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possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recrea-

tional, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic,

cultural, or other similar values, shall be
preserved in free-floving condition, and that

they and their immediate environments shall be

- protected for the benefit and enjoyment of

present and future generations. The Congress

declares that the established national policy of dam

and other construction at appropriate sections

of the rivers of the United States needs to be

complemented by a policy that would preserve

other selected rivers or sections thereof in their

free-flowing condition to protect the water quality

of such rivers and to fulfill other vital national
conservation purposes."

To implement this policy, Congress established the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System;'designated all
or portions of eight rivers having a total of approxi-
mately 800 miles of free-flowing stream as initial
components; and designated 27 other rivers having a

.total of approximately 3,750 miles of free-flowing stream
- for study as potential additions to the system. None of
. these are in Alaska.

The task of preserving and administering free-flowing
streams is not one that can or should be undertaken solely
by the Federal government. Therefore, the 1968 Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act directs the various Federal departments
to encourage and assist states, political subdivisions
and private interests, including nonprofit 6rganizations,
in the establishment of wild, scenic and recreational
river areas.

For this reason two methods for preserving select

free-flowing streams were authorized by the Wild and Scenic



Rivers Act: Act of Congress where Federal administration
was appropriate; or; State legislatién.and the approval
of the Secretary of tHé Interior where State or local
groups ﬁould administer the area. |

- F#ee—flowing rivers within exiéting or proposed
lnationél forest, parks, wildlife refuges or other Federal
land management units cannot be added to the national

system:without enactment of Federal legisiation.
i :

AlaskagNative Claims Settlement Act

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA),.
P.L. 90-203 was approved on December 18, 1971. -In that
Act the Congress declared that:

"There is an immediate need for a fair and jﬁst

settlement of all claims by Natives and Native

groups of Alaska . . . the settlement should be

accomplished rapidly . . . with maximum parti-

cipation by Natives . . . "

To implement this settlement ANCSA directed that up
to 120 million acres or one-third of the total land area
of Alaska be made available for potential Native selection.
The amount withdrawn for this purpose is approximatel}
three times the 40 million acres which can be selected
by-Natives, and once the Natives have selected their 1and,
the vemainder will be made avallable for selectiom oy |
‘the State under the Alaska Statehood Act or managed by the

Bureau of Land Management under the Public Land Laws.









On -September 11, 1970,.the.Seeretary of Interior
and ‘the Secretary of Agriculture announced a list of 47 R
rivers, inciuding Birch Creek, identified as potential
additions to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
These rivers were 1dent1f1ed under the terms of Section

(d) of the W11d and Scenlc R1vers Act of 1968 which

provides for the evaluation of identified rivers in planning
reports by all Federal agencies as potential'alternative
uses of the water and related land resources.

In March 1972, the upper Birch Creek basin was initially
withdrawn by the Secretary of the Interior as '"public interest
" lands" under the terms of Section 17 (d)(l) ofAtHe‘Alaska<

Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) .

On September 15, 1972, the Secretary of the Interior
made‘final'refisions of the March withdrawals. A two-.
" mile corridor -- -one mile to either side of the river -- .

was Withdrawn around the entire 135 mile upper segment of

B1rch Creek under Sectlon (d)(Z) of ANCSA.

Conduct of- the Study -

| As the designated ieadiagency for wild end scenic.
river studies, the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation established
an' Alaskan Task‘Forcelon May 16;‘1972, for the‘sole purpose
dof‘studying and making recommendations on rivers 1in Alaska
having potential for inclusion in the National System.

Aerial reconnaissance and on the ground inspection



via canoe was conducted .on Birch Créek during the summer -

of 1972 in the course of these studies. ' . e
| The conduct of the Birch Creek gtudy‘is viewed as a

cooperative venture among appropriate Federal, Staté,vand

' iocal agencies and organizations. During the course of

this study, participation from all concerned Federal, Staﬁé;
and local agencies and organizations was solicited.

“This fepor;_reflects'éli preliminary comments and information
Teceived. The final recémmendations,-however, are those

of the Bureau of Outdoor Recreatlon.

. Agencies invited to participate in field ‘examinations,

provide factual data and to review preliminary drafts

included:
'Aiaska’ﬁafivés
Tanana Chiefs Conference (Doyon, Ltd.)
2 " State of Alaska
f.-ACoordinated through the Governor's Office
‘f .Department of Agriculture
;! Forest Service
! - - Department of the Armz
‘Corps b Army Engldeers
Department.of the Interior -
Alaska Power Administration = Bureau of Sport FlsherLes
* ‘ . R § Wildlife
Bureau of Indian Affairs =+ '

7 Geological Survey -

"Bureau of Land Management :
~ : National Park Service

- Bureau of Mines : :
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Department of Transportation

Federal Aviation Agency

Federal Highway Administration

Office of the President

Environmental Protection Agency

Joint Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission

Eand Use Planning Team



IT. " SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Findings _

This study found that.the upper Birch Creek, Alaska
possessed values which qualify it for inclusion in the
Natienal Wild and>Sceni¢ Rivers System. The upper Birch
Creek and its immediate environment fulfill.the requirements
of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and
criteria estaﬁlished jointly by the Secretér& of the
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture, as published

in Guidelines for Evaluating Wild, Scenic and Recreational

River Areas Proposed for Inclusion in the National Wild

And Scenic Rivers System Under Section 2, Public Law

92-542, February 1970.

Birch Creek is an intermediate sized north-flowing
clearwater tributary to the Yukon River.

S The character of Birch Creek and its immediate
environment is primitive, reflecting virtually no

signs of man.

€ A road intersects the primitive river segment at an
upstream and downstream point.

Outstanding examples of the Birch Creek;schist

formation are found along the river.
@ The rare and endangered American peregrine falcon

- Is known to mnest in cliffs adjacent the river.

©
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@  Some arbheoiogic evidence of eariy Native peoples
has been found in.fhe lower section of the Birch
Creek segmeht. |

@ Thenvege;ation, topography, and‘Tock formations
combipe to give the segment'éxceﬁtioﬁalusceniq
values. | | |

) The primitive character, limited road acce551b111ty,

'the swift current and’ whltewater of the rlver,
'w1ld11fe, and scenic qualltles all contrlbute to
the outstandingly remarkable recreaticnal values of -
the river.area.. |
It has also been found that:
Ga Development of the recreation resources of Blrch

Creek area is consistent w1th tte Alaska Statewide s .

Comprehensive Outdoorﬁkécreation Plan (1970).
@ The range and quality of the outstaﬁding resbufces
of this river érea are not duplicated by other:Alaskan
free-flowing river areas having high potential»for
inclusidn in the National>Wil& and Scenic Rivefs
’System.
.ﬁﬁ Virtually the éntire rivér areés,is in federal
- ownership, aﬁd theré is a continuing overall Federal
interest in the‘léng-term'management of public
;resources inythé Birch Creek'aréa.

@ There are no significant commercial timber resources

»
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or mineral resources in the immediate river area.
No water resource projects are proposed :along. this

river segment.

