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PREFACE 

Ntmivak National Wildlife Refuge .is located off the 1vestern coast of 

Alaska in the Bering Sea. The main island is separated from the 

mainland by the 23-mile-wide Etolin Strait. 

The refuge was established by Executive Order and consists of Nlmivak 

Island and approximately 50 small offshore islands and rocks along with 

about 2. 5 million acres of surrounding submerged lands. The total combined 

acreage of emerged and submerged lands is 3.6 million, ranking Nunivak 

as the largest island refuge and the second largest refuge in the 

National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Its diverse topography of sea cliffs, miles_ of sand beaches and tm'lermg 

dunes, interior mountams, crater lakes, vast expanses of rolling tundra 

and numerous strea1115 and lakes supports a fascinating variety of flora 

and fauna. The island is perhaps best knmm for the muskox herd which 

was introduced in 1935. 

Management of Nunivak Refuge is dedicated primarily to preserving and 

protecting the ec6iogical integrity of its natural environment. 

The entire refuge was studied for its suitability or non-suitability as 

wilderness. The following is an evaluation of that study and is 

presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the Wilderness 

Act (P.L. 88-577). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~~ 



NUNIVAK NATIONAL W1LDLIFE REFUGE WILDER'\ESS STIJDY 
- GIAPTER I 

IliTRODUCTIO~~ 

The Nnnivak National Wildlife Refuge was created on .April 15, 1929, 

by Exeoutive Order 5095 signed by~President Herbert Hoover. The 

initial withdrawal included only the main island, but a second Executive 

Order 5470 on October 22, 193~ included Triangle Island, all adjacent 

small unnamed islands and rocks, as well as all lands nnder water \vi thin 

approximately twelve miles of Nunivak Island, (Appendix A). The original 

withdrawal was made under the provisions of a 1927 act (44 Stat. 1452) 

entitled "An Act to provide for the ·protection, development, and utilization 

of public lands in Alaska by establishing an adequate system of grazing 

livestock thereon". In the instance of Nunivak the withdrawal was made ... 

"for the use of the Department of Agriculture. in conducting e}..-periments · 

in the crossing and propagation of reindeer.and native caribou, for cant-

emplated experiments in re-establishing muskox as a native animal of Alaska:, 

and also as a preserve and breeding ground for native birds and wild game 

and furbearing animals II . . . . 

Nnnivak Island is located in the Bering· Sea off the '~estern coast of 

Alaska between 166° 30 I Wes:t Longitude and bebveen 59° 45 1 and 60P 30 I 

North Latitude (Figure 1). Separated from the mainland by the 23 mile-

wide Etolin Straits, .Nunivak lies offshore of the YUkon~Kuskok~ River 

fulta and the Clarence Rhode Wildlife Range. 

Administrative headquarters forNunivak are located in Bethel, 145 miles 

east-northeast of the Island. Bethel is approximately 400 miles west of 
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Anchorage and is the region's largest village. 

Ntmivak Island is approximately 70 miles long and 50 miles wide, with 

an area of about 1,700 square miles or 1,109,387.7 acres. In-addition 

to the main island, the adjacent offshore waters contaL1 over SO smaller 

islands and rocks. The offshore area included in the withdrawal adds 

about 2,547,000 acres, making a total refuge area of 3,656,387 acres. 

This makes Nrmivak not only the largest island refuge, but also the 

second largest refuge in the National Wildlife Refuge System. Nunivak 

is also one of the few refuges to have jurisdiction over submerged lands, 

and able to provide protection to the critical estuarine zone! 

The island topography consists of a diversified coastal area with high 

sea cliffs on the west, miles of sand beach~s combined with magnificent 

dunes and larger saltwater lagoons on the 'south, rock:)r beaches w-ith 

numerous coves and bays to the east and north. The :lnterior contains 

an upland plateau-:-like area rising from the 500-:-to-800-foot elevation, 

rulminating in a mountainous area. Roberts Mountain reaches an elevation 

of 1,675 feet and is the highest point on the island. ·The motmtainous 

area was formed by volcanic action and contains several lava flcn.,-s and 

this is one of the island's most scenic features. The remaining .. land is 

composed of flat Qr rolling tundra interspersed ·,rith low hills, isolated 

· niouhtains and buttes, many small lci.kes, and over 70 streams and rivers. 

Ntmivak is one of many islands on the Bering Sea continental shelf· and 

geologically is part of the North .~erican Continent. Nunivak.is situated 
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in a late Cenozoic basaltic province. The island geology is knrn,n 

primarily from the work of Coonrad (1957) and Hoare (1968). This basaltic 

flow rests on Cretaceous sedimenta•ry deposits of continental origin as · 

evidenced by gently dipping plain extending from Nunivak to the continental · 

shelf. This shelf less than 100 feet deep beneath the Bering Sea. 

The earliest known volcanic activity was the eruption of alkalic basalt 

on the western tip of the island sorre 6.1 million years ago. Each successive 

volcanic action shifted progressively eastward,. the youngest activity taking 

place about 300,000 years ago. Even the lvaters adjacent to Nunivak, according 

to available hydrographic information, cover submarine volcanic cones. 

Roberts Mountain was formed by a series. qf Volcanic benches, with the top 

tf being the steep side of a ,breached crater. The .remainder consist of 

volcanic cones rising to some .500 feet above the central plains. To the · 

east the plain slopes off to beach cliffs under 50 feet in height. On 

the western coast. bluffs rise ab.ruptly from the· sea· to a height of 100 to 

200 feet. The abundance of polygonal columnals in these sea cliffs proclaim 

their volcanic origin. 

. . . 

Cretaceous sedimentary deposits crop out on· the ·north ;;ide of Nunivak. In 

these outcrops sedimentary occurrences of coal have been reported. Plant. 

fossils found on the north side are probably from the same area as the coal · 

deposits. 

Nunivak' s subarctic climate receives considerable influen<;:e from .the 
~. 

surrounding sea lvnich prodUces a relatively.stable temperature regi."!le. The 

island's mean annual temperature is 29 .degrees with mean daily temperatures 
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ranging from 10.5 degrees in January and February to 49.9 degrees in 

August. Fxtreme temperatures have been recorded, however, rw..ging 

frdm below -4 degrees F to over 70 degrees F. The frost-free period or 

growing season is 105 days. A 19-year summary of the climatological data 

for Nunivak Islc:nd is attached in Appendix B of this report. 

The surrounding sea has considerable effect on 1\\.mivak' s weather~ Rain 

and snowfall is heavier than in adjacent mainland areas. Skies are fre

quently overcast and dense fogs are common. Normally the late winter and' 

early spring months have the longest period of clear skies. The mean 

annual rainfall is 16 inches .with August, September and October considered 

the wettest months. Rain has been recorded every ·month of the year and 
-e snowfall in all but two months. Mean annual snO\vf~ll is 54.4 inches. 

J 

Duririg warm spells in winter' Nunivak is frequently subjected tq periods 

of freezing rain when the landscape is covered with a coat of ice.· This 

may happen several times and create a series of ice lenses in the snow. 

These ice layers may be as much as an inch thick, creating an almost 

impenetrable barrier to grazing animals seeking forage beneath· the snO\v ~ · 

Strong winds are corrnnon throughout the year, but are. usually more severe 
. . ' . 

from August through October, and February through April. Winter winds 

create severe blizzards with blowing snO\Y and zero visibilities. · 

The island's v~getation is, for the most part, of the dwarf arctic ttmdra 

fonn containing· a variety of lichens, grasses,· sedges, flmiers and shrubs~ 

-- There are no trees on. the . island .but willO\vs up to eight feet in height 

along some of the river courses are the tallest vegetation .. 
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Eelgrass is the mo!:;t i.TUportant species of lTl.arine flora. . The large beds 

that occur in the bays and lagoons represent an important food source 
... 

for migrant waterfowl as well as providing food and cover for a variety 

of marine organisms. 

Indigenous species of terrestrial mammals include the arctic and xed fox, 

mfuk, weasel, lennnings, mice and shrews. Reindeer and nruskox were intro-

duced in 1920 and 1935 respectively and are nav well established as part 

of the island's fauna. Marine mammals inhabiting the surrounding waters 

include walrus, whales, sea lions, and four species of seals. 

The island has considerable bird life, most of lmich is present only 

during the .j)tmnner months. Nuni vak Is sea bird rookeries are some of the 

e largest in Alaska and contain countless nlliill)ers of lllllrres' kittiwakes' 

puffins, connorants and auklets. Ducks and geese nest on the island in· 

relatively small numbers' but feed in the eelgrass beds and rich offshore 

waters. in large· numbers dtiring migration. Some species of sea ducks, 

notably harlequin and eider, are present nearly year-round lvherever there 

is open water. The island is also·host ·to swans,.·cranes, ptannigan, and 

a variety. of passerine and shorebirds. 

The freshwater streams and rivers provide habitat for all five species 

of Pacific salmon as lvell as resident populations of char. One stream 

contains grayling. Some of the freslnvater ponds and lakes contain populations 

of sticklebacks. and blackfish. The surrounding marine lvaters are rich in 

fish life, including halibut, flounder, tom cod, smelt, herring and a variety . 

· of scu~pins, and also contain king aild tanner crabs, clams, mussels 
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and cockles, especially in the intertidal area. 

As a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge Syst~~, the primary management 

objectives for Nunivak are: 

1. To preserve and protect the natural environment as a prerequisite to 

maintaining fish, wildlife, and other natural resource values. 

2. To provide the opportunity for wildlife- and wildlands-oriented recreation 

of a type and in a manner consistent with the purpose for lvhich the 

area was established. 

3. Provide for continued use of refuge habitats for grazing reindeer which 

provide an economic resource for residents of the island. 

4. Maintain populations of muskox and reindeer at levels which will permit · 

maximum sustained yield within the carrying capacity of their range. 

5. Expand understanding . and appreciation of wildlife and wildlands ecology 

and mall IS role in hiS enVironment by (a) establishing interpretive 

facilities and infonnal handout literature, and (b) encouraging 

scientific studies by teachers, students, scientists and other persons. 

6. PTovide maximum human benefits which include harvest of surplus and 

renewable resources for recreation and subsistence use. 
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ffili.PTER I I 
\VILDERi'JESS Srui:>Y OBJECfiVES 

-~ The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (Public Lmv 88-577), requires 

the Secreta1y of· the Interior to revim.; every roadless area of 5, 000 

contiguous acres or more and every roadless island lvithin the National 
' 

~ 

Wildlife Refuge System and, within ten years after the effective date 

of the Act, report to the President of the United States rds recamm-

endations as ~o the suitability or non-suitability of each such area 

or island as wilderness. In defining wilderness, the Act requires the 

review of roadless areas of less than 5,000 acres that are of sufficient 

size to make preservation practical. 

The principal objective of field inves'tigations was to evaluate at the 

direction of the Secretary of the Interior, the suitability or non-

suitability of the ~1mivak National Wildlife Refuge for inclusion in the 

National Wilderness Preservation System. _ In addition, field studieswere 

designed to: 

1. Clearly delineate and describe those areas •vithin the Refuge that 

were found to be suitable for consideration as 1vilderne,ss. 

2. Clearly delineate q.nd describe thqse areas w-ithin the Refuge that were 

found to be unsuitable as 1vilderness .. 

3. futermine whether classifying all or part of the Refuge as l~'ilderness 

would. be \vi thin and stipplemen.tal.to the purposes for whlch it was 

established and. is administered as a unit of the· National Wildlife 

Refuge System. 

4 •. futennirewhat. conflicts or benefits there might be if all or part of 

the Refuge were classified as wilderness by the Congress of the United 

States .. 
. . 

5. Identify and evaluate impacts on the human environment in the extent a 

wilderness proposal is made. 



-9-

O:IAPTER I I I 

. HISTORY 

Evidence obtained by archaeological excavations indicates that Nunivak .. 
Island has been continually occupied by Eskimos for at least 2,000 years 

(Nowak, 1970). This occupation period· consists of three principal phases. 

The earliest, or Norton phase, produced a maximum radio-carbon date to 

2100 years before present. The intennediate, or Nukle.et-like phase, dates 

back to 670 years ago. _The most recent or, Western Thule-like phase dates 

to 350 years before present and continued· to the time of contact. The 

effect of insular isolation has resulted in the development of a different 

dialect than spoken on the mainland.. It is likely that further study of 

archeaological sites will indicate occupation for a much longer period 

than the time supported by present evidence. This hypothesis is not 

without support as a site in nearby Bristol Bay exhibiting many similarities 
. . '' . 

in artifacts has been found to have a continual occupation period of 4,000 years. 

Nunivak Island just missed being discovered by the English explorer Captain 

James Cook in 1178. Cook reached. Cape Newenham in July of that. year ·and 
. . 

· intended to follow the coastline north ~hich would have brovght him in sight 

of the island. Hm.,rever, he experienced difficulty in sailing in the shallmv

waters of Kuskokwim Bay and put out to. sea. on a Iiorthlvesterly course, bypassed 
. . . . . 

Nunivak, and did not sight ·land again until reaching St. Matthew Island . 

. The island remained tni.discovered for another 43 . years lvhen in 1821 an . 
expedition by the Russiari.American Company led by Khromchenko in the brig 

. . . 

·GOLOVIN and Etolin in the cutter BAR-\NOV sailed in the Bering .Sea and re-

. e corded the sighting of Nunivak .. I(hromchenko claimed to have C.iscovered the 

island ·in the st..nrnD.:;r of 1821 but did not survey iL. Khromchenko sailed to 
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e Norton Smmd from Nunivak and on the return trip is szpposed to have defined 

Jnany landr11arks along the coast of Nunivak Island. · 

Captain A. K. Etolin, for whom Etolin. Strait is named, discovered Nunivak 

· the same stnnmer and followed along the north shore of the island where he met · 

with some of the residents. Etolin reported that there were 400 people living 

on the island in siXteen villages. and described them as follows: ''The 

Natives of Nunivak do not do very nruch hunting and trapping of furbearing 

animals in spite of the fact that there is considerable number of foxes on 

this island. Their main occupation is hunting hair seals, wolverines, cari

bous, and catching fish found· in the sea not far offshore. These islanders 

lead a sedentary life, coming to the mainland in the summer to barter seal 

skins, blubber and a few foxes for tobacco from the local Natives. They are 

e Very little acqua~nted With the USe Of dry goods and. d0 nOt USe it for ClOtheS • II 

The next recorded visit was that of Dr. William Healy Dall in 1874. Dall 

made geological .observations on the northeastern portion of the island. He · 

commented that .the people seemed to have fewer trade goods· than other. 

Alaskan Natives with whom he was familiar (Van Stone, 1954). 

The Eleventh Census in 1891 produced the· first detailed observations of the 

island and its people. Ivan Petroff, arriving on the U. S. Revenue steamer 

CORWIN, was lande.d on Cape Mendenhall and from there .worked his l-iay around 

the island by kayak. Petroff covered most of the island and his census. 

report lists . nine villages and a few small settlements ld th a . popUlation of 

559 and an estimated island population of 700. 

e ·Even after the island was discovered and its location plotted on marine charts, 

it was seldom visited by vessels trading in the Be;ring Sea. Sailing routes 
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e were generally further to the west and after a number of whaling vessels 

were l'iTecked off the coast in the 1890's, sailors learned to give the island 

wide birth. 
• 

In 1899, 1900, and 1902,' the Revenue Cutter coruqiN and the Coast and Geodetic 

_Survey vessel ~ING explored the shoreline and plotted the position of shoals 

and rocks. Editions of the U. S. Coast Pilot as late as 1954 warned that 

the area should be approached with extreme caution. 

Actual on-the-island contact with Europeans was probably minimal rmtil the 

Lomen Brothers introduced reindeer in 19 20 and the building of an Alaska 

Native Service School in 1923. However, the effect of contact was felt by 

the islanders through trade with other Native groups _and white traders in the 

Yukon, Kuskokwim and Bristol Bay areas. 

Epidemics during the early 1900's that originated on the mainland and carried . 

to the island had a drastic. effect on the population. l~en the. ethnographer 

. Dr. Margaret Lantis worked on the island in 1939-40, the population was 

estimated to be slightly rmder 200. This is a considerable decline from the 

population mentioned by Petroff in 1891. 

The population continu~d to· decline and reached a low of about 150 in the 1950's. 

Follrnving this low, the populati~n increased to slightly over 300 in the mid 

1960's and then again declined to the population of 249 recorded in 1970. 

. . 

Currently the entire population lives year-round in the village of Mek,oiyuk, 

a fourth-class city located on the west shore of Shoal Bay near the north-: 

east end of the island .. The village e..'<tends for approximately 1,500 

feet along a high bank overlooking the entrance to the bay and about 900 
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feet inland from the beach. 

Fifty-seven houses were counted in the 1970 census, but since then 

additional houses, including 33 new homes now under construction, have 

been added. Other buildings in the village include a six-teacher BIA 

·school with an enrollment of approximately 100 students, a National Guard 

Annory, Electrical Power Plant, church, comnunity well, Native Cooperative 

Store, pool hall, arid the Reindeer Project facilities. All the village 

property and buildings with the · exception of the school are on refuge lands. 

The island's only road connects the village to the 3,550-foot runway 

approximately 4 miles west of town. This is the only landing field on the 

island. 

Mekoryuk is served by one scheduled airline with a twice-weekly schedule .. 

Charte~ed air service to Mekoryuk is also available from Bethel. Heavy 

freight and fuel is de1i vered to the village by the BL\ vessel NORTH STAR 

or by barge line operating out of .Bethel. . In lrinter; heavy freight can be 

brought in only· by air. 



-13-

CHA.PI'ER IV 

LAND SI'A'IUS 

Specific legislation affecting 1\md¥ak Island in the order of occurrenc~ 

follows. Copies of pertinent legislation are appended to this report 

(Appendix A). 

1. Executive Order 5095, dated April 15, 1929, and signed by President 

Herbert Hoover, established the Nunivak Island Reservation. The EO 

withdrew the. lands on Nunivak Island from all forms of appropriation, 

except lilinini; and mineral leasing laws, which were not mentioned in 

2. 

the Act. The establishment of the reservation shall not interfere 

with the use of the island for lighthouse, military, or Naval purposes, 

or the construction of schools, buildings, or· other improvements by 

the Bureau of Education. 

EXecutive Order 5289, dated March 4; 1930, and signed by President Herbert 

Hoover, reserved lands in Native villages. for educational purposes. The 

Act specifies that up to 40 acres be set apart for education and erection 

of school buildings. 

3. Executive Order 54'70,. dated October 22·, 1930, and signed by President 

Herbert Hoover, enlarged Nunivak Island Reservation to include Triangle 

and all small unnamed islands and rocks adjacent, and all adjacent· 
. . . . . 

waters located ·in latitude 60°W of Greenwich in the B'ering Sea. 
. ' . . . . 

4. Presidential Proclamation 2416~ .dated July 30, 1940, published in the 

Federal Register, Voluroe 4, no. 17, changed the name to Nunivak 

National Wildlife Refuge .. 

5. Public Land Order. 1177, dated Jtine 28, 1955, lvithdre\v 5.6 acres of 
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public .lands near . the village of Mekoryuk for. school purposes . 

Public Land Order 3987, dated April 15, 1966, revoked prior .lrit.hdrro"als 

wholly or in part and withdrew specific lands for school purposes. 

7. Memorandtnn dated August 1, 1968', from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

transferring·3.33 acres of school land at Nash Harbor to the Bureau 

of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

8. Public Law 92-203, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, dated 

December 18, 1971, allows the Natives of Mekoryuk to select and obtain 

fee title to t.~ree townships of land from 'rithin the refuge. These 

selections will be made from lands contiguous to the village as shown 

on the status map (Figure 1). Selections nrust be made by December 

18, 1974, and, therefore, a determination cannot be made at this t-ime 

as to which lands will be affected. 

The Act also provides that the Secretary ef the Interior is authorized 

to withdraw and convey to appropriate Native regional corporations fee 

title to existing cemetery sites and historical places. The Secretary 

may convey, to a Native, upon application within t\vo years of the. enact

ment of the Act, the surface estate not to exceed 160 acres of land occupied 
. . . . . . 

by the Native as a primary place of residence on August 31, 1971. 

9. Natives .have filed for 7 parcels of refuge land totalling 575 acres (Table 

1) under terms of the Native Allotment Act of May 17, 1906, amended 

(U. S.C. 357, 357a, 357b 1958). ''This Act authorizes the Secretary 

of the Interior to allot not to exceed 160 cicres of vacant, unappropriated, 

and unreserved non-min~ral land in Alaska ...... to any Indian, 

Aleut, or Eskimo of full or mixed blood who resides in and is 



Table 1. Native allotments filed under the Native Allotment Act of 1906. 

BLM FILE 
NUMBER LEGAL DESCRIPTION SEC TNSP RNG ACRES CLAIMANT 

RESIDENCY 
CLAIM 
DATE 

F 17 4 70 . . SWl/ 4NE1/ 4, SEl/ 4NW1/ 4, . Jesse Moses January 
. NEl/ 4SW1/ 4, NWl/ 4SE1/ 4 35 3S lOOW 160 Bethel, Ak. 1921 . 

----------------------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------

F 18463 Sl/ 2NE1/ 4NE1/ 4 
.Nl/2NE1/4SE1/4 
SW1/4NE1/4 36 . 3S lOOW 80 . Rex Mathlaw, Sr. February 

Bethel, Ak. 1923 
.. 

.. NEl/ 4NE1/ 4 24 3N 98W 40 

--- -~- ----- __ l?~!'!!~~- ~!~~~1::'!~~--- -------- __ ._! ---- P:J- __ !Q~l::'- ---- -~~- ---------------------------------
F 18012 SEl/ 4 1 ,2N lOOW 160 Edna Mathlaw July 1, 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------~~!~~!!-~~: _______ !~~! ____ _ 
F 16843 Wl/ 2SW1/ 4 24 3N 99W 40 Enuna Moses August 1, 

-------------~!~~~!~ ~- ------------------- -~~-- --~ ___ ·_ ~~1::'.: ----- ~Q-- ---- -~~!ti~! !_ ~:- ------ _!~~?. ----
Total acreage involved 575 

I 
~ 
U1 
I 
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a Native of Alaska, and who ·is the head of a family, or is twenty-

one years of age." 

This and other Indian allotment" lcnvs were extinguished by the Alaska 

Native ClaimS Settlement Act of 1971 (P.L. 92-203). Claim applications 

under the Native Altotment Act were accepted by the Bureau of Indian 
. -

Mfairs until midnight of December 18, 1971, however. 

It is noteworthy that under this Act an application for a Native 

allotment must make s~tisfactory proof of substantially continuous · '. - . ·-

use and occupancy of the land for a period of five years by him. 
/" 

The tenn "substantially continuous use and occupancy" contemplates the 

customary seasonality of use and occupancy by the applicant of any 

land used by him for his livelihood and wellbeing and that of his family. 

It is .not ·known at this time whether these allotment claims have 

legal merit and the Bureau of· Land Management reports that it may 

be a number of years before such a detenninati9n can be made. All 

but claim number F-18012 lists residency prior to withdrawal of 

Nuriivak Island fron:- the public domain on October 22, 1930. 

10. July 21, 1972, confirmation from U. S. Solicitor that Executive Order 

54 70 · dated October 22, 19 30, also includes . the surrmmding tidelands 

as being within the Nunivak Refuge boundaries. 
. . 

The following agreements issued by the Bureau of Sport fisheries and 

Wildlife affect lands near the village of .Mekoryuk: 

1. Special-Use Pennit 28739, dated ~1arch 1~ 1959, allrnved the Department 

of the Army to use 0. 32 acres of land for a National Guard Armory._ 
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e· permit is effective from January 1~ 1959 to December 31, 1979. 

••• 

2. Right-of-way Grant F-12541, dated May 20, 1970, provided easerrent 

for electrical facilities for an indefL~ite period . 
.. 

3. Special-use Permit dated September .26, 1966,allowing the removal 

of gravel for surfacing the road beU.1ee:ri Mekoryuk and the airport 

(approx. · 3 ITttles). Gravel must be obtained from beaches betlveen 

Mekoryuk and the first bay to the wesnqard but not from l'.'ithin the 

bay. Permit effective until revoked. 

4. Right-of-way grant, dated June 22, 1972,pTovided an easement to the 

State of Alaska, Department of Highways for a road between Mekoryuk 

and the airport . 
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A. WILDLIFE 

1. Larid Mammals 

a. Muskox 

-18-

'rnAPI'ER v 

RESOURCES 

.. 

(1) History: . In Alaska, nruskox were originally fmmd only 

along the Arctic Slope and probably were never abundant. 

Reports conflict as to the date of the last, recorded Alaskan 

nruskox. , The generally-accepted date is 1865, when a herd of 

13 was killed by Eskimos near Barrow. However, there is 

another report of a herd of 15 to 20 being killed by two 

Frenclunen near Chandalar Lake in 1898. Most records of 

their occurrence , in Alaska .are based on the recovery of a 

few skulls and in the traditions of the· Eskimos. 

•' 

Iri 1930, Congress appropriated funds for the reintroduction 

of muskox to Alaska. TI1e appropriation provided .for the 

purchase of thirty animals to be placed at the Biological 

Survey ExperiJnent Station of', the U. , S .. Department. of Ag.riC\11 ture 

at the University of Alaska for domestication· studies. The 

purpose given for the reintroduction of nruskox was .uvofold; 

namely, "(1) to aid in conserving a species threat~ned \rith 

extinction and (2) to study the po~sibility of domestication 

and b:reeding of muskox with a vimv- of making greater economic , 

use of the vast forage resource of northern Alaska." 
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A total of 34 calves and yearlings were captured in Greenland 

and shipped to College, 3;,rri \ring there on November 5, 19 30. 

The animals were held at the University of Alaska for study 

until transferred to Nunivak Island in 1935 and 1936. 

(2) Population: In the summer of 1935, four adult animals, 

two bulls and two cows, l'iere transferred .from Fairbanks to 

Nunivak. The following summer the remaining 27 animals at 

the University of Alaska were released on the island. Initial 

survival of the 31 animals was good and the production of c8lves 

high .. Records of early growth in the herd indicate that by 

1938 there were 52 animals and probably as many as 76 by .1941. 

During the 1940's, however, the population apparently suffered . 

severe losses and in 1947, only 49 animals could be found. 

These .losses coincided with a series of winters with ahnonnally. 

deep snow. During the same period, reindeer herds suffered 

major losses on Nunivak, St~ Paul, and· Nelson Islands. From 

1947.to 1965; the h~rd grew.rapidly,reaching a peak population 

of about 750 in·l968, although, since 1968, the rate of increase 

. has declined and this .factor' coupled with heavy mortality and . 

transplants, has reduced the herd to about 500 animals by 1972 

(Tahie 2). 

This decrease has been due ·in part to a decline in calf production. 

The herd .had increased at an average of 16% eachyear between 

1947 and 1968, reaching a high of 21% in 1965. Since 1965, ·the 



Table 2. Surnrna:ry of Muskox Censuses, 1965-1972. 

·4 years 
Date of Survey M F 

Summer Censuses 2 · 

July 1965 100 
July 1966 
July 1967 141 

·July 1968 228 
Julyl969 221 
July 1970 
Sept 1971 230 

Winter Censuses3 

March 1966 143 161 
April1968 209 150 
Feb 1970 221 140 
March i971 252 . 83 
April 1972 214 121 

3 years 
M F 

54 11 
44 52 
32 44 
13 26 
6 12 

2 years 
M F 

I 

63 45 
23 31 
5 5 

19 20 

Yearling 
or calf 

lOS 
110 
120 
100 

84 
so 
71 

. 85 
110 

78 
32 .. 

