visited Bird and Chernabura in early June 1970 to look these 
... 

areas over for possible refuge statu~. 

I have discussed the islands, geology, habitats, climate, etc., of 

this ~rea in a separate paper (An Introduction to the Shumagin Islands, 

Alaska), so reade1·s are asked to refer to this to ans\'ter any questions . 
they might-Rave on the Shumagin Islands. 

For abundance·, I have used the fo 11 owing terms: 

abundant = species occurs repeatedly in proper habitats, with avail
able habitat heavily used and/or the l'eg·ion regularly 
hosts great numbers of species. 

ARLIS 

........ 

Alaska Resources 
Library & Information Services· 
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cc:1 ~~on "' species ccc1:ts ir'! ai I o:· nee1t·l_v f1.11 p;-or;c:r hni1 to.ts, but 
SOiT12 a.!-eas of f.ires un:::- ,] suitc.bl e hu.bi c<::t ::;~-:.:; 8ccu::· ed spJ.rsely 
or nc.t At all e:n~/ot ti 1e i'~gi c,n regu-iG.t1y llos·:.:s 1arge n~::::bers 
of the species. 

uncommon= spesies occurs regu1 a ~1y. bu utili zss ~ery l~ttl~ of the 
suitable hab i t~~ 2~d/cr th2 re~ an r2g~1 ~ ~1y host~ rel~ti~0ly 
small nuiTib~rs of the: spscic::;; nGt obs2r'/erJ r<: : ;~ : · ·\.·· ·;'1~' 2\re:1 in 
proper habitats. 

ru.te = species v1ithin his not·mal ra nge, occu;·;--:r.g -> i;;.r~y but 
in very srna 11 n ;.:r::be rs . 

c;:,sual = a sp.?cies beyond its norma ·! ra;;ge, but not S:} fi:;r that 
irregu·iar obsel~·/c.tions are li kely eve:· c. peric0 oi' .}'C::Ji'S 

acC"identa1 = a species so fa;· frcm its norn:J·i range th::!t f~Jrth2l' 
observations ar~ unl i k~ly. -

~ 

As mentioned above, Sow1 censused the major seabird colcnies in the 

Shumagins during early June 1973. I have compil2J this informJtion in a 

chart by isiand and species (Table T ~ 
... J • As can be seen, the total number 

of seubi1·ds in the major coio:~ies exceeds one mi'llion birds. This dces 

not inc1ude the smaller colonies or the con st~nt use of coastline by 

hundreds of bi~ds per mile. Thus, I feel fairly saf? in assu~ing there 

arc probably around 1.2 million sea birds in the Shumagin Islands, with 

the murres , the puffins, and Black-legged Kittiwakes the highest percent-

age of the population. The Koniuji Group itself is the largest component 

of the seabird population i n the Shumagins, comprising slightly less than 
~ 

one-half of the birds in the major colonies r 

During the summer of 1976, the USHIS office of Biological Systems sent 

R. A1len Moe, Theodore G. Schad, and myse l f to the Koniuj·i Group to study 

seabirds in this area: We censused a~d mapped colonies and as much coast~~ 

line as possible, studied breeding chronology, habitat use, feeding areas, 

and predation. As ~uch time as possible was spent dcterming use of this 

area by other species, both migratol~y and resid2nt. Our tota1 population 

estimates are shm'ln in Table II, and are made up of both colony censusing 

I 
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and qc::iet·al coe:.stl in2 censuses. The m2jor c i'ffprencc b,.ci::!c:c>n ours ilnd 

So~.·Jl's \·:ork is th2.t v.1e ·(c·!..lnci stt L:::; tJnt·ia1 nu:~ : bcrs of noctt.~~··nJ.l b·irds 

(pe -·.,.,,.,·1" C·· sc:-~ • ·s !\ , ,:,- ~;:of- ~11d t... • ._ _), u. .... 1 1 &- n ..... l"''-""' (...: y P. n c ~2nt i· 1urr~~1et ) in 't iris :Jr'CJ.. I f ec: 1 

certain t h~t ot!i2r· isla.~::.:s in t l~ ·:.1 Shu;r:agins i~2\:'~ lal .. ~J t: p .~;r:L!~ ::tin;-,s c-;-

noctu1·na1 bil~ds, so the total ~:::~l llli'. tion c: ~t i n~ate of scu~~tds fol' the 

Shu:,1agins may be LiS hi~h ~s 1.5 Inill'ion bhcl s. Also, o~.T nut:tth~l'S .., "'· (~ 

Cd · .... 

often d i ffe:-ent from tr.ose o·? S::·.-li; this is u nfo;~tur.c. te i~::-:-ause of 

variations i n popul~tion esti~~t i on b~twee n observers, but g2neralities 

Of Po ntt 1 "tl.O"' 1·"'e·,·,u-' ,.. ~.~,.. ::-or.,•· ··· :~ - ~ (1· a th -:. ro a1·e T-~~,· "L'-~.c,-·,11" ;,. ~-h-is r 1 a u "'' . J a'-....;;. a, ~'""'' '- • · '... ....... , ,. _ '- ~ 1., , • ...l t 1 t..f • 

area.) .Also, the-large d1ffen::::ce in Gla•.:c o~,;s-v!ing2d G~:l1 populations 

at Herendeen Isi::l!":d se2ms to b2 l'elu.tc:d to t he fact '.:hat Red Fo;·:<:s 

swam there bst\oteen 1973 and 197G. 

In addition to our fie1d '::crk, I have sear'ched the nnjot· literature 

,...+· +!--.; f"' '"''-""!"\":l ,·.,.,..I"''V\+.;,.-,""1"'\.M ~knun\ 1 -f"rr\"" ....,n+'.o.v,"lnf"'I"'\C" +" k; V"ri r-:.;.C"'i-"-'-ih••-7-iAnC" -!~"\ 
v: \..&~...; -..;.:--....:. ;,_ •• :·-~ •• .-.· .. ·;:'- ·- --~:-·v=~l : ·....-, : ._: ·-~·-: t· .. - - · -.. ._. - · : · ._: : .. · -.,..~ ,:_.- ~ · .. t·._;::-· r:J 

this ~rea. That infoliTia.tion plus our \•JOrk this surrr;;-;2!' i1a·:e ptovid2ci 

the data co.-;t~iner1 in this pu.;;2l'. In mcst cases, the info:-.nat"ion is so 

scanty that I have: had to use th2 wo l'd '•p:--obably" in connection 1·:ith a 

notation of abundance. This is unfortunate , but I felt it should be 

stated this v:ay until more information is found. Species accounts are 
.... 

discussed in t\-.10 parts: 1) mentioni..ng all previous ,·ccords from the 

Shumagins and from nearby areas (e.g~·, Stepovak Bay, Izembek NWR) when 

applicable; 2) I then discuss our findings in the Koniuji Group. 

There are a total of 3~ species recorded in the Shumagins, and another 

' 52 that ar~ - of pcssible to probable occurrence, making a total of at 

least 138 species from this area. 

Any errors in this manuscript are solely attributable to me, and I 

hope that future workers in this area will be able to fill in the gaps 

that I have encountered. 

-· --··-·- ......... _ 

----
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Table I. Population estimates of seabirds at the major colonies 

in the Shumagin Islands (compiled from Sowl 1973) . 
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Table II. Population estimates of seabirds in the Koniuji Group (from 

ou! work during the summer of 1976). 

Note: These numbers include both colony estimates an~ censuses of 

the coastline • . -
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Page 5 

Guvi o Ir:rne~·. Common Loor.. 

A flock cf eight birds was sEen off Simeoncf Is1and en 3 Jun~ 

1960 (K . .::nyon 1964). Troye1· (l96B) sa\'JO:H:: bil·d in Simeonof Har·bo:·· in 

lote Ctt1C 1968. Da11 Sa~·' one bi:--d at Sime8r.of on 2 September 1873 

(M~r~e 1959). Frank Beals reported that birds winter in the Sh~magins 

( Gabi'i e 1 san and Li nco 1 n 1959). This speci«::s is a con"!Tilon breeder and 

per'lnane.lt resident a.t Izembf.:k NWR ( USFWS 1973). 

Mea saw a hig-pluma0ed bird en Long Bay on 14 June, and Schad 

observed \oJ~at was probably the s~me bird there on 15 .June, a1on!} with 

two imm~tures. 

Gavia adarnsii. Yellow-billed loon. 

On ll June 1973 Sowl {1973) saw one bird near Chernabura Island. 

Day and Moe observed a winter-plumaued bird at close range in Lci:g 

2~.Y :n 15 .~u;~: .. ~. Tha r;;~s:~ve s~:t ~nd t~nti,-:1~~ j~e1~c·.i b~11 ~·.:ci~c un·~ 

mistakab1e. 

Gavia arct~ca. Arctic Loon 

Gianini (1917) considered then common and breeding at Stepovak Bay, 

and Jaques (1930) found them common at Port Mn1"!e1· in June 1928. An 

uncorrmon winter resident at Izembek N\~R. (USR~S 1973) . .. 
I can find no records of this ~pecies in the Shumagins, and its 

occurrence is probab1y rare. 

Gavia ste11 ata. Red-throated !..oon. 

Gianini (1917),found this species common and breeding ·at Stepovak ---
Bay. Ke!Tyen (1964) had a pair of migrants at Simeonof Harbot· on 5 June 

1960, and Troyet· · ( 1968) $a\'l one pa ·j t there in 1 ate Juoe 19G8. - Bea 1 s found 

birds nesting at Izembek Lagoon on 2 June 1942 (Gabr~el~on and Lincoln 1959). 

~Je observed no Red-thi·oated Loons ·in the Koniuji Gt·oup. 

~ ------------------------·------



., 

,~ -

\, __ 

Pa9~ 6 

Podicc:ps ariseaen?. Red-necked Gl'ebe. 

Gianini (1S77) hlld up to 17 birds at Stcpovak Bt!j', but reported no 

sign of breeding. Murie found a pair with two young on Izembek Lagoon 

on 21 July 1925 (Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959). Kenyon (1964) saw two . 

feeding in Simeonof Harbor on 4 June 1960. but did no~ see them late~. 

An uncoommon breeder and permanent resident at Izembek i-n·JR (USP.lS 1973). 

We observed no Red-necked Grebes in t he Kcniuji Group, although 

they o.re probub1y uncommon \'linter residents in the Shumagins. 

Podice~s avritus. Horned Grebe. 
~ 

Frank Beals saw birds at King Cove on 25 March 1942 arid at Sanak 

Island on 18 January 1941 (Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959). This species 

is an uncomnon i'linter resident at Izambek NHR (USR-JS 1973). 

I have no record of this species for t he ShumagiTlS, althot:gh they 

are probabiy uncommon \vinter resident s. 

Fu1marus qlacialis. Northern Fulmar. 

Murie (1959} recorded birds nea r the Shumagins, and Edgar Bailey 

{in litt.) saw one bird near Herendeen Island on 11 June 1973. This 

species was 2 of 29 (6.9%) of Bald Eagle nest remains that Kenyon (1964} 

found on Simeonof Island, and 2 of 40~5.0% ) of the remains from a 
A 

Herendeen Island aerie Sowl (1973) saw one ~rd south of Unga Island on 

14 June 1973. 

Day and Moe saw a dark-phase bird bet\·;een Cape Thompson and Castle 

Rock on 25 June, and. eight dark-phase ,birds between Hall Island and ......... 

Castle Rock en 24 July. An eagle - killed bird was found on Murre-Rocks 

on 15 July, and they formed a small percentage of eagle aerie remains 

throughout the summer. 



Puffinus t2nu i :-:::stris. Sh0l~t-tai1ecl Shea1vmter. --
t·iuric (1959) saw a few nc:ar· :.Ja~<:ti 1slc:nd on 15 tlta.f' 1936 and some neai· 

Simeonof Lland·on 29 !\ugust 1936. Gabl·ie1son sa•d birds ir. the Shumagins in 

la +r.> ,"L•-u~•- 1Q4b- (-'"'abl~·~Plcoo•l ,.,d L;nro 1 "' l·J::;:gl\ ...,""' '\tY J\.o ...,. \_l - ,J I '-'-11 t • - it l 1 .../ ...J tt 

He oLserveci no Short-tz.iled s;:r:an·:a tcrs ·i n t[ ,e :::oniuji Grol..!p, although 

they uncto·um.:edl y occur off short::. 

Puffinus qriseus. Sooty Shearwater. 

Ken~'on (1904) sa\·! 1 a1~92 fi ocks from the shan~ of Sim2onof Isl c:md in 

June 1960. This species was 6 of 29 (21.6X) of Bald Eagle nest remains on 
~-

Simeonof, and 5 of 40 (12.5;b) from nests on Herendeen Island. 

l~e found remains of one Shearv:ater in the Oystercatchr:?r Rocks eagle 

aerie on 30 August, but He were unable t o ident·ify it to this or the pre-

r.P.ciing SP2Cies. 

Oceanodroma fu :·cata. For·k-ta i1 ed Petrel . 

Murie (1S59) observed this species in the Shumagins ~uring his trips, 

and Sowl (1973) had many birds around the ship off Cape W~dge, Nagai Island 

on 1? June 1973. 

Birds \'Jere occasionally found in gull pellets on Ha!l Islcmd through-

out ths summer, and our night watches indicated this a very uncommon species 

" there. ~1oe and I estimated 150 pa~rs there. Birds v1ere on eggs at Castle 

Rock on 24 July, and had everything fromvery small chicks to those ready to 

fledge on 9 August. We estimated 6,000 birds nesti ng there, but this is a 

bal1-pa1·k estimate. He were unable to es~ab'l ish bt·eeding on any other is

lands of the Koniuji Gr·oup, but are ce l~tain it do2s not occur on Peninsula 

lsi and. 

This species also probab1y breeds on the Haystacks. 

Page 7 
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Occano::Jto:r:c. ·;eucorhoa. Leach•s Pet1·el. 

Gabrielson (Gabrielson and Lincol~ 1959) stat2s that the egg catalog at 

the Nat·iona1 !~useumlists eg~:s taken from the ShumJ.gi:1s in June 1895, but 

the!~e- .:rc no definite records ec..st- of Sanak Islc..nd. He also hus never seen 

them in the Shumag·ins. 

From our night observat~or.s on Hall 'Isiand and from burrow c!Jecks on 

Castle RoCk, v1e have concluded they are more abundant in this area then 

Fork-tc:i1s. The number of birds flying and caliing at Hull Island was far· 

more than the Fork-tails, and our estimate of 750 pairs may later prove to 

be cons.~rvative. Bec.ause of the inaccessibility of nest sites of this and 

the praceding species, we we~e unable to determine breeding chronology. 

We found many eggs and some chicks on Castle Rock on 24 July; by ou1~ 

return on 9 August J71any chicks had fledged, and those remaining \':ere c1ose 

i-n -fi e> • ..J.~; nn !,b ~~-;-; mo:! +~n th i c: c: ~P,. i ~<: +n he:> r. hn•! t h·.ri ro ~ c: rf"'r1m~n t=1 ~ Fnr~~-
v- • ·--:;,···.;)'" ••- -o.J-•···---- -···- -.·--·-- _.,.. -- ·-·- .... ·- -···.-.- --- --·· ..... - --· .. 
tails on Castie Rock~ so v1e estimate 12,000 birds breedi:1g there. We also 

feel certain they do not breed on Peninsula Island. 

Phalacrocorax auritus. Double-crested Cormora.nt. 

~iurie (1959) saw at least t\-10 birds near Simeonof Island on 29 August 

1936, and states that they probably breed in the Shumagins. Gianini (1917) 

saw them frequently about Stepovak Bay, arit:i Tr·oyer (1968) sa\'1 tv;o single .. 
birds at Simeonof Island in late June 1968. Sm~ (1973) recorded one high

plumaged bird at Karpa Island on 8 June 1973, but he had no other certain 

si ghtings in the Shumagins. An uncommon permanent resi deat at Izembek N\~R 

Page 8 

( USFHS 1973). ....-. 

There were a few _nests on Yukon Head, Bi9 Koniuji, all but on~ which 

were abandoned ear1y in the season. The eggs in thi~ nest hatched, but 

------··-------.....--· 
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the sin~ l e c h ic~ rjied v1h::,, it ';las r, e:J.r ly full-grovm. Nests \Jere also four,d 

at r-lyt!~g Eagle !:a;bor and the Stor::~~' Cove area. Birds could common ·:y be 

seen at the fllvcr·ite luc;.fing s pots ;1round the Koniu j·i Group, and vte estimated 

at le~st 135 b ir~s in this area. 

Phalocrnccr2 x o e l~ai cus. Pelagic Cormorant. 

t1~rje_(192::') recorded this speci 2s i n lov; numbers in the Shurr.ag·ins. 

Kenyon (1964) :o &\"1 several flocks c.t Simencf rs ·land, and Troye:~ (1968) con-

sidered-them cc~~on there. Jones (1 970) figured this to be the fifth most 

common seabird ct Bird Island, but recorded none on t he Haystacks. Sov:l 
- ~ 

(1973) saw bi rds at various spots in the Shu~agins, but I ~m unable to 

determine ar1y concrete numbers frcn his data. An uncommon permanent re-

s i dent at Izernbek m·!R (US HIS 1973). 

Some bi rds were on nests at Yukon Head by ear ly June, and one was seen 

carrying nest~ng material as late as 15 June; Cti i u ·~ · 1..:1~~'-= · - --..L.- · · - ·-- - ·· L... 
i ii.::~ i.,~ r·;;,;.i....: .:.~;..; 

sequently abando ned. This species did appear to nest later than the other 

tv:o cormoro. :: ts: at the Cape Ti1or:.pson colony on 27 June, cne nest had three 

eggs, h10 nests had one egg, and one nes t \vas still vJithout eggs. Nests \·!ere 

also seen at Flying Eagle Harbor and Stormy Cove, with the highest number (65) 

at the latter spot. We estimated at least 310 Pelagic Cormorants in the Koniuji 
... 

Group. ~ 

Phalacrocorax urile. Red-faced Cormorant. 

There is a large colony ofsevera l thousand Red-faced Cormorants at 

Unga Island (G & L 1959). On 16 r·lay 1936, Murie (1959) noted many birds 

carrying nesti ng materials at the Unga colony. Kenyon (1964) sa1-J birds 

loitering t"1t:ar Simeonof Island and nes ting on the cliffs at Herendeen 

Island. I feel fairly certain th~ chicks Troyer (1968) saw at Simeonof 

-
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-, in late June 1953 1:1er~ Red-faced Cormorants, even though he culled them 

,,........_, 
I 

f""'"", 

Pclauics. On 3 June 1973, n~sts on Hil]h Isivnd contv.ined 1-4 eggs (Sov1l 197J); 

they were also the predomino.nt species on the l(uprecnof Peninsula, at Ur.g::t, 

and u.t the T1·Jins. An uncomm::m pe:rr.:anent resident at Izer.:bek r~HR (USr-\·JS 1973). 