A

Recommendations =~ -

i ‘D It is recommended that a 135 mile segment of Birch

CreekAfrom the Butte Creek confluence in the hééd*
waters (T. 7‘N., R. 10 E.,>Fairbanks Meridian) to

the vicinity of the Jumpoff/Crooked Creek confluence
(the north limit of T. 9 N., R. 16 E., Fairbanks-
Meridian) be inClﬁded in the National Wild and

Scenic Riverg System,’along'with,approximately 150,000
acres - of public land COmprising the immediate
énvironment,of the river. The corridor include& in

the National System would average no iurther than 2

- miles to either side of the mean highwater line of

Birch Creek.i

Approximately 15 miles of river downstream of the pro-

posed lower boundary has been withdrawn under the

" Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act for Native

selection. Ownership, public access, and other land

questions will not be settled in this area for

©  several years. However, this section has been found

to. possess outstandingg?recreatiqnal potential andi
would'be a iogical extension t§ a wild and scenic
river designation upstream. It is recommended that
this section be studied at a,latér dafe‘in full
codpgration with Native groups, for potential

inclusion in the national system. o '

~l2-



@1t is recommended that the entire segment be
classified and managed as a "wild river area' as
defined in section 2 (b) (1) of t@evWild and
Scenic Rivers Act.

@ It is recommended that the entire corridor be
administered by the Federal government, and further
that. the Federal agency managing the lands |
adjacent the river corridor, the Bureau of Land
Managementé be designatea the manager of the corridor.
The managiﬁg agency would ﬁfepare detailed management
and developmentvprograms and lateral boundaries within
one year of inclusion of the segment in the Nétional
System by Congress: |

@ 1t is recommended that, subject to valid existing
rights, the minerals in Federal lands which are
made part of the wild river area be withdrawn from
all forms of appropriation under the mining laws

and from operation of the mineral leasing laws.
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I11. STATE AND REGIONAL SETTING

Landscape

‘Birch Creek is located approximately in théAcenterA

. , ey _

of an immense region generally referred to as Interior
'Alaska, This region is generally comprised of fhe lands
>.drained.by‘the Tanana River and upper Yukon River. From
the Brooks Range in the north and from the-Alaékan Range
in the south waters drain into the interior focalizing
bn_the Yukon River which transects the region east to
west'(see Figure 3). ﬂ

The Interior is characterized by:alternating upland

plateaus and maréhy lowlands. The uplands are often made

.up of rounded, even-topped ridges with gentle slopes,

© sometimes surmounted in places by~¢ompact rugged'mountain

groups, 4,000 to 5,000 feet in altitude (e.g., White and
Crazy Mountains).
 Permafrost is discontinuous over the interior_eXcept

in the extensive "flats" areas (elevations - 200 to 1,000

feet) adjacent the Tanana and Yukon River where permafrost\_

underlies most of the area. .Because 6f the iow relief
and poor drainage of these areas, éx£ensive marshes and
:muskegs afe present. » |

The region is largely undeveloped except‘aroﬁnd
Fairbanks. The thin spruce-birch forest covering‘much

of the region is virtually uncleared. However, fires

-5~
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(mostly lightening-caused) ere endemic to the Intef&er
/;nd~1erge areas show evidence of bothArecent and historic
burns. | o
Climate

(The region experiences a typicel Sﬁb?Polar continentél
‘climate, severe winters and warm summers. After freeze-up
of the rivers and marshes in OCtober, the reglon is a
source for very cold, continental arctic air. Extended
periods of 50 to 60 degrees below zero temperatures are
common and 75 below has been recorded. Summers are short
and warm with temperatures reaching the 80's each year

and _occasionally the 90’s.e Despite high summer temperatures, ..

however, diurnal varlatlons can be extreme; free21ng

; temperatures have been experlenced in each month of the o an

year. .Ice break-ups asually occur in May. Sunlight around
the Arctic Circle runs ‘the full gamﬁt from 0 hours on
December 21 to a full 24 hours on June 21 |

-The continental cllmate provides most of the prec1p1-
tation within the reglon in normal form of convection
showers. Between 5 and 15 1nches of prec1p1tat10n fall
with snowfalls averaglng between 45 and .60 .inches.

The cllmate has a profound influence on the overall

.environment of the region. Soils, vegetation, wildlife,

' land'uses, and even the human environment all show the

marked effects of having to adapt to the harse natural

‘elements.

«e*f7f



Population and Economy

" Population

. The population in Alaska in 1970 was 302,173, of which
51.6 percent was rural and 48.4 percent urban. Between
- 1960 and 1970 the population of Alaéka increased 32.8 °
precent while the people residing in urban areas increased
10.5 percent.

* Population projections used in the Alaska Statewide

Comprehensive - Outdoor Recreation Plan (1970) estimates
fhe total State population of Alaska wiil be 331,000 by
1975 and 565,000 by 2000.

_The Birch Creek segment is located within the Upper
Yukon Census Division (figure 3). In 1970 there were
o 1;684 people living in this Census Division which
was an increase of 4.0 percent over the 1960 populafion.
Most yesided in lZ'placéé where there was a population of
at least 25 people. The largest, Ft. Yukon City, has a
popﬁlation of 448. There were a total of 338 households.
Natives comprised 64.8 percent of the total population
in the Census Division. Villages within the Census
" Division closest to the Birch Creek segment are Central and
Circle;Central has a 1970 population of 26 and Circle
had 54.

Immediately to the south of the Upper Yukon Census

Diyision is the Fairbanks Census Division. Because

»

of the highway access from Fairbanks to Circle, this



population division hae‘an influence on the Birch dfeek

area. . The Fairbanks Division haé a 1970 population of

45,864 or roughl§”15% of the tdtalJState.population.
'économY- |

Alaska's economy can be separated into two distinct
:pafts:‘?QShT’there~doliars’earned purchase goods and services).
»and éubsisfenoe (where work is related to direct procurement.
of food and shelter) '

Important elements of the Statew1de economy include
: government., mlnerals, forestry and tourism. ‘Of these
minerals (primarily oil and gas) and tourism have shown
the gfeateét.growth and appear to have the‘greatest'pofen-
tial for future growths - | o |

Growth in. the mineral industry other than oil and gas
has‘beeo fairly'siow in- recent years; The low’rate of
A growth ie releted to several factoré' low base metal
prices, hlgh 1nvestment cost, dlfflcult access and uncer-‘
} talnty of future land ownership. These 1nh1b1tors are
further compounded by the subarctic c1imate-

Tourlsm in 1ts broadest ‘sense shows the greatest
xpromlse for statew1ée expan51on.‘ The Alaska Survey and
‘Report, 1970-1971, Vol. 2, states:

"O0f all parts of thetAlaékan ecoriomy, tourism can

most rapidly provide jobs to the widest spectrum

of education and age levels. It can also, with

advertising and investment, direct economic growth
to depressed -areas of the state."

-19-



Between 1964 and 1971 tourism in Alaska increased from
59,200 visitors who spend $18.2 million to 130,000

visitors and $45 million. In 1972 there were slightly more

-----

follows: ‘30 percent lodging, 20 percent each restaurants
and transportation, and 10 percent each food stores, mer-
chandise and other services.