. 69 

Not 
Classified 

306 
459 
390 
386 
288 
447 
239 

Total 

514 
569 
651 
714 
593 
497 
540 

32 486 
673 

24. 593 
75 491 
21 483 

Estimated 
Mortality! 

39 
45 
30 

.w 22 
153 

59 
28 

!Mortality est~nate by difference in annual censuses corrected for the number of calves born and 
animals removed in transplants. 

2only bulls and calves can be identified with certainty on summer (aerial) censuses. 

\rinter censuses conducted before period ~f highest winter mortality. 

I 
N 
0 
I 
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~ 

percentage of calves has decreased each year, reaching a lrnv 

of 10% in 1970. In 1971, calves made ~~ 13% cf the herd, only 
! 

a slight increase in an othenvise downward trend . 
.. 

There are other important factors contributing to the decline 

of the herd; namely, a deteriorating ~~inter range, weather, 

and distortion of sex ratios caused by higher winter loss of 

cows than bulls and preferential selection of females for 

transplants. Table 3 illustrates the population trends 

since 1936. 

(3) Mortality: Dead animals are recorded during. annual surveys 

and are reported by student investigators and island residents. 

This provides a good record of muskox mortality. This is 

further augmented by nearly 100% accuratecounts of the total 

irnlskox population -each year~· This count, when compared with 

the previous year's, provides ·an exaHlerit record of mortality. · 

Since the introduction, natural mortality has acc:ounted for 

over 380 animals, IV"i th over 240 of the losses. having occured 

since 1968. · 

Since there are no predators of nfuskox on the island, ~li 

. mi.tural_losses can be attributed .to accidents, starvation, and 

' debility UsUally associated with old. age. Accidents are one 

of the major causes of loss and niost can be attributed to animals 

wandering ol:It ·onto the sea ice. . On ·a number of occasions , 

nruskox have been observed on the sea ice and floating on ice cakes. 



lspring census taken iri April of 19 72 : · 
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Carcasses have also been found washed up on the shores of the 

adjacent mainland. Hm'l many animals are lost in this manner 

each year is not known, but in some years this may account 

for over half the natural mortality. The difference between 

the 1968 and 1969 census indicated that 153 animals had been 

lost. ·As only a small fraction of these losses could be 

accounted·for from carcasses found on the island, it is assumed 

that many of the animals were lost on the sea ice. 

Other accidents include falls from cliffs, drmvnings· iri rivers 

and bays, miring in bogs and fighting. Of these losses, falls 
. . 

from cliffs probably account for the gre~test number, partic-

ularly on the west end of the island where large snow cornices 

fonn on the tops of 200-foot cliffs .. · Five drownings and four 

deaths from being mired in a bog have been recorded. 

' . 

Starvation. is also a major cause ~f death, due to a combination 

of factors, principally weather and range conditions. Food is 

plentiful in summer when muskox range the entire ·island, but· 

in winter they are confined to areas adjacent to high cliffs 

or sand dunes where prevailing \vindS uncover forage. Such 

areas are limited, and available habitat may not exceed 4 ,ooo· 

acres .. · Elsewhere, the snow is deep and packed so finn by wind 

that it can support the \'Ieight of 1:!. ·man or a muskox. Icing 

·conditions may occur with mid-winter thaws or rains,p~oducing 

a surface comparable to concrete through which no animals, 

·including reindeer, can pa\v for food. A severe \vinter with deep 
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snow or icing conditions can reduce this already critical forage 

area, causing a hea\] mortalit)T • 
.. 

Winter mortality corresponds to weather conditions and the size 

of the population. Since 1965 the winter kill has ranged from 

28 to 153 animals. As a result of heavy snrn.; and severe icing 

during the 1971-72 winter, it is estimated that mortality will 
I 

· exceed 7 5 animals. This reduction is necessary for the 

security of the herd and protection of the range, but population 

control by starvation of a Nationally Unique Species can in no 

way be considered a good management technique. 

(4) Distribution: Muskox distribution on the island is 

determined largely by the seasonal differences in habitat 

conditions which effect movement and range occupancy. Since 

the time of their introduction, large areas of the island have · 

received little or no use, while other areas, such as Cape 

Mohican and the Cape Mendenhall sand dunes, have always · been 

favored locations. Palmer ~d Rouse noted that in the 1940's 

the animals were confined to_the dry tundra range at the 1vest 

· end qf the island ·and to the sand dime type on the south side of 

the island. . Wet tundra areas liere avoided. Soon after their 

introduction, Palmer reported-a group of nruskox on Twin Mountain. 

~~kox have been seen regularly in that area ever since. The 
. . 

TivinMountain-Cape Corwin area has now become a major summer 

range with large numbers_ seen there in 1964-1966. 
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· Areas of the island. avoided by most muskox are the priin.arily 

·wet ttmdra areas between Nash Harbor and Mekoryuk, and the 

central interior areas. The northeast portion of the island 

from Cape Etolin to Twin Mountain does not receive as much use 

as the western and southern areas. 

Distribution of muskox differs considerably benveen summer 

and winter (Figures 2 and 3) . In· most winters, muskox are 

. concentrated along the coast of the island, along the northwestern 

bluffs and southern sand dunes. Winter surveys (March) show 

highest concentrations of muskox in the Cape Mohican and Cape 

Mendenhall . areas. Most animals in winter ·are found within one 

mile of the coast. Usually very fe\'l animals are observed in 

the interior, although, in 1971, when snov.rfall was extremely 

light and icing negligible, a number of animals \vere folind 

in the interior where they foraged on mountain slopes that 

were nearly bare of snow. 

Another exception is intenri:i ttent use of :Muskox :Mountain for 

. many years by groups of bulls. Areas with the largest number 

of herds in winter include the dune area beuveen Cape Conrin 

and Bangookbit Dunes, Mikisagimiut to Dooksook Lagoon and 'rith 

smaller groups on the coast beuveen ITioori 'Butte and Jayalik 

River on the southern caost and benveen Ahdingamiut and 

Kamirukmiut on the northern coast. 

J 
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Figure 2.. Distribution of :Muskox in July, 1968, typical of summer dispersal patterns. 
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Figure 3. Distribution of Muskox in March 1968, with concentration in confined areas of winter range. 
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In winter, muskox tend to occupy points and projections of the 

coast. Small offshore islands are occupied to such an extent 

that animals have been stranded on these islands when the sea 

ice melts in the spring. Stranded muskox have spent most of 

the summer on these islands with no reported ill effects. 

In spring, the herds disperse and greatly increase their 

movements. In surrnner, this movement is mainly along stream 

drainages. At this time, animals can be fotmd throughout the 
' . 

island except for .the motmtainous interior •. Few animals remain 

along the coast except along the northwestern bluffs which 

are occupied to some extent year-round. In general, summer 

distribution is only an extension of the winter distribution, 

.with the northcentral and northeast interior having the fewest 

animals and the northwest and southeast having the most. 

Seasonal movements of up to 100 miles have been recorded in Cana~, 

but movements on Nunivak are nruch more restricted due to the 

. proximity of winter and surrnner ranges. Hm.,rever, animals markeC!. 

in the south dnnes have subsequently been .observed in all other 

regions .of the island. . Mobility is nruch .lm\"er in winter than . 

in surrnner. Herds will frequently feed in one place for many days 

and may use a relatively small area during a major portion of. 

the winter. 
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In summer, daily travel of two to t..1.ree iniles is common and 

the entire island may be traversed during the course of the 
~ 

season. There is some sexual segregation in summer when 

single and small bull groups leave the herd. These animals 

may w~der extensively. Very old bulls are less prone to 

wander and may remain in wintering areas. 

b. Reindeer 

(1) History and population: Reindeer w~re placed on the island. 

in 1920 and filled the niche left bynative caribou which, accord

ing to Eskimo legend, walked away into the sky about 1880. The . 

original introduction of 81 animals was made by the Lemen Reindeer 

Company of Nome. By 1925, the herd totalled 578 deer and at that· 

time, ten caribou bulls were introduced by the Bureau of 

Biological Survey to begin cross breeding experiments. · In 1928, · 

an additional 528 female reindeer were· introduced. Carrying 

capacity of the range at that time was estimated to be 40,000 

head. The herd contained 17,000 head when the U. S. Government 

purchased Lemen's holdings in 1939 and the management was turned· 

over to the Bureau of Indian Affairs. In 1939, . the carrying 

capacity of the range was estimated to be about 25,000, but it was 

recommended that the herd be.reduced to 10,000-to-17,000 head 

to safeguard against competition with the recently'introduced 

muskox. 

No accurate c~nsuses were conducted. during the 1940's, but it 

is believed the herd may have increased to more than 30 '000 
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animals. A series of severe winters in the mid-40 1 s caused 

heavy n1ortality, with on~y about 4,000 rernainii'1g. The range 
.. 

was severely damaged and in 1948 it was recommended that the herd, 

then estimated at 7,000 to 10,000 head, be reduced to 3,000. 

In the 1950 1 s the herd again increased and by 1959 it was 

estimated to number about 13,000 head. The rate of butchering 

under the direction of BIA was increased from 658 deer in 1957 

to 1,636 in 1959. In addition, 200 to 300 deer lvere taken 

annually by residents for subsistence purposes. 

The herd again declined in the 1960's from an estimated 

population of 16,000 in 1960 to 10,000 in 1969. The average 

summer slaughter was 1,882 deer 'vith a winter kill from 300 to 

500 deer. In 1970, ·the refuge staff obtained an aerial photo 

count of 5,600, with a maximum estimated population of 6,000 

prior to the summer butchering of 1, 362 deer. The herd .was . 

turned over to the village in 1970, rmder the direction of the 

village corporation, Bering Sea Reindeer Products~ In the 1972 

survey conducted by the corporation, 3, 691 deer \vere counted 

and the tot81 her~ was estimated to contain approximately 4,000. 

(2) Distribution: During summer, reindeer fonn into large herds 

and, while a few .small groups can be found, the major portion 

of the population generally occurs in herds. of several hundred 

to several thousand. Movement during the summer may be ~"tensiv.e, 

1vi th daily travel being as much as 20 to 40 miles. This movement 

is strongly influenced by weather and insect activity, wi.th the 
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greatest movement usually occurring on hot, \'lindless days when 

flies ~~d other biting insects are most active. There is same 
.. 

yearly variation, but for the most part during the stmnner the 

animals occupy th~ southern and ,.,estern areas of the island. 

. . 
The distribution of reindeer changes in the '\'linter. Animals 

range primarily in lowlands bordering the southeast or northern 

portions of the island, although scattered gro-uPs may be found 

throughout t.'he island. During the winter months, reindeer occur 

in small scattered groups or in _large, widely dispersed herds, 

rather than in the closer-knit, large concentrations of summer. 

The animals also tend to be somewhat more sedentary than in the 

e summer. 

c. Furbearers 

.Mink, weasel, red and arctic foxes are the only furbearing 

animals on,the island. Populatioil_size of these species is not 

known, but in the case of mink and weasel is probably not large. 

On_the other hand, the fox population is quite variable .. Of the 

two species, the red fox is the more numerous . During periods 
. '. ', . . ' 

·. of high populations, red fox become extremely ab~d.ant and it 

is possible to see several at orie time among the dunes on . the . 
. . . 

southern portion of the island. The red fox is not so valued for 

its pelt as is the. arctic fox, and therefore the population is 

regulated more by nature than by man. The high fox population is .· 

usually associated with a high rodent population. Cra.Shes or 
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die-offs generally follow a decline in the rodent populat1on, 

or, not infrequently, are the result of a rabies epideniic. 

Arctic fox are resdient; but there may also be recruitment to 

the population by animals reaching the island via the pack ice. 

Harvest of foxes varies with population, fur prices, and other 

factors. Trapping usually has negligible influence on the 

population, and weather and available food are probably the 

most important factors regulating its size. Local residents 
. . ' 

believe there is competition between the t\om species and that 

the red fox will drive out the arctic fox. 

Rodents 

The species of rodents on Nunivak are imperfectly known, but 

at least three species have been recorded and there is a 

possibility that one or two others may occur • Species that 

have been recorded include the common shrew, collared lemming, 

and brown lennning. The latter is of ·a race apparently 

· restricted to Nunivak. Two other species,. the red-backed 

vole and tundra vole, are common on the adjacent maiilland 

and may occur on Nuni vak. 

2. Marine Mannnals 

a. Sea Lion 

Sea lions occur in the waters surrounding Nunivak during periods 
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of-open water. There are two haul-out areas on the island, 

one at Nabangoyak Rock on the \vest side and the other on the 

south side near the mouth of the Binajoaksmiut River. Sea 

lions are not abtmdant on these areas, probably numbering 

fewer than 250. 

b. Walrus 

A few walrus occasionally· haul out on Nunivak and many may 

pass close by the . island on their way north in the spring. 

Probably the majority of the walrus pass through Etolin 

·Strait between Nunivak and tlie mainland. Walrus are hunted 

by the residents among the ice floes and open leads in the spring,. 

but the harvest is small with usually felver than ten animals 

taken amman y. 

c. Seals 

The four species of seals occurring in the waters surrounding 

Nunivak include the harbor seal, ribbon seal, ringed seal and. 

bea.rded seal. Of these, the harbor seal is by far thE;l .most· 

abundant and most utilized by the residents. The bearded 

seal is the most prized becaUse of its large size and the 

quality of its skin for making mukluk soles. The ribbon 

seal is classified as a rare species and, while not. abundant 

in Nunivak's waters, is not tmcommon. 
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The population of seals~is not known, nor is' the harvest. 

However, seals are taken at every opportunity by the residents, 

who rely on these animals for both food and clothing ... 

d. Whales 

The residents have commonly reported observations of whales 

, near the shores of Nunivak Island, but were unable to identify 

the species. Whales which occur in the Bering Sea and are 

likely to be seen in Nunivak's waters include the gray, 

, fin-backed, sei, little piked, blue, humpbacked, bm<~head, 

northern right, Pacific killer, B~ird's beaked, speilll and 

beluga. 

The Committee on Rare and Endangered Speci~s in the United 

States lists the blue and humpbacked whales as endangered, \vhile 

. the gray and bowhead are classified as rare. 

3. Birds 

A total of 96 species have been listed as occurring or believed 

to occur on Nunivak Island (Appendix C). All but 12 of these 

species were identified by C. G. Harold (Si<~ar·th, 1934), who spent 

the period· of June 30 to November 6, 1927, on the island. Since 

.then no competent ornithologist has spent more than a few days 

on the island. Because of the la~k of observations, particularly 

during the early spring and fall migration periods, it is quite 
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probable that there are other species present '~hich have 

not been identified. 

During the spring and fall migration, Nunivak is host to a nuniber 

of birds, ~orne of which spend only a few days to a few weeks before 

moving on. Others (53 species) nest on the island in stnmner and 

return to w·anner climates with their young in the fcil.l. Only 

nine species remain on the island or nearby \vaters throughout the 

greater part of the year. 

a. Waterfowl 

Six species of geese and 15 species of duckjhave been recorded 

on· the island. Black brant and emperor are the most abundant 

geese, particularly during fall migrations ,,hen they ma1ce 

use of the extensive eelgrass beds in the lagoons and bays 

along the southern and western coastal .areas. Over 18,000 
. . . 

brant were counted in these bays in August ·1968. While 

emperors are relatively corrnnon nesters, very felv brant nest 

on the island. ·r,vo ·races ofCanada geese, Branta canadensis 

. taverneri and B .. c. minima, also utilize the island primarily 

. during .migration,· although both sUbspecies do nest· in limited· 
. ' ·. . . . . . . . 

nunibers. The larger taverneri favor the . interior portion of 

the island where several thousand spend ·the stnmner near the 

larger lakes. ll/hite.,.fronted .geese are rarely seen and then. 

mainly during the fall migration. Snow geese returning from 
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nesting grounds on Russia's Wrangell Island in the fall 

sometimes stop briefly on Nunivak. 

The Steller's, king, common and spectacled eiders can be 

found during any period of . the year, whenever there is any 

open water around the island. In the spring and again in 

the fall, tremendous flocks of eiders pass by enroute to 

their nesting or \vintering grounds. The oldsq:uaw and harle-

quin ducks also spend the period of open water near the island. 

Pintails are the 1nost abundant puddle duck and probably 

the most abundant of all nesting waterfmvl. 

b. Seabirds · 

Nunivak's sea bird rookeries are some of the largest in North 

America. 1Vhile scattered nesting colonies occur at many 

locations around the island, the largest concentration of 

birds can be seen along the cliffs on the western and south

western coasts (Figure 4). The approximately 12-milesection 

of cliffs extending from Cape Mohican and Datheekook ·Point 

and the 2-to-3-mile area Iiearingi Butte are packed wing-tip

to-wing-tip with nestini sea birds •.. Black...; legged .kittilvakes 

and connnon murres are by far the niost ntimerdus of the variety 

of species utilizing these rookeries .. Numerous, but less 

abundant species, include. the pelagic cormorant, horned and 
. . . . 

tufted puffins, parakeet and .cres·ted auklets, . and pigeon· guillemot. 
. . ~ -



-38-

c. Shorebirds· .. 
A variety of shorebirds visit ~\miva~some to nest, others 

stopping for only a brief period to rest and feed. A number 

of these birds come from ·wintering areas far to the south, 

east and west, i.~., golden plovers, pectoral sandpipers, 

dmvitchers, and northern phalaropes from South America; 

bristle-thighed curlews from Fiji and Sarno~; sharp-tailed 

sandpipers, bar-tailed godwits and.red phalaropes from New 

Zealand·and Australia. 

d. Passeriri.es 
. 

The beaches, sea cliffs, ttmdrc;~. and willow-lin~d streams . 

attract a variety of small birds. Many of these birds are 

common to Alaska and the "lower 48 states11
, while others 

come from the Old World. Some of the Old Korld birds occur 

only as infrequent strays lvhile others like the yellmv wagtail 

are common nesters. The McKay's snmv btmting, which nests 

. , only on the Bering Sea National Wildlife Refuge, consisting 

of St. Matthelv and Hall Islands, commonly lrinters on Nunivak. 

e. · Hmvks and owls 

The gyrfalcon and sharp-shinned hmvk. are the only hm.;ks ldlich 

have been observed on the island. The fanner is resident and 

nests on.the island in lmv numbers while the latt~r occurs 

only rarely in migration. Although not recorded, it is likely .· 
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that either or both bald and golden eagles occasionally 

reach Nunivak, as both have been observed on nearby Nelson 
~ . 

Island. Two species of owls, the short-eared and snowy, occur 

with their rrumbers varying in direct. :relat:j.cin tq the rodent 

population. 

f. Other species 

Whistling swan, lesser sandhill crane, rock and willow 

ptarmigan, and raven also nest on the island. Of these 

species, only the raven stays year-roti.nd. . The ptarmigan 

generally leave the island in early winter and spend the 

period of coldest weather in the shelter of \rillows and 

·spruce on the ma;inland, returning to the island in early 

spring. 

4. Fish 

Nuniyak' s many rivers, lakes, and niarine ~vaters contain a. variety 

of. fish.· Five .species of salmon, along \vith Dolly Varden 

and arctic char spawn in the island's rivers and one river contains 

a small population of grayling. · Stickleback and blackfish inhabit 

marty of the streams, ponds and lakes. ·Saltwater fish . include 

halibut' flounder' herring' S1Uel t' tom cod' sculpms . and other .. 

species common to the Bering Sea. The total number 9f species 

occurring on the island arnin the adjacent \vaters is not kn0\\'11, 

although 19 5pecies \vere · identifi~ during the 1965 fishery survey 

I 
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nesting grounds on Russia's Wrangell Island in the fall 

sometimes stop briefly on Nunivak. 

The Steller's, king, common and spectacled eiders can be 

found during any period of . the year, whenever there is any 

open water around the island. In the spring and again in 

the fall, tremendous flocks of eiders pass by enroute to 

their nesting or \vintering grounds. The oldsq:uaw and harle-

quin ducks also spend the period of open water near the island. 

Pintails are the 1nost abundant puddle duck and probably 

the most abundant of all nesting waterfmvl. 

b. Seabirds · 

Nunivak's sea bird rookeries are some of the largest in North 

America. 1Vhile scattered nesting colonies occur at many 

locations around the island, the largest concentration of 

birds can be seen along the cliffs on the western and south

western coasts (Figure 4). The approximately 12-milesection 

of cliffs extending from Cape Mohican and Datheekook ·Point 

and the 2-to-3-mile area Iiearingi Butte are packed wing-tip

to-wing-tip with nestini sea birds •.. Black...; legged .kittilvakes 

and connnon murres are by far the niost ntimerdus of the variety 

of species utilizing these rookeries .. Numerous, but less 

abundant species, include. the pelagic cormorant, horned and 
. . . . 

tufted puffins, parakeet and .cres·ted auklets, . and pigeon· guillemot. 
. . ~ -



Figure 4. Location of major sea bird rookeries. -
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c. Shorebirds· .. 
A variety of shorebirds visit ~\miva~some to nest, others 

stopping for only a brief period to rest and feed. A number 

of these birds come from 1vi.ntering areas far to the south, 

east and west, i.~., golden plovers, pectoral sandpipers, 

dmvitchers, and northern phalaropes from South America; 

bristle-thighed curlews from Fiji and Sarno~; sharp-tailed 

sandpipers, bar-tailed godwits and red phalaropes from New 

Zealand·and Australia. 

d. Passerines 
. 

The beaches, sea cliffs, tundra and mllow-lined streams . 

attract a variety of small birds. Many of these birds are 

common to Alaska and the "lower 48 states11
, while others 

come from the Old World. Some of the Old World birds occur 

only as infrequent strays 1vhile others .like the yellmv wagtail 

are common nesters. The McKay's snm.,r bunting, ·which nests 

. , only on the Bering Sea National Wildlife Refuge, consisting 

of St. Matthe~.,r and Hall Islands, commonly winters on Nunivak. 

e. · Hmvks and owls 

The gyrfalcon and sharp-shinned hawk. are the only hm.;ks 1dlich 

have been observed on the island. The former is resident and 

nests on the island in lmv numbers while the latter occurs 

only rarely in migration. .1\ithough not recorded, it is likety 
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that either or both batd and·golden eagles occasionally 

reach Nunivak, as both have been observed on nearby Nelson . . 

Island. Two species of owls, the short-eared and snowy, occur 

with their in.nnbers varying in direct. relation tq the rodent· 

population. 

f. Other species 

Whistling swan, lesser sandhill crane, rock and willow 

ptannigan, and raven also nest on the island. Of these 

species, only the raven stays year-round. . The ptarmigan 

generally leave the island in early winter and spend the 

period of coldest weather in the shelter of \villows and 

spruce on the mainland,· returning to the island in early 

spring. 

4. Fish 

Nuniyak' s. many rivers, lakes, and marine ~vaters contain ·a variety 

of fish.· Five .species of salmon, along \vith Dolly Varden 

and arctic char spawn in the island's rivers and one river contains 

a small population of grayling. Stickleback and blackfish inhabit 

marty of the streams, ponds and lakes. ·Saltwater fish include 

halibut, flounder, herring, 5lllel t, tom cod, sculpiris and other . · 

species common to the Bering Sea. The total number 9f species 

occurring on the island 3n:lin the adjacent \vaters is not kno\,'11, 

although 19 5pecies were identified during the 1965 fishery survey 
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conducted by the refuge staff (Table 4). A list of marine 
~ 

fishes occurring in the Bering Sea and probably in }.1m.:ivak' s 

waters is in Exhibit C. Due to the limited opportunity for wage 

eani.irtg, t:he people rely·heavily on fish:i,ng, hunting and gathering 

to provide for their subsistence. Of the,available food resources, 

fish are by far the most important. The fishery is concentrated 

primarily on salmon, but other species, such as tom cod, halibut, 

Dolly Varden, flounder, and herring are also utilized. 

a. Salmon fishery 

Historically, all species of salmon \\"ere utilized and 

practically every river with a salmon run had a fish camp 

(Figure 5). Currently the fishery is concentrated on chum 

salmon and most of the fishing takes place on the south side. 

of the island. Chum are,preferred because of their greater 

abundance and the timing of the run. Chum arrive in late 

June imd the run lasts until late July. The principal salmon · 

spawning streams and related species use are listed in 

Appendix C. 

The fishery usually takes place during the first two weeks of 

July when the peak of the run occurs. This is usually the 

period 1vhen 1veather conditions are most favorable for drying 

the catch. 

Sockeye and chinook .sal:roon are not abundant enough to attract a 
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- Table 4. Species of Fish Recorded and Identified during 1965 Survey. 

Herring 

Rainbrnv trout 

Arctic char 

Dolly Varden 

Pink salmon 

Chum salmon 

Chinook salmon 

Coho salmon 

Sockeye salmon 

Grayling 

Smelt . 

Black£ ish 

Tom cod 

Halibut 

Lemon flounder 

Starry. founder 

Slimy sculpin 

Great sculpin 

Belligerent sculpin. 

Threespine stickleback 

Ninespine stickleback 

*Cluoea harengus pallasi 
.. 

**Salmo gairdneri 

*Salvelinus alpinus 

S. nialma 

Oncorhynchus gorbuscha 

0. keta 

0. tshawytsc;ha 

0. kisutch 

o. nerka 

Thymallus arcticus 

*Osmerus eperlanus 

Dallia pectoralis 

*Microgadus proxirnus 

Hippoglossus stenolepis 

Parophrys vetulus 

Platichth~s stellatus 

Cottlis cognatus 

· Myoxocephalus. polyacanthocephalus 
. . 

Megalocottus platyceuhalus . 

Gasterosteus aculeatus 

Pungitius pungitius 

*Observed·, but not collected for positive identification 

**Reported by residents; but not observed 



0 

.e 
Figure 5. Streams., on Nunivak Island where salmon runs occur. 
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fishery. The pink salmon nm is also small and slightly later 

than the chum nm, but a. few are harvested along with the 

chums. Coho salmon are reported to be as abundant as the 

chums, but do not become available until August and September. 

The weather at this season is usually too severe to allrnv 

the fish to dry properly. A. few cohos are taken by rod and 

reel, but do not constitute an important food source. 

The salmon fishery is a family effort, with each family 

movili.g to their fish camp, which they may share with other 

families, usually in mid June. The family stays until mid-to

late Juiy, by which time enough fish have been caught and 

dried sufficiently to be brought back to the village. 

Small beach seines are used to capture the fish. The seining 

usually takes place at the mouths of the spalming stream. 

After the fish are caught, they are !:plit and hung . on racks· 

to dry. 

b. Other fisheries 
. 
A number of flounder and occasionally Dolly Varden are caught 

in the salmon seines and these fish are utilized. Dolly Varden 

are also caught 1vith sport tackle and a fe\'f are taken with 

g~ll nets set under the ice in early spring. Halibut 'l\hich 

occur offshore near CapeEtolfu are·also caught in the spring. 

A small experimental commercial halibut fishery 1va.S attempted 
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by the residents in 1965-1966. This venture did not prove 

to be profitable and the only fishing for this species nmv 

is for personal use. During the \ri.nter the women and 

children spend many hours fishing for tom cod through the ice 

in front of the village. These fish are considered relatively 

important in the diet of the residents. During the time 

When the people lived entirely off the land many kinds of 

fish were used, including blackfish and stickleback. These 

fish are rarely eaten now. 

5. Invertebrates 

Crabs . and mollusks are. the only invertebrates on the island 

which have been identified~ .Rae Baxter, Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game, identified 50 species among ·the mollusks he 

collected ·along. the coast and offshore of Nt.lTl:lvak in 1972 
. I 

(Appendix C) • · 

Residents utilize some of the clams, cockles and mussels 

for food, but Baxter1 s survey. indicated that populations were 

not sufficient for connnercial use. 

