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This is a report of ebservations by Game .,.anagement Agent Averill Tbayet· 
1 o -JI';I'"' 

at and near St. Lawrence Island for the period ¥~ ~0-June 5, 1958. 

Agent Thayer and Dr. Fay departed Anchorage via N-~
0 

vi th ~rcraft 

SPupervisor Smith as pilot en ~~y 9 proceeding to Fairbanks where Agent 

Frederickson and Biologist Carl Kenyon and Dr. Buckley of the 6ooperative 

Wildlife Rese~ch Unit joined the greup. A 05:1? departure from Fairbanks 

en Y~ 10 allowed us to reach Nome by 09:28 where Frederickson)~ Kenyon 

a·-d their equip~r,ent were eff-loaded ,1!11$! »- ")tab€-~ 

N-720 departeC. Neme at 13:00 enroute St. Lawrence Island with Fay,Thayer, 

~uckley and Smith survehing and photographing walrus herds to llt~rth Eaet 

Cape where more gas was taken abeard and the flight continued survefying 

and photogra~ing walrus herds to the east,south and west of the Island 

till landing at Gambell at 18:24 where Fay and Thayer were of~oaded. 

Yayll. Departed Gambell 10:20 via sailboat with Dr. Fay and four Eskin• 

hunters. No walrus were sighted this day. A Gray Whale vas st ghted and 

the boat vas sailed on a colli~t\on C0urse with the periodically 

surfacing whale. A hunter was statiened in the bo~ ef the boat arwed 
~ 

with a hand-throw whale harpoon which carried en shaft a col\l tact 

fired gun for the purpose of shooting a bomb into the whale. The whale 

failed te surface at the anticipated p66nt,hovever. 
o...l~ Q 

An (J.pproach waavmade on a bearded seal which submerged befo ' e the boat 

~ 
~ within range. 

T .r' 



~ay 12. Departed Gambell at 06:25 in John Apongalooks sail pewered walrus 

skin beat with five eskimos hunters. Apongalook vas beat captain and directed 

hunting operations from his positien at the tiller, the next man forward 

handle the sail and during camt weather eperated the eutbeard meter located 

atxikai~~ in a well at that point. 

In the bow were three hunters who scanned the sea fer "~e", pushed ice 
4-

cakes away from the boat and by hanging ever the bovl\sir.ashed nev ice w1 th 

their feet te allov the boats passage. Each boat has at least one pair of 

R 
bineculars •aw••x aboard vhich are used constantly. When the sheeting sta~ed 

the three men in the bov did most of the shoeting altheugb the engineer or 

sailman found time for a few shots. 

~ After sa111n~ westerly for five miles we aporoaehed an adult male walrus 

resting en an i oe cake. The valru~ apon ebserving the boat, shoved signs of 

apprehensien and inched tovard the edge of the ice ten feet away. When the 

boat apProached w1 thin si~ yards of the valrusJone shot :f'rem a Jo-(116, 

and two shots each frem tve .2~s were fired into it causing it to immediafiy 

tepple headlong inte the water and disappear. The beat vas brought te 

within fifty feet of the splash ma•e by the walrus and within 45 seconds 

moved on. Apparently the hunters were satisfied that the walrus would net be seen 

again. As ve left the scene of the shooting I vatohed the area for further 

signs ef the walrus but saw no evidence of its surfacing. 

Twenty minutes later ve observed five walrus en ice cakes s.rreunded 

by new ice too extensive to negetiate. Ten minutes later ve passed three 

"!NV~~ ye&Pling s!~ed walrus swi~ming. No attempt was made on these walrus aB ne 

calves accompanied them. 

At 12:00 ve made an attack on one bull,one cow and a tve year old walrus 

swim ing together in open water. Fourteen shots were fired alrtheBe walrus 

resulting in all three being hit.The bull and two-year old sunk ~ 



llkile tirexe~~VXV&arlJtiiqxzlaupqweliax while the harpoon vas being beunced eff 

the fe~ale. The female vas finally secured by jabbing the harpoon inta it as 

it fJoated dead. A slot was cut in the heavy skin on the forehead of the cov 

and a walrus hide line passed thru the slot and loeped around a tusk an9 
<:-'It\. \Se L ._} 

.,S secured/ for towing to an iee cake. At the ice cake a ramp vas ehisl~ 

aa the edge a1X and the walrus vas dragged onto the ice ~ with the aid of 

a walrus hide ~D:w«:x:tu:kla rope using the slet in the head of the walrus 

and an ice projection ae blecks to make a block and tackle arrange~ent. 

The hunters cut tve slabs of skin,blubber KRi vith a thin layer of meat 

attached from the chest of the animal then skinned out the rest of the 

hide discarding the blubber,ribs,back bones,pelvis, front shnulders etc. 

The discarded parts of the animal were pushed inte the sea "for the vorms 

to eat". 

After finishing ta.xx butcherin~ the walrus ve preceeded seuth for f 0ur 

miles and stopped tc observe.! vith binoculars1a group of 100-150 walrus 

~ 
en~ the ice one mile avay. No ap~empt was made en these walrus due to a 

Fues 
danger of b6ing trapped between ~ of yeung ice1 

Heading north again enroute back to Gambell/ bearing a little vest to 

circwnven"' an ice floi'" two miles in diameter ve met three more walrus 
! 

swimming in open water. Fifteen shots were fired at these walrus with a 

total or 10 hits MtatJ•Pwli distributed arneng the three walrus. 

While the crev was ineffeitively bouncing the dull harpoon off the skin 

of one dead noating cow walrus/ aneth!- dead walrusJ(probably a cow), 

after floating about ten minutes with its back partly eut of the water, 

lest air w1th great blubbering gasps and sank. At this time the third walrus, 

a wounded ~~ale, suddenly surfaced at the stern of the beat creating a 

brief panic uOtil the engineer full thret{led the mater and aV.ided the 

walrus. 



The two feT.ale walrus recovered from the three walrus killed were then butchered 

and t~ hunters headed back to the village arri~ng at 8:00 P.~. 

~ey 13. The veather clear and \Iindy, departed Gambell \lith Apongalook ~ 

at 9:10 traveling west by outboard pever as the ski~bo\at has ne keel 

vhich makes-Sailing in strong 'Winds unsafe. One bearded seal ,l"<dif:,n a 
resting on an ice cake was shot 'Wi. th a • 222\ rifle causing it to leap into the 

vater and sink. Apongaloe~s boat and nine others rendezaud at a tewer ef ice 
tl~ ~ _\, ~l.f 

for~· hour then all proceeded back to the village thru rough water which 

deposited ice on the boat and passengers. 

Dr. Carlton Ray,of the Nev York Zoological Society, arrived by plan(for the 

purpose of capturing four young walrus for the NewYomc Zoe. l'«- Rq vas 

accompanied by a life photographer and a free lance movie ~aker. 

May 14 & 15. St4rmy vea~r. Ne belate •ut. 

l'ay 16. Departed tc.: Gambell at 08:45 in Apongalooks skin boat traveling 

\lith outboard motor headed south. At 10:00 three sh•ts vere fired at a 

bearded seal which was hit by the third shot and ~nk. 

At 10:30 tvo mere bearded seal vere shot and sunk. 

At 14:20) ten miles west of the island/ a fernalef valrus DJ[ ki:i:t resting 

on an ice cake was shot vi th a • 220 S\lift causing it to plunge into t't'e 

vater a~s\lim around the ice cake surfacing vithin 10 feet of the ~~ 

vhere it \las killed vi th a shot in the head from the sane gun. The calf 

of thi* walrus swam around the floating dead mother and the beat barking. 

The fe rale vas ignored vhile the calf vas captured and taken ento the ice 

cake vhere it was killed with a blov en the head despite Dr. Ray's offer 

of $100.00 each for live calves. While butcherW&the adult;the hunters 
<:;,_~....J., 

observed another ferra.le vi th cal~\ 200 yards &\.,ray a::il&A~ but ne attempt 



May 23. Weatrer clear. Centinued work on the beach recording 1 @M $Li:li>b. 

the take by nine boats. Three of the boats immediatly departed again but eoon 

returned due to a heavy fog moving in. 

The hunters reported that the ice which was not visible above was about 

twenty miles off shore. 

