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Dear Boba 

13 Feb., 1974 

, u . .. 
. :~€ r. 

. . 
David Saarski 
)04 Eureka 
Fairbanks, Alaska 9?01 

My most sinc ere apologies for not writing ~uch sooner, 
I got tied up in some other things and really neglected 
my responsibilities to the Moose Range. 

I'm enclDsin~ a brief summary or my trip to Chisik 
last tall. 1 1 m certainly indebted to you for having maie 
that trip possible. 

I'm plann1~g to meet with Jim Bartonek to discuss 
,.,hat coul:i be done a s far as information ~thering from 
Tuxedni and maybe I could even get him interested in doi~g 
so~ething with the birds in that area. Anyway, I still 
do plan to make so~e recom~endations for the area, even if 
it has to be part of my thesis. 

Photo«raph1ng the cliffs with a l11.rge format camera and 
record1n~ on these the extant or use by various species from 
year to year ~ight well be worth the effort. Any inform~tto~ 
you can get on sea birds would be a very worthwhile contribution 
to what is presently a?.ailable. 

I hope to be in touch with you in the not too ~1st~nt 
future on this matter. 

·My sincerest thanks for your help over the past years . 

Sincerely 
- ( cl '-.. 1, 
:J~~ 

Dave ~narski 

ARLIS 
Alaska Resources 

Library & Infor~ation Services 111~ ~~ 
A " 1 l<~ 3(~i1L'?q ~--
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' Som~ tentative re.commenctations for moni tor ... 11g the Black-legged 
Kitt1~ke populations on ruxedni N~tional ~ildlife Refuge. 

fhere exists a defi~ite need for baseline information of 
any type on kittiwakes and sea birds in general. Any 
contribution of continuous iata, no mater how ~inimal it may 
appe~r, would be a valuable contribution toward establishing 
baseline data on the Chisik island populations and on 
sea birds in general. I would reco~mend that as much monitoring 
of the Chisik sea bird populations as is phe~sibly possible 
be cq.rried out annually. '!'he bare minimum which should be 
established an~ually is whether or not successful reproduction 
took place and if possible some estimate of the degree of 
success. 

Besides the many conditions which make access to the 
~rea difficult,the ability to carry out even the most basic 
monitoring with only a few short visits to Chisik will be 
further complicated by the widespread diversity in initiation 
of the breeding cycle which can nor~ally be expected. 

rhe following phenological data serves to illustate 
the degree of diversity that can be expected• 

llZQ 1971 1973 

First e~g 19 June 27 June Prior to )O 

First.Hatching 18 July 26 July Prior to 27 
•Estimated from stage of development of youns; at the 

time of my visit in 197). 

! 

May 

June 

The following times can be used as a gui~ine in assessing 
reproductive phenom~nona 

Incubation time-

Fledging period-

About 28 days or roughly one month after 
first egg laying. 
About 42 days (time between hatching and 
final vacating of nest~ 

As a mini~um, I would reeo~mend two flignts to Chisik 
Island annually. The first flight shoura· probably be made 
sometime around· mid July and should involve a"foot" cheek of 
the ma1n roQkery (nest checks in the vici~ity of the light 
tower at the S.E. tip of the Island are probably most pheasible.) 
~he progress of the nesting cycle should be noted --ie. eg~s, 
young, relative abundance of these if possible ••• stage or 
development if youna; are observed(several good references would 
be of ~id here and I will try to obtain the perti~ent data and 
forward it to you). A second flight to the area should be made 
to the area just prior to fledging ( which you will have esti~ated 
from the stage of young or e~gs on the first visit. Although 
more information and a true~ picture could be obtained from close 
observation, successful fledging then or in the neer future coul:t 
probably be "estimated" from close slow passes with aircr~ft. 
Youn~ should be discernable by plumage characteristics • (see 
field guides). 
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Perhaps the ttmes ~1ven are not the most suitable during 
"normal" years ~~t ~ot knowln~ how ofte~ years like 1970 a~d 
1971 happen(in tP-r~s of ~ittiwake reproduction) rrsy be the 
most adviseable times for visitin~ Chisik. If any conclusions 
can be drawn from my visit to Gull Rock out of rlorner in 1971 
when ~cod r~production wqs observed thete and from Kroh~'s 
account of his visit to ~hisik in 196t, I would say that the 
dates for 1973 ~re probably closer to the"norrnal~ 
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QBSEHVAriONS OF BIRDS ON TUXEDNI NA'riO~~AL WILD!:.IFE 
REFUGE A!lD ·viCI:JirY 

.. 
by 

Ihv1d J . - Snarski 

Observ9.tlons o:: ·bird life on Tuxedni. Natlon~l Wildll!'e 

Refuge and vlci~tty were m9.de from 25 r~Y. through 9 August, 

19?0, and 14 ~ay throuah 8 September , 1971 . Along the west 

side of C~1s1k Island, observations vere made o~ a near 

daily \.. ,s1 ~. bl't ot'1.:?r portiu'!'!S of Ch~s!.k Isla~d and D:.:.cl: 

I l:1:11 .:~re v1~1 ted less regularly . D~te to difficulty o:: 

a::~es.:., I did not vL·:t the :1lpin~ plate~n a:. the .... ·· .~-:lt or 

:aade to 1;he ndj!lce~t :r.ainland along Tuxedni Chanl'lel and. 

mo11th of John::>on River by bo!.lt. one in 1970, an1 o e t"'l J971. 

One fllg~1~ 1.ns made az far 'llest as the he~d o:: 'I':;.xed:1.1 

~~annel in 1971, and s~veral flights were rn3de over th 
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AJ'fNOTATSD LIST OF SPECIES 

Common Loon, Cavia 1~mer. This species wss observed on 
Tuxedni Chan~el on three occasions , 2 and 22 June , and 
22 July , 1971 . 

