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there havs beern numerous pzoplie through the area.

. T ST
ands is very soovly known, altiasugh

P K R o e T eiem £ ot 2 v
attemnted to cut together a gensral survey of past infors

ares, asweil as our ¢l ations in the Koniuji Gruup frcm the summer of
1976, -
Steller visited the Shumagins Trcm 30 August Zo § September 1747, but

was unable to spend much time ashore. However, he did keep extensive neies

P - - - EN - -t [ 1
on the birds ha saw, and these were subsequently cublizined and interp
v Tty AT Prao ot 1arnd
DY STEJREGEr (LaD 181 5uii dity Linldily (UuL .

Dall visited Unga ir 18€5, and worked the avza beiwzen tha Shumagins
and Unateska from Cctobar 19771 to August 1972. Cihase Littiejcohn spent
much tiime weriing the arez from the Aleutians to Xediak at the turn of the
century, and these notes have been published in various sources. Frank
Beals was a U.S. Biological survey employee member of the crew of the
Brown Bear when Gabrielson visited iu‘Qhe 1240's. He kept detailed notes on
parts of the Alaska Peninsula that wecre clogé te the Shumagins.

Few publications have come out that contain much information on the
Shumagin Islands:

, _——

1) Murie (1959) passed through the Shumagins in the spring and fall

of 1935 and 1637 On_his trips to the Aleutians. He made cccasional refer-

encca to ‘sightings in this area.

2} Rirds gf_Alaska (Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959) contains much
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a 1ist of 3% bird and 2 mammal

Sowl {1972} censused tie major seabird colc..
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from Gabrieison's own Fiold experience in the Shumagins in

5 well as

torical account of thz former town taere.

£2

ies along

laska Peninsulz in eariy Junc 19732. He spend

8-16 June in the Shumagins, and estimzted prnulatisns at

all th2 maicr colonies.

In addition, Charles H.

in 1913, and |

trip with A. C.

abundance

Townserd (1913) visited this irea briefly

~e discovered the Crested Auklet colcny at Bic Konmdiuji.
Ajexanuer wWetmore evidentiy visited Little Koniug? curiig 75 Aloska
Bent in 1811. Will Troyer (196R) zient i+  days at
Simeonof Island in late June 1968, and he prepared a checii’ist of
of birds seen there. Edgar Bailey and George Divoky visited
in 1973 on the censusing trip with Leroy Sowl. Robert D.

this area

Jones, Jr. visited Bird and Chernaburz in early June 1970 to look these

-4

areas over for possible refuge status.

I have discussed the islands, geology, habitats, climate,

-

atc., of

this area in a separate paper (An Introduction to the Shumagin Islands,

Alaska), so readers are asked to refer to this to answer any questions

they might

For abundance, I have used the following terms:

abundant

~ have on the Shumagin Islands.

I

species occurs repeatedly in proper habitats, with avail-
able habitat heavily used and/or the region regularly

hosts great numbers of species.
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" Table II. Population estimates of seabirds in the Koniuji Group (from

our work during the summer of 1976).

Note: These numbers include both colony estimates and censuses of

the coastline.
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Page 5.

Gavia Immer. Common Loon.

. A flock of eight birds was géen otf Simeoncf Isiand on 8 Junc
1660 (Kgnyon 1964). Troyer {138%) saw onc bird in Simeonof Harbor in
lTate Sune 1868. Dail Saw onc bird at Simeznof on 2 September 1873
(Murie 1958). Frank Beals reported that birds winter in the Shumagins
(quiieisan and Lincoln 1952). This species is a coumon breeder and
permanent resident at Izembek HWR (USFWS 1973).

. Moz saw a hig-plumaged bird on Long Bay on 14 June,.and Schad
cbserved what was probably the same bird there cn 15 June, aiong with

two immatures.

Gavie adamsii. Yellow-billed ioon.

On 11 June 1973 Sowl {1573) saw one bird near Chernabura Island.
i

Day and Mce observed a winter-plumaged bird at close rainge in Long

PDats am 1€ Nrrmind Tla maceliin ofmsr amd smdedwaTe, eI T e LT L mion

LU vl iV SUGUeee FIIS WSO I VE Diat QiU Wihikideiy, JTE iU Wi Welil i
. 1

mistakable.

Gavia arctica. Arctic Loon

Gianini (1917) considered then common and breeding at Stepovak Bay,
and Jaques (1930) found thcm common at Port Mailer in June 1928. An
uncommon winter resident at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1973).

I can find no records of this species'jn the Shumagins, and its

occurrence is probably rare.

Gavia stellata. Red-throated Loon.

