
1957 REPORT OF THK WATERFOWL PROGRAM 

IN SKLAWIJt AREA 
BY: Vernon D. Berna 

Introduction 

The second half of the current waterfowl proaram beaan on 

July 1, 1957, uain& Selawik aa a base ca~. Bandidl baaan 

July 8, on the ltood.aek River with band ina acti'f'itiaa and brood 

counte continuina until Auauat 14, when operation• were finiahed 

for the aeaaon. 

l'ereonnel 

l'eter Shepherd conducted this year'• program until July 

when he waa tranaferred to the Copper River Swan Project. On 

July 15, the writer waa flown to Selawik to continue the work 

initiated by Shepherd and to beain bandina activitiea. Two 

Bakimoa, Lloyd Davia, who haa worked for the paat two year• 

on thia waterfowl project and William Sheldon, Jr., who beaan 

on July 5, of thia year were hired aa field aaaiatanta. 

Bguipment 

The 18 foot akiff powered by a 25-horae Bvinrude motor 

proved very aatiafaetory for carryina equipment on lona diatancea, 

makina brood counta, and outmaneuvering youna and molted duck• ,' 

while bandins. A 10-horae power Johneon vaa carried in the 
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boat aa spare motor. The latter was very useful in aome of 

the shallow upriver atre ... and lakea. lt waa uaed solely the 

last week when the 25-horae broke down and was sent back to 

Fairbanks for repairs. 

Two kayaka were used for portaging into lakes not acceaaible 

to the 18 foot skiff. They were also used for aettin& up the 

duck trap in water too deep to wade, and in alouaha Where ahort 

quick turns were necessary to catch the ducklinaa for bandina 

whenever a brood vaa encountered. 

Althouah a 4 x 4 x 8 foot duck trap with 100 foot vina• 

made of amall meat &ill neta waa carried in the boat, it waa 

only used on three seta due to the small numbera of birds found 

on any one lake. The two moat useful pieces of equipment for 

catchina bird8 thiaaeaaon were two lona handled aluminum dip 

neta. Uain& thete, it was a matter of aettina the boat in 

position and cloae enough to catch the bird aa it dived. 

Weather 

Thia aprina and aummer, Selawik and ita aurrouadina areaa 

h~d a lona dry period which laated until the firat week of 

Auauat. Winda blowina from 15•20 mph and often up to 30 -.h c ... 

in ft·om the ocean daily from July to Auauat with the exceptiOD 

of three or four calm daya, Becauae of thea• viada, adyaataae 

waa taken of the •idaiaht aun and much of the work val carried 
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out at night after the wind had died down. 

One area wa• u•ed for a comparison etudy to determine the 

difference in broods seen on windly days and on calm day•. Three 

count• were made which brought the following re•ult•z 

Clear calm day·--·-------·8 brood• 
Cold cloudy & very windy••l brood 
Clear and windy·--······-·3 brood• 

ln the fir•t week of Augu•t light shower• beaan to occu~ 

and in the following week it rained quite steadily. 

Fires 

Due to the dry spring and •ummer, fires were numerou• in 

the tundra area• adjacent to Selawik. One of the fir•t fire• 

•tarted in the laet part of June and burned alona a 30 mile •trip 

to the south and east of Selawik from ea~ly July to the •eeond 

week of August when rain• and firefighters were able to •ubdue 

it. 

Aero•• Twenty Mile Lake from the villaae of Selawik •aoke 

appeared like a den•• fos laying over the lake• and •louab•. 

On calm day• it blanketed the •ky •o completely that on a few 

oeea•ione the •un faded entirely. Report• f~o~ tvo of the 

bush pilot•, John Croe• and Nel•on ~~lker, •tated that a few of 

the pothole• and •mall lake• •till •upported a brood or two of 

either old lquaw or •coter after the fire bad pa•••d• The only 

bi& aame seen near the fire line• by l•kimoe wa• a black bear. 
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Brood Count• 

Brood counta were etarted on the 25 aquare •ile etudy area 

on July 19 and completed July 25. Strona winde confined molt of 

the work to the evening• and early morning• when the wind vae at 

e minimum. 