This speci2s was the most abundant of the Cormorants in the Koniuji 

Group, 1·1ith an est·irr.uted 450 birds pt·esent. They \':ere fairly early nest~i·s, 

·with birds on nests by 31 t·~ay. There seemed to be little habitat separation 

betvteen this and the prec:c!ing species, as Red·-faced and Pelagics v1e~·e st:en 

on nest§ within one foot of each other; however. the Pelagics generally seemed 

to prefer nests -in crevices, vJhile the Red-faced Cormo1·ants preferred more 

exposed-sites. Birdi were still on eggs at the Cape Thompson colony in late 

June, but chicks \o.tere hatched by early July, colonies v1ere also recorded at 

Flying Eagle Harbor and at Stormy Cove. 

Olor colurnbir.n:.!_~. Whistling S\·Ian. 

In 1897 Cl1ase LittlejJhn reported birds ne3ti:'lg at f·iorzhov0i Bay; also, 

a trapper at King Cove reported them nesting near :1is trapline ,~or tv1enty 

years (G & L 1959). A trapper at Sanak Island said they are not uncommon 

there in the fc:.ll (~1urie 1959). An uncommon permanent resident and breeder 

at Izembek NHR (USR~S 1973). 

Although there are no records for th~Shumagins, these birds are .. 
probably uncommon migrants through the area. 

Branta canadensis. Canada Goose. 

Birds can be seen at Simeonof Island during both fall and spring 

mi gra ti ons, a oo -Jaques reported three fl o~ks of geese (probably A 1 euti ans) 

migrating southwest through the Shumagins on 16 May 1928 (Murie 1959). 

.. 
·--

........ 
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Three subspecies ar~ migrants at I:Embek NWR (USFWS 1973): Aleutian (r~re), 

CJckl ing ( unco;nmon), ctr.d Taver ner~ s ( COlf:T!071). 

vie sc:,\·.' nn Canado. Geese in thL: l:oni uj i Group. 

Brantc. bcr::-icL!. nicri:::r.s. Slac:: Srant. ----

Beals saw a flock of 75 bi~ds in the Shumagins on 9 May 1944 (G & L 1959). 

The care_t~~c Y' en Si meonof Is l and s a~. 'S sor:~e birds v1inter there (Sowl 1973). 

A commnn mig t u.nt and r&re vlinte1~ ;~esident at Izembek m!R (USFHS i973). 

We-saw na Black Brant in the Koniuji Group, and I would think they would 

be rare; l'ti nt ·~:~ r-esidents. 

Philactc canaqica. Emperor Goose. 

Murie (1959} reported that some birds winter at Simecnof Island, as 

did Sov1l (1973). Kenyon (1964 ) found this species to be 1 of 29 (3.35~) of 

0::-1J4 C"=.r1l.~ ~.-..r-~ 'o""'r-.~~~nc- +\"':""\m :-r.'\"';:"1.~ f"\n C:::~mnf"\7"\t"\-F' T~1:'1r..~ ~ 1""'1"'\mmf"n mir~':!f"\+ 
"""l.A.I'- "-"""~I\..;, ___ 0 -lt Ho4llo- ll .... oil .................. ._. •Jio -1111- .... tl .... , -o.JI .... •Oo""'"e 0 1 _..,..,.,,,, . ..,,, ••••:;;.;•-••wt 

and Cor. .. ,,..\)., ,.,·' nt~""' """'<::1·d,n-· a .... ! 7 e~+, ok NWR (US F1·'S 197-:.\ .Ul1Vo1 r I i ..:.a 1 C..... · '- l, 1.. - :; ,_'- ~ \ V} • 

The occurrence of this speciss in the Ko niuji Group probably coincides 

with that of the Black Brant. 

Anser 2lbifrcns. White-fronted Goose. 

This species is a rare migrant at Izembek NWR (USA~S), and is prob~bly 
~ 

of casual or accidental occurrence in th~ Shumagjns. 

Chen caerulescens. Snow Goose. 

This species is also a rare migrant at Izembek NWR (USR~S), and is 

probably of casual or accidental occurrence in the Shumagins. 

Anas platyrhvnchos. t·1iillard. 

Murie (1959) saw a pair on a pend at Si meonof Island on 29 August 1936, 

and the rancher said they nest there. Gabriel son sa\v a hen \'lith five 

_.;;;; 
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one-third grcr.·:n young at Sim120:1of on 20 /~u]u:;t 1946 (G & L 1959). Kenyon 

(1964)-o.nd Troyet~ (1968) found them corr.mcn a.nd on lak2s at Sin:e::onof, but 

found no ~csts. On 7 June 1973 a nest with ten eggs ~as found at Paul 

Island~ Ivancf -Bay (So\:1 1973). A cormr.on breeder and ur~ ccr::non 1·:inter 

resident at Izembek iiLR (USF\·!S 1973). 

One female \'ias seen on a small pond at the head of Sc..ndy Cove, Little 

Koniuji ,·oT! 2 July. A single male v:r..s seen at camp pond on 9 July, and 

a female-plunaged bird was seen at Grosvold Lakes, Litt~e Koniuji, on 

31 July. Aprarently rare in the Kcniuji Group . 

Anils acuta.- Pintail. 

Gabrie1son sav1 birus in the Shumagins, \'!here they \·:ere "plentiful" 

in the fall and ~vinter U!:urie 1959). Kenyon (19GL:.) sa\': one p2.ir at Sin~eonof 

Island on 5 Jun2 1950, and Troyer (1968) consider2d thQ~ rare there, seeing 

only a grot!p of 8 b-!1-d::: in 1ate Junt:: 19Ga. An uncoi1iiiiun f:;ti'man-e,,-c :~es-,ueiY~ 

at Izemb2k i'n.i2 (USHIS 1973). 

We recorded no f'ir,tai1s in the Koniuji Grou~, and the~,· are probably 

rare in occurrence. 

An as s tn;r;erc. Gadt.,ra ll . 

Kenyon {1964) sa\•! at least tvw pairs -at Sirneonof Islc.nd in early .. 
June 1960; Tr oyer (1968) considered them common there in June 1968, and 

found a hen ~·Jith six young. An uncommon breeder at Izembek N\!JR (USH!S 1973). 

One pair was seen on Camp Pond on 14 June, and a bird that was almost 

certainly of this species was seen on Kitt;hake Lak:= on 25 June. Up to ..-. 

six birds rested and staged on Camp Pond bet\'Jeen 26 .A.ugust and 1 S~ptember~ 

Anas americana. American Wigeon. 

An unco1unon migrant at Ize:11bek N\·JR (USH!S 1973), this species is 

probably of rare to cJsual occur~ence in the Shumagins. 



Anas p:~r:eloo~. Eurbp2iln \nge:on . 

{l ,,.,..., .. ' ·in ~ -'- .... I >'T:, -o,l , " \ .1:-l (U'Fl·lS 107')) t' .;, <:nn .; . ,·c-,n ur.c ._,,_,,,J,l m.~~rallL. JL. ze ... Lec:., \,,iJ\ ..; •. "'..; :- r;,_ -~cc.es "' 

probably of rc;,-;:; to c.:-.sucl occurre !~cc in the Shu:r.2gins. 

Ana. s cr·ecca. ctL!'"'o·l inen~_;is. Americ&n Green-winged Teal. 

Kenyon (i9C::- ) sa'.·t about 15 birds on Simeonof Island in eat·:y June i960, 

·and noted th~t some ~ere attempting to nest. Troyer (1963) considered them . -
con~on around S~meonof Island in late June 1968; he saw c~e pair with 

young~ i;;nd sta·~sd that about 107; of the Teal here \'Jere of -:his subspr=cies. 

A ccmmon breede~ and uncommon winter resident at Izembek ~WR (USFWS 1973). 

He- recorded no Jl.meri can Green-1·1i nged Tea 1 in the Koni :..:j i Group. 

Anas crecca. niE•·i i1. Common GreerH·:i nged Tea 1. 

About 90% of the Teal seen on Simeonof Is1and are of this subspecies 

{TrnyPr lqfiR ) _ An unr.nmmnn vagl~ant at Izer:'bek N\·J P. (!JSP~S 1973). 

One pair \\'as seen on Kittiwaks Lake on 25 June. A fe'71c.le \'Jith seven 

downy ducklings was seen at Sandpiper Lagoon on 4 July, and another female 

with seven downy ducklings was found at Teal Lake , above Sanrlpiper Lagoon, 

on 22 July. On 31 July we observe~ a female with five dcwny ducklings and 

four flightless females at Grosvold Lakes, Little Koniuji; however, I am 

unsure 1·;hether the 1 atter v1ere actually fl'i ghtl ess fema 1 es or fully-groi'm .. 
birds of the ye:J.r. Up to eight birds staged i n 'Camp Pond bet\'leen 29 August 

and 4 September. 

Anas clypeata. Northern -Shoveler. 
. 

Gabriels011-sav1 a pair in ~1orzhovoi Bay on 21 June 19.10 (G & L 1959), 

and they are considered uncommon sumrr.et~ residents and migrants at 1zembek.;;;. 

Nv!R (USF\-JS 1973). 

This species is probably of rareoccurre nce i n t he Shumagins. 

Puye 13 
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Aythva valisineri a . Canvasback . 
~~ ~~~~~~ 

This specie: is a rai'e migrant at __ Izembe k N\/R (l!SF:.~ s 1973), and is 

probably accidental in the Shumagi~s. 

[Wthya ;naril a . Greater Scaup. 

Gabrielsen collected a fe~ale at Simeonof Is land on 20 August 1946 

· (G ~~ L 1959). Kenyon (1964) salt.' a flock of t c:: birds at Simeonof on 9 June 

1960, and found a nest with eight eggs i n Eag le Harbor, Nagai !sland, on 

16 June 1960. Troyer (1968) said they v;ere abunda nt on e'iery lake and salt 

water lagoon en Si meonof Island in late June. He fcund a nest with nine 

eggs on-1-lude · Islets.- A flock of 50 birds v;e:..s s ight2d at Hendei'son Island 

(neal~ Korovin Island) 011 8 June 1973 (Sm·tl 1973 ) . A comJilon brec:c!er and 

migrant at Izer.;be~~ NtJR (USFHS 1973). 

We sigh t ed no Greater Scaup in the Kon i uj i Group; this is ~ot surprising, 

- _ .r I. . ' - _ : ~ .1 . - ,L .! - - - · - - - -- .! · ~ .L.I- .! - - · -- -a::, t..i!t.: ii(..i.Ui L.c.i\.; i ::t ::,v pvvr · iii i..i i i:J Ca.i L.~A. 

Bucephala albecl~. 8uffler.ead. 

Gabrielson and Lincoln (1959) simply stat e t ha t birds of this species 

winter in favorable locations from Kod ia k to the tip of the Alaska Penins~la~ 

including- the adjacent islands. An uncommon vd nter resident and migrant at 

Izembek NI.JR (USF\-JS 1973). ... 
.. 

On 6 ~lay Allen Moe and Jerry Ruehle sa\'/ t \·1o- m0 l es and three females 

in Yukon Harbor; \<le observed no other bi rds t he res t of the surrn11er. This 

species is probably a rare winter residant i n t he Shumagins. 

Bucephala claoot~la. Common Gold::neye. 

_...,... 

Beals listed thi~ species as common around Kings Cove during tl1e fal~ 

and winter (from 10 September to 5 Apr i l) (G & L 19 59). An uncommon permanent 

resident and corrJr.on migrant at Izembek W~ R (USHJS 1973). 

- ...... .... --··-·-·· .. ~ .. h.. - -· ..... .. -·~···- .... 
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\·!e obsen·e:d no co:n:non r.; o1 c: er:t.'Y 2S in thP. :(or,iL:ji G!'cc:p, and t!wy are 

p:--ob2.b·i./ r are: to ca:-.c!ul 1.vi:;t::r r'ec. iC: e:r"t.S in th e Shumc:.gins. 

Buco;~ hl: j c isl2~c:ica. 8Jrrow's Solden2ye . 

A rare vaqro.nt at Iz<::mbck ~ 1\:R ( USP.!S 1973 ) . 

Th i s spec i es is pr;:;bc-,b·:y of accidental occurrence in the Shu::::tgins . 

. -
Clanc:u i ~ hye::12l·is. Oldsqu2'.:. 

Beals recorded birds wintering f r om Kodia k to the Al2~tians and s&w 

birds as late as 7 May in the Shu~3gi n s (G & L 1959). On 23 ~arch 1924 

Laing c.cunted 200 Gld.squav.; ilt Dolgoi Island, northv:est of the Shumagins 

(t. ~urie 1959) . So;·il (1973) so.~,;; th'O birds at He nd erson Is!;;.nd (n2ar Korc·1in 

Island) on 8 June 1973. A rare sur~er resident and co~mo~ winter resid2nt 

a• Iz~=>~~-."''' ~ "'R (!'St:l·'S 197"") l.. ._; ., ..;\,.,;'\. 1t l'"~ \ ..._; I ti .) • 

11 ~ .!._.C·---· · · - ·-..1.."! · · --· · -:.·- --l..! ,_,....1,..!-.- ~-•.-. .... _.. _,,JO:...,J-,... ,,, ~, ,......-,...,....,! j...!" ...... -1 """""'n' • a. , .-! 
r'fe llllft:::\.!UC'lll..I_V ~U'IV U.ll U\....llr..l-\UVC\.•11~ . l la~CIIII~ \J.iUl..t.:-~1""'11' ..... ~..=-...~ ut,\.ol; I..AI\.IUI·""' 

Yukon f:arbor during the month cf June. 

Histri o riic~s h i strion~cus. Harlequin Duck. 

Murie (1959) observed this species at Unga, Nagai, and Simeonof Islands. 

Kenyon (1954) ScM small flocks at Simeonof in June 1960, and Troyer (19GS) 

cons i d2red them common to abundant there (he saw one floc!~ of 50 birds) . ..... 

So\':1 (1973) sa\<J several at Henderson Island (near Korovin Island) on 8 June 

1973, and considered them the most corrmon bird around Si:neonof Island. 

Bailey (in litt.) sa1·1 birds at Big Koniuji on 11 June 1973. A breeder and 

common penr.anent resident at Izembek N~·!R (USF\-JS 1973). Since they are also -

common aiong this stretch of the A1c.ska Peninsula (Gianni 1917; G & L 1959; 

Sowl 1973), I l'lould assume they are cclilTion permanent residents throughout-

the Shufllagi ns. 

r:r- -- , _ - · - __ .._ _,_ _._._ ·- - .............. , .. . 



The :~ar1cquin Duck n1ust be co ::siC:erc:1 cor:J;Jon in t~,e \;:,niuj·i Group, 

as Ne sm·: it e.v~..:.ry tin~o2 ·sc \'lent ou": in ..... t !~ e bc ::: t. The ~.e:;: ~·ati'J 1'/cS 

approxiJ;1i'.i t::1 y 1.5:1 (n=24G), vti th r:: c: 1 es ou-::m: rr:t r: r i ng L:r,;3.; es. fi.ithougil 

U -:-~ 1 ;.,..:.., ~ -,·11 -·l)a::-.._11' 1,~ +·'1·"''1 "IC•wr:' OQ' .._0 r, ••e-fe\~ c ·~ lJ'' ~r ' ·f··-'-:.;·r (r. C1 \llll<Qn .... I t I £... I ! I~ u \._ ~ L. • I c: , ..... ~. J .;) - ._ .. ' '- ... I"" I ' (,;. I ' ' ·- \ u. !.,... ·- • ..;. c:.: • ...) • l I 

Harbot), especiu!iy these with 12.:-ge kel p patc h;::s. Flee :-.: of up to 31 bi~·ds 

\·lere cofi!::;on in ec:i·ly June, and 1urse flask:; v:ete no~ scu: c. gain until 

rr.id-Au£:ist. Up to 33 flightess birds v:ere seer. i n Yui~on ~-: o.:·bcr at this 

time. Birds v1ere fl·ig:Jtle~- s fro:n late July to mid-.~ugu::::; high-pluiilaged 

males were seen cgain at the end of August. 

Polysti~ta stelleri. Stellei·' s Eider'. 

Dall Gbserved birds in the Shui;lagins in r:ar·ch and in the sumr,1er mont:1s 

(Murie 1959). In winter this species is found ( someti~es in large flocks) 

from Kodic.~: to the A1eutians (G g_ l.. 19S9) . ft.n uncoiiiiiiJn st.::r.:T.ei· ~ncJ common 

winter resident at lzerr.bc.K iF!i{ (Usr:;-Is 1973). 

\~e nbsc "vec! no Steller•s Eiders in the Kcmiuji Grou;J, a;id ti:cy are 

proba bly unco~mon winter residents. 

Somateri~ rr:oll i ssima. Common EidGl'. 

Gianini (1917) considered them uncommon around Stecovak Bay, and 

Gabrielson and Lincoln (1959) noted them winter ing along the south side of .. 
the Alaska Peninsula. On 5 June 1960, f our a dul~ and three ir.mature males 

fed on r~urie Islets at Simeonof Island (Kenyon 1964). A breeder and common 

pennanent resident at Izembek Ni-JR (USF\-iS 1973 ) . 

\~e have two recm·ds of this species for the Koniuji Group: a single 

female .at Yukon Harbor on 31 May, and a flock of five males at Sandpiper 
-

Pau2 1 G 
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Lagoon o~ 22 July. This species is apparentl y a rare bird in this area, but 

I would suspect they breed in the proper habitet (perhaps Murie Islets). 
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S ()"1 ~ t r . ~" ' -- r J .. ~ ~ ; 1 . C' __:.~:~~-:··_ ~_!: _; C L~_l_ ... KinJ Eic.!r::r. 

r1 . (-"'-o' . 1 i .,. . , .... , . ' . . .... -· . . ·w .. ·::::> : :;'.)_. ; s·,i·:p y s:u.eG tnilL. .soli!:: ;.-.n as \·nr:tet 1n c.ne ~num~g·t!~s, or<i 

G=-br·:c.1c:-·· ·r--l L.;"'"Clln (;or.;a 'l ~~,. ... -" ·-I - - ;- t'ln'/ ·r::. "s-,---, -'-"--:::.- ~h .. nrl=-t·-'- l·n .. ,.;"-1-c.·r c~ .c._,U I I t~. l u iltl., .I I..~-...~~ n ... :L.:.::u ;... ;: ..... ~, .f-.:. \..' . ...... l). l: ._~,:. ;. _;:; (J.i..,;U \,.,,\ ~~ \tl:l\.......: 

bet\·;een the 2c.s-:ern Aleutians ar;d f\.odi~k Island. t,n cr.cc~:non v1intcr· rr;siden: 

a.l.. r-C•"' 'c·• '• ',Il l") ft:sr.!. :s lCl"") \... ,t..t,:;, tJ c. . ... l\rlr, \ ,~ , .. _/..) • 

\~it:i this in·Fo;mation in hand, we ':tcre rathe:· su:·;;rised to find an 

estim~tc;d popu1ation of about 100 birrls surr;:r.er i no in the: :·~oniuji Gr·cup. 

