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JOINT REPCRY
PRAR RANGE - ORAZING AREA SURVEY

fodiak National Wildlife Refuge
‘August 1956

Bureas of Land Management Fish & Wildlife Servioe

and the
sarvey is to dotermine areas within the Refuge suitabls for grasing and
containing the smallsst possible bear population.

The joint field survey was conducted on August 2 - 5, 1956 by the
following persennel:

D. L. Spenecer, Refuge Superviser, FiS
R, E. Wanderlich, Range Conservatiomist, EIX

We Ao Troyer, Refuge Mansger, *W8S

The survey consisted of an asrial recomnaissancs of Xodiak Island
with greund examinations in selected areas. TDecauss of atmndant besr

Approximate area - M0 square miles.

The peninsula is low and relling in the 3W portism and mountainous
(te 2500 fest) in the NE portion.

Vegetation on the lowland 1s a dry-tundra (heath type) sssociation
with grassland in ths mountain and valley portions. 7The dry.tundra consist
mainly of Empetium, Vasceinium, apd Jalix,

It 12 judged to be of very lew value for livestock grasing at this
time besguie of the dry-tundra cover in the lowland and the lack of areas
suitabie for the raising of winter feed. It may have limited valus for a
sheep operation. It ia presently within the Alitak reindesr lease.
Although ocoasional reindeer are reportsd on the peninsula, no significant
use has been made of the area for reindesr grazing for a nusber of years.
The area appears moderatsly suitsbls for reindeer.
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The peninsude is used @zﬁs slightly for wildlife, Mo bear kills
have been pepurted in the lowland area for § years. Jnly ovcasionad
hegr aigzs Was nated. The nedk of the poninsula in the Sulus (reek -
Badugnak Bay arsa io well populsted by beur and i the sile of spring

~ baar huaﬁiﬂg m%ﬁ:’&%msn

The pesinsyls con be exoluded frw the Bofuge (5¥ of & line from
Fortage ga‘,r te dap Bay - & miles) without any partloular detresent o
whe Befuge or to %xmm A varrier woild be necassary for complele sepeva~
tion of Jdvestosk and beap,

Some bear yrodation mey be m@zm&m@gﬁ on stoek which msy range in
the ¥R medntainous portion of the peninoula, Foncing of the neeck of the
peninsila io possibls though unlikely in view of the leow grasing potential
of the grea.

Approximate aves o 2025 square milog. M

This arca consists of wide valleys, interspersed with styean neanders
and surrounded by stesp mountainous terrain. The vegetstion conslsts
sadnly of cottonword and slder prawih, cub Yy meadow and gyasslsnd sveas.

The ares vowld provide mm@ summer renge and winter foad for livestock.
limited portions of the arcas ere switable for ihe preparstion of winter
feed. Although there heo heon some past use of Mwestock In this ares,
there doss m’% appoar o by any ab e sragent bino.

& total of 16 bear ¥ills have boen recorded in the aves during the
pugt 5 yesrs. Those sro keown to be lapgely kills made by ms rovidents
of 01d Harbor and kave froquently besn ubiligsed for food. Halmon streans
ave within the ares, snd it supports a mederate resident sz:sxi pupnlation.

Boar predation on livestock ig potentislly severe deponding wpon the
rredautions that are faken, ‘?ha args offors remote possibilibies fopr
fercing. Elimination or redustion of the boar populabion &n this ares in
favor of livestosk releiny will be difficnlt hecanze of hesvy sover; rough
terrain, and prodiomity fo the heawily populeted bosp aven of Uyal Bay.

Pend

Thiy peninsuls offers 1ittls possibility for datile grasing bovause
of rugged terrain and lack of valley arees, slthough séme swmmer use Lo
provable, It supports & moderate o low bear population. No beer kills
arg yeported ia this area.
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Loprocinets a0 « 190 dgners miles

~ Thie penineala ls of rugged fevrrain with mountain peaks extending 0
2500 feet slevelbion. It contains o nuxber of streem wvalleys aggregating
agproxlustoly 20 wmare niles of flat to rolling ceuntry.

