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Conduct of the Study-

The study of the Bremner River, Alaska, as a'potentiél
unit of the National Wild aﬁd Scenic Rivers System was a
coa;erative«e’ ort under the leadership of the Bﬁreau of
Outdopr Recreation. On Méy 16, 1972, the Bureau created
a task force to evaluate free~flowing'ri?érs‘throgghOﬁt

Alaska and on May 31, 1972, establishéd a temporary task

force office in Anchorage, Alaska.

'1Eva1uations andifécomméﬁdatioﬁs made by the Bureau of
Outdoor Recréation have been ciordinated with various.
Federal, State, Nafive and private groups. The finél
récommendations; however, are those of the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation. - ‘ fw : L %

Agencies invited to participate in field examinations,

-provide factual data and to'review preliminary drafts

included: ' - o ' S o

-+ " Alaska Natives
'Copper*River Native Association (AHTNA, Inc.)

" State of Alaska

Coordinated through the Gevernor's Office

Department of Agriculture

Forest Service

Department of the Army

Corps of Army Engineers
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‘ﬁi(i),' A}'. :being cloéed down duriﬁg the long winter.

The Bremner River study reglon lies within -two census.

% vjdiVlSlons._ The Cordova-McCarthy census division and the

_; g Va1dez Chltlna Whlttler census lelSlon. )

%§~ During the ten year perlod from 1960 to 19?0, the

%? }vpopulatlon of the Cordova- McCarthy census lelSlon increased
i | - ‘S 6 percent from 1,759-1, 857 The Valdez- Chltlna Whittisr -

;ucensus division 1ncreased from 2,844 to 3,098, an»8.9

§ p e
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i percent change. L
;} A]hInvcomparison,;the "high&ay~popuiatioﬁ" of the‘study'
f; region increased 86.l~percent; Table 1 summarizes the
‘??T}*_,, '~~'popula£ion data for the "ﬁighway population "o
. TABLE 1. 1960 and 1970 Population of Villages in c1oSf/
§<:>‘ : o Proximity to the Bremner River Basin, Alaska=
éé . ;! 'y["~“ ) . R '»ngg : 1960 - " Percent Change
. ' Glemallen 363 169 11448
| Ceppef Center . 206 1514 . 36.4
: Gulkana | 53 ;. | N 7A .. 2/
. Gakona . .. 88 . 33 116.7
o  &573/ 353 86.13

~ 1/Source 1970 Census of Populatlon - Number of Inhabltants,'
~ Alaska,

ngNo’grior compaiable‘data.

" 37Excludes Gulkana.
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- food by hunting and fishing or elise go hungry,’and the

sector, lodges, restaurants, service stations, stores,
. . P Cas s i ‘ C e
bars, fuel distribution, util’iies, big game, guiding,

and flying services make up the bulk of activity.< In the

government sector, several State and Federal agencies -

employ a sizeable number of pefsons, chiefly in the

Glennallen-Gulkana area. Contract construction activities

(primarily relating to highways) provide seasonal employ-
ment for residents along the highway'network~CBLM 19673.

Manufacturing in the region is insignificant. While

Athere.are about 10 small sawmills in the area along the

highway, only two were in the business of producing lumber

‘ for'salekés recently as 1968 according to BLM.

Although there is a considerable number of homesteads

within the region, virtﬁally all are used for residences

- with some limited subsistence gardening, or are held for

speculation. Commercial agricultural production is non--

existent due to the limited marketing and climate factor

and because other employment is easier and more financially

rewarding.
Subsistence

 Subsistence is defined as a life style related to

0
o
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obtaining food and shelter directly from the 1

.

Inciuded are activities where th s
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“pursuit of food as either a matter of choice or as supple-

mental activity.
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Belng spawned by glac1ers, the Bremner carries a -
heavy silt load. This river bed is braided for much Jf'

its length andvcarrles a large volume of water. There

- are two segments where the river flows‘through narrow -
- canyons past steep bluffs which. tower over the channel.

* The upper canyon:?on the North Fork, named Twelvemile

Canyon for obvious reasons, contains several miles of

" continuous whitewater. Extensive sand dunes are found

at the mouth of the Bremﬁer

Vegetatlon in the river valley and on the hlllSldee
consists of hemlock, black spruce, white spruce, Sitka
spruce and manzagita. The heavy Qltka spruce found

along the lower Bremner is unique for an inland area. -

Both in size and quantity the forests are directly related

to the dlstance from the river valley floor. - The heav1er

stands of timber are round adjacent to the river, usually

in patches or stringers. Away from the river bottom and
up the slopes, tree growth becomes progressively more

stunted and more sparse until it eventually gives way to

shrub, grass and other alpine turdra growth.