May 25. Departed Gambell at 16:10 for Savoonga in Slwookos whale boat with 

Dr. Fay and five t)tbers. At 20:00 entered ice fiel d made~ progresd • r ~IA..J 

e5 
While passing between ice floG struck a submerged iee arm projecting fro ·-

-c::-
one of the ne• causing the beat te rise and slide ever it breaking one 

of the blades of the outboard motor propeller. As this metor is fastened in 

a well in the boat as shown in the photographs it could not tip up arrl clear 

the lleel of the boat. l'.r. Walunga.,the lookout, did not nete the ice arm tmtil 

the boat vas almost on it. We continued into a dense fog with the motar 

vibrating badly. The weather was calm preventing the use of the sail. 

We arrived in Savoonga at 22:15 am pulled tm boat ento the ice self which 

extends 3/4 mile off share from the beach arrl vent ashere. At the boat 

docking area noted four dog teams still wai tlng for hunting boats to return. 

May 26. Weatre r still foggy. The hunters report more fe rcale• walrus have 

been killed out of Savoonga this year than in previous years. The 

females are found farther off shore then the males • 

Noted 518 dogs in the village. The human population is 300. 

Also noted 127 walrus skulls with ivory intact laying about in the deg 

chaining areas to be cleaned of meat by the rogs. 

In the three houses I visited noted ivory also stored on th3 sterm porch. 



was made te kill them. 

During this day~ hunt,on tv• different occassions, we heard a strange sound 

emitting from the \later in the im-ediate area in which a bearded seal was 

observed diving and possibly feeding. The sound was a varying pitch wailing 

which dropped in pitch to a bowl. If the sound produced by thick cracking 

clear freshwater ice during cold weather could be modulated with ikB a 

wailing1xa the resultant sound would be similar to that heard near the 

bearded seal. This sound occurred •nly when the seal vas under the water. 

"'~" 13. 
~~ 1~ Strong wind and rough water. No hunting attempted 1 

:t<:ay 19. Windy. Six boats huhtell but only one too'lc a walrus. 

1-:ay 20. No walrus hunting today due rough water. Hiked to the top of 

&&1Deil Sevuokuk mountain and e~bserved that the pack ice was ten to 12 

miles •ff shore. Roger Slwooko killed 70 murres with 25 shots t•day. 

Y~y 21. Wind continues. Still no hunting 

~ay 22. Stayed on the beach this day meeting the incoMing bunting boats 
1 

taking pictures and rec.rding the kill. One boat reported seeing a young 

~lar bear but did not getshot as tm bear escaped in the pack ice. 

Oozevaseuk reported one walrus put its tusk thru the bettorn of his beat 

fercing him to place a va.lrus flipper ofver the hole and lay some sla:~ ef hide 
L12-""-" "' 

and blubber over it te prevent ~ing. 

Hunters who t oek enly e~e walrus utilized a greater portien •f their walrus than 

these who were mere successful. 

Fifteen walrus calves and eleven pairs of tusks were meaaured. 



7 

Mq 27. Departed Saveonga at 6 t25 witr. Pemh ya and five ethers via skin boat 

making slow pregrese thru ice flo~ill 07:50. At that ti~e made approach 
_./ 

on 12-16~alrus Gn ice cake Which were unfortunatly alerted by sound of shots 

from other boats. One shot was fired at 70 ,...m yards with 30-06 which 

appeared to be a miss. 

As another grcup of 15 males were visible 3/4 mile away the boat continued tevard >.J 

them presuma~~ in the hope of getting some valrui killed en the ice. 

One shot each from a 3D-06 and 30-30 were fired ixiaxtxa putting twe walrus 

eni the ice. No effort was made to shoot the walrus that were then willing 

around in the water adjacent to the ice cake. While the beat was turned away 
~~& 

from the ice cake)of the ~weunded walrus slid inte the water and 

sunk/ J . ~ --Yi ett d . 
• .Jj. l/e b if )o -o ~ ~h 1 --(r:- II J 

While butchering tid:a the remaining walru,..,hree ot'h.er groupe of bulls could 
e 

be seen on ice cakes one mill away. !k. Two gray whales were observed 

in the same area. After butchering the walrus we continued westerly killing 
al1 / 

one ~w\1•~ bearded seal Kt*k onVice cake. The utilization on these bearded 

seals is complete. 

feg bank 

and tightly packed ice. The hunters in the bow jumped onto the ice and 

with poles pushed the ice cakes far enough apart to allew passage of the 

boat. ~e rernain~der of the crev paddleJ the beat.Arrived back in Savoonga 

at 11:45. Departed Savoonga again at 15:00 thru ice cakes about 30 y~ards 

apart tr~veling north till hailed bv another ~Awat~eup of hunte-rs ' 
I( ~ f 6!~~fk. 

___.requested assistance in dragging an unusually large'.,walrus ente an ice , 1 ""\ r~ ·';/'p:Jffecl p 6e o)0 , ~ J 

cake for butchering. This valrui Which measured 9'10" to ta1lthad green 

(}.) (!~1</tZ.d stained soles on its flippers and had worn t inch grooves in the tus}<s 
Ta orh 5fY-'t?y:'/e S ~ c;P//ec;.--rc? d. 

vi th the mevments of its lover jaw.Vtcontinued hunting finally killing 



a young bull walrus found swimll'ing • The first shot,~~~ 30-06,caused it to A 
al ternat ly dive and surface spraying blood. One ~ ~au-. were fired into "' 

it with a .222 and 30-30 causing mere energetic diving and blood spraying. 

Fin~a close range neck shot from the 30-JO finished the ani~al. 

As the walruv floated with the hump of 1 te back out of the water-~ the harp··oon 

was thrown onto it twioe each time bouncing off, the boat then made a 

pass alongside the walrus and the harpoon was jabbed into it wbieh was the 

only way; I observed; the ••l••a harpoon pen~rat&Sthe hide of a walrus. 

The harpoor/ were usually dull.~ 

The hunters are very caJ.ttious to see that absoui\~y no life is left in a 

walrus before an attempt is made to haul it onto the ice. The walrus was 

towed to an ice cake and 
~ <>a '--'-·~--- ) 

thenj\Bhot it;\ the head iMf!!!:iiilililiiiMI~n-e w1 th the 

25-35 rifle. Returned Savoonga 21:15. 

ll:ay 28. No hunti~ due j&J!ltT1ed ice in front of village. 

~easured ivory on 93 skulls iqf the village. 

May 29. Departed Savoonga 12:10 With W~ne Penayah and six ethers~ 

~ search~for walrus till 12:55 when a group of 25 bulls was sighted 

sleeping on a ice n . The approach 1m these bulls was made by paddliny 
p~ ~ a?Jii' Jil i N::iR~ ten minutee,Jhe hunters climbed onto an ice flo~ an~ after 

pulling the boat onto the ice 1crossed the fl and took CoVer behind an 
.•' 

1 edge p~e of ice.-(t,1f~ From this place of concealment the hunters ,, - "" 
shouted) ''wake u~ .am~ of the walrus did, Arter a slight delay; during 

which the hunters were judging the ivory the shooting began.~elve shots 
~T 5r _Fc:>~T / Q 

were fired tkErwith a minimum of three bulls wounded.~ rossibly more were 

G 
wounded tm animals milled around in confusion befern diving into the water. 

After the aniuals dived int• the water some of them eurf~ced agtin i w tediatly f#-
o.-- -{ ;rh::? h vn-rer5,'r c{} ~:~•/l- ~ h • > G-<LO-~~ ~ ~ k<--

vaesn 1 11 :Ia Fls · a 'q shot fnm by the hunters standing ~11 the ice cake 

.. at a range of feet. Pre c. ence was shovn to the bulls vi th the largest 
5 () ,. 

ivory. 



Two of the \PUnded bulls died and f1eated in the water. The third wounded bull 

swam to the ice cake en which the hunt~nwere standing,~ifooking its 

tusks onto the ice levered itself high enou~To place the front fl~ppers 

on the ice a9i haul ~ut on the ice cake within 20 feet or the hunters~~ 

~shot it agtin. One of the huhters then told a story ot the time when 

the walrus all tried te climb back onto the ice in a threatening ma~ner. 

The hunters shouted at the walrus and shot them te keep them ofifthe ice 

finally ~ igniting gasoline along the edge or the ice to keep the walrus 
I )j 

away. The hunter fUrther stated~"! was scared and almost cr~. 

The hunters stated that the young bulls are the onee whieh are most Ut(i!y 

te attack tm hunters. 

Finished butchering the walrus at 16: 35 and arrived back in Savoonga at 

18 :05. 

¥.y30. Departed Savosnga 10:17 with Penahya and four others. Sighted a 

gray whale and young five minutes out and Qhased them till they dived 

and disaPfared. At 11:27 one be~ded seal was shot while sleeping on a ice 
)' 

cake and was loaded into the boat intact as it was medium sized. 