En;-,·--p,,, ,·n,,..,"-'- 1 ' \" 0 'l'"l"'S a•~d ~ar·~l~s (~"~" ·rlu'"· rnalt=-s) ..., i .._ IJ· , .; .• u L..\...l - l. :tl ..,: 11 1 .:diCo~. ·.:: ti\.J c. .... . t l, I - , the sex ratio ~as 1:1.1 

(femo.les o·.,t;;ur:: b~rin<J the ::.a1Es). Although t he tirc-3 c;ppeared to be~ flisht1ess 

over r.1ost of :'\ugust-, males 1·1er2 easily ic!sntific:d all st:;-;-;:r:er by th2 ora:1ge bill. 

Juvenile males were observed to have th~ blue-gray co1cr coming in on the 

face after 10 July; none achieved full adult plumage ~hi1e ~e were there. In 

general, then, this srecies is an uncommon summer resiC:ent and p1·obable 

.,, ... ,...,...,rnm"t1 ~ ~ ~~ ntPr 
Ui • :-~.:::a: . - · : ' · · ' ' · - - · 
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Black Scotc:r . 

Koni r_~j i GrouP. 

This species is a co~mon perma~Gnt r~side~t at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

On 6 May, Allen Moe and Jerry Ru2hls saw approximately 60 birds in the 

Yukon Harbor area; we observed the same nu~ber on 20 ~~;. Birds were common 

in the Yukon Harbor area until 25 June, wi t h the sex ratio 1:3 (females 
... 

outnumbering males). We observed no Slack Seaters in the area later in the 

summer. 

~lelanitta persnici11ata. Surf Seater. 

Gianini (1917) reportEd a large f.lock of these birds in Stepovak Bay~ 

for only o~e day in June 1916. Flecks ar r sometimes seen in summer at 

various points along the south shore of the Alaska Peninsula (G & L 1959). 

This species is a rare migra:lt at Izei;;bck N~JR (1973). 

~----................. __ 
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~1oe uild Jor:~y Ruehle Su\'1 or.e pair in Yukon Ha i·bor on G i-1oy . \·Je obs ctved 

none the rest of the summer. 

t1el c.ni ttc. d e ·~ 1 2..rd_j_. \~hi te-vii nged Sco'~2l~ . 

Murie (19 5~ ) recorded t hem about the western end of th~ Al~skil Pen~ nsu 1a 

in 1925, and Beais sa1·: b::>th adults and j uven iles :1t Cold Ss.y ·i:1 July and 

Augt'St 1.911..;. An uncemmon p2n11ane:nt res i dent at :zcmbek ;-~\ ·!R. (USF\·!S 1973) . 

We recorded flocks of up to four bi rds infrequently beb~2en 6 Mav ~nd 

4 July -in tl' e Yukon Harbor area. Day and t·1oe sa\i 1..\·ID bit~ds in i~ortheasc 

Harbor, Little l~on i uji, on 31 Ju1y, and they sav: tv:n b·irds ncar the Ccq::e 

Thompso:-~ K itt·h::J.:~ e colony on iO August. A t~are sur;;mer resilisnt in this 11rea. 

Meraus meraan£er. Comnon Merganser. 

This species is an uncommon br eeder, permanent resident, and migrant 

• ., 1 t :. 11 1;-:. flfr""M IC"' 1 ("\..,.,, 
!:l_"\: .I Z' Pfllfll-:i\. l"tVH\ I_U...>r><.., 1.:11~1• 

We obs2rved no birds of this spec ies in the Koniuji Group, and they 

ar e pro~ably of accidental occurrence at all times of the year. 

~iergus serra t9r. Red-breasted mergauser. 

This species breeds at Sanak and along the Alaska Peninsula (G & L 1959). 

Small floc ks of four tc five birds fed around Simconof in March and April .. 
1955 (Kenyon 19611), and Troyer found birds common and nesting there in late ... 
June 1968. A common breeding summer resident and uncorrrrnon winter resident 

at Izembek mm (USHiS 1973). 

\~e observed one female at Yukon Hat·bor on 7 June a.r.d a single female -
at Sandpiperl.agoon on 22 July. On 31 July , ~"e found a female vJith a brood 

of seven ducklings on Grosvo1d Lake , Litt1e Koni uji, and suspectea anoth~ 

female in the u.rea. A flock of s ix female- plumaged birds fle.\·1 over us in 

the sam2 place. 

~-- --- ::a £ - -··~ U-
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;.,ccipitcr _gcn:.-ilis. Gosh.:iwk. 

On 20 A~gl!st 1946 Gabrie lso n obser-ved a lone bird at Sin1eonof IslJ.nd 

(1-;urie 1959). H01·1ever, as th i s is far· from three limit, this species must 

be cofisidered iccidental to this area. 

\.oJe observed t:o Gosha~·:ks i n the !(oniuji Group. 

• Buteo 1 r..qoGu~. RCJUgh- 1 egged t-:a\'lk. ---------
Gianini (1917) found birds nesting on the cliffs arcu"d Stepovak Bay 

in June_l916. A set of eggs taken on Popof Island on 14 June 1895 is listed 

in the egg cata1~g at the National Museum (G & L 1959). ~uri~ (1959) recorded 
- ~ 

one bird on-Unga Island. A breeder and uncom110n summer resident at Izerr.bek 

Nv!R (US FV!S 1973) • 

Day observed tv.:o birds over the Crested Au klet colony at Yukon Harbor 
I 

on 2 June. 

Haliaeetus leu:ocephalus. Bald Eagle. 

On 5 June 1960 one aerie on Sime::mof Island contained dovmy young 2-4 days 

old, and another aerie had young 2-3 weeks old (Kenyon 1964). Kenyon also saw 

one subadult at Simeonof Island anJ found an aerie on Herendeen Island. 

Troyer (1968 ) found tv1o nests on Simeonof in late June 1963, each v1ith t\>10 

eaglets. Jones (1970) recorded birds on 134rd and Chernabura islands, and .. 
Bailey(~ litt.) saw Lirds at Big Koniuji, Atkfns, Herendeen, and Peninsula 

Islands and Castle Rock. An uncommon permanent resident and breeder at 

Izembek N\~R (USP,!S 1973). This species is almost certainly of common 

permc:tnent occurrence throughout the Shumagins . 

Bald Eagles vlet1 e c;ommon1y seen throughout the Koniuji G11 oup; \'le found 

ten c:teries and had another t\velve suspected aedes in the area. Birds \'-/ere 

- -- ....... - -·--- ... 

--
•., 
~-

• 
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on eggs when we ar~ived, and eggs hatched beb:een 1 and 20 June; fledging 

occur.rcd i<dd tc 1o.te P-.u9ust. They \'tQre plainly vis·ib1e on all clea1· days, 

as they ofter; hunted the marine bids i n the colonies nee!" camp. Ir.~mat:.:r::;s 

wer~ especia1, y prominent in the attempts to capture Crested Aukl2ts, a 

project at which they were entirely too slow . This spec~es ~as recorded 

on every island and rock in the f~oniuj i Group . A major part of the diet of 

this S!Je~es l':as sec.birds, althou9h they occasionally too:~ fish, ottc:rs, 

ground squirr~ls, and m~rine i nverte~rates. 

Aquila chr·\'Saet.os. Goiden Eagle. 

lvturie;(l959) recorded birds as far west as Dutch Harbor, where they 

probably nest. 

Two immatures were seen on Big Koniuji on 27 June, one near Kitth1ake 

Lake and one near Cirque Lake . Single immatures were irregularly seen hunting 

Ci-..2SLcJ f-\uk1c~::) uvci-- Hcar-t~r·eak Peak:::; bct-...;cc ii 1 aiid 10 Ju1y. We observed an 

immature over Peninsula Island on 24 July, and also sa.iv a pair of adul:s 

over so;ne e>:trE::nely rugged terrain between A'l a.skc. Harbor and Fifty Fathom 

Bay on the same day. Because of the ruggedness of this area, it is the most 

promising habitat for a Golden Eagle aerie in the Koniuji Group. 

Pandion ha1iaeetus. Osprey. ... 
.. 

On 11 June 1973 the caretaker at Simeonof island reported he had shot 

an Osprey just previously (Smvl 1973). 

This species is most certainly an accidental visitor to the Shumagin 

Islands. 

Circus cvaneus. Mar~h Hawk. 

An uncommon surrrner resident at Izembek N~lR (USHJS 1973), and probably 

of rare to casual occurrence in the Shumagins . 

~~

~:l"~' .• . 

....... 
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Falco colu~bar ius. ~~rlin . 

A rar2 rnigFnt at Izembek N\·m (USF~·IS 19"13), and pr ·::.-b;ol~' of casual 

occi..U::rence to the Shw:~agin Islands as a v:hole . 

-Falco r.~;en;· ·ir:us. Peregrine Falccn. · 
_...;.....;:;;~~ ""----"'---

Ker~on (1964) reported one bird at Simeonof Island on 4 June 1960, 

but saw no sign of ~esting. This is to be expected because of t he lack of 

seabirds c;bout this island; Hu.rie (i959) repo ;~ts seabird~ to be the major 
.. 

food supply of these falcons in this...area. Bailey(~ litt.) record€d birds 

in the Koniuji Group on 11 June 1973. An uncornmor. perrr:ane1:t resident at 

Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

Birds were on eggs when we arrived in late May, and the nest ~e 
. 

observed hatcl1ed out around 10 June. Fledging occurred in early to mid- Au~ust. 

These birds vJere fairly common in the Koniuji Group, and 1'."2 found one d ·:::f~nite 

aerie a.nd six more susp:cted ones. Jmmat:.~re s 1·1ere decidedly rare within this 

area, in contrast to th~ eagles~ Au kle ts, especially Cresteds, were the 

favorite f~.rod source of this species; hm·1ever, they so:r.etiries fl ev1 up to t·,·:o 

miles from the nest to catch Parakeet Auklets and Ancient ~urrelets. The 

feeding ra ~ge of this species must be fairly incompressible, for the a~ries 

on Big Koniuji w~re fairly evenly spaced along the coastline, irregardless 

of location of seabird colonies. 

Falco rusticolus. Gyrfalcon. 

Beals took specimens at Cold Bay on 21 September 1942 and saw birds 

at False Pass on 2, 14, and 24 March and 13 May 1943 (G & L 1959). Troyer 

(1966) saw one bird on the east side of Simeonof Island in late-June 196§. 

A breeder and uncommon permanent resident of Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

He observed no Gyrfalcons in the Koniuji Group, and they are probably 

rare migrants through the area; 
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Lagcpus bso~ '-! S. ~!i1lm·1 Ptarmigan. 
' . .1 

Gabrie1so~ &nd Lincoln (1959) have records of birds from Unga, NaJai, 

L1'"-t 1 e l'o"~.,;.: c:,·.,,,Q --.,,-,~ ..,nd r)cpo& Tsl-..~· ' r Venyo•1 il06n) Sa\/ 0 111 \1 a .;:ell l, . .!_ \. ,ailvt :, -..J ll ; t: favl, Q \.. r I .L V. ii \. ~ ,-.. 1, ... l \ .) .:...;. '· '• l.., , .),\ 

birds at S·ir:~eanof ·in June 1960, and Troyc:~ (1968) considered t:,£rG. corr:n;on 

~nere in 1%8. Sovtl (1973) ob::;erved bird: in the thid( aldei~ br~!sll .1rou1~d 

Flying Eagle Harbor, Big Koniuj'i, on 11 lJune i973. /\ comrnon penn2.nent res·id~nt 

and bree~e~ at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

Altho'.lgh \·!c:: never actL:a11y sen'' birds of t his species, v-Je occasiona1ly 

heard m;:1 es Culling throughout the month of Jun~. It appears t~Bt the 

population is low on Big and Little Kon i uji, probably a result of fox 

predation. 

Lagopus mutL:s. Rock Ptarmigan. 

Although Kenyon (1964-) recm~d.::d no Rock Ptarmigan on Simea!~2f Island, 

T1·oyer (E68) fuunJ cher11 comrnon ther·t! in lat.:: uune. .. - ·- .... - I ~ ~ - .- . '· -- - . ~ -- .2 . . . ,! 
IJUI It::> \ I;;; I v} I Cl...u i '..!1::1.1 

birds on Chern::.bura, but not on Bird Isl:;nd. A common pe:rmanent r~s~dent 

and b1~eeder at Iz2mb ·~k miR (USFi~S 1973). 

This species is e:.n uncommon permanent resident in the Koniuji Group, 

like its Wi l low counterpart. Birds were occasionally seen in high alpine 

and rocky areas. 

Grus canadensis. Sandhill Crane. 

This is a rare sumner resident and breeder at Izembek m~R (USF\~~ 1973). 

On 22 July Schad and I found one set of tracks from a Sandhill Crane 

in the mud at Teal Lake, Big Koniuji. It is most certainly a casual migrant 

through the area. 

--- Haematopus bachmani. Black Oystercatche~. 

This species is a pemanent resident of rocky shores from Fo_n·ester 

- ~ --·-
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Isiand to Attu (G & L 1959). On 17 June 1960 l~enyon (1%4) found six nests 

\•lith three eggs each on a sand spit at Eagle Harbo1·, iia.gt:.~ Island. Only · 

o11e ;..r.as pipp_ed and no young v1erc:: seen. ~:e und Trc.;:er ("!%8) beth found them 

comm:)n at :;;rneonof Island, especially about i ·~urie Islets. 
-- This is a cornmon breede1· in ti1e group, and \1-! e fcund three nests. The 

nest on Ovstercatch2r Rocks had one ch ick that weiahed 200-250 grams on v ~ 

4 July, indicating that it h ~d hatched about mid-June. On 16 July a nest . 
with fo~r chicks was found below the Qagle aerie on Hall Island. Three 

... 
chicks averag2d G5 grams, and the fourth had been eate~. The remaining 

three were eaten later, probably by the eagles. The only pair en Castle 

Rock had one chick weiqhing i96 grums on 9 .~ugust . 

Every offshore rock and islet had at least one pait·, but they v:er.e 

in a lo~ter density on .the mainland~ no doubt due to fox predation. 

1\.t:./- ."" +hr. h"n.; ,~~. -:,..,, ".f.!'"""~+ "'o n1= +cn <::::br 1=1nrlrc: nT nn Tn 1q hir'rl<: . 
l\1 1,.._;.1 Wll~ "-''-"';:J••••'•I•:J """'' • •VI::J~-'"" • •- -· --·• --· • • ,_._, • . .., - .... . -- ·- ·- · · · - ~ 

even in 980d weather. Perhaps this is a behavior which occurs in the 

winter seaso ns, when the. birds are no t so terr i t orial. 

Charadrius semipalmatus. Semipalmated Pl over . 

Gianini (1917) saw the first birds at Stepovak Bay oh 26 May, and

they \'.Jel~e common from then on. Kenyon (1964 ) had 5 pairs nesting on the 

sand beach at the head of Simeonof Harbor, Simeonof Island, in early June 

1960, and Troyer (1968) thought them nesting t here also (he never found - . 
any nests). Jones (1970) recorded them on Bird and Chernabura Islands. 

Although this species certainly nests in the Shumagins, we found 

no evidence of nesting in the Koniuji Group. He saw single bir~s in 

Yukon Harbor on 12 June and 13 July, and a flock of three birds at 

Sand Dune Cove on 10 .t;ugust. 

They are pt·obab ly common breeders in the Shumugi ns in genera 1. 
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.- FOOD HABITS OF YOUNG BLACK OYSTERCATCHERS 

-
~ 

- Gastropods -

A'"'·n~ . -ll' i +.o, l. r ' . ..tt.;:....f...:C. ~q. ',.J. I .:.. 

Acmasa sc;.:-:um 

L·it·l-o;""'inc s~t~~ -=:. na. 

Thai:; e~o :~r; ina ta 

- Chi tons -

Kath~~ina tunic6ta ----
!vi,. n ~ 1 ; -. ,.. .; ~ ..; ""-!- ""'! 

~~t'=--\~!~ ~~~~=--

- Pe 1 ecy r.:ods -

t~vt'il us edu 1 is 

Other -

Ligi~ pallasi (pillbug) 

(frequency of occurrence) 

Oys te1·ca tchet · Ha! 1 
Rock Isla~d 

4 ~lulv ·1_8 July I 

* 

.... Present .. 
PresSJ:tt 

Present 

Present 

Present 

( ·--1 ')0). ' ,,_ '""' . 

94 

23 

1 

1 

9 

2 

H 11 -,. Co.st e I ;:,:-11-! 
Is e:nc; Roc C: : - :;se~ I 

') :"', ~-1_,_ ,_ 1 c J':,'Jtl " !~-~~ 1 
cl.J ... 1,-l;i I ...1 . l :- . ~ ....... ! 

I 
(n=l99) 1 (n=229) (r:=558) I 

163 

8 

1 

6 

10 

., ' 
'-

9 

207 

4 

18 

~64 

I 
35 I 

I 20 

I 7 
I 
I 
I 

10 

') 

18 

2 

i~e did not collect from this nest, so I hav·e just mentioned v1hich species vJ.€re 
l' ' present. 
'-.../ 
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) · . Pluvial is dor.;inica. Ai.:erican Golden Plo ver. 

Go.!),'iel~on hils cr,i~ected birds of thc:> sub:;'!:cies fulva in th~ 

Shuma~i:1s (G -& L 195S'), ar.J Dall col"iect::d 0 s~E: c ir::er; at Porof Is~c.nd on 

2? ,unr:. 107? (:;·Jr·:p lC!:::o) ---U l- lU- , · q,.., 1- -.JJ. I + ,·s a11 unc~ ... -,.,o" ··· ·~ r r~r. ~ " t' Iz r., ~,h.,t..- .;..l' ·'R· 'LJ'"F'·'r V • 1 LJ:,~ , I i ! 1 11 ! 1~ G. . ~ {..\ ._:..11.~\...., o\t\1 \ ...J ~,..) 