Information developed by the University of Alaska
nin&icates that of the over $50 million generated by tourism
in 1971, 64 percent ($29.8 million) were attributable to
.visits. to the four units of the National Park System in
Alaska. \ |

During 1971, the latest year for which complete .
figures are available, tourism accounted for 3,?00 employedv
persons with total wages of;$22.9 million.

The same factors for investment cost, transportation,
resource ownership and climate that inhibit mineral develop-
ment also depress outdoor recreation growth.

Sport fishing and hunting are also significant contri-
butors to the Alaskan economy. Infofmation developed by _
the "Alaska Department of Fish and Game indicates that

sport fishing in Alaska contributes approximately $22

million in 1972.



More than half of all Alaskan famiiies had incomes
. over $12,000 in 1970. There are however, striking &iff
ferences in family income between families residing in
cities and those living in rural areas. Appfoximatéiyv

45 percent of the rural families had incomes of less than
$5,000 on 1970, There are similar imbalances in family
incomes between white and non-white families.

A simple comparison of persoﬁal income as a factor
of well being in Alaska is misleading. When the Alaskan
dollar is deflated by 25 percent to compensate for the
unusual high cost-of-living, per capita and family
incomeé are placed in better perspective. 'This high_cost-v
of~iiving ﬁorké"particuiar‘hardship upon rural Alaskan
families where incomes are low and prices aften 100 -to
200 percent higher than in urban areas.

Within the Upper Yukon Census Division unemployméntj
in 1970 wés 7.0 pertent.. Median family income was $6,500
with 23.8 percent earning less than the poverty level and
25.4 percent $15,000 or more. Most wége employment is
seasonal with greatest opportunities during the short
summers. -Local residents are often employed on an emergency
‘basis to fight'férest fires. Ther income in that activityk
‘ifluctuates in direct proportion to the number, size and

freqﬁency of the fires.

-2~



For that portion of the region lying south of the
Yukon River is probable that minerals (other than 0il

and gas) and tourism will be the most significant economic

.

growth poentials.

Subsistence

Subsistence is defined és'a life style where work
is directly related to obtaining food and shelter from
the land.” Included are subsistence activities where the
person must secure his food by hunting and fishing or else
'go hungry, and the pursuit of food as either a matter
of choice or as supplemental activity.

Recent changes in life style have increased the shift
from a sﬁbsistence economy to césh. The advent
of the snowmebile may represent the~1argest factor in
this shift as cash must be obtained to purchase fuel for
. the snowmobile whereas dogs to pull-sleds could be fed
fish. New housing with more space to heat and the
switch from wood to oil -burning heaters also requires cash
és do water, sewer and electricity. - Trapping is the
only signficant.acfivity‘in“the region which now offers
cash potential in this iife style.

Transportation

Because of the state's great distances, sparsé
populations and adverse topography, Alaska relies heavily

upon air rather than surface transportation. Figure 4

-2l



'illustrates‘existing transportation systems in the region.
In addition to the airports shown, numerous bush striés
exist for use by ligh{’aircraft. Fairbanks is the Interior's
transportation hub with four major highways radiating from
~the city: one to Anchorage, one to Canada and '"outside,"
and two leading nmorth further into the Interior ( the Steese
Highway and Elliott Highway). ‘Via the Steese 'Highway,. |
the Birch.Creek segment is located approximately 100 miles
northeast of Fairbanks.

Daily air service exists to Fairbanks and Ft. Yukon
and periodic commercial service is available to all villages.
Barge transportation exists on the Yukon river upstream
‘to Fort Yukon. The Alaska Railroad connects Fairbanks
with Anchorage. |

Long-rangé considerations by the Alaska Departmeni
of Highways for expansion of the existing regional highway
net ;include: a road from the Elliott Highway through Bettlés
to the North slope oil fields, a road from Circle to Ft.
- Yukon and north to Arctic Village and- the North Slopé,
a road from Eagle to Circle and a road connecting the
Alaska highway near Fairbanks with the Taylor Highway
near Eagle. |

-Recreation-

‘The current Alaska Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor

Recreation Plan indicates a great need for additional

recreational resources in the state to satisfy local,

€
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statewide, and out-of-state demand. In Volume I of the
SCORP (p. 27) it is stated:
~ "The analysis of recrcation needs indicates a
major needAfo; trail development-in Alaska,
partictlarly in view of the high cost of other.
means of access. Trail-related activities
(including canoeing) also constitute by far the
most popular form of recreation in the State,
~and a strong system of trails would provide not
only trail recreation (such as hiking and horseback
riding) but also badly needed access to remote
areas for other recreational pursuits (such as
camping, fishing and hunting).

Projected total annual outdoor recreation demand
for the State as a whole indicates an increase of between
235 and 516 percent for selected activities. between 1967

~and 1980. Of these, trail-related outdoor recreation
activities are the most popular. By 1980 trail-related
activities -- a form of outdoor recreation in which 85
percent of residents and nonresidents participate -- will
increése_by 249 percent. The State further anticipates
that trail-related activities will maintain its top
ranking as the most popular activity (table 1)-

When existing facilities are Comﬁared with projected
annual demand for outdoor recreation in the Intetrior
Region it is found that there are major deficiencies (table 2)}.

.. It should be noted that the data presented in Tables
1 and 2 were based upon the primary assumption that approx-
imate land status would continue. These projections

‘would be most conservative in the °event all or substantial

portibns of the public lands withdrawn under Sec. 17 (d) (2)









T"ANAKTUVUK -~ = %16

* 2 WISHAK w1z
* 3 KILLIK | 7 %18
* 4 AMBLER . 19
* 5 NOATAK * 20
»e UNALAKLEET 21
* 7 ALATNA * 22
* 8 BEAVER ' * 23
*'9 BIRCH 2
*10 CHARLEY 25
1N CHATAN!KA‘V * 26
%12 DELTA * 27
8 *13 FORTYMILE A * 28

14 KANDIK . * 29
Larsivis NOWITNA *30
*31

T 32

g

Of‘ ALASKAN RIVERS

;" . RECOMMENDED FOR_DETALLED

»dﬂ

CONSIDERATION AS POTENTIAL UNITS OF .36

THE NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM *37

- ~ e

BOR, OCTOBER, 1972 . I*Au. OR SUBSTANTIAL PORTIONS CLASSIFIED UNDER md)(z) oF ANCSA, SEPT. 1972 ea9.
‘RlVERS WHERE DETMLED STUD!ES HAVE BEEN REQUESTED V ‘ g...?40

F,ﬁ 5 Alaska Tivers having high fo%mf,a,(

L
P DR < TR IO (‘(’i:h Y’n

e A s

35

3 o . \ ' S fwr w-}’)<.'/0.$‘lr?5} n/z /Uqﬁcwm/ (A/;/o/ana/ Scc”}q;(:

| ?‘ORCUPtNE

] -

SHEENJEK—KONESS

TINAYGUK
WILD
WIND

YUKON
ALAGNAK

COPPER ( ILIAMNA)

HOHOLITNA
HOLITNA
NUYAKUK
TOGIAK *

ANIAKCHAK

BREMNER
CHITINA
COPPER
GULKANA
" KARLUK

~

KENAI-RUSSIAN,

SWANSON R~

SUSITNA
SQUIRREL
SALMON

SWAN LK.