Arctic Loon, Gav·1a arctic:1. T.wo Arctic Loons were observed 
offshore at the north end or Ch1s1k Isl~nd on 25 June , 
1970. During 1971, this species was observed on or over 
Tuxedhi Channel on J June, 22 June, 2 July , and 25 Jnly . 

Red-thro'lted Loon , G~v1:l stellat.a . Red-throated Loons l'lere 
observed at the ~outh of Jo~nson River south of Ch1s1k 
Izland 1n July of 1970 and agalr. in August. cr 19?1 . 

Red-nec'l{ed Grebe, Podj'Ceps r.riscge'19. . During 1971 , this 
spec 1 cs \..-as see!l on ruxedn1 Ch:il1'1el on 18. May, 22 June , 
and 2 July . 

Hor,cd Gre~c; Podicc~s aur1tu~ . Horted Grebes were observei 
en T·1~:~·:lni Cl<.".dl'1el on 20,.:-l.and ;n :·a.:~.~-971 , 

C-:-1 'J} -··C _.;;r d. Cormor:1n~ , T""''l~!JC!!"ocol·!'lx ~,.,_:_:--~+. •~~ . I' .. ~:> 3p~cies 
13·0. CO ... ~Cn Yle.:t.e!' Cjl1. C~:3~}~ 1:!Jl'~t~d.. ;~~- .!· ~ccabl,/ fe ·.-1~!' 
Dou~le-crested Cor:-nora~ts ~..-ere present in the area in 
1971 and no young Kere ob3erved th~t suillmer , 

Pc1.-:t'"';iC Cor~n~rant, Ph~~J~tcrccorax :p~la!:':ic: 1 ;::. r111~ ·p:!~1es· 
i·ras comyilon ln the 8..,..Ca du:r11g tl-te s~:n:.w:&.· of 1970 but 
\·:'3.s very mtlch less in evidence duri~15 1971 . In 197() 
this was a ~airly common nesting spec\es on th_ cliffs 
of Chisi1t Island and the a:lj9.cent mair.land. , ~ut 1·1 1?71 
o~1y cne active nest w~s loca~ed on the ~a~nlan- ~cRc~s 
ruxe,.1!'11 c:Hl.nn~l fro;n Cht:-11{ ~sl~nd ul1d ~e·:era1 o::tc:.ivc 
nest3 ~. r o~.:erv d. O!l thr.: cliffs b<><:-..; · e:l the c . ~r~n-; 
to l't•xc'1nl Channel l;).fld the wouth c!" ,J o}msu'1 ;u •;e;.~!' . 

···h~ "tli'"'" "··1 · Olc't· "~· 1 ·1~1::~- · .. ,~ ..,.,d/"".,. "'~' 1 '"'P""'""" ·:····11 
·•· .. ~j :J 0 . ..., --=- """"' ···- .. 1 ~,.. · .. <..::; ~l. v... • .. ;...a.,.w "'" .......... _;,u 1 

Q. ~··~~~ ·-··.-:-.·. ·:: .::., ...:.:!i.<lt :;:;··n.:;; and a ~~e::~t cc}L ... ~·11n~ 
~:;·;G"O.l ... J,; ..... '::S ~·J,l'~ otse:::n:! en a ':E Vf:'!' pen:! •·_qr 
the h~~d of fuxe~ni Chann~l on 27 Jul;, 1971 . P~·rs 
o~ =~~~= wer~ also observe~ o~ sevcr3l la~cs g~! ;onls 
nt::!l.r Johnson .rliver and Sil·:e!" Sa~--:or1 C:·ee1~ d,~rln.;· J'.ll:,· 
and August of 1971. 

Can~da Goose, R~'1,...~tr::; . . ~'l ·-· '.1 ~ n; ,.~_ :. Oc'h ::·r.: . ,, fl vc 1~ of Can!l !:l 
Geese fle~-1 Cit~r Chls1% I::·Ll~ld on 2i Jur.c, 1970 . Flecks 
...:ere seen over Tuxodn1 Cil!ln ... ·el ar.d on ":he fl'!tt~ 1n the 
vi c1n1 ty of Rusty hounta L1 s ~v·eral times dur1 ng the 
~urr:mer of 1971. 

- .. ~ ., ';'J )"' ~ ,. .. , ... t _,..., .. . 

. · . · ~·· 
~ :1 t.. J 1> • ' 1 l 9 ", u. flo ; 1

• c~ 
·~~ "!) ... - ..... ~ - "' 
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Islnnd. One adult bird W"lS present on Duck Island on 
1? and 13 August, 197\ and I shot an adult reale of this 
.species ne~r the mouth of Be~r Creek on·the mainland on 
J September, 1971. 

'.Yhite-fronted Goose, Anser albtfrons. One flock of these 
birds was observed in flight over Chi stlc Island on 
15 May, 1971 • 

.t'f.allard, ~ pla.tyrh.j'nchos. Nallards commonly occur on 
·the flats en the ·T-~inland side of T~xedni Channel and 
w~re occasionally seen en the shores of Ch1sik Island. 

Pintail, Ana.s ac11t.<1. This species is also comT.on along 
Tuxedni Channel and was encountered 011 the beaches of 
Chisik Island quite com~only. 

Grecn-~1tnged 'fe3l, ~ enrol ~~1-snsif;, This species was 
observed s'evera.l times on the fls. ts across ·ruxedni 
Chqnnel from Chisi~ Island, 

A>nericaYl ~Hdgeon, threc'1 a~:.f'.:-' C'"1 1":!'l., Baldp:.:.tes we.:-e cc!:l'!lO~ 
on the flats tn t~1e Tuxed:>1i a:::-ea and 'rl'ere occasio'1ally 
observed on ruxedYli Ch"ln~~l. 

Shoveler, s~~t~lQ c~y~~~t~. S~o~elars were observed in the 
area only o;:.ce dU!'ittg .Au~~n~t of 1971 '\-Then a dozen ~·rere 
encountered on the nainl~nd glong ruxednt Ch~nnel • 

Greater Scaup, Aythy~ marila. Floc~s of Gre~~er Scaup were 
prescnt on Tuxedn1 Ch<:tn~cl and ruxe:ini Bg.y during the 
sum~ers·of 1970 ani 1971. 