!!!!!"'"'-

1973). 

We saw no Golde~ Plovers in the Kcn~ uji G~oup, and they are probably 

rare rni srz>.nts til rough the Shu;nagi ns. 

.. 
Pluviali s ~t.a:-o lJ. Biack-bellied'"Plover. 

This species is a:cid~nto. l at Izembek N ~·:R (USi-:·;S), and is probably 

accidental in the Shusagins. 

Arenari~ interores. Ruddy Turnstone. 

~Jetmore observed birds at King Cove in /\uqust 1911 (~~urie 1959), and 

..... ~.._ •• - ............ "' ...... ....,,...~ r-rtrm·-n-V' ..,..oc-1~ont-::: ;:;nd m·tnrroyi:C\ r!i~ ~~Lt-!ii-IU~~~ j·~~~~ (L;~;1. ·J~ i~73). \,iil.::J" C.i:.:; :.,..;,..; ,;;,; ·-· · ~ ~-:; : . . _ . : ._ ._. ' .. ~·- · ·· -- -···- . . .. - ... 

Aithough cer·tiJ.in1y using the Shumagins dL:·r'ir:g migration, r:oile \<Jere 

obse:r'Jc:d in the KonL;ji Group. Probc.bl y of co:i1mon to uncor:-.:;m;l cccu:rence 

in the Shumagins during migration. 

Arenaria ~ela noceohal a. Black Turnstone . 

Gianini (1917) saw one at Stepavak Bay on 25 ~ay 1916, and Kenyon _(l964) 

observed a single bird at Simeonof Harbor on 5 June 1960. Littlejohn recorded 

a flock ilt Sana k Island, although the date is not mentioned (r-1urie 1.$15.9). 

\~e observed none of these birds in the Ko ni uj i Group, and they are 

probably rare in the Shumagins. 

Capella 9all i naao. Common Snipe. 

Although their nesting range shoulq extend into the Shumo.gins (i·!ur·;e 1959), r , . . 
.J - I have no records for this species. H01·1ever, it is a ran; summer resident 

a~d breeder at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973) . 

. -. - ···~-··- ·-· . - .. ~--·· - -· __ .... 





Pa ge 2S 

~. J •,rt-1,,-::. :~ 1· U r; "r, " ~' r; 1-" ,' S ;,nll. l1l'D l' "'1 ~ , ....,.., 1 ._ ~-~-- ·-·-• ' • • I - • 

i':iuti e I 1 "I -· ~ ) 
\ I ':,t !):,' 5 2.\'/ ~ flock of si x Li1imbr el ~; ovs- :- t<ioffitt Cove, Izen<b ek 

Bay, o:-C n 23 Ji,~l y 19::: 5. They a ;~e rare rt~ig ra n ts J.t Izcrnb!;k Nl·:R ( lJ Sf' ~·!S i973). 

WG obser ved no ~ h i mb rels in the !(on iuj i Grc. t.;p , and the)' ul"-e-probab1 y 
---- mi gran ts in t his ate il . - ra 1~e 

Het2ro:c ~ lus incanus. Wa~der ing Tattl er. 

Murie (19 59) states that this s pec i es nes t s along the Alaska Peni~su1a 

and on suitabl e islands. He also co~lected a bird at Nagai Island on 16 May 

1936. S0\·:1 (1973) sa\·.' birds at Flying Eag h: Harbor, Big f~ on i uji on 11 June 

1973. A breeder and uncommon summer res ident at Izembek N\~ R (USH!S 1973). 

Single birds were seen at Yukon Ha r bor on 28 June and 4 Ausust, and 
. 

at Sandpiper La2oon on 22 July. Four birds were seen feed~ng on the shingle 

beach at thr. head of /\lask<1 Harbor on 24 July . A r are surr:~11et resident of the 

Ko niuji Group. 

Trin GE melanol eu css. Greater Yellowl eas. 
--~----- -

Although this bi rd is an uncommo n summer r esident at Izembek ~~\·iR (USHJS 

1973), there are no records for the S ~ uma g i r.s. Thus, it is p rob~bly rare 

to casual in the Shumagins. 

Trinaa flav i pes. Lesser Yellowlegs. 

This bird is a rare summer resident at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973)~ ~nd its 

occu rrence in the Shumagins is doubtful. 

Calidris ptilocnemis. Rock Sandpiper . 

Gab r iel5on and Lincoln ( 1959) sta t e tha t t he birds in the Shumagins are 

of the subspecies cou esi. The Rock Sandp i per is a common permanent resident 

and breeder at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973 ) . 
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During a storm on 5 July, Moe observed one bird near Yukon Head. It 
..;! 

must be co~side r2d rare in the Koniuj i Group. 

Cali~ris acu~i~~ t2. Shu.l~p-ta"iled Sandpi per. 

- Tr:'is is a rare sigrant at Izembek N ~·!R (us;:-·:s), ~nd ~ts o~curre~ce 
~ 

in the Sr,w:;agi ns is prc·bo.b ly the same. 

Ca1idris mela ~otos. Pectoral Sandpiper. 

Hurie (iS5S) s2~~ t\·10 bird~ near I..ze;nbek Bay on 23 July 1925 t!Jat he 
,_ 

thought v:ere of this species; however, His nc::= .. : not ev'=n listed as 

accl"de" ... -1 ~t T-~-···1- ~' · " 11R ( 1 'r~""''S 1073) ... rt :.d a l i..C.!i.J:; r\ i \11

0 U..::.rv·: _, • 

~~e did not see c.ny Pectoral Sandpi pers i n t h'= :~oniuji Group. 

Calidris bairGii. Baird's Sandpiper. 

This species is accidental at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973), and is most 

certainly accidental in tne Shumagins. 

Cc.iidris minutiila. Lec:.st Sandpiper. 

Gianini (1917) found a nest with a full cl utch on the tundra at 

Stepcvak Bay on 7 June 1916. Da11 reported i t abundant on the beaches at 

Popof Island on 20 June 1872 (Murie 1959). Troyer (1968) founcl a nest 

wi th a full clutch on Simeonof Island in late J une 1968. Jones (1970) ~ecorded 

this species on Chernabura, but not on Bird Island in June 1970; however, he 

\</as not on the latter island very long. 

Schad had birds distracting him from a nes t at the small ponds above 

Kelp Cove on 26 June, but was unable to find it. A bird tried to draw me 

a\\'ay from a nest on the tundra bet\·Jeen Teal a 111:l Lower Lakes on Z2 July, and 

I saw twc other birds in the area. We saw up to eight birds at Sandpiper 

. ..... /· 
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Lagoon during the sum~er, and we s~w one bi rd fecdiny on the beach at 

Sand Du ne Cove on 10 i',ugus t. ;·te savJ no b i1·~: s en a.ny of the othc:r ·islands 

in the Y:o;·r:uji Grc u!J, a!~ cl th c:y c; r e thus fairl y com!:-:on b1·e.eders ii1 this area. 

~aii dris alpina. Dunlin. 

.A. rare summ£r ;~esident and uncon;mon mi gca.nt at Iz~r;;bek N~·JR (lJ.SFliS "'! 0'7'"' ' l !.;,.),. 

There are no records for th~ Shumagins . 

L . ' . s' . ' . 1 - c! 0 ., . ./.. t 1mnco;'·8 ~:u s 9!2_Seus. non:-01 1e ov.ll..C .lt: l~ • ... 
This species ~ s a ra.re migrant at Izemb ek NWR (USFWS 1973), and Gabrielsc~ 

has tvken bi rds in summer a.t Izembek Bay, co ·la Bay, and Port Holler (G r~ L 1959). 

There are no records fer the Shuma gi ns , and thes e birds are probably rare to 

casual in this area. 

LimnQ_dro~u?_ scG1o;.~2.Ce'J~. Long-billed Dov:i t ch:::r. 

Also a rare migrant at Izembek NWR (U SFWS 1973). There arc n0 records 

in the Shu~agins . 

Calidr i s mauri. \•!estern Sandpiper. 

This spec-ies is an uncommon summer res ident and comn1on migrant at 

Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

On 9 August, Day and Moe cbserved what was probably a juvenile m~e 

western feeding at Sand Dune Cove. On 23 Augus t we observed a flock of 

18 birds work over the mud f lats at Camp Pond . 

Limosa laoconica. Bar-tai l ed Godwit . 

This species is a rare migrant at Iz ernb ek N\·JR (USF\-JS l973L and th&re 

are no records for the Shumagins. 
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Calidris alta. Sar.del·ling. 

This is an uncomrnon 1·:inter res·ident C'.;.t Izerr.~ek N\·i? (USF\·!S 1973). Tl:i.J.s, 

it i~of no ~urprise t~at we did not observe this species this sun~er. 

-Pha1aroous fu li~arius. Red Pha1~rope. 

Jacques first saw th:m in the Shumagins on 15 and 16 ~ay 1930 ( Murir.. .. . ''- · 

1959), and on 19 August 1946 Gab•~i:::lson s~;~·: many flocks of frcm 10 to 100 

birds in the Shumagins, primarily near Simeonof Island (G & L 1959) . .. 
l·Je sa1•1 three flocks of up to 50--birds each at Yukon Harbol· on 5, 8, 

and 9 June. 

This species is a common migrant through the Shumagin Islands. 

Phalaropus lobatus. Northern Phalarope . 

Gianini (1917) considered these one of the most common birds at 

C".:... ......... ,...,,r"'o,, o~, , . !.,,.... ·-~~~ 
V t...C}JVVU." UV..J' 11...., ''""'..,; 

~IJV' .""\ +h .~\1 
~-·- -.. •• ._J 

hl"nr! +horc ;:.1 ·!-hl"! !nh hr.> fn11nrl 1"(1 nP"tS. -· -- ..... ~. _, - .· -··--::J~· ... . .. -··· . 

Gabrie"!so:1 sa\·1 bi:ds in migration at King Cov e on 7 t·1ay 1943. ~(enycn (1964) 

• saw one bird in a marsh on the north side of S~meonof Island on 9 June 1950, 

and Troyer (1968) sav1 four pai~s on Simeonof i n late ~.lune 1968. A breeder, 

commGn summer resident, and comrr.on migrant at Izembek Nv!R (USFHS 19-73). 
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Although this species is c1ea;~1y very common in our area,-we sa\·/ no birds 

in the Koniuji Group. 

Stercorarius oo:nadnus. Pomarine Jaeger. 

Murie (1959) saw one bird near the Shumagins on 23 May 1937. 

We sa\'v' none of these birds this summer, and they are probably rare 

migrants through the offshore waters. 

Stercorarius Q_arasiticus. Parasitic Jac:ger. 

Gianini (1917) considered these b·irds 11 quite common" at Stcpovak Bay, 

... -* 4
·- -~-·- L . - _ J iuL.:.. ::e::: 
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und collected on·~ dark-ph c:: se bird. Troyer (1962) ::.:::.•:1 birds cor!<monly, 

pri n:J.:- i1y inland, on Simeo :.o f Island. On 6 r1ay E / :1 DeaL :::.il ~: three bi ;·ci s 

at S£l_nd ?oint, an ear:y rccJ r d (G & L 1959). " . ('Of:"' i," ;l l """' "I (:) I 't. ;' 
1 . ... I . C \.::. .,; VJ s~0 five light-phase 

b·frds ove1· the m?.':"Sh c.t Sc:nd Point on 26 A.ugust 1S35, the only .Pirds he 

~-a1·; in t he Shurr:c:g i~s. A brc:eder at Izunb ek ii\·!R (L'3i=\,!S iS73). 

From all these ~ecords, one would assume t his species t0 be co~non in 

the l\oni uj i Group. However, i'te only sa1·1 three bir-d s the ent ·i :·e sur.m:er: a 

light-phase bird over Otter Co~e on 31. May and a p~ir of dark-phase birds over 

Grosvold Marshes on Little Koniuji o~ 31 July. As we have seen much fox sign 

in the high tur: d1·a, 1 \'/Oul d assume t hey are keepi r; g the Koni ~:,j i popu! c. ti on 

at a 1 m·; 1 eve~ . 

Stercor&rius lonaicaudus. Long-tailed Jaeger. 

Although Gianin~ (1917) found t hem common at Stepovak Bay, this species 

1::i u j- d. 1 . (: ·._.· Q ~ r· C.. I 1 ~ u ~ : L.Ciulic:k i~~·iR ( US Pri3 .,/""\., ..... \ 
i :..., i ..j i . 

i·!e S&'ll no birds in the Koniuji Grcup. and th~~· are proho.bly rare :;;·igr::.nts 

through the o f~shcre waters . 

Larus hypArboreus. Glaucous Gull. 

This species is a rare winter resident and migrant at Izembek NWR 

(USF\oJS 1973). 

On 17 June we observed one second-year bi rd on the rocks at Hall Island, 

sitting with Glaucous-winged Gulls . 

Larus glaucesceus. Glaucous-winged Gu l 1. 

A colony of 200 pairs was nesting on Murie Islets, Simeonof Island, 

on 6 June 1960; nests had one to three eggs, and some were moderately advanced 

in incubation (Kenyon 1964). Sowls (1 9Z3) censu s estimated a minimum o~ 36,300 

Glaucous-winged Gul ls i n the Shumagins, of which 5,400 were in the Koniuji Group. 
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No birds v1ere se~r: on Hall Island on 6 1·1a.Y~ and ve:~y fe\·J v!ere seen 

around the Yukon Har~or area. The first pairs on Ha11 were seen on 2 June, 

and..Qne pa)l" vta:; seen copulating. A majority of tre population arr~ved 

shortly afterward, and 73% (of 41) of the ~ests had at le~st o~~ egg by 9 June. 

~he first nor.bn:eding irr:n:atures shm-,•ed up ~n L1is aJ-ea about 15 JL:ne. Th:: 

full clutches \·.Jere laid by l7 June, and hatching began in earl~' .July, \·Jith 

a peak about 7 July. 

Food for- the young included limp~ts, la.1·ge fish, dm·my Ancient l~urre;:::ts, .. 
cra.bs, ar:d Arrr.nodvtes he:~aoterus. Chick morta1 ity ap;Jear·ed to be high just 

before fledging, although we could not tell ~·1hy. ! obsen'ed a chick 

regurgitation on 6 August, however, that contJined about 15 rematodes, so 

perhaps this is a major cause of mortality. Chicks i·lere begir::1ing to Jldge 

about 15 August, but a fe\'1 v;ere still flightle3s in early Sep'terr.ber. 

lf<::P nf Pin ~.-,rl I i~~1P k'nni1lii .:>nn,-,;:~'1"<:: tn ~P "Y''irn~ri1" fnr Y'!"'1c""i.,n 
--- .... -·v ····- ___ ..... _ ''"-···-·v· -·~---·- ..,_ -- r- ····-· ··..; ..... ·---- ... ···-

and feeding, prcbably related to fox predation. We ~stimate at least 

2,840 birds in tl:e t(oniuji Group. 

Larus argentatus. Herrin; Gull. 

Gianini (1917) found one nest Hith t\'lo eggs and one ·nest vtith 

three eggs at Stepovak Bay on 27 t·1ay 1916. They \'te1·e evidently abundant 

there, and he saw the first birds at ~·1arzhovoi Bay on 21 June 1940 (G & L 1959). 

Jaques reported one ililffic.ture near the Shumagins in 1930 (r•1urie 1959). --
We saw no Herring Gulls in the Koniuji Group, and they are probably 

cas ua 1 vis itbrs. 

Larus canus. Mew Gull. ----
Kenyon (1964) had nests with full clutches at Simeonof Island on 

·~ 5 June 1960, and reported 15 pairs breeding at Sirr.eonof Harber. t·1urie ('1959) 

-------··---'"!"'-------'lr--,.--,.--,..------·,....,.-----·----·--------
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hu.d th~r:2 or fotJr c.t. ~;agai r,n 16 f·iay 1936, and Sa•! :;or;je at ;_:nga and Sand 

Point o:·; 29 .r .. l;s:..st 1936. The birds Jt Dol~oi \'t2r(; just oeg·:nning to :v::st 

VJherLii:: visit2d on 25 i-:.::y 1937. 

\·ie founc no evider:ce of breeci ing by i·1e; Gt.:ih i n the : ~(; niu.j..:i Group; 
-
~ncvtever, meny no:1-breedcrs fed and loafed in the: ar2a; A tc.:tal of 45 birds 

1·1ere at Sc.r:::Jp·irer Lagoon on 4 July, t:1e ilig~~e st r:uirber l~ecc~'dE:d. Birds \·:en:: 

seen in sca~tered g:cups of up to five birds at ~arious pl~:2s along the 

-coastline, but we never sa~ a~ arou~~ the Gl a~ccus-~inged Gull colonies. 
~ 

l~oe and I observed four fledglings neer Oystercatche~ rocks on 16 August. 

We estim~te a minimum of 110 birds in the Kor. iuji Group. 

Larus ~hiladelohia. Sonaparte ' s Gull. -- ~ 

Gabrielson saw birds at Sand Point on 20 ~une 1960 (G & L 1959). This 

is a rare vagrant at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973) . 

\·ie saw ro birds in the Komuji Gr·uu p, c:nJ t ; ·t~:y ai't:: prc,0c.biy cc.suci Iii 

occurrence t::roughc:1t the Shumagi ns. 

Rl·~s- ... r,·rl-c ... " 1 a Dl-r- '· ,eggoa' l'~ ...... ;\." 'Ke ~ ~ ..... a_ • .... _; _ i • W t C. ...... i~- l .._ 'l I.. l.. I 'I....._ • 

:olonies have been knm·m in the Shumagins fo:~ along time, w'itfl the 

Unga colony the best-k~.o\'m (G & L 1959). Jones (19i'O) mention-ed a "size?cb1e" 

colony on the Haystacks, and considered this the ~ost abundant breeding 

bird en Bird Island. Sowl 's (1973) census esti mates a minimum of 166,000 

bi rds in the Shumagins, with at least 11,000 in the Koniuji Group. - · 

We had a study plot of 155 nests on Hall Island, and a few nests had 

full clutches by 18 June: laying probably began about 13 June. At the 

Cape Thompson colony, 61 5~ had full clutches on 27 Ju.ne, and 24%'had or:e 

egg. Hatching at Hall Island began in the period of 7-10 July, and the 

.... ~· ; entire colony 1·:as wio(;d out by 28 July. r··1any nests were knocked into the 



.~ -, 
"_j \!tater, and all tlir; chicks VJE:re eaten. As near1y as \•te could tel1, tiris 

VJas don::: by a family of five Comr.1on Ravens tha.t inhabited t!H~ ~s12.nd. The 

birds~at this-co·lor:y re;r.&incd on their nests c.t least unti.l v1e left, but 

they did not trv to re::2st. t-ie saw at !east three fledglinas at-the Castle 
- .J I v ---Rock colony on 9 August, and savJ fledglings ar-ound carip soon aft2n1ad. 