ANDREAFSKY
KANEKTOK_. ....

AMERICAN

- e

._\

3

. R
:

CREEK '

e
P

5
vk —— e ¥ et b w



Beaver Creek e
.Charley River T C-
Chatanika River

Yukon River between the United States-Canadian border
~and Circle

Each of the four rivers in the close proximity of the

" Birch Creek segment are distinctive from each other.
These differences are summarized in Appendix B.

Although important to development of statewide
system of free-flowing river areas which includes
representation samples of the varioué types of rivers in
‘Alaska, specific action has not been considered or recom-
mended for the Chatanika. This river lies primarily
within lands owned or selected by the state. Separate
repcrts‘evaluating the falues of the other three areas in
the close proximity of the Birch Creek Segment have

been prepared.

- Plan makes reference to the availability of 399 miles of
"formal' canoe trail (137 miles in th“e Interior ﬁegion.

- See table 3). The term 'formal" is misleading in that
there are no specific'State‘or local plans or programs.
to‘protect or manage these.fesourées, and the vast majority
of the identified "formal" canoe trails are located on

.Federal land.
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If portiOns of the}Birch Creek segmenf are determined
iioibe navigable (see fqllowing secfion); the ownership of
the s%ream bed on such portions would pe retéined by the
State of Alaska. | | |

The downstfeam study boundary marks the beginning.éf
 lands withdrawn for Native selections under the terms of
ANCSA. Native Selectioﬁs'are not, as yet, completed in this
area. Approximately 60 miles of Birch Creek flow through
these lands. Below this withdrawal the approximate 120
miles of Birch Creek are divided between lands withdrawn
under Secticn (d)(2) of ANCSA and lands withdrawn for -
Native selections.

.Water Rights, Navigabjility, and Streambed Ownership

No rights to water in the Birch Creek study segment

“have been applied for or granted.by the State of Alaska.
However, two appliéations for water rights above the study
segment have been filed. - One application is for the

utilization of up to 800,000 gallons per day from Birch

Creek at the Fish Creek confluence. The othér would utilize

up to 5,000 gallons per day from Eagle Creek. Both applications
are for water use in placer mining operations. The effect

of future removal. (temporary or permanent) of these )

quantities of waters on downstream river areas has not been

assessed.
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motorboat‘acceés is possible with normal water levels up-
stream into the lower study segment. Small rapids and shallow
waters 30 to 40 miles upstream of the lower study‘boundary
stop motorized use. Frequent log jams énd sweepers all along
the lower study segment canlalso impede motorboat access.
Soils

The severe.winters, short growing season and low -
temperatures of the Birch Creek area result in extremely
thin and fragile soils. The gravelly and stoney soils on
the steep slopes of the upper and middle sections are sub-
ject 'to extensive solifluction and destruction of the:
"vegetative cover can result 'in severe erésion. The valléy
floor is suscepfible to ﬁafshineﬁs and/or floo&iﬁé éna
soils are largely silty and poorly draiued. A large
portion of the river area is underlain by permafrost which,
‘because - of shallow overlying soils, is quite incompatible
with,sufface disturbance.

.Vegetation/Timber~-

Vegetation within the Birch Creek area ranges from -
"alpiﬁe tundra to white spfuée—paper birch forests. These
are especially notewortﬁy because existing plant communities
reflect little evidence of mah's activity. Plant associations
within the immediate environment of the river are Vafied,
The mosaic of patterns reflect past fire history, slope,

aspect and the presence or absence qf permafroét'(figure 7).

.,.,.LH.-.
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FlG. :7; DIAGRAM OF VEGETATION TYPES ALONG A TOPOGRAPHIC GRADIENT IN THE BIRCH CREEK SEGMENT
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Birch Creek schist, one of the oldest bedrocks in the
state, is\néméd after this river. Although this schist
is reported to underlie 70 to 80 pérceﬂt of the state, much

~of the original geologic study of this formation was done
‘along Birch Creek. Spectaculér examples of this formation
aré foﬁnd‘alOng the river both in-rock outcroppings on
adjacent hillsides and in the rivef'itéelf where sheer
rock walls have resisted the erosive action of the water.
The striations and coloration of this exposed bedrock is
outstanding from both the layman's and geologist's view-
point.

This formation is also associated with minérai
deposits, notably gold. Active placer mining is taking
place is some upper tributary areas outside the‘stud§
corridor. Sdme gold exists in the study corridor along -
major t?ibutaries, but these deposits are believed. to be
in quantities too smalllto be economically mined§

‘Although oil and'gas leases have been let in the
" lower feaches, no wellsihAVe’beenldrilled. No portion of
the Birch Creek study area is included in the Yukon Flats
Teftiary Province identified in U.S.G.S. studies (U.5.G.S.
Bulletin 1095, "Geology of Possible Petroleum Provihces in
Alaska, 1QSS.) No other commercial minérals‘to.date have

been located. L
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Fish and Wildlife Resources

Fish
Grayling 1s the only fish found in the upper reaches,
whereas northern pike, sheefish, and whitefish are reported

to be found in.the lower reaches. Good grayling fishing

X

in terms of numbers and size is found in the lower reaches.

King and chum salmon spawn between Crooked Creek'and the
Steese High#ay bridge at'Mile 147.
~Wildlife

‘Big game species common along the river include moose,
black bear, and wolves. Caribou are also preéent at
certain times of the year. Up to several years ago the
study segment was crossed by the major portion of the
Fortymile caribou herd (which numbers up to 20,000 animals)
in their migrations td,aﬁ@ from calving grbunds. The
reasons for the recent change in this migration pattern -
are not fully known. - Grizzly bear are present though
infrequently observed.

Many furbearers are common including lynx, otter,
Eeaver, marten, fox, wolverine, and others. Game birds
include ptarmigan, grouse, ducks and geese.

" The area adjacent the lower 35 miles of the study
segment has been identified by the Alaska Departmen£ of

Fish and Game in their publication Alaska's Wildlife and

Habitat as' a significant waterfowl poulting and nesting

._L}b,..
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area for lesser séaup, pintails, widgeons, mallafﬁs,ygreeh-
winged,teals;.white winged scoters, buffleheads, American
~golden eyes, Canvas backs and shovelers: ~Less common are
redheads, ring-necked duckg,,blue—wingéd teals and gadwalls.
Trumpeter swans also may nest in the area. Canada and -
*white-fronted geese and little brown cranes are common in the
wet muskeg areas.
Rare and Endanged Species
The following wildlife species are found in the Birch

Cfeek area and are listed in the Department of the Interior's
1968 "Red Book of Rare and Endangered Species':

American peregrine falcon (Falco peregrines anatum)--
rare

Timber wolf (Canius lupus lycon]--endangered (only in
conterminous 48 states)

Grizzly bear (Ursus Arctos) - endangered (only.
in conterminous 48 states)

Wolverlne (Gulo luscus)-- status undertermined

Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) -- status undetermined

American ospry (Pandion haliaetus carolineusis)--
status undetermined

In addition, the northern bald eagle (Haliéeetus

leucocephalus alascanus) is frequently observed. Although

similar in overall appearance, the northern bald eagle is

not the same as the endangerd southern bald eagle (Haliaeetus

1. luecocephalus).

