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The Eagle River Flats have been closed for some years
because of its' use as an artillery firing range. A study
conducied in the Spring of 67, revealed that certain large areas
of the flats, have not been used for firing, or impact areas.

With the opening of the 67 Waterfowl Season these areas were
opened to the general public for hunting.

During the spring, memnses were conducted and the north<bound
flights of ducks, and geese were counted. Eagle River Flats are
fairly free of ice by late April, and several large flocks of
swans were seen on the flats.

It is apparent that the flats are quite important to the
spring birds as a stop-over on their way north. Flights,as well
a8 individuals, came and left daily in regular migration patierns.

Ncticable arrivals in the spring were small groups of
Whistling Swans and bkeverad flights of Lesser Céna&a éeese.
The Swans made their stay short and were not seen on the flats
again till fall, when they were winging south.

A resident population of ducks stayed theisummer on the flats,
bui tﬁeré were no geese living 6n the fiats.

In the fall, the population of waterfowl inhabiting the flats
iﬁcreased with flighis of ducks and geese fraﬁ up.north. A very
intefesting and importan; sighting was made invdctober, when

three Trumpeter Swans were definitely seen on the flats.

The general waterfowl season began with a bang. The first

i

three weeks of the season accounted for nearly half of the entire

seasons' kill,

z




- Greenwing Teal made up the balance of the hunter take for

the early part of the season. The Widgeon was a second in the
total kill tally.

r As the season wore on, the Teal were predictably the first to
fly south, and the tally fell off. Late season Mallard shooting
proved excellent, as did Pintail.

It seems that a large nuﬁber of hunters have difficulty in
identifying their birds. Of 730 birds killed, 243 birds went
un-identified. There were aproximately 75-100 cripples lost.

There were only teo geese killed for the year, and its!

nov

4]

urprising. The geese had a tendency to stay in those areas
closed to hunting, and there was very limited goose shooting as

a result.




OF FISH AND GAME

Check TForm

. . Waterfowl DBag
Nocorder: fish end Wildlife ¥t ich
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Dacce: 11 December 67 I

fagle River Flats

Hunters:

Time : Total Season 67

Towol Dayvs Hunted:
Cripples Lost:

Ducks _Avrox 75-100 Geese

0

‘

Snrox. 20 total dayiours in Field:

No. Dogs

Yunting Methods: Pass Jump Decoy
Bag Composition
: Adult Immature
Species Male | Female | Male Female Total
Pintail {12 ¢ 26 { 48
mallard |30 i 3¢ i 1 3 73
P57 5 48 i 10 13 128
G 99 n NE , A =0 20/
. {
S: 6 i 12 ! 19
Cx } bl 1 g L
B { g ? 3
U AL Vg;" 2[;,3 Dil" CTS L ’LLL 2 43
Scaun, Greater h ;
Scauvn, Lesser o ¥ 2 | o
CE::’_l vasbhack i 2| ! 1
Sldeneve i 3 i b
ehead 2 ; 2 I
Jiaged Scoter i
i i :
! ! TOTAL 730 DUCKS
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