Com:non Goldeneye, B11.~~nhala chm!i:llla . On~ male Common 
Gol~eneye was observed on ruxedn1 Channel in ~~Y of 
19?1. Immature of this species and/or 9. 1sl~~~1c~ 
i·rere seen on ponds neqr the mout"'. of Jo~t!son ~1 ver 1 n 
August 1971. T\-ro 1 'r.r:t-=1.tu:::-c Goldene~ cs frcqucntGd. the 
shores of Chi si k Is] <.ind ne-ar .Snug Harbor dur1r·.g the 
sc~ond l·ree·. o:' A•J.e;·,st of 1971, 1-tn":il ~·~ c o:' ~ :. em WlS 
caught a nd dro-,;ne1 in a bzach net. 

Oldsquaw, Cl9n ~uln hye8qlts. Many Cldsq~aws Kere noted on 
ruzo:!r.1 33.y ~:' o::'! J .Tune ti'. r o\;gh 6 .June, l:171 o 

H~rlcquin Duck, m str~ on~cus h~st!·to :~tcus. Several pair 
of !11:-trleJ ·1.1 Ihc'~.:.; ·.·:ere r'reser. t i :i ~~he ~r·ea d.•1r~n~ 
both ~ ;1•·rrel.'S. They 1.,rerc re£;u1a!'1 y cb~e~· V' I'?d on ruxedni 
Channel and near sbme of the stre~ms c~ the ~~~nland . 

C.o!ll'l10~ E1der, Som~tcri'l •nollL:~\~-=t. !'his duck is a co·:1~0"l 
nester on Chlsi1: an-1 Duc'..r I~l"lnds . An es+-1m'1tc1 100 to 
150 hen$ ncst9d on Cht::.ik I s1ar.~ 1 ·1~ 1,... 1971. Dr!'''.~.s 

....,.. ... ~ I~ • V t "1 t • • :-: • ~ - • - . , 
I" I -, 

.I . .. ' • 

• , 1 • .... , ... , 

•• ' .. J .... - ........ .t .J ... u. 
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com.,..o~ly obscrv~ed on Tuxedn1 Cha.nnel and rnxcdn1 B'ly . 

Surf Sooter, M~lanitt~ pcr~p1c11l~t~. Surf Scoters appegred 
to make up the ~~jority of the large rafts of scoters 
which were frequently obnerve~ on Tuxedni Chgnnel qnd 
Tuxe1n1 Bay as well as on other ooys south of Ch1s1k 
Island. 

Co-:n!llon Seater, Oide!1iA. nip;ra. This was the leq,~t com~only 
encounter ed scoter in the ruxedn1 area. 

Common Herganser , ~!er'!"",ts mer~9.ns(>r , On 2 July , 1971, a 
Co~~ on r.er~~nse!' ~·r·1·· ob~cr·;ed. o:-1 Tuxed..11 Ch3.n~el, j"J.st 
offs'-'cre from Snu~ :larbor. 

Red-br '3.Stc:l t1ergans~r. Me.,.·-·:s scrT'ato~ . In l<;t?C, this 
spec1 c-s ~·~· .... s occnsto~i'l. ll:.r obsc:rvE:-1 O!"' '!' ·xed:~ 1 :hannel. 
In 11:1'11 Hed-brt; t.:;t~j !'~Cl "'l"1ser.s we:re ::>t::en only in N::1y, 