B. VEGETATION 
. . . . . 

The Vegetation on NuniVak is similar to that of the arctic tundra, 

but is some\vhat modified by the influence of the maritime climate 
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and topography. Longer gr~dng seasons and milder temperatures 
~ 

produce greater plant abundance and variety, as ·well as more 

luxuriant growth than on tundra areas further north. 

Bo.s (1967), who worked on the island in 1965 and 1966, described 

six basic. vegetative types and seven subtypes (Table 5) . This 

classification was based on the dominant cover species and physio-

graphy. Rather than repeating or trying to summarize Bas's detailed 

description of these types, it would be more important to explain 
-' 

the changes which have occurred since vegetation on the island · · 

was first described by Miller in 1929 (Palmer, 1938). 

In the 1920's, Palmer reported gathering 112 gunnysacks of lichens 

in two days. At that time, lichens constituted 80% of the vegetative 

cover on his. study quadrats in the dry tundra type_ and 30% in 

the wet tundra type. Bas found that lichens now form only trace 

·amounts . lTI th~ Wet tundra ar~as, and only. abOUt. 12% Of the dry 

tundra vegetativ9 cover.. This loss of lichens ·is a direct result 

of reindeer overpopulation. This sitUCl.tion was recognized as early 

as 1944 when Palmer reported that lichens had heen entirely eaten · 

off Cape Etolin .. 

The greatest damage to· the range occurred in the mid-1940's ,.men 

the reindeer population reached its highest level. Tundra vegetation,· 

particularly lichens, take consideraple time to recover even -when 

there is no grazing, but on Nuni vak there are areas in which the 
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Table 5. Vegetation Types and Subtypes of Nunivak Island 

Vegetation Type 
& subtype 

1. Wet trmdra 

a. Peat mormd·' 
b. Tidal wetland 
c. Wet trmdra 

2. Dry trmdra 

a. Grass-hummock 
b. Alpine trmdra 

3. Grass-browse 

a. Grass-hummock 
b. Riparian 

4. Beach grass & 
forb 

s. Barren rock 

6. Aquatic 

Location 

throughout island in law 
areas, most prevalent on 
north side 

most common in interior 
and western tip 

interior upland & drier 
portions 

southern and southwestern 
coasts 

extensive areas in interior 
w/lesser amount along 
bluffs, buttes & streams 

throughout 

% of Island 

57.5% or 

13.6% or 

647,905 1

1

acres 

II 

I 
, .. 

I 
150,878 iacres 

. I. 
23.4% or 259.,599 ,acres 

I 

0.4% or 4,438 acres 

2.5% or 27,735 aores 

2.0% or 22,188 aores 
', 

. I 

• 
Dominant Species Associated Snecies 

lichen, Labrador tea, bearberrv, cr~,~e~r 

(58%) 
s1l ven:eed, cnic!G,·eeci, bluegrass, oeacn rye 
willow, crm·;berry, bluej oint 

sedge, lichen, moss, bearberrv 
ras' Kill ow' Laoraoor tea' ox.-·-:ro~is 

crowberrv, worrnh''OOd, ,,rillrn.,.. 
escue, · burnet 

r beach ryegrass (60%) 
' 

beach pea, f~scue, bluej oint, yarrCM 

crustose lichen 

horsetail, buttercup, sedge 

I . 

_,..;:E~--
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· vegetat-ion still being destroyed. Reindeer wintering areas jn 

• 
the interior uplands continue to be overgrazed. On T·win Mountains, 

Bos found that the vegetative cover had been broken in many places 

by grazing re_indeer, leaving numerous small patches of bare ground. 

MUskox have also had their effect. The animals range over much 

of the island in the summer, but during the critical winter period 

their range reduced to the ivindSivept areas of the dunes, mountain 

ridges, and cliff edges. Nearly one half of the muskox forage in 

the dunes, . where beach rye grass is the principal plant species. 

The dunes cover about 4,500 acres, but more than half of this area 

! ' 

may become unavailable in the winter due-to snow and ice. Degeneration 

of vegetation has been noted on both dune. and cliff habitats. 

The relationship between mliskox, reindeer and their range on Nunivak 

is an unnatural one. Both species have been introduced to the island 

and are confined to it by the surroundiri.g sea. This confinement 

results in a more critical limit to the island's carrying capacity 

since there no emigration. Lack of predators on the island has 

·. resulted in regulation of populations primarily by. food availability. 

This is an unstable situation, e.specially in the Arctic 1.fuere plant 

associations. are easily disrupted and slow to recover. The vegetation 

of the island has been altered by overuse, resulting in lmv-ered 

carrying. capacities. It can be. expected that range overuse 1rill 
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continue unless populations of reindeer and muskox are held at 

levels commensurate with available forage. 
~ 

· C. WATER 

There are over 70 rivers and streams on Nunivak. These rivers 

vary in length from the approximately 30-mile-long Mekoryuk 

River to the four-mile-long Jayalik River. l\hile every stream 

and creek has an Eskimo name, many remain ~ed on existing maps. 

All the rivers on the. is.land drain into the sea ivith most having their 

hea&vaters in the interior. For the most part, the streams are 

shallow, usually averaging less than b1o _feet in depth. Few 

exceed a width of 50 feet at their widest point. Most have rock 

. bottoms with the rocks varying in size from gravel to large boulders. 

All the major rivers and many of the streams with suitable gravel 

are used by spawning salmon and char. The rivers are not negotiable 

by boat for any great distance beyond the point where they enter 

the sea because of their shallm'l depth and presence of large rocks .. 

Nearly all the rivers and streams have clear water. 

Numerous small lakes and ponds dot Nunivak's landscape. Most of 

these are relatively shallow i'lith the exception of the •lakes in 

the volcanic cones. There is no information available on. the depth 

of these crater lakes, but they appear to be quite deep. The lakes 

have not been adequately tested for fish life, but some are knm.,rn 
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to contain populations of blackfish and sticklebacks. It is also 

possible that some may be used by young salmon to overwinter in, before 

going to sea. Little use is made of the lakes by the residents 

except as landing areas for float planes ~hen putting out.reindeer 

herders. Even this use is restricted since few of the lakes are 

large enough to be suitable. 

Nunivak' s bays arid lagoons are host to a variety of birds, fish 

and marine mammals. The large eelgrass beds in the lagoons and bays 

on the south and east side of the island are an_ important source 

of food for ducks and geese. Kittiwakes and other sea birds 

utilize the dead eelgrass washed up along the beaches for nesting 

material. Duchikthluk Bay is the largest of the bays and 

approximately six miles long and three miles wide.. This bay has 
' -------:...~ 

the largest concentrations of fish camps during the summer salmnn 

run. Machagimiut to the \vest and Ikongimiut and Ke\\rigimiut to the 

east are also occupied with fish camps. Nash Harbor, Mikisagimiut, · 
\ 

· Ahdingmiut, and Etolin Bay are also favored spots for seal hunters 

and fishermen. 

D. MINERALS 

With the exception of some very thin non-connnerciai coal beds, there 

are no lmown minerals of economic value on Nunivak and the discovery 

of commercial minerals on the island is imlikely. Because of its 
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volcanic nature, Nunivak Island does not appear to have petroleum . 
possibilities (Ganopole, 1972). 

The possibility of Tertiary coal-associated dry-gas-associated 

accumulations are present throughout the Yukon-Kuskobvim Basin 

and petroleum possibilities, although more remote, also exist. 

Petroleum source rocks might be present in 1.mderlying older sediments 

or in postulated marine facies of Tertiary age located .in the coastal 

areas or offshore waters. This basin and the offshore \vaters are. 

considered worthy of exploratory drilling. The most likely areas 

for iriitial effort are the coastal area of the Yukon Delta and 

between Kuskokwim Bay and Etolm Strait (Ganopole, 1972). 



-51-

CHAPTER VI 

MANAGEMDiT ANTI DEVELOTI-fflH' 

The Executive Orders 5095 and 5470 creating the Nunivak National Wildlife 
' 

Refuge specified that the purpose for the establishment was " ... for the

use of the Department of Agriculture in conducting experiments in the 

crossing and propagation of reindeer and native caribou, for contemplated 

experiments in re-establishing the muskox as a Native animal of Alaska, 

and also as a preserve and breeding ground the for Native birds and wild 

game and fur-bearing animals for carrying out the purposes of the Alaska 

game law." 

A. Reindeer 

Reindeer provide a basis for the principal industry of Nunivak. Herding, 

butchering, and the many other facets of reindeer management provide the 

major source of employment and income, and a number of animals, usually 300 

to 400 annually, are slaughtered for local use. Additionally, the herd Is 

of considerable importance to the residents of the adjacent Yukon Delta, 

where reinde~r from Nunivak provide the least expensive meat. The importance 

of this source of protein can be placed in perspective by considering that 

average income of Nunivak and other Delta residents is much belmv national 

standards while retail prices are more than twice national price indices. 

Under existing policies of the Bering Sea Reindeer Products, Inc.,.the 

management of deer tends to be labor-intensive and to provide individual 

benefits to stockholders, •vhich include all village residents equally. Major 
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management decisions are made by corporations, although a connnittee of 

three residents of Ntmivak, an additional knowledgeable .lUaska resident, 

a representative of the State of Alaska, and the Juneau Area Director of 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs acts in an advisory capacity. 

The interest of the Bureau of. Sport Fisheries and Wildlife in the manage-· 

ment program originates from several sources - the implied intent of the 

Executive Order establishing the Nunivak Refuge, a continuing responsi

bility.for preserving the character of the island's fauna and .flora, 

and, most recently, the contract transferring the herd from the government 
. . 

to the. Native Corporation, which obligated the Bureau to assist and · 

advise on· censuses, range surveys·, and the biological implications of 

alternatives in management.· The Bureau responsibility is complicated by 

the fact that under the BIA, reindeer were m.?llaged without penni t, meiOO 

of understanding or other formally recognized statement of responsibilities 

or channel of comrrtmlitations. This .lack. continued with the transfer of 

reindeer to the Native Corporation, &n9. the Bureau is not represented on 

the advisory comrriittee.nor has a pei1Jlit been issued for graz:lng of reindeer 
. . . 

stipulating conditions under 111'hich grazing of deer may be pi.:mnitted. 

· Reindeer ar~ grazed on Nunivak in an almost feral state. This aruma! 

cycle. of rilanagement presently inclUdes the following: 
. . . . . 

1. Winter herding conducted ldth snowm~chines to: 

a. EXamine range· conditions and td maintain deer on most favorable 

foraging areas . 
. . . .. 

b. Provide evaluation of lv:inter mortality. 



-53-

c. Conduct slaughter, primarily for local use, but also for sale 

in mainland villages. 

d. Take census, which includes classification by age and sex . 

. 2. Stnnmer herding is limited to corraling deer for slaughter. Herding 

is largely on foot, but herders nrust be distributed by aircraft, and 

aircraft are also used to assist herders in locating and driving deer. 

3. Summer slaughter conducted in August or September includes: 

a. Corraling of deer as above. This usually requires several drives 

in order to corral the separate herds. 

h. Tally by age and sex of all animals corraled, and marking (ear 

tag) of fawns and castration of a prescribedproportion of male 

fawns. 

c~ Butchering of selected animals. 

Logistics is a primary problem in all phases of management, as the· deer 

are extremely \.fild and the large island ( 40 x 70 miles) has no roads, 

is unfenced; and, in summer, areas suitable for aircraft landing are 

few and frequently inappropriately located. Herders may spend days or 

even weeks driving a herd to the corral only to have it stampeded and lost 

at the finish .. For this and other economic reasons, management is 

increasingly oriented toward emphasis· on \'linter operations \"'here use of 

snowmachines vastly increases logistic capability of herders. Recently, 

increased marketability of reindeer in adjacffi1t areas of the Yukon Delta 

and decreased necessity for ocean transport has also encouraged this trend. · 

Herding and handling of deer \rill also be· facilitated by the projected 

construction of a corral at Nash Harbor in the p:roximity of favorable summer 
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foraging areas for deer. This will reduce length of drives and consequent 

stress on deer. 

The herd, presently between 4,000 and 5,000 animals, is believed to be· 

.lower than the carrying capacity. Although the herd has fluctuated 

widely, up _to 20,000 or more animals, destruction of range and heavy mortality 

followed high populations and capacity is presently nearer 8,000 head and 

certainly not more than 10,000. With proper management, the size of the 

herd can be limited, but unusually severe winters will undoubtedly result 

in losses and the size of the herd will normally fluctuate below an optimum 

level. Maintaining the number of deer at or near the carrying capacity 

will maximize economic return from the herd while preventing degradation 

of the range. 

B. Muskox 

Muskox have been managed under a policy agreement bet\veen the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

since 1962 (Appendix A) . The prima1y objectives as stated in this · 

agreement are: 

1. To develop andmaintain a nucleus herd for restocking and restoring 

Irnlskox to their former range in Alaska, and for education, an:L-nal husbandry, 

and other requirements as may be determ:inedby the Bureau and the State 

of Alaska. 

2. To preserve a unit of environment and a stocking of muskox in 

the national interest as a representation of a rare species, formerly 

native to the United States. 
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This agreement recognized that the popuiation could not increase indef-

initely, ~d stated.that the population would be limited to 750 animals 

unless a different stocking level was indicated by additional studies. 

(Studies have subsequently indicated a population of 500 animals to be 

· near the maximLnn carrying capacity of the range.) The agreement further 

stipulated that until the herd reached 500 animals, up to one-half of. 
' 

the annual increment could be removed for re-stocking or scientific 

purposes, and educational display. After the herd reached 500 head, 

animals could be removed for purposes of domestication or by permit hunting. 

Management activities to date have consisted of annual censuses, range 

studies, transplants, and cooperative studies with graduate students from 

the University of Alaska Wildlife Cooperative_ Unit. 

Censuses: SliDllller aerial cen5uses of muskox have been conducted annually 

on the island by the Bureau since. 1947. The coverage of the island has 

been in straight-line patterns·, using prominent landmarks as guides. The 

length of t~me required for the survey has varied from two to three days 

to over a week, depending on weather. Although extended survey periods 

may have resulted in duplication of counts, the surveys are probably 

some of the most accurate of any game counts. This is due in part to 

the skill of the P-lot who has participated in all of the surveys since 

1947, and in part to the open terrain whiCh provides no concealnient of 

animals. The entire population is counted in the stmrrner surveys and the 

number of adult bulls and calves, 1vhich are the only age- clusters easily 

recogr).ized from the air, is recorded. 



... ,., 

·-56-

Starting in 1966, winter ground surveys ·were initiated and have been made 

annually with the exception of 1967 and 1969 lihen transplant operations 

interfered. In 1966, airplane- engine-pmvered, propeller-driven slrnvleds. 

were used, but since then, all surveys have been made 1.rith more efficient 

, snowmachines. Winter counts, usually made in March and April, provide 

accurate data on the sex and age composition of the herd as well as the 

general condition of the animals. Information from this census forms 

the basis for management recorrnnendations. 

Range Studies: Studies of range and snow.conditions by the refuge staff 

are coordinated with annual winter censuses of muskox. Observations 

include measurements of snow depths and extent of ·ice layering along . 

the census route, and locations and characteristics of areas in "''hich 

muskox and reindeer are foraging. 

Transplants: By 1964, the muskox population had approached a level 

where control was necessary. In 1964-65, a total of 33 animals was 

transfered to College; Alaska, for domestication experiments. ln 1967 

and 1968, an experiment~l transplant in cooperation \\ri th the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game resulted in moving 23 animals to nearby 

Nelson Island. In a much larger operation in 1969, the refuge staff and 

state biologists transfered 52 animals to Barter Island and in 1970 85 

animals were moved to three different locations on the mainland. In the 

1970 transplant; 36 animals each '"ere released on the Feather River near 

Nome and at Cape Thompson on the northwest coast and an additional 

13 animals at Kavik.near the Arctic Wildlife Range . 
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~~ile transplants have been quite sucessful in removing 193 animals since 

. 1964, they are also very expensive. All necessary materials and equip

ment, hay for captive animals, and finally, the animals themselves must 

be transported htmdreds of miles · to remote regions. As an example, the 

1969 transplant cost approximately $47,000, or over $900 per head, for 

the 52 animals moved. 

In addition, transplants have created a serious problem by producing a 

distorted sex ratio, due to the fact that muskox are polygamous and 

more females than males are required for establisJ1ing herds with a 

maximum productivity potential. Young animals are also selected since 

they are easier to catch and transport, as well as more gregarious than 

older animals. Thus, transplants have resulted in a surplus of old 
\ 

bulls on the island, 1Nhich do not contribute to the productivity of 

the herd. 

Research Studies: Nunivak provides an excellent opportunity to study game 

populations and their effects on range conditions in an insular situation. 

These studies are encouraged and guidance as \vell. as assistance in·the 

field is provided whenever possible. · Since 1965, graduate students 

from the University of Alaska's Wildlife Cooperative Unit have utilized 

the refuge to obtain data for advanced degrees. To date, the follmring 

research studies have been tmdertaken: 
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Bos, G. N. Range types and their utilization by muskox on Ntmivak 

Island, Alaska: A reconnaissance study (Thesis completed 1967). 

Knutson, D. 

Lent, P. G. 

Winter ecology of muskoxen. 

A study of behavior and dispersal in introduced muskox 

populations. 

Lent, P. G. and D. Knutson. Muskox and snow cover on Nunivak 

Island, Alaska. 

Utennohle, G. and D. Caulkins. Behavioral and ecological study 

of the Nunivak Island muskox population. 

In addition, the following research studies are currently being conducted 

by refuge personnel: Faunal Survey - WMS No. 1, to formalize recording 

procedures for infonna tion gathered on occurrence, distribution, and 

population of birds, · mannnals and fish encountered during the· course of 

any activities on Nunivak; and l<J}.fS No. 2, to describe the lvinter ecology 

and behavior of rm;tskox and rel.Ildeer with particular reference to the effect 

of snow cover characteristics on the use of winter range. The latter 

project is in cooperation 1vith Dr. Peter Lent, Assistant Leader, Alaska 

Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit. 

Resident fish and ldldlife populations are managed through applications 

of regulations prescribed by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

and the Bureau of Sport Fi!)heries and Wildlife. 
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Management and development as related to the major resources are as 

follows: 

1. Wildlife: no habitat manipulation or artificial improvements 

are planned nor deemed necessary. Population and ·range surveys and 

muskox tranplants are best accomplished by snawmachines, aircraft, and 

boats. 

2. Fish: any surveys, management or research activities carried 

out by authorized officials 1muld be conduct.ed in a manner similar to 

those described under Wildlife, above. Aircraft, boat or snmoJmachine and 

ground travel on foot should provide adequate mobility to carry out 

. e objectives. It is unlikely that any stream rehabilitation is necessary 

or desirable in the water systems of the refuge. 

3. Water: all drainages have their source 1vithin the .refuge, and 

·thus water rights ·will not be a. problem. There are no lmovm potential 

power sites .on the refuge. 

4. Vegetation: 

its natural course. 

vegetation succession would be permitted to take 

No artificial manipulation is planned to change 

the vegetation succession nmv present. 

5. Mineral and petroleum· resources: No knrnvn potential mineral or 

petroleum resources exist on the refuge. 

6. Visitor use:.· The Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge, unlike many 

other refuges, not besieged with visitors. It is estimated that 

. since 1962, when the Refuge Headquarters '''as established in Bethel; fe1ver 
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than two dozen people have visited the island for the sole purpose of 

recreation. Of those that have, mo~t have been either walTilS htmters·or 

photographers, with many of them professionals on assignment. In addition 

to these, there are a number of state and federal personnel liho come to 

Mekoryuk on business, but lvho may taken an occasional boat or snrnv111achine 

trip out of the village to see lvildlife, visit fish camps, etc. 

There are a number of reasons for the lack of visitors, i.e., remoteness, 

cost of transportation, ·limited public facilities, frequency of inclement 

weather, and lack of publicity. These deterrents will probably continue 

to discourage most visitors, but as other areas become more saturated, 

the more adventurous, hardy and affluent lvill seek out new nunspoiledn 

4lt areas like Nunivak. 

Because of the extremely limited visitor use on the Refuge, it has not 

been necessary to impose restrictions other than those normally in 

effect on a national wildlife refuge. In.fact, visitor use, if anything, 

has been encouraged. All serious queries are anslvered in great detail, 

occasionally going so far as arranging charters and lodging, reconnnending 

guides, supplying equipment~ etc .. 

If in the future, visitor use increases,. it may becanie necessary to impose 

some restrictions in order to protect the resources. It also may become 

necessary to provide some facilit1es for the safety of the visitor. 

The BSF&W National Planning Tream, after making the.ir study in 1971, noted 

the problems limiting eXtensive public use ·of· the western Alaska refuges and · 
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made the following recommendations: 

a. Channel interpretive efforts in to publications and films to reach 

persons who 1vill never visit these refuges, enphasizing relationship of the 
~ 

Eskimos to the wildlife and their natural surroundings. 

b. On a smaller scale prepare information brochures· to aid those who 

do plan trips to· the refuge. In addition place rotating exhibits high

lighting selected features in airport lobbies and in the Bethel Headquarters. 

c. Long-range efforts to encourage .t\laska-based airli.'Tles to conduct 

special birding, sightseeing or outdoor-recreation-oriented tours. If tours 

· become ·a reality the Bureau. should be prepared to provide on-site 

interpretive support. 

7. Scientific Studies: The Nunivak NWR, b~cause of its insular situation, 

unusual ·fauna, geological formation, Eskimo history, etc. will attract scientists 

from a variety of disciplines. In the past researchers in the field of 1vildlife 

and range management, ornithology, geology, archaeology and anthropology have . 

c9nducted studies .on the island and it can be asstnned that this type of use 

mll continue. 

The policy is to encourage sCientific studies and to offer assistance whenever 

possible .. At the same time it 1riil be necessary to require that any studies 
. . 

be conducted in such. a manner \~hich lnsures the least amount of disturbance 

to the envirornnent. 

C. fuvelopments · 

Other than the developments at Mekoryuk village, one shelter cabin has .· 
. . . . .. . ' 

·been built at Duchikthluk Bay and an;other \~ill be built: this \vi.nter or 

next spring at Mikisagarniut. Additional shelter cabins are planned for the 
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south side at either Dahloogamiut or Chakwakamiut and on the east coast 

around Twin Mountain. Currently it is not possible to reaw~ shelter 

at the end of each day during the winter muskox census, necessitating 

camping in sno\v caves. The additional cabins ·would not only increase 

efficiency, but would make the winter census a safer operation, as stonns 

are connnon during this time of year. The cabins 1vould also be available 

to researchers working on the island in either winter or summer, and 

possibly to visitors by arrangement. 

Other structures on the refuge include a marine beacon on Cape Mohican, 

a deserted Coast Guard cabin near Dooksook Lagoon, three frame buildings .. • at Nash Harbor and a reindeer herder's cabin near the center of the 

island. Existing and proposed developments for Nunivak are illustrated 

Figure 6. 

TI1e Alaska State Highway Department Planning Connnission envisions a 

surface transportation corridor on Nunivak as necessary to serve population 
. 

centers at a. future date as resources allmv. The proposed road would 

generally circle the island and connect :Mekoryuk with Nash Harbor, the 

west coast, and Cape Mendenhall. . The letter containing these connnents is 

attached (Appendix D) . 
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Figure 6. Developments on the Nunivak Wildlife Refu e. 
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8.shelter cabin 
9.shelter cabin 
lO.Rcindeer herder 
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OIAPTER VII 

SOCIO-ECO~OMITC CONSIDERATIONS 

The inhabitants of Nunivak are des~endents of Eskimos 1vho have lived 

on the island for 2,000 years or more. The fact that the island '\'las 

made a refuge in 19 29 , without the residents' knowledge, has not deterred 

the feeling that· the entire island and its resources are theirs, and · 

they have continued to use it as such, refuge; notwithstanding. Settlement 

of the Land Claims may establish legal boundaries, but it remains to 

be seen if attitudes will change. 

The residents of Nunivak have availed themselves of over-snow vehicles 

almost from their inception in the north. l~en propeller-driven airsleds 

were introduced approximately 20 years ago, the people adopted this 
-

method of tra:n.Sportation and ~orsook their dogteams. After 1965, the 

snowmachine rapidly replaced the airsled and virtually every family now 

has at least one snrnvma.chine. This vehicle is now the sole means of 

transportation for approximately seven months of the year. 

. . . . 

These machines are used in hunting, fishing, trapping,· and other subs is.:.. 

tence activities. They are used by the -reindeer project for herding 

and harvesting reindeer and by the Bureau on snow- and winter-range 

surveys,_ muskox censuses and in capturing nrusl\ox for transplanting. 

In·_ addition, snowmachines_ are used by the residents for recreation. As 

. ' •. the island is essent:i,ally roa9less'. this 'is the only means they. have of 

. getting around the . island in' the ~nter. Virtually all of the island 
. . . 

. receives some· snrnvma.chfue use, although routes bet\veen primary hunting 

or fishing areas are of major importance.· 
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During the period of open water, outboard-motor-driven boats are used 

for transportation to and from fishing and seal hunting camps and 

berry picking·areas. Considerable use is also made of boats for pure 

recreation. As this use is well--established, there \vould be no conflict i·lith 

the r.rildemess concept. Like1vise the use of aircraft in reindeer herding 

or for surveys and censuses by the Bureau would not be in conflict. 
. ' 

The aircraft use is primarily restricted to a feiv of the larger lakes, 

bays, and lagoons by float planes and the sand beaches by wheel planes .. 

In contemplating a wilderness designation the socio-econcmic impact on 

the following aspects should be considered form the standpoint of the 

residents, nonresidents and refuge management. 

A. Recreation 

It is very difficult to separate recreational use of wildlife from 

subsistence use of ivildlife by the residents. To say that these people 

do not obtain enjoyment in catching a fish or in hunting waterfowl, 

ptannigan or seal ivould be ridiculous. However, these activities are 

directed more tmv-ards the purpose of obtaining food than for the 

11refreshment of strength or spirit". For that reason wildlife use 

by residents will be discussed in more detail under the heading of 

subsistence. The residents do enjoy watching wildlife and are keen 

observers. The knowledge of wildlife habits gleaned through hours 

of observation is helpful in the harvest of the animals, but at the 

same time it does provide entertainment. The fact that the village of 

Mekoryuk contains a number of bird houses .indicates that the people 

enjoy having wildlife around. The impact that a ,,rilderness classification 

irlll have on wildlife-oriented recreation of the residents can only be 

detrimental the people are not ·allowed to travel by snm,111achine to 
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e where the wildlife is. 

Nunivak offers a great potential for wildlife-oriented recreation to 

the nonresident and it is just a matter of time before the public becomes 

aware of the possibilities. For the most part, visitors 1v.ill come to 

the island only in the surrnner. By hiring a resident guide 1vith a boat 

for getting around the island, the visitor '\vould be able to see and 

photograph vast seabird colonies, herds of reindeer, muskox and Nati,/e 

fish camps. In addition, the visitor could receive considerable enjoyment 

just beachcombing along the many miles of beautiful sand beaches. It is 

doubtful that visitors would be attracted to the refuge solely for the 

purpose of fishing, waterfowl or ptarmigan hunting in spite of the 

excellent existing opportunities. This type of recreation is.more easily 

• obtained in other areas of Alaska. · However; persons coming primarily 

for other reasons may well. avail themselves of these sports. There is . 

also a potential for winter snrnvmachine trips to see reindeer and muskox. 