At 13:57 a 7'2" bearded seal was killed after 

.222,30-30,25-35,30-06 were directed at it. 
- "' -· , ........ ~ 

Centinued hunting in a dense feg stepping eccas.ionall) to listen for walrus. 

Returned te Savoonga without a walrus at 19:05. 

June 1. Departed Savoooga- 14:00 in fog enroute ftambell by compass 

navigation arriving Gambell 17:30 • Flocks of Auklets and Mu-rres sometimes 

could be xx.a detected by their odor before they were sighted thru the fog. 
> e Vu a /{y f~ ,Arf. 

June 2. Walked to top of T 7 2il 111M& and observed the ice pack abeut 10 

miles ef~hore to the west. To the north
1
the ice covered the entire herizen 

about. 20 miles eut. Observed three gray whales west ef the village. 

At 11:00 P.M. eight boats left the village to hunt walrus. 

June J~s hunting boats returned, 

Tb~ .r/tsl 



3:00 A.~. None of the boats had killed any walrusl 

Oft:.\/"'( . ""'!7'o 
June 4. Gambell. The ice -..r six miles off shore -

h ()-~-- gone aut to investigate possibility ef walrus on it. 

Observed five whales ef~ore west of town. Feur of them had been 

y ~Wri alerted by five killer whales and were taking evasive action. One 
.>aV/.i-~ . 

Whale proceeded Jt&l: 1;M okCB I 70 feet eff shore'<"! ei Sfiug 0 ib~..J.Jl 
,., 5h tJJ-//ovJ ~a---j'et;, 

-~llll1 i55 £1 s?lCi4:el~Itil±EZ 1 Iss. Two ether gray whales stayed in 

~JYa tide rip off the point in shallow water. A fourth whale was being attacked 

. ...,'K 3/4 miles north o:trthe point by the killer whales.One bea~load ef hunters 

~ were shooting at the seuth~bound whale with a .22 cal rifle. 
~ I 

With~40 power telescope observed John Apongaloeks boat five miles north of 

Gambell shooting and pursuing what was later diece vered te be walrus in open 

water. When ApongalOQk returned..! he ?tated that his erew had killed a female 

walrus with ci.lf but lost both of them) due to his reluc~ce to come close 

enough to harpoon them in the open water until the cow was completly dead. 

The cow suddenly sunk. How the calf happened to escape is not underst0ed. 

Apongalook killed another cow with calf later I 'b 2 e and managed to 
) 7k' 5 a>J?7<:? 

save both of them. ~,r~___. 

l\ -e..d 
Jure 5. Departed Gambell for Nome arrl Anchorage at 14:10. "observi.:lg two 

gray whales one mile west of town w1. th one boat load ef hunters chasing 

them. Also noted five whales 43 minutes out of Gambell toward Nome. 
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STANDARD P'ORM NO. S4 

Office Memorandum · uNrTEo sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO DATE: J/20/59 

PROM 

SU13JECT: 

Abe, 

Thanks ver y much for your information on walrus hunts out of 

Savoonga. I have written the Village Council and the school teacher 

and mentioned your friend iayne Penayah. 

If everything goes well and no transfers come through prior to 

the latter part of May, I might find myself amoung the ice flows of 

St • Lawrence I • 

Thanks aganin Abe, 

Attached please note Gov't postage for your records. 



STANDARD FORM NO, 64 

Office Memorandum · uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO :U.S. Game Mgt. Agent Averill Thayer 
BSFW , Kenai 

DATE: June 19, 1958 

FROM :Information & Education, BS!EW 1 Juneau 

SUB JEer: Walrus-study photos 

Many thanks for the walr us footage just received. I hope to be able 
to e x amine it within a few days. I shall look forward to seeing your color 
slides also; just indicate which slides you desire black and white prints 
and will be happy to oblige. Which ever 'flay you want to handle the black 
& white negati'(es will be OK with me, as I know you are a careful lab 
worker. How do you like your new home!? 

-,ne~ 

J. Malcolm Greany 
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Fay to Thayer: Field notes 1958 

May 30 - Temp. 4.2'7, wind ENE 10, clear overhead, fog all around. 
Whalers rf'turned about 1:00am with male Eschriehtius. Fork length 

estimated 2.2 feet. Utilization nearly complete except viscera and bones. 
No boats out today. 

0 
~ay 31 - Tekp. about 38 F, wind ENE l0-15,raia and fog. Large swells froK 

SE tonight. Storm expected. No boats out except .2 which left for 
SW cape in evening. 

June 1 - Calm, warm and foggyo No ice in sight; no boats out. Thayer 
returned from Savoon~a in pm. 

June 2 - Warm, clear, wind ENE 0-.5. 
Eight boats out to NW to edge of ice, returning empty. Departure 

7 

ti.Jr.e lO:OO-L0:40 pn., returning 12:30-l:OOut • One w. sighted in water, none 
on ice. Large bergs of old shore ice with m~ dirty spots {dirty spots 
were sighted from shore and thought to be w.) 0 

0 June 3 - Temp. 40 F, wind NE 5, clearing in rnidday9 fog in evening11 

Ice visible to ~1¥, but no w. in sight. Tourist flight from Nome 
arrived in am. Had sighted very little ice betw. Nome and Gambell, only 
a string of Slll&ll floes 4o± miles N of Savoonga. Three herds of w. on it 
est. more than 300 total. More (100+) on same kind of ice near NE Cape 
yesterday. King Island has bad very successful w. hunting, and one boat 
at Nome got at least 50o 

Savoonga shore ice went out yesterday. 

June 4 - Same weathftr as yesterd~. 
One boat out to edge of ice NW. Shot 2 cows with ealvesa but secured 

only 1 cow and 1 cal£. 

June 5 - Clear, wann, wind N 0-.2. 
Departed Gambell at 2:05 pe., arriving Nome e.t about J:18 pm.(Alaska 

Airlines). Aerial observations as follows: 
2:05! - Gambell beach edge 
2:11 - Fog: visibility t mile 
2:13 - Loose ice, small cakes: 1-1~ cover 
2:15 - Same ice .20-3~ cover: fog cleared 
2:20 ... 1 Erignathus 
2:221 - travelling along SE edge of ice: open SE, ice NW 
2:28 - End of ice; open both sides with less than 1~ sn~ll cakes 
2:32 - loose ice both sides, 1-10 ~. 
2:35 ~ ~ open both sides 
2:37 - fog; visibility t mile 
2:39 - scattered heavy ice 1-1~ in narrow strip here only; i Erignathus 
.2:40 - 3 Erignathus ; fog cleared 
2:43 - Beginning ice less than 1~ cover 
2:45 - 5~ cover 
2:48 - 1~ cover 
.2:50 - Edge of ice: all clear beyond; 200+ w. on ice to SE. 150+ on ice to NW. 
J:l7f - Name beach edge 

June 6 - Departed Nome 11:30 am. BST, {Alaska AirliRes) arrivin~ Anchorage 
about 4:15 pm. AST 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Alaska Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit 

December 22, 1958 

Mr. Averill M. Thayer 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Kenai, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Thayer: 

Dr. Fay has asked that we forward you a copy of the 

enclosed report which he has currently prepared for 

the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

RFS:ph 

Enc. 

cc: Dr. F. H. Fay 

Sincerely, 

~-
Robert F. Scott 
Unit Leader 

h.s r ~S'aw c:?" CC// CJ (-yJv y-e~ r+­
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a ru ntrt lo af i~~ co~d~tio ~· 

Appro~i at ly 6,000 w~lr~s q_·e ~e~n. of which 1,600 
~er~ on the Welruo !slande in B~i~t 1 D.y, ~nd the balence in 
t · Be~·in Se . ~h lar t concentratlo. lay on th direct 
!inc f o Notal!! to NQl"thea t C•p, fJ:ct"!l l•Ju .. 35 t.o 75 !Iiles 
frQ •. orthe·st Cape-- or than 3~2~1 ~ - l~uw ~ere e•tt~ ted 1~ 
this •re . .!\.11 a · nd e.·es 'li t.'~ re~c:;dcd with abundant 
vi.den~,. of ~ ... ent c~lvi e · r' th~ :.:o ... p2 blood st ins on the 

ice. tbesa ani"!lalo WtH~ in t; ·qup: of up to 150.! in size. 
tb• most d~nce cone ntration wa~ in an reQ 7 mile& lo.g about 
60 iles fr m North st Cape h re ~~er- were 2~0 0+ an!~als . 
..,,h1ost 11 of th·· ami als see"' were 0.1 floe$ ef old-ha vy ic~ 
n t t b ~ e d e of a hal f uti 1 wi d a l 4 o ~ u o u. g 11 1 c e and open 
W3ter. Ic cov r d Qre t a 90 P~ c nt of tbc eurf ~ • and 
1as predomlrtattly old ice wtth flo~ u1 to 1/2 il~ or ore 
tn clia et ~. 