Sharp-shinne-d :lawk, A~~ipit..cr stri'lt'lS . lwo cf tt1esc birds 
~~~:~rn ::E'e' C"'l C}-ilst·· fsia. .. 'l 1!1 &: .. n ... ;tl!""';~ .... t 1971. 

II· rla·1'. 
S!J i ,) ................ . 
J.. ClJ. • .. 0.. .._~ i'.a.,j· , 

... - .. , . "' ..... 

O.lJ.:/ 
l 

~.J..~ ~ ,~,L: ... .-1,."1. ~.1..- · .. \~ \, ... _ _ , _ _. .......... ~:~ ... , ,_. . 

i ·;.'"~ ... l'(;! .:;\tl:i E\:~.;z:.l. .. ..., wr: ... • pres ~'1 
d•l-·1. • .; l:;~ ', 0 · ... mJ. ::1, l . 'I\/~; ac .. ~. ~ 
th~ w::~. i nl" nd u E:a.r ..:: 11 ::> ~ • - s lu. J.d. 

' . - . .... . - ..:: ~11 slK 

., :1 • _.:! and 
i~1 ... ~a ·r·:_Xt;ln1 a:cea 
!lC~ . .:> u...,;..1.'. "O'Jn:l O'l 

!·:~rs: •. ~~·~·c,. ·-:-; rc•1s G.;··:1·~c.:u.s. A ;:,air o~ ::" ~ :!1 H - "~-s were 
reg:lla.rly u vsc:..·v·ei ~ ... op ::1i .si k ! sl~~'!~ :: -:.· :n::; :oth 

Osprey , r:-;4r ..... L .. n hal1o:-. ;+;'ts • . d. sir. ,le Ospl'e./ ~·,r.:,s ;:;~en soarins 
o··e ... J. ux .~ 1 1.i. Cti.::tr. ·..: ,_ ou t. ."Tun . , .197, . 

~;rf~! -~ z, i~::u ,., , ., . .... ~ 
.... .l v >J- _ ..... 

:· ~1 :,1. 

• .! ......... .:,:. ·. -: ' - ... -· - . - ' . · • 1..\ .... . 
I ... . 
J. . • - • 

•• 1 .• - ..... 

I 
..o;;"...;:-;..;-~--.....;:;....;_..:....,_;.· • 

~ . ' ... . .. ... 
-.J.L.--...4 _. ....... .;.., 

... .. -.... _ .... 

•• ~fJ c~~~s!on
~ .... ::: :s~'~ 

~c. c ~ ~ ~ r.;. 4 4"-4, l ~· 0 ~ .; - ~ :::' ! _. :..' ".L ·t . . : ~:!. I'~= 0 f 
On ..:; ~. ~r ,,~.,._ o..; ..;;;.1. ~ _ • : _, , ·~ :·· •• ,:..&,_ u_....,....,_.~ ...... 

~ ... ,.., "' .... ., ,, .. --;. ...... ~ ! .. - .. 1:::, .. -..... -.•. ' "' '' --
l:>t.s"""J-:'".,- 1 ~ 1 -J1~ :., ... ~:;o:l..,ttll--~+; ~~:w v~ .. ...... :-' :'"'J..ta~n ()~ 
th~ ~~inl"na on 2: !~ly. ~97~. a~d s~ .. _:c ~~~~a we~e seen 
at :.1e :110141.:'1 of J ... ::n~.::.l :i:.·rer ~l"L Ju:.~· ~f ::.;;7~ and Aug~st 
0~ 1971. 

r.r~11se 
•• ._.t • ( :- ~. "~..,) ~ , .. - , 
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Willow Ptarmt gan, L'=t~opus la;::opus. This spec} es \ia.S o 'bserv:ad 
atop Chisl~ Isl~nd several tl~es in 1970, and 1971 . 

White-tailed Ptar:nt (":m, L:.}gopus 1 encurus. Four rihi te.-tailed 
Ptar!lligan \'fere ohserved atop l;hisik Island ne'lr Snug 
Harbor on 15 a.nd 16 May,l971. M.r. Joe Munger,~.z"lo has 
res1ded'at Silver Salmon Creek,a few miles south of Chis1k 
Islan~ for the pqst J5 ye~rs reports that this species 
ts common in t~c·arca, 

Sandhill Crane, Crus canadensis. On 29 May,. 1971, a single 
Sandhill Crane-was seen and he!l!'d as it circled over 
Tuxednl Channel, 

BlacJr Oystcrc:ltchcr, HFJ.~7!1atop'.l~ hachn~r.i, At least J pair 
of these blrds ~e!'e pre~er.t al~ng the east shore of 
Ch1s1k Island ~n~ on Duck Island in 19?0 and 1971. 
One pair r.~!.sed J young at the southeast t1p o~ Chis1'.\ 
Island in 19?1. 

Semipalmated Plover, Chr:t:-adrins se11ipal::1a.tus. fhis bird 
w1s comrr.ol1 alor.!.:. t:·.e b~'lcl1~s cr' 0hi.~:;~~-: !.s:::..anrl :iuring 
the spring -::tgr:.1'.; "n· It w~..; fo 1md to b~ co:!!rnvn 
on ~he !"'1atnl·=1.nd <1d~acent to ·ruxed.1i C1 .:.1~mel d'.<:-ing 
su :ne! "Onti··-=>• 

S·.lr fb~rd, Ap~1r-t Zll .~.· · t:'\ , One i"1'i3 obse:n•ed on l)h1 sik Is:und. 
on 24 July, 1970. t!1 1971 .:l~ .. n.·fbirds "rcre occ:l"'~ 0!1:lJ. ~ ;;·· 
ohserve~ along tn · ~heres of Ch~s1~ Island from ~ay 
through .l'.u.t;:l=:t. 

Blo.clc Turn~tonc, Arr··a r• "'. m-7.·1 qn~c ~nhal3.. A flocl<: of <=t bo•t t 
25 or trlese bird.., .. ere ijeen on l-hisik Isl:ll1d from 25 
through 29 A•.tgus:. , 1971. 

Common Snipe, Capcl!3 ~~11th~so. Snipe w~re observed on 
a wet area on C~t~ik Isla~1 in 1970 ~nd 1971. 

~lhimbrel, Nu:-'1 rmt ns r 1.:~ t:·-:->"Ous. ~\1 thou~h ~h ~morels ~-;ere ne·rer 
observc1 on Chi~~~ lsl~n~. they were observei en the 
rna:tnlan l~ng :'• :{ J•1i "~nne:!. on t :.::en o~ca~ions d.·1=-in 