A Wilderness classification would have no effect or perhaps might enhance 

the. wildlife-oriented recreational use by visitors iii the sumrrier, but 

could be a c:dtical de.terrent to \'linter visitors. 

B. Econoinic 

1. Subsistence and Commercial Use. of Wildlife: Prior to World War II the · 
. - : ' . ' ·. . . . . . . . 

residents relied almost exclusively on the island's ~v.ildlife resources ·for 

·their subsistence. . Miller, who conducted a range survey on the island in . 
. . 

1929 had the folioW:i.ng to· say about the Native subsistence economy.: ''These 

Natives are people of the. sea .. They live on the beaches and travel about 
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·• the shores in kayaks, Their fuel consists of beaclnmod ·which is very 

scarce about the island or of dried sphagnum moss pressed and dipped .in 

seal oil. Tney catch and dry tomcods, her:ring, salmon trout, and salmon 
• 

during the periods of their respective nms, and in the proper seasons 

they hunt seal ugruks and walruses. .:At times when walruses. and seals 

are not obtainable they hunt waterfowl and occasionally get ptarmigans for 

· their fresh meats". 

The need of wildlife for subsistence has de creased from its fomer 

importance, but is still required as many Natives are unable to secure a cash 

income great enough to replace entirely the use of lvildlife for food and 

clothing. Approximately only 20-25 persons in Mekoryuk have full-time 

employment with up to 16 additional people be'ing employed part-time by 

• the Reindeer Project. Even with the advent of food stamps, which has 

greatly increased their buying power, the annual income of the Natives is 

still not sufficient. (Average annual· per capita income for the Kuskolavirn 

Area in 1965 was $585.00. Alaska Review of Business and Economic Conclitions, 

1969, Vo.lume VI, No. 3). For those wbo can .afford l.ffiite. man's .food; there 

is still a philosophy of "living off the land" coupled 1'!ith the fact the 

taste of traditional foods is frequently preferred. 

Fish are by far the most preferred food item iri the Sl1bsistence diet; 

with salmon being the most import ant . In 1965 the average salmon catch 

per faniily was 450 fish. Based on this figure it is estimated that ben.;rean 

10,000 and 20,000 salmon are taken arinually by the island's 40 families. 

Other fish species utilized include tomcod, herring, Dolly Varden, flounder, 

and halibut. With the exception of a pilot halibut fishery at Mekozytlk 
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• in 1966 all the fish caught are for personal use rather than for 

commercial pu1~oses. The 1966 experimental·hilibut fishery produced 

a catch of 8, 799 pounds and a ~oss sale of $2,265. This project -w·as operated 

on a BIA grant and utilized BIA freezer and other facilities at Mekoryuk 

for little or no cost to the project. l~ith a minimal overhead the project 

provided an average gross income of $175 for ten.fishermen who fished 

an average of 6. 2 days. Due primarily to a lack of interest of the 

fishermen along with marketing and transportation problems as well as 

reduced profits if the full overhead costs ivere assumed, the fishery was not 

continued. 

Seals are the second most important wildlife resource used. Accurate records 

do not exist for the number of seals taken annually ; hmvever, a State 

• report of fur buyers in 1966 indicates that 432 seal skins were purchased 

from Mekoryuk that year. This figure probably represents no more than 

half of the total take , since ·a number of skins are retained for use 

in clothing and many seals are taken when the skins are not prime and 

so are not sold. 

Seal hunting goes on year-round, but most effort is expended·in the spring 

when the seals are migrating northward through leads in the sea ice. 

Seal camps are established at this time on points of land where leads are 

·known to occur most frequently. These camps may be a considerable distance .. 

from the village, such as the favored sites at Cape .Mendenhall and 

Nash Harbor.· Snowmachines are used to haul boats and camp gear to these 

sites where the hunters may stay for a few days to a iveek or more. Some 

hunters leave their boats near Mekoryuk and travel daily· by snm,machine 

between their camp and Mekoryuk. A few walrus are hanrested each year 
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when weather and ice conditions pennit. Most of the animals taken are 

used for food and the ivory for carving. One or tvo of the men offered 

guided hunts for walrus but this business is nrnv illegal under tenns of 

the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

Trapping currently does not approach its former importance. This is 

due to several factors, namely, low fur prices and winter employment in 

construction projects on the island during the past few years. Trapping 

is primarily for white fox, although a fe'v red fox and mink are taken. In 

1966, when the trapping effort was higher than at present, 179 'vhite fox 

pelts were shipped from the island. ·white fox skins shipped in 1965 

totaled 172. In 1966, the top trapper sold 44 white fox skins, for 'vnich 

he received between seven and eight hundred dollars. For the past ten 

years snmvmachines have been used by trappers ~o :tun their traplines and 

before that, air sleds were used. 

Other items important in the subsistence diet include waterfowl, seabird 

eggs, clams and berries. 

The impact of a wilderness classification on the subsistence harvest of 

wildlife may be detrimental to the people of Nunivak. If snowmachine 

use is banned on the island, it could eliminate trapping and severely 

hamper seal harvest. 

2. Reindeer Industry: Since 1945, the Nunivak Island herd has been the 

largest source of commercially-sold reindeer meat in Alaska. Except for 

1948-49, when the Nunivak slaughtering plant was closed, approximately· 
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• . one-half of the total amount of reindeer meat produced for annual 

sale comes from Nunivak. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs was responsible for the management of the. 

herd from 1939 to 1970. In 1945 the BIA built a slaughtering plant at 

Mekoryuk. Until 1956 reindeer meat from ~1mivak was used to supply 
. 

Alaskan Native Service facilities. All meat up until that time had been 

shipped from the island via the BIA vessel NORTH STAR. In 1955 the ship 

discontinued stops at Seward and Sitka, which were major off-loading 

ports for several ANS schools and hospitals In the same year the BIA . 

initiated an agreement with the Alaska Department of Agriculi:ure for 

inspection of Nunivak meat and increased sales to other retail markets. 

During .the period of BIA operation, the l\Tu:ni vak reindeer industry was 

based on a make-work basis .. This philosophy served its. purpose of 

providing an economic base for the village of Mekoryuk, but resulted in a. higJr.: 

cost operation. furing the period betiveen 1963 and 1968 the labor costs 

averaged around $20/100 poi.mds of dressed meat compared to $1. 50/100 pm:ffids 

in meat-packing operations in other states. Hov.rever, during the 1967 season the 

operation paid about $46,000 in wages to the Eskimo residents. As a result 

the island 1 s people ·are far better off economically than people in other 

Delta villages. In addition to._the sale of reindeer meat the industry obtains 

other revenue . through the sale of. skins and antlers. The latter. are purchased 

for use as aphrodisiacs in the Orient. 

\ 
The villagers also take about 300 deer a year for use of their o1m. This 

venison is the primary source of red meat. The skins are also used in the 

manufacture of clothing both for the resident and for sale to others. 
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• In April 19 70 title to the reindeer herd was turned over to the village 

of Mekoryuk· and a Nm.ivak Isla1'1d ReL"Ldeer Committee was established to 

provide technical ·guidance and consulting services in the management of 
~ 

the herd. At the time of the transfer a contract was prepared which 

contained the following points: 

a. The herd is to be repaid to the U. S. Government beginning in 1973. 

The repayment is to be in kind, with not less than 1/15 of the population 

of the herd at the time of transfer being repaid in any one year, provided 

. that at no time will repayment exceed 1/10 of· the current population. The 

Government reserves the right to accept a smaller quantity in any one year. 

b. Deer accepted for repayment will be for the purpose of establishing 

new Native-owned herds elsewhere in Alaska and for·research and demon-

stration purposes. If there is no demand for ne\.,. herds, animals can be 

accepted only for research and demonstration purposes. 

c. All facilities are to remain the property of the BIA but made avail

able to the village corporation by permit. These facilities are to be 

rehabilitated. If the program is considered successful by the Government, 

the property will be conveyed to the village no later than June 30, 1975. 

d. Starting in fiscal year 1970 the Government will provide a fnnd 

of.$160,000 for operations. For the next four years, $40,000 annually 

will be provided for education, training or agricultural assistance 

based on need. 

e. The Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife is charged '\dth mak:lng a 

. -~ range survey and report on condl. tions, carrying capad. ty of the range ~d · · 
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recommendations on improved range management practices required. 

On transfer of the herd to the village corporation, the contract provided 
~ 

for an advisory committee of representatives from the village, the State 

of Alaska, and the BIA. Bureau representatives l'lere not included, although 

the island is a refuge, the range is a Bureau responsibility, and Bureau 

files include more infom.ation on the herd's history and relation to the 

range than any other agency. No provision was made permitting the Bureau 

to restrict the size of the herd in range management, nor lvas any suggestion 

made that grazing fees might be appropriate, since they are required on 

all refuges and public lands in other states. 

The most notable problems experienced by the village co1~oration in assuming 

management responsibility of the l1~rd are deterioratL~g range conditions 

resulting lower productivity, and increased mortality l'lhich has reduced 

the herd to approximately 4,000 head. Progress is being made, however. 

Management plans by the Bering Sea Reindeer Products Co1~oration include 

winter herding, culling of undesirable animals and const1uction of handling 

corrals around the island. 

The reindeer industry l.,rould suffer gTeatly "Yd. th a wilderness classification~ 

since all winter herding, censusing, range surveys and harvesting are 

accomplished with snowmachines. The deer range throughout the island, with 

the exception of the higher interior mountains and nearly the entire island 

would have to be covered lvith snowmachines in order to manage the herd. 

3. Muskox Hunting: As previously discussed, the muskox herd contains a 

surplus of adult males (214 males; 121 fe~les- April 1972), due primarily 
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to a higher winter mortality of young arid female animals. These excess 

bulls are a detriment to the herd as they consume forage required by more 

productive animals. Preservation of these animals has resulted in an 

tmbalanced sex ratio and concomi taht reduction in calf production. The 

· bulls which are -obviously surplus should be removed to assure the 

welfare of the island's muskox population. 

Traditionally surplus wild animals have been removed from state- and 

federally-managed lands by reduction programs conducted or supervised' 

by agency or general hunting seasons. A cropping program by Bureau 

personnel 'Would be economically wasteful of a valuable resource and, 

judging from public ·reaction, a hunting season would be distasteful to 

some people. 

Much of the unfavorable reaction to public hunting was generated by persons 

under the belief that muskox htniting is not "sporting." This· is based on 

the highly-publicized habit of muskox fanning a defense ring and standing 

to face their attackers~ This is true only when the animals are cornered 

and all escape routes blocked. On Nunivak it haS been observed repeatedly 

by refuge personnel th.at the animals will take flight at the first ·sign of 

danger. . On the open tundra, where there is little cover for concealment, 

stalking a herd. on foot or ski is should prove very challenging. Furthermore, 

hunting on a wildlife refuge is very carefully regulated and supervised. 

For instance, aircraft may be completely banned and the lise of snow:machines 

(which will. be necessary) may be restricted to prescribed routes.· 

Economic benefits to the State from muskox hunting may be significant. These 

e benefits would be particularly important to .the residents of Nunivak who have 

only a limited means of gainful employment during the winter. . Possible 
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monetary returns on the cropping of 40 trophy class bulls annually by 

resident and nonresident hunters are as follrn-.rs: 

Liscenses & Trophy Fees 

Hotel & RestauTant, .Anchorage & 
Bethel 

Air Fares, Anchorage to Nunivak 
and Return 

Eskimo Guide on Nuni vak 

Meals & Lodging on Nunivak 

Purchase of E$k:imo Arts & Crafts 

Taxidenny Costs 
/ 

Misc. Expenses & Purchases 

Registered Guide 

Total 

Total x 40 Bulls 

Grand Totru 

Return per .Animal 

Non-resident 
Hunters 

$1,000 

150 

180 

500 

175 

50 

250 

100 

500 

2,905 

$116,200 

$188,400 

Resident 
Hunters 

$500 

50 

180 

500 

175 

50 

250 

100 

none 

1,805 

$72,200 

4. Tourism: As previously noted :Nunivak has much to offer a visitor 

or photographer, but at the present time, few tourists have been attracted 

to Nunivak Island. However, publicity generated by a muskox hunt or promotion 

bythe state, tour agencies, or airlines could result in an ever-increasing 

number of tourists and wildlife photographers. The airline seJiring Nunivak 

has proposed scheduling tours to the island. These tours lvould be primarily 

for the purpose of giving visitors an opportunity to see Eskimo life, reindeer 

IT 
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roundups and purchase arts and crafts. There is a possibility that these 

tours will include an overflight of the island to permit observation·of 

IIRlSkox and reindeer herds. It is cqnceivable that if this tour is 

initiated, some visitors or their friends may \'w'ish to come back to spend 

time on the island. If the island receives wilderness classification, 

the resultant publicity may also attract visitors. 

Currently the Bureau has no facility on the island to inform the visitor 

that the island is a national wildlife refuge or to acquaint them with 

the island's wildlife resources or Bureau goals. Considering the island's 

potential for attracting visitors, some facility should be constructed in 

the very near future. 

5. Trends 

a. Human population: Shortly before the turn of the century approximately 

700 people inhabited Nunivak and lived in scattered villages around the 

island (Table 6) . The population,·. after reaching a low of arounQ. 150 

in the 1950'.s, increased steadily until the mid-60's when it reached a 

high of over 300 .. At that time, a 10\v-cost housing project \vas started 

in Bethel which offered employment and on-the-job training. About 10 
. . 

farnil:les mov~d to Bethel to take advantage of this 6pportuni ty, resulting 

in a loss of approximately 50 people. Some of these returned to f-.Univak 

while others became residents of Bethel. Prior tb this time, emigration off 

the. island was smaller than the birthrate, but this is no longer true. 

This situation is generally true for most Delta villages \mere more and more 

·.people are moving to where they can find employment. Nunivak has a better 

e economy than most villag~s in the area, so their loss may not be as great .. 



-76-

Table 6. Location and Population of Villages on Nu:nivak Island in 1890. 

Village (1890) 

Kwigamiut 

Koot 

Ingreamiut 

Chu1igimiut 

Upper Chuligimiut 

Kahmiut 

Kinegnamiut 

Present Name or Location 

south of Cape Conrin 

near Mekoryuk 

Ingrimiut near Twin Mountains 

between Ingrimiut & Cape Etolin 

II II If If 

Ahikitook 

near Cape Mohican 

Population (1890) 

43 

117 

35 

32 

30 

40 

76 

Tunaghamiut 

Kanagmiut 

between Cape Mohican. & Cape Mendenhall 71 

If I! If 

Total estimated population 700 

II II " 41 

485 

,~r 
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However, it is doubtful if the island population 1dll grmv- and it is more 

likely that it will decrease. 

b. Economy: A cash economy is rapidly replacing the old subsistence 

. way of life. It is doubtful, hmv-ever, that it will ever completely supplant 

it for reasons previously stated. Wh±le less demand 1vill be placed on the 

wildlife resources to provide food and clothing, the harvest may not 

decline at the same rate due to increased efficiency and ease provided 

by modern equipment, i.e., snowmachines, aircraft, outboard motors, and 

fishing gear. This equipment will require more cash and thus more hours 

on the job and less time in pursuit of wildlife. 

With proper management and a little bit of luck the reindeer industry 

can continue to be a viable source of income. Previous methods of 

operations such as providing employment to anyone wanting to work ~~11 

have to be discontinued in order to increase efficienCy and reduce labor 

costs. In other words, the project v.rill have to be· conducted as a 

business rather than as a welfare project. 

In some years muskox have been a major source of income to the island's 

residents. In the 1969 transplant, $9,000 1ias paid. to Eskimo assistants. 

In addition to transplants, there is a good potential· for the residents 

to earn money guiding and, indirectly, by providing food and lodging to 

. hunters .and photographers. Another source of income · through the 

gathering of muskox wool (qiviut) \'l'hich is either sold. raw or spun and 

knitted into a finished product. This cottage industry started about 5 years 
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ago and has continued to be a source of income with demand exceeding 

supply. 

Trapping is not currently an important source of income, but may be 

from time to time, depending on the vagaries of the fur market. This 

situation was also true of the sale of seal skins, \vhich has now been 

restricted by the Marine Manunal Protection Act. This Act, which provides 

that hunting, killing, tanning or othenvise processing seal hides may 

be performed only by Natives, has curtailed \vhat market did exist. It 

is possible that the Act may be amended to broaden legal activities. 

However, in the case of Nunivak, seals are probably hunted as nruch for 

food as for the monetary reward through the sale of skins. Hunting for 

food is allowed by the Act to Natives. 

c. Public Use: It tan be expected that public use will increase as 

more people become aware of Nuni vak 1 s unique qualities. Nuni vak can 

expect to attract several types of visitors. Tourists will come to see 

the Eskimo.way of life, reindeer roundups, to purchase arts and crafts, 

and just to go somewhere different. People interested in \vildlife, 

including students, range managers, photographers, etc. , ,,rill be 

attracted by the island 1 s variety of wildlife. · The island 1 s interesting 

geological formation will attract geologists, and archaeologists and 

anthropologists ,,rill be interested in the people and past cultures. 
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CHAPTER VI I I 

CONCLUSIONS 

The 3.6-million-acre Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge constitutes a 

unique island ecosystem with many scientific, educational, recreational, 

aesthetic, and cultural values~ It is the largest island refuge and 

second largest refuge in the National Wildlife Refuge System,. and in 

most respects a de facto 1vilderness. Because of remoteness and 

adverse weather conditions, it is seldom visited, although there is 

considerable potential for greater public use and enjoyment. 

Current management is directed primarily at maintaining populations of 

muskox and reindeer at levels of maximum sustained yield, protecting 

the habitc:tts. of sea birds and other native w;ildlife, and assuring that 

the subsistence and recreational hunting and fishing rights of island 

Natives are honored in accordance lvith applicable state and federal 

regulations. 

There are approximately 249 pennanent reside11ts on the island living 

in the village of Mekoryuk oh the northeast coast. Most C!re Eskimos 

who, despite the ivhi te man's laws, consider Nunivak Island as belonging 

to them because of their·. occupancy since aboriginal. times. They use . 

much of the island and its adjacent marine waters for subsistence and 

recreational purposes and rely almost entirely on motorboats in. the · 

surrnner and· snrn\'lllachines in 1viriter for transportation.~ Snrnvmachines are 

also Used in cqnnection with reindeer· herding· as well as. by refuge 

officials for conducting surveys and censuses. 

I 
I 
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The Native village of Mekoryuk, once a village corporation is formed rmder 

terms of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971, is entitled 

to select the equivalent of not more than 3 tmm.ships (69 ,120 acres) of 

surface estate within a block of 25 townships contiguous to their village. 

The Secretary of the Interior is also authorized to 1'li thdraw and convey 

to the appropriate Native Regional Corporation fee title to existing 

cemetery and historical sites. Upon application, the Secretary may also 

convey surface estate not to exceed 160 acres of land occupied by a 

Native as a primary place of residence on August 31, 1971. 

Although the Alaska Native Claims Settle11ent Act of 1971 extinguished 

any existing -inland and offshore aboriginal hrmtirig and fishing rights, 

it is anticipated that island Natives will be slow to accept this as 

fact. Rather, they will no doubt continue their traditional sUbsistence 

hrmting, fishing, and trapping activities, both on their own lands, once 

these are patented, and on the refuge, as much as they are doing at 

present and have done in the past. 

Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge is currently managed by a "bvo-rnan 

staff locat~d at Bethel, 145 miles distant on· the maWand. These wo 

are responsible for 6. refuges in the 1vestern Alaska area, totaling about 

6.8 million acres~· .The refuge program on all 6 areas is most immediatel)r 

concerned with preservation and enhancement of their \\rildlife resources 

.. for maximum sustained benefit to people. The refuge managers seldom 

have the opportunity to visit Nunivak because of inadequate staffing arid · 

budgeting. 
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Although it has been determined by the Interior Department Solicitor 

that the Bureau has jurisdiction over all the tidelands within the 

refuge boundary, said boundary has,never been precisely described. 

At the time of refuge establishment, it was identified merely by drmvin.g 

a circle around Nunivak Island. In some instances, the b01mdary even 

extends , beyond the 12-mile territorial limit. Until a legal detennination 

and description of a true and accurate boundary is made, establislunent of 

a wilderness boundary that includes the open sea would appear to be 

tenuous at best. 

Additional complications to wilderness designation include the Soviet 

loadir1g zone for commercial fishermen located within the refuge offshore 

waters. Little is known of Soviet use of this loading zone. Although 

there is only a 4-mile stretch of road on Nunivak nrnv, the Alaska 

Department of Highways envisions the need for a road corridor around the 

entire island, Which would further complicate 1vilderness designation .. 

The provis~on in Executive Order 5095 that " ..• the establishment of this 

reservation shall not interfere lvith the use of the island for light

house, military, or naval purposes ... " would also appear to conflict 1vi th 

pro~ection of the island's .lvilderness qualities. This stipulation 

clearly provides for military use of the refuge when deemed necessary. 

Because of these aforementioned conflicts; it is proposed that the Nunivak 

National Wildlife Refuge not be designated a: 1vilderness area ·in the 

National Wilderness Preservation System. The most serious conflict appears 
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e . to be between wilderness management and protection, and the use of 

snowmachines as the established means of tra..l5portation, for management 

of reindeer and muskox, subsistence hunting and fishing, and other 
. ~ 

social requirements of Nunivak's residents. 

The following have been explored and should be considered as alternatives 

to the proposal. 

Al temati ve 1. Propose the entire -refuge for wilderness , except those 

lands eventually selected by the Natives tmder ANCSA, ''lith the 

provision that the use of snowmachines will be allowed to 

continue. Use of snO\IIITlachines may be inconsistent with wilderness; 

however, they are an established means of winter transportation 

on the island. No other people other than Nunivak residents use 

the area during the winter months. This alternative will allow 

a time-and-use zening of snowmachines and still provide wilderness 

protection to the refuge' yet will not cause a hardship on the 

residents.who depend on such vehicles for subsistence activities. 

Alternative 2. Propose the entire refuge for wilderness except those 

lands eventually selected by the Natives tmder ANCSA and prohibit 

the use of· snowmachines. · This alternative would provide a wilderness 

area free from- any winter off-: road vehicles, but would cause a 

severe hardship to the residents- of Nunivak, since such vehicles 

are an established means of transportation and vital to their 

subsistence activities. 
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Alte1native 3. Propose only the submerged lands, offshore rocks and 

islets and exclude the main island because of existing uses. Tiris • 

alternative would provide added protection to the important estuaries 

but would not include the entire island ecosystem. Hmvever, there 

would be little conflict with the current subsistence and recreational 

hunting and fishing by the locai Natives with their snmvrnadrlnes 

during winter months. 

A1 temative 4. Propose the submerged lands, offshore rocks, islets and 

those areas on the main island which are uniquely different from 

the rest of. the island. These unique features would include the 

sand dlmes on the south side near Duchikthluk Bay, the crater 

lake area surrounding Mount Roberts and the bird cliffs. from 

Mikisagirniut to Dooksook Lagoon (Figure 7). This alternative 

would provide wilderness protection to only a portion of. the 

refuge, .with little effect on Native activities. 

The sand dunes are the major wintering area for muskox. The bird 

cliffs support one of the larger bird rookeries in Alaska and also· 

is a major muskox winter use area. The crater lake area would 

give added protection to the most unique portion of the islands 

unusual crater feature. This proposal would allav snowmachine use 

of most of the Natives traditional hunting and fishing areas on 

the island. 



Figure 7. Locations of tmique features outlined in Alternative Four. 
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Appendix 2 

l\ESERVA·riON OF IJ'-~"'DS IN' JS.ATIVE VIW.GES FOR EDUCATIONA.L Pu"RPOSES 

·AL6.SKA 

It; is here"Dy ordered th2.:',:, pendi.ne survey anO. segregation 'by 
tpe General Ls.r:.d Office:; t:..Aacts of 1a~1cl i~'} t'he follovir:.g descri becl. 
J?lace.s in Alasl~a:; upon vhich the Of:tice o:t Educatiol'l ha.s crcct,eci 
sc11ool buildings) not; to exceed fo:.."';:,y ( ho) acres in each place, be;~ 
~l·l;; .:-'--.,y ""·"'"" h"'"'"·oy ·.~;o.cc:.·"\'"';:; "'~a.< "'",~.. a.,.,,.,...,; -~o-~ ._~"e uce o·"" ..'rh"' 0.,~..,.~-?cr.. ..., v.. vJ.j,\; <;,...w.., \;... \_.""" r..:: J ,._-- v\,;:...., -.;..\,4 0..1<~. _;,c:.; V ~~.I.. V .,..1. .J.. v...... w J. V••._ ..:. ""'- """ 

of Ed.uca.~.:;ion, subject to any valid cle.ims the:;:-eto e.xiGting a.:'.:. tee 
date of this order, viz~ · 

· Aku.t.an nea:;;o lD/.:;i '.;ude 5V' 17'1 longitude it:- 0 
.... 0) 35 1 

' . .t.. t.lcc. 01 li 52° 20 1 II 1 r,·,f 0 15' .....c.. j t.;-

Bec:vcr .. li 66° 29 1 II 1~·6° 55~' 
:BeJ.kofski . II II --.::. 10' II i I(? (I 51 ;:>) ~u._ 
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DO 51' II 161° 5' 

Chan ega II II 60° l:-5 I 
II li.;.Go 51 

Dio:ned.e a . ~~ . '65° 40' II .... /'"r-. 0 0; .:..0';) 

Eek n ll w<>. 5' II 162° 10 1 

Egegi~:; 
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Ga1.ena n II o~ o. ~0' 
II 158° 5' 

· Goodnm:s Bay II II . 59" 10 1 H ·, 6-· 0 30' .... ..!... 

l-Ia.n1il~con II H. ·62" l, c f II ., (J. 0 0' .., .I ..:...v.~ 
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Kal·cag 11 II J.::lt 0 20 1 II 158" 50 1 

~. ..... 
Kulu.'<ak u • 'II -ao 50' II 159" .,5' > .. r 

Kanat;ak II H ·57" 35' li .... __.. r'o 
.i.;:>O '.10 \ 

(, Xa.r1uk II II .:?" 30' II i c:), 0 30; .1. ........)·• 
· ~{ushcga H ll 53" 25' ll - ./ r1 0 

.L01 'Ol 
lCil1g Island. li il 610 58 1 II "\<~(I 1' ~ ..... O.i.. 

Kokrines li' H 0::0 '55' II 
"'! .:::'· 0 50 1 
J_/1...' 

!Co.~~lik· il II· 63" 0' II "': 6-::,o 20' ~ -' 
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Koyuku...'c '' u 65" O' II ~ C:7" 35' J.._.) I 

Noat.ak II I! 67" 40' II . -. r.:,, 0 0' . ...Lv.)-

Nuni val{. 11 H &:;" h,o.~ II I,_._ v 1~0! 0"' - ./ 
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Executive Order 
\ .. 

. .. ,: Nunivak Island Rese:rv&tion Enlarged · 
-~-- ---~- -- . 

· Alaska 

. It is hereby or'dcred that Triangle Island and all small un1lflmcd · isla.nds n.nd 

, rocks.lying adjacent to Nunivak Island, Alr.ska, and alllanCls under water appurte

nant thereto, located approximately in latitu,dc 60° N., longitude 1G0° W. from 

Greenwich, in Bering Sea, and lying within the boi.lndm·y indicated by tho b~oken 

line upon tho diagram ·&ttachod hereto and made part ·of· this order, be, and the 

same are hereby, reserved and set apart ior the use of ths Department of Agriculture 

as a reiugo and breeding ground for wild bli•ds and g·a.me nnd fm·bearing animr.ls, 

subject to existing valid rights. 