Both the ospréy and perégrine'falcon nest along the river.

__47.-
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Recreation
| Resources

There are no developed recreational facilities of
designated recreational areas within the study segment.
BLM in their planning process had identified sites for
recreational‘development and access at North Fork, Jumpoff
Creek, and the Steese bridge at Mile 147.~

In the BLM publication, "Alaska Canoe Trails," put
out in 1970, the entire study segment of Birch Creek is
in the state offering canoeing opportunities. The "put-in"
point is from Mile 94 or 95 of the Steese Highway (near the
.upper study boundary). .The take-out point is described in
the pamphlet as the bridge crossing of Birch Creék_at
. Mile 147 of the Steese Highway. This btridge area has since
been withdrawn under ANCSA for pptential Native selections.
The lower study boundary is located 15 milés upstream from
thi3~crdssing. | '

Birch Creek offers outstanding recreational oppor-
tunites for nonmotorized '"float boat' use (canoeing,
kayaking; rafting). It is one of the very few clearwater
rivers in the 'state which has road access at two points
intersecting an otherwise untouched segment of river.

The recreationist is offered essentially a wildernesé
experience along the river without having to endure the high

costs of aircraft transportation - a unique propesition in
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of broad canyonlands. Bluffs, rock outcroppings and small
mountains are in both foreground and background much of the
time in the upper and middle reaches. The twin peaks of

Sheboub Mountéin_in the Sheep Creek area form a prominent -

- landmark which can be seen downstream for many miles in the

middle section. In the lower reaches, mountains can be seen
across broad expanses of tundra marshlands. There are many

areas of beautiful white spruce-birch forests along the river

cons?rasting with the aspen groves on the hillsides and the

“low lying tundra and black spruce areas.

The resources of the study area are also well suited
for other recreational activities adjunctive to. a canoe

trip down the river. Excellent fishing, nature study

“and photography, wildlife observation (especially raptors),

wilderness camping, and hiking opportunities are abundant.

Small quantities of gold at several tributary confluences

present the opportunity for recreational panning.
The several abandpneé cabins lend themselves to
interpretation of past history for the recreationist.
Fishing, hunting and trapping are additional recrea-
tional activities independent of boating for which the
river offers siénficant potentiai. -Grayling and northern

pike, moose, bear, caribou, ptarmigan, waterfowl, wolves,

" lynx and othervfurbearers are common residents of the river

arecas. ’ : ®
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(down to -60° an& colder) and deep snows (50-60") limiting
winter sport&‘use; |
~ Only 5 to 6 inches of rain fall during the summer months
resuiiing‘inAperiodic low watér levels and high fire dangers.
Fréquent Jlow water levels from the put-in point at Mile 94
of the Steese Highway to the Harrington Fork confluence
can make canoeing difficut = for the first 10 miles of the
study segment. . A 1/4 to 1/2 mile portage from the highwéy
is often necessary. Conversely, a summer storm can quickly
raise the river by a foot or more. Because of the fire danger,
camp fires must be carefully tended.

Although precipitation is low, much.standing water
is present in the area. These waters give rise to hordes
of mosquitoes and flies causing discomfort for recreationists
Vmuch of the summer.

Récreational use is also limited by access which in
turn is limited by the natural environment. The §n1y
road or traill access is the Steese Highway which intersects
the river area at the extreme boundarigs of the study
-segment. Thisnroad is usﬁally closed from Mile 42 by snow
from October to May. Road imporvements and new road and
trail consturction are severaly limited by thé short
construction season, and more impoftantly, by the soil and
topography of the area, Valley floors are Very susceptible

to marshiness and/oxr flooding. Much of the slope areas



are steep énd vefy subject to.sbiifluction. Bedrock is
generally at ‘d very shallow depth. A large portion of the
study. area is underlain by permafrost which; because of
shallow overlying soils, is quite incompatible with surface
disturbance. The soil limitations are generally difficult
to overcome in this-area and may affect alignment and
location; special design requirements may be needed, and
construction and ecological costs are high.

| Recreational development such as campgrounds, picnic
areas, playgrounds, etc., is also greatly limited by
soil and topographic conditions. These limitations are
- generally very difficult to overcome withéut considerable

| expense : and p0351b1e ecologlcal damage.

SO g

Similarly, some recreational activities such as off road
vehicle uses are limited by soil conditions. Disruption of the
thin soil can .cause surface damage which may persist for
- long periods of time. Erosion from such disturbed areas
could have a significant effect on the watershed and
aesthetics 6f the area. '

Public access at the downstream study boundary is
presently blocked by private lands. A 5-acre parcel
“of patented land with a cabin is located at,thé mepoff
Creek confluence. Although a 1/4 mile primifive road running
from the Steese Highway crosses Federally owned land, 100 ‘to
200 yards within the homesite separate this access road

from the river frontage. Thus, a '"'portage' around this

55—






Another limitation to the primitive recreational
oppcrtunities . now offered in the river corridor might be
the future development of placer mining along the river
or in the tributary headwaters. Unless placer mining
activities are undertaken with extreme care, the existing
highwater quélity and aesthetic values would be significantly
degraded. Temporary or permanent'remoVal of water couldA
also have an adverse affect on fish and wildlife populations.

Approximately 5 miles of the lower study segment was
included in the 1965 land withdraﬁal order for the proposed
Rampart Dam reservoir. It ‘is not fully known what effect
this reservoir would have on the study segment. Such
activities as hiking, canbeing, and winter sports
probably would Be affected minimally. However, game and
fish populations, vegetation, and even local climate cpuld
- be altered significantly thus;affecting hunting, fishing
nature study, and the likg.

Although potential for commercial or residentiai
development, lumbering, and agriculturai in the study segment
is slight, these uses could seriously degrade the aesthetic
values of the land and water, and hence, decrease the
primitive recreational experience now present. These
aéﬁivities cduldvalso be detrimental to fish and wildlife
resources, ﬁhereby limiting such recreational uses.as'

hunting, fishing, trapping, and nature study;

e
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V. ‘ CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

,Birch Creek meets the éfiteria for inclusion in thé
Natiéﬂal Wild and.Scenic Rivers Systemé in thatv
® The river is free-flowing.
@ " The river and its immediate environment
possess outstandingly remarkablé valués~
@ There is»sufficiént'volume of water to permit .
full enjoyment of these values
V“Q@ Thé’river is of sufficient 1eng£h‘tozprovidev%
a meaningfulkhigh qualify recreational
eXperiénce

@ Water Quality‘is.géod,

The Tiver and its immeidate environment are

capable of being managed tb protect .and

‘ interpret special vaiﬁes and protect the user.
A 135 mile segmeht‘of upper Birch Creek,quélif165‘

as a pOteﬁtial addition to the Nﬁtional wild and‘SceﬁiC Rivers

~System an& it i% recommended that Congfess include it in

‘the Natioﬁél‘System. It is further recommended that 'this

river segment bevmanaged~whdlly by the Bureau of Land

Management. Virtually'all-iands within;énd aajacénf“

Vthe study. corridor are presently administered by the

_ Bureau of Land Maﬁagement; | |

The study segment 1is a pfistine waterway through an

»

environment virtually untouched by man. For almost -

-5
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Vstudied at a iater data for inclusidn in the National System.