19?1. 

Spotted Sandpiper. A.~·-tt1s ·:~::toul'3.:·1a. Spot~ed San1p1pers 
;-re:-e fa~rly CO:IH110:1 ..l.lo~:!~ ~~lt: ':...· ·~?l.ches or "'h1s1'~ Isl3.!1.i 
during both yc~r~. 

~bn1er~ng l'u.ttler, :'-.:'"'ro:--c.l· .• ~ 1·1~'1~-'ln"":': . During 1970 a.nd 
1971, 1·Jandcr1n; .!.~l.t.tlers 1:~:!"'':! !'-5'Jl3!'1y c~.5~r·:c1 ~lon0 
the beaches of "'L1s~1< and J).l~~ Is1anJ.3, 

Greater Ycllof.11cgs, fot3nl.t!; -r;el~-tt~~1.enc'.l!':: , Gre'lter Ye1lo;.clegs 
..,..,ere ob~erved on ~,.;hi si k I s.:i.lnd on J ;:.uri 18 July. 1970, 
an1 f:-o:n l: th!"o·.tcr:h 1 q !·~" ~·, , 9.,, • ·r!l ~ ~ ~1 ~d oc ~ 1l!" s 
.. . ... : ' 
..., " . .• ... J r . ... 
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Baird's SaYldpiper, Erol ta ha trcH L B~ird' s Sandp\ pcrs 'llere 
q'lite co~~on during the spring m1gr~tion on ~his1~ Islqnd. 

· Most were observed between 14 May and 22 May, 1971~ 

Least Sandpiper, Ero1 ta mtnut1Jl~. Least Sandp1pers were com
mon in the area from 15 to 24 May, 1971. 

Dunlin, Eroli~1 alfina. One Dunlin was observed on Chlsik Island 
on 23 May. 19'7 • 

Short-hilled Dowitcher, Lim"1od:romus tz'risens. During the 
spring of 1971, Short-hilled Do~itchers were observed on 
mud flats alo~g Chisik Isla~d from 18 May to 25 May . 

Semip~lm~te~ Sandpiper, Ereunetes pu~ill•Js. A few Semip~lmated 
Sandpipers were observed ~uring the spring migration in 
1971. 

Hestern Sandpiper, Ere•met~s l"!'iauri. This co:n:non rr:igrant W'ls 
observed over the period of 14 MaT to JO ~ay , 19?1 . 
Many "peeps", some of i'lhi ch are proba bl:• th~ ~ s~ec 1 es, were 
obser-;ed ·J~. ":' . ..ld fl:1ts aJong Tu~e~n1 Channel ,_,..._ ;:-.t1-J 1lly cf 
1970 and 1971. 

'.orthe:I"'1 ?haJ .., _ :>'"' , ~ .. cL~ '~"·~-~; lor:1t1~~ . ~Tcrt~":-'!1 
··~·"'1'•., t"'•i•,·· ~~,.,.-·J· "''~ l ·rdni ~···· """1 r-~.., '"'""'"'..A. ....... J ~- ........ _ .. .._. .... ..... ~ ... ;l- ... .. 

Aug~8t. ~~~cral :~~g8 c ~=c~t=3~~ons ~~~c 
AU8USt of 1970 an1 1971. 

;, 1, t '\ l ::; 
: .:" ~ ~r C'" r;h 

r.: +- e , ! r. 

Glaucus Gull, La..:-us l'1VDe1"bore11s . A larg(;, all '"'h: tt: gull wn.s 
freqncntly cbscr:'2d parche1 on the cannery b"~l:i~gs at 
Snu3 H~rbor tn e~rly June of !970. 

Glaucus-winged Gull ., Iaru~ gl~ucc~:e~s. Thi~ species is a 
corr.mon clifftop ne~st:r>r on c;1isH: and Dlck Isl::- .. 2.":: , In 
1970, lar .,.e "1U:7lbr!r s of these birds co:'l: cntr::1. t ~~~ ~ 11 the 
vicinity of the c~-3 1 P.,ery once it. \ient into ope:- - ti"n. 
S ,.l..., ..... ~l "'"' !1C.,..,. ···~· • YlOt op~"'-"' toa.· ~ ,., ). 0 '"7"! '-'"'d .-, ' .. ,,., C' .:;;t. L.o.'-J .. -::.-'-• ... "' v •. .L_ _ ..., _ _. _ .- ..... J;- ...A.·"- v_)'.l-4-'.Atr..J 

Gull::; 11erc lf.:;.ss .:::.b:· . .!an:. th~ 1 i!1 ~97~. C:ll~· a :'t:~·; ~ c.·ung 
G1'lu~·:.3 Galls :"> -~,., brou-'.t of"~ in 1971, 

:"a\·l Gu.ll , La.c ,:~ ~~ .,.._ .... ... . :·:c.:~; G1~ll..., o~c:.:.r ~'"":: .. o·~!~~ ~~ ::~e: fl~::1.ts 
alo~.- l'u:~c:l··!~ ...... ..4m.c~l a•-:.·' 1·1e ..... e oc~:tsi .... ·~ 11:,: c'h..: - ~v ... "! . :; 
Sn·1,.... :-!::trbr)"". 

Fran'·d~!1 1 .S G'..~lJ., I~r·,~ "lt::r-~.~1..JJ.:=i, An 1\d'l:!: F'r?..".'·:!i ..... ' .s Gull 
·1-1a s 0 l:>s e':'V bd r1: :.-n :.t;.:; .. ~~:~.;.··oar : :..~ .::n 11+ ::.:.1~· : ·: 1 ~ :': .... ~·I J ·-; 71. 
T\~ 4 "' D 1 "'~ .,..,,. -nl....-t-n~":-:>pl-1"''~ f';,>·id 1co br>,~'>;.,,~ ~0 ..... ~-..,..,...::-..,,..,'-

.. "J . .,._;~ i. ...., - ~l '" •:l' t-' ~ 1 \.J '..I ...... ·;;~, • - .. • ""'. - .,J .... l ..... v ..:; - .... .... v ....... r· - , ..., 

the fi:!·st do~T·,s~'ce.: occ·~':'3.ncc of t~~s .sp'2:~cs ~: .-\}as'~.::~.. 

Bon<:l.p3:!:'";e'.s Gull , Lar·u.s "Oh~ 1 -S~.~::;l0~4..·.1, Bona:=a.:-te 's .:-;...<ll.s xe:::-e 
occasionally obsu.:-vc1 ulon; t~s ~est 5~cre o~ C~is1~ 
Island. In 1971, 2 pair ~·lc!'e reg'!la"':'lJ obse:::- .. e-'. !1car 