Gianini (1917).found this species common and breeding at Stepovak _ﬂg s

Bay. Kenmyen (1964) had a pair of migrants at Simeonof Harbor on 5 June
1960, and Troyer (1968) saw one paiithere in late June 1968. ~Beals found
birds nesting at Izembek Lagoon on 2 Juna 1942 {Gabrielson and Lincoln 1659).

We observed no Red-throated Loons in the Koniuji Group.










QOccanodrore teucorhoa. Leach's Petred.

Gabrielson (Gabrieicon and Lincoln 1659) states that the eyg catalog at
the Naticnal Museum Tists egos taken from the Shumagins in June 1895, but
there arc no definite records east of Sanak Island. He also has never secn
them in the Shumagins.

From cur night observations on Hall Isiand and from burrow checks on
Castle Rock, we have concluded they are more abundant in this area then
Fork-tzils. The number of birds flying and calling at Hall IsTand was far
more th;n the Fork-tails, and our estimate of 750 pairs may later prove to

be consgrvative: Because of the inaccessibility of nect sites of this and
the precedi;g species, we were unable to determine breeding chronology.

We found many eggs and somz chicks on Castle Rock on 24 July; by our
return on 9 August many chicks had fledged, and those remaining ware close

+n Filodeinn Wa setimataed this grerct
e Tlegging, w2 2sTimated this shect

(1]
n

to be ahout twice as cermnn as Fork-
tails on Castie Rock, so we estimate 12,000 birds breeding there. We also
feel certain they do not breed on Peninsula Island.

Phalacrocorax auritus. Double-crested Cormorant.

Murie (1959) saw at least two birds near Simeonof Island on 29 August
1936, and states that they probably breed in the Shumagins. Gianini (1917)
saw them freguently about Stepovak Bay, 3ﬁﬂ Troyer (1968) saw two single
birds at Simeonof Island in late June 1668. Sowl (1973) recorded one high-
plumaged bird at Karpa Island on 8 June 1973, but he had no other certain
sightings in the Shumagins. An uncommon permanent resident at Izembek NWR
(USFIS 1973). B .

There were a few nests on Yukon Head, Big Koniuji, all but one which _

were abandoned early in the season. The eggs in this nest hatched, but

Page
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in Tate June 1983 uera Red-Faced Cormorants, even though he cailed them .
Pelagics. On & June 1973, nests on High Isiond contained 1-4 eggs (Sowl 1973);

they were alsc the predominant species on the Kupreencf Peninsula, at Unga,

73).

LC)

and at the Twins. An uncommon permanent resident at Izembek MR {USFUS 1
This specizs was the most abundant of the Cormorants in the Koniuji
Group, with an estimated 450 birds present. They were fairly early nestiers,
with birgg_on nests by 31 May. There seemed to be Tittle habitat separaticn
between this and the preccding species, as Red-faced and Pelagics were sean
on nests within one foot of each other; however, the Pelagics generul.y seemed
to prefer nests in crevices, while the Red-faced Cormorants preferred more
exposed” sites. B1rds were still on eg gs at the Cape Thompson colony in late

June, but chicks were hatched by early July, colonies were also recorded at

Flying Eagle Harbor and at Stormy Cove.

O0lor columbicnus. Whistling Swan.

In 1897 Chase Littlejshn reported birds nesting at Morzhovai Bay; also,
a trapper at King Cove reported them nesting near nis traplins Tor twenty
years (G & L 1953). A trapper at Sanak Island said they are not uncommon
there in the fall (Murie 1959). An uncommon permanant resident and breeder
at Izembek NWR (USFWS 1873).

Although there are no records for the+Shumagins, these birds are

probably uncommon migrants through the area. -

Branta canadensis. Canada Goose.

Birds can be seen at Simeonof Island during both fall and spring
migrations, and-Jaques reported three flocks of geese (probably Aleutians)

migrating southwest through the Shumagins on 16 May 1928 (Murie 1959). =
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No birds were seen on Hali Island on ¢ May, and very few were seen
around the Yukcn Hartcer arca., The first pairs on Hall were seen on 2 June,
and one pair was seen copulating. A majority of the population arrived

shortly afterward, and 73% {(of 41) of the nests had at least one ego by § June.

QJ

="The first norbrezeding immatures showec up in this area about 15 Junza. The

full clutches were 1aid by 17 June, and hatchiag began in early July, with
a peak ebout 7 July.
Food for the young included limnets, large fish, downy Ancient Murreicts,

crabs, and Ammcdvtes hexapterus. C11c mortality appearad tc be high Jjust

before fledging, altnough we could not tall why. 1 observed a chick
regurgitation on 6 August, howaver, that contained about 15 rematodes, so
perhaps this is a major cause of mortality. Chicks were beginning to fledge
about 15 August, but a few were still flightless in early September.