These islands aro hereby added to and made part of theN univnk Island Rcserva· 

· tion, Alaska, and shall be subjec~ to ull pTovisious of law1 regulations, uud orders 

~overning said reservation only in so iar t.s tho sD.me apply to their usc for wild-lifo· 
refugo purposes. 

HERBERT HOOVER 

·THE Wm.TE Housl'J1 

October 22~ 1930. · 

[No. 6470] 
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CnANomo THE NA~·~S or CI:nTI.rn Fr:D!nA.t. 

. WILllLH'E Hl:Fl1G1:S . 
---·-.;t-~-::xn, 

BY 'rHt: PI\ESlDl::ll't m• "l'lll': IDII'l'J::I> STAT£!! 
OF Al.I!:RICA 

A PROCLA.l'.1ATION . 

WHEREAS cert.uln. nreas or land nnd l 
water in the United State.:;, Its TcrriV;Jrles, 
and Jt.s lnSlllnr possessions have been re-I 
served Rnd ~:ct a.'>.ldetrom. time" to time ns 
refuees nnd. brccdinr: grounds !or nn.L!va I 
I birds, m!eratory wnlcr!owl, wlld nnirn::~ls, 

· · and other !o:ms o! wildli!e, on which lt 
1s unlawful for rmy p.;rson to hunt, trn.p, 
cnpLure, willful~· cllsturb, or kill nny bird 
or wild anlmnl o! uny ldrJd v;hn.tsoever, 
to tul:o or destroy the n.~sts or cc:gs of uny 

: Vlild bird, or to occupy or u.se any part 
I or such reservations or to enter thereon 

· 1!or uny purpose, except ns perm!Ucd by 
law or by rules und regulations o! the . 
Secretary of the Interiol', ln ordc.- that 
the con:;crvat!on and deve!op:ncnt of the 
natural wlldli!e resource:; mny contribute 
to the economic wcl!o.rc of the Nptlon 
and provlc!e opportunit!e.s !or v:holcisome 
recreatlon to the c!Uzens o! the Unlted 
Stutes: and · 

\VHEREAS some or the Statl:s !.'\rc setG 
t!ng aside arcus of land und 'rl'utcr for 
slm.llar purposes, such ncUon by the 
States being furthered by the !let o! Con
gress approved 8eptembcr 2, 1D37 (50 
Stat. 917), which prov1d0.'3 that the 
United St..'ltes shall E'.ld lhc Stutes in 
vrildll!e-restoratlon projects; and 

,• 

I . 

WHEREAS lt 13 nttLT"lt:' and. desirable 
thut the nP.mes or such Federal r.re::;.:~ 
should dlstlngul.o;h them !rom projects o! 
the States or !rom preserves u.ucts.:r pr1· 
vate ownershlp: 

,, 

NOW, THEP..EFORE, I, FRA1'{3:L!N D. 
ROOSEVE'T . .!l', PrcS.:d~t ot the Un.Jtccl. 
Stat-es o! J.merlca, do proclaim that the 
n£>.mes or the Federal \-l'"!lcUJ!e rein~~ 

jllstcd oolow e.re bc~hy changed s..!l 
·IndJc.atco: 

.AJ.eutlnn Islands P...eser.vn. tlon 

Bez'inr& Sen P~scr;atlon 
Bogosio! P..eserntlon 
ChamLc:so !.s1and Rescr1o.tlon 
Forrester Lslund nescrva.t!on 

'fJ '"" v J.Ieutlan Islands Natlonal Wilc!l!fa 
Re!uze 

!I~ "'BcriruJ Se?. National Wl!c!ltfe P...c!u::;e 
tat .. Bo~o..>lo! N:>.t!on!ll Wlldl!fc RefU3"e 
tc.s vChum!s:;o Na.t1on::.l Wlldl!fc 7:.::::ft::;~ 
ts t. rrJ:"'Qrrester ~'lli."ll!d !'9-t!on.:;.I ,HilcEl.; P....;){" 

· 
5 

uee , 
Ruzen Bn.y Mlgrntory Waterio'l7l Re!l!ee "":>~Ha:-,co :Bay Natlcn!ll V/ildl!fc Rcfu:;~ 

., 1' Hnz.y lslunds I'....cs;::rr::.tlon. 'lfJ-J,J:l::.z:;,- !.:>ln.nd.3 No.tlonal Wlldi!f.:l nc:.ru:;b 
! Nnnivnk !.~13-hd R~cz-';·atjr)n, \ .7A' _.i>i'UlllVi!k N~ .... Uonru \Vildli!e R.:~ft!:rr~ , 
... 'Saint L~ .. 7zri!l P...cscrvuUuu \:i~l()\t Srs.1r--~t L.~i...ur~r.. !'~:it!Viji:·..l V/gd~it.;- r~:d~;5 

&mld.l Island!! Wildll!o Refuge '. 'It,, Bcm!d! .National Wilc!Jl!c R<Jru:;.; . 
'Iip:edn! Rc~crvatlon "II1'V.~edn.1 N:.:.t.lo~ \Vildll!c H .. :!!u;:;o .... 

i . . ... 
~ ' r. ..... 

' ... ..... • :·.·· 1 •• • ••• . ! . . ·. :· ., i 
j .. ; 

' I .• 

. . 
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. : .· .. " .... :·. ""'-: ~ : .. ·.). ;: ': · ... " ! .~ ... ~ .... :., : ... ,:,·:. ~ ...... I' •· ' 
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(P\tbllc Lnnd Ordar 11771 

ALASKA 

WrTHORAWINC PVOLIC LANDS f'On SCHOOL 
.PU!IPOSt:S; I'AflTIALLY REVOKING EXF.CU• 
TIVE O!IDER OF JAUNARY 1, IOOJ, EX!:Cl.f• 
TIVE ORDER NO, 501)5 OF M'!IIL 15, 1920 
/.ND DEPARTMENTAL ORDER Ok' JANUARY 
:u, l9aa 

l3y virtue of the nuthorlty vested In 
the Pl'cs!dcnt by Section 1 or the net oC 
June 25, 1910, c. 421 (30 Slnt. 817; 43 
U.S. C. 141) nnd OLhN'Wlsc. nnd pur~U:lllL 
to ExccuL!v,c Ol'dct• No. 10355 or May. 2G, 
1052, nnd the net of May 31, 1038 (52 
SLnt. 593; 48 U.S. C. 353nl, it Is orde1·cd 
ns follows: · 

Subject to vnlld existing right~. the 
following- described public lnnds in 
Alaskn nrc-hereby wlthdrnwnn. from nil 
!orms of npproprlntion under Lhc pul>lic
lnnd lnws, lncludlng Lhc mining nnd the 
mlnernl·lensing lnws, nnd reserved 

• und!!l' the jurisdiction of the nurcn.u or 
Indian Afl'nlrs, Dcpnrtmcn~ o! the In· 
tcrlor, fol' school PUl'poscs: 

6AVOONOA (60540) 

Dcglnnlng nt n point on the bt'nch or 
Dcnrtng Sen on the north eldo of St. Lnwroncc 
Xslnno In npprox:mnto lntltude GJ"42" N., 
!on~ltudo 170'20' W., from WlllCh the nont;
cna~ · corner oC tllo achool building l>cnr; 
south, 100 feet nnd wcat, 230 fee~, thcncu 
l:louthru.torly, 100 !c~~ to n point on tho 
rnat nldo oC n crrl'lt; Northwcr.torl)', 71i:i fr,•t 
to n point on tho bont;dwnlk: North, 2~0 Ccc~ 
to n lnrgc boulder on tho bench oC Dertn~ 
Sen: EMtcrly, 7BO feet along the bench w tho 
'potnt o( bcglnntng, 

The trn.ct described contnins npproxi
matcly G ucrcs, 

Mr.!<OKYUK [53037] • 

Ilcglnnlng nt t\ point from wl\lcl\ tho 
northrMt corner or tl\O Aln.."kn NnU\'C St'tVt<"e 
~cho"l bullcllnr. bcnrs South, ll5 feet, In np. 
proxlmntc lntlt\lclc G0"23' N., tonr,ltudo 
1GO.l2' \V., the-nce cnst, 3 t fl"ct n lnchi"~: 
fiOulh, 450 fre-t: Wt'!lt, &50 ff'ct: nor~h. 4!'.10 
feet; cnst. 610 feet a lllchc• to polnl o! w
glnnlng. 

The tl·nct described contn!ns 5.6 ncrcs. 
The Executive order or Jnnunry 'i, 

l90J. l't::-;:crvh\t;' Snlnt Lnwrcncc I!~l:\nd 
ru,' f' r.:·itit~ct:·r ot»~~o:~. E:,\."cuu .. -~ .. or~~·.~~· 
No. 5005 of Alll'!! 15, lll~O. C'~l,\IJH~hinl: a 
wildlife rcfu1:c on Nunl\'1\k Isinnd. und 
the D\'pnrt.mC'nlnl onlC'r of Jnnunry 24, 
1938. tcnmomrlly l'Cst•i·\·inl: lands fill' 
SChOO\ )llli'POSCS, 1\I'C hC'l't•by l'l'VOk,•d so 
!nr na they nrrcc~ Lhc nllovc-dc•scrlbcd 
lnnds, 

Onn: L&'\VIs, 
- Asslsta11t S~crclarv of tl1c lulcrior, 
JUN!: 28, 1955; .:t-9 Jlt/ 

:, II"~ n; ~· M·MO~: :f'!l<'d, July 12, 10:•.:>: 
a :(6 n. m.1 

~· 
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~Y vir~\,~0 o'Z t: .. l.) aGt:· .. v:.:~t~' 
:n t~:;;! ~"..:)~ .:;'7 s:. :~::;3 C5~ 

1. ;Jl'l:.Jc0·~ tc \':,;~( .. ~x:;;:;·~h"!.:;· :.·~~·::t-s, t:-..(. 
\::~z~:::::..:·.:~ l.:v::::~ Y;~:i:;:: 

•••.•• .-•• v •• v •.• v1 ·~::.~ 2.:.;:.\; ... 
-~:::..ry oZ ~~1-:o :::t..;~:~::1·, ~:.~,.; ~"';.::;·,.:-:;";/J ,~·~·~::
C.::r..-\\'~1 :~\:Jrl':.. t:l:l :Zu::::~ .. :.:; cf ~~:.):..-.:,~)::~.:.:~;.:.~::. 
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~:1.) 1~1:;.1~i~:;· (3~ ·::i.S.0.1 Ci~. 21 ·~·~~ 
:;:v; f::\J, .. ~ ~c2.si~~::,· ·tl::::t.r:.:..· t::(! ~~ .. :.~ ... 0::.:::.! 
illft i~\vs; r..:..1d ~·~sc~:v~O. ·fv;.· sct-6vol ~y~· ... 
l?oses: 

~ ... ';."'(:.ntt.l:\':.7;, 
:.cl~ :::, ··::.j~s. s-... ... -:..·v.::y ~V5~. 

CV~11;:.!;:~~:.~;~ G.~O acl·~~. 
';.). l'{i.!.'JL.~:~·)~~~t:Jt.."!t:i-, 

::o·; :., ·c·.:.:;. 'i:.:·~a·\··~'1 ~V{V. 

CV~'li:~.::~::t:; ~.3C ~~t:!•"~.5. 
~ .. :-:cai{l;.~J;·t 

:.ot 1. ~c.t~. E:.,t:~~v'-'Y .. ~0{.3. 
Co:r ... t~;.ir.~.ia~ ~."i:j ;l..Cl\;:.::;. 
C. r.-.·ini:v, 

"l).S. 5"..'i'..'V\Jj {(/;~~ 

:;_ O.C.O '-"C~\!S. 

.~ ... c:.:;::z. 
z;;.~if. 

:r .. ~t ~. ~J.;:;. St1:·vcy {GOG. 
C.::.:~r.i~-;.~::.:; S.Ci i.\C~~c.-;. 

::; • .J:.(!1:l.';J~·.,·t, 

Lot ~. ·c.S. e~ .. ::·vvy 36G7, 
Con~.;:-~~:..:.: .. r,:.; :::!.7C ;:~c;:~..s .. 
~1~ ~'ill·::.[,IC, 

.S . .S\t:·vcy,:025, 
Gol'lt~·~i:.A!i~~~ (; . ..:;a :tCi'ti. 

2 .. :2~:::.:,~~3 ~c.-~:6. Ol'c~~:.·:> :.:.:v. ~1 r;·: (...;. 
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:;..::i~zt }~··.:nels in t1-:a ~~rcas .c:Jso~"ib~C. l:::. 
:.:jt • .':".\ll~·::.\".,:'J~ .. - :l o-.1 ~:~~~.:.; (;:,:c:G:.~. . 

;,,. ·:-::c ~)~:~~nc.,~~y o~~.:!ct~··.:0 c-:. t·t"'.!~s v:~~~:.· 
1s to l'eQc.JJ~"'lb~ .. i11. ·~e~:r;.:..s o::. -~::\;) :jt4~:11~~ 
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t..-.. ..... :.~· . . : ::: ... ~ .. :... _ ... ~· .... :.u ";.,:-.: ~:::.0::~:-; ;:-.. ;~ .. {~ Cc~~l~~~. 
\f~~·J l::.~·~~J :::~·j::.:c l:~:.~~~: :::; :·e;·~ili'.i.~c.:~ ·~o ~l~ .. c 
t:.~::.~.::s;;;;.·~/~.;:1 ~-;·..:4:;:!-:~ .:·~c ..... ::.~:: ;~~~ t:·i:~ 0!.'(::!:.:. 

~~~ "0~1·;;~~ l\} ~-: ... :. .. "':. Ol~. :..·· .. ·~::/ ll, l~.JG, t1:,:: 
Z~~::::-: o:. 1--:~~~::~ s!:~ .. :: .. :.::.::/..; :.:.. l:Jl'a~::~T~~: 

· ::~·:r~::..:::.~io:"l ~..; ~e::(;~;;; ~:1y !:-.. ::.{:s · 
-z--..·:;~::- '.\rs._·.~: .. ::.:.._·-:../.!.'~":. ·::,~! t:·.:.is o:.·~c:.4 • 

~-H=:: ~;,:.·ov;.c.c:: 

s-~~-~. 7c;;: 
;;.-:·: u-:. t:~.:I r .. ~"~ ~,__:~~' 7, ::::.58 .,_r;~ S~:·.~. 

. ~~,::). _'::.1..'~;:;._· ·~~").:~"'·.; ~ .. :;.t~ ;--.r:.c~ ~::.G·~:.~ t;'!c l~·~uC.:.; 
::;~~::~:~ ;: ... !~.:.:: .... _(: ...~~::~ ~ ~.::;t. :.;.J <;-.):jlic.;.1.tiv:1, ~j::~·~

~ ~~:(;~ic:l ~c:·~c::::~~! ::.r, 

v~ \;:~~if,;t::~G 
:.:\:::~~~~::.~,.·0::::.1~:..-:ts c~ rl,::.~;l:.::r._·,j;v. 1:1.\V. !':..~1 v~--..:~.:: 
i .. :J~il:~~t:orJ.s ~·..:.;;:,i-,'-0C. r-.t o~~ p:::o::: to :s 
~.~:-". 0~1 ;;·u·1Y 1:, :..C0J, s~1~11 J~ C0~·~si(i;.; .. \:.c: 
f .. & :.;i:-:~~~~·v::a:cc:~t~7 :._:!~:1 -.:t t:-:~:; t!:::~. 
r::·:::.cs~: :.:~cei"IC~ ·;~::~~.._·.);;--:..Ctc:..· 5i:.z..:~ i;,\3 D-~·:·.
s:.:::;):\~:c: ::1 .. v~:.:: c~· .::::~· ::..~ ~~!h::t. 

5. ':.."'!.:.:.: ;·0!e~4.sc..:: ::::.r:C:s \Vi~l ;~~ C:J~~: 
c:;:·~::;,;:.::·~!o:~G ~\:· .. ~ v~~e::·~·; ~~1~~~· t~"' .. :; :.:· .. i~:c1·::..~ 

~ ._" ':" : 
...,vu~ 

:::.1v"'/S, ~ .. :·"~ ~:, :uc~ ... ~'i0~1. \:..~~c:~:~ ·~::~ 
:c .. \-;,':3 ::..:~.\e:~~ :c ;;...1.:.:~. c:-... ;;\~~Y ::, 

;;~--~~~~:~~;~i~~'f~~i~;~~~-.~~~~:·:~~:~:~~ i~~:~;;:i: 
:;s~::o~ .. t~ ol :W:;.~1C. :v.r{~~"t.~fr:O~T ... C~1~V, :.~;:~~~·0~.::;.~-;.:;. 
...1.!~s!c().. 

:::6~~:: ,t\~.;u:-~~..s~Jx, 
Jls~is·ia/n:~ Secr~;tary ih\J :lnt~r;ct. 

"("""• 
o~o;.JUU, 

D:4t; n .. 111...] 
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NEl~ORAJ.'JDffil 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Juneau Area Office 
·Bo;-c 3~8000 

·.Juneau, Alaska 99801 

·August 

IN I~EP.I...\' REI'"£R TO; 

. U' •.• ·P ,. .. ~~~ .,, .. J.,..... -·· Strp.n, .c• __ ........ , .... 

X H~:~'!-a v y .Dl~..,..4> 

Regional Director~ Bure.au of Sport Fisherfef""a11a'' v 1";? 

Wildlife, Portland, Oregon 

· Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs ' 
Juneau,· Alaska 

Transfer of BIA School I.J'ithdrawal 

Reference is made·to your request of July 26, 1968 for the transfer 
.of our school property at Nash Harbor on Nunivak Island to your 
'Bureau. 

Executive Order No. 5289 dated Harch 4, 1930, covers the withdra.,lal 
of a number of school sites for use by our Bureau, including U. S. 
Survey 203:3, containing .:L.~3.3..._acres at ~!ash Harbor. \?e ha•1e deter
mined that our school buildings and the land withdrawal at Nash 
Harbor are no longer required for use by our Bureau. 

·In accordance with 40 U.S.C. 483 (c), Part 205.10.3(2) of the 
Departmental Nanual and a~thority delegated by the Secretary of 
the Interior's Order No. 2330 ana by Sect~on 313(4) of our 
Corr:missione::- 1 s Order No. 551, U. S. Survey Z038·, containing 3.33 
acres, incl~ding the irnprovecents locat2d thereon, is hereby trans
ferred to the Bureau of Spo~t ?isheries and wildlife for use in 
connection with the _Nuniv~k Natiohnal Wildlife 

1

Rebge. 

/ ~: ·" ~ <0 . ~ .__ ...... ..-~-7 ··~ ~-..c"'c_~-..-.;,) 

..·. 
.. .. . ' •, .. ·· . 
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IN ~E?l. V REFER T01 

To: 

P::o"O.: 

· . 
.,...,. . d·~ . D ,. 11 T ·,' Un1te . otates ; · epartment or t .... e ... ntenor 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
WASH!:\GTO~, D.C. 20NO 

'· 

Regional Solicitor, Ancho~a3e 

Associate Solicitor, Territories, Hildlife & Claims 

Su'!:>j ect.: Nunive:t Reiuge ar:.cl BSF&:-1 Jurisdiction over Surrounding 
Tidelands 

i-le have .. revie';·7ed your me.'nf)randu::n of July 13; 1972 ~ ~vith 
attached !!let erial, and '.·le are in egree::tent. ~·lith you1:. opinion that 
the Nuniva:-. Isl.l.nd :Rese!:Vations included the tidelands. 

A,. 

There is no question ~h~t the United States cla~~ed 
So'v,~e~~n '"-l+- 1 "' to S"c'h ia .. .:~s "'" ""he """~"' o~ ';;'··ecu+-<>~v"" O'""'er t:..i.. -.:>• l...o...,_t.;; ~ •• - •• U t;;.w 1.. \....._4.1.1;!. .;.. ,...l .. "'>.. . w-. C _<..;. 

5095, dated A::?ril 15, 1929. There see.-ns little question of 
this -;.;hethe.r or not the tidelands Here specifically reserveC.. 
:!o~·:re.ver, :S:·:ecut:i ve. Order 54 70, dated Octo;, er 22, 1930, did make 
such reservation specific by ~he language: 

• and all lands under 't·Tater eppurtenant 
thereto • • and lying \·Tit'hin the boundary 
indicated by the bro:cen line upon the diagrll!!l 
attached here • 

,....._,.,. o.,.,"'y .,.e"'SO"' .t::o~ +-".,-~'g '1 a.,..,,.,~,.e uou1 d ., .......... ea.,. ""O be '~--0 Create .l.-·- . ··-:- . - ... ·-. ~ ;.. '-·-~ - ·:-:-"""' ,., : ..... ::':.:' - ~ 
a unJ.f~ed area, ~nclud~ng t~Gelands, Ior the re=uge purposes 
sta-::ed. As such, it Has not affected by the·Submerge.d Lands 
Act:, 43 U.S. C. 1301, \·Thich specifically e:.::c0pted all lands 
e.xp:::.-essly retained by or ceded to the United S~ates ~·lhen a 
State entered the Union, and any rights the United States 'had 
in lands at such t~~e, and lartds actually occupied by the 
UniteC States u~Cer cl~~ of right. ~he Statehood Act, 72 State· 
':!":\0 ":.t/,1 <:;!,.,.,.. ::..!,\ "'"'"'"'.;.;:.;,.,.,11,r .,..,...,.1,;;;:.;! l>11 i::l...,r, l>nil T.r:~f-t>'!" 
__ .;, --,_, ---· """\."-.! ,, -::---------., --------- -·-- __ ..... __ .......... - :· .. ~· ~-

previously \olithd.ra~m. · The land here i:1Volved had been withdra'tvn 
for the refuge, includ~ng the tidelands, and still reT-ains a part 
of the refuge. 

} 



Our revievl of ·united ·s'::.e:::es v. 'Alaska.', 423 F.2d 764, 
does not change the forego.ing opirdon. 

. ·(.' 

.! 

/J ~ d ~""~l~·o,- /?p ~ . ~-
'-- ...::...,/'\;~;..-- '\,;.'-"". ~~~1\/~.v ...... d:.r 

C. Bre~·7ster Cha?rnan, § • 
Associate Solicitor 
Territories, Wild~ife & Claims 
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... · 
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(Jan. l~ar.r .... 
Ul\ _..J STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN't-• .• vR 

~~~H ~No;~ i~tit..t ~E:'se:RvicE: 28739 
,L~t' l,.~ I-~,. ~··.r !j.;}rr.)·-l)·_rr;~)'! r ~:;nf ')r{j l)j SPECL"J us F.'·. DERMIT) ;:,) d~~(~':i "Jd r ~~i:! ~try.~r:r:~r.:~ .f!/:.~· r 

F:i ... le~ \J~;t.J.\.'A' ... J\J\.P . .'·J !'!:j ()~ r.hd.H'~!~q (}h!.;t::t J'"f:r' ..... ·.-~:..~. ..:..:.1,~ ·-. '· ~ •· ·:'irf•).!i .;;;.~:·q Jilt:-~;:;~~;-·~.~~.·~:·.:.,.~·.:(~ r .. ~r,:~ 
601 .. 4 , . .)');) \) . ,) ', ,J.\. ,I 

- ;~i ,~,;·1Dfl J';)il;:v::ra l:!(•=om}'rtHf !:Jr!J M h"jrrntt "' ~)·•:i, r?~'·h ~-·_N1.r! :!.1>:i:~t·~·.:..:f c.~ate,., ... ~lar~t,.__J.~ .. l?..5.2!...~; . .,.!;._ •••• -~ •••• -
. ~q ~-~· i·J ;-1~·~ or!·! ~_·rj ~;~b·:~\z'·-; r.r~J ((~ tt ... :-f.t.fu:~ ::i o~·f;_! :1;-;!~ ft ~:··~ • ~i !i')t",t '!::: rtn ~v·r rto· ·.1 ·J· ;····;·):. ··: ::;:.:·_.~!.UJ ,~_.~~.'if·~·< •i:r::t 

The:;;fj~l}1 r;~i}9;·I~~~idiife -~ ~.ei•v~c~·:jc)~ ';(J1~ ... _coilsid~i:afi~n' and ;u!)d·~r.:'the.:tO.n:diti6ns 'ancf\;eq~li~;~n1~nts ap· 
• ~ c • •• • • 1 • • .'·~:..;·;·~·):. ·).T~ \tJ,J'dJ.;i • 

pe::>.ring on the reverse; side hereof.. aud hereinafter mer1:tiont.:>d . which a1~e ,1~1ade a •-part hercp.f grunts t 
•' h• •••••.••. , , ,,, -•·~ • . ... :.'.'~ !1 ·~i:. ·:.··~ ,":;i~(···•) .:_'}nJ'i.\ tl. 

; _ilQ~~eflt,:~:m,~~;~~}:~::~:-~-;_:_-::2~' ·::;; ;~,t~!~:r~~~~~!t·S>,-~id~;~ 0~~-:,~~- • 
herema1.ter.lefenedJo as the }1einutte.e, the noht to .:J.SJ;:.""""-="p.r.~.ua.lJ,< .. J.>.,;;, ___ ....... ..,_c_..,. ___ o..__.,..._""'""··-C~ ... >"· ... -.:.·!, __ _ 

.~ ... :.: ~·~~: ro, .:· .. : .•. ·.· .• ;;.! ··r ,,.t~! ·.:-·~.;i· ·. , · ... :· ·.:·~ 1 ., . .(Give.~ull description of-land.:; to· •. b~ u~cd by unit, number, legal description~ 
........ . :·· ·;,-·':J' .· . .'. :·~·.··.,··,··.": ····, ·. :.. ........ . ... 't: ,·-, ': ..... '!'"'• ';, ••.. : ~:.':~. ~ .... :,.: .. . 

"' .!-\..~,'!r.•"l1'r"'r:v·:,., ... r.·l.r;,;1.0--.,.;.lrt(~"'"' ·r1"'"'"'r·"'~,.s.~r"' "'.._t!>Ct;,,-~\ .• ,-. ,, 1 ....... cu.,, ..... ·c.: .... · ......... r,. .. • U1---~--1:..~~1"");.... __ __.L ..... _ _.:.........L! -;;'-l..;...j~- .L...:.:.....v_ .. .L...:..a~l.t ~ .. ~J .. J.J.JJ .. _ ... ~.:A..J..t fo.~ .~..~.. ... !. .... ~..J._., __ .:~.,..-- .. --:. ....... ~- ... -...,.._--~.,-- ... ....,. • ..:.,... .. --· ... .., .. __ .. __ .. _______ _ 
metes and bounds, \vith rc!ercnce to a road or stream or well-known landmark, or by other recognizable d'esigriaiions)' • · · • · '· .. • • · · · · ... 

