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Director, Bureau of Sport Flsbertes dud Wildlife , 
Waa~Wlqtoa 15, D.C. 

Ac:t1Dg Ravtoaal Director, Bureau of Spcrt. Fl.abertea aDd WUdllfe , 
Junuu 

Aleutian Cauda Geese - Bulcl1r bled 

We are attacJWlg a copy of Rafuqe Me.Dagw Jcmea• memorandum of ~t lS. 
You may also .rtah to refer to Mr. Nelsoa•• memorandum of March 14 , 1962 
wbtcb atated the objec:ttve of first vtslt to the Island. 

We tno·t: now that 9eeae ue present 1n larger Dwnbera than antlctpated and 
the dec:ialon of a future course of actloD 1a 1ft order. We CCDCW' that no attempt 
should .be made to propag~te the young ge11se on tbe Aleutians. 

Attachment 

cc Spencer 
Jones 

RWoolford:ab 

Librc:ry 

RAY WOOLFORD 

ARLIS 
Alaska Resources 

Library & InformatJon SerVices 
Anchorage,AJaska 



I 
I .i 

I 

\ .. I 
'. 

l\ 

I 
. ' 
' 

·i 
i 

I 

.I 

-. V:· -.. - , ... 

AleutiaD Canada· Geese - Bu14f.r XSlamt 
r:e: Hr. teedy'a 1lllmD 7-24-62 

July 301 1962 

We have farwarderi a C011Y of Mr. Leedy1a 1JIJD» to Hr. .Jones at Amchitka asking 
for his most xecent thinking about how :to hl!mdle cauda sees• fram such a remote 
·area. 

'there :la a good possibili~ that J'cmes d.i4 not Iceep the goslings he caught at 
Buldir 1f be 4id not have adequate tramlportatiou and rear!Dg faciltti-es at 
Amchitka. we have· no current knowledge. of this situation and mail service 
out to Amch1t.ka from Adak bas been. an erratic and dumcy thing this. SUll'liDet'. 

So • my not have word on this until ..Jones returas to Cold.: Bay in late 
August ar early september. 

You will be appraised of the situation as soon as we hear from Mr. Jones. 

ARLIS 
Alaska Resources 

Library & Information Services 
Anchorage. Alaska 
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Memorandum U~:_DIR, 

'=-r-~'· .. 
i 

FROM =lletu&e JlaD&&er, ISFW, Amehitk&, Alaska 

ADM. OFF. 

PilE 
We oertaiDJ.r ean oapture aoaU.np on tbtt leland &l:'ti!ID'Drztr:.;;;...--....:.-J 
tbia ..,- proYe aore clif'ftoult vheQ. the;y are- ~c&e~. The 
CO'I'et on the Ialan4 is Yer'f b.ea'fJ and 1f' the older &osliD&• 
r•aiD ailent, (we were Pill••· 'by the 11 oheepi:D&11 of' the ehiob) 
1t will lie 41.ulte a pae of' bide a:nd aeek. As to nur~lers, it 
would bard.lj' aea worth while to att•pi. the pn~e•t: to~ leas 
than f1ye pairs. Perhaps it would be viae to be oont.Dt with 
a DW11ter n.eh as tb1a f'or the tirat rea~ while f'eeliq. ~ 
wat-alona. 

\fe 4o DOt fayor an atteatp to ratae 1ihe b~s ill the 4letl'ld.an 
Islands,. at- leaat 1nitially. Faoil1tiea are 110t aft.ilable, and 
we tti1Dk the ·~t-ton of' these plus the tiae of' per-sonnel wou.ld 
be Wldul.J expeuiYe. If' an avioultlt#at, alreadJ ilL bulneaa, 
ean reu the birds it ahauld. lie lese espenaiYe and perbaap, in 
new of h1a experies•, better f'or tche buu. \fe would, of 
eotu"ae like to reintroduce them. to Amchi:t;k:a (or whiehe'fer. leland 
ie ultt.atelr selected) aa soonaa possible and in tbe laraest 
possible DUJ!tl)e~a. I\ would seem, however, that this deeiaion 
wUl . ha"fe w t~~wai t eYenta. 