Any lands notfselected by Native corporatioﬁs.or.groupS' |

should be included in the National System where appropriate..
It is recommended that;‘subject to. valid existing

rights, the minerais in Federal lands which are made

part of this wild river area to be wifhdrawn from all

forms of appropriatian under the mining iaws and from

operation of the minefal leasing laws. Minerals (including

0il énd‘gas) have not been identified within the immediate

river environment in commercially exploitable amounts.

However, even small "try-your-luck" prospecting and extraction

activities could seriously detract from the existing

primitive values of the river environment. -

A
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VI. - CONCEPTUAL RIVER PLAN

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, section 10(a), sfates‘
that

“"Each component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers

System shall be administered in such a manner as to

protect and enhance the values which caused it to

be included in said system without, insofar as is

consistent therewith, limiting other uses that do

not substantially interfere with public use and v

enjoyment of these values. In such administration

primary emphasis shall be given to protecting 1its
esthetic, scenic; historic, archeologic, and scientific
features. Management plans for any such component

may establish varying degrees of intensity for its

‘protection and development, based upon the special

attributes of the area."

Accordingly, this conceptual river plan is designed
to establish a framework which can be followed by the
Bureau of Land Management in‘developing detailed boundaries
and plans for developments and management of the upper
Birch Creek segment recommended for inclusion in the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Such detailed
plans would be completed within one year from the date the
river is added to the national system.

It is proposed that the river segment be classified
as "wild" and be managed with the following objectives:

(1) Preservation of the river and its environs

in a natural, wild state, essentially unaltered
by man.

(2) Provision of a quality "primitive'" recreational

experience with primary emphasis on river-

oriented activities.

=



(3)

. (4)

<
<o

Protection of wildlife habitat with special

. emphasis on rare and endangered species habitat,

Protection of historic and/or archeological

" resources.

Approﬁriate Boundaries

Within one year after inclusion of Birch Creek into

the National Wild § Scenic Rivers System the Bureau of

Land Management would establish detailed boundaries for

the river corridor. In establishing these boundaries

the following interralated criteria should be taken in

account:

(1)

(2)

the river corridor should be a unit; recreational,

aesthetic, geological, wildlife, historic, and

other values associated with the river environment

should all be tied into the larger corridor as

. intergral components.

A feeling of "spaciousness" should be maintained;
perhaps unique to Alaska is the quality of
"spaciousness' in many recreational pursuits.
This feeling is based on the isolation and
independance associated with the river environ-

ment. Insulation from the noise of "outside' uses

should be.given full consideration in this attempt.

~l3~



(3) boundaries should reflect a ﬁprimarf visuai
cojridor." As ‘illustrated in Figure S,Vthe'
corfidor should generally include those lands
which can’ be seen, from the rlver or from the
river bank. Obviously, distant meuntains might -
be seen in places but would.nOt be included.

4) Inyihe utilization of most of the boundary

‘ cfiteria, vegetation patterns and topographic
features should be throughly studied and employed -
in - the determination of boundaries.

(5) The lateral boundaries should average no more than
two miles to either side offthe river and include

& land acreage not to exceed approximately
150,900 acrés. |

‘VAcqulsltlon P011c1es and Land use Controls

Private Lands , -
‘No vaiid existing land ownership rights 100ated~§itﬁin
the river boundaries would be condemned or denied: All
land uSes,presently taking place under valid existing
rights would be allowed to contlnue
Should 1ands presently owned or controlled under
valid ex1st1ng .rights be offered for sale by w1111ng
sellers, the Secretary of Interior would reserve the right -
of first ;efusal to such lands or éuch rights. Valid

'.rights would be<?urchased in fee, where appropriate.

SubjectAto valid existing rights, all lands would

R
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be withdrawn in the river corridor from future disposal

under the public land laws, including the U.S. mining and

mineral leasing laws.

90-

Mining Claims

Section 9(a) -of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, P.L.

542, states:

Nothing in this Act shall affect the applicability
of the United States mining and mineral leasing laws
within components of the national wild and scenic
rTivers system except that--

(i) all prospectlng, mining operaelons, and other
activities on mining claims which, in the case of a
component of the system designated in section 3 of
this Act, have not heretofore been perfected or
which, in the case of a component hereafter desig-

nated vursuant to this Act or any other Act of Congress,

are no: perfected before its inclusion in the system
and all mining operations and other activities under
a mineral lease, license, or permit issued or renewed
after inclusion of a component in the system shall be
subject to such regulations as the Secretary of the
Interior or, in the case of national forest lands,
the Secretary of Agriculture may prescribe to effec-
tuate the purposes of this Act; .

(ii) subject to valid ex1st1ng rights, the perfec-
tion of, or issuance of a patent to, any mining claim
affecting lands within the system shall confer or
convey a right or title only to the mineral deposits
and such rights only to the use of the surface and
the surface resources as are reasonably reguired to
carrying on prospecting or mining operations and are
consistent with such reguirations as may be prescribed
by the Secretary of the Interior or, in the case of
national forest lands, by the Secretary of Agriculture;

. . and, Regulatlons issued pursuant to paragraphs
(1) and (11) of this subsection shall, among other
things, provide safeguards against 9“11“*“"“ of
the river involved and unnecessary impairment of
the scenery within the component in question."

Section 12(c) of the same Act requires that:

“"The head of any agency administering a component

—lle-
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of the national wild and scenic rivers system

shall cooperate with the Secretary of the Interior
and with the appropriate State water pollution
control agencies for the purpose of eliminating

"or diminishing the pollution of waters of the river."

~Accordingly, Bureau of Land Management in consultation

"with the State of ‘Alaska and all concerned user groups,

should develop such mining regulations. These should
consider: requiring notification of existing valid

‘claims and annual asséssment work to be filed with the
administering agency; the denial of any claim for which
notification is not received within a reasonable period
of time or for which annual assessment work is not
performed. For any valid existing claims which are
developed at some future time regulations should consider
the following: retention of top soil; restoration of

topography; retention of topographic or Vegetative screen-

~Aing between the mine and water's edge; replanting or reseeding

the mined area; the removal of sediment from waste waters;

protection from terrain damage due to the movement of

heavy equipment or off-road vehicle access; and other safe-
guards.