The pountainous aress sve larpely covered with demse alder ”ﬂfﬁg@%»i@ﬁ
ingluding soms willow snd bireh. lowlend avess conitein grasslands inters
spersed with Lrushy cover and cottonwood tinber.

The yemmma has suitable sisser range i‘m' gonplderable vunbor of
stock. Three and possibly foar orsas sre suitéble fop procuring winfer
i‘mﬂ aither by g;m,;ing of throush hay production.

Litbough the sroas st the peck of the Sheurwater gﬁn&mm‘m andl the
hsad of Yguk Fay could smoiabaln a smell bord of livestouk durd ﬂg “ghe
summer monthe (winter umimown), the permanent beay population in in these
areas &b this tine doss nol waprant the vuse.

The sres supporte o moderate %o low, and possibly wzzssemaﬁ., :.ear
y@rxala,u&m. only one kiYL hae besn reported on the peninsuls in the last
% yosrys, hondo it iz not now mubléected to slgudlficant huntiog pmammg
Some dnberest hos boon exprassed in the aves by goldes, 1}@;&?&&1“1‘&; of
stetus of wostein Fodlak beor populastions, the penineula snd adjacent
lands way hove sope fuiurs possibility for beer huntisg.

# rall sushir of deer are vesidant in the ares. &4 Zuw hoaver gang
wers alpo nobod,

The Dosr-cattls Wamﬁcn srobieon will be slwilior to that on the
THindak peninesln. : -

5. Rupresnof Pepinmla

Thio srea conwists mosbly of ons darge opon mwadow snd grepsleand
with & fringe @ﬁ' nigh terrain. Yhors ave mserous iokes Bhroughéut the
aren, Nost of the land betvoon the lekes supports z rich vegetaliion and
is yuite dey hy the first of lugm s;t.

altbongh the wintess are thu, govere in thim aves, the sulnpees
tmmr mm sunohing and warmey besparsiures then the town of Hodisk
amcgriiz*g; t¢ residenty of ‘ga;sik: T%az; and Terroy Bay. Ingpection of thsgs
aread which 1le west of Kgpreano? Peninsuls substanciated the i‘me’b thab
with proper care gusbtitdes of vegebeblén and fovage oréps oan jeow ’%.m
maturity in the nortlwest povtion of tho Inland. 4t tma time Fr
ticn at Ugenik Zuy (fugasgt &, m;g&} puts had only a short tius
'wmm bcs m&ﬁw@ md x»ip{e. ?’a f.z. Be «i“ﬁd. m&ié@nﬁ rﬁ* ,az@.%.‘é?;
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There hae been sowe livostock use on this sreoa, btut eontlisting
yoports shads the peason for lack of present use., There are two patented
hewesteads in the Setilers Duve ares which indlestes soms Anterest in the
paste The nasber of Mvestook that could be relsed gn the E{xag;mmm BIGR
would vary with bue typo of opsvebicn aud the availability of wintor
foed outained either by grasing or throngh hey.produstion, “ha potential
for this ares looks geod and gould possibly be menaged i syeh o nopney
that hay o sven highep pmwiu Forage could be ralsed shepeby buymer
vangs vould bo obtained from the higner torrain and the Klzhuysl aréa.

The area supports & low boar population. P m%%;ly ranging meialy in
the Viskods Day pegion. Few besr trails were noted oa this survey. A
m,v:x%.l of 26 pear mll:a have beon recerded on the ffawmmf Fendnsula and
adjacont penineuls sonth of Viahoda Ray over the pest 5 yasys. Thepe have
toen taken mainly in the Viekods Bay ares. Hi&\trimtim of kiils within
Fiskodn Bay 18 net known. Information from galdes and hantors indicates
vary 1ittle anbing on ths Pedinsyls. '

‘The Eﬁgamamf aren 15 adjecont to 4 good poyulabed boay sved. &
portion of this :gzomla% on wlerates to the iémxemmf Peningulas Feor thig
reason & barrisy fence aoross the usek of “e.ha Yeningula le considercd
eagentisl o exclude the besyr A7 the aves is utdlised fovr grasing. This
berrier would be Eamﬁ {3 1) baam @ of the typs of torrsin.