We do not favor plac~ the birds t.,. • the bands of tho llilitary . 
ezGep\ ae _,.. be uoeaaaq :f'or tl'llD.Bpert. We thiDk the euential 
izl.p'ecll•ta o:f' the .Ueu:tian ba'Ditat' cou-ld be f'llrDiahed under: 
the- pidanoe of' an avicultar:i;t in:.:a. leas upensi"fe and remote 
area tblm. 1;bts, sq in Minneaota. 

'the loa.iatice of ,e.ttiJ.I&. peae a~ luldir I. do not now seem as 
.tomida'Dle as earlier, howeYer we 'baYe not nea.ted. eut a atol"'ll 
"Ulere. 'l!he be~toh (underscoz:e the,· :tor al.l •v• one are lacked 
by high .aea ol1f'fa) ia a s\ona ltaeb and even in. fine wea.tberz·a 
li&bt surf·l»realta there. fbis'b-.oh·will be the·detel'llli:D.iD& 
fact-or iD eYe-q attempt to land or launeh a beat. The approaohea 
to it are slallow, a.enerallJ IIIU1d,- bU.t with eDOup rooks to be 
vorriao•e• 
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We made the pasaace te laldir I. alaoa-rd the Ooaat .. Quard Ol.lt"ter::· 
WIBOHA enpgecl at the time in the Ui fish. patrol •. &>7 L1ndsle7, 
ICF a,ent aitoarcl, and the 00 Navst&· ~ak made this possi~l•• 
We were well aerYed b7 this . abip and her ern, not only in a 
peraoal wq., but eapeoialq bJ her deck .force under the· directien 
of the ahip 1s loa 1n, a veritable sea -401 wbo•e life is the abi.p. 
Of partieular vall.le to. us waa the. e&re tbia Ohiet pTe to OtU' 

e•uipment, eapeoiallJ the all i•portant dor,r in the several tiua 
she was launohe4 and reembarkei. 

If this patrol 1e maintained next :rear it woald aeea the laesii 
approach to the tranap•rt proltlea. ·. We think .aeme tille in .. JulJ 
is beat saited. to.the pmrpoae, with up to two weeka aTailable. 
!. flexible aeheclule,. laeoauae. of the 1111it&1;1ons . of the laeach 
and our success in oapturiD&- b1rda,. would ... be deei~ble. We 
habitually carr, radio cear whereTer ·we·&o ao contact can be 
kept-. Three persona will be re,uired plus .e,ui.p~~ent (of which 
the biiPat item is the do17) • We would ezpeo'& to assemble 
ora tea· beforehand and . take the•,. l'eadt tor -II.H, w1 th as. 

Two or three other stlutiona· to the traneport problem augeet.. 
themselves if the above ia not. possible. · ( 1) The Coast Quarcl 
CJutter OlDVU., (2) the neet 7q. atationed at IfaTata Adak, and 
(') the lOP (!forth l'Loitic Salmon.Invea.tiga.t.ioDS) ve .. el tiabinc 
in the !.leu.tiana. · In :the fir at tv• oases it. lli&ht be d1ft1oul t 
to arrange a aoheduleas specitio aa. thia one must be. In: the 
third case the IDTD. Alllf, a 175 foot 550 ton ship clartered 
bJ the IOF was fishin& the luldir I. ar• while -we were there. 
We maintain contact with the lOP and FlU people wanderil:Jg, like 
.as, in the <JbaiA;·;and. they are aware of our aiaa,, and 10 o.at of 
their~ to help. ue. 

!.a you suggeat thia 1ma:r cataoh tire.• We hope it doee. It did 
here the day we held. the a~alin&• 1n our banda. There were several 
thi~s of intereat.. about thaae &eeae on.luldir. First, the white 
rin& at the base" of the stockizl&. was not apparent en all of them. 
They were aall. birds, a.l.aoat.. &a-811&11 aa the -.aklizi& .. I!Oae, bat 
not as noiSJ' nor with aa shan. a neok. I ba.Ye never: aeen:&eese 
fl7 so high except in lli&ration, but nei the~ have' I. eeen waterfowl 
in .such a babit&t before. Moat. of these birds were launohiD& 
from higher elen.tiona than the &eeae DOI'IIIlllT reach ,1n.,I!•bek 
la7 until lli&ration-. And we bad a aoGd ~de for the leland is 
over two thouaan4 teet hi&h .and.· in one occasion: the aeeae over~ 
topped that. 