We had nesting colonies on Hall Island, Castle Rock, a~d Big Koniuji; 

birds did not nest on any other island in the Koniuji Group, but nonbreecers 

used many offshore rocks and islets. W'e estisate at least 28,24-2 birds in .. 
the Koniuji Group. 

Xema sabini. Sabine 1 S Gull. 

This is a rare migrant at Izembek NHR (USFHS). 

There are r.o records in the Shumagins, and they are probably rare to 

:~ castJD-1 mijrants through offshore Haters. 

r------
1 ' 

J 

Sterne. paradisea. Arctic Tern. 

Kenyon ( 19611) sa\'1 a co 1 any of 7 5 pairs c.nd one of 20 pi rs nesting 

on Murie Islets, Simeonof Island. On 6 June 1960, t~o nests had 1 egg 

each, ten nests had tv:o eggs each, and b·JO nests had three_ eggs each. 

Troyer (1968). also reported them nesting on inland lakes on Sir.eonof. 

Gabrielson found a co1ony in Morzhovoi Bay in 1944 (G & L 1959), and Gianini 

(1917) said they \'/ere present in 11 limited nur.:Jer·sn at Stepovak Bay. Sowl 

(1973) did not note birds at the Simeonof colony in 1973, and saw no other 

colonies in the Shumagins. 

On 31 July, Moe and I observed a pair by the Grosvold Camp at Little 

Koniuji Island. They \'Je:e probably from the Simeonof colonies~ \o.Je savJ 

no sign of nesting in the Koniuji Group. 

---·-------------
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/~ Ster~1a clr.utica. Aie·:tian Tc:rn. 
l 

Th·is ·is 2 com::1on breeder at Izembd: r!\·:R (USF~!S 1973), and it v.lso 

breeds at Port ~~ller (G & L 1Y59). 

There are no records of the /\leutian Ten·, in 

~re pi~ob&b ly ~~are to cast.:a i in occun'er:ce. 

Llria aalqe. Corr::::on r;urre. 

Uria lo~~ia. Thick-billed Murre. .. 

~.L"'A 
l..i.i""" Shumagins, and they 

Gabri ei son ( G & L 1 S59) says he 'i1as searched carefully fcl~ Thi ck-bi 11 s 

in the Shumagins witho~t ever seeing one he was sure was of this species. 

However, he goes further to state that, although this doesn't indicate an 

absence of this species, it shows a prsponderence of Cc~rnon Murres. Sowl 's 

(1974) census estimates a minimum of 308,200 birds in the Shumagins, with 

r~---, 8,0CO of the:;e in :he Kcniuji Gl~oup. The largest co1or~y is at Karpa 

Island, with an esti~ated 240,000 birds. 

We were not sure ~hcther Thick-billed Murres nested on Castle Rock, 

as Moe and I did not distinguish any on our visits on 26 June and 24 July. 

However, \'le \·Jere able to count 258 birds of this species and 438 Cor.c11on 
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Hur-res on 9 August, v:hen n·;ost of the Common i··lurres had left. They v1ere nesting 

r" 
<) 

in more inaccessible crevices and behind Common Murres. We were unable to 

census this colony before birds left, and its remoteness made it impossible 

for us to find out anything tangible about their· breeding chronology_ . t~e 

did, ho\'Jever, estimate the population at 7,200 Common and 800 Thick-bille:d 

Murres (assuming Sowl's census of 8,000 birds is correct). 

Non-breeders occasionally showed up in the Yukon Harbor ul~ea, and sooe 

were taken by Bald E3gles. 

--·- ···----,.--------------------
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Cer-phus cc;ltr :~~~c .. P i~ r::on Guillemot . 

Thi~- sp2c i es h<E a breerlinc range i n .41J.s!~;1 that extends from Little 

D1omg_de to ForTest2 ·: ' Island; Caii four.d ~t u c:c:·:·.~;:on breed·ing bird in the 

Sh~HTlaga~ ns ( G ~~. L 1 c r.: o) J....J.., • Kenyon ( 19 G<"t) est i me "~cci about 50 r·a i r:_s _nes ~ i n9 o. t 

~T'iurie L"icts on Si r.-.ecn CJf Island in ear1 y Jun2 1:•00. -Sovtl's (197 ·) U:i :sus 

estim3ted a m ~n~~uffi of 15,270 birds in the Shumilg ir.s, of which 1! ,500 were 

in the Koniuji Gro~p . 

This species i: a co:;,mo n bi~eeder .. in the l~c;1 iuj i Grcup, pr ·in;a.ri1y because 
~ 

it occupies E1 1 available coastline. We part icu larl y enjo~·ed t~ese birds, as 

they i·Jere ah: .'~v s evident wherever \•Je \'!ent, and -~·.h eir quiet disposition \·/as a 

ref:~eshi ng cha:1ge f:--om some of the other seab·i:'::! species present in our c:r12a. 

Moe and Llerry r-:uehl e l~eported birds pres en t around Y~kon Harbor on 6 

l·tay, and v:e Sci"! them occupying the cliff crev·ices at Yukcn Heed on 1 Jur;e. ThE 

majority of bids c.tT~ved en ~1asse on 2 June, o.s we saw a raft of 200 birds off 

Hall Island and over 400 in Yukon Harbor on tho.·~ date. One copL•1at~ c . i·:as c:Jso 

observed on this dat2. On 3 Jun~ we observed ~ flock of 1,500-2,000 birJs in 

Yukor1 Stra·its, and irr.:n::.ture or r.onbreeding bi ds (in v!inter plumage) \'lei·e seen 

in 1ovJ ma:ibt:rs aroi.!nd Hall Island during t his period. A ferna1e col.~ected on 

8 June had an enlarged fol'!icle that was ready to rupture, and-thus \·:ould 

probaoly have laid on 9 or 10 June . Full clu tch es 1•1ere cor:1pleted around 

15 June, and birds v1e1~e first seen carryi ng fis h on 14 July. Hatching continued 

to 20 July, with the peak about 15-16 July. Mo e observed a bird in Thottled 

intermediate plumage begging food from adults on Hall Island on 17 July. The 

first fledglings were seen 10 August in Kelp Cove, and they became more common 

shortly afterward. These birds appeared fligh tl ess and seemed to prefer-the 

. calmer bays and coves. A few birds were seen carrying fish at Hall Island as 

) 1 ate as 30 August. 
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Our v:or!~ cstifi~ate;. c.t least 5,760 bi rds in the f~oniuji Group. 

!3tachv:·c:.r:-.:::.hus rr,c;n~;or at:o-:us. i;~~rbled f·~un·elet. 

13r·u.ch:;r;:::-,c;h:.~s b:·2vi~·.:::o-:ris. f~ittlit2; 1 S 1·1urn;let .. 
~ 

Gianini (1917) sa~ Marb l ed ~urrelets si nglJ and ·fn pairs in Ste~ovak Bay 

inJun::: ·i916. This species is a rai·e permanc=;,t :-- esident of !zembe!~ ii\·IR (USF:,!S 

1973). Ge01·ge Divoky (pers. comm.) saw a f e1·: birds in Fox Farmer 1 s Co·;e, Big 

Koniuji, on 11 Juiie 1973. .. 
... 

Kitt1itZ 1 S Murre1ct is a breeder and rare mi grant at I:embek NWR (CSFWS 

1973). 

These tt·:o species must b2 considETed ran: to casual in ou1· area. Cay and 

Schad sa1<1 at least t•.·:o pairs of Marbleds in the calm l'!c.ters of Sandy C'l)ve, Little 

Koniuji, on 2 J!liy, but v1ere unable to collect any to detennine their breeding 

stu. tu: . \ I • I .! \J .. :._,_ ("' .! ...... , .: .L.,.. +~r. n -k.-..."" C",.._.L. .. ! ...... 1""\Y"'C"' f""i"":.mm I 'rl\tf nn~ 01 L u I t l l U"UII ...; ""' u. I v~ V••-j' \,;\..Ci ...- -_.~ _._ ":-'·-· ...:· ..._ . ...... .. . ; -- · - · 
:)..t;+r:.Y""r:.f"\t)n 
"'"" .......... ··--·· 

of lti July. f··ioe obs~ :·v ed tv:o birds in intem:.::diate plumage in Yukon Harber 

on 17 ~u gust, 2nd D2y saw one in full wi~ter plumage ther2 on 18 August. 

We observed no ~itt1itz 1 s Murrelets in th2 Koniuji Group, but found the 

remah;s of one bird in a Bald Eagle aerie on Oystercatcher Rocks o-n 30_fl.ugust. 

Synthlibara~rhus anticuus. Ancient Murrelet. 

Murie (1959) fcund this species common in the Shumagins on 23 May 1937. 

Gabrielson sm·t several birds at Simeonof Isla r.<j on 19 August 1946 (-' $. L 1959). 

Sowl (1973) found over 1,200 birds/square nautical mile in Twelve-Fathom 

Strait on 11 June 1973, over half of which were Ancient Murrelets. He went 

further to say that Little Koniuji has few bi rds unless this species nests 

there. He also observed a flock of 5,000 birds near Porpoise Harbor, Nagai 

_) Island, on 9 June 1973. 
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1-'e hJ.d three r:icjOl' conccntru ti on:; of ;.nci ent t-:url'C 1 ets in the Koni uj i 

Gro~:p: Cas~:e Re>c~:, PeninsuL1 Island, <i rl' l ~a i l Llv.nd. They are also pt'csent 

on i~rre Roc ks in lov: ~H1mbers. \·!e obse l'Ved a s i nC:1e b1rd in Yui~on HJ.rbo;' en 

3 June, and the w~ol2 population showed up on 7 June, as we sa~~ ~lock of o~er 
-
~"' onn ;-,:,...;,.. •A;o.f' -;. ,r: ,·p Vui'"'n , ... .,a~1·r: on this d -- ~·a L' O•\'lir.o '"' ' 1 id :' ·~rl•l ~r .-· • '"'C\d f'., v\..:' ....,11 \...:~ f L~ l t,.1._ ... : • 1 '~ vvo I'""""' 1 Cl .... ._. \.4.,, o : l~ ,_.., -·•-• ,J .._.,. _., . ..,_ , . .._ 

shoct1y tr,or.::: f tu, for v:2 found fu11 cl ut::hes in be in a. jo;'ity or~ 18 Ju:~~ 

(an averEge ~f seven days between eggs) . The movement of downi2s to the sea . 
occurred t~~ week of 8-15 July, and v~ry few adults w2re seen n2ar Hall Island .. 
().fter the lS~h . The dc~·mies al so sho'r'1ec up ~n gull -and river ottc:r sc2..ts 

during this period. On 15 fl.ugust, Day and r·~o e ocser-ved v1hat app:.3.:~ed to be 

flightless fledglings in Kel p Cove, and we saw no birds after this date. 

On 24 July we saw a raft of 2,500-3,000 bir~s between Peni~sula Island 

and Big i~oni u ji ir~ t:1e evening , and found birds still on eg9s at Peninsula. 

Th"'· +hpv ..,., ;!ct h.".:; ~;:-tiP h Phind tho f-!;::11 T <~ 1 .:1r..i rnlrnv in rh~nnnlncw 
. • .. - " - . . ··v .. . - - - . • . . . - - . - . - • • . . . . • . - . - . . . . - ·- . . .. - - - . - .. .., . • . -. . - .. - . - _,-.~ • 

Ancient3 app2ared ~o feed entir~1y arou~~ Hall Island, and six of the 

seven birds collected just offshore had stcmachs full of shrimp. 

Fr"om what v:e COL!ld tell in our study area on Hall Island, Ancients 

suffered heavy 1 asses C~<ri ng the br:::edi ng season: the !3a ~ d Eagi es -ther_? 

preyed heavily en thsi!:, and gu lls anci Peregri ne Falcons also inflicted their 

tolls. 

I found a nest on the bare ground on center Murre Rock on 15 July that 

had evidently been abar.doned early in incubation. 

We estimated a minimum of 36,000 birds in the Koniuji Group, with the 

largest population at Caste Rock. 

Ptychcr:;,mohus aleuticus. Cass i n's Auk l et. 

Hurie (1959) savi several birds jus t -east of the Shumagins on 23 t·1ay-1937' . 

. ) Littlejohn recorded a large col ony i n the Sanak Islands that was exterminated 
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by Blue Foxes at the turn of the century (G & L 1SG9). Sol';l (1973) sa\·! birds in 

10\J numbers t:t Ha!l und He:~c:ndeE:n Is l ands on 11 .june 1973. He also SJ.\·J ~i:-ds in 

Unga~Sttait pn 8 Jur12, bet1·:een the H c: ~·stacl:s .:: r:d i·iagai on 9 June, and outside 

Cold Bay on IG Juile. 
-

!!!"'""-
This sec·etive bird \•:as very dHficul-:: t o see in our are::L ~ :·:dec::d, ·;te on1y 

sa1·1 onE: b·ird on tlie '.'later the enti1~2 summer--·J. single bird in i ~ :..~ : : ast Harbor, 

Little Kaniuji, Oil 31 July. However, skulls occ:sionally sho~ e~ J in gull 

-casts or, Hall Island dul"ing June and July, ccnf i nnir.g their pre~:: :~ce on that 
... 

island. 

PGthaps the most excit·lng find of the sw:;:: : ~r v1as an extrerre!y lal~gr; colony 

of this species on Castle Rock on 24 July. Of seven birds in ~~:ts, one was 

on eggs and six were on chicks weighing from 19 to 205 grams. M~e and. I spent 

the day on Castle on 9 August, and confirmed t hat the coiony \·:as large: we 

estim~tcd ~~ 1:~~t 22,000 bu~ra~s the~e. pri~~ ~i1y at the f~r W9st And. Almost 

all the chicks were fledged by this date, and these few remaining weighed 

between 163 and 202 grams. Some subcolonie~ w~re in group: of 500 to 2,000 

densely-packed burrows on the steep hillsides . We were unable to walk in most 

plac!:s vtithout destroying many .burro~·!S, and t :1 e ground 1-.ras entirely bo.re in 

these areas. 

We did not find these birds breeding on Peninsula Island, although the 

nocturnal Ancient t'iurrelet is present . Hm·;ever, Cassin's Auklets appear to 

be more strongly colonial from the evidence on Castle Rock. 

Ed Bai1ey (pers. comm.) recorded 10-12 birds birds/hour betv1een here 

and the Serr. ~ di Islands on 23 July, and I 1·:oul d assume they an; from this 

colony. Considering their distribution in th e v;estern Shumc:gins and the 

remoteness of the Haystacks, I would venture t o predict a colony on these 

islands. 
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Cvc 1 orrh ''lKhus Ds i-:: -::.:~ c u 1 c.. Pa ro. kee t fl.u k 1 e t. 
~ -.c...:...;_:..;_~ .L'---'----'--

Tarlel:on Be.un :-~~ortcd th~s speci~s bn:ecing en Little Koniuji in July 

l88G:, and Ga_brielscn -:-ound it "qui ~e . abut,d 2 nt" i n the Shur.1agins on 19-20 

August 1546, especia~1y about Simeonof IslaGd (G & L 1959) . f(E:r~on r; o.c.· \ IJ \ l _, v ""T i :; C.\·~ 

-...--
- scattered birds of~:~ore at Simeonuf in Ju~e 1960, but saw no evid2nce of ~~sting. 

Ho\'tever, he did resord it nesting D.t Herendeen I::; land. Sov1l's (!9?3) census 

estirnatsd a mini n·:1..!::1 of 29,000 birds in t he Sh:..: :;,agi n:s, v:Hh 29,000 of t!:es e : n 

the ~oniuji Gro~p. .. 
... 

Birds were h2avily courting w~en we f irs t observed them on 31 May. an~ 

copulations were recorded on 5 June. Egg-layi ng was thought to have occurred 

the v:eek of 8- 15 J~.:ne, and a chick v;eighing 76 gr~ms ·.:as found on Hall Isiz-.nd 

8 July (estime.ted h:::.tching 3-7 July). Ch·ic ks v1 ere f·irst heard in Landir.g 

Cove, Han Isle.nd, or. 15 July. Fledging occu1· r2d the first tv:o l':eeks of August, 

.. .:.;..t- .:..t.. _ __ .. _, - ·--··-....! ""!" /\., ..•.• ,....... I,...,..,... +h~M 1:'"'J r, h ;, ... ,i:;- t · t!::.'""=-' C"!:I.Cn ~""fl~rr.~ ~::11 ~!"' 
'r'-.'i ~II \..lit.: ~'GCI.C\. Ul u""''""" tV 1"\...,.:-·P·".;.'-' • --.,).; -v••-•• '"" ""' """'' ' -- "-' .... __ ....,.,, -· ..,. .,_, __ ··-· · .. . . 

12 August, and the 1a5t birds were seen en 18 August. 
i 

Parakeet Aukl~ts occupied all avai l able hab ita t on the coastli~2--cli~f 

and talus areas ove1· ~.:he water on Big Koniuji, be[1.ciJ tc:1uses on Hall and 

Atkins Islands, and even burro~s in the Cassi ~ 's Auk1et colonies on Castle Rock. 

The last-rr:entioned place had a spectacu1 ar display of birds when !'t,oe and 

I visited on 26 June--\'.'e had a gut reaction of possibly as many as40,0DO tirC:s 

around the island. I have never seen them in such numbers as I did that day. 

On 24 July I estimated 14,000 birds around Castle Rock, and on 9 August ~~oe 

and I counted only about 1,000 birds there (during fledging). Of eleven 

birds collected there on 24 July, only four were breeding. Thus, consider ~ ng 

the small amount of talus present (although some ~ndoubtedly us~ burrows-and 

crevices), the high percentage of nonbreeding birds, and the large variation 
~ -

__ ) in populations throughout the surrmer, I be 1 i eve our es tin;a te :Jf 14,000 birds 



Puge 30 

o!l Cu.stl~ P.ock may ccn-::c:ir: a sm& !l perc'=:lta.r;r: :j7 a. c. tua l breeders. This is 
I 

suppo1·tc-:! by the fact that So~·: l (i973) record~;: 3,08() birds 2t Herendeen Island 

on lD_June and 9,000 t hel"e on i l J~·ne 19;-3. Thus, I feel fro~ t:1is evic2nce 

that there is a large fJG[)Ulot i cn of n::m-br;:;;:.:i ng b·i r ds in this .f.l.:_ea, and that 

~-he numtel" of br,:.:edir:g birds is i imited (b./ ·t-o;Jd? -·- there is s u~·eiy enc. ~:sh 

habitat!). 