The g&ﬂn&nmﬁlm sugports & gam‘laﬁian of desy and Some hesver. Oogoe
sionally olk are reported hers, wmmally in the vielsity of Whals Tslund.
If olk Dogome sstablished on REodlak Igland, 1% will bs in this apren hegause
of i’awrmala habltat in the ?Y&Yi&i@ af narrow wabter regsns fron Resphéryy
Igland. Therafors the possible confliet betdesn &1k und catble way be
x'%mt@q gensidered, : -

The Panlnsulz is not c:a‘u:i.@amu of high g@mm Al iwmporiencs as Yoar

- range Lecavse of an épparent low resldent and seasvnal population.

A aam*&kﬁmﬁm of 4wo leouss sreas i wwzﬂ;l}r o the one~cile strip
{ollous .

1e Uranil Tslamd

tesse seprial § Gl%%, January 1, 1955, 20 years, Jurl Branstad,
1006 heud of sheep, Dpanik Islend, cast portidn, ono-sile am‘iﬁn Stocking
reguiranont for the first year of 130 meturé sheaps 4% of Suguet 1936
ue salmals have beon stocked on the Island. Although no raquﬁra‘wnw hay
bgen mob, Mr. Brunsbad hes combocted BIM and instituted arrengesents wd t.h
the Veterans jdminimstration for a lusn Yo purchase livestock and Luprove~
wenba. " ' ,

Gpanik Island, approvipately 60 square milds in svea, is mountaivous
over the western two-thirds with some lowland arcas on the esstern ende
A broud dnbericr valley extends lengthwiss of the Island. %he Island
meintadng o vodorate body popul rz*&ion and proximity *w fodlak Isiand permits

«iéuy




bear bo move to and from bhe lsland., The Island sustelns modsrate hunting
presgre, snd 13 boar kAlls have boen resorded there in the past b yesrs.
It is recomended that the lease be cancelled due to falluve to meeb
shocking reguivemants. The lesve should not be reizsued because of the
importance of The Island 48 o boaer areg.

| 2,, Upandd Bay lease, D. B. and ¥ P. Resd, seriad ¢ &ami??. J&nuary 1
1956, 20 years. Stoeking aa,e.mma to earrying eapaciiy of land. Pzt

yeer stoching regulrements of & andmal m—mm hwe been meh 1w m 19 RO,

2 ,,,m,lp. snd 2 aw@m,

 ihis ares congists of the atesp "bz‘ushy glopes ’é:muaz*mg% the zouth miﬁg
of Hganik Bay from the head of the South trm %o vlners Foint. Tt is a
heavily pepulated bear area and supports econsiderable hunilng pressure.

Becuuse of the pesbricted nature of the operatlen, esre of stoelk, and
tho use of off-shore islande, no Sericue conflict is Jloressen ea this '
lesse, In comsldevation of the fueh that the leases has met the current
roguirenents of the lesse, it ls recormended that it be continued. Ths
lesge should not be ronewed upon sompletion of the leoasa perded or on
tormination by the lessse prior to the temm of the lense. :



The BIM-FW3 fisld party are in agroement on the foregoing disenssion
of areas. A divergence of cpiniva was held regarding astion to be taken,
hence recommendations are discussed sepsrately.

Recommendations -~ Fish & Wildlife Service Repressntatives

reviev of the Executive Order associated correspondense and reports
to the establishwent of the Kodiak Refuge laads the Fu3 survey
the opinion that the tive Order provided for required reanching
the Chiniak Peninsuls.(l) The mile strip epen to Public lLand
sdninistered by the SIM provided for homesteading and smell
nmm.nmt.mmumm objuﬂ.nl. mmmnm
strip, which is within the area most wuy ky bear, is incowpatable
with besr conservation and hence tends to mallify the purpose ef the Refuge.