To tbe a~c and so th ast of ~artb - ~t 

w r ~ n. c t f whi~h we~ dult bullJ. 
Cap 7S+ w lrus 
'I'b eur 7 e<:e w s 
ice. 70 percent covered with approxiaately 20 percent young 

old ic . nd 10 percent wnt r. Th :~ tulL 
1 0 0 f c . f· 1 ~ d 1 . n .... t e r I! u '!"!" o u r. d . d b } y .-:, ._, : . . ~ 

on floe about 
·..: . About 10 to 20 

; ·, · 1 ··, ~ -: o t h c. ~ S c n t h . as t C 1. p"' 6 LV· · ! . : · ::; , n . again of 
' l 1

• u n . s . n ~· 0 . .:. .. b t p-:: e [.. !: i. r: ~ 

Cap€! tand Sikoik Point 11121ore taL: 
. So the s t 

Tbis area 1 
:;; s s ~ n. t f. a t l y 1 l o p e w at: e r 1 ~ H d t c .! n L· \.1 c · 
sm 11 floes ~f old ice. 

w..,s s en 
Savoonga. 

C;l: . h 
.>,. · 1 .; a i. ~ 
of Ca h 11 

Abo~t 0 rr. ilee du Qf .: .. r ; :~ .. ~c '~ ,c 233+ w lrue 
_re e n, stly dult alew· ro s en on-the ic 

1 

h..:i.·... Fr m about 65 •11 to abo :. i. :- · :ort:h of Nort:b~ 

Jt Cap~ ve a~1 18.2+ cot lc.:t.,t 12 c lve _ 
1-.t. point s: ~ile l'! du e t of No ~ t .. ~·u' .. ·dults wer• een. 
L t no T~lrl!s f_·o h<Le to o. " ···c- \tith v lru tb 
~ rface wa ~out 20 p r ~nt ~r ~ 60 p~r-cnt old ice end 20 
pe!."cent "young .. ic • Tb~ totel of -: . .:: csti tes fl)t" My 10 
is 4,.327;!:. 
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.MEMO 
TO: A. Thayer, USFWS, Anchorage DATE: June 9, 1958 

FROM: F. Fay, USPHS, Anchorage 

SUBJECT: Field notes: Walrus studies, Gambell, 1958 

May 9 - Dep. Anchorage 5 :)0 pm AST, Arr. Fairbanks 7:30 pm Ast 

May 10 -Dep Fairbanks 5:15 am AST, Arr. Nome 8:30 am BST. Refueled. 
Norton and Golovnin Bays both 100% heavy ice, unbroken. Norton 

Sound 100% open water except for few small patches of brack and floes: 
less than 1% cover. Mainland rivers about 10% open. Fresh snow. Nome 
weather (estimated): wind NE 5-10; temp. 30~; broken overcast onshore, 
clear offshore. 

. Passengers Kenyon and Frederickson and gear left at Nome. Passen­
gers Buckley, Thayer and Fay and pilot Smith departed for NE Cape, St. 
La.werence Island at .12:04pm BST on first part of aerial survey of walrus 
herds. Aircraft: Grumman Goose (FWS); starting altitude: 1500; ground 
speed approx. 140 mph. 

12:05i - crossed Nome beach on course; 100% heavy shore ice 
12:07 - crossed edge of shore ice; beginning less than 1% ice 

cover, small rectangular floes , seperately and in clumps (photo) 
12:13! - 1 Phoca sp. in water 
12:15 - 2 " " " " 
12:16 - 1 II II II II 

12:16t - 2 II n n 11 

12:17 ~ 2 II II II H 

12~17 - 2 II II II II 

12:22 - beginning young ice 75-Bo%, brack and small floes 10% · 
(2 photos) 

12:22! - 1 Phoca sp. on ice 
12:2) - 2 II II II II 

12:28! - 1 n n n 11 

12:29 - 1. II II U n 

12:31 - beginning 40-50% medium and heavy ice, 30-40% young ice (photo) 
12:37 - 3 large seals (Erii&.athus?) on ice 

J-I'1INUTE Wtl CIRCLE FOR CLOSER OBSE ATION 
12:40 - 1 large seal (Erignathus?) on ice ·· 
12:451 - many walrus holes in young ice (3 photos) 
12:42 -large herd sighted by Buckley on right ' side (females. and young) 

(2 photos) 
- 1 w. swimming ·(photo) 

)-MINUTE CIRCLE FOR CLOSER OBSERVATION OF BUCKLEY's HERD 
12:46 - beginning heavy rough ice 100% 
12.:49 - beginning 50-80% heavy, 20-lo% youngice 

- 85 w. at edge of heavy ice; also 1 Erignathus 
- 2000 (mostly bulls) on ice in large group, 1 mile East; few calves 

7-MINUTE DEVIATION AND CIRCLE TO ABOVE HERD (photos) 
- 150 additional females, i with calves, scattered about on 

nearby ice and in water. (photos) Holes in young ice very· numerous (photo) 
12:56 - return to original flight course 
12:57! - 3 Erignathus on ice 
12:58 - J n n n 

12:5Bt - 1 " II II 

12:59z - 1 II II II 
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l:OO! - 2 Erignathus on ice 
1:02 - 2 Phoca sp. on ice 
1:03! - walrus holes in young ice (photo) 
1:12 - 3 Phoca sp. on ice 
1:13! - 2 U 11 II 11 

-

- 2 w. on ice; few holes 
!-MINUTE CIRCLE FOR CLOSER OBSERVATION OF PHOCIDS AND WALRUS 

- polar bear tracks (2, together) 
1:15 - beginning brack 30-50%, large heavy floes 50% 
1:20 - crossed NE Cape beach 

Landed at NE Cape for refuelling. 

NOTE: Fay observed on left side (East side) of aircraft, Buckley on right. 
Above and following observations cover strip width of approx. 1 mile, 

2 

on course only, to the left of the aircraft. Herds circled on right side were 
not recorded by Fay. Photos indicated are those 1§I by Fay, only. Phoca sp. 
probably f· hispida. 

Departed at 3:05 pro BST on the second part of the survey flight, 
around the east, south and west coasts of St. Lawrence Island. The flight 

'path was rather erratic, and I was unable to keep an accurate record of it. 
The following is an approximation which should correspond roughly to the 
record kept by Buckley. Again, I observed on the left, only. 

3:06 - proceeding eastward, over the shore ice, to the easternmost 
tip of the island, passing over the beach at the tip. Then SE for approximately 
5 miles. Heavy ice in large pans 6o-80% cover (photo) 

3:13 - 8 w. cows, no calves 
3:15 - 2 w. adults 

Proceeding in an erratic southerly directionl to about 3-4 miles SE of Punuk 
Islands. Ice cover from Punuk north to the eastern tip of SLI and inshore: 
Heavy 5o%, young 50%. From about the middle of this ice and stretching as far to 
the SE as we coula see was heavy, broken ice 6o-80% and young ice 40-1~. 
In the angle of these two ice types was open water with 5-10% old broken and 
1-10% young, grading into 40-80%young with occasional old, small floew • 

3:21 - 1 Erignathus on ice 
3:25 - 2 Erignathus (adult and young) 

-10 bull w. on ice 
3:28 - turned to 320° and proceeded to the Punuk Islands. No walrus 

there. 
3:31 - proceeding SW from Punuk 210° for about 5-7 miles 
3:33 - 1 Erignathus on ice 
3:36 - 7 Bull w. on ice 

Turned to SE, proceeding about 5 miles to the edge of the heavy ice 
3:42 - 2 Phoca sp. on ice 
3:42! - 2 Adult w. (photo) 
3:47 - edge of heavy i~e 

- 200 bull w. on ice (2 photos) 
Cruised briefly SSE along.edge of heavy ice 2-3 miles 

3:50 - 45 w., including 20 bulls, 25 cows and 10 young and 1-2 yr. olds 
(photo) 
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3:52 - 35 cows with young. Ice blooqy (calving) (photo) 
- 40 coNs with few ymmg. Ice bloody (photo) 
- 10 cows, some with young, some pregnant (photo) 

3:54 - turned WNW, heading in tovffird SLI, slightly N of Kialeghak 
3:56 - 1 w. adult on ice 
3:58 - 1 Erignathus on ice 
3:59 - 10 w. adult on ice 
84:00 - 10 w. adult on ice 

- 1 Erigna thus on ice 
G 4:01- 2 " " " 
4:02 - 1 " " " 

- 15 w. adult on ice 
4:03 - 50 w. adult on ice 
4:13 - About 1 mile due S of SE Cape, SLI 

Proceeding hereafter mostly· 1-2 miles offshore around the S and W sides of 
ST. La-wB+ence I. 