MaJ we euggeat that this needs talking eYer· and that duriD& the 
waterfowl miaration at Oold lq would be a aood time. Meanwhile, 
if fOU and DaTe lpencer a&~ee we lli&ht .. look into the •tter of 
tranaportatioD';and of the aTioult\l·riat. 7he Central Office, aurel.J, 

' ....... r.'.. . ..._,.~,..:... ' 
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ie in the beet position to approach the Ooaet Q\ard and the lu.r-.u 
ot Oommercial !ieheriee and will baYe so•e ree..aendationa 
for an avioulturiat. We note in the reoeut sheaf of eorreepondenoe 
reprdiD,&.ehipa~ents·-of Steller'eeidere a reoo•e:nd.a.tiOA of llzo. 
Fraak Mo!C1zme7 of the Delta- Wa.\ertowl. 1\eeearob .lta.tioa.. Pl'Uik 
11akee -a .. completelJ UD.4J.u&lit1ed reooaenclat.lon of the exo.ellenoe 
of tbe llound. Lake Waterfowl itaUon in llim:t.eeota. We bold :hank' a 
opimon in nch bi&h rop.r4, ae· it relates· to wtertovl, tbat we 
tbiDk this station ebould ie oonaidered for the &ocee projeot. 

oo Spencer 
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Director. BSFW • 'WaabinJton %5, D. C. March 14, 1962 

B.epcmal Director, JSSFW, Ju.eata, Alaaka 

Buldlr laland Ca:aada Gooae 'PI'oject - Aleatlan• 

B.efennce La made to Mr. Buell'• IIIO!DO of February 9, 1962 relating to 
the above project. · 

Oar pree01U tAinkina is that Mr. Joaee' Ju.ne trip to Buldlr with the U.S. 
Coa1t Guard will be 1D. the natue of recon:aa.i•n.nee oaly. Ou.r decision 
Ls bas eel on the followia.a £actors: 

1. The dlfficalty o! eifectlllg landiqa on :SW.dir, pa.rticvlarly with equip
ment which would be nece•aary to hold geese. No Service people have 
been on the laland ln over twenty yeara • 

z. The Wllllber oi i3leuatiaa. aeese obaerved in recent years, in spite of 
our continued work in the Aleatiau.s, leada u.s to dedace that if breeding 
aeeae al"e ioand on Buldir. they wUl be few in nUJnber--perhaps only 
a few pair. 

3. Goellna• wW need to be helcl for breecUnc purposes at (a.) J"..mchitka 
or elsewhere in the Aleutiana or (b) transported to a suitable location 
lo. the acnathem. States. (a) WlU require extensive arrangements which 
we are not prepared to provide at thie time. (b) Prevlotus shipment 
of birds "olltsidc'r £rum this location has involved considerable loso, 
a risk that we do not wish to take in this instance. 

We therefore !eel that capture of aoalin.gs at this time would be premature 
anclmi&ht well Jeopal'dize the exiatence of a remnant population which ac
corcUna to oul" iniormation canGOtn\uaber more tJJan a few lndlviduals. 
The trip this .Ju.ne will establish the pre•ence or abeeuce of breeding &ee£e 
on. Bulclll" aaci u.neover the logietiee problems which taay be involved. We 
can then work out neceasary proc.edares in rearin1 the required stil<:k. 

cc: B.ealcmal B.efu1e Supervisor. Kenai 
llefuge Manager. Cold Bay 

1.f7" S: ol 

U. C. Nelson 
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TO Regional Director 1 Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife, Juneau, Alaska 

FROM Chief, Division of Wildllfe, WashiDgton, D.C. 

SUBJECT: Buldir Isla:nd Canada goose project . . 