F =; ~ ... " , P ) .c ..... ": ,.... ~ -'-:: · ..... '1 ~ ,~, 

~.. ' -
v -

. ~ 
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. . 
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abundant bird specte.s that '1.ests in the area • 
nesting colonies occur on Chi~ik Island, Duck 
and on t~and Ylear the mouth or ruxedni 

Arctic Tern, Stern-=l'··par.'ld1so.~g,. Only a few Arctic 
observed along Tuxe~ni Chan~el , all during the 
of 18 May through J June, 1971. 

Large 
Island 
Chnnnel. 

Terns \\~re 
period 

Common ~urre , Urta aal~~. Common Murres were second in 
a b•1ndanc e only to the. Blaclt-l ~gged Ki tt i ~-:ake on 
Chisik Island. The largc~t concentrat1ons of this 
species are roun~ along the east side or Chisik Island 
and on Duck Island. 

Pigeon Guillemot, Cep-:Jh1l~ grvlle, During tl:e SU!.l1!er of 1970 
Pigeon Guillemots were co~~on on Chisik and Duck Islands, 
but were much le3s in e\·l dnece in the arer=.t in 1971. 

Marbled ~1urrel~t. Bret.chyramphLt3 r:t~r~r.ora tu::1, In 1970, th!. s 
specie3 w~s rcportc~ to ~e by ro~ Di~~. 2 r~ee-lancc 
photographer. ~1r\n~ July ln1 Augu~t of 1971 ~arble1 
t•iurrelcts ivere c~~:J.slono.ll:r obscr\·erl 0"1 r"l.XE'd~l Cn~nnc.: , 

~lt~litz's Murre]et, P~,c~~~~~~hus brl~lr,,:~~s. T~~3 ~~r~::~t 
and th:.. :I=rc·:i8·~~ >.; ... ';. oh ... --:-veJ ~11 .:;l~EG 1-~ro;.:.:..~~-=~r cr:. 
Tu.x:e:! 1.i ~·J.j~ :S'~V~l .... ~: :,~-~~~ .. ~ ~n .. "..·u._£u.::• , 197: . ~c+-}: :re~~ 
approacl~cd by l:.>o<..~.t. u.t.Cl ob::ervc:..i at c~~:.:1:0 -;.··"'.r.c;~ . 

ParaJteet Aukl ct , C,yc1 orrl':y_nQ!:P-L~. psl L t.hl.c '..ll:J. , F .Ju.r :-r:.rakee ... 
Auklets wcra observci n~~r ~1ck Island on 24 July,l970. 
In July ~nd Augu:~t ·of 1921 • ~ pair or th•::so birds 1·:e.1·e 
present en 'Du0k Islsn::l. Qn" A1.!£ust, cne l'ius di.scovc~~:i 
i~a.n egg 1rJ a crevice • 

. 
Rhinoceros Auklct , Cerorhinc.:~. :r:onocer:-~ts.. A p~lr of Rhin

oceros Au'..cl8ts ~H;r·~ reportei fro:r. ~;·~.~~c .:sla!'!~ in 1970 
by rorn ~·a~ -.L~ ,c~n ~\ Q'LI~~- r~gn-1~11-~ "~~+n--""~r~ - ~· a.. -.,.• ( · r C"J14 \,.. • • .t. .. ..; ·"' v(.; i.,"'~l ... rw .. e;,• •'-t-"·l._.., t 

Robert Brircht, rr.>po-t~d Sr::'P-~'113 a pair Ol ' ,... ~c,r I.;;Ja.1~, 
cne of \'rhich c:r1ter,..: a ho.A. ,.,..o' .. '• 

Horricd Pu:'fin, Fr ·-!'::~?".'Cilla ca ·~·· r.~. c,..:,a.:<·l, I'h~s spe.:;~t;S nes: _ 
a ·ound"'11tl'· orl IA~--,1·,.~ ~ .. .-. .-l - ·; . . ,· - .J.--~.- , .:~ r-.-r."'"' :':l,, .... .ro~-~-· ..:4 J """ · 1 w.a..'\. c:..~~o . J.~ ..,, •. t-tltr. ~~~,, ........ ..,~ . ..~ ......... --""' .... .:l 

cutnur!lbe:::· tho follo~·:tns SJ.l ·:?Gtc3 a.bo1.lt ): : - (a·l ln t:-.2 
vicinity. ~~~y young of th~s sp~~!es were ~b=0rvei 
~n ~~ves, crcvi0e~, burrc>.v-s 's.nd l;Je .... ~·;ee.-:. .r·o~;.;:s O.! D:...~~= 
Island,on 12.August , 1971. · 

TiJ.ftcd P1.1ffin, I; r.C.q ~~:-::-h".::~. T.;,is co·r:'":ion nester oc~urs 
m~inly on Due~: L.;>a.!~ ..lt:i a. fe~.; r;h1~es :.}o:1g the 
cliffs at the Southeast en1. of C~~sik Islsnd, 

Great Hor'1P.'1 Q••l ~'llbO •·i...,n-1\"•"''"'1''"" "lthOU"'h th,~ <::-D"'C~"' .. • J. -\..1. n ' ;;___ " "'fa- • .1. :... ~ , ...... ~ . r .. , !~·· ... _ ........ ! - ~c:.;) 

w~s neYer observed d:.t!"~n;; ~:;~r ~tay em ~h1s1k Isls.nd , 
JJc !J! 1 ' "" \~ 1• r,.;::~~ f'-:~,-.L 1":" . .. ,. -...~ ,- 1•":~,:~ ,.,c~.; f:' ·""'"~ ~n f-

:::;tiruc .... l' _, - . ,. ~ (" f I • 



-- t. • 

•• 

-·~ 

(8) 

informs me th~t Gre~t Horned Owls are plentiful on the 
adjacent mainland . 

Short-eared 0~\"l, Asto fl"\~"!'!CllS, Short-'e'1rcd 0\ils were 
commonly obsor~on top of Chisik Island over the 
period 14-28 May, 1971 . 

Downy woodpecl~er , Dendrocopos tmhescens. A dead Downy 
Woodpecker was picked up in the net loft at the C'lnnery 
1n May of 1971. ~ nest cont~1n1ng young was.located 