4:14 - 3 w. on ice 
4:17 - 20 bull w. on ice (photo) 

1-NINUTE CIRCLE FOR CLOSER OBSERVATION 
4:22 - crossing tip of Siknik Cape, SLI 
4: 3 7 - 10 w. 3-4 miles S of Powooiliak, SLI ( Puguviliak) 
4:38 - 1 Phoca sp. on ice 
4:41 - 3 miles S of Boxer Bay, SLI 

- 2 Phoca sp. on ice 
Beginning large pans heavy ice 30%, young ice 30% 

4:42 - few walrus holes in young ice 
4:44 - 1 Erignathus with pup off Konkok 

3 

Ice off W coast open 2 miles wide along shore. Outside this was 50% large heavy, 
10%young 

5:00 - Passed over village (Gambell) and proceeded due N for 10 minutes, 
climbing to 5000 feet. Ice to N and. NW mostly young 6o-90%. To the east 
was much heavy ice, 80-90% cover. No w. seen. 

5:10 - 180° turn, returning to Gambell, landing at 5:22pm BST. 

Thayer and Fay deplaned and secured lodging in the village. Smith and 
Buckley returned to NE Cape and Nome, surveying along the way. 

Six boats were out today, hunting in the area about 15 miles to the w. 
One walrus was seen, but nome shot at or secured. 7 Erig.nathus were taken. 

Hay 11 
0 

- Temperature 27 F; wind N o-5; broken overeast. Departed at 10:10 am 
in Slwvoko's boat, proceeding Wunder sail about 8 miles. Sighted 
3 Erignathus and 1 gray whale during the day. No shots fired. 
Stopped on the ice for several hours, twice, waiting for game to 
appear. Returned under sail, arriving at 6:00 pm. Crew: Vernon, Tommy, 
Charles, Tim, Marvin, Thayer, and Fay. At least 8 other boats out 
to theW and NW. Ozeva's boat got 3 w.(cow, 2-yr male, female calf~. 

Jv1.ay 12 -,Temp. 25'1<'; wind N 0-5, overcast with few breaks. Departed in 
Slwooko' s boat at 6:55am under sail. Crew·: Vernon, Charles, 7 g , To:nuey-, 

Tim, Marvin and Fay. At least 7 boats out with 6 men in each. Guns in our 
boat: .218, .222, 30/30, 30-40 • Direction WNW. Distance 15 miles. I1uch young 
ice moving down from the N. 

9:25 - 2 Erignathus (separately) on ice. One shot at (218) and missed. 
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9:55 - Sighted Ad. female w. in water, swimming N. Chased her 
for approx 30 minutes. Shots fired, each hitting: .218 once, .222four, 
30/30 twic·e, 30-40 twice. Finally went into a large patch of young ice 
and was abandoned in favor of another on ice about 1 mile W. (Photos) 

4 

10:40 - Reached ice floe where Ad. female had just given birth to calf. 
Shot as follows: .222 once, 30/30 twice, 30-40 twice. Killed on the ice. 
(photos). Weight of calf 145 lb. Weight of mother (less blood and urine) 
2085 lb. Both totally utilized, except bladder.and uterus. 

11:50 - Finished butchering and headed for home. Sighted another Ad. 
on ice 1 mile NE and 3 more animals in water, swimming Nt. Went after the 
latter, which were as follows: Ad female, 3-yr female, 2-yr male. (photos) 
Unable to keep accurate count of shots fired. Estimate 20, all .222, .218, 
and 30f30. All three killed, but only Ad. ·and 2-yr floated. Ad. and 3-yr killed 
first; 2-yr. harpooned before dead at same time 3-yr sunk. Two secured were towed 
to ice floe and butchered • Ad. skin removed 'Whole, blubber, backbone, lungs, 
liver and uterus discarded. Juvenile's backbone discarded. Adult contained large 
foetus, larger than first newborn above. 

2:45 - departed for Gambell. Sighted 2 Ad. females and 3 of unknown se x 
and age on the way. Also 6 more Erignathus. 

4:30 - arrived at Gambell 
Ozeva's boat got 3 cows and one calf; Kaningok 1 s boat got 2 females and 

1 calf; Phillip got 1 Erignathus; Joe Slwooko got 1 Erignathus and sighted 1 bull; 
Apangalook got 3 cows and no calves; and Kulukhon got 1 bull. 

ENE 
1-'..ay 1) - Temp. 25° F; wind • 10..15; heavy ice 9~ cover on north side, 5~ on 

west side. 
Departed at 7:1.5 &Ill in Slwooko 1s boat. Crewz Charles, Vernon, Roger, 

~~n. Ti.Jmny, and Fay. ProceededWIIIDabout 8-10 llliles. then N 5 miles under sail. 
Ten boats w1 th *' 49 men. No gaae seen or taken by an,y, though walrus were seen 
on ice NW o£ Tillage this am. All boats returned home by ~tor, arriving abollt 
J2:00 noon. Water -.ry rough on return trip. Mu~h open water beyond •rest ice .. 

May 14 - Tetnp. 2)'7 • wind ESE 4.5, sky heaoyy owrcast. Snew squall$ :tn pm~ 
N~ boat~ out today. 
Radi~ message .from Kenyon and Freder1.ckson at Diomede: no walruses yet. 

May 1.5 " Wind r;w JO, temp. 21or; ovo~cast and snowing until nid afternoon. 
Delegation !roa the New York Zoelofieal Socie~ Aquarium arri~ad to 

obtain young walruses. Mr. Stan Wayr11an. photographer tor Life Magazine 
accompanied them. Dr. Carlaton Ray represented the Society • and Mr. Russ 
Kinne was photographer for the Socaty. They observed 8-10 walruses on the ice 
Sw of the village. 

May 16" .., Temp. 2)° F, calm, broken overcast, snow flurries. 
Departed at 11:10 8JII. in Slwooke's ~at. Birection SSW, between 

beach and edge of heavy ice,J/4 mile o£t shore. Distance travelled approx. 
25 miles. Walruses seen NW of village on outer edge of heavy ice but not 
accessible. 

Crew : Charles, Roger, Vernon, Marvin, Tim, Fa:y. Total game sighted: 
6 Erignathu~, 1 f. vitul1na. 1 Eschrichtius (gray whale). Three Erig. shot 
at (l shot each, .222), of which 1 missed, 1 killed and sunk, 1 killed and 
recovered. P. vitu. shot at (2 shots, .222), killed and recovered. Eschrie. 
shot at (1 shot JO/JO, 1 shot J0/40), wounded. Returned to village at abo"t 
6:00 pm. 
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- -
At least 8 other boats out, of which 2 got nothing. J got 1 cow 

and calf each, 2 got 2 cows with calves each, and one got at least one 
cow and calf'. One other got 1 Erig. and 1 P. 'Yitu.., and one of those with 
2 cows and calves also got 1 P. vitu. 

5 

May' 17 - Temp. )6° F, dropping to 29CT in evening. Wind S 20 ·mph, increasing 
to 40 by midnight. Snow squalls. Rough sea. Ice moving northward 

rapidly. No boats out today. 

May 18 - Temp. )4~, wind SE 40 diminishing to 15 by late evening, wet snow 
all day. Surf running very high. Shore ice gone. No boats out. 

May 19- Temp. J6°F, winf ESE 10-15. Clear overhead. but low overcast and 
fo~ over the sea. No ice 1n view. until current changed. 
Six boats went out at about 12 :)0 ~. heading N and NE. Returned 

about 8:)0 pm • Three got nothing, 1 got bull walrus, 1 got 2 Erig.,. and 
1 got 1 Erig. 

Two Eschrichtius off west beach this evening. 

May 20 - Temp. )4°F , wind NE 10, changing to E 15 and then NE 15. Sky 
overcaat. Snow squalls. No ice except brack carried by tidal current 

and few large bergs off W side. No walrus hunting today: too rough in a.m., 
no ice in p.m. 

