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The Eagle River Flats have been closed for some years 

because of its' use as an artillery firing range. A study 

conducted in the Spring of 67~ revealed that certain large areas 

of the flats~ have not been used for firing, or impact areas. 

With the opening of the 67 Waterfowl Season these areas were 

opened to the general public for hunting. 

During the spring, oenses were conducted and the north-bound 

flights of ducks, and geese were counted. Eagle River Flats are 

fairly free of ice by late April, and several large flocks of 

swans were seen on the flats. 

It is apparent that the flats are quite important to the 

spring birds as a stop-over on their way north. Flights,as well 

as individuals, came and left daily in regular migration patterns. 

Noticable arrivals in the spring were small groups of 

'\tJhistling Swans and S.everaih flights of Lesser Canada Geese. 

The S~·.rans made their stay short and were not seen on· the flats 

again till fall~ when they were winging south. 

A resident population of ducks stayed the.summer on the flats, 

but there were no geese living on the flats. 

In. the fall, the population of waterfowl inhabiting the flats 

increased with flights of ducks a.nd geese from up north. A very 

interesting and important sighting was made in October, when 

three Trt~peter Swans were definitely seen on the flats. 

The general waterfowl season began with a bang. The first 

three 1t1eeks of the season accounted for nearly half of the entire 

seasons 1 killo 



Greenwing Teal made up the balance of the hunter take for 

the early part of the season. The Widgeon was a second in the 

total kill tally. 

As the season wore on? the Teal were predictably the first to 

fly south, and the tally fell off. Late season Mallard shooting 

proved excellent, as did Pintail. 

It seems that a large number of hunters have difficulty in 

identifying their birds. Of 730 birds killed, 243 birds went 

un-identified. There were aproximately 75-100 cripples lost. 

There were only teo geese killed for the year, and its' 

not surprising. The geese had a tendency to stay in those areas 

closed to hunting~ and there was very limited goose shooting as 

a result. 
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