The river varies in width from 30 to- 1,000 yards until

it begins to braid below Threemile Canyon. At this point,
it is over a mile wide from bank to bank as the channel

wanders and braids in between.

28
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There are no commerc1a1 tlmber harvestc on record from
‘lands within the Bremner dralnage‘ The lower Bremner,valley
mayvcohtain harvestable timber as Sitka spruce found there

is commercial size. .

1Abirch.and balSam'poplag_aré‘the major~components of the

forest growth. f Tow

it sy

T e T T e T T e T

PR e R

“Such as Wlllow

‘iWhite and black spruce plus L ean

Lndergrowth consists malnly of low brugﬂ f::m;;~

dwarf Birch and heath shrubs.V“”

0&151&9 the 1mmedlate rlver corridor, mining activity

has- occurred during the past century. Gold placer mines

were Iocated w1th1n 6 mlles of the rlver on Golconda Creek

The most promising areas for placer gold are the bench
gfavala. These gravels received a gold concenuratlon-ouilng-
the initial'ofosion and depoSition'and are now being enriched
where the streams have intrenched themselves in ‘the béﬁches,
and are ramovingfiarge\amsants o£ grave1‘and concentfating
the gold. |

Mining near Threemile Canyon was oooducted in the Bench'
grave15. A rtidge of slate and graywacke had formerly dammed
the river, produc1ng a lake, formlng lacustrine deposits
of sard and flﬂ@»gravel, The river cut through tuese

deposits fogmihg gravel benches in thch fine gold'is present

‘This gold may be panned from almost any of the river bars

H
I
H

this area.AALittle exploration'has been done to furnish
any Proper estimate of the gold content of these gravelo‘

The oravel dep051ts are éxtensive, and large amounts are So

33
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fine that they can be handled easily. There are a number
of piacer claims on a tribitary near the end of Threemile

Canyon but 11tt1e 1nformat10n is, avallable.}/ Additionally, 

there are claims on Blackrock Creek a trlbutary to the North

Fork however, there are no actlve mines . 1nzthe rlver corrldor.'

'In 1968 the Bureau of Land ManagementA the Federal
agencv currently having administrative respen Qibility for

the reglon through which the Bremner flows, classified the

-area for retention management under a multiple use classi-

.f ) . - »
fication and closed the area to-all forms of entry except

‘mining and public purposes. This area has remained under

the above mentioned withdrawal until it was reclassified

P ,
in 1972 by the Secretary of the Intericr under section

1 17(d) (2) of ANCSA.
~Water Resources Development -

There are no water withdrawals, channel improvements,

impoundments or any type of water resource development

W1€hyn the Bremner valley.

A potential hydoelectric power damsite is 1ocated on
‘the~¢opper River approximately 15 miles below the mouth of

the Bremner River. The potential site, known as Million

‘Dollér Project, is dependent upon construction of a larger

{

l/Geology and Mineral Rivers of the Bremner River Drainage,
~Alaska Division of Geological and Geophy51ca1 Surveys. ‘Open

file report No. 10. | .
‘ 34 : B
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Mountain goat populations have historically been present
in the area; however, the animals have never been véry
numerous. There are no population estimates available

for the Bremner valley. -

5

The Bremner River drainage is particularly important‘
for préservation of trUmpeter swan breeding habitat. Other
nesting species in the area include widgeon, green-winged

Vteel, American and Barrow's goldeneyes, lesser and greater

scaup, pintail, mallard, and Canada geese.

3t i

‘ Rare and endangered species
The following wildlife species associated with the
‘Bremner River basin arelisted in the DepartmentAof the

Interior'51196€"Red Book of Rare and Endangered Species":

- American peregrine falcon (FalCo‘peregrines'anatum) -
V rare ‘ : '

Timber wgif'€Canius'1upus'1ycoﬂ) - endangered
(only in conterminous 48 states)

Grizzly bear (Ursus arctos) - endangered
.. (only in conterminous 48 stdtes)

Canada\lynx (Lynx canadénsis) - status undetermined

In addition, the northern bald eagié is frequently
observed along the Bremner River and its tributaries.
Although similar in overall,appearance; the northern bald

eagle is.not the same as the endangered southern bald eagle.

45
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Recreation
VReSources

The Bremner River watershed is a roadless, undeveloped

prlmltlve area w1th difficult access. '
" The free-flowing rlver, forest w11d11fe habitat and
A 'surround1ng mountains comprlse a setting whlch offers
spectacular recreational opportunltles for the seasoned

wllderness traveler. e

.The river -- silt laden and generally braided -
characcerlstlc of a glac1a1 stream -- is an avenue through
an excepolonally scenic reglon. Anlmgl and plant life

g e i A s b s s o

and thelr ecological communltles are avallable for inter-
pretatmon. The river valley and surrounding Chugach
Mhuntalns are 1nhab1ted by numerous species of small
mammals,,furbearers, and birds.including trumpeter swan

as well as wolves, wolverine, black and brown oear, Dall

sheep, goats, and moose.