May 21 - Temp. 35~, wind NE 20, broken overcast. Fog in eveninl:• 
No boats out: water too rough. 

0 
May 22 - Temp. )6 F 1 wi~ NNE 0-5, broken low overcast. · 

Departed at 1 :50 pm in Slwooko 1 a boat. Di.Hction W: distance 10 miles. 
Crew: Charles, Vernon, Marrl.n, Tim~ Fay. 

Encountered loose ice one hour out (about 10 miles) and hunted in 
the eastern edge ot it. Chased a 2-year-old male w., but did not shoot it. 
Sighted 2 adult cows with 2-yr • ..olds on ice, and. one cow with 2-yr-old in 
water. Did not chase. looking fer cows with calve•. Erignathus numerous. 
One other lone 2-yr-old in water. 

Shot at Erig. on ice (1 shot, .222); wounded and lost. Shot at 
adult and yearling Erig. on ice (adult - 1 shot each .222, J0/40; yearling -
1 shot. ,222); adult sunk, yearling secured, At least 8 others seen, not 
shot at. Sighted 10 cows together on ice and approached for kill. Shots 
fired: three .222, four JO/JO, three J0/40. Three cows killed and at least 
one other hit. One of those killed slipped into water and sank, other 2 were 
secured, plus four calves. Latter killed with .22 by Tim. Heads, hearts 
and 7 large slabs of mungona saved from adults (about 1000 pounds, total), 
all except viscera from calves, The remainder was dumped into the water. 

One adult of unknown s~ rose next to the ice where we were butchering. 
Observed adult bull amd old cow (no calf) sleeping on ice. also herd 

of 3oi cows with calves. sur'rounded by impassable ice. Then cow nursing 
calf on ice.shot at (1 shot .222), wounded. Chased 10 minutes, final~ killed 
with 2 shots .222. 2 shots J0/40. Cow sank, calf secured. 

Cow with wound in mistachial pad chased us brief~ but went away. 
Another cow nursing calf on ice. Shot (2 shots JO/JO).and killed on ice. 
Took 4 slabs of rnungona (4-500 ponds) and heart and head. Al.so calf. 

Old cow with no calf' on ice nearby. Very thin, flabby • very long 
tusks. Another adult female with no calf' seen on way home. IDI three other w. 
of unknown sex and age sighted. 
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-
Arrived at beach about 8:30 pm. All boats seem to have been 

successful tonight. Abraham checking each boat as they arrive. Argued 
with Vernon about our 6 calves (village rule is not more than 5 per boat). 
Made him give one to someone else (as penalty). 

Dr. Ray got male and female caives today. 
0 

May 23 - Temp. 36 F, wind NE 10, sky clear. 

6 

, Departed at 7:00 aa in Slwooko's boat. Direction vl; distance 10 miles. 
Sighted 8 groups (estimated 300+ anilnals) on see ice ( SU\e location, anyway) 
as yesterday. One boat attacked each group. We (Vernon, Roger, M.arvin. Tim11 

F~) shot into group or about 10 adults, all females except one young adult 
male, Killed one female with calf and wounded at least three other animals 
including male. Shots fired: six .222, four .220, six 30/30, four 30/ 40. 
Secured dead cow and calf, saving latter and all ( 8 pieces) mungona, head 
and heart fr0111 latter. Then secured ball (shots included above) and saved 
7 pieces of mungona (of 10 possible), head and liver. 

Chased another cow with calf in water. Wounded cow ( 1 shot .222) 
which then escaped, deserting calf, Latter 5ecured. 

Sighted adult bull (old) sleeping in water. No shots. Escaped. 
Arrived at the beach at l:CO pn., ate, stored away meat, and 

departed again (same boat and crew) at 4:45pn. Direction NW, distance 5 miles. 
Fog closed in, so returned home without sighting ice or walruses. Saw 1 Erig. 
Arrived home about 5:50 pm. 

Dr. Ray got second male calf today. 

~Ay 24- Temp. 38or, Wind NE 15, broken low overcast and fog patches. 
No.boats out. 

May 25 - Same weather as yesterd~ exaept heavy overc~st and some rain. 
Wind changed to ENE in pm.. and diminishing. 
Departed for Savoonga at 4:10 pm .. , arriving 10:10 pm .. 
At Gambell at least one boat out for w. Got adult bull • . 

:t-1"_ay 26 - Temp. 4oC7, wind ENE 0-5, Fog until noon. 
Departed for Gambell at 2:30 pm, leavin~ Thayer in Savoonga. Sighted 

2 Erignathus NE or Tapphook. Both shot (first with 1 shot .222, ~econd with 
3 shots .222) and first secured. Second sunk. Arri'Yed Gambell 11:30 pn.. 

At lea~St 3 boats out fran Gambell todq. One got 2 cows With calves 
and others got one or two cows with calves, each. Winfred says many w. 
swimming, few on ice. 

Dr. Ray and party lett tod~. 

May 27- Temp. 4JDf. wind SE 5, broken overcast. 
About e boats out to the west today'. Only one got walrus (cow). 

~AnY gray whales in the area. Apangalook struck one, but harpoon eame out. 
Dr. returned briefly today by chartered aircraft to pick up last 

calf (female) caught yesterday b,y Winfred. 

M~ 28- Temp. 4o0r, wind SE 15-20, heavy rain. No boats out. 

May 29- Temp. 37° F, wind SE 10 toNE 10 to ca~, to SE 20. Fog all day; rain 
all night. Six boats out whaling in evening; still out at midnight. 



Title 50--Wildlife 

Chapter-1--Fish and Wildlife Service, 
O"e:partm:ent of the Interior 

Suhchapter E- -Alaska Wildlife Protection 

Part 4 7- -Protection of Walruses 

Basis andpurpose. ~y an Act approved on June 29, 1956 (70 Stat. 
372), the pxior exia·ting 1<estrictions imposed by the Act of August 18, 1941 
(55 Stat. 6J.Z;_ 48 U. S~G. 248), on the sale and exportation of parts of wal­
ruses lawfl.dly takeR in the Territory of Alaska by natives for food and 
clothing for the.ms.elves and by miners or explorers or any other person 
when in n.ee:ct of" foqd were released to the extent that the bides of walruses 
so taken may be aold and exported under regulations to be prescribed by tlc.e 
Secretary of the Interior. The amendatory Act cited also authorizes the 
SecretarY' of the lnteriol\' to prescribe regulations under which walruses may 
be taken by natiive.s and nonnatives for purposes other than food and clothing. 

To implement the Walrus Protection Act, as amended, the followir..g 
regulations:, constituting a new Part 47- -Protection of Walruses, are 
hereby adopted: 

Sec. 47. I 

Sec. 47.5 

Sec. 47. 10 
47. 11 
47.12 
47.13 
47. 14 
47. 15 

Sec. 47.20 
47.21 
4'Z.-~a 

Definitions 

Meaning of terms. 

}food, Clothing and Emergency Uses 

General provisions. 

Walrus Hunting 

Gen~ral provisions. 
Open season. 
Areas open to walrus hunting. 
Methods and means of taking. 
Guide requirement. 
Utilization, possession and exportation of walruses. 

Licenses 

General provisions. 
Lie ens e applications. 
Exemptions . 



Sec, 47. 25 
47,26 
47 0 27 

Scientific Permits 

General provisions. 
Permit applications. 
Carrying and exhibiting. 

Authority: § § 4 7. l to 47. 27 issued under sec. l, 55 Stat. 6 32, 
as ameno.ed; 48 U.S. C. 248. 

Definitions 

§ 4 7. l Meaning of terms, For the purposes of this part, the 
following terms shall be construed, respe\.tively, to mean and to i:nclude: 

(a) TerritoTy. Territory of Alaska. 

(b) Secretary,. The Secretary of the Interior or his authorized 
representative. 

(c) Person. Individual, association, partnership or corporation. 

(d) Native. Eskimo, Aleut or other aborigine of one-half or more 
Eskimo, Aleut or other aboriginal blood. 

te) Nonn~tive .. Any person not of one-half or more Eskimo, Aleut, 
or other aboriginal "olood. 

(f) Take. Purs·qe 9 l'n1nt, shoot, wound, kill, capture, trap or 
wilfully molest o:r diotu::rb. 

(g) Ope:J. season_. The time during which walruses may lawfully be 
taken. Each period of time prescribed as an open season shall be 
construed to include the first and last days thereof. 

(h) Expqx! •. Transportation or offering for transportation by any 
meail.s from, tb.e J'er:dtory to any place outside the Territory. 