Any Anereass in grasing sstivity on Island will snoounter bear
depredations and hence will result umu for Mt& of the total
Kediak bear population, & development not in keeping with the primary
objestives of the Refuge.

In consideration of the foregeing, the FW3 party belisves that any

5 s
HUS

aress which may be iselated, ps through construction of barrisr fences,
mmmmumhm.m the lowest bear
pmlﬁmmdnhunly lated from the main part 5f the laland are
as follows:

1. Alitak (Aliulik) Feninsela

The portion of this peninsuls 8% of anumm;ourta
upwuummpmmorpomtmm Refuge objeetives.
Inspection indicated this psminsula is also of low value for gresing.

2. Ghearwater Feninsula (8. of Ugak Bay)

This peninsula has & low population of resident bear, rewgh
topography, and demse, brushy cover. Although presemting areas suitable
for grasing, dear predation problems will be similiar to those snoountered
in the establishment of renching on the Chiniak Feninsula.

3. Kupreancf Peninsula

This peninsula probably supports a lower bear population than
that of the Shearvater area. Most of these bear will be in
of Viekoda Bay. Decause of Its preximity to heavily populs bear areas,
& barrier fence from Viskoda Bay to Kishmyak Pay uwmm»mmu

ig
.%

(1) Executive Order Ho. 8857. Secretary sf the Interior H. L. Ickes’
July 1, 1981 Letter of Transmittal of X. O. 88357 - Investigations of
Orasing Conditions on Yodiak Island, 1940, Rewland snd Kinaley

-‘-



The informaticn thus far prosensted, other than the separate rotommendde
tions by the Pish & ¥ildlife personnel, hive meb the agreament of &1l
‘conperned in this study and bave esteblished the followiag facto:

1 The western portion of Fodiak Island lo heavily populeabted with
bear and, albhough the aved m&y bave & :wt_@mti&l For agriculiure oy live-
shook grasing purpose, is not bere cunsidered. The soubhwssiern portion
is not considered of yalue &b this time for 1evestaok pﬁr{m@@ ‘wherely the

nresent losse use of native w@inda@r 4is mbre approprizte.
\

2, That of tho avess given the closest considesrations the M&t«ﬁﬁ-
(Alindik) Peninsuls is not conpidersd of any congtouance becauss of its
present. cover consisting mainly of vegetaiion whmh As wostly wwsable
by _imamek. - ' ! ' '

e That tho remainiug aross conbain at lesst some value ;?:ar iivammk
mism@ purposes, The M@mﬂ yanked by thelr lmportance agsording Lo this
examiner would ber (1) Yupreansf Peminsuli, (2) Shoarwater Peninsula,
{3} Three Saints Poy « tild Harhrw ares, and (&) the p@nmsul& south of
B lduds Bay.

4. That there sre vesident pepulabiens of bear within ﬂm arsag
¢ higher velds for livestook use (recommonded arsas) thab contrivute
very little at the pmﬁz&n‘h time to ﬁﬁe horrest value of the island's
hear populablon.

Regonnendniior

i, In order te eliminate as sapoh conflict &p possible in the Iuture,
that the ares selected as an oxchunge Tor the balance of the sno-mile
strip avoa be in one area sonnected with the {hinlak area which is -
sently under the jurisdiction of the Buresu of land Manapgsmend.

2. The arsa to bo set sutolde the Kodlak Pationsl Wildiife Refuge
oonslol of those lands Iying north gnd east of & line begivning at ’c.hza
head sng on the north sidé of Viekoda Bay, thence suntheast botween the

watey drainages to the top of the mountaing, thence Woublwost along the

bighest portlon of the mountains which traverse the centor of h%aa :wmm,
thence ending al the mest northerly polint on Three Saints Buy.
Fap Yoo IIX)s The eves of this tracl of land ip esiimated to Lo around
5&@ square wlles which invludes speroximstely 187 square milss of the
present ono-zile strip. The sstimated area of the one-pile strip is 8%
souare miles (scovrding to Pish & WAldldde service ¥ecords). The balance
that would resain within the sne-mile strip would o gpproxinately 627
pusre miles,