We were pleased to learn from. your :memorandum of December 21, 1961, 
tbat Refuge Manager Jones will be equipped to capture young geese 
when he goes ashore on Buldir in J.a.te June or early' July. It is our 
understanding, gained from Mr. Banko's . conversations wi tb Messrs. Jones 
and Spencer last summer, tbat Mr. Jones believes keeping a captive flock. 
of geese at Cold Bay tor breeding purposes would be impractical. 

If Mr. Jones is planning to send the geese outside Alaska for breeding 
purposes, to bllild u;p a potential stock for reintroduction in the 
Aleutians, we would appreciate being advised so that the necessary 
arrangements may be made and proper f'acili ties constructed at- one 
o:f' the refuges where qualified· personnel are eqllipped to do the job. 

WILDLifE 

;Acr. INF. TO 

REG. !)II!. 

IN I. 

ASS'T. REG. DIR. £ 

~+-~~0-~J-~S~U~~----;~ 
ADM • .OFF. 

BCF 

II: ..... 

.............. --·----·. ·--
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Dil:'ector • Bureau of Sport lisheriea en4 
V1ld11fe1 W.Uhf.qton1 D. c. 

.. . 
1 . 

(i£J;i~ 

Regional Dinctor 1 Bm:eau of Sport fisheries ancl 
Vi lcllife 1 JUDea111 Alaska 

auldtr IelaDcl C--.ta f&OOH survey 

JlefeJ:eDCe Mr. Buell '• ...., of Ncnramber 9 • 

Decembel' 21 1 1961 

.la per the utached Novembel:' 27 IIIIBID &0111 Jones arragemeuta have already been 
made with the local Coast Gwml C01IIIIID4 fox the Buldil' trip. Siace receipt of 
this mem • have talked with Jonea ad be cloes aot tbJ.at it will 1Nt aecesury 
for your office to eecure ay further clearance from higher echoloa of the 
COat Gwrrcl COI'IJ'IA1Id. 

.Jonas will be aoias to Buldir with the iclea of capturing J0UD1 geese 1 if avail• 
able• for restocking. A copy of )'OUr lovalber 21 _., hae heeD routed to him. 

Urban c. Belson 

Attachalmt 

cc: Spencer w/t.lltm:I» Buell mel¥) 11/21 

R. WOolford:mh:l2·21·61 
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Memorandum 

),., 

. '~ .. ' 

To. Regional Director, Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife, Juneau, Alaska 

FROM Chief, Division of Wildlife, Washington, D.C. 

sUBJECT: Bul.dir Island Canada goose survey 

, ~ . • . 
J 

Reference is made to your memorandum of November 9 regarding :t.n.e.-at:fO'~ 
subject • 

We concur that a land reconnaissance of Buldir will be necess 
establish whether or not Canada geese are present if none are o 
on the proposed aerial survey. · In fact, considering the diffi 
of landing on Bul.dir and the importance of obtaining a potenti 
breeding nucleus of ~. .£. leucopa.ria for use in eventual resto.~~:rmC'· 
in the Aleutians, we believe Jones should go prepared to capture a 
dozen or two live goslings and care for them until they can be trans
ported to a Bureau activity where they may be raised .. and bred to 
supply stock for reintroduction. 

.l · , If you agree that this additional object! ve woul.d ·be. desirable, we 

(/ 
I. 

., : 

·would like to know the most likely period when young geese of preflight 
age would be obtainable, if present. Also, if it is planned to capture 
young geese, 1 t ma.y be desirable to consider extending the period of 
time the survey members will be ashore. We should also be advised of 
any other basic considerations, such as the number of men to be accom
modated, quantity of equipnent, collllD.Uilications, whether or not the dory 
can be towed or will have to be carried aboard, etc. This information 
will enable us to outline our total expedition requirements to the 
Navy or Coast Guard in the initial request. 

Noble E. Buell 
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''Refu9e Manager, BSFW, Cold Bay, Alaska 

'··. . ··.; .. ' . ~ 

suu~:Proposed sea otter surveys and Buldir Island 
· reconnaissance · 

r. ' 

f 

I 
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.,·: ... 
;· . ·.~. ,. 