FooG., Clot~·ling and Emergency Uses 

§ 47. 5 Gene!.·al ·provisions, 

(a) Taking a::<d 1.::.tilization. Walruses may be taken at. any time and 
by any means by natives for food and clothing for themselves and by 
miners o:;: exp!o:ra:~~s or any other person when in need of food and 
other :food i3 not available, and the hides or ivory of walruses so 
take:.1. may be possessed, pu::.·chased, sold, bartered, transported 
within a:c1d ex:;_::JOrted from the Territory, at any time, subject to the 
conditions and restrictions specified in this section. 

2 
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(b) Possession and sale wit..llln the Territory. The hides or ivory of 
walruses taken .in confG.rmity with paragraph (a) may be possessed, 
pur·chased, sold., bartered and transported within the Territory by 
any .person at any time .. 

(c) Exportation of ivory. Ivory from walrus~s taken in conformity 
with paragraph (a) may be exported only when manufactured or 
prQ'cessed in. the Territory by carving, drilling, cutting or. engraving 
to such extent as materially to alter its original form .and surface . 

. (d) Exportation of hides. Any person at any time may export, 
without limitation on number$ or sizes of such hides, the hides of 
walruses taken in conformity with paragraph (a) after first procur= 
ing an export permit obtainable without charge upon application to 
the .Administrator, Alaska Wildlife Resources, Juneau, Alaska, or 
~ app licatic;m to any ga,.me management agent or other officer 
designated by the said Administrator. 

(e) Marking of packages. No package containing the hides of wal­
ruses. subject to exportation under this section shall be exported 
unless ~t,is · cl~rly and conspicuously marked, labeled, or tagged 
on th.e outside thereof to shOw the names and addresses of the con-

. signor and consignee, t..lte contents of the package, and the number 
of the export permit required by paragraph (d). 

Walrus Hrmting 

. § 47.10 General provisions. During the open season, by the 
methods and means, and in the areas open to walrus hunting as specified 
in this part any person may take (without regard to the food and clothing 
purposes r~ed by § 47. 5) one bull walrus per year. Such walrus or parts 
thereof so taken may not be purchased, sold or bartered but they may be 
utilize~, possessed, or transported within and exported from the Territory, 
at any time, subject to the conditions and restrictions prescribed by the 
succeeding sections of this part. 

§47.11 Open season. May 15 to August 15 (dates inclusive)w 

~ 47. ll Areas open to walrus hunting. Territorial waters of 
the Bering Sea, the. Chukchi Sea., and the Arctic Ocean North of 59° N. 
Latitude. 

§ 47 .. 13 Methods and means of taking. Walruses may be taken 
for other than food and clothing purposes only by the use of a rifle not smaller 
than • 30 caliber and no airplane or helicopter shall be used in any manner in 
the taking of walruses; Provided, That nothing in this section shall prohibit 
the use of an airplane or helicopter as a means of transportation between a 
settlement or point of outfitting and a native village or other initial point from 
which a walrus hunt is to be conducted 
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§ 47. 14 Guide requirement. Any nonnative taking a walrus 
pursuant to § 47. 10 must employ as a:.gmde, a native residing in the vicinity 
of the hunting area and be accompanied by such guide at the time of such 
taking. 

§ 47.15 Utilization, possession and exportation of walruses. The 
meat of any walrus taken by a nonnative pursuant to § 47. 10 shall be delivered 
without charge to natives residing nearest the hunting area for use as food. 
The r.emaining parts of any walrus so taken may not be purchased, sold or 
bartered but such parts may be possessed, transported within and exported 
from the Territory subject to the conditions and restrictions specified in 
this section. 

(a) Possession and transportation. Parts of any walrus taken pur­
suant to § 47. 10 (other than the meat which may be possessed and used only 
by natives for food) may be possessed and transported within the Territory 
by any person at any time: Provided, That any person possessing or trans­
porting parts of any walrus not legally taken by himself shall furnish upon 
request of any person authorized to enforce this part a statement relating the 
manner in which acquired or the name, license number and address of the 
person from wh'oin such parts were obtained. 

(b) Exportation of parts of walruses. Any person at any time may 
export parts (other than the meat) of walruses taken pursuant to § 47. l 0 after 
first procuring an export permit obtainable without charge upon application 
to the Administrator, Alaska Wildl~e Resources, Juneau, Alaska, or upon 
application to any game management agent or other officer designated by the 
said Administrator. 

(c) Marking of packages. No package containing any parts of walruses 
subject to exportation under this section shall be exported unless it is clearly 
and conspicuously marked, labeled, or tagged on the outside thereof to show 
the names and addresses of the consignor and consignee, the contents of the 
package, and the number of the export permit required by paragraph (b). 

Licenses 

§ 47. 20 General provisions. Except as permitted by § 47. 5, no 
nonnative shall take any walrus unless at the time of such taking he carries 
on his person a valid license as required by the Walrus Act of August 18, 
1941, as amended by the Act of June 29, 1956 (48 U.S. C. 248). Each such 
license shall bear the signature of the licensee written in ink on the face 
thereof and such license shall be produced for inspection upon request by 
any game management agent or other authorized person requesting to see it. 

§ 4 7. 21. License applications. Each application for a license 
shall be made on a form furnished by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and shall be accompanied by a fee of $25 if the applicant is a nonnative 
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resident of the Territory (as defined in section 3 of the Alaska Game Law 
of January 13, 1925, as amended; 48 U.S, C, 207) and a fee of $50 if the 
applicant is a nonreside!l.L If the application is made by mail it shall be 
accompanied by a bank draft or an express or postal money order payable 
to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the amount of the license fee. 

§ 47.22 Exemptions. No license shall be required of a native nor 
of any person taking a walrus for scientific or educational purposes 1n ac­
cordance with a permit issued pursuant to this part. 

Scientific Permits 

§ 47.25 General provisions. Permits for the taking, possession 
and exportation of walruses or parts thereof for scientific or educational 
purposes will be issued by the Secretary upon such terms and conditions as 
are consistent with the protection and conservation of the walrus herds. 

§ 47. 26 Permit applications, Applications for permits to take, 
possess or export walruses or parts thereof for scientific or educational 
purposes should be addressed to the Administrator, Alaska Wildlife Re­
sources, Juneau, Alaska. 

§ 47,27 Carrying and exhibiting. Any permit issued pursuant 
to § 47. 25 shall be carried by the permittee when taking walruses and shall 
be exhibited to any game management agent or other authorized person 
requesting to see it, 

Since the foregoing regulations relieve existing restrictions applic­
able to the taking and utilization of walruses and parts thereof, notice and 
public procedure thereon are not required and they shall become effective 
upon publication in the Federal Register. (5 U.S. C. 1001, et seq.) 

Issued at Washington, D" C., and dated May 10, 1957. 

Is I Hatfield Chilson 

Acting Secretary of the Interior 



- -- - ---- ------

Mr. Averill Thayer 
u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Kenai, Alaska 

Dear Ave: 

-
2300 Jeffer~~n Ave • Spenard 
12 July 58 

Here are the data you wanted regarding weights of the various 
parts of a walrus. These are from a large bull and may not be exactly 
comparable to a female, but fairly cl•se. 

Item Weight (lb) 

Skin and blubber (except head & limbs) 
Ribs with meat 
Vertebrae with meat 
Hind flippers and pelvis 
Shoulders and fore flippers 
Neck 
Head 
Brisket and flank 
Blood 
Intestines 
Penis 
Kidneys 
Spleen 
Liver 
Stomach (empty) 
Diaphragm 
Lungs 
Heart 

Totals -

U6o 
338 
240 
215 
512 
40 
87 

100 
2?'r 

94 
7 

15 
5 

11.5 
26 
12 
54 
19 

3316 

Approx. % of total 

3.5 
10 

8 
7 

16 
1 
2 
3 
9 
2 
0.16 
o.4 
0.14 
3.1 
0.8 
0.3 
1.6 
0.5 

100.0 

Enclosed is a Kodachrome photo of Siberia, as seen from the 
top of the mountain on the day when you and I and the aquarium people 
were up there. This was one that you asked me to tate for you at t that 
time. 

Jiill -get;"tt:Eh:Eie~f 1J1ee"lhdf-1r.~le~tP4eLSS~to.o-;y~OCl1J..1 J.BL.fSl...§S~OOIQ· !ln_c&aJS::LJ~Sible • 

Regards, 

Francis H. Fay 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Juneau, Alaska 

MEMORANDUM 

TO~ 

FROM: 

All Game Manage•ent Agents 
All FWS Liaeneing Officers 

Aeting Regional Direetor, FWS, Juneau, Alaska 

SUBJECTg Walrus Licensee and Export Permits 

June 18, 1957 

Attached ia an initial supply of applications for walrus licenses and export 
permits and a copy of' the regulations pertaining to walrus hunting. Please make the 
forms available to those requesting them. 