A Bx1st1ng Uses
There'are no visitation figutres available for this -

‘ outétahding resource. It is assumed recreation use is
e#Ceeding1y411ght due to the remote and inacoessible
location of the river valley. During late August énd'
Séptembef fhe mountains bordering the Bremner are used by
Asheep‘hunters. The Bremner River corridor,however; is not.

"hunted due,to'its_difficult terrain and lack of_access.

- 47
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Potential Uses '

‘The Bremner Rivér is rich in high quality primitive
outdoor reéreétion opportunities.: The river, fhough swift,
cold and turbid ‘is sultable for raftlng and kayaklng by
seasoned w11derness travelers.

Hiking potentials are'good‘for foutes to‘gnd from
the historic'miﬁing areas on Golconda Creek. = Gold panning
on a recreational basis . can have éonsiderablé appeal.

. The abundan¢e~of wildlife and the scenic qualities

of the basin provide outstanding subjects for the nature

~~photographer or the sightseer. In addltlon,_areas of- -

special geologic significance are suitable for interpre-

*””tatien;”particularly“Bremner GIacier"at“the‘sourceM6f'the‘ a

“riVer; Twelvemile and Three mile Canyons in the middle of

the reach, and the extensive sand dunes at the river's
mouthi Also in the lower reach, the heavy Sitka spruce
.forest, unusual for an interior location, is unique and

worthy of protectlon. ,
Although camping would generally be. assoc1ated with

all of the above act1v1t1es, some people engage in thlS

' outdoor recreation act1v1ty as an end in jtself. There

are opportunltles for prlmltlve camplng 51tes along the
Bremner River. The’ many gravel bars and plentiful flrewood
in this primitive setting are most attractive.for this

purpose.
48




Py

Limitations

The temperature of the Bremner River is a limiting
factor to recreation use. Being a giacial river,-the
water iS always cold. Recreationists mﬁst'bé éware.of’
the potential danger of fafting on such a-stiéam. The
turbid water obscures rocks and graQeI Bafs'and the unwary
could readily get into serious frouble in the fast current.
To capsize in such cold water could be disastrous and |
immersion hypothermia is a recogniied hazard on glacial
rivers. It is adv1sab1e ‘that fafters wear wet suits
while negotlatlng the Bremner River.

The climate of the Bremner Rlver limits recfeafional

use. The river is frozen from late October through mid-

May. Winters are quite cold with strong winds occurring

frequéntly and snowfall averaging 30 incﬁes}

Recreational use is also limited by the lack of access.
The study reach is not road accessible and only those who
can fly into the Bremner lLanding area or land on gravel .

bars 1n the rlver, presently utilize the resource.

A potentlal 11m1t1ng factor 1s the proposed Million
DoTIar hydroelectric dan51te on the Lopper Rlver construc-
tion of whlch ‘at maximum surface elevation,‘would inundate
the lower 10 miles of the river, transformlng 1t from a :
natural free- flow1ng river to alhuge slack-water 1mpound-

ment. Although such an 1mpoundment would provide surface

49
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'»'acfeéwfof péwer boating, it would eliminate fast, and
}isometimes whifewater, canoeing andvsignificantly alter the
. environment deétroying ihe free-flowing Charactervof ihé -

V' r1ver as well as considerable wildlife habitat. | |

The ‘Bremner valley 1tse1f has restricted potentlal
_mmfgy mlneral productlon however ‘there is potential for
placer gold in side drainges. 1In addition there are
13ubstantlal dep051ts of sand and gravel. Development of
-the economlc potential of the 1mmedlate river corrldor

would destroy the prlmltlve nature of the resource.

50
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V., CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS -

-~ Conclusions

The conclusion of this study is that the ; Bremner

‘River and its immediate environment possess values which
" qualify for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic

',Rivers48ystem.

'7~'Cafefu1 review of available information together with‘ 

.on-site inspection shows that:

.- - .€@ The river is in a free-flowing natural condition.