in ~ spruce stub at the north end of Ch1sik Island 1n 
July of 1971 , and 2 blrds of this species were observed 
working dead alders atop the south tlp of Chis1k Island 
in A'.lgust. 

NorthernThree-toed Woodpecker , P1co1rles tr1dactvl 1l~. One 
bi!"d of this species \·:as obse:r·.red ln a. spz·uce zt-:1nd at 
the north end of Chisik Island on 27 May , 1970 . 

Say's Phoebe, Savornt::: s~xa . I observed thl3 bird only on 
4 Septemb~r, 1971. ~~ ~h's1k I ·land. 

Traill's Flyc~.:!tcher, :::·;:p~~co.~ ..... x tr~~1llit . T.1is f:~~~t~h ·. r 
was co .. .,.only ob. "'rrt>·l ~·1 t-.~~ alders a .. o; r.hi~l.'l. I...land 
and to a l~s:3.er ex~. 1t ~ .... i. •. ··..~.c~:1~.t,:. of t!.-::~ cl~ff:; . 

Violet-green Swgllow, Tac~vcin~t~ th~la~s1~n. fh~s speci~s 
was fairly com~only observed on.Chlal~ 1sland. 

Tree S\·rallm·t, Ir1dO&J!'Cc!:e bt~~'!.0r . Tree m·m.lloNs nested 
around the ca"P'lc::.·:' bu 1ld't ~gs a!11 in nest boxes at a 
fi~h en~ on Cht::.H:_Isl~nd ·. . . , I .. 

B ..... \:.. s.._.. .... \\....,,..f',,...,,_f£,. .............. ~s )fC,~fi'l WO.') ~o..,~o ..... l\~ .. se-N.). o ... Cl.,.s.k I· -l. 
Cliff Swallow, Petroc~eli12~ pyrrhc~ota . Cli~f s~sllows 

were occasionally s e:cm f' e.=.:!.l!l(; ever C~: sll~ Is) .:1!'!:"1. 
A ne3t1nc; colony ..,.1<=ts loc :cd o~. a !'OC~ l.ear t. :· c !nouth 
of Dtff1cu1 t. Ct•c . a1 o : nu~~t i•,i .CL .• t'l"' ·~: , ::l!. t l~"' . , : 

alor.2; Jor . . .. on rll·:cr soutL of ch~ s~k. 

Black-hille:l ~·;::-i .~rie , £1....s!, ;;L;a._ 1\ .. lnbL ... ~ p:c .. _s c~"'·-s
ionally o'!J~:e1"ved r.<::::;A.r S--:·..:..::; ...... :-'t.:;!' !.n 1:'70. :: ·, l971. 
2 psir ..,.1er.e pres·.::!~: t: at Snug H:~rbo:::- . 

Com~cr. RE.t:' .. '"e .. , .Cor'.t ... •J.:-=; ·~c~-:.: . !~~\"' "',.:.: ::e~~ ..;;--: ·.~ ..,1~ .. oh~cr~:ed. 
in t:.h"' ruzBdni Are::.~. . .;, l ~~' 1-:E'""C fou-r~d ~e"'t~n. 1n b·ro 
locnl.it1es on Ch's~;\: Isl-::-L.d !n ~·:3-y , l';';"l. 

Black-~'3.p"'ed c· 1ckadet; , ? :l::''-1.3 atr~Ca'Oil'!.u~ . :n'.).c·:-~app!':i 
C'hickadco ... :·:ere cc~ut-:! ...... ::-.lJy ob:;~rv~r~ c.·; C'.is.11{ Island 
only during August of 1971. 

Brown Croeper·, Ccrt~iq fQ~11inr~s. FiYc Brou~ Crecpe!'s :;ere 
oh~er"!'"'·4 ~ ~'~r. .. ,- ..... •:., "":'.· ... r.~· ~~: :.c t· T ~ """'...:~ ,.. .;. " ,. ... , e"".... .,.. 
.. 9....,., . . r - t- "'" ... , .. 
- I I 

I 
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Dipper , Cln~ln~ !":1ex1canus. Dippers were present on several 
stre~ms on Ch1s1k Island and the adjacent m~inland in 19?0. 
In 19?1 , Dippers CO'tld only be found on ·2 streams 1n the 
area . 

Hobin , Turdus migr~torius. In 1970 a Robin nested atop Ch1s1k 
Island near ~nug Harbor , Robins were present in the are~ 
betwee~ 15 May and 5 Ju~e, 19?1 , and ~P.Veral young were 
seen on the Ch1s1k Island ?eaches in mtd-August . 

Varied ·rh:-ush, Ixoreus naev1 us . Var1 ed Thrushes 1'1ere seen 
and heard throu~hout both summers, especially in cottom~ood 
sta~ds along the west side of Chis1k. 

Her:T.it Thrush, Hvlcc1c'-lla ~,,_tt.at~. This bird 1~ac very CO":""TlOn 
along the be~ches ~nd atop ~his1k Island. 

Svrainson ' s rhrush, H'rlocic"'llr:t nstulat~. In 1971, this spec~cs 
l·ias noted. a1or.g the beqches of Chi sik Island from 29 M'ly 
through 5 June. 

Golden-cro·rr.:.er1 Kl.ngle ... , Rn-· 1·1~ satr·J.p::l. T'~-t:s q:.:c1es t·;a~ 
obser7_d on Chis!k Islani only fro~ 2 Septe~bcr to 7 
Sept E." .b?r, :!. 9"::!.. 

R1by-c.roNt1cd Kinglet, ~~ ... . -·J 1 'ls c::llend•Jla. ·rhts f.:P"~les ,., s 
presGnt 1n the sprue~ st~nds at the north e~d of C~l.s~k 
Is1~~d in 1970 ~~d 1971. 

Water Pipit, Anthus sp~nolett~. Water Pipits ~ere prcsen~ 
around the cliffs of Chisl.k Island throughout the sur::me:-::o 
of 197G ~n1 1971 . 

Bohe~ian Waxw1'1~, Bo~byct11s ssrrula. Bohemian i·lax:·:in£;S 
