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Two New Breeding Colonies of Red-legged Kittiwakes (Rissa breverostris); - é;??
Buldir and Rogoslof Islands, Aleutian Islands, Alaska .
' . £t

G. Vernon Byrd

During field investigations conducted by personnel of the Aleutian Islands Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge 1972 - 1976, nesting colonies of Red-legged Kittiwake were dis-
covered and censused in two locations, Buldir Island (52° 21' N, 175° 56' E) and
Bogoslof Island (53° 55' N, 168° 05" W). These are the first confirmed recent

‘| breeding records of the species in the Aleutians.

Turner (1886) reported Red-legged Kittiwakes breeding in the Aleutian Islands,

and he believed they were more common than Black-legged Kittiwakes, Rissa tridac-

tyla, in the western Aleutian Islands. Clark (1910) saw Red-legged Kittiwakes
near Unalaska Island, eastern Aleutians, and he said they became more common in
the western Aleutians, apparently based on Turner's statement. Since Clark's
work, several investigators (Eyerdam 1936, Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959, and

Kenyon pers. comm.) have recorded the species in the Aleutians in summer, but

nesting has not been confirmed. Gabrielson and Lincoln (op. cit.) felt that

Red-legged Kittiwakes did not nest in the Aleutian Islands. They apparently
based their opinion on the lack of breeding specimens from the area and the fact
' that no recent investigators, including themselves, had found the species
nesting in the area. Murie (1959) did not see a Red-legged Kittiwake in the

Aleutians during three summers of intensive field work.

In July 1972 investigators found breeding Red-legged Kittiwakes mixed with Black-

legged Kittiwakes near East Cape, Buldir Island. During other investigations
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there 1974 - 1976 incidental observations were made on kittiwakes. Red-legged
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ake nested in mixed colonies with its congener in at least three areas on

ma ﬁlér'i'd“ B’uldir and on two islets off Northwest Point. An estimated &,00¢C

p;iré were active in 1976.

""Iﬁ July 1973 Red-legged Kittiwakes were found nesting at Bogoslof Island and a
émgll offshore islet, Fire Island. 1Ira Gabrielson (in litt.) saw this species

"a small isolated

J;near Bogqslof in June L976, when he saw birds flying toward
. rock" (Fire'Island) which he could not reach. He did not find any pairs of Red-
,iegged Kittiwakes on Bogoslof although he looked for them among the numerous

:Black—legged Kittiwakes. Perhaps the species colonized Bogoslof in the interim
since 81 nests (aBout 10% of all kittiwake nests) of Red-legged Kittiwakes were

seen in 1973. Only 20 nests of Red-leggeds were found on Fire Island among

over 1,000 Black-leggeds.

Only two other breeding stations are known for Red-legged Kittiwake; the Pribi-

“lof Pslands, Alaska and the Commander Islands, USSR (Vaurie 1965).
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At least 20 Fish and Wildlife Service employees were involved in gathering data

contributing to this note. George J. Divoky, Daniel D. Gibson, Thede G. Tobish,

] 1;‘ .~ and J. L. Trapp provided especially significant assistance. Captain George A.
i  Putney of the R/V Aleutian- Tern provided expert logistics support. Karl W.
1 N

‘7‘Kenyon offered‘encduragement and advice,'and Ira N. Gabrielson provided copies

of his field notes.
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