-----------!;~~~~~~:~::~~,~:. :·:~I~: .~· '~_::";!:~~~: .-:~~~~~.s ~:; ~ :: ~~~ ··~ ~::~' n;~~.:; +~:~ ~:; -~~~:~;: .0.~,~:~~:-~!~~n.i~~J~~t~~'-;oil~.i:.YJl1~9jJJJ~tLR:: 
"X'Y'lf~':;T.~l:v':rrrmr~.;.-n•,Y'•iJ"'!" ~,--.,.,>:":~·.:· ··.·~;. ",.,:,:.·.:,.,,!' •t'b·: ·.- 'd .·:f··,.'in"'+.,..,.~t·ir.n';.,:·v·'_·,..,,.,~nt"'r:~ncc o, 
-~;~'-"-t.Ul..i'-<~J~\;'1 .1 ll.<..w.:.JL.,.tiu"'e • .tJ.J.Jl;;:.l>-=----;-,--·,--;-:-·r:7.·-~·~:-:•) . O.X,_, . :e pui po.,,e,o ---··~~w.w..w""-"-v-.. ~-~0..--'~·--- .. ··---:--~,,~----·~-.. , 

' . ,. , -.·:·; !tf) '.<~.,:{:.~J:(~t~t-;.)"! :·· w:·<·:,_:-:.:L,;:•:; .,~~; .l ··)~.~::t~·:·_.;,.~(J?~s~l'l_~c_.~)"~\eOfuse-dCSI;;:nate:th~QU:.'l.nt~ty,e:hnrnC~\!r, 

p:t~e~fzb:ri.ca.t~d .. b,,.; ,_ riir .. ;:;. :·or ... rrsCi __ as__a_.a,""J.i:.crry.J:·md.ll.e.aiJ.qu.:;r_t_ors...l'.Q;r.._j:, '}f! __ ],Q.Q£-l...Ji&.t.i.<?.~··w:.d. .......... . 
and unH._s or \YO?,{:, ,h~~f., ~( o.t~.~~ ))r?.d~fh; .t~ l..~; ... c~.tt .. u~~ . . 1~m.~~~d~ .~he n~m~er o~ ~:!in~ni ~-ni:t.l! gt·nzlng, t~e fl!Jlu·oximuW ncren.{;e. tv b:.: tilled. etc .. ) .' 

Q !")."' Tt'r"::o!i~ -~.··: .. -~·~::-,:; •.. _ ... !);tt···~~.!...f,t.,r_ .. -.,~:··!o;_'·~·:;...·:.:;t· .. :·t_!;t. ·:..f.f .. · :·tJ , .. ·. 'h·t 'T ..... d .·.,~t' ," ..-l 
m!I0. .. 11 ... 1 • ._"·"'::-'"··~:r·---:~'':"'"'t7;-::-:;:·•;.:~·:;::;,-r·:-·:;::-,-~;:-:;-;··;·;:~-:--:~:""!'(~llv OI 1~() ~- le:': })Ul ppse. \\ . c\ e'er UllL 0 ne per 10 

"'Ji.~: :wt :)/ij .. ~ci (:_) \~rl:l·.~·!.:l.fd ');_j. ':"t!~'J';i:: .• :~: .. _~,·.-.;.'1 .. ; 1~:~·~~ \;!:l"!l.:·r.---?~~1! 1);., ~ ... : '~;::.:':··,,._ .. .; -~~l;u;. r:~·· . .- ~··.::: 

'~'~---..,.,...,.r 1 1<1~9 t n"'"'"'""""'-.. ':11 ~-_,::;.19 "to·_,)·- 1· · • ·::7.-: : .. ; -~ _,,_,,_; ,;:•j .ri "·.:: ~ ::. 
~....._v----$----------t v..- ---• 0 ··-'-'-""',"-'•·~--..J...lo~----• .. -~·-• lllC USlVE!o 

~:!J.; .. ;!\,rn.;~·!(';" ·~~_.- ... ·,..--,;;-.;; tL · ~-;~··' ~·~2·/·~·~-~~ .oJdt l~.· ~:!~;-.-:~~i~ .... !.1.:.:-:;t:: ·.~ l:_~:;- ·.:c: :: ·.nc ··~:. .. ;;!: ·.~~l~i' :tr:~·r~· r ;~ .. r .·1 

Th_e'p~rli1itte~,~sha1l,:prior to the.exercise· of'ariy privilege mider .this pel~mit,··payJor.the us~ otprivilegt.: 
'J~~~--'·:~J~s.·:::::.:;~· -.. < ;,~ :.:-~.:~~.~!·~,.-·:~ ;~{J ·;;.:-~\ ;~~- :, .. -~-.j~ ... ~l· ·.~ -~ ·~· ... ·:~. > J:•r:· ;~·~;. -,··.;t .". : ;~:r·:·· ... !·i: -~ :·.-.... · · 

specifiecTllercin :· (a r ::dotal" fee' of ~.l?x~ .. us.a~:.:·~2.:..:..,~-~: jni.fuii payment for such' use' or privilege; (b) a total 
• •·· -·-· ··~~J .J"I j., .... ...:_ '·~ ·' :" ·• '•. " • ~• -.·· . , 

f f ~ \ < Qt I~~- f"~,.· .. i ., .. # ... ~ .. 't 11'tn~, .. t 0 ' • 't 11 ~ -~'!' ·'-"••; ('."'\ ,(,~;:,... •. a• ' '•r• ·~ -~ ,,t' C, "d ~j ''"' • ., ';"' ee o 'i'c-:.:.:..~~-:.·:.;-,:,.:.·'>.G).P:··~I!S. a . en s as o ows: ..,:.~~------.:.. .. :~...:.:.... own pa;ymen , an . .:_....::,~ ______ ..:.:._ _ _, ________ ; or 
~ ;~ .. :~n .) \I~•L ~~ · ~.:.~~~. .. t' 1i;~·i ;; ~!·f ·~~;J: L n· ... ·~ :5 t:;:~. ~ · !)r~;~~ .. ~ .. fi~ ·= ~d ·.;_; ~~-.~;-0~:; i.~~>:~ :h·-::.; ;: . .':- .. :; 2 ~~:;, :) ~ ::~~i ; :.-: : ··.: ;JT ~~·:r·;;· ·:·.-.;"!·, _ _.~ .'~::;, ·f .. :; i ~ 

(c) at the rate of$--·------.,--,....----= per ·- p~y~iJie -~:;,,·;:-·~·.-.-~---·;:··--;---··• down,pa~'ment, ar.d balance in 
.. u.:.r,·~ :::;.Jt:;t·~L.:::t;~:;:J.t,:~: .... ~f .,. 1· • "!··..-.· .... 11) - ... • ; ... ·... :.).· ~~· ...... . ,}) .•• ·~ ... 

ins~n~:~:~,:,f~fiD;i~~!-()F );,}::);{~f;~~:{~t~~;::f~.,.?~,i~:¥~~~~Yf~;~i--/i,;:~~,;:.:±;'~i~~::·:--_ --
Spec1a1 co1.c.1tlons .. .1..,._ ___ ...... "-'-"'·-P-ex::m.:Li:.. . .:Lll .. ~u.ed. ..•.• :u .. b,Je.c_ ... __ ...,o. __ !;..-..,~ar:c.e."_D:J. .. !<l.e .. Al •• ,., •• s..~--···•"~-~·:-!..~.------ .. 

Se:rlice 'for rion-coni'lic"l:; i-Ii th cxisti.11g or pleJ0-11ed instcl.lation:p~ . ,-,_, .·. 
--------.. ---~-............. _ .... ______ _z.,. ____ ~ .. .:..:~ 1 ~ ~ !:a. .. .:::l:t.i..o!L3J. .. _GD..;?..l:'!i~_sl12ll~-rer;lli..!:f.! ___ c~ol-:p l ~ 2.nCe .... _onut:1~--t~::.r ... '.:i~---~'.i.: ___ .. 
r;.u- e;;:)loy·c::s·~ ·~o:~.:tr~ctors a.~d Gi.r!8nts 1!ho ~re ~)re~e:1:t: on···t!1c Re:·~!e c..~ ~·· 1--cs~l t ci t~;is 

- I. ., •"' - -

"""~-!""I:;'{-... <~·~·:< 1 !"111 "!-'r-·~n"""'· ... t -:~:.r('"" ~n ... ~ ..,.~.~:~,,...,:t..t~;nn~ ~("'n'1~,...~ .. .....,i~'~ t,, 11~.:-.~a,...,~, "·!11~1;~::-A •tt:::."':"t!':7D~ ~lV-r..- .. ...a-v!f"":"'·•·~\IC.lo- ·-~-..J: .. _u_.t..,._...c.,. _____ ...... ~ .. --~J...!-U~-~ ...... ~"$""-'-'-W--t.J2;.:_.,_ -----i!..!.. ..1~ .. _ ... ,_---.'"w~-~--,...J.-~';;l'"l,-~~!,j.."r'~.:.(..Jt_ 

.4J::.tac:1ed is ~ copy· of -Section ,36.,21-27, 50 CFR-3pecial Ref:,"Ula.tions for the !iuniw-d< 
!L3:t..\o.::t~1-~;;LJ;ilif~$:..J?~:.:~t;e-<&-'"'-'"J.,.,._;~:. ..... _ .. ___ ......... ---· .. --~--~-i-:·--~:--~~---...... ----_:_ ___ ;. ______ ~ .. ____ ....; __ ... ____ :. .. .;;... . ....::~.~.: .... _____ ~;---.. ~--·-~~ .. -----------

3.,. Adequate :.sanitary facili tics rl'ill be ip:rovided:in.- the 'r;,u..:lld.L"lg to 
p~a~.ent-.-~.hc~-c~~t;19n.-~£~~~:·,he4~i. ... h.3.~~ .. ~~-~~,tl1e-~¥:~ge-~nf''"! .. r!"c.~-r.~-.:; ... ~t-::-~:-·--.. : .. :. .. -=--..... --~---.... ~--------- .... -

q.,~.n·: .. ;.; .. i.; ,~ r·.;. 1.): ... t. •. ; t .~ ... ··q~· ; ·~·,·:,;J :...·· ::.·.~:.~~fit ';1·-:,,:;);,·)~~; _:!,..· • .:..];.~t:·[f ~.. L .. ~~ t;•;' ~ ~"· ;• 7·-·.'i~-'"' "'f'. · ~-.~.~~~~,;;~·-L~ _;:)l'~;_,·~~~i ~7:.~--~~ ... ,.:.,~~·--:; ·:~-. .':~~ ·. ·,·:·: · ~-. -'- •q ~~- ,· .a. 1 .!17 -.: "t '· ~n -~· ... • ~,~:~·~r.~~. ~ .,..._., ..... •;;' ·~ ~ 
---------·-----!----------------~71 .. -S.-.pet:....:l.-v-::rnG.-Y--.be---tel'l!ll..na:ted.: . .oy: .. ag,.'l!ec •. !.E.m ...... 1T.;t;t:.n .. ..;..w.a .. pa.J:.w,.l;).sc,...~le.J..e.:uo .. 

aTJ.d is st~.bje,ct to renei!rC~J.... , · 
. ' . ·, ' •!:L . . .i J .l~ \ ~-.. ~C :!'•: ;;:-;·,-,:· t·: ,,~.!rJ:t:•:·:-,".r~ ~:{T ·~.t) t~;.e·:- ~~r'·~ ;"f,_\ :·.~·::i·;1' 'r::• -""~!.)'.'~' _,·'·• r•·i .:·1 

------.;:···.--.--:~~~~r-~7-:~--.~·-::·:-7~~::-:::·::·:~·rr":·:" :.::s;~::~~-.:~~~7;;-;;~~~,~:.~:.~~~i-~:·~,~~7;~~~~ ·;::~"r~~ ;t:;: :::. "' ; ·: ·;.: :;~~ _,· . ~;·::~---------

Signatta·e 
(Issuing officer l 



·e. Descr~-P~vion of ~c.ract requel/.;,ed in Specil!.l Use l'co1:tn:lt 1.120737 ar.:i attac:1sd 
herctoo 

A "'c.rnct of lr:cl 011 tJuniv&. I~l:1nd, Sccon:l Juctie,_aJ. Divioion, State 
of Alnsl<n, ~t a!)p!'ox:Lmntc LG.tituda 60° 2.3' H, 1-on[ritu...1e llJ6° 12' ~{, 
l>ounioo and describoo as .follo~m: 

B!:''.ODWING ot th~Y fM corner of Helndcm: Cold Stol.·ng-e tuildin~; thence 
i'i 80" ~{ JJ5 foet,; ti:lt!nce G 22" \·! 175 feet to the true -roi·rtt of beginnirw: 
for this de~eript:ton; t:1cnco cc-n{:.inu.ing .S ~12" ~i JLO feet; thence N 6:i 0 

I!! 100 .feot~ tbm1CC t~ 22° }~ ll.JC .feet; thC!lCO S 61.\ 0 p; 100 .feet; to the 
true point ·Of u~o:.ut~IHJ, cont.a1nin~ Oc.32 acre, mo1•£.1' or less .. 

.. \a an nid to locution, t.l~e siting tccl~i hns ct~.lculated th'e 30uth wnll 
of the Col.:i Storo,-;0 Building a:; l'1.!Ilt1ing N {J0° ~;, the ::~n,T.e aB the i.ni tinl 
OOttr."lCi t~e.refTOl:i..., 
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TERRITOR;.:' O~i' f:Lf!J3I0.'.. . 
· NUNIV.AK ~1'l.TIO!!.:.L .HILDLIJ?E P3PUGE : ;· · 
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(49 Stat .• :·: 383), by. a.r.d. :t>eti.r~en. t1ici,h?is~~ ·a.'1d. ·i·7ild.l:i.f'e Service,::: 

'': .. V':.'l.i to2:d Ste.tes Dep~l:len~ o:(:~.:;he ·· rhterior, he~eipafJcer ter.c:ed.. the::·,_, 
'·<·: .. :.: .•. ·- ... ~ .• ~.·.: ::. \; .: ,',· . .'' '·'· 

S~:rvice, and the. Dep~ymen'.; of Avi'ation_.: Ter'>4ito:cy·: of' .A.'Lc.S'!.·e, ,., >.:', .. 

· he1·eino.."te>: ter:oed. the . Ter:::~ 'wry, '.wrTNESSETl!:. ,··: :> '·; ; ·. ::, ·: .... ?% ;i 
' '., ~. . .. ·: . 

· 1·1EE:REAS 1 . the · Nnni ,;ol-e !fO.;v:tono.l ·'\·lilaiite. Rci'u(se,. 
·~..; :'·.~.. '· ·. ' ... : \ ... 

.... ~ ·i . 
·'· ,.., ~~\~ .. ,: 

~ ..... ti,J-'-1. 

.. 

•. :·~ ... ~:>·~·'_'.:~,: 
... :ces·el"'Ved e..~d. set apart by. E:i~eout:t.ve Order Noo 50951 dc.ted A;o:dl. .15; . . · ........ ; 

: :;._, •!. 

: ·1929, namely as · ~ pre se:t"Ve a.'1d 'b1·eedil'I.Z e:round.s for nc.ti ve bir5.s ·-· ... · .... 
' ·.·. ' . . 

· nusk ox; 
• ~ ' ..... ' l,_. :. . ~· ... 

.. .... ,·· the TerrH~ori is. d.esirolis of using the herein ... 

. ·: 
. - ~: ~ .. 

.' ~ \ 

'.'lxc•ivc.te, · commerci~ a.'1d gove::r:n_n:ent;~ cil"cl·e.ft. o:pe:ra.tionsJ 
·.• 

the Service·. vishcs extend ~u\ coo:peration to 
., .· .. ... 

'the Terri toJ:,Y and h.a{; c .. et;ei:.linecl· "~ha.t ".:;he UIJC of the hereinafter' . 
;·' /' • ' ' ' ,~:.: ! I • 

. •' ·. ··.·· 

/ ·. ~.: desc:~~bed lands fo:-..~ ·the· devnloiJ;nent, o:pe~:;::'.:;ion; s.11d maintenance. ot· 
': ' ......... ' ' . ·. ~.~-~.::"./;':··· ... · .. ' .. 

··an air. navieation f'e.cili".:;y':~vo\ud. b~··inco~:patible. 'With· 
: ~- ~ .. :.;·. 
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"~ho. Te:;:o;ri tory s.vaiiable to :··i·~. vnC.cl; "c:C..c ;p:..~oVisions 'on thi::r ·: :· :. 
• ' . . .. ' . • . . • ' ' ', ·.•..• ,· i. . •• · ... 
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United States Department of the Interior 
~?PO (921) .. ·/- , 
:Flfi2541 / _7 .. 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

State Office 
555 Cordova Street 

Anchorage. Alaska 99501 
.. 

n~fu~ Dh1Q!O~ - Jtnchotaq<>. A:. 
.. l;'...:;H f,ND V!ItDI.!!'T. ~1\Vlc:?. 

,March 5, 1970 

Memorandum. 

To: Associate Supervisor, Alaska Wildlife Refuges 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Anchorage 

From: Chief, Division of Lands and Minerals Program 
Management and Land Office 

Subject: Right-of-Way Application F-12541 

Enclosed is a copy of a right-of-way application with map filed by Alaska 
Village Electric Cooperative for lands on Ntmivak Island in the village of 
Mekoryuk. The right-of-way is for electrical facilities to provide power 
for the village of Mekoryuk. 

All of Nunivak Island lies witf1..in Executive Order 5095, which withdrew the 
lands for a wildlife refuge. We would appreciate receiving your comments 
and objections, if any, to the granting of tlris right-of-way. If you have no 
objections please advise us of any special stipulations or conditions which 
you feel should be included in the grant to protect your withdrawal. 

Enclosures 2 
EnoL 1 ~ Cy R/VV Apln. 
Encl. 2 - Status Plat 

13 :VJ )? ~~c:Lt-? 
A I ,;)t.-t.hr::~ v~~tt t<--;.A eu.-:::7:~ Cv'"/-:l 

J_ 7 'I-· 3 j-'l/ 



. ~ . . ..:_ ... > 

·~ 1- p " R "";-40 .. , 'i ,:._ . .... I. _,..... ,··"\ ,- -~~ r' t, ,r_:: 't ,r,,t --~· r~ r(:l•,. 0 lq Ut:. ,\j I i< Col' i \._;;· - • 

BUHEAU OF LAND ~.1A:-~AGEMENT 

ASO 2234ul 
Dec 66 

Serial number of grnnt 

Name. of gtc.ntce 

~:t;:-~ t:·~l ( .. ' .ff.t~ c 
r;;.:r; ;:;.-..~z·,~s:;\;'~t· t:'t~:D::r~~ 

{\ ! ... i ~~·io· ·~,., ~···.·· :-t.l(z .... ·:'i ~,. !l~~ec 1 :J).~...,.~ 4..-...f.;...t'-· .. 

DECISION 

RIGlu-0:.:'-HNl GRAUTED 

DctailG of Grant 

li:lp sho·...ring the location. and 
dimensions of grant: 

Hap desienations 

Date filed 

Pet~itted use by grantee 

D.:lte: 

Authority for grant .~v:t •:Z~ ~·.,~'..·c:~ !,., .1<)!.1 {~~' St . .::~o l~!>'; · 
J.:. 3 t; • ~fa C" ~; ~l) \ ~}.'~1 :.:::r:.\~i~!c.-~i 4' 

Regulations applicnble to erant: 

Code reference 

Date of grBnt 

J.::noul\t 

Whe~ payable by grantee 

·• ' ' 

"'~")J ''i .,:.-t,...,. ..... __ 

. ! 

MAY 22 ?r'--'l 
.... . . ~· 

··-.. 
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• 
Terms and Conditions nf Grnnt --------·-

Pursuant to tl1e authority vested in the undcrsi&ncd by Order No. 701 
of thn Dil·ector, Btireou of L.:nd l·:.:Jna~;;':r.1.::nt:, dated July 23, 1964 
(29 FR 10526), as ~mended, a right-of-way, the details of which are 
shown above, is hereby granted for the public lands involved 11. 
subject to the following ccr~s and conditions: 

1. All valid ri(;hts existinz on the date of the grant. 

2. All re~ul~tions in 43 CFR 2234 as more specifically set 
forth in the attached terms and conditions. 5 

Enclosures 
Encl. l - Xa_::> 
Encl. 2 - ASO 2234-~ 

l;,~,:;l .. J - .. :::;; :!.t.~ ~ ... ,~ 
t::~:;Z. o..i; • St l~~-~;.:~~:~· .. :.;--.11:.. 

. J./- For the· pt..rpo~;c of t:,his g1·ant, public domoin lands include those 
_reserved or withdrawn f~r specific pu~poses, entered. cclccted. 
occupicd·~nd/0r settled, and leaced. 

' .. ~ 

• 
2 



SURNAJ\fS 

r-!JJi.- -·)~-, 
/ . i 

l_ __________ i 
I ' i t 
1------·--1 

~-~'-'>--·--) l . ,, ' I ,.\ .. ;, ·f/tf\-v I 
~~:~.:~~~ .. ~-

C~:::.·"it·cal D:.t!:'!t;::Lct Ln:;i11eBr 
5700 '.i'l.ljor ll.os.d 

D2:ar itr, Spake: 

... ' 

Alnulm .AT.e.:'l 
6917 Se;,.wrd High•..JI:'.y 

Anchorage~ £Uaska 99502 

v~.. ~· rzoH-/u~ r:1;.(.'1 
Nu..<tivak m·!R 

Y::ncJ.or;;;d :i.a an o-ri~inal mvi four copies of the eY~ecutcrJ I:.aB~:r.ent for a 
Dtr;in•ay Right-o£-\·:.:-~y cm.rc~rin>:; your ik;koryuk Project f~:·iP-l;:S-020/~(1), A 
findinr; o£ l'<O objc-etioa to the l~ (f) ~lt.'.lta::'·tcnt ~·ms O"...lt11:r;('ct"l tr> you irr 
r}~ri~t.y ./ .. ::!.:i;:;t;.}!.ll: S(:Cr~".t2r::.r of rnt<:!Ti.or L": .. :-:)!1~} lc:tt~~r of Sc::::tc:1~>.:rr ~~2 ~ 

J\5 r-oir;t.e.:J O~..:.t :1.11 t:1i .. s lf_:!:tcr .~,;_"";.d :!l:::o C~~~r lf;ttf":!' Of J....l, CCr;tGid-

Ct'"aticn s~~oulci Do ~:iVG71 to .2reh~r~lt"J~5ic~l sit·~3 if r~u}-: o:r8 tound. 

1'le3se t''(llUC~.ber that the Easement i.£ aluo conti:np;znt up.o::L your Dep;:;1i:t
t"':.CL:t· Obt.:Jil1i;1:'"; t!'J.f! n~cc\::;5:::-:c)~ (>,::rp of }:i:·.:;it:.:;.er pc;'-"':1.it~ f.or ti1e ~::it~!'i~;.l 
sit:cs. This r...asc::r;::~mt £ollo~!jJ the Bnt'l.<": b<.1~ic. forcm..::i.t used :L~ frauting 
t hr.tt l!'[:.r~~~ 1."'·f'-? (·:: .... ~r1J-",-. :r;-~"':o~ . .:-.~~,v) ··~oc·t:.-'1.....-: ........ t ""'''"'"' .......... ,..-t.. ... _ ,. .... ~~• 1. \.-... .... _J...~o.~;oo ..... ..1..::;:·oth, .... ,., "\,..; _u ....... ~.:. ...... ~ 

Il::::.l9e r:ot C! th:;..t ':;:r.:. 112 ... Vt.; t;:;th:1 £:·1 ti~u .. ::~::~::;rov~~~.l. f o::.· t}·L(: · u ;~~e of u~_, to ft·'.; ... ::.~ 
(;,) :--l.~::..'"c:~i ~~\.: t~·;.~::: : .. :i:cr::=:r-i:;> ro~1..d tcr. .. ::r£~.:.13 to pJ:c".;i::it: lox ,.~~e::ir.;l~ tur~ ... -

Plc.?SQ 1.·~.tnr.n t~~~·: o:ri;;~1-~I3;_l ~::1d t-:;-o (2) o:--;2~:.:ut~r.·:d copies to us for our 
rc;cords, Fa ~:ou.ld ;ll.so upprc.:::.iate foar. (t~) coi)i<::s of t.he anps )fer 
out' '!rcico-.;:ds. 

l!ttac.hm$nts · · 

.ms:pju 
cc: RES 

Re.fugcs 
CJ~ (Ticthcl) 

Sincerely~ 

G-ordo11 \J. \hlt£:011 
A'rcu D:trof!tur 

E.-.;;:ecute.d copies of docUCJ.cmt t-.rill. bE! prov:tded 
\-lb.cn re.ceiVl~d • 

. Rr!alt.y Portland 

. -



EASH1ENT 

for 

High\'lay Right-of-Hay 
Nunivak national ilildlife Refuge 

THE SECRETf\RY OF TilE UlTERIOR~ by his authorized representative, 

the Alaska Area Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 

in accordance with applicable authorities, and regulations published 

Deccmbet~ 19 s l9G9, 50 CFR Part 29.21 , for and in cons idcra ti on of the 

sum of No Dollars hereby grants to the State of Alaska, Department 

of High•r~ays, hereir designated as the Grantee, a perpetual easement 

-for highway right-of-way purposes, over, across, in, and upon lands of 

the United States located within the boundaries of the Nunivak.~ational 

Hildli Refuge 

The areas herein described contain a total of 38.026 acres, more 

or iess~ as shoNn on maps and Tract Description entitled f·iekoryuk Airport 

to Mekor~uk [EMP-RS-0204(1)]. Snid right-of-way is approximately 3.27 

miles long and varies in \·lidth frow 30-40 feet v1ithin the village to 100 

feet outside the village. Approval is also granted for the use of up to 

5.0 acres at the airstrip terminus to provide for vehic1e tur·naround and 

ah~craft parking. 

• 
By accepting this easement the Gr·antee agrees to the fo11 m·li ng 

terms nnd conditions:_ 



L To comply \'rit.h StC'ite and fcdm~a1 1av:s applicc1blc to,the 

e project \'ll thin \',111ch the i"ight-of-\•nty ·Is granted, and to 

the lands uhich are included in the r1ght-of~wayt and 

1uwfu1 existing r·egulations therl::.!undcr·. TI1e design and· 

constr'uCt'ion of a11 hiDll\Ji':l:f projects situated on this right .. 

cf-vmy t:i 11 b2 1 n accm"d v;i 1J1 tlw app H cab 1 a pro vis~ ons of 

Title 50, United Stntes Code~-covering l"ights ... of-wzy grtmtc;d 

on 1unds N1thin the National tt1ld1·ife Refuge System and Title 

and .::nendments; the 

Hcgulntion~ for- the administration of Federal Aid fOi'• 

Federal /dd projects, inc1u::.i'lng the requit·cr:-:cnts of the 

Federal Higb~·tay Adl:rinistrntion, Bureau of Public Roads 

Pol"lcy and Procedure 7·k::'li10l'c:ndur.l B:J-5 and subsequ,c;nt 

Act a:id the En vi ronmenta l lli:pact Act of 1969 for the 

protection or ir::provemalt of pm"r.s, picnic art:: as , scenic 

v·! e~1 si tcs} car1p groun..is and oth~i" outdoor recreational 

of Vw Sta.tt.:! HigLY:ay Dr::partment as approved by t:1e uurcau o~~ 

Pubiic road$ for tiSe on Feder·al-Aid pr·ojects. All highHay 

lands dascribed in this r1gilt~of-~·w.Y N11i 

be the responsib'il i ty of the 1\laska Stc1te HiglMny Department. 

2 



2,. The Nanager of the Nun1vak National l:lilt111fe Refuge~ her'cin 

after designat\;d as the project manager~ t:/111 be provided 

an opportunity to t"f:Vim:.~ plans )"'C1ative to effects» if 

cmy, tha.t the new highHay project as p1ann;:;d \':ill have to 

asstn"'e adequate protection .::.nd utilization of the land 

t\~aversed by the 1·ight-o·f-~·1ay and adjo·lning land under 

administl"ation by the Durcau of Sj.:'Ort Fisheries and vlild1ife. 

the highwuy fac"i11ty and of use of the right-of~v;ay that 

Hou1d have eff2ct on the p-mtect·ion and utilization of land 

\·ri tJrl n the Refuge are to ba mutually agreed upon by the 

Refuge Hanager and the Grantee by confer•ence or· other 

co::rmmicat·ion during tho ptcpar·ation of the plans and 

i 
i 3. 