.... _;' '.: 

We note your memo. of Nov. 9 this subject. 

I discussed this matter with Karl Kenyon recent 
the sea otter survey is set for April we conclu 
was little of value to be expected in this dire 

fiLE .--
However, before leaving Adak in August .. I went abl,k,.;~~~e:--
CLOVER and discussed vvith her Captain our need to go ashore 
at Buldir. He was most agreeable and vie will carry out 
the project.in late June or early July while the ship is• 
making her passage from Adak to Attu and return. She vvill 
call at Amchitka with the usual supply deliveries and 
pick us up there or wherever we may be working at the time; 

We hope that the weather gods will be favorable and permit 
a landing. 

· · cc S_pencer ~~ 
ROBER'} D. JONES, 

;'·•· ' :.·' 

,~. 
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WllDLIFl! 
' • ACT. INF. TO IHI • 

...... lEG. DIR • 

ASS'T. REG. DIR. 

(..,-- 'clV, W. l. 

Ih'. .D. L. Leedy, Chief, BI'&DCh of 
WllclUfe lleaeuch, BSFW, FWS, 

l-!-~~--:1 
1.1 N~lvem~trJ;nJ:,"~i-. 

W .. hiqtGD. .ZS, D. C. 1 W~7~FOWL SUP.rltfi 
Jlioloaist, Btrcl aad Mammal J..abozoatoriea. BSFW , "" ·Sud. Pof.Dt Naw.l Air Stattoa, Seattle 15, Waahia 

·-~~ 
Ba.ldh lelauG Study 

ID. a telephoae ccm.veraad.cm with Dr. Leedy iD October, 
ltriefly the matter of all1'Vey1Dg Baldl:r IalaDd. in the ou.te 

we .. 

ENG·~·!EER 
·-

10· D:V RESTOR. . 
D. J. SUI'. 

ADM. Off. 

ICI' 

l .:~CQ 
sto 

aearch for possible l'em»&Dte e£ an Aleutiau. Caaada Ooose populaUcm. 
Mr. Acberaecht haa aakecl to be Wormed ccmceraing 01D' plans. 

c:c: Mr. &oben D. Jcmes, :Jr! 
Mr. Urbau C. NelsGD ·/· 
Mr. David. L.. Speacer 

Karl W. Kenyan 

I 
I 

~ 

I 
I 

! 
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Karl. W,. Kenyon, Biologist, BSFW, Sand 
Point Naval Air Stat.ion, SeattJ.e lS, Wash. 

Director, Bird and Mammal Laboratories, 
Wildlife Research 

Buldlr Island Canada goose surf8T 

ACT. INf. TO INI 

In further :rei'el'Gnce tt) l!lllbject mentioned in my mmo·~~~g._~~~~~ 
we hope you. are planning to make t.he aerial survey for ~~~~~~~j 
Buldir Island in conmction with ;rour sea otter studies F:t~. £;~~:;.~W 
understand tbat, even. tbgugb yOll%" aerial survey fails to 
geese on lluldir Island, this will be considered as 1nco~l:iiS:r1iif:-"Fira.tJnir-;;j 
manta are being made for cooparatl.on from either the Na*'"tio~EimEt:itma:'r'l'i="-11 
to put Refuge Manager Jones and party ashore on Buld1r mom~,rliJ.o'e1!JH~~ 
by' do1"7, for the purpose of furtbar mney and to collect gosslings of 
!• !.• leucoparia tor reintroducing tb& race elsewhere 1n tba Aleutians. 

We trust that 1011 will provide any information or advice that may be ~ 
helpful to the Branch of Wildlif'e Refuges in this connection. ~ ~ 

. . ~ .~~ 
J;J., 

,. 
cc: /.1 
Branch or Wildli.f'e Refuges I 

Regional Director, BSFW, Juneau' 

Richard H. Manvills J . 

Original not foiWirdeo 
throuah Mail Room 

., 

NOV 241961 
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Director. Bureau of Sport Fisheries & ·vv'lldlife, 
v: as.hington, D. C. 

