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As predicted at the time of the uaterfonl breedinc populat 
duct ion of all species is do1m from 1963. All the d~bblerr-.m"rml'n:mrs~~;-·
early nesters·-t'lere pcrticularly h~rd-h:i.t. 

l'he overall trend on the tt-To major study ~re~o of the interior '"as ~lmost identi
cal. /.t Tetlin 61 percent fet·Ter broods uere counted than in 1963. On the Yukon 
Fl~to 58 percent fewer broods uere counted. Canvaobaclt uere doun 86 and 79 per
cent respectively. Pint<Iil uere dotm 6l~ and 66 ·.percent. Hidgeon uere dotm 74 
and 53 percent. Mnllards uere dotm 91 percent at Tetlin but only 8 percent on 
the Yukon Flats. Conversely, green-t'linged te~l uere dotm only 30 percent at 
Tetlin but 68 percent on the Yukon Flats. Uhen the first brood count termin<~ted 
on .July 24 it t1as still too early for an accurate assessment of the scaup trend. 
l'he first broods uere juat stcrting to appear. The ccaup production uill un· 
doubtedly be less than last year, but as habitually late nesters, they appear to 
be less adversely affected than the other species. 

AG u~s to be el..-pected, the hatch for all species in all areas of Alcslut has been 
much later than normal. For instance, in 1963 ct Tetlin 44 percent of all broods 
counted t-1ere age class 1, 35 percent age class 2 and 21 percent age class 3. On 
the s~me dates in 1964, 78 pe~cent were age class 1, 22 percent age class 2 and 
no broods of age claDe 3 uere oboerved. The comparison on the Yukon Flats uas 
very c imilar • 

In contrast to the l~te hatch and feu broodo, houever, the average brood size 
uas unaccountably and e::ceptionally large. In 1963 at Tetlin 126 broods avera
ged 7.3 and in 1964, 49 broods averaged 7.1. On the Yukon Flats in 1963, 160 
broods averaged 6.9 and in 1964, 76 broods averaged 6.8. The brood size of all 
species remained hioh. 

Comparable brood studies uere not conducted on the coastal tundra of t-1estern 
t.laolUl, but casual observations made during studies on the brant and goose neot
ing grounds indicate :: production trend similar to the interior. Of approl~imntely 
50 uhistling suan nestc observed each of the laot tuo years, the avercge clutch 
size to~as do"m from 4.24 em~s in 1963 to 3.23 er;:~o in 1964. Brant production to~ill 
be f~r better than in 1963 tmen it was practically nil. Much of the optimum 
neoting area uas flooded from run-off t'later until mid-June but there is still a 
poosibility that production uill be 50-75 percent of optimum. '!'he calculated 
90 percent loss of brant production in 1963 uns verified in July of thic year 
l-men ~ sample of 2,064 flishtless birds uere trapped during the moult. Of this 
random sample only 3. 6 percent t-7ere yearlings. By uay of contrast, 40 percent 
of a comparable sample uere yearlings follouin& the last optimum hatch. 

Independent stud'ies by Peter Shepherd of the Alaal:: Department of Fish and Game 
on the Minto Flats of interior Alaska and on the Copper Delta shou production 
fiaures for duclts, Canada ceese and trumpeter smm very comparable to the data 
outlined above. 
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CCMPi.R.LTIVE BROCD COUNTS FRQI.i TtiC STUDY LR.El:.S IN l'~USI{l~ 

TETLIN YUKON FLLTS 

No. Bl coda Counted T-.cen.:: . No. 1 ~roodc Co m·.;eci Trend 
1 :;6l;. 1964 
vs vs 

ST.Jecies 1962 1963 l96l:- 1963 1962 1963 190l~ 1963 .---
Pintail 13 11 l;. -6Z.S% 27 5,: 17 -66.0% 
Mallard ll} 23 2 -~1.3 15 12 11 - 8.3 
Hidgeon 13 23 G -73.~ 111 85 4:~, -52.9 
Shovelei:: 1 21 17 7 -58.8 
B.U. tez.l 1 
G.U. teal 3~ 27 lS -2).6 32 ~-_, 12 -67.6 
Sea. up* 2 11 2 9 43 16 
Canvas bc:.cl:: 13 14 2 -05.7 22 19 [~ -78.9 
Goldeneye 4 2 2 1 1 2 
Bufflehe<.:{. 14 8 l:, -5.., .:" 3 l-.. 4 no change 
Scoter* 2 3 3 5 1 
Unidenti:3L~·.:: ll~ 3 

,., 
3 .\ :.J 

Tot:::.l 135 126 49 -Gl.l 2l~7 273 lll~ -58.2 

*Too ecxly for significant uum1e:: c·~ these spec::es to hcvz hc:.t<hed et time of census. 
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