I 
scenic and estlletic values of the.Refuge on the right-of-way 

outside~ nf 
I 

I cle<!J" ~nu 1\eep clear the lands vri thin the right~of-Nay to 

th-e extent and ·in the mm:ner dir·ec.ted by -t1e project !ikln~ger 

in char-ge; and to cl·ispose of a11 vegetative and othet~ mater·ial 

3 



•. . ,. 

I 
I : 

I 

I 
I 

I 
l 

I 

I 

I 

l 

I 

\.. cut~ up!'ootet.l·~ or· other-vrlse ~ccumulatcd dut•ing the constr·uct·lcn 
•• ,1 

and ma:intcna.nce of the project in such a m~nner as to dnct"'ease 

hazat·d to firs~ disease ~nd public safety~ and also ·in 

accm"dance 1:1ith such special instructions as the project 

4. To prevent the disturbance 01" removal of _any public land 

su\~vey. n:anwi1ent or project boundary ~cnument unless and 

until the !Applicant llas requested and received 'from the 

projt;;ct m~magcr rtppl~ova 1 uf r.:easurcs the c.pp 1·i ca.nt Ni 11 

take to p;:;l"Pf!tuaw the locution cf .1foresuid monu;;~ents. 

5. To t"'(·bui 1 d nnd repair sucll roads. fences, str·uctures 

including culverts, !lnd trails as 1;:.1y he destroyed or 

injur·ed by construction or maintcmance i-lork and upon 

request by ti12 r.wo.icct p;anaC!or. to b:.d1d and r-::aintain 
- • ol .. 

n2cessill'Y and suitable cross i r.gs for· a 1l rouos and 

tnd1s that intarse-ct the ~orks constructed~ r::aintaim':!d~ 

G. 

to the 1a.nds or· otiwr property of the Uni tGd States caused 

contr-actors~' and to ·inde1:mify tho United States against 

any 1 i;:~bn ity fen' dar:: ages to 1 i fc. person or ptopcrty 

m~ising fron the occupm1cy or use of thi:: lands undm" tile 



n• 
. . ~ . 

hereunder to a State agency which has no legal pm·wr to 

assume such a 1i abi 11 ty Hi th l--espect to dm:~agcs caused 

by it to land Ol" propet~ty ~ such agency in lieu thm·eof 

agrees to 1·epa i r· a 11 such damages. 

7. In the event of non~co;;lp1iance \1·ith the terms and conditions 

herein containt~d, the Alaska Area Director 'rii11 notify the 

Gi"antce in Hl"iting of the cortections needed~' a.nd tho 

Gr·.:mtee sha11 h'1vc a period of 50 d~ys fr·cm the date of 

said not1ca to coi;:pit:to corrective act·ion. 1-lo'i'.'averi> in 

the event of extenutJ.ting circur,1stances such as udvcrse 

l'<'eathsr co;,diti ons, or otht:l'" co:;ip<: lUng reusons, the J\laska 

judg;i'!ent is reasonab"Jy nGcessai'Y· In the evant of t0.rminu.t1on 

non-use~ Ot"' abandon:x:nt, a writt~n notice: of termination Hill 

be fur·nished to the Grantee. 

0. To t'cstora tho land to its eri ainc.l condition to the 

rc1.1sonably poss·ib1c to do so upcn revocation .;.nd l:el;.lin~tion 

l-l"'l'tin" ul ;,:t c 

I 

names and addresses of tha pr·inc-ip1e representative 

employed by tho State responsibla fm" administr~;;rt1on of 

all portions of the high~1ay right-of-way lying within the 

Hunivak National HildHfe RcflJge. 



e 
I .. 
l 
i 

10. T!wt in tho c:onstruct·Ion~ operat1ona and r:m1ntenanca of 

the projec'(:~ ho sha"li not discr•imiante against any employee 

or epp 1i cant foi" emp l oymcnt becaur.e of race~ creed, co 1 Ol' 2 

m· national oY'igin nnd shall require iln identical provision 

to bG included in a11 sub-contrl.icts. 

11. That tlw al"lm,;ance of the r-lght-of~~,:ay sha11 be subject to 

the express condit·lon that the exerc-ise thc~~cof l1i"l1 not 

undu1y · intt::fere ~·lith the management, adm1nfstration; or 

aisposa] by tho Unit•'ld States of the 1 and affQct,.~d thereby~ 

and ·that the Gl~antee il.g~'ces and consents to the occupancy 

and us~ by t11e United States, its gnmtecs, permittc2s,. 

or 1 esse as of any pat~t of tJ&~ ri ght-of···.-wy not actual iy 

cccup·ied O\" l'equ·ired by tJ1e State of Alaska fm4 t!1e purposG 

of the ~ranted rights or thn full and s"fe uti1izatio'l 

t.I-Jert.!Of. 

12~ That the dr;ht-of-l'tay herein granted sha 11 be subj[;ct to 

the express covenant that any fi1Ci1 ity constn.Jcted thore·in 

\'iill be modH·ied or adopte:d if suci1. is found by the Alaska 

to th::: Unih:c.l St.utes~ so that such fuci1ity \-tiil not conflict 

with tl1e use and occupancy of the land for any c.uthorizad 

autiwr-i ty of thd Un·l ted St.1tzs. 

13. That tJ1e d9ht-of~·\'luY herein granted shai1 bG fm~ the 

specific use described and may not be construc=d to include 

6 
' ,. 
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the further right to authodz.e any other use within the 

right-of ... ~--!ay unless upproved in writing by the l\laska ArliJa 

IH rector., 

14~ The easement hcrcrin granted is limited to use of the 

descr·ibed r-igirt~of ... Nay a.nd tile space above and belot'l the 

l r :.J. 

16. 

asta!Jlished gn.1de line of the irigh\·wy gravd sm'f~cc Oi" 

paw:lment foi ... the sole pusposes of constr·uction~ opm·ationJ 

and t;\.:'ri ntenance of a hi ghv!ay. 

Ent~)' to and pt:!rfm'I:~c.mcG of t1l1 of tho com1i ti ons permitted 

her·e·in Hil 1 be ~ubjc~ct to the i\dvance r.ppl'ova1 of the project 

wanagei". 

The State \1'11 1 prepar·c in ccoperati on \'rl th the pi'Oject 

manager t a 1 andscapa ~nd eros 1 on centro 1 p 1 an VJi th the 

objective of protecting\ r-estoring or enhancing the 

ro~F:.!sida lcndscape, pr·otccting soil, u.nd protoctin9 or 

r·eestablishing vegetat1ve cover. Such p"lans sha11, Hhon 

appr-opi"'iate» pr·ovid~ fo;• rehabilitation of vege:tation on 

cuts~ fi11s, und ethel· tn'eas deluilged as a result cf 

and other !"a1ll.ted requ·ire:nents necessary to achieve this 

,-,!,.~ nr~·~ H.~ 
...,.._".)VV\I•t W'-rQ 

17. Com;;truct1 on plans are to be ~'(.panded to include a combination 

of n:ircruft. and vehicle parking as ~Jell as vt:hide turnaround 

at the junction of said rond and airstt·ip. This will eliminate 

a SOl"iou~ snfety hztzard b,3tuc-en vc:hic1es Ltnd a:irp1nnes as 

7 
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h'ell as to eliminate the ar'!sthetic problems of barre1ss 

machinery, airport 1:1aint:enance equipment stored or parked 

indiscriminately on the adjacent tundr·a. 

ey grunting t!ri s case::12nt the Bureau of Spo~--t F1sileries and 

Hildlife recognizes that an old road 1s located l:Jithin the boundcu~ies 

of the Refuge between the airport and the vn lage. The rights of the 

United States in ac!rninistc:dng suid Rafuac Nithin dny por·tion of the 

exercised \'.then such usc \'tou1d be inconsistGnt ~:ith the prov·Isions of 

Title 23 of the UiYitcd Stat(;!S Code, the Bu}~cau of Public Ro.:iJs 

regulations issued pursuant thGreto~ or would interfere \"Fith the free 

flC':I of traffic m .. ir.;pi!ir t!1e full use and su.faty of the hisirriay. 

In consicif::ration of the nutua1 b•.::nefits cited heroin thr:.! Area 

the usa of sufficient gravel pit areas as designated on said map 

Hi t!d n the RE::fuge nccc!SS2l'Y for th;:; pre per' cons ttucti on, r;t·:d n ton a nee 1 

rock m.::tt(H''ial by the Stc~ie ilr:;vtt:Vel" is subject to the fo110'.'ling 

spec·! a 1 ter;T~s and concH ti ons: 

2. 

right-of-'ttay herein design.:rteti tnfless specifically atJtliorized 

All future material sites \·Jf1l be located out of sight of 

the Muhway, at· locations ~pproved hy the project ma:iager. 

8 



Entl~ance roads to said material sites other than those now 

existing, wi11 be blocked by the State v1hen not in use in a 

m~mner effectively restl'icting access by the public. 

3. Prior to prospecting for or constructing access roads to any 

new material sites the State will bbtain a special use permit 

fr·om the Refuge manager. 

4. All matcrinl sites presently located along the higl1way no 

longer needed by the State v:i11 be rehabilitated by the 

. Cepartment of Highways in a manner satisfactory to the 

project manager. Said l"ehabi1 itation \•tork in most cases 

will require sloping, seeding and fertilizing. 

In \'ii tness v1hereof, I have hereunto set my hand this day of -----
----------' 1972. 

THE UNITED STATES OF ArlERICA 

BY 
1\laska Area ~ 
Bureau of Sport Fisheri~s & Wildlife 

ACKlim-JLEDGEr.:E:lT 

The Dbove i nstrum~nt tow~thet' vii t!l a i1 conditions thereof, is hereby 

accepted this ___ ..._._ day of---------' 1972. 

BY 
~~ta~t~e~of~~~a~:s~·K~a---------------

Department of Highways 



CERI'IFICATE OF RIGHT-OF-HAY COMPATIBILITY 

WHEREAS) the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife has 
received an application from the Department 
of High"Ylays, State of Alaska, for the road right-of-1-ray located 
on the Nuniva'k. Natior..al Hildlife Range between the village of 
Mekoryuk, Alaska, and the Mekoryuk airport, and 

WHEREAS, this Bureau is in the proce~s of issuing a permit 
or easement-for this right-of-way under the authority contained in 
the National \.Jildlife Refuge System Administrative Act of October 15, 
1966 (80 Stat. 926; 16 USC 668dd) as amended, and 

vffiEREAS, Section 4(d)(2) of this act requires a determination 
"that imch uses are compatible with the purposes for which these areas 
are established11

• 

I~ THEREFORE, now certify that this non-programmed use of 
the subject area is compatible l·li th the purpose for which the land 
was acquired and it is determined that the granting of this right-of-way 
will not have a significant impact on the q_uality of the environment. 

Date: /Y'{t IJ;. /J 72 

Date: 9/t.C-J\..f, 2/, ';7 7 2_ 

~I 

Refuge Na..rJ.a.gi( 

... -
1/ 

~f . '/"'. 
/ 

_/ 
J 

/ 
/ 

/ 

.1\rea Supervisor, Division of Refuges 

{;Af'ea Director 

:; 



~----~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----

.~l_l:;:;;}~'~""e 1. Climatological data for Nunivak Island, Alaska .• (u.s. T·ieather Bureau, Anchoraa:e, Alaska)·:f 

--------
l·ionth J F A J A s 0 N D 

'remperature (OF) t/,ean 

Daily maxim1un . 17.1 17.4 21.1 27.6 38.8 49.6 54.5 54.6 h9.5 39.8 29.9 19.6 '34.3' 

Daily mininum . 3.8 3.7 7.3 17.0 28.9 37.5 43.4 45.2 41~.1 30.5 20.2 7.6. 23.7 

}.1onthly mean 10.5 10.5 14.2 22.8 33.9 43.6 48.9 49.9 45.3 35.2 25.1. 13.6 29.0 

Precipitation 
(inches) Total 

t-.fea.n rainfall 0.84 1.90 1.17 0.70 0.59 0.77 1.25 2.34 2.07 2.0.1 1. 31~ 1.02 16.00 .. 

He an snow and 
sleet 10.6 9.1 9.5 4.5 2.6 T·~* o.o o.o m 2.2 7.0 8.9 51~ .4 -L 

Based on an 18 - 19 year summary. 

Trace; an amount too small to measure. 
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e :MOLLUSKS OF NUNIVAK ISLL\:"'D, PJ..ASKA 

collected and identified by Rae Baxter 

PELECYPODS 

Cardita crebricostata 
Clinocardiurn. californiens~ 
C. nuttallii 
Macoma bal thica 
M. borta 
M. lama 
ModlOIUS modiolus 
~fusculus aiscors 
~ arenaria 
M~ truncata 
M)rtilus edulis 
Panornya ampla · .. · · 
Protothaca staminea 
Serripes.groenlandicus 
Siliqua alta 
Spisula polynyma 

· Tellina lutea 
Yoldia myalis 

GASTROPODS. 

· Aonaea 11scuturn Complex11 

Anphissa columbiana 
Beringius · beringi 
B. kennicottii · 
Boteotrophen pacificus 
Buccinurrr sp . · 
Cancellaridae G. sp. ? · 
Colus ~itsbergensis 
Crepidula grandis 
Cycliclma attensa 
C. occulta 
Littorina sitkana 
Margarites nu~illus 
Margaritopsis grosveneri 
Natica aleutica 
N. clausa · 

~ 

live 
intertidal 

.+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

live 
subtidal 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

dead shells 
from beach 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

C-1 

dead 
subtidal 

+ 

+ 



live live deal shells dead 
~ 

GASTROPODS (cont.) i.tJ.tertidal subtidal from beach subtidal e 
Neptunea heros + .+ + 
N. ventricosa + + 
Piliseus commodus + 
Polinices groenlandica ~ + 
P. nanus + 
P. "£all1da + + 
Solariella micraulax + + 
Tachyrhynchys erosum + + 
Thais lima + + 
TriChotropis bicarinata + + 
T. borealis + 
T. insignis + + 
"TurriCiae11 + 
1 'Turridae' 1 + + 
Velutlna plicatilis + 
Volutopsis castaneus + 



?I<:'I'HQ!I:VZON'!'I D.r\E ~ Lruntrrevs 
See fresh~ater fishes: • 

S9,UALTDAE = Sharks 
Dop;fish shark 
Sleeper Shark Somniosus E~cif~cus 

P.AJIDAF. - Hays a.nd Ske..tes 
Black Skate - .!i(\Ja. kince.idi,1_ 

R. interru-pta 
B:!"evire.Je.. ~~:~fer~ 
B. aleutica 

CLuPEIDAE ~ P.errin~s 
Pacific Herring = Clu':)ea hc.ren~:?;;}.:?_ 

ALEPOCE?HALIDAE - Slickhee.ds 
F.rice.re. salmonc'..'-"i'l --

~·TERNOP':!.'YCHIDAE ... Lip;ht fishes 
.£lclothoE.£., mi~ 

Jl~GENTIN!DAE ~ Deep Sea Smelts 
~~mooth Tonr.;ue - LeurogloGS'\.W st:i.lbit~.S 

.• ~t<-""· .... -..,>i--~-

Pacific Ble..cks~elt - Be.thvln.I'{'J.S n2.df'icus 
Ala.sko.Blackmnelt ... B: .-~ "-'clr.~;:c·c:nus 

-~· 

SAI2<0NIDAE - Salmon e_!'l.d Trout 
See freshwater fishc~ 

os;~RIDAE - Smelts 
c~:oclin - ~J!o.llotus villosu~ .. --~ .. ,.~~ ... -
Rn.in?ov S~el t - 22:?.?.::~~ .£:.?.£.1"1!:;-':;~ 
F.ule.chrm - 1'h~:l':!icht~y~ 2!::~if'ic...2.!. 
?ond s~elt - r1?:pomes~ ~ 

VYCTOPHTDAE ~ L~!'J.tern fishes 
La.!'l"'I'...nyctus · lcuco-o~ ~l"'t'.S 
..--~~ .. -- ·---:..-~ 
1. o~:~.~~D~:i s 
L. -

ALEPISAURIDAE - L~~~~tfi~~~~ 
Ale-oisaurus bore~lis 

1tao.C ;, II rl Cl' ~g·~---

Da~ge:!:"tooths 

Anoton~erus ~~ 

·sYNAPHOBRA'XCHIDAE 
Sy!.Htt>hob~!L!'l.chus bn.thv-bius 
~-· ------- • . I• ._ 

NO'J' AC/\.N'f'HIDA.E 
'Poly ac e.n thonoh~n cht.1.ler:~e~:t ____ ,. ____ .. ________ -----· ... ~----------



' 

CORYPHAENOIDIDAE - Rattails 

j!. 

GADIDAE - Cods 

Corrypt:_a.enoi des 
.c. 
£· c. 
c. 
£· 

l"Pturus 
cine reus ---EU?.inulosu_o_ 
suborbi to.liu 
~kf 
fir;;TScm3m.i s .... 

i'j: 

Anttmora rostrata 
Saffron Cod = Ele~inus gracilis 
\v8.lleye ?ella.ck o"r Whiti.n-g::Ti;"Glar{ra 
Polar Cod - Borcogadus said~ 

cha...1cog:re.nmms 
z=;:s: ~ "= -

.......... .,.. .... ' ' 

ME~~PHAIDAE d Bi~scales I 
I. 

; ; 
; .. 

Melamphue:J lup;ubris 
Ffl.e l ru;.o'"he:es 'C'1_::"{3'7S"i c c·,13 

$'" b.. ... ..... _ ______.,.,._ ... 

BOTHIDAE Lefteyed Flom1ders 
'Pacific Sa.nddab ~ Cit.he.r:i.cht}"~ r::orid.}};,'l 

PLEURONECl'IDAE - Righteyed Flom1dG:rG 
ArrowtootheG Ho.libut - Athcrc3thcn ctcmio2 
Pacific Halibut - Hippo~;:re:,,_'QiC:0iO~ 