Broode war• recorded ~hen•ver e~en 1n the etudJ area and 

all the eurround1ns areaa. Thia data haa been au..ar1aad 1n 

Table 1. 2 and 3. 
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TABLE 1 

BROOD COUNTS OF TWENTY-FIVE MILl STUDY AllBA AT SEU.Wllt 

FROM JULY 16 to AUGUST t3, 1957 

OLD 
PINTAIL GW•TEAL BALDPATE SQUAW SCAUP SHOVELLII AM. SCOTE'R 

C1a .. la 0 2(14) 2(10) 0 5(37) 0 0 
Ave. eize 7.0 5.0 7.4 

C1AII 1b 3(14) 1(4) 2( ll+) 1(5) 5(37) 0 0 
Ave. eize 4.7 4.0 7.0 s.o 7.4 

C1aee 1c 0 0 1(2) 0 1(10) 0 0 
Ave. eize 2.0 10 

C1all 2a 3( 11) 0 2( 11) 0 9(59) 0 0 
Ave. eize 3.7 .5.5 6.6 

C1aee 2b 4(15) 3(13) 5(22) 0 5(20) 0 0 
Ave. eize 3.7 4.3 4.4 4.0 

Claee 2c 2( 11) 1(2) 0 0 0 0 0 
Ave. eiae 5.5 2.0 

C1aee lli 2(6) 0 1(4) 0 0 0 0 
Ave. eize 3.0 4.0 

Tot. broode 14 7 13 1 25 0 0 

1. Comp. 23.3 11.7 21.6 1.7 41.6 0 0 

Brooda/Sq mi. .56 .28 .52 .04 1.0 
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TABLE 2 

BROOD COUNTS BEYOND TWENTY-FIVE KILE S'l'UDY AREA AT 

SEI.AWIX FR.OM JULY 16 1'0 AUGUS'I' 13. 1957 

·, ow AM. SURF 
PINTAIL GW-TEAL BALl) PATE SQUAW SCAUP SHOVELLER SCOTEJl SCOTER 

Claaa la 1(5) . 2(18) 3(14) 0 10(55) 0 0 1(8) 
Ave. aize 5.0 9.0 4.7 5.5 8.0 

Clua 1b 4(16) 0 6{33) 2(10) 3(19) 0 1{5) 0 
Ave. atze 4.0 .s.s s.o 6.3 5.0 

Claaa lc 0 1(8) 0 0 2(10) 0 1(8) 0 

Ave. aize 8.0 5.0 8.0 

Claaa 2a 3(7) 1{3) 5{18) 0 5{25) 0 2{11) 0 

Ave. aise 2.3 3.0 3.5 5.0 5.5 

C1au 2b 5(18) . 1.(5) 4(18) 0 8(49) 0 0 ~0 

Ave. aiae 3.5 5.0 4.5 6.1 

C1aaa 2c. 2(6) 1(7) 2(10) 0 0 0 0 0 
.Aft. aiae 3.0 7.0 .5.0 

Cl- 111 . 1(3) 0 0 0 0 2(9) 0 0 
..... aiae 3.0 4.:S 

Tot. b'l'ood.e 16 6 20 3 28 2 4 1 

'1, COIIIp. 20.0 7.5 25.0 3.7 35.0 2.5 5.0 1.3 



TABIZ 3 

TOTAL NO. OF BlOODS SEEN AT SELAWIX FROM JULY 16 TO AUGUST 13, 1957 

OLD AM. SURF 
PIH'I'AIL GW-TEAL BAU>PATE SQUAW SCAUP SHOVELIBR. SCOTER SCO'l'ER 

C1ua 1a 1(5) 4(32) 5(24) 0 15(92} 0 0 1(8) 
Ave. aize 5.0 8.0 4.8 6.1 8.0 

C1aaa 1b 7(30) 1(4) 8(41) 3(15) 8(56) 0 1(5) 0 
Ave. aize 4.3 4.0 5.9 5.0 7.0 5.0 