Managément Policies

) Motorized Access
Uncontrolled off-road vehicle use in the corridor
is not compatible with the management objectives for this

G

river. Off-road vehicle use should be strictly - regulated

-7~
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to protect ‘the fragile soils, vegetation, and wildlife,

to prevent conflicts:with other recreational uses, and to
protect the inaccessible primitive nature of the river |
area, The land managef in consultatioﬁ with State and

" local agencies and user groups would deveiop specific
regulations after determining the extent‘to,whichvoff—

road vehicle uses are compatible with management objections.
Such considerations as winter-only use, subsistence use,

and use on designated trails or areas- should be taken into

account in regulating off-road vehicle travel.

Similarly, the impact of indiscriminate aircraft landings

and take-offs and the use of boat motors on the wildlife
values and primitive recreation values would be‘severe.
Thus, such countrols as designated use zones, time zoning
or other measures should'be developed and utilized; in the
management of the corridor to protect the river values.

Timbér |

It is recommended that permits for commerical timber

harvesting or free—use-wood cutting not be granted. Although
the timber resources are minimal in'the river area,
serious damage to the primitiVe.environment could take
place through such practices. Wood gathering by recreation-
ists should be limited to dead or downed fimber thréughout
the river.segment;

Grazing - . .

It is felt the limited forage potential of the area

-
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could not sustain an economical number of animals withoﬁt.
substantial degradation to the natural; primitive environ-
ment now ekisting. Therefore, the issuance of grazing
permits is not recommended.
Watershed/Soils

The management direction for the entire segmeht would
be to maintain and restore the condition of the soil and
water to its natural state. In most cases this would take

the form of letting the natural processes presently

occurring in the watershed proceéd unimpeded by man's action.

No stream bed or bank alterations by man should be allowed.

An effort to stabilize or revegetate large eroded
areas caused by natural or man-made activities should be
made when erosion threatens the water quality and aesthetics
of the river corridor.” This work should be accomplished
without motorized surface vehicles, and appropriate native
plants used. | |

. The Bureau of Land Mﬁnagement should cooperate with
appropriate Federal and State ageﬁcies to prevent pollution
of Birch Creek and its tributaries. This would involve
protection from surface dumping of garbage and otﬁer
contamination, waste water and sewage poliutants,
sédimegtation and wastes from mining operations, ground

water cantamination, and others.

-7~



Wildlife/Fisheries
Fishing, hunting and trapping would continue within

- the entire segment under applicable State and Federal

regulations. Management of game and fish would be handled

'byAthe appropriate State and Federal agencies.

The protection of rare or endangered species would
be emphasized. In some cases this might 'include minor
habitat manipulation fér such species.

.Rgcréationai Use '

The wild river environment would only tolerate a
relatively small amount of recreational usé; Use in the
“river corridor should‘not.be allowed to réach a level
at which the‘environment.was degradéd'énd the'primitife~
aexperieﬁce waé lost.

Special efforts should be made to restfict litter
and pollution by stressihg "bring-back-what—you-take;" If
this does not prove effective consideration should be
given to banning cans, bottles or other thbufnable food
- and drink containers except at designated'de§éloped accesé
noints. '

- A regular system of monitoring recreational use and

its‘effectS'on‘the river's environment should be established

to insure long-term maintenance of the river's existing

character.



: Fire

The area should consider special fire prevention
and suppression controls, A strong initial attack on
small fires in the area should be madeito prevent ﬁidespread
burns in the river.corridor. However, fires in the river
- corridor should be fought only with aircraft or non-
mechanized surface equipment. Vehicular firefighting
techniques in these fragile areaé havé resulting in more
overall damage to the environment ‘than from fires themselves
in past'experiences.' Large burns would be allowed to
revegetate naturally, as natural succession plants generally
provide the fastest and most efficient soil cover‘inAAlaska.

Special efforts should be made toAfeduce fife hazards.
Such measures as banning open fires or restricting open
fires to designated'areas should be considered during
-high fire danger periods.

Adjaéent lands o

Adjaceﬁt'lands‘owned'by the Federal government should
be managed to protect the Birch Creek éérridor from any
adverse land-use practices. High water quality in the
tributary drainages should be maiﬁtainéd and Background'
views protected. | B

Recreational Development -

In order to preserve an '"primitive" recreational

experience, the development of access and recreational
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facilities sh&uld be strictly limited.

In the immediate future development of recreational
facilities should be considered at only two locations, an
upper "'put-in" point and a lower ”take;out”.point, In
the upper section, a passenger car access roéd could be
provided from the Steese Highway to the river. A parking
area, sanitation facilities, and public information could
be provided at this access point. Any overnight facilities
should be developed at a separate location, outside the
river boundary.

Another short access road could be constructed from
the Steese Highway to the river in the Jumpoff Creek
vicinity. A parking area, sanitation facilities-and
public information could be provided here also. Trails
following the river might also originate from this location.
' Both these access roads could enhance recreational use of
the river considerably without'significantlyAéltering the
. existing primitive environment of the major portion of the
proposedzwild river area. Each roéd would ‘average no more
than 1/4 mile in length.

Natura1 hazards in‘the river should not be removed.

Should the lower fifteen mile section of river to
the Steese Highway bridge at Mile.i47 be included in the
similar facilties could be developed at the bridge location.
These facilities could be managed either'publicly or

privately, such as by Native_groups.
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the corridor. Environmental and existing recreational
values should be carefully assessed prior to any such

development.
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VII. ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF INCLUSION IN THE NATIONAL SYSTEM

Present uses are almost exclusively recreation

in nature and numbers of users are quite small (fewer than
1000 annual visitors days estimated). Because of increasing

population pressures and increasing desire for more

recreational lands and opportunities; recreational ﬁses

in the river corridor can be expected to increase in the

near future without inclusion of Birch Cfeek'in the Nationai

Wild'and Scenic Rivers System. However, inclusidn in the

National System and development of recreational access

roads and facilities would stimulate more than this

increase in use over the next 10 to 20 &ears. Inclusion in

the National System at the same time would protect and

enhance a quality, primitive recreational resource. Such

a resouicé could not be expected to be maintainedmwithoﬁt

the management measufes associated with a "wild river"

designation.