November 9, 1931 

Regional Director. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \V.Udlife * 
Juneau. Alaska 

Proposed sea otter stmreys and Buld!r Island canada goose 
reconnaisfUUlee 

Please refm' to Mr. Ackerkneebt's memo of Oat.ob.er 15 to the Branch of ~,:":.:'tldllfa 
Research relative to combining a reconnaissance of the interior of Buldlr Island 
with the proposed apring sea otter survey. 

In view of tbs importance of the goose nesting det-ermination on Bu.ldir and con
sidering too topography and interior habitat of the island, we w111 regard an 
aarial survey wbich fails to dizclose QSese a.s inconclwlive. 

We request that ycu proceed to ammqe with the l'll\'Vf or Coast Guard to place 
Refuge i'-v1anager Jones and bis crew 1n a position to make a dory landinq on the 
Wand durinG the 1962 nesting or brooding season. Any such arran9ement should 
lnclude removal of the party from the area. Jones should be able to complete an 
intensive on-tbe-grcwtd SUI'Vi'lY in from 5 to i days. 

cc: 
Spencer 
Jones 

75.5-01 /~ 

R. Woolford:dc 

Urban C. Nelson 
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Office Memorandum • 

TO :Regional Director, BSFW, Juneau, Alaska DATE: March lZ, 1962 

FROM. :Regional Refuge Supervisor, BSFW, Kenai, Alaska 

sUBJECT: Buldir Island Canada Goose Project - Aleutians 

Enclosed is a suggest~d reply to Mr. Buell 1 s memo. 

We have apparently had an almost complete breakdown in communi
cations. Mr. Jones never received the copy of the November 21, 
1961 memo and was not sent a copy of your December 21, 1961 memo. 
With a poor phone connection he has been unaware of the plan to cap
ture geese on Buldir. I assumed this was a plan developed by phone. 

Mr. Jones feels that we will not be ready to handle the geese next 
summer. Considering the nature of the trip and the logistics involved, 
I agree. We might wind up with the loss of a number of goslings due 
to difficulties which will not be foreseen until a trip has been made to 
the island. 

David L. Spencer 

cc: Jones, Gold Bay 
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Regional Director, BSFW, Juneau, Alaska March 12, 1962 

Regional Refuge Supervisor, BSF'N, Kenai, .Alaska 

Buldir Island Canada Goose Project - Aleutians 

Enclosed is a suggested reply to Mr. Bu.ell' s memo. 

We have apparently had an almost complete breakdown in commu.ni
cations. Mr. Jones never received the copy of the November 21, 
1961 memo and was not sent a copy of your December 21. 1961 memo. 
With a poor phone connection he has been unaware of the plan to cap• 
ture geese on Buldir. I assumed this was a plan developed by phone. 

Mr. Jones feels that we will not be ready to handle the geese next 
summer. Considering the nature of the trip and the logistics involved, 
I agree. We might wind up with the loss of a number of goslings due 
to difficulties which will not be foreseen untU a trip has been made to 
the island. 

David L. Spencer 

cc: Jones, Cold Bay 
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· · bjfice Memorandum • UNITED STATES 

TO Regional Director, BSFW, Juneau, Alaska 

FROM Regional Refuge Supervisor, BSF\<1, Kenai, Alaska 

SUBJECT: Proposed Sea Otter Surveys 

Reference is made to Nr. Ackerknecht's memo of· 0 
implying~ that Buldir Island can be surveyed for uwn.ac~:frCreE~e,__ ___ _ 
during a proposed sea otter survey. 

I assume reference is made to an aerial sea otter survey. t~1ile 
an aerial survey of Buldir would ·be valuable and should be done 
if at all possible, we feel it necessary that examination of the 
Island also be made afoot. 

In view of the importance of this determination and considering 
the topography and habitat of Buidir, we will regard as 
inconclusive an ae~ial survey which fails to disclose geese. 

.- .. --~ .... ~ 

·~~--\J~ ~~~ . 
David L. Spencer ~ ~ 

cc: Refuge li.Ianager, Cold Bay 