Of 42 birds collected, ali ind s:nall p1.::.: t ~c pa r ticles of :1:::: e:rtain 

origin in their gizzards. .. 
... 

Aethio. cr·Istc.teila. Crested Auklct. 

T01·msend (1913) discovered the Yuk.: r. Hc.!~:or cclcny, and at that time 

considered this coior1y ~o b2 larger thai< the l..e=.st Au!~let colony c:t the 

Pribilofs, the center of abu ndance for that species (3ent 1919). In A~gust 

1946 Gabrielso n saw large numbers in the sout~ern part of the Shumagins, 

~ ~ .. • • ... • I I ,... ! . . . . . - - .r. T - , ~ -- ~ - I r- c I 
~::,p~Cl5.li.Y O.D':.ii.i i. i:)i f- ·:.i d.iiU :JiiliCUfiUi - ~ - ~.~i : ~~ \'- v: L... 

,r~ r:-n\ \:-..""""'"',...,_ o,,""'rf 
t ;;...;..,j. ....; ; ,;._-• • :..·J' ....:. _ 

(pers. comm. ) repol·ted seeing.:: flock o7 18,0CJ birds in the Shu:nc..gins in 

February 1~72. So\-Jl (1973) reccnicd birds around Cu.pe Thompson, Yukon 

Ha r bor, Koniuji Strait, and Granite Cove (al1 a t Big Koniuji) in June 1973. 

Ed Bailey (pers. cotru"71.) sav1 three parti al and one complete albino at th~s 

time, all in Granite Cove. 

The glacial cirque talus over Yukon Ha1·bor is the main coiony of Crested 

Auklets, with an estimated 25,000 birds occupying it. There a1·e also small 

co l onies at Granite Cove, Castle Roc k, and near the Cape Thompson Kittiwake 

colony. 

1·1oe and Jerry Ruehie sav: a flock of 2,GCO birds about t\":o miles east of 

Hall Island on 6 May, and they were courting in large numbers at that time. 

Birds 1-:ere thought to lay e ~:;g s from Z8 i·.iay to i2 June, and one female co.11ected 

"--~-- - .... ~-- .... . - - - --··- -·· 
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en 6 Jun: hc.cf a fresh post-ovulatory io11 ~c 1e. Ha tching e>:tenc;ed through the 

pel~ i od of 5- 20 July, and fledgi ng occurTed ~tOii: 10 to 25 August. The adults 

1eft v~ ith t i1::: chic::s, o.:1d non-Lr·~ t;: der s ':t:::r· e seen until tile end of August. TL-2ir 

p1~ese:1ce ·; ,, the h3.rb:Jr becan!e very s po tt~~' :: cd th:: end of .'lua··'"" " · U".._~, -1 1 
f\ ..., i.A .::.> ~~,- I I l.. I 1 Q I 

~ ,. s ~ ~,;::. ~ " -·. -1 (;" ,, $~""' f) i " - ~·~-or ='U '-'lli . ;_c., e \.1 , , L "'t· , c •. . u\.o • 

Crested Auk1 ets unfortn:ate1y \·J e"'e a ma jO!~ food SC!..itce f ol- ~ed Foxes, 

Bald Eag1cs, and Per~s; rine Falccns , Tl1 cy suffered he2'.'Y losses :,:s sumiP.s-1-

• t ' ~ .. • • • • I - rf .C f " • . , • • • 1n ne cotOi11eS 2t ~r;e soutf: enu o. ;.:i!,.9 :-..o nEiJl. 

These: bi d:; app::212d to - I reec a!JC.:.; t 3 to 1 0 i;; i1 es e:ast of ~ : ::.11 Island, 

and fe\·1 of the birds vte collected cc n·~ a. incd f ood. Nor;e of the 32 bh·ds c~llected 

contained p ·: ast~c particles, in dil- ~ c t cont·;~ast -:..~ the Parz,ker:-:: i'.u; : ~ets. 

Aethia pusi 11 a. Least Auklet. 

Keny" .... ( ·· ar-:ti) S"'·' ~ f 1 oc!.- of -four h•1··.Js - -~-- -!- 1-. n n'cl-+-h or- c- -· - ---r~ 
"1 VII . l;;;Q; ;..;. Jt Q I l '\. • J..Ji \.l 0.;... l..:: ._ 1 \ . lt,t, -' ··· . • \.) 

LJ':"\~hi"\Y. 
IIU ; L,:,.;& """"' ., V:l V 

,,,~,.., lOhn 
v-..:~ ; ~ '.,: -...,: ·_; ~~~ - ~~"-~~~ + h ~~ ·_,;, ; ; ·..:. : ,_:.... ·-·~ ·....;; .... . ...: ;... , ; ·- -~= t o b~ t: ('~ II (l i -i r1C/ ·, 1"'\·'-

; ..... ' . .... ;.· j 
· - . ..-~:_).; V'l~ .; 'f"'' 

B 1 ' E -. -1 c. - t::> ~ ' '"' r• :..; -1~ ::> ' 0 " I 1 " 1 ~ -'- .... ' r.· - ·'· • " T · · ~ ~ f ~ 0.-:: Q ) • r. 1 • a a.u a:; - l!-~~ '- •' le t: . _na~...: !1 s ~ no a l.- ;...il e sa .• :..: i- l iTk. royc ; \ •. . ~...~,, o ..• J 

saw 5 birds around S~m~8nof in late June 1968. ~owl (1~73} di d n0 ~ ~ecc:i 

them in the Shumagins in 1973. 

Day saw one bird fly out of a talus area c:; t'"le nm·th side of Cast1e 

Rock on 24 July. · Considering they have b~en recor ded breeding as far east 

as Chov1iet in the Semidis (Galen Bu r rell , per s . cc:nm.), I feel safe in saying 

that they almost cert.1inly breed in very lo\"1 numbers on Castle Rock. 

\.Je found one wing in the Oysterca tcher Rock eagle aerie on 30 August. 

Cerorhinca monoceratc.. Rhinoceros Au kle t . 

Sm·:l (1973) obsel-ved one bird off fiurr:a gat Isi and (at the mcrrth of f•lor-zhovoi 

Bay) on 18 June 1973. 
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\·Ie obs~t·ve.d no Lhir.ocercs ;~.uf-1ets in t l:-:: ~ :or.iL!ji i):oup, but considering 

J. Sov;l's record and th2 colonies on l:·Jaiushak Is l a~:d and Uie Sernicl"i Islands 

(D H S '-'n'nl" "'"'rc- "~ .., 'L-,~;o Lnc- h -.-. .-. "' " · ,.,.,...., - -;-~ ..,,,,) ·•_: • 11 ·- · c.;, 11 - -'• ~01,, ... ; c. na c.~!'-' '-->C. ' ·-" ' , 1-'el S. C·~· ,: .: ... , rr::Sf)eo...-IVt=.j , 

I wo:..:ld assur;:e it is of ra:e and possible ~::~::di ng o:ct1rr2r:ce ill. the Shu;·:iagin 

~Islands. 

Fratercula corniculat~. Hor~ed Puffin. 

Bent ( 1919) so.y~ this bird is corrJllon i :1 the Shwr,:gi r&s ad 1.:h2l'E are - -
eg9s to. ken there as 1 ong ago as 24 ·-h!~e 1887. v~n ' 'O"" fl.:::• · ··) c-::.·,, .... ,.,n 

a\.C: ..; Ot \ 1 ~1..-'"t 1 -~~~ l.~..,. I pa i 1~s 

at Simeonof Harb8r (b~t no s i gn of breeding). and Troyer (1953) considered 

it rare there. Jones (1970) menUoned a C::Jicr,y on the Hay~~tac: : ::: and cons·;dscsd 

it the fourth rr.ost cc..:r:D1un nesting seabi;~d o:~ Bil'd Island. Sov:1 ' :_ (1973) 

census estimat:;d a minimum of 190,750 bil·ds in t he Sl:umagins, ill> '!6l".600 

of these in th2 Kon i uji Group. 

,. - - . -. . -
l'iUc ::,u.~·· Iii.) 

, , _ . . . 
iiiJT ' iif..:U 

"' ,.. ,.. . 
;·ui i ·;r:::, LJii 

~ .. 
u !'tdj"' 

. .. 
tii iU -~.iit~rc \'J:~··c Vt~r ~,. -, CVi QfUi1i"iU VihEn 

we arrived on 28 ~3y. After this our observations arc rather sketchy, ~ut 

breeding chronohJgy sesm2d to go as follov;s: 1) birds v:etei seen copulating 

from 7 June to at le~st 23 June; 2) laying was at least up to 11 July; 3) the 

birds evidently left for up to a \•!eek or S::l .:: ~·t2r 1-J.yir.g, ~ then began in-cuba:ir.g; 

4) chicks hatched bet\-teen 28 July and 14 August ., \'c'ith the peak 5-8 August; 

5) the chicks averaged about 400 grams each when we left in early September 

(a few weeks to fledging). 

Horned Puffins \·:ere one of the most co,n:::::~n breeding birds in the Ken i uj i 

Group, occuping many head la~ds and cliffs on Big and Little Koniuji. The 

Koniuji Strait colony v1as estimated o.: 60,000 birds, but it rr.::ty possibly 

contain more (Sowl estimated 140,000 birds in 1973). It is certainly an 

i111pressive colony. The Cast l e Rock colCh'lY cccupies most of the western _half· 

. ) 
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of that is1r:nd; most bi:·.:is are in c:..n overgro:·:n t c,1:Js-boulckr a!·ee., but many 

~lso occupy cliff crevice~. 

Dark-faced i~mat~res were first seen on 3 Aug ust~ and they ~ecumQ slightly 

more common cfter that. . 
;.. \·Je recorded thE:::! r:t: sting on 0.11 the offsho1·e isiapds, c:r;d e:· . . _:ted ~t 

least 141,140 birds in t~e Koniuji Group. 

The fox~s pre_yed heavily on puffins at the l~oniuji Str.::it colony, ktt •,.;e 

we1·e t.:nc.!::'le to quanJ.:ify the ·i nt'ens i ty of pre de.. ti en. .. They ~·:err:: also a ·,"avcdte 

f0od of the Bald Eagles. 
.. 

Lunda cirrhata. Tufted Puffin. 

Kenyon (1954) sa~ ~o birds around Simeonof Island in early June 1950, 

but Troyer (1968) cor;sidered them common ther~ in late June; 1963. Jcn~·s (1970) 

mentioned a sizeable colony at the Haystacks, and considered th:::m the third 

m"~+ ro"'!"!"'T'T1'"'~ " l""' f'c-~-inn rt"":t.:::f-... -!vori ::::.+ 1-.1.-t~rl 1 <' ., '!> nrt Ur\l.,r."'HnV" 
: ::•_.....; ~ '""'--"1: :.+ ::-_• :: II' ... • ' - I.::..- ..0 --...t~'.; 'w.:. '-'\ '.., •-· ; t •• • ""...J : ~ = : · . ~ . . '"" : ; ._ . ·-: :;. 

'('\'"'1 ,·1 u ·, ·-c \ 
·-··- : · . ' '..- . , , I : 2.\',' \,'C.V'\1 

~ ,_..; 

fet birds or bu;'rm'.' s ~t Bird rs·land on 12 June 1973. His crnsus estir,lated 

a lil1nir.1:..:;n cf 237,800 birds in the Snurnagir:s, \·:Hb 142,200 c:f thes2 in the 

Koniuji Group. 

Moe observed no Tufted Puffins aro!.l nd Big Koniuji on 6 t-1ay, but the-y \1/C!re 

fair1y common ~·:hen \1/E arrived on 28 t•iay. \·Je saw at least tv.;o c-opu1aticns in 

Yukon Straits on 31 1·~ay, and egg-laying was fi~)u l~ed to occur betv:een 25 ~~lay 

and 5 June. Hatching ranged from 8 July to about 22 July, and the peak was - -
about 15 July. The first fledging occurred bet\veen 24 and 28 August, and the 

peak was 29 August and 1 September. 

Although they burrowed when po~sible, mos t birds nested in crevices or 

in mixed rock and soil habitat. This is probably because thick soil is at 

a premium in the Shumagins . 

I' -· - - -·- w ... '""' .... ·- -· -
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Dirds 1·!c1·e veiA'j' conr:~cn along the coc.st of Big and Little Koniuji, and 

we estim2.tcd a rnin ·in!um of 107,~:80 birds i n ths Koni uji Group. 

The Castle Pock colo~y is an amaz i ng sight. When Moe and I first visited . 

on 25 June, the air and ~ater was filled with Tuft rd Puffins .to about 1 l/2 
. 

,.;;n;les a;·1ay frcfii shore; '>'IE Est·i m~ted poss-ibly c.s many?~ 200,GOC1 bi:ds there 

(pUiAely gut react ion). On 24 July they \'iere no t nearly so c-.: : . , -:~·:Jn, ar.d our 

estimate dropped to about 100,000 birds. On our last trip on 9 August we 

estimated 80,000 birds breedin1 there. Al though we were unable to get 
w 

to the eastern half of the ishnd on t his date , it seems ce1At<::in it is alr:lost 

entirely of this species, as the western half i s ~orned Puffins. 

~e observed a dark-faced im~ature near Peni~s ula Island on 24 July 

and one near Hall Island or. 1 Septsmber. 

This species is another favorite prey item of the Elald E:;.gle, and rera,H1S 

showed up in aeries all st..trrrner. 

Both this s~ecies and the Horned Puffin are not nearly sc abunda~t on 

the west side of Big Koni~ji as they are on the eQst side. This s c ~~s almost 

entirely due to the outcroppi ng of flysch rocks there, which weathers with 

very fe\'i crevices. 

Nyc tea scar.di aca. Snm·Jy 01·Jl 

On 8 May 1944 Frank Beals saw three birds on the tundra in back of 

Sand Point village. He stated that villagers repo1At them as year-round residents - -
and be 1 i eve they nest the·re ( Gabri e i son and L i nco 1 n 1959). 

l~e observed no Snm-JY Oi'lls in the Koniuji Grcup, but they are probably 

casual winter visitors to the area. 

As i o fl amn~eus. Short-eared 01'!1. 

', _) 
Gabrielson and Lincoln (1959) recor-d eggs i n the National r·iuseum taken 
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fJ~orn a n2st on Unga Islc.!~d on 26 June 1893 . r::.1 r i e (1959) sav-.1 one bird neal~ 

Sand Poin>.; on 16 f·':ay 1936. 

~e saw no Short-eared Owls i n the Kcniuj i Group; howevEr, this is not 

surprising, as ther::: are no microtines in this :~i~ e a of the Shu~~Sjns. 
-
~ 

- -· t·-1eaacel"'Yte a1cvon. Belted Kingfisher . 
. _ . ..;;_ ~ -~ 

'. 
-:. .. 

In 1943 Beals found a nest near the canne ·:·y at Sand Point. It also 

\'Jin>Lers in the Shurr.agins (G & 6 1959) • 
.. 

He obser·: ed no Kingfishers in tb,e Koniuji Group. 

Rioaria rioar ~ a. Ban~ s~allow. ___.___ ~.;:::_:;;.;__:._;_ 

Gabrielson found colonies at Sand Point on 12 June, at Unga on 18 June, 

and at Simeonof on 20 August (1946) (G & L 1959). Troyer (1958) found.birds 

common around Simeonof in lateJune 1968, and f ound a coicny en the southv.'est 

cornl?r . ,lnnpc; (1970) recorded birds on Chernat:Ji~a but not Bird Island. A 

breeder and CJmi~lon s~ii:i ;:~r residsnt c,t Izembek i-.!1.·m (USn1S 1973). 

~ie found e1 sma!l colony in 'a sa,irly bank at the head of Long Bay on 14 Ju;·.~, 

and sa\v up to 19 birds in that area during th2 surr:.;er. Hm·tever, very few of ::. ~1e 

nests were ever completed. Changeable weather and cold nights probably rr.ake 

nesting a tenuous occupation for this and the other swallows in this area. 

We also observed birds at Camp Pond, at Sandy Cove, Little Koniuj~, and 

at Grosvold Camp, Little Koniuji. There is probably a small colony somewhere 

on Little Koniuji. The last bird was seen on 20 August, near camp.-· 

Iridoprocne bicolor. Tree Swallow. 

On 9 June 1960 Kenyon (1964) saw a flock of ten birds going north over 

Simeonof Island. Smvl (1973) sa\'J birds at Sand Point on 8 June 1973. A 

breeder and rare sumrr:er resident at Izembek Nt·!R (USFV/S 1973). 

~~-.-,...,.,== ......... - ................... ,_.._.-...~, ...... ··--v- ., _ • ..,... • .,..._.. . ~~ --
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\·Je sa\'! one ~i rd in c:::np on 7 Jur~C!. A p:ti r co;~ ·.:1 a ~~d en tile cabin in 

th2 mornin,j of ~0 June, ;;:r.d sang a t c2<mp en 11 J ur::; . Our last r~::c .xd 1·1as 

of a si~le b~td around camp all day on the d::~y o"" 12 Cu ne. 

Hiru~Jo rus~i ca . Barn Swallow. 

Gian~ ... .; (lrll7\ -fo u r-'~ o::o·:·~ nc.st.; l"' or.~ 11 " '' - e a ... s.L.,~ ··· · · I , B.,y on I I I • I I ' j ..1 I J I : ,.._: 0. . I,.., j I I._ I I~ I ( J. 'J .,../, .::::. :.... '-· ,_ j~ ._; ·: · ... ~ ....... 

17 1· -lolr. Th' :"" ~ , ,..· -1"',., -r- ;- ' ~ -~-- I .. ~. ,. ti'-'R ; ·:· . . - .~ 107"' uune ... u. .1S spec . _s iS .... C~1C~:. •• ~ .. I U l. zer.: :A~ .. \ ,J , . . . . ::::, IJI.Jj. 

He obs2rved no Barn Swallows in the Koni uji Group~ a;_ · 1hey are probably 

accidental in occurre~ce there. .. 
,_ 

Periso~eus ca~Bd2nsis. Gray Jay. 