Access designation, the signing of'the area, and the
national significance of the river woﬁld, in essence,
advertise its recreational values and attract users. It
is safe tc assume that usc would approach the resource
cépabilities of the river area by the year 2000 (roughly
estimated to be 5000 annual visitor days, summer season

only). In addition to the provisioﬁs of an outstanding
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recreational experience for additional users,. economic
benefits would accrue from this increased use, Users of
the river area would require specialized equipment (e.g.,
backpacking, canoeing),_gaé, food, lodging, etc., from
" local merchants. This money would be respent several times
“in the region aiding the general economy. |
Increased river use could also help stimulate new
businesses. Guiding services, canoe and other eduipment
rentals, shuttle seréices between put-in and take-out
points,; and other recreationai services could all be
established. These new revenues would similarly be respent
in the region. Property = and sales tax revenues quld )
also result from this commercial development (see Table 3).
Management of the river area would also require additional
—;;hpower, providing local employment. |
There would also be intangible benefits inc¢luding
the study segment in the National System. However, the
benefits of such things as preservation of a ”wild"
environment, provision of a "primitive" recreational
eXperienCe, protection of rare and endangered species;
and other such values are extremely diffiéult,.if not

impossible, to put 'into economic terms,

Non-Recreational

Subject to valid existing rights, all lands within

the river corridor. would be withdrawn from appropriation under
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Table 3. Comparison of Recreation Expendiﬁures“for
Guided Trips on Selected Free-flowing
Alaskan Rivers 1/

Rounded

Rivers Cost per Trip 2/ Cost per
: per person ‘person per day
Chilikadroitna/Mulchatna 9 days-$485 S $s54
5 days-$375 - §75-
Chulitna ' : 2 days-$70 $35
Copper | 6 days-$375 $63
Deshka 5 days-$185 $37
Little Susitna 2 days-$65 $33
Yukon 7 days-$280 $40
1/ |
Source: Alaska Wilderness River Trips, Inc., Eagle River,
-Alaska, 1973 Summer Schedule
2/

- Prices include food but not transportation to and from
departure points. Reduced rates may be available for
children and large groups.
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the public land laws. Thus, homesteads, trade and manu-

- facturing sites, headquarter sites, mining claims anévothef
new claims to land rights would not be permitted. Minerali
leases would not be offered. Economic benefits precluded
by the removal of the corridor from these uses would be

*mihimal.

Because of the region's Sub-Arctic climate, the potential
for agricultural development in this region is eﬁtremely
small. Agriculture v?lues‘presently add 1little to the
ecénqﬁy of the region or state. There is no recorded
commerical agriculture production in the Birch Creek area.

.. Although the demand for permanent residential land
will increase in the state in coming years, most of this
demand will center around the larger cities. In the Birch
Creek region, most of this demand wili occur around Féirbanksl
and to a lesser extent Cenfral, Circle Hot Springs, § Circle.
Because the Birch Creek corridor by road lies over 100
mileskfroﬁ Fairbanks, residential land uses foregone
would be minimal even should the Steese Highway be maintained
year round.

There does exist a significant demand in the region
for recreational homesites (cabins, summer cottages, etc.).
Inclusion of this river segment in the National System
pfecludes the disposal of land for these uses. Ahy economic

benefits which may.have resulted from such use would be

©



foregone. However, considerable land has been transferred
from Federal to State ownership in the Fairbanks area

aﬁd more is ekpected to be .conveyed in the near future.

A 1arge portion of this land is ekpected to be sold iﬁ
small tracts to private citizens thereby satisfying some

of .the regional demand for recreational and rural homesites.

Demands for industrial and commercial 1and will occur»
mainly in the Fairbanks area. The economic benefits
foregone by land withdrawal in the remote Bifch Creek
corridor are considered minimal. However, some potential
commercial uses such as guiding operations might be
affected. Any future demand for sites (T§M) would have
to be met outside the corridor.

Total production and value for metal mining has .
decreased in the last. ten years to where it now occupies
an inéignificant position in the region's economy.
Revival of gold mining to the extent the area knew in
the past is not Iikely. The remaining active mining near
Birch Creek exists outside the corridor in tributary
drainages. Gold in amounts large enougﬁ to be economically
mined has not been identfied &ithin the corridor and
virtually no evidence of historical mining exists along
fhe river. Signficant deposits of other metals in the
river corridor has not be demonstrated., Thus, economic

benefits from mining precluded by this proposal would be

marginal,
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No water resource projects have been proposed within-
the.study corridorl Although ﬁotian active proposal, the
Rampart Dam project boundaries extend a short distance into
the river corridor. This project would not be curtailed
on the basis of this wild river designation. However, |
‘the Rampart reservoir could have an adverse effect on wildlife,
vegetation, and other components of the river environment.

Access to areas adjacent the probosed corridor would
not be significantly impaired by inclusion of the river
corridor in tHe National System. Although road crossings

and uncontrolled ATV use would not be compatible with the

management objectives, no existing or potential land uses
in adjacent areas are known to rely on cross-river access

and no economic benefits would be foregone.
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State or Local Action

A major principle established with enactment of the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.is that protection and management
of free-flowing river areas is a task that cannot be under-
taken solely by the Federal government._rAt‘thQ same . time,
it is recognized that a narrow cirridor adjoiﬂing a
river area cannot be managed without considering resource
and human p%ograms taking place on adjacent areas. It is
realized that the State of Alaska will be actively involved
in the management of the public resources of the Birch
Creek segment and its immediate environment -- for examplé,
fish and wildlife resources. However, the potential
alternative of State or local action was rejected on
the basis that:

(1) There are no known State or local plans to

"exclusively manage all or most of the public
resources of either the adjoining areas of
the Birch Creek segment and its immediate
environment |

(2) There are no State or local programs to manage

and protect.ffeeﬁflowing river areas in Alaska.

Different Classifications

Strong consideration was given to the possibility
of classifying portions or all of the proposed Birch
Creek Wild River as either scenic river areas or recreational

river areas as defined in section 2(b) of the Wild and
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severely degraded or lost by such actions and uses.
Consequently, this alternative was rejected.
(2) <Classification of the entire segment as a

scenic river.

The Act describes scenic river areas as '"'those rivers

or-section.of rivers that are free of impoundments, with
~shorelines or watersheds still largely'primitive and
shorelines_largely undeveloped but accessible in places
by roads." -

The guidelines define-thelmahagement objectives for
a scenic river as allowing a wide range of resource -
‘uses,.accommodating a moderate amount of recreation.use
and development, and provision of moter vehicle travel
amoung other things. |

These uses and developments are presently not found

. in the tiver environment "and the remarkable values of the river

~can largely be attributed to the absence of these activities

- and facilities. The amount of use stimulated by this type

of development would be more than the primitive resources
of the Birch Creek environment could withstand without
"degradation.

However, the fiver environment:could'accommodape

more recreational use than is presently taking place with

careful management, But, it is felt a scenic classification

is not needed to enable the development and management -
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eXample, a wild river classification would not necesﬁérily
preclude a recreational access road from the Ketchem Dome/ 
Medicine Lake'area: Trails, primitive camp sites and
similar facilities could aléo be compatible with a "wild
river area."

Controlled motor boat use could occur in both
a "wild" or '"scenic" river. Under regulations to be
developed by the designated land manager, the usé of boat
motors could be compatible.with the "wild river'" management
objectives in the lower section.

Future gas and o0il leases would not be offered in the
prpposed "wild river area." Such leases could be offered
with a "scenic" classification. Although several leases
haVe been let in the past in the lower section, this area

proposed for inclusion as a wild river area is not identified

as a potential oil and gas province by US Geologic Survqy
studies (USGS Bulletin 1094, "Geology of Possible Petroleﬁm
Provinces in Alaska"). It is felt that possible damage
to the environment and. to primitive récreational experiehces
by exploration and drilling activities within the narrow
corridor would not be justified by the remote chances of
extracting oil or gas.

In the‘consideration_of these three elements,
it was concluded that the outstanding values of the river

area were dependent on the primitive nature of the corridor.

<
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