@ The river is of sufficient length to provide a
meaningful experiente to the rviver user.
@ There is sufficient volume of water during -
normal years to permit full enjoyment of water-
~ related outdoor retréétion activities.
© The river and its immediate environment possess -
~outstandingly femarkable'stenic, geologic,
. wi1d1ife; historic and recreational resources.
@ Although a glacial river, and consequently silth
'1a&en, water quality.is good and meets‘the'  &
:,ﬁAthhetics,* General Cfiteria? as defined by ‘
the'ﬁatioﬁal Technical Advisory Cémmittee cn

Water Quality in the Federal Water Pollution‘

yControl<Administration's'Water Quality Criteria,

April 1, 1968,

2 51
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© The river and its immediate environment are

capable of being managed tO”pfOteCt and interpret

spec1a1 values and protect the user

© The wildlife, mountains, river character, lakes,

and the primitive settlng of 51mp1e Vastness
offer a spectacular wilderness recreatlonl
experience. Hunting is prééeﬁtly the only
recreational éctivity within the Bremner River
vailey, and this is light; however, potential
exists for other forms of outdoor recreation.
The river offers an exceptidnal experienceAfor
skilled kayakeerr for "floaters" in rubber rafts
and the immediate environment offers spiendid
scenery for the hiker or photographer. Nature
study-and camping in a primitive en?ironment
are also activities for which the Brémner River

valley offers outstanding opportunity.

) The recreation opportunities in the Bremner

River corridor are distinctive. These values
are not similar to those offered by the adjacent
Chitina and Copper Rivers. Further, the values

6f the Bremner River are not duplicated by any

 .of the 39 other Alaskan free-flowing rivers

identified by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation

‘as having high potential for inclusion in the

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
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Recommendations
"In order to preserve the Bremner River in its free-

flowing condition, to protect the water quality and the

immedaite environment of the river, and to enhance the

natural values of the river corridor for'preSent andvfﬁture

generatlons, it isfrecommended'that°v

';aThe Bremner River in its entlrely, 1nc1ud1ng
‘Lthe North Fork Middle Fork and South Fork a
‘total of 93 miles of free- flow1ng river, be
‘Wlncluded in the Natiénal Wild and Scenic Rlvers
System unless the river is 1nc1uded in' the
'proposed Wrangell- St Ellas National Park.
The river be included as a Federally administered
@émPOnehtvof the nationalrsystem!ﬂi
The Bremnér>togefher with its immediate environment
'vbe“designated a Wild River area és described in
Sec. 2(b)(i) of P.L. 90-542, the Wild and Scenic
V”,Rivers~Act\ | | |
.The Federal land manager of the adjacent land
:area admlnlster the Wild River area.
Lateral boundaries be delimited by the admin-
istering agency within one year from the date
of the_ﬂct intluding the Bremner Wild River

in the national system. Such boundaries not

53
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to exceed an average of 640 acres per mile from

the high water line on each side of the river,

or approkimatelyvllg,ooo acres in total.
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VI. - ) CONCEPTUAL. RIVER PLAN . '

.~ for the Bremner River, Alaska, and its immediate environment

'ObjédtiVes.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Sec. 10(a),states ‘that:

"Each component of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System shall be administered in such a
manner as to protect and enhance the values which
caused 1t to be included in said system without,
insofar as 1is consistent therewith, limiting )
other uses that do not substantially interfere ‘ o
with public use and enjoyment of these values.

‘In such administration primary emphasis shall be

given to protecting its esthetic, scenic, historic,
-archeologic, and scientific features. Management : e
plans for any such component may establish varying

degrees of intensity for its protection and develop-

ment, based upon the special attributes of the area."”

ACcordingly,'this conceptual river plan is designed to
establish a framework;which can be followed by the admin-
istering Federa 1 agency in developing deta;led boundarles

and plans for development and management of the Bremner
Wild River area recommended for inclusion in the'National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Such detailed plans would
be compieted within one year from the date the river is
added to the nétiénal system.

The'bfimafy objectiveé of thé'conceptual river plaﬁ

»

are to:
& Prpvide-for présent and future genefafions a
| high quality primitive outdoor recréation
experience in a natural environment having

little evidence of man's activity
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Q% Maintain andiﬁrotect the‘existinthigh
‘water quallty

'Q@ Malntaln and protect the free-flowing character
;of the rlver.A -

‘G@,Maintéiﬁ and protect existing wildlife habitat.

ea De#elop scientific information on man's impact
on aﬁ undisturbed'enviroﬁﬁént with a view
‘tdward obtainining information on how to better
manége andidevelop publié resoUrces fhroughout

Alaska.

Appropriate Boundaries

}'The‘conﬁroljboundary for fhe proposed wild river area
will not exceed an average of 640 acres per mile from4thé
high water 1iné, at bank full stage, on each side of the .
river for protection of the river»environment'and provision
of" recreatlon use areas. | '

| The proposed Bremner Wild River area embraces 93 mlles.
The main stem of the Bremner is 40 miles long while the
North Fork is 24, the Middle Fork is 14, and the South
Fork 15 miles in length. .The control bdundéry will not
exceed a total of 119,000 acres. | |

: Wlthln one year after inclusion of the Br emner‘Ri#er
in the national system,vthe admlnistering agency will
déterminéydefinite latefal boundaries within the ébove

parameters..
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