Giani:li (1917) sc.;·: four birds at Stepovak Bay i n June 1916. Hov:ever, 

s ince Murie (1959) calls this a surprising reco rd , and since there are no 

l'ecords v:est of there (USF'iiS 1973), I believe thc:. t these may have heen Northern 

r"L . -~1 . .. -
.;)(lJ " 1 "c::.. J:_,,_ , , _ . • .:~ ~!-- oo --.Jw o• _;,,. ' ''"...,.. -., (' ...., .... , . , ..,. ,. , ,, 

n\..:W'it:::YC.i" II L..JIC'r 0\-l..U Q ! I._Y ~-.,:::, , t. V I <.J., ) U u., i· ...,, 

Shumagins must su~ely be consi~2red acc~de ~t31. 

Pica oi ca. 81 ilCl(- bil 1 ed tiagpi e. __ ......__ 

.:..h" .. ,.._ I',...,.. , < V' V• • . • .- ,., .; "' +-l""\,.... 
l..oll\,; 6. VV\o......O t ' '- • '""'...,; '{I 0... 1 1'-

Gianini (19 i 7) sen·: fully feathered young on th e beachr::s at Stepovak 8a~; 

early in July 1916. Gabrielson saw bi rds at Sa nd Poi~t on 20 June and at 

Unga on 15 August 1946; they are also reported l':i nter i ng in the-Shumagins 

(G & L 1959). Murie (1959) found a nest with e i ght eggs on Nagai Islan~ on 

16 t•iay 1936. !(enyon (1954) sa\v about 30 birds at the north end of Simeonof 

Islar.d in t~arch 1955, and found tvJO nests there in early June 1960. iroyer 

(1968) considered thr=.'TI co:nmon at Simeonof i n l ate June 1968. Jones (1970) 

saw birds at Bi rd and Chernabura Islands . Sowl (1 973) recorded birds at 

Flying Eagle Harbor, Big Koni uji, on 11 June 1973 . 
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This speci<-~:: must sure:ly be consid -::red cor:.:liO n ~h r olF;i~c ut the Shumugins, 

co.ns i dt:ri :~~ u 11 of th: aoovc~ rc::ccrcs. Y2 sa\'1 or h22. d c. -; :ds d~ i ly up to ! , l 00 

fe<:t ·in c:ievat~ CJ :·: a:'CJ~c Dig and Littl e ;(oiYiuji. \-:e es -~ir.:oted 12 i: irds on 

C c-i ·l-": D .... ,....r, ""\"\' <:"~~~ . - . -L. 1 .......... ~· l -'1 ~P~""~..; r ..... 1 I r l -~"'( 1 • ;-h ~ · r '· .... n r ··r-'n · .... :it' c ... I"~ a..,~.::. o\U '- 1•. v.I.Cl _,a,J 0:. ;,. ,ea_,~. '"ton . - '"';:;,U a ~ d .. ,_, _, "- } .Je;:.. Ovc. .. _, l,. n. '·j _tell 

on :~an Is-lt'nd, t.co, ar.d \'iC: suspectt?d a nest thei ·e . \·lt: ::iso ;·ecor.:! t;d t:L:ill on 

Hel·snce;:n c.nd f:."t.!:i ns Islands. 

- -We found an unu~ed nest at Ott~~ C~ve on 31 ~:~y , but saw no ct~ers. 

However, it appeared that the birds were nesting p ri~ar~ly in the dens2 

alder thickets ~round the islands . On 10 July, Day saw a p~ir of adults 

with thre2 young tha~ had h1lf-gro~n tJ"ls. Moe s~~ a bob-tai1~d young en 

Han Islund o:1 16 Juiy. Birds '.'ter2 around v:he:n ~·: e !eft, and the:· pt'obc:bly 

winte:' there. 

Cor vc s ccrax. Cc·m::-;c;i Kaven. 

A permanent reslcent i;; the Silumo.g ·ir.s . ~- -- \ 
,uCt L ! =:.;~ _; . 

. . . . . ~ . . ~ .. . ·. . 
I..AC.!.JI t t; I .;:VII .:JI..;. i ~ 

25 b~rcis at Si::ieoncn:- on 20 August iCI46 ;;.nd a1sc rer:e: tded son~s at U:1ga on 

18 Augus~ 1Jj5. Murie (1959) observed birds throughout th~ Shumagins. 

On 5 June 1960 i<.enyon (1964) four:d a nest on thE~ north poir:t of Simeot~of 

Island with one nearly-fledged young. Troyer (19 6S ) found birds common 

around Simeonof in late June, and found one nest. Jones (1970) recorded ... 
birds at Chernabura Island, but not at Btrd Isl and . A breeder and common 

permanent resident at Izembek mJR (USF\·!S 1973). 

These birds wer2 a very common and p 1~ominent sight around all the islands 

the enti1·e sumrr.er. Aithough 1ve ,·ever found a nest, we suspected one on Hall 
----

Island, and orre- some\·lhere at the southeast corner· of Big Koniuji. Birds 

\'tere also seen on all the offshore islands throu gho ut the summer. -vie sus~cted 

fledging around 5-10 July, as we often saw groups of 3-6 birds after this time. 
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The cJc:stru ::ti or! of th~ 8lack-ieo; ~ C':d :\itt~ \'Ja l-: c co lo ny on Hall Island on 

23 Ju:y ;:as o. i:tr~Lu~ced to a -; amily of t-ive b·i rd s l i v ir~g thvre. 

P :. ... U - - i · ,~ ,· r " , ., ~ ~ j I • . [) 1 a,..,, C-. n" _, .-i ('h.; - - 1.• - d-"' :-:. 
~ ( ;. ·.,.1 \..o ~ - I ~ , ,. : -. . L.J ,_ ,- .:: 1 .... :---'..:. '- ~.o· 1 · .... '.:-. 1-. •,:::. c: t.;. 

Murie (1959) heard one ~ n th2 a1 d ~rs at Sa nd Poi~t on 26 August 1336 

and heard at l2 :'s~ s;x pa ·~rs on :·:agai Island on 16 flay 19.36. llea1s fou~·~ 

it co~~an at S~ 11 d Point 6-15 Ma v 1944 and 1-4 Dec emb~r 1942: G2brielson • ar - ., 

saw them at Sand Point on 12 Jun2 and 18 August 1946 (G & L 1959). 

Gabriel,cn has al~a seen birjs ~t Un9a a~d Nagai I s 1 ~~ds. N2~~~cr Kenyo~ 

(1964) nor Tro~'e-r (1968) re::·::ode·..; birds at Sin:e0nof , &nd Joi:2S (E70) sa\·: 
~ 

none at Bir~ or Chernabura Isla~ds. Scwl ( 1~73) recorded non2 at Big Koniuji 

in 1973. 

Day and i·io2 observed one pa i 1~ on 27 June in an a 1 der thi c:~et just i:orth 

of Ship1reck Co·o~e. \·Je fot.:nd no nest, but the bi r ds stayed in ·. 'lP. genetc:l er-2a 

and \·~ere ver'J aggrcssi\·e tc·.·;ard t:ne other ~v ,, ;0~ (\!: nc:U( ~:; · , 2~;-. : "='1 ·i '' ,-r,t:\ 
'_.;, I ~ j . .., . : . .., 

Yc1lo\': \·iarblers. \ole u1so 56.\'1 one pair in the ald ei~ above G~·:: · Cove on 

23 .u.ugus t. 

This bird evidently becor.;es less comrnon th e fai~ther a\~ay from the 

P.1aska Peninsu1a one gets, and it appears thc.t Gig l~oniuji "if the most 

remote island visited. We saw none on any of the smaller offshore islands, 
... 

and didn't see any on Little Koniuji, a~though we were in proper habitat. 

Cinclus mexicanus. Dipper. 

Beals recorded it from Cold Bay and King Cove (G & L 1959), and Gianini 

(1917) sav1 bi rds at Stepovak Bay. fviurie .(l959 ) r ecords birds as far \'Jest ___.. 

as Unalaska. A breeder a~d uncom~on permanent resident at Izembek NWR I 
(USHIS 1973). i 

f 
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A 1 tho;j~h i\:; "i r~ reco;'c:s birds ·; nto the~ c:o.s t12.rn :'. 1c-ut1 .:lr,s, there ure no 

n .- ,.,, ,.. r:..c ~·h'c: C"t ".,",..; "' S ,·n H;e ::: : •: !'!='(!~,., Ll ""' ' ·"''" -:-~ · ... ..,.,· .: . .;. h•> r"'l-tr~ · ! _ ... , r~--0, '"'"' Ui ·- .. 1~ -.-~.- .~ '-" ..... r ..... ..,J!!.•s. o . O\._. ~ l, ~-·1- ,, ,g,,t. ·•"- \:: c.l ~.-L ~..; 

stt-e.:.r::typ:::s prc:~: ; ~:t there, .:;.;:; t!ie l-~ c.~-c; not m0.ny ste::o · · ; :~o ur:t:.ii;Jus" str(;c.: ~ s 

prese~t. 

T·1-nci r.ri"+- '" '"" +"'(·"'·; !i'J',,t,>c: !·'1" n+r_,_ ' ' l·--r-1 -' -"'--~~-\....~_:' -· I ~ - T ... . _.. I \ ......... _. 1\ t: • 

A 1 '· I·!'"\! I n ' i- .:. '' ¥'; c.l - "r' L ; -.. -...., 1 ~ ( • r. i 0 ' ,.. r> •.• r·- ' ,.., .;: : ", .. ; ,.,, - ;' C" .c ~,.,.,., t n' 0 'l:.tv~::ln _,_ .... ,·-son O .. .l ' ' '-"''" IJ~Jj .. ]._lll.l.;n o'l,. ,,p __ , ... c .• _ ......... ·-

Shumagins~ I wo~1d assume they 2r2 of the subspecies st:vensoGi, which nests 

On ;+" r.-"-··h• .. r~"\ -;"land 1cr.cs r~ -:-~,0) ~.-:---o ··dc"~ ··,or,-; ..... ,., ...... n s·•,r-1 Ol' Ch"'·,nr··?'·· 1'r" I l,.Jt;: _,._.J. i".J_Y l l • ....,l ; \1 1 • U '''-' \'-' l ._\.. I._._. I '>.,),: ,. ~VI I1\..J. IC 1..,..,.·~· ·'*' 

I ,..,.., ~ ,... b· ........ r1~: .... -~~ ,.._.._ cr-- :"" · ,..- ·. ,.. .:.....l,.., .; . .-!- •.., r .... ,; .. ..... !, 11.n .·:1 ( lr'-FU~ 19'~~; .:>iat! I..< S. t\ re•-'-"e' ct.!·-' .c.re P'- · '"J. .• =:t\.. \eSo!...O::!l', al. l.:....: . .. ·j '=·' l'oio\ \"'" "" ,,.,. 

These bi res 1 ·:21~e vel~~, ra1·e in the K 
. • . ~ . ,onlUJ1 ~rou p, ana we on1y sa\·/ bi~":is 

on Big Koniuji J; :d Hail Island. \·Je only had SC''en sighti ngs ::uring the 

summer, and neve:.~ li:ore than one Jird at one tim2. The r2asons for this an; 

unclear, althou~·(i perhaps the sh1~~'::s o1· tr.c .l\rc tic GrcL:r:d Squ~rr2~s h~ve 

p1a}'eU d pui·t ;j, ·Uii:;, r·e::iu1Liiilj 1o·.·, ~Vf..ilJ1~i. J~·ju,i. 

T' . 'I C" '""'""" .! .- ~ +- "v .. · ' . c: A ,. .; ~ . (" ~ ~ ~ uro~ n :~~,r,,v '-' 1 !· . • · •• mc:r.c:....1 r,LJ):~. 

Although tL2re ar9 no othe1· i·ecords fot' t :ii S area, Sm·:l (1973) savt 

one bird at Sand Point on 8 June 1973. 

We saw no birds in the Koniuji Group, and they must surely be considered 

accidental to this area. .. 
.. 

Catharus quttatus. Hermit Thrush. 

Beals recorded birds at Sand Point 7-12 May 1944 (G & L 1959). On 

15 May 1936 Murie (1959) .noted birds singing in th e alder~ at Nagai. Jones 

(1970) saw bi 1~s at Bird but no Chernaburi Isl and. Sow1 (1973) saw birds 

at Flying Eagle Harb01~, Big Koniuji, on 11 Junt! 1973. A breeder and uncortm10n 

resident at Ize~bek NWR (USFWS 1973) . 

• L ...... _, -··-• - ~ - -• -~-· • ,~ •• 

-
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It ·.:c. s diff~cult to assess t!1:~ ha b·i·~s o:- th ese secrct~ve birds ·in the 

v . ·' G ~ . I , ., ' I L ,. , t t ,,om UJ ., 1r"C:..!~. u 1 ras ·::er-e very vee.::. i "'tiii'ougn t 11E! :no ntn OT 0un2, •lU 'iJ•':l 

heJ.td non~: c.~7L:r the bcginnin·J of julj! . i··~oe fcund a nc:::·t v:it:1 four e0gs 

ne~r Long ~;2}' o:: 14 June, but it ~ ... ! 2~~ lv.t2r eal.Gn b~, foxe::::. ~·Jc: suspected 

a rather l&:'g," nopu latici~ in th i s ii!'C:2 , tu t 112re ! . .n~::b 1e -~:: vc(·jfy tll·is. \!e 

. saw or he~rd no birds on any of t~2 offshor e islands. 

CathJ.rus r:;·i ni;.:c:,. Gray-c!l2ekcd ii1rush. 

Th+s sp2c~es is a nn-e migrc.nt at I2.embek. N\·!R (USFLS 1973). 

It mt.;:t be considen:d rate to casu c: l in the Shurnagi ;;s. 

Catharus us~u1at~s. Sw~inson's Thrush . 

vJetmor;.; he0. rd birds singing at King Cove on 12 and 16 July 1911 (r·iur··ie 

, oro\ ilc-·'c'e"'·~-1 at I-c.JT:beK' t1'-'R 'US'-'·'' 197-;,'1 ../::JJj• 11 \....J' iol..C ~'-. "' \ \ I H...l .J 1 • 

Tt-.:.- ----~-- .!- ---~J- . .1..-, : __ .Jf . . r-• - -- ·- - -- -: 
1r11~ ~L .. n::~1::~ 1~ Cll-l... JUI:::tll..al i1i LlJt= ..llrUilia.~}tC.I:J 

An thus ~oi~c 1ett~ . Water Pipit. 

Or. 16 t-iay 1936 t·1urie (1959) heard tv:o bii'ds at Ur,ga and tv1o birds &t 

Sand Point. Gabri elson and Linco l n (1 959 ) cons idered 16 ~ay to be an early 

r ecord of Unga. Three birds fed on the sa nd beach at th e head of Simeonof 

Harbor in early June 1960 (Kenyon 1964). I royer (1968) considered them 

comrnon on Simeonof Island, especially in "hig her Q-levati ons. Jones (1970) 

saw Water Pipits on Chernabura but not on Bird Is land. Sowl (1973) recorded 

birds at Flying Eagle Harbor, Big Koniuji on 11 June 1973. A common summer 

r esident and breeder at Izembek N\·JR (USHJS 1973) . 

Although we- occasionally sa\'J birds feeding on the be::.ches) they pt·imarily 

stayed in higher alpine areas and on more windb lown tundra slopes. We also 

saw at least four birds on Peninsula Is l and on 24 Ju ly . 

......,;;;; 

' 
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Birds Ciilir:u anc (iisp12.yeu ·:t~om at l\.::3.s-:: .31 f·':·y to 2b :)ut 10 June. 

Th2re alsJ scsmed to be an in(r :~ ~c ii ~u~~ers in thi s ~' ?a at the end of 

Aug us .t. 

Lenius e >~ c t:bi ~::r. rio1~thc:n1 Sl11~ ~' :2. 

" " i--".:'01 ,_ -., ::~r1d I .:ncr·1n ( 1 c:: •:' -,·m,...ly ct~-'--~ .r.. h. , · ~ b~ -- -- · c- "'~! · +-- ,~ C" t-'1e \lu.....~l I~I.;.U: , l, '-·1 U• !.; -_::..) .:;:) ::j- - (; ! .. t.:::: i..,i t~.:.t... t: · ~ .j \11 il·~~ · ,, ....,; 

~, ' ~ ~. .. . 
f11as Ka ;-'enlilSUia, 1n t~1c SlrJma.~;~ :1~. 

We sa\·J no birds in t!:e f~c ;·< uji Gt.Jup th~s S i :;;~r.1e r. 

Verni vc;~a C'::' 1 at a. Orange-cro~~2d Wa~bler. 

This i-s a tu.r·e migrant at :zembek t·:\·:R (USF::s 197:3:; . 

vie sa\'t no birds in the Kor:·; uji G~~cup, and thc:y ar!;: probal.Jl~r cv.sua1 in 

occurrence ~n the Shumagins. 

U~-'r· ··u·:·r'u- ·~,.-a- -1 .. --:~ !':": !.-.-\ -=- Vc.l 1 f'\\d ~ .·J~ ·\,;,1 "'r 
-· I _ , ::: ·-· .:,_~ ~. I._ a o- 00 •• -- ~.1. t_• a 

G ia'll·l~,· ' 10 '7) '1 l'd no ... c- ·· c- ·' d<=>Y' .r..n' ec:" h.;Y'o's corrrr: .. -·-· a+ <:'1-e--- ;; ~'K 0 ay ' I I \. : ...,' u L.. • ... ... ; _ . i -· l... _~;;;; - i. . ' II ! 11"1....! ..... ..J .... i-JV" c..' . .I • 

Beals recorded it earliest as ~ ~ay at False Pass and 1atest as 14 Ausust 

at Cold Bay (G & L 1959). Jor.2s (1970) sa\'! birds at Chernabu)~c. : Bit·d 

I:3lctnd. Sov;l (1973) sa\·: birds at Flying EJgle ~ : arbor, 3ig Kcniu .~ i, on 

11 June 1973 . .n. common breed ing resident ::.nd mi grant at Izembek N\·!R (USFl·iS 

1973). -. 
.. 

Our earliest record i s of a single male near camp on 17 June. We 

occasionally sa\v bi1·ds in alc!er thickets throughout the summer, 1-Jith our last 

record on 23 August. 

Wilsonia pus-'il-la. t·~ilson•s \·!(lrblet·. 