S

D

D
~ls

D

e}
m

F Rin and [ i++7a K ninji apngars +n R rimari1y far roancg+inn
o210 Rnd Livole Koniudl apngars Io rimariiy oy roosiing

and feeding, prebably related to fox predation. We 2stimate at laast

2,840 birds in tiie Koniuji Group.

Larus argentatus. Herring Gull.

-

Gianini (1917) found one nest with two eggs and one nest with
three eggs at Stepovak Bay on 27 May71916. They were ev1dentfb “buncaﬂb
there, and he saw the first birds at Marzhovoi Bay on 21 June 1240 (G & L 1959).
Jaques reported one immature near the Shumagins in 1930 (Murie 1359),

We saw no Herring Gulls in the Koniuji Group, and they ars probably

casual visitors.

Larys canus. Mew Gull.

Kenyon (1964) had nests with full clutchec at Simeornof Isiand on

5 June 1960, and reporiad 15 pairs breeding at Simecnof iarbor. Murie (31959)
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;ji water, ard all the chicks were eaten. As neariy as we could telil, this

was done ty a Temily of Tive Common Ravens trat inhabited the isiand. The
birds=at this-colony renainzd on their nests at least Lnt1| we 1ett, but

they dic not try To renest. He saw at Teast three fledglings at the Castie

'
[ et

Rock coleny on 9 August, and saw fledglings arocund camp scon aftzrward.

- We had nesting coicnies on Hall Island, Castle Rock, and Big Komiuji:

birds did not nest on any other island in the Xoniuji Group, but nonbrecdars

-

used many offshore rocks and islets. We estimate at least 28,242 birds in

[

the Koniuji Group

Xema sabini. Sabine's Gull.

XT3 e AL

This is a rare micrant at Izembek NWR (USFUHS5).

There are no records in the Shumagins, and they are probably rare to
v o

oo casual rxg“an*" through offshore waters.

Sterne paradisea. Arciic Tern.

Kenvon (1964) saw a colony éf 75 pairs znd one of 20 pairs nesting
on Murie Islets, Simecnof Isiand. On 6 June 1960, two nests hadgi €gg
each, tan nests had two eggs each, and two nests had three eggs each.
Troyer (1968).also reported them nesting on inland lakes on Sirsonof.
Gabrielson found a coiony in Morzhovoi Bay in 19244 (G & L 195%9), and Gianini
(1917) said they were present in "1imited numbers" at Stepovak Bay. Sowl
(1973) did not note birds at the Simeonof colony in 1973, and saw nQ.o%her
colonies in the Shumagins.

On 21 July, Moe and I observed a pair by the Grosvold Camp at Little
Koniuji Island. They were probably from the Simeonof colonies: we saw ’

. no sign of nesting in the Koniuji Group._
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Sterna aleutica. Aleviian Tern.

This is

]

comaon breeder at Izembek MR (USFWS 1973), and it also

7)

breeds at Port Moller {6 & L 1u5G).

There ere no rocerds of the Aleutian Tern in the Shuma gins, and they

=are probzbly rare to casual in occurrence.

Uria aalge. Common burre.

Uria lomvia.
Gabrieison (G & L 1952) says he™has searched carefully for Thick-bills

in the Shumagins without ever seeing ons he was sure was of this species.

However, he goes further io state that, although this doesn't indicate an

~

absence of this species, it shows a praponderence of Common Murres. Sowl's
(1974) census estimates a minimum of 308,200 birds in the Shumagins, w{tn
8,000 of these in the Xeniuji Group. The Tarcest colony is at Karpa
Istand, with an estimated 240,000 birds.

We were rniot surz whether Thick-bilied Murres nested on Casztie Reck,
as Moe and I did not disfinguish any on our visits on 2% June and 24 suly.

However, we were able to count 268 birds of this species and 438 Co mon

Page 3

Murres on 9 August, when most of the Common iMurres had left. They were*nesting

in more inaccessible crevices and behind Common Murres. We were unable to
census this colony before birds left, and its remoteness made it impossible
for us to find out anything tangible about their breeding chronologya - We
did, however, estimate the population at 7,200 Common and 800 Thick-billed
Murres {assuming Sowl's census of 8,000 birds is correct).

Non-breeders occasionally showed up in the Yukon Harbor area, and some

were taken by Bald Eagles.
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This bivrd is unccmmon
Big Keaniuji, al

in the
though they prebabd
preferred the high aipine tu

Koniuji Group, and we only saw birds on
the beaclies.

y breed en Little Koniudi téo. These birds
ndra, but we occasicnaily saw them Tecding on
We saw birds les: than five times this summer.
Plecirophenar hyrerbornus.
. This is &
- -

McKay's Bunting.
rare winter resicdent a

Izem

mbak NWR (USF
There are no rzcords for the

acc1den§ai in occurvrance 1in
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