C1aaa 1c 0 1(8) 1(2) 0 3(20) 0 1(3) 0 
Ave. aize 8.0 2.0 6.7 8.0 

C1aaa 2. 6(18) 1(3) 7(29_ 0 14(84) 0 2( 11) 0 
Ave. aize 3.0 3.0 3.3 6.0 5.5 

Clua 2b 9(33) 4(18) 9(40) 1(6) 13(69) 0 0 0 
Ave.aize. 3.7 4.5 4.4 6.0 5.3 

C1ua 2c 4(17) 2(9) 2(10) 0 0 0 0 0 
Ave·~ aize 4.3 4.5 5.0 

C1aaa Ill 3(9) 0 1(4) 0 0 2(9) 0 0 
Ave. aize 3.0 0 4.0 0 0 4.5 0 0 

To1. brooda 30 13 33 4 53 2 4 1 

't Coarp. 21.4 9.3 23.6 2.9 37.9 1.4 2.9 0.7 



Band in& 

A total of 196 birds were banded this year; 54 white 

front geese, 48 lesser Canada geese, 2 green-winged teal, 

3 American scoter, 14 baldpate, 46 scaup, 23 pintail, and 6 

shovellers. Goose banding began July 8, and continued until 

July 25. Ddbblers were banded whenever the opportunity aroae 

throughout the season. The bandins of divers, principally 

scaup, atarted July 28, and remained our main intereat until 

August 13. Due to the amall number of brooda the duck trap 

' -· waa uaed only on one flock of molting scaup and one overni&ht 

aet. In both caaea the traps proved to be unaatiafactory. 

The number of waterfowl banded, aix, and average veighta are pre• 

aented in Table 4. 
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TABLB 4 

BII\DS BANDED, SIX AND WBIGHT AT SILAWllt 

FROM JULY 16 TO AUGUST 13, 1957 

ADULT I.DCAL 
I of Max. Min. I of Max. Min. 

SPICIIS Birda Wt. Wt. Cla .. Bircla Wt. Wt. 

White Fronted 20 F 80 72 lc 2 F 38 32 
. Goose 17M 88 72 l H 40 40 

2a 2 F 40 36 
0 0 0 

2b 3 r 52 40 
6 H 56 44 

2c 1 F 48 48 
2 M 48 48 

Leeser Canada 5 F No Wts. tc ---
Gooae 2 M 2 M 28 28 

2a 7 F 46 34 
6 M '•0 32 

2b 7 F 56 39 
19 lM 56 37 

Pintail 0 2a 0 
lJM 32 29 1 H 

2b 3 ., 14 13 
,.:-- 3 ·K 15 12 

2c 1 r 24 24 
0 

111 2 ., 16 16 
0 

G•een•winged 0 2b ··t ' 4 4 
Teal 0 

2c 0 
1 H 8 8 

Baldpate 0 lb 2 r 7 7 
.SM 7 6 

2b 1 ., 15 1.5 
2M 8 12 

2c 3' 16 22 .... 1 M 20 20 

.. 
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Table 4, Continued -

SPECIES 

Scaup 

I of 
Birde 

2 ' 0 

Max. 
Wt. 

32 

Min. 
Wt. 

J2 

C1aee 

lc 

2a 

2b 

I of Max. 
Blrde Wt. 

8 F 12 
4M 12 
1 F 16 
9 M 15 

10 r 21 
12M 21 

Shoveler 2 F 
0 

26 26 111 3 r 16 
1 M 16 

Am. Scoter 0 le 1 F 8 
2 H 8 

TOTAL 61 135 

(Weights taken in ounces.) 

-. 

Decimating Factors 

Predation appeared to be fiaht and varied in the areae 

covered thie aumDOr. One b•tdpate abandoned her neat with 

eight eaas near the v11laee becAuee of eonetant hAraeeina from 

the native children. In one inetanee a_mink wae observed in 

the eame immediate area that contained a brood of eeaup. Prob• 

ably the molt eerioue problem ie the lonatailed jeeaer. Two 

• _ jaeaen were··vatched on one occadon drivina a 11'01ted pintail 

ovetl' the ni&aerheada • Other pain of jaeaen were eeen flyiba', 
"-

near broode of ducke at varioue, timee,- but the extent of thie 

type of avian predation can only be •••umed. 
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Band return• 

Only one bird banded in a previous season was recovered 

this year. This was an adult female, white-front aooae, band 

number 508•59250, captured July 8 1 on the Koojack River. 

Diacuaaion 

Drouaht, amoke and fire, and perhapa, the lack of adult 

bird•• are all poaaible factora or combination• -Of them which 

contributed to the low waterfowl population in the Selawik 

Area thia year. The observer'• accuracy may have been in• 

fluenced somewhat adveraely by the prevaillna atrona aummer 

winds •• well as by amoke and poor aeneral v1aib1lity. Althouah 

no quantitative data were obtained it waa the general impraaaion 
. . 

L 
of the writer that dry weather and amoke affected waterfowl 

production adversely this aeason. Local native• all atated 

that they believed there were very few ducka compared to previoua 

yeara. 
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