Gabrielson fourid this species at Sand Point on 12 June 1946- and at~ 

Unga on 13 August 1946 (G & L 1959) . Jones (1970) did not rec01·d this 

species on Bird nor Chernabura Islands . Sowl (1973) saw birds at Flying 

-

, 
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Ea£le H~r~or, Big Koniuji, en 11 Jun~. and s~~ one bird bet~een Unga and 

Kenn0y·':o :s·li•nd on 15 .Jun2 1973. A r?.re breeder .:tnd cor:~T:on r.1ig1·~; nt at 

- h I • ·· "l ( uc:: , .. , .,. 
lz~n~uei~ ! :~ : i\ -..~r i,'.J 'i ::7 3) . 

t ., •t • • - b ' l -· " · · • I , lKe t;ie a0ove ~ p2c1es, we oniy sa~ 1rcs on Glg ~on1u~1 prG~er, ana on1y 

n:::a;· aldc:r th·icket:. Our firs~ re(;ord is 10 June ~ 3.nci \·,re last sz;.\·; birds on 

28 P..ugust. ~-1 e Sc.'c'! '' f1ock of' ·:~~ ;o fii2.1es an~ fOUl' fer.13lCS 0:1 12 ·:: :J USt. 

Leucosticte te ~ hrccot~s. Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. 

v!~t.-~r:ore sc:.\·J yo:Ji19 :)irds be·;!lg fed by tL:::i; f.'.?.ren:s at U:1g ;;. on 15-16 .r~.:.:·JL,:st 

1911; G:~ri~1so~ co11ected a b~eeding f~male at Ung2 a~d 18 A0gu:t 1946 

(G e, L -19591. Trcyer (1968) CGiiSide!'2d thest: birds r-:.r~ or: s·imcc.::of Islor;(; 

in late Ju~e 1963. Jones (1970) saw birds on Chernabura but not Bird Is1a~J. 

Sowl (1973) saw birds at Flying Eagle Harbor, ~ig Koniuji. A common breed1ng 

pcrmansrt ~esident at Izembek ~WR ( U~ n:s 19 7 ') \ 
-1 tl I ._' I • 

The$C Uir'cis ':.'~:-~r·~:: uncor:·:::lOt: to r··:.r'e thrc~ ugf -,out -~he 
,, . . ,._ -
i'UiiiUj1 '""'i ·0:..ti_;; ~vu 

only sail the:n a.t S~g Kon~uji und Hail Island. Althoush they v!e::-s more 

co:r:mwn tn aipin2 ;;.re:..s, ~·Je occasicna1ly sa•.v them at SQa , ""''' t".J 1 1\::.--\.,ol. \-:e sa\!J the 

last bird on 16 July, although they were almost certainly around after this 

date. 

Carduelis hornemani. Hoary Redpoll. ~ 

"' 
This species is a r'are vagrant at Izembek rtHR (USFI~S 1973), and must 

be considered casual to accidental in the Shumagins. 

Carduelis flammea. Common Redpoll. 
. 

On 26 Au~ust 1936 Murie (1959) saw birds of this species at Sand Point. 

Gabrielson has collec~ed birds of the subsp2cies holbcelli at Sand Point~ 

(G & L 1959): Troyer (1968) found these birds r are at Simeonof in late 

---

" 
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Jun2 1968, a:v:i only sav1 one bird. Su:!l (1973) :c''," bi rd::; at Sand PJint on 
. 

8 June 19?3 end 2~ 2· i g ~~.oni uj i on 11 JL:::e 1973. Th·;s is a co~1mo:1 bn::cding 

c••:;c!"!l'-'r ·~es1'd c, ..., i- ~+ I''"''il'' "'k r•I.ICJ (ucr••r- 107"') .,.~t, .. .... _ I .... II•., <.~t... -\-1 • .... ~..-~·. 1, ,, , , -lll..) .JJ.:> 0 

We recordEd no birds in the Kcniuji Group. 

Ccrduelis _E-I t' S. Pine Siskin. 

Bea1s-sa1·1 a flock of ~bout 15 biy·:Js in a spru::e grove u.t SaLd Poi:it en 

9 March 1942. He ~1so noted that a naval officer report~d t~cm in the s a~ e 

grove oR 20 A~r i~ 1943 (G & L 1959). 

We saw no b~rds in the Koniuji Group ; and t~ey are mcst certain1y ca~~al 

in this area. 

Passerculus sandwichens i s. Savannah SparrovJ . 

Murie (1959 ) saw birds on Pcpof and Nagai on 15 May and 26 August 1936. 

F:2.!!~ 3e:l1 s co::::: i der::d th'3c:~ bi rrlc:: rnm:mn c;!Jrnr.1 PY' rpc i r.!N,~~:; of the Shurnagi :iS 

(G & ! l Qt::O) v'"'l'''O'l flC r:Ll'J fo••r.,; -'-r' lc1n ;,'oun,;~n .._ a+- ~ ;,., .>JnOf ~ - -. .. ,.'j 
.. .., .J ... I • .,t:: ' .. / I \ """v ' .... ,.... l. ·-· . (~ IUCl( L. l · ...J I ·' 1'- ' . I . 

J "l1e 19t::Q anti -;-.• ,...,,,e~ ('j()t:Q) COns.;dr..l"·"r{ -'-hem ... ~.,.., nlO ""c . "> 1· ·u"r! ~.-+- ' : . . · +h-=, ~n u. . ~' •. ..! t ! i.lj I\ ~ V v 1 _,_u L e a I t...ll•- ~""'- .... .,..,..c.,,..,. !-o!\... 1. \..L l .. l'-

in late June 1~68. Jones (197C) saw birds on Chernabura and Bird Islands. 

On 11 June 19n, Scv1l (1973) sa\·: L~rds at Flyi ng Eagle l·:arbor, Big Koniuji. 

A common breeding summer resident and migrant at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

This species must be considered the ~ost abundant land bird in the 
~ 

KoniL!ji Group: we sav1 numerous birds da i ly, and on every offshore and 

main is1and in the group. 

Birds v1e1·e present and singing when VJe arrived on 28 i•1ay. \~e found 

tvJo nests I·Jit.h_five eggs each and one nest vlitil fc ur eggs between 24 and -----
27 June. All were in grass (Elymus?) in alder patches and crowberry heath . 

...;;. 

Birds were seen carrying food to young on 1 July to Hall Island, and fledglings 

were seen after S July. Birds were seen until we left, but were less abundant 

at this time . 

~ - --...... ...:: 3.~. ~ .. ...__ I. 



Sr: ·!?cllJ r:r~o~:u. Trc·~ Spar; .. o·.·t. 

7 1 ... ..: r 
l li i...:J 

On 17 .:..•_;•yJs t l s::c; G2bri ~ 1 son st11: j--J rds at fiilv I cf Vo 1 cc:no (:lt;l~·i c: 1959). 

species is a rare r.;igtant a .:~ Ize:::::;ck :· : ~· ,' R (USFLS 19 73). 

We saw no birds in the Koni uji G:oup, and they ~rc projably casual in 

·~:h .::; Shur:1ag i ;1s ~ 

Zanotti:~~!" ~ eu:ochr'.VS. t-\hi te-cr-o\·/nt2d Sparro\·!. 

Page S3 

, • ( ' " -,... \ L • J • S , D • , ,.. • • l o~ ~ ~. . d. ,··:utl e !::::•::: 1 sa\·J one GlrG a-c &;~. o·tn t on 1c· ,.:;.y ..~.:>o •. '-1 ra:--e Dret~ 1ng 

Su~.;m.--· ·~ ;::c('~o:co·-~· ~-~- r~c- ~!--.:.1.- !· !'!R {UC:~:!c- '07~) IL .. I._f , ..__.I ,_.J.., Q l.. .L. .ll ;....,_,, •'t'•' \ .....,, •·- I.,., ..... • 

~·fo:: sa·.: no :·ihite-croi'm2d Sp.'i~Tov:s in the Korri u:j·; ~~~tcu::::, c:nd thE.:y an~ 

probably rare to casu~l in the ~humagins. 

Zonotrichia ~tri:apilla. Golden-crowned Sparrow . 

On 16 i'io._v and 26 .1\ugust 1936 r:urie (1959) Sll1V bi~·ds ~.;_: ;>g&i and Popof 

1 s l a:1cis. - • ...., • , - ·- ., II •!...,'' ~c o·i~ SJ.~ .. ~ th.;. fi;.,st b~r·cs ?:t )an!_~ ~..~(J!IIL. u1 1 ~~ , - ,~y ((' ~ I 1C't::Q\ 
\ \..o ......,. - 'wJ ....,_ J • 

~'en"O"' f 10 ~ '~' sa'·/ a 11umber oc b .:,~,~~ o ·1 ""ho "o~th -''"'" ·::. "'T- c:: .·,,--,··no: 7 ·-l;:.,.,-J ,, ··J •,, \ ;_"'-'-:-} : ; 1 I 11 '..J~ I l,., '- 1; t , ~,: .v : ._ U .._.; ;:JI~..Jol I J. ~ """'1\....:. 

in early Jun2 1960, but Troyer (19G2) considerE~ th(::TH :"'aTG ·~ :-~e~-"'e in 1 a tc 

June 1968. Sowl (1973) heard birds at Sand Poi nt on 8 June 1973 a~d saw some 

at Flying Eagle Harbor, Big Koniuji, on 11 June . JOiles (1970) reconisd bids 

at both Bird and Chernabura Islands. A colilmon breeding s~.;n:mer resident of 

Izembek !;l·JR (USF\iS 1973). .. 
Birds were present when we arrived in late May and they seemed almost 

as common as Savannahs early in the season. We constantly heard them during 

the month of June, but ~aw few. They seemed to prefer alder thickets and 

beach drift, ...and most small patches of aTder be t\veen Teal and Lm·1er Lake _.....,.. 

contained a pair of birds. Very fc;;·J birds vvere heard singing in _july, -
~lthough a few were noted in mid-August. 



I).J~:--r.-· ..... '1·~ .;;;- .... . r \1 sa· ..... -, . • ... ::..::.~.'::.. _. ' ' '· C (_, 'Ot, . p I l u.v. 

Gabrie: is J:~ :n:.: Lincoln (19 ::i9) stJ~e t hat bir~s af .J- :_ ~ 
~ I: ,.,:_: :ubsp2c:i2s 

1 n .~l .... c'"' ~"'t:· r:~=- ;\ ... Q(')r·: -~ ·'- h -:· ...... ., ·~,~ n 1'" ~.:-\, !0-:': i : . · : ~ : ... ·::-=. (;~~Q~ \ .... ~co ..... r\-:;"f u, , _,c,~'-· 1 -ll_ .. . !.), ~~'-' ,n c e ... dlUt .. ... g1 .. _. vn .D l.ctJ . ,.J~ v, ' - · -~ ' ,~~1 I- I ~~o:c 

this ~pocies ~6und2 ~ t on Nagai, co~~8n on Popcf, and prr~~~~ on UG;J. Janes 

(197C) dici ; ~·=) t ;ecord this species on Bird or Chu;';~:.; c 'C. :~:t< nci, ::~;·i·. Sm·/1 

( 1973) sa\·i :~i'ds c..t ~lying Eo.9le Ho.l~bor, Big i~oni uj i. f-.: ·: ~.; :· , ccn;~:~c n Lt-::: ed ·i 119 

Si.tm;rcr rT-;s1c ::;r,t at l::E:!:':~ek NI·IR (us:-· :s 1 C1 7 " \ I i I ., ' ..) J • 

These L··irds \'/EX:: both shy ;;,nd uncor.~mon ~n t !~2 Kon·i ,..:_j·; Srcup, <:.nd v;e 

• ,- • . 1 ' ' h 1 ear nea Ve ~~y i 1 tt. c aoou·c t en:. Or. 31 i··1ay \H:. sa·.-: t>·Io bi :·:i..: arour.d c;oc-sco 

fee elevatic;'l in an c~1 d talus area on Ko niuj i !lead. \·!e c,~ ::;o S0.\1 on:: bird 

-
on Main Talus on 14 June. We only sav: birds t.~fte;" this :c~· .. :een lCl ?.nd 12 

A.ugust, pri rr.r~r i1 y near camp. It appears that this SiJ2C~-::s is much :·ike t~ie 

B1ack-cappcd Chic~:adse, in that is abund::nce dec r:::e. ses -::l': e farth2r one gets 

away from the A1~ska Peninsula. 

He 1 os pi :a r:~e 1 oC: i ~. Song S ;Ja rrcr .. 1. 

Ga~ri~~son ~n~ ·L,·r.c~ln (1°~0 1 L.r. , ;:: : I (,A..)U I ..JI I ..... ..... ..,, note that ;) ·irds in t: i~ Shumagii~S (.fs of 

the subs[:'E:Cies sa r<:! ka, and that the~' are perm::.nent res ic~r: ts. Kenyon (1964) 

thought this t he liiOSt abundant passel~; ne on Sir:IC:OnGf' c.s a \vas present in 

all areas of the island. In late June 1968, Troyer (195S) found birds 
... 

abundant to about 200 yards inland on Si~eonof, and discovered a nest with 

four eggs. Jones (1970) noted bi rds at Bi rd and Chernab~ra Islands. and 

Sm-1l ( 1973) saw some at 13 i g Ko ni uj i. A breeder and uncc~on permanent 

resident at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973). 

These bicds v1ere a very cor.rrnon sight 'and sound of the sumn:er, although 
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----
they iverc; not so abundant as Savannah SparrO\·!s. \~e sa\·1 birds on a11 offsl=!;ore 

and main islands except Castle Rock; indeed, they were the only passerine 



, 
Pagr:: 55 

seen on f~ ~~·r:_: ; ~ ,.::~ :~ s. Thes \~ birds ~ ... ' •.:1~~~ ~spec~<1ll.Y abundan~ a;--ound the 

Gi·osvo1 ci Cii::1p ,. ~ ~ t~i l"? i~oni uj i, s:r.d · .: _tLought t!::~)' ~. : i ']ht usc t!:e S i tku 

spruces or c~0~ r;s fer nestir1g. Tf:~~/ ~· r:ferrc:d t~~jng nee,r ;: ~:e lH:ach, and 

.;,n a~1;0j2\'c t•L't -'"" occ;1-:~,r..,,. ;ll·-.~ n'·cr. ·---•:r.r-: bl· ··rio· U" +o 1, '1iiO -=_., ,.., -:- r> •,:IG.~·:n T'·lus .. ,l; 'oJ!' .. • - 4 ........... """'' ...... •'.; -Jo../...J •·· ,_ ..... ,....,..,.) :.,J,. ' ...... . _ ..... ..... . ·1 ....... 

We s~~ a C 8 ~ul~t ion on 5 June, ~~d saw cur f irst bcb-~: ~ : -_,, , . ., on 

6 August and 17 ~ugust , prob~bly frc~ ~ second br:ed . Sc~~~ . ~ ·.· :~ an 

- u'u"tt m"''e-or- ... ,._ .. .,_ r. 1 Ll~"l'"' Roc'~ on :o ; .. ~, , 1·ha·.~ ~~as 11or" 1 .; l": · -·-c:::. C., '' , . _,.:-,~.., •• . ._ .. • \...'ul..;""" ",, .. ''-·.1 •l.,...lL :.:c:. fy !:.; :n·m 

&11 O~'er, \·lit.h ~- ink 1c:gs. P.ith ou g~-, ~-= \:a.s 0.n a1binisti c: :)~;·-::i, it he:_; dar!~ 

-
eyGs like Zt nor:-;-: a.1 bitd. Tiie sp cc~i.·:n is no'./ at tl:e Uni'/C:'':;~ ~:'./ of l~::aska 

Mu seum pf V~rt~t~ate _Zoology. 

C "lc~r.;, , c: ,.,.,,_. .-, -.;-L'S L~n 1 -"...l Lo"' cc: ~ · · ~ 
·1...0. Ci. ; ~ .... _I GL·. · ... / . . ! l - ~ • O.i-' iClisU l l ... : - :~ : 41 • 

The ear1i2st spring record for Co1d Bay is 5 ~ay (G & L 1?59). Murie 

(1950' -~-~. --< ~ - .~,J ~ ;_ ~ • - -~ ~~ ~· '"' - ~' .• 1- ...1 ~- ,., ,~ •· . •• iC37 K ' , ':lJ not..c:v ,,1, ,;S s,r:s;~:,g c.r.a ~.es ·- ···~ ..:1 ... LJOiog, IS 1<.1 r.~ '-'' .:_ .. , · · .... . enyct1 

(1964) reccrde~ :no.1es Ht so::.r·ing s0:::; T'light 0.t Sim~vi!'JF :~~~ ·'·' :j ; S JuitC: 

1960, and ·rro:;:::;· (lSG8) ccnsidere :l ti-:2:-:1 abund0.m: th ere in 12.~2 .]une. Jones 

(1970) r•ecor·[cJ birds at c:·,ernabura b~~t not 8~~"'d Is1at-! . A co~~on breeding 

I C'; i- - ~-~- ... I "'";.,~: '·''-'R (U'r:-:.-, summer re"' , ue,,;.. a\- z"'''luc:<: In, "'. ,._ i973). 

Although ":his species appears :o be very common th rc!..i~ !-,out the Shumagins, 

we recorded no ne in the Koniuji Group this summer. This is surprising, since 
.... 

the habitat lcoks so good. Hmveve!~, Dav"id f•1anui·Jal (pers. corr.m.) noted the 

same unexplained occurrence on so8e i slands in the Barren !slands this summer. 

Plectrooherax nivalis. Snow Bunting. -

Gabrielson and Lincoln (1959) stlte that birds of the subspecies -----
townsendi breed in the Shumagi ns. Jones (1970) saw birds at Chernabura 

but not Gird :s1and. This species is a common breeding pe:--m.::tnent resident 

at Izemb2k lll-iR (USF\·!S 1973). 
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,.r-~- This bil'd is unco;r.rnon in the :~oniuji Group, and vte only saw birds on 

Big Koniuji, .::.Hhoug!·: they p·cb.::.b1y b1~3E:d on Little Korli:.~ji too. These birds 

preferred the high u.ip~ne tur~dl~a, but \le occasiona1ly SC.\·t them fe:=!,_!ing on 

the beaches. ~e sav! birds les: than five tim:::~ this sur.-::::er. 

Plectroohenaz hvcerbJ~~u~. McK~v's Buntina. ~ J -

This is a rare vtinter resident at IzEmbek N\,IR (USP.i3 1S73). 
--

There at·e no records for the Shuliiagi ns. and t:1ey ar2 pn:bab ly casu a 1 to 

accidental in occ~rrence in this area. 
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