/

This drea would contain & maximum of nabwrsl barpisr with the north
and seubl ends reguiring artificisl blockaedesm. It is understood that sn
voecasivnsl shragglor m.m. cress the nalursl sountain barrier, hub eseftic-

ment of the arsas would tend o disecurage these movenents,

3+ Paost experisnce on the Chinisk orea shows that besr within an
aven of livestock useage constitute a continuous threat of livestock

>',§m&&tiun vogerdless of the actusl livestock kilis thab cecour. 48 long

as baay are protected on the avess oubtside the Refuge, it will o esgon-

- tially the saxs o if the sroas were within the Pefuge. Thersfore, the

arsas of active Iivestock use should bave an open Season on bear the yeap

srvound and alicw the eredieation of the bear populatione within ’Lh@ areag
of sotbtlemont where active use iz boinsg made of ths land.

The aros thet 15 heve reconmanded for oxclusion from the Refugs will
form & gospsct wnil connecobing Sithalidak Islend end the other sdjagent
ifvestock aress. This unlt would sventually allow lsnd travel of sebiler
and livestock to o contral mevket, szuech as Kodiak, and ﬁ@&ﬁfﬁ}l@? kﬁlimi?au@

(ﬁ

expdnaive mmﬁ isamm@w watey portago.
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Macellanacus Doda

Hap Bo. I shows the dlstribution of the pecorded kill of 614 bwears
for the 4% yeay perisd April 1952 to June 1956. Approximately 80F of
PAES ami i3 within the cnc.mile 1ittoral sbrip w» indlcuted on the mep.

Hletritation of the kIl varies olightly from vear 1o ;y%r asoording to

wenther conditions and puide preference. Hightly over % of the i1l 4o
by mon-resident hunters. The KALL density ss imdicated on the map does
not aecessarily indiente relative popwlaticn density, bub ratior & oo
blakion of aceossibAlity and densliiy. Por susuple, the Sturgecn River
ares 1o heavily populated by beay, b no Vrzmﬁmg is done tn the ares
bespose of ﬁ.meaasgimu‘tye

- Hap ¥o. 1T shows the distribution by Yanagemsnt Distrlcts of the
1953 sstlimate of 1669 bear for the Island, An esbimited 857 of the fotal
fodisle bear population utilize the ope-mile littoral strip part of the
yser. Intensive BUPVOY &roas indicate 1itile gsmlahim ﬁhmg& singe 195%.
i‘@m}, ares mthia the mile strip is approximately Bl miles.

i%p Ho. IXT shows the logalion of the present grasing lsases on ithe

 one-mile strip as well as the aveas recormanded by the Buvésn of Land
Monagoremt pepresentative and the Fish & Wildlife representatives to e

s:amlwﬁm From the Kodiak %éamanal &:milfua Refuge.
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IRE OR CALL YOUR ADVICE BLM PROPOSED KODIAK BOUNDRY ONE

' GRAZING POTENTIAL AREA BETWEEN PROPOSED BOUNDRY AND PRESENT
BOUNDRY TWO LOGICAL FiS ARGUMENT OPPOSING NATURAL RIDGE

'BOUNDRY PROPOSED BY BLM THREE CAN YOU AGREE ON EXCLUDING

ONLY PORTION EAST OF LINE HEAD KILIMDA BAY NW TO PROPOSED BOUNDRY
AND THEN RE VIEKODA BAY
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CONTOUR INTERVALS 200, 250, AND 1000 FEET
DOTTED LINES REPRESENT HALF-INTERVAL CONTOURS
AREAS NOT SURVEYED IN DETAIL INDICATED BY BROKEN LINES
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL
DEPTH CURVES IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOWER LOW WATER
SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
1952 MAGNETIC DECLINATION AT SOUTH EDGE OF SHEET VARIES FROM 22°30’ TO 23°00’ EAST
THIS MAP IS AVAILABLE IN BOTH SHADED RELIEF AND CONTOUR EDITIONS
FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, FEDERAL CENTER, DENVER, COLORADO OR WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
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