DEFINITIONS: Nat:i.ves, as defined in the regulations, are not required to obta.in a 
lieense to hunt walruses; all non-Natives, likewise defined, are required to be 
licensed, For purposes of licensing, non-Natives are classified as residents and non­
resident.s. A resident non-Native is any pereon, not of one-half or more aboriginal 
bloodll who has re3ided in Alaska for 12 months inmlediately preceding the date of his 
application. A nonresident non-Native is any person, not of one-half or more aborig­
inal blood, who has resided in Alaska for less than the 12 months preceding the date 
of his application. You will note that citizenship is not a factor to be considered 
in establishing residence~ A resident alien is entitled to a resident license and a 
nonresident alien may purchase a nonresident license. 

LICENSING- NON-NATIVES: It shall be the applicant's responsibility to fully complete 
he form and to provide a current addreee thereon. Applicant ehall mail the lioenee 

a~plieation and fee, preferably via air mail to speed delivery, to the Juneau office 
where the 1ioenee will be issued and l'lailed to the appli~ant. 

EXPORT PERMITS - NON-NATIVES: Non-Natives may export from AlMka parts of a walrus 
[Ot.her than the .. "ieat) upon the procureMent of an export permit. Such permits are 
obtainable upon applieation at any Fish and Wildlife Serviee officeo 

EXPORT PERMITS - NATIVES: Export pel"'li ts covering the hides of walrus taken by Natives 
under the food, l othing and emergeney provisions of the regulations will be issued by 
the Juneau O:f'fiee in accord with arrangements l'lutually agreed upon by the FWS and the 
Alaska Native Service. 

Attachment 



-

A.roa Dire~tor 
Alas.l<.& Na.ti ·;~e Set·viel! 
Juneau Ala :!lk a 

UUITED STATES 
DEPARTHE1IT OF THE lliTERIOR 
FISH MID I·IILDL!rn SERVICE 

Juneau, Alnsk~ 

2) H..._J 1957 

A.s you ar~ nc doubt awal""!!, tbe Secre.;wry- of tho Interior · ~antlr 
p!'l!tseo:"ibed regu.1.at:tons '!)~n~itting,. azong otber C.hing3, t.h.-, !Up()rt. of the 
hide~ oi" wl1l.l"mm ta..lcm by nati"O"es !or fo1'Xi and clothingQ Section l.)7.,5(d) or 
those regule.tion.n provides that, prio::- to th~ ~X'""J-'Ort of any 'JU.Ch hides, l.he 
~hipper rmst obt&.in an ~xport permit !rn1:1 ·t.hi15 office.. (This is the p~mit 
we originally pro~~ad bE! issued b;y your office, but the '3eere-t~ryc s Office 
~er~rred t.o have !c'.ll 1.M!:rmits issued !ron one a.crti vity)., 

Fro;a diseus.!tions with H.rc. Mountjoy and ot:1er•3 of youi· of'tice, it 
~t>jH~e rs tMt sost s 1:.. not all 1 ".llr-u.~ hide~ to be 8A'fJOJ'ted ~ w.Ul aecmnul.a ·-.e 
~-t t htl n.3-ti":J'S coope~"StiTe toros ,.,t G&J.ble~ S~voon.~aJo Ki~~~ Point 1-topE-• 
1·Ta.in"Wrl.r,ht,. King Ie:!.and Dio•0ds Islands:> Ntd ~B~ibly H·sk.:no·y-ak, Po:L"1t ·Lay 
and Bal'!"'w, ~nt1 that shi¥Dente froill h*!se places will occ::ur onea, or at the 
IJ!05t., twiee a :tMr on J")UI' .,-~uel ~h ~ al~>o th~t the ehip:lent$ .r.ill 
all. prob&bl7 be- to PJUCA in attln f:..~1":.1 ~~h~~ th~: \ir1_l ~~ disfY..'SOO ol' to 
t hf1 -~~ rade, 

ti .h thls 11~1t.od to.<'li:ic.1pa ... od ,.,e·q_·dt;r:. we -.:·.c3::v-,so.~ i...c· hc:1crt.-, .. <1 

~mit r~qui.r ont o:1 t .e !o:Uovri<1~ ba~:! :J.: 

lVh n a skin, or lot. or 3kin3 is ready to shil- (a r~·,f day!:> betoro 
loadirtg), the shipper (pl"esUD.Iably your ag~nt or the etorekeepar) i~ to reque · 
.tro11 u s by wire, a permit to !UJI<)rl the skin o!" lot of 3kin~, st.atin~ t.be 
consignor, 1\M.f> and addrese of the eonsigneog nvr.lber of Y..L1s in the s}rl.p­
m.ent dat e and method of shi}nento On receipt o! such request~ we wiJ1 for., 
\'Brd a nUIIlbered penrlt, by return wire . -utho:r1t.L1g t.b0 shi-jUent.. The ship.­
per shall u.:rk eaeh akin/' bun~~e o!" Mntainel~ of skins "\;.Q show the perarl.t 
nw.lber., the content:!~ and t.h;} ~ of the ecn~i~'lof' 01nd eon::!.ignee a;nd sh~"' 
l;l'nat tM ehipment is made, eubrdt to tr.i .. office a detailed list or all skins 
in the shipnent shoidn,g naLJ..;; of tht!t person (nat.i v ) who cn-:nG the sk1n, ·t.h$ 
sex of the enilrtal tror.a \o.Jhich t&k«1 and h~ data rmd fJ_ace kill. ' w 

At this tiae it is bl!llleved that this procedure will suffic~ to expedite 
3hir~ents aao at the ~e ti:.:1e provide t.he eooentia.l bu.dc data on ·t his phaso 
of ·lftllrt.t~ :aum&g ent 



-
Sinoe your people have indicated the w:>rkabiltt;y and approval 

of this planQ will you please i.n!'orm your field personnel concerned 
regardlllr; . he info m.ation required and the proeedures !or obt11ining the 
required permits 

Very troy yours.p 

/s/ Clarence Jc Rhode 

Clarence J L Rb.Jde 
~-.rildlif'e Adrd.ni ~trl!t..or 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Juneau, Alaska 

'l-ID10RANDUM 

TO~ 

FROM~ 

All Game Management Agents 
All FWS Licensing Officers 

A~ting Regional Direttor, FWS, Juneau, Alaska 

SUBJECTg Walrus Licenses and Export Pennits 

-

June 18, 1957 

Attached is an initial supply of applications for walrus licenses and export 
permits and a copy of the regulations pertaining to walrus hunting. Please make the 
forms available to those requesting them. 

DEFINITIONS~ N'ati.ves, as defined in the regulations, are not required to obtain a 
license to hunt walruses; all non-Natives, likewise defined, are required to be 
l i censed0 For purposes of licensing, non-Natives are classified as residents and non­
resi dent s . .A. Z'es:tdent non-Native is any person, not of one-half or more aboriginal 
blood~ who has resided in Alaska for 12 months immediately preceding the date of his 
application. A nonresident non-Native is any person, not of one-half or more aborig­
inal blood, who has resided in Alaska for less than the 12 months preceding the date 
of his application. You will note that citizenship is not a factor to be considered 
in establishing residence, A resident alien is entitled to a resident license and a 
nonresident allen may purchase a nonresident license. 

LICENSING- NON-NATIVES~ It shall be the applicant's responsibility to fully complete 
the form and to provide a ourrent address thereon. Applicant shall mail the license 
a~plication and fee 1 preferably via air mail to speed delivery, to the Juneau office 
where the license will be issued and mailed to the applieant. 

EXPORT PERMITS - NON-NATIVES~ Non-Natives may export from. Alaska parts of a walrus 
to .her th~e m~at) upon the procurement of an export per.it. Such perMits are 
obta.in~5-ble upon appli~ation at any Fish and Wildlife Service officeo 

§!rORT P:Efi!11 'I'S ·• E2TIVES ~ Export perm.i ts covering the hides of walrus taken by Natives 
under the f ood, clothing and emergency provisions of the regulations will be issued by 
the Juneau Office in accord with arrangements mutually agreed upon by the FWS and the 
Alaska Native Service. 

a !!lld/ltm-
DAN H, RALSTON 

At. ,achment 
\ , ._( 