were seen on Chis1k Island on 25 May , 1970 and on 19 
qnd 20 June, 1971. 

No~+:hern .Sh:-~ke, In.YJ1 ~,~ ex~uh~ tor . Yo0 Mun~_,er · :~1o h~s 
x1nt~red at S.ug B~rbor in past ye~rs r epo~ts th9t ls 
bird .. .. s p_·esent aro n~ _,_!1e c.anner~- b.!t:'..1n- ,,p·'ns 
SO:!C yeCJ.:'S , 

Orange-c-r-o·,:'led Warbler, Vl'>:":: ivo'!''l ~e1,3.tn. ·rh1s 1s a CO:-:l":O!i 

,.;a .... bler in t .1: nl·:.h r s :ltop v(l1slk)zl:u:1. 

Yellow darbler, D8~~ro,~a n2t~c~ig . 
co.,':'l"o~:ly in th8 l'1v. ~ dni .• ~~:.1. 

Yell oH ;.Jarblers occ:1r rcd 

My.,..tl"" ·.•,_. ..... bl t:•r DnV'I ,.=~-,...,..~ "'a co~,..."" . ..,.-.... ~.f,,.,...,le ;J- .,.bl .,..,..s ··e""e ..... _ ••~- _ 1 ''-J ' l ; l.L '- ' lv .. .... J • .. :......, !.i.J • .... ::1. ... ""- .-_ .. 

O"'Ca<::>1 onr..1 1v oh~ ~.-.., c nA .-, ' r- 1"' n cr"'"''J. ..,'\... ,. ,,, r;o Sv· " · :Xc. -...'ho"" 
..., ... ~- • .::\. ..&.. J ·-·~ ,;. ... v '\;.J. -:.... J. u( !..• ~ - --·"'· ·41.1...:..._; ..;. •'~!» ·-·...; ·-

and along the cast side of Chi s ik Island in 1970 and 
1971. 

--.... •1.- . ~ . -----'-----· ,., .... " . 
1 1 .. - • l .... • 
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Snug Harbor. 

W11 son's Warbler, Wilson 1. '!\ pus ill~. ·rh1 s c o:n'!lon \-Jarbl er 
seemed to occ1tr e~.rerywhere on Ehts1lc Island. 

Rusty Blackhird, Euph~gus caro11nus, R11sty Blackbirds 'llt;re 
qui te· ... corr."T!on on the flat."' ne~r Bear Creek on the m!.:lin
land in late August and early Septe:nber or· 1971. . · 'l'hey 
were occasionally observed on ~h1stk Island during that 
period. 

Pine Giosbeak, Pintcol~ enucle~tor , Pine Grosbeaks were 
occas1on!.'llly observed thron~J,t my st.9.y in 1970, "!')ut 
were only observed o~ Chisik Island on 16-19 May and 
2 September in 1971 . 

Co:n"::on Re1poll, Ae.<'~!ithif: flq~"!'el'l, 'l'h1s species 1.s co:!!T.on on 
Ch1s1k Island . 

Grgy-crowned Rosy Finch, Leucosticte t~~hrocot1s, fh1s species 
~·.:().s not obscrv,..rl in 19'/0, :)~~+.; 1.as f!li!'l~r .:c~":"o.n ~n 1971. 
It "'t::!= co~:r.:)n!:; 'J'b.~c:r-vs1. \:-:. ~:1::! Ylc1 n~ ty c:' t:H~ ~ ~llus 
slo::-c:::z O'!'i Cl:.~. s~;: Ic~ r:tnd . It nastcd. on Chis~k an1 D~~:-:: 
L:::::m"! in J97::. 

vlrdte-·.1~"':-c:i C~o·ss'l-,411 , I.~· :·:~,q ]0''~n':)~f-"!"'r-t, rhts spe ~~e:::; '.\"l.S 

obser:e.J once ir.. a spr\.lCt"J sta··.d at :ne no~th enn of Chi's1k 
in July, 1971. 

SaY.!ln"'lah SparroN, Passe~~~•}•.Js s.g,rid,~.,-~.che--:s~s . Savann9.h 
sparrows were co~mon srounj &ne cqn1ery ani along grassy 
portion~ of the beaches of ~h1s1~ !sla~d d~~ing both 
surn:-ners . 

Slg.te-color8d Junco, Jnnco ·hy~::11l1s . On 27 !~ay, 1970, Ju~oos 
:>~ere obsl;.!rvei at t~e ~ortr1 er;: or Cn.l.s!.k. During 1')71, 
obser•:·.tt~o~l3 ~-~r..; :r.alt: :':o:1· .:..9 ~run'.?. ,_~1ti: 5 ..;'..l.1

./, .J.·d on 
2 anll 3 S..:pte •bcr at .Snug darbor . 

i-l'c l ... . .,._,,'.,...o ·~1··~ )p'1I'l'O'" '7. .-.'lo•·r~ ... ~~,.. ,,.,·.~o·~\-.·-··~ · ,...1 ,_,r ..., '1'·.-~ 
.. v \,; w , •.. o..; , • n 1 ..,. J 1 '-' ... _, • l .. ~ -.... '-' ~.., tJ ·• e1 - • •• • ' - w '-' • • - :...t. 

Sp'J.rro;o/s ;.Jere OCC:l.Sl"' ·n11,y ;;r . :.. ··~ o:.4 :·:8"':''! "1 1 -"}":"" t"1'3 "': .... "!"'': · . 

a'~ 1 "le.3L s\10rt::s oi' 8t1i~lt: IG.J.. .::L":1 l·1 1970, a~d t·ie~·2 p!'c:.:::,-~ .. 
9. t Snu ; lh.r'-lor ~ !1 it.ay of , )71 , 

Golden-cro~~ed Sparrow, z~,o~r~~~ia g.trl~antl~~ . 
,robably the !..'lOSt ab'1. ~1d!:l!'lt. la.:.d bird O!'l. C:1is ~}: 
durl~g tha su~~~rg of 1 ~70 and 1971 . 

This H"ls 

Isla.n:l 

Fox sparrm>~, Pass(~t· el1a n 4 <>C~1 . As a lar.d bir.! , the Fox: Sp'?..:'t'Oi.Z 
:n.s p!·ob~\'Jly S':;co~ld 1:'1 abu:1.da~0e only to the Gcl:ien-crot·:"'l~:l 
Sp~rro~.on Chl~i~ Islani. 

Son ll' .Sparl'O . , So:"'l..-; :: ,~~:..·.:· ·:;s ..,.. , .,. 
.) . ..: .• ~ .:l : ~ .. 

\, ' 1 • 