~~i •• ' ""'-,.:r-.1.·~ 

Flathead Flounder ~ H. classodon 
~~~ 

:i:'Obu~Jtt13 

Rock Flounder ~ LeJ2j~~ ~l""~i.;;.~;;,;P;..."..;.·;..,.;.,··n;m
r-<•.lnclab .. Lim~ndo. <c.s·oc:r2. 

--:L:Cm.:~oooocidcn 
Alaska Plaice -:-?ieu:..:~;c-Gc:s-auc:d:.:"itubcrculetu.o 

--~ .... :.:~: ...... -n...~~--
Arctic Flounder - Lionsctta Rlacio.lis --·--·- ""'-·~--~ Stary Flounder - Ple.tichth',rs s'i:.clh:cus" 
Slippery Flounder ~ Micrvs:E'omus ps.cii''icuG 
Lon~fin Flounder - G~i~s-z~;;wJ 

-· -~~~ 

Al':O?WPOV..ATID.A.E ~ Sa.blefishes 
Sablefish (Blackcod) .- Ano·olonoma fimbria 

HEXAGRA."'tHIDAE - Greenlin~a 

Atka Makerel - Plevror,:r2.1n:nus 
Alaska Greenling ~ P. 
Hhi tespotted Gr~enlfng E.• 
Terpup. ~ ?. 

Rock Greenlin~ - t· 
OPHLODONTIDAE - Lingcods 

Linr-cod - Onhiodon elon~a~~ 

. SCORPAENIDAE - Rockfishes 

rnonontery.rd us 
-"'""--,;=--~ 

Shortspine Channel Rockfish - Seba.stolobus alaskanus 
Sebastodes nolvsninus ------ .,____,._. -·-

Silvergra.y Rockfish - ;.; • brevi::minis 
-·~ Fllue Rockf'i.sh ~ S. ~LE!._inus 

Black Rockfish - _s. melanous --



e 
! 

Dusky Rockfish - Reb11.s1.odes cil i.ntus 
'. Redstripe Rockfish - 2_. 
·"Pacific Ocean :)erch - S. 
Dark-blotched Rockfish - S• 
Black~ill Rockfish - S. 

prori;-er 
alutus -crarr.eri 
melanostomus 

COTTIDAE Sculpins 

I ' ' 

Ramphocottus richardsonii 
'f'hecontc::r"'lli.lal8~;-
Dasvcotus setiRer 
Psychrolutes ual:"adoxus 
Fl1rrmen rzyrln~ 
Ee~itrinte~~s-villosus 
Ulca. ·OO'i'inr·-
Jilecl~ !>)\o b~s. 
Bo cirrhosu3 
Nautichthvs nribilovius 
coa 1 • __...,j.-- ..-..----
EnODhryS diceraus 
.~ ... l. ~-o.--
E. claviger - __ <!'11....,_}_ 

E. ;tucu.~ 
Coastran~e 5culpin Cottus aleuticua * 
Slimy Sculpin - Cottus corr.na·S~~-,;--

Tr i; i';.; s · "f -;;:::r;;::t;; 
T. ri- r:..'::~pg_i as 
!· Gceutf~ 

~--T. n1c~el1 t'baot -· _,.,.._ 

macellus ,., ... 

---?orocottus quad~ifilis 
·?. bradfordi 
~esticelus nrofundor~~· 

69 



":'hv'!"i s cus a.no-ol us · 
--~------ ~----
.;;./·;.;;_·r_t;_e.;... n_' .;;c,i...;.e_.l_l_,A;..' s;... _-::._:i a_:'_. <:::t_n_. -~-_ .. l'_. us~ 
A. paci<icus 
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A. 
Oliaocottus 
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sca.be:r 

oQ ..... iloo 

ma.culosus 
Clino~ottus ~mbrvum 

C. a.c1Jticens 
Sj ~i stes cau'lias ,__ 

AGONIDAF - Sea 0 oachers 

LIPARi:DA.E 

Hypsagonus ~ua.dricornia 
OCcTUoot.!Cg,.&rf·-n. 
~a.sina. barhRta. 
Sr.rri tor lent.orh:vnchus . ·-P. frenatus 
~. acipenserinus 
Asterotheca. alaskana 
A. jnfrusnina.ta. 

~ -A. nentac"lntha 
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Asnidonhoroides olriki 
A. bartoni 

Liparids 
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? • f' ....... 

bristolcnsis 
po:ibbus 
cvclostiml'la 

! • ~ ~ 

Mef7acephalus 
nulchellns 

0 olvnera. beY"inv.ianP. 
·- ~ .. .e ---...·,....,__ E.• raeeni 
Ca:r·euactus · ectenes 
C. simus 
C. ~allis 

C.. bowers i arPlS 

. r, at tenU8.tUS -C. nhRsma. -c. -c. 
c'rnselurus 
.........,,_~~--

i'u r.c:e llus 
c. 9.Eisthotre:·m;>; 
r. ost.entuJ!\ 
~. colletti 
Temocora candirln . 
Crvsta.llichthva cvclosnilus 
t',yri ni cht h,,.g-;::yn:vt re:-r-.us 
nar~lina.ris dactvlosus 
~n~--~~~~~------

• holo~elas ------T> •. u.lochir 

Cit) 



CYCLOPTERIDA:F: 

i)h i noli na.r·i s hB r1:,,1 i f'e r 
~ -

B.ttenun.tus 

Lurnpsuckers 
Optocvclus ventricosus 
What r-emus --rnutiC;"s--
Eumicrotremus orbis r:.- -p;V;rTnO'OS - " ~ 

·TPVICHODON"'IDAE ... Se.nd:'ishes 
Sa.ndfish - Trichodon trichodan 
Starra.zer - Arctosconus janonicus 

, 
J.\J"l-10DV'f'l !!AF: - Sandle.nceB 

Apl"lloq;(-ces hexu·,;terus 

. BA'l'i[YI!ASTl':RIDAE - Ronp:uils 
Ronr:ui lu<> .~ord~IDi 

P.athyP'\RSte,:r:, sirrnatus 
B. ca.eruleo!aciatus 

ANJI.RHICHADJDAE - 'wolffishes 
Anarhichas orientalis 

P'I'T LICH'l'HYJD/•E - · 

BTI Ci~AEI DA.t; Pricklebacks 
Stichaeus ~ 
Eu:r.eso r:nw:mus uraeci sus 
~---:-:- 4 -~-
~oroclinus rothrocki 
Lu:rr.uenus rned ius 
T 
'-'• 

L. 
falwici i 
srvd.tta 
~-

!:.· ~yi_ 
Chi rolouhus ?..,Olif.~9tacer;halus 
c. tarsodes 
E.!:;r_czicht-h,·c_s_ lvsimus 
n'n:mo-::·linus c::--istlllatus 
-~----- ~~--------"'lh;rt i chth:rs chi rus 
Ario\)la1-chus punJJ:rescens 
Alectria~ alectrolaphus 
A: ~'.l!'Hntie.cn:-1 

Del.o.lepis. ~<:i~antea 
f.v~onectes nleutensis 

~Hr~.ll"TDA-E --Gwmels 
nholis doJ1~ho~aster 
" laetA. 

·n 

?~ -
orne.tA. 
!till i .... 
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:SCYTALI:EDAF - GraY(::1divers 
c~vtalina cerdale 

ZOARCIDAE F.elpouts 
Lvcodes turner:! 
L. po?'lris 
r.... concolo:r 
:... 1'1UCOSUS 

L. brevines 
L, 
L. -L. -

;ealea!~ 
ra:drJens 
diR.nterus 

nothrocara molle 
Jl• . J2US i ll1.1"!, 
Gymnelonsis ~i~ 
G;t~nelis viridis 
Lvccdanus 
T 
"• -14 

extensns 
pgrvicens 
fierasfer 

'· 

l. From Wilimousky t N •• r. 195oo Provisional K(:ys to fishes of' Alaska.. 
f·1arine fishes cornmonly found in brackish or fresh lHl.ter are indi
cated ~)y an asterisk ( *) • 
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J;,ppcn<l:i.x 3 

Birds of the Nuni vak National Wildlife Refuge 

Status 
Species abunda.ncel (.X ) 2 

Common loon corrrnon X 
Yellow-billed loon uncommon 
Arctic loon connnon X 
Red-throated loon uncommon X 
Red-necked grebe uncorrnnon X 
Slender-billed sheanvater corrnnon ? 
Fulmar uncommon 
Pelagic cormorant common X 
Red-faced cormorant unlmovm ? 
iVhis tli..11g Slvan corrnnon X 
Cackling goose (minima) common3 X 
Canada goose (taverneri) common3 X 
Black brant abundant3 X 
Emperor goose common X 
White-fronted goose uncormnon ? 
Snow goose common 
Mallard uncormnon X 
Pintail corrnnon X 
Green-winged teal common X 
Greater scaup connnon X 
Oldsquaw *connnon X 
Harlequin duck abundant 
Steller's eider :':unconnnon 
Common eider :::abund2nt X 
Xing eider :':common 
Spectacled eider 1:uncommon X 
White-winged scoter uncommon 
Surf scoter common 
Corrnnon scoter corrnnon X 
Common merganser rare 
Eed-breasted merganser COJTIDlOn X 
Sharp-shinned hawk rare 
Gyrfalcon w1common X 
Willow ptarmigan :::common X 
Rock ptarmigan :':unconm1on X 
Sandhill crane connnon X 
Semipalmated plover common X 
:Mongolian plover rare 
,., - "1 1 .... 

lJUJ.ueu p.tover common X 
Black-bellied plover common X 
Ruddy turnstone • COJTIDlOn X 
Black turnstone uncormnon? X 
Cormnon snipe uncommon X 
Whimbrel unconunon 
Bristle-thighed curlew corrnnon 

1Rela.tive lT!<'"lX:iJ:~'JJTl abtm.dcmce dt!ring period of residence 
~Nesti11g species 
.)T; c:h :~th~'.:1d:::nce duri.ng s~Yring Ol' f2J 1 !nigra.tion with low nesting density 



.~"e 
Status 

Species abundancel ( x<12 
,I 

Spotted sandpiper rare 
Wandering tattler common 
Knot rare 
Rock saTldpiper common X 

Sharp-tailed sartdpiper uncommon 
Pectoral sandpiper · uncommon 
Baird's sandpiper rare 
Dui'1lin common X 

Long-billed dowitcher common 
Western sandpiper common X 

Bar-tailed godwit tmcommon 
Sanderling uncommon 
Red_ phalarope common X 

Northern phalarope common X 

Pomarine jaeger, tmcommon 
Parasitic jaeger common X 

Long-tailed jaeger common X 

Glaucous gull common X 

Glaucous-1.,ringAd gull common X 

Slaty-backed gull uncommon 
Mew gull common X 

Black-legged kittiwake abundant X - Sabine 1 s gull COIT1'1lOn X 
Arctic ten1 common X 

Aleutia.c"'1 tern uncommon 
Common murre abundant X 

Tnick-billed murre abundant X 

Pigeon guillemot common X 

Parakeet auklet common X 

Crested alL1clet common X 

Earned puffin common X 

Tufted puffin COlmi\011 X 

Snm\ry owl ~':unco:rrnnon- common X 

Short-eared owl common X 

Yellow-shafted flicker rare 
Homed lark rare 
Tree swallm.,r uncommon X 

Common raven tmcommon 
Black-capped c~ickadee rare 
Gray-checked !.:~rush tm.common 
Mountain bluebird rare 
Wheatear tmco:rrunon 
Arctic warbler rare 
~Iiddendorffi warbler rare 
Mountain accentor rare 
Yellow· wagtail tmcommon X 

Water pipit common X -e lRelative maximum abundance during period of residence 
· . ...._ __ .-' 

2Nesting species 
~~:Resident thromrh most of the year 

-~ . 
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... • .. •, .. "". 

Status 
(X )2 Species abundancel 

Japanese water pipit rare 
Orange-crowned \-J-arbler uncormnon 
Yellow warbler ' rare 
Northern waterthrush rare 
Wilson's warbler uncorrnnon 
Bullfinch rare 
Gray~crrn¥ned rosy finch corrnnon x· 

- Corrnnon redpoll uncorrnnon X 
Savannah sparrm.v corrnnon X 
Slate-colored junco uncorrnnon 

_- Tree sparrow uncorrnnon 
White-cro-wned sparrow corrnnon 
Golden -crm¥ned sparrow common 
Lapland longspur abundant 'V" 

"" Snow bunting common X 

McKay's bunting -common ' 

lRelative maximum abundance during period of residence 
2Nesting species 

il: 
•'' 



Principal Salmon Spruuring Streams 

Name ·>1Suecies · 

Dooksook Red (King) 
Dahloonga.miut Churn 
Kiyakyaliksamiut Chum 
ChakJiakami ut Chum~ Pink 
Binjoaksmi ut Chum, Pink 
Machaga.miut Chum 
Duchikimiut Chum~ Pink 
Kyagamiut Chum 
Difjakamiut ChUi11 
Ikongimi ut #1 Chum 
Ikongimiut #2 Chum 
Kewigimiut Chum 

* Species. observed in July survey. Many of these rivers probably 
have silver salmon r~lS in August and September. 



I 
I 

I .·. , .. 

...... , .. 
(· . ,. . ~ .,. .:; .... 

·~ ·. ·. ; 

,-a:.· 
. ~ . 

-· .. 

. . 
· .. 

!:.- .. · ... 

• ... 

,···-· :_ ... · 
·--~- : 

. . ~:: . .-·. 
: ... 

••• 

. . 

. .. .. · .. 

·.: 

·< '. 

_:· 

. ~ .· 

. ... . 

', .. 

... 

.. ·: . 
. ·, 

. ';" .. 

_.:· -~ .. . : . 
. . . . .~ ... . ·. 
~- ... \· . ; : . 

. . : 

:.-. 

·. 

. . : .. ~ ... 

GERALD GANOPOLE 
CONSUI..TANT-CERTIF'IEO PROF'ESSIONAt.:· GEOL.OGIST 

Box 4-1261 

: ANCHORAGI::. Al-ASKA 1:19509 

•• *· • 

'.. . ~· .. 
'.i ·· . . . 

. ':' .: .. ~ :. ·. .·· . 
.-: .. ~ 

..: ... 
. .. 

GEOLOGIC REPORT 

NUN.IVAK ISLAND A£-.l1) CLARENCE 
RHODE-NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 

and ADJACE~ AREAS, 

· U. s. :&"ish and Wildlife Service· 
· ·: ·:. ·' :. ;·· .. · A,nchorage,.. Alaska 

. '1_.,· :'. :·"= • 

. . 
·.· .. .. . .. . . ; ~. . .. " :' . . 

·: .. 

\' 

\ 
. ',•l: . 

;., ··.· .. ;,,.•_..· . . . ~ ... 
,· . 

, l,il.IIIJ·,·.·I, ... ·I· o·')ll 

.. -~· · .. ·. ,·:·.·,·c~H 1.'i d ::· .. \._1_' ·/,~· · ~- i :.J· 1-;~: ~-. . . -~ 1·: i. fi 
;: ... , .. 

. .. : lj I j :l,l'::_t;: .. 
. ,· 1.: i_:s·;·l:.t ~~-:·~=:::···: ~ . 

. •. 

. . ; . .. . 

'·.·· 

.. •.· 

.• • • ',. , \·1 1,' ' ",; ,:'1 ;~·;_ .> -.,' l I f 
·~ ... 

-~: . 
~ ' . ·:-. 

.· .. .· ....... 
< ~ • •• ' 

• :l~ I : •: ~ ~ •. I ·. I : .. l I 1. ......... :· .. .. 

.. .· 
. ~ · .. · i'' I . I : ' . , ' . j • 

-:· 

\ .. :. l 

'. . .·. 

' . •' ,; . 
. : ' . ,. ~ .. 

, . .. 

· .... _-

.· . ... 

.··. 

. ... · . 
.. · .. · 

. . 

I . 
.... ,. . . 

.· 
· . . . . 

:Prepared: October _13·, 1972 
By: 

. . 

fl .. 11 .. · · .. . ! a . ~.JJ .. ·.·~· 
·Gerald GanQP91e ~ ~ 
·Consulting' Geo.lgoist 
Anchorage, Alaska 

• • . . 1 • ·., t -~ ·• l · .. . .. .... 
I· 

~ 

D-1 

.... 



r· 

•. 

,{._·· 

. · .... · 

·., 

.:.,.. 

:-l -: ·-:· .· .. ·· .. r: 
-.-·. 

.-.·· ~ :::: _._: .. ·. 
· .... 

. ... ' .. :_,- ... 
CONTE~""TS 

. ...... . , . -. 
~ . . . . .... 

:·: . ·. 
• • =.: 

';) 

· .... 

. . ABSTRACT 

-.. , 

. .... .:: 
.'-~· ...... ,_.·. 

·:-

.... ·. . .. -· 

.. 
. ··-.':. ';•-\ 

-··. ~. 

;_ · .. 

t.·'· .. 

'- •• ·/·· ·.·: 1 --·· 

.. ~ .... 
·~-- .. . . . ,~.: . 

:I • 

_ :·. · .. _ .. _ ... _ 

~.; .. _ .. _.· 

INTRODUCTION 

·Nunivak Island. 

. ·--· 
:·~ ·. . 

: _ _:.: .. 
··,-:-: ... · 

,• .. . : 

': ._ .-· .. 

.. -.... 
: ·-. ·-...:· 

.;_ .. .. _. 

·:_;,: 
•/ I •' ', 0 r 0 

. . ·. ~ 
. -~. . . . . 

,; ·->.-=:.··· 
. -~- :. ·:-- '',;. .. 

.,• . 

··--... -.:-.- .. _._.,_, 
i, ~·-:. : ::.·. ··;.:._ ·-- ... :-. :. j:: ~ / ... ·_ ·.:- . . -· 
:i :.:-·' ·-·. ·: . .-·:_..:: ... ;_:. ·:. • .· 

·.· ... •" .· / .. .- .. 
. ·'· 
. ... -.. 

. . . . __ ,. 

.. -~ . 
... ·. 

GENERAL GEOLOGY 

STRATIGRAPHY. 

... -.:. ·cretaceous Sediments 
,!: 

. ·. . - :·-. 

· . .-
. -· 

.·:. · .. ·:-·, 
·-. _._. .,_ ... -. f ·-

. }: ~ _. ;: •.·· 

... ·-. i. ~~~ ... 
: . .: _. .. '· ::_- . ~;- ~ . 

--·.-.:-.·. 
. ~ ·- :. .- :·.-
:.··· -.. .-_. -.· 

. i _!>- :;.-~; .-•.. :· -~-- _.:<:--~-. ·. -~ ·_:~ . . . 
. .. ·.·_ .. . 

·,-·_: > ':. ~--:~~:.:: 
Cretaceous .. Igneo.us. Rocks .. :.-.·:·,-:=:::··.:.~.;_:·,{::)=)·:: .. :~}:::~·.:::_:,::·:·.: 

.. .~: . : ·: ,::· '!: -~· ,· ... 
·• : -~. l= .: .. . . -.. : ~ • • : ·.Tertiary Sediments 

~ ·' . ·- .. 

.... -~ . . . . 
._ ... 

--·· 
:- =: ··.Quaternary Sediments 

Old Deposits . . . . . ,- .. : 
:;-:-··;; _ __ -

-
Young· Deposits 

.. , 

;:'-· -·.~· = 

Quaternary Vo~canic~ 
.. ·.· 

. -~ 

,-- .... 

MINERAL RESOURCES 

':'· -·.·· Coal .... 
Petroleum Possibilities· 

. _ .... 
· ... _,_ -~; .. 

·._. -: · .. 
.·. ... REFERENCES tiDED. 

~ :•. . ...... . 

. ' "· ~ . . 

Plate ·Geologic Map .... 
.. ,· ... · .. .-.· 

-:--· .. :.• ·. -.. : ... , 

. e ::-.. ·· ... ... .. . . . .. ~ .... 
·-:·· . .-.-· . 
. ·:·· .. -· ... 

·,: 

.. . 
'• ·:· .• '';--J. .... 

... ' 
: ,.·_ 

~ :- ·. _. ... ., 
... -.-. 

L •,'i•o 0 o o 
~. . . : ; ' -·~ ,·-. 

:. - :~ ·: - : ·_: ... . ~ :. : ... 
····-. . ·.:.-

--: [ _.-... 
· .. _, 

:: . 
,.··.,_ 

·_-;.· .... i .• 

:·. 

-.-._. i 

-··- · .. ·. 
... .-: . .. ~--. ~ . . . . . . _. ... ,·-

.. . .:. · .. ·: -: '· :. --'~-~~. 
_,._ 

:-· 
r· 

-. . -_ ~ ..... ~ .. . 
. .. ~ ;_- . : . . ·:- ·:_' · ... : . . _--: .. · -< ···_.· .. :· _. 

..· ... 
,• ·. ~- -'~ .. -

..• ~ . c.-~._~ __ :_ ...... 
.·.-. -· . ·. 

.. . --· 

:· :·.-. 
. _':. 

r .••... • ·, .· ~ ... 

. ...... - .· ....... - .-

• . 

·' 

- .· 
- .· ._ .·.-._ 

·.• ' . 

Page 

1 
. :--

2 

3 

3 

·.-·· 4 

. ---~. 
4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

7 

8 

9 

9 
... . : 

10 

13 



r. 

. ~. ._ ·. . 
. :·_ ·.:; 

' ... 

. ·.··. 

" '•AI 

·• ; 

. '·: 

: .... • .. 
~ ··, . 

• _-,1. ·.: 

. ····.'. 
.. · • . 

.. 

••• •• t 

. . ' 
.. ' . .: . ~ '·,.: -~. ·_ 

. . .. · ... 

. /_ .... 
. i·: .·,· .. 

": : .. . ... ~ .. 

- . . . . . ' . ~- . . -~ . ' ... 
~.·. : . ~ 

ABSTRACT 
.. 

. The report area incl'lides Nunivak Island and most of the 

· ,· ·:··: .. -:.so-called Bethel Basin, a ·lake-pocked area of very low relief 

· · ·.· . ·. that lies between .. Kuskokwim Bay and the Yukon River delta 
...... 1 • 

. ·.·;· 

· ·:0': ... :·.·· .. :adjacent to the central west coast of Alaska.. The area is pri

. <: ... ··./ marily covered by unconsolidated alluvial· deltaic deposits 
. . . . ~· 

~ . . . . _. 

. · ··: :.,": . .' ·: ove~lying Tertiary and/or Cretaceous bedrock. Cretaceous sediments .. 
; 

···:~.··::· .. · .. ;.are exposed in outcrop areas bordering the basin to the east. 
. . ' ... ~ .· .... : ' ' . ' . - . - . 
. . . . . 

. .. , . . . . Spme Quate.rnary. aged volcanics ·are found in the southern half· . 

. · :.:.:·c'·::_:::.:'·::·~f: the~ re~ort area and Nunivak and Nelson· Islands .were formed 

.\ . .-: . ·•-:.•... ' 

· · · · .. '· .<: ·:..;' .. : mainly by thes.e volcanics.·;_ .. 
•, 

: . : 
.: -·· ·with the exception of some very thin non-commercia).; coal 

· .-·=> .beds, there are no known minerals of economic value within 
.• •• '*. • 

.. .. ·,· 
the .area.· · The. discovery of. commercial mineral deposits within 

.. 
t...: ... ~' • • • .• . . 

· .. · .· 
... . ·. 
.. •. .-. 

. ' 

·the area is unlikely~ Altpo:ughpetroleum possibilities appear 

.marginal,. ~he entire basin· area includin·g much,. of the Clarence 
. ' . . 

· . · · .··.::Rhode 'Refuge ·is ~onsidered prospective and will eventually me>rit. 
. .. - . 

... : ·." 

:: .=.- . additional· ~~ploratory dr ~11 in,g • .. Bee au~ e of its: volcanic nature I • 
. ~ ,• . . '• . ' . . . . 

,. 

Nunivak Island does not appear .t·o have ~troleum possibil~ties •. 
' . . 

• I . • •> i • •• •, : .. "• ',,t• •. • • • • "- : • • ~.: ' 

. . . . :· ~ . . .. . " . .. . ::' . . . ' " .. ·- . . . . . :: 

••.. ·· : .·_._· , · •..• - .·. :. >.;;t.::..;.:···:r· ·: · · · · · · · <'·:.' ;: : ,:: i: · 
f ..... .:. • .. : • -. ••••• • • ~ 

\. . .. . . ·. .. ' . :·.: ': ~ '· . 
. ·•.. . ' " . ... . . . . . . -: . ~ . . . :. ;·: •·. . . . . - ':' ... - . 
. · . ': .. 

···:~ .. ~:.·: .... : ... ' ,::·.·:·~· ·::··:· .. :, .... ;< ..... :: · .... <.;:; ~···,-.. -1- ' .. l· . ·:~· .:',·,. : :: .. ·<·_.: 
.. .· .. ".:·-. . 

: . . 

... ~ 

... 
'· 

' . .. 
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. :C~'"TRODUCTION . ' ; ' ' .. ·'·-

·The Clarence Rhode Refuge lies within the physiographic 
- . ·· .... 

·: ·._ :-_· .. _·:-: .~_· province known as the· Yukon-Kuskok~im Lowland formed mainly .· ·• 
. . . . . 

-•. ·;·. ·.by a lake-dotted marshy plain containing typical tundra 
·-·- :.. "»-;· 

· _ _.·-·::~-_::·_.vegetati.on.· Between 30 to-.50 percent of .the lowland area is 
-. . .. ' . 

-~ ~ . 
:. •. :. _t: _ ... > ~ · .. ~-.... . -
·.--.-.:·:,•::_,:lake surface. Many of the larger:· of these thaw lakes have 

·. . ~ ~ - ; :' ~ -: ., .... 

·. · :· .... < ~ · :~ ·: _<:scalloped shorelines and were.· _probabl¥ formed through the 
.. . : . '. .. . . ~- ... . 

-·· ·. 
"··: ::·~·-:.__._:·coalescence of smaller ·lakes. ·Except in the proximity 

.. ·· . .-- . 
· .. ··; . -: .· ·. 

-.-- ·. ·. .·. of the larger lakes, most of the area is underlain by permafrost 
._._ •• • ,_ •• <;• .t. 

:..· ... , . 
. .. :; . . _.- ·: .. 

:::: .. ··:. to ~epths of an. et;;timated. 50 to over .100 feet • 

. ··,-. .. •·. ·-. . The Yukon River is in.the process of building a delta 

·. ·. :.··_ · . :_::.:·.:_siding marine :estuary .system. 
. . . 

This. land subs i_dence . is ve';!:y 

..•.. - . 
evident in the Kuskokwim area • . ' ~. 

. :. The Kusilvak Mountains rise ··co 2;4-50 fe~t~.- the highest 

: ·. ·· elevation. in the area·~- ... Relative relief in the lowl.ai).ds is. about 

·10 ·feet.· 

.... 

· .. The climate of the. region is ·more -maritime than. continentai 
. . 

.: ·. and .. av~rage- tempe~atures rang~· frbtn -52° :in January to 90° in 
.,. ·. .. . 

:June. Wind velocities· of over 70 m.p.h. often accompany 
- ~- .. .. ~... . 

-:·. . northeast .st'orm wind~ in the winte:z; ·ana southeast storm winds · 
,·. . . 

. · :-:': :- in the· summer. · Ann~al precipitation .CJ.verages. 19 inches, .the 

--- · _:. . wett~st -~o~th .. 'b~in~, August. :, Snowfall' -av~·;ages. about 60 inches 
' ' • • I ~ ' • 

. ·: 

'· 

. '. '. 
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-... . . 

Except for some small areas o-::: glacial deposits ::..n t'he As'kir:i..:.}~ 

e ·.··.·.··:-·_··::Mountains adjacent to Cape Roruanzo-:::, t'he enti:::·e remai:-.i.:g delta . . . . ... 

. ·· .. area has not been.glaciated. 

.. :.· Nunivak Island . . . 
'::- .. 

. : .. 

. ·_'•.· ·'. ,a 

. . - .. 

..... 

. . ·~ 

. • . · ... 

Nunivak Island is one of several islands on the Bering 
.. 

· ·: ·. · · ... · :· Sea continental platform. 
. • . ' I 

It is composed of basaltic lava flows 
· .. 

• • • • 1 • . • .· • ~ •• 

·-~::that are essentially undissected. · Roberts .Xountain at 1, 67 5 .. 
'.· ...... . 

: feet is the island 1 s highest point c Somewhat domeshaped, the 

.... _:· · •· · island •s higher parts are near the center with volcanic cinder 
. :. 

··cones rising above the central plain elevation of about sao· 
,/ · . 

. -:.:· .. ::·_·feet. On the west coast, bluffs 

·t}·· · .. · .. ·: ·.elevations of 100 to 200 feet., 

rise abruptly from the sea to 
I ' 

On the east coast, the rise is 

.. more·gradual and beach bluffs are under 50 feet.· The island 
• • • • • • f • .. 

: · .. · 

· ~s. tund.ra-covered ·and contains many small lakes.· 
.··.'' 

·I . 

' . : . ~ 

· GENERAL GEOLOGY · ' 

· The Yukon-Kuskokwim delta region is mostly covered by deltaic, 
.· .. ·· 

.. · .. 

· . ., .·. flood plain and eolian deposits. Lava flows and small cinder 
I • 

I -

. .. ... ··:.-·. ·.;-, .... cones are preserit with most of them occurring in the southern . 

···:· 

. . 
';. ·. 

.... •.' J 

portion. Most ""of the upland areas of both Nelson and Nunivak · . 

Islands are. capped· by basaltic volcanic rocks. No eruptive 

centers are known to occur on Nelson Island, but Nunivak Island. 

. .. ·does· have several· recognizable volcanic. cones and craters o 

: . . . .... 
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,.· .. 

Underlying ·the deltaic deposits, locally, is a non-marine 

•• . =·· ·::·.· .. Tertiary sequence· which in turn overlies graywacke-type CretC1-ceous 

sandstone and shale. The underlying Cretaceous rocks appear 

in outcrop northeast of the Bethel Basin on the north side of 

·.the Yukon River and along the east side of the basin.· A· great I . ·: . ·I 
.. \ 

. ' . . 

. . . · thickness· of rocks were deposited in the .Yukon:-Koyukuk geosyncl~ne j 

.... ··.: · .. ::':·.··· in .the. middle pait of the Cretaceous system. In outcrop, these .1

1

, 

· ... ·~_: __ -' ·· .. :.· _:' __ ., .. rocks are .generally complexly deformed, .. partially. metamorphosed 
.. .: .· .. 

and cut by··numerous·intrusive bodies~.:::::_·:· ..... . . .. : . . ' . ~ 
. . . .. 

.. . :·< .. · ....... · 
•' 

. :_. ·. ~ 

.. :.·. .... ~ ._-... ~ .' .:_;.. . . :·· · . 
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· · .. ~,_·-·. STRATIGRAPhY · . . . : ~ 

. . . . . . 
: · .. ·.·· ..... 

-·. :.·.". . : ·. :. 
·.··:··. ·:··.· .. · .. 

. . · ·.·. · ... _.,·.·Cretaceous Sediments 
·.. . / .. 

..... 
I • 

······:.··:.'=·· ... ·.:_·. 
. . . . ·: ..... : . . : ·:. The oldest sedimentary rocks that outcrop in the area (Ks) 

. . . . 

... ......... are" a dense,· hard. graywacke-type sandstone and . siltstone that 

. · ·-~~~: ·contairis a few thin coal beds. The sand~tone is poorly sorted 

and contp.ins J:>ebble conglomerates. It is composed primarily 

.·of volcanic rock fragments \~ith minor amounts of quartz ·and 

feldspar.· The rocks of cretaceous age on Nelson Island are 
. ' . . 

·formed~ .. mainiy of. sil.tstone and~ are estimated to be as much as 

·· .. _' __ · .5,000 feet thick •. :· 
· ... 

.Based ~ri·the "general-lithology and the presence of 

carbonaceous material, the origin of the Cretaceous sequence 

. '·:. . appears to· be· partially marine,· but. mostly littoral marine and 

e_·.~ ._.,.: 0,: ~on~marine.. .These rocks\1.re oloe::: ·t.han ·i:he granodiorite pluton 

·.'.Jo. intruded into them •. 
. ·.· 

. . ·:·.·. 
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... . . 

·. -~ : ~ Cretaceous Igneous Rocks ., .. · .. :.-... : __ .··.·. . 
· ·. The grandiorite pluton. {Ki) that. crops out in the· Scara;non 

Bay area appears to underly a_total area of up to 1,400 s~uare 
• 

· • miles. The granodiorite is light gray and medium to coarse 

grained. Intersection of vertical and.horizontal sets .of £:rae-

· .. :,_.: -~ tures has ·locally produced rectangular blocks 2 to 4 feet wide 

.. · .. _.. 
and thick and 10 to 20 feet long. This pluton has been age 

dated at approximately 78.7 million years, equivalent to Late 

: .Cretaceous time. : ;· 

:_ ~ 

. The small outcrops of altered andesitic· flows and volcano-
... .-·: ·' 

· . : ·.:· .. ,.·.clastic rocks .found north of the Yukon River (I<Jv) · are probably 

·. 

·, 

':: ·.·. 

-... 
. . . -

;. 

as old· as Early Cretaceous and may be as old as., mid-Jurassic. 

The exposures appear as ~olca~ic conglomerates with well rounded . . . . ' 

pebbles and cobbles. -in porphyritic .and amygdaloidal lava • 
o '• ' I 

. . . 

.. -·. 

. : .. ·.·. ·.Tertiary Sediments . .. .. 

.. _ .· .. · · .. · _Although the Ter_tiary depositional basin existing in the 

-.. · area is not evident in outcrop, much of the sediments eroded· 

.· _ .... ·'. from fnterior Al'aska throughout Tertiary time have passed through 

or .have been disc~arged ·.into the basin .. ·The presence of· the . 
.. .. . 

··,:. :·· 

.. · ·· . Tertiary sequence was confirmed by a Pan American exploratory 
. . . ·'. 

·.<·· .--:- ·.well, discussed ·later, whi~h encountered approximately 6,500 ;feet 
o :: •• r; . .• ,:. '•' : .... : 
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.... ·-~ . .. _of non-marine siltstones and sancs with thin coalsearr.s. The 

····:.:: .:~·· .... :.-formation w~s loosely consolidated iri. contrast to 'the unde:;:lying 
·. 

·dense Cretaceous saridstones and shales • 
. ·.·. ·:.- .. 
. · :<. ·.· " . ·. 'Possibilities for Tertiary coal-associated, dry ga~ accumula-

.. ~.. ... . 

ti.ons are present -throughout the basiri and petroleum possibilities, .. ,. 
.. 

.. ~:;_· •• : c although more· remote, also exis.t. Petroleum source rocks might 
· .. ,. • .... 

'• 

·>·.:._:be present in underlying older sediments 1 or in ·postulated 
'. ·, : . . , .. 
·· ·.marine facies of Tertiary age located in coastal areas or in 

••' . :·.···.:. •. ' ·.i . . 
. . ·. -~ : ./ . : . 

·;·' ·.·offshore waters. · ,· ... ··· .. -.· .;·· 

.... : . . .··· 
~ ' : . 

.·. . ~- .. 

.•. <; • Quaternarz Sediments 
:· .• 

,~: , . · . ·. The surficial Quaternary deposits of the area .have been 

' ...... : ·: ·::~:·:divided into (Qo). ~ld Alluvial Dep6sits and (Qy) '~oung and. 

.·· .. · 

'. 
; •.. ·. :: Recent Alluvial Deposits. This division is based more on .the· 

i .. : ." .. evoluti'on or· geomorphic stage of (levelopment of the delta region 

:• rather than major lii::hological· ·differences. The thickness of 

.these. unconsolidat:'eia sediments varies from 0 to probably over 

.... :·.~ .. 1,,000. feet in the central areas ana· probably very much thicker. 

. ', ·.in the_..present d~lta areas. 
' ' 

Although some of.th~ deposited materials were derived from 

· .-· . .- .:· ·local· isolate'd "·bedrock· areas 1 most of the. sediments we:re transportee 
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·. •. ,·'. 
• .... •,. 

Areas mapped as Old Deposits (Qo) include: 

.{1)· Old alluvial deposits of silt and fine. sand to g=avel 

. ~ .. : ..... • 
.. ·· .. 

. . ~ ... ~· '·. . 

. '· .. . . . 
. ·. 

' .· .. ·. :. 

• and coarse sand and stabilized sand dunes. These 
• . • . !. 

. : .· 
·. generally form the· higher parts of the terraces 

;:_throughout the area ·and the colluvial deposits 
. ~ . 

. .. '· 

'\. . . . ·. -... . ..... ·· .. .·~:'.near. the mountains. . The age :Of these deposits range . - •' ·; .. 
•:: . ·.~ ... . . '..,. . . . . : 

'•, I'' • ,", 
.·from Pleistocene to Recent. 

:~ ... 
. ·.:: . . . . . 

. . ·;.· ._· .. o-.-:::~··· .. :·(2)_. ·.·Old flood plain and delta deposits of silt, sand 
.• :·. • • • •. ·.. . • • .... . ~ .. ! 

:. :.· :>···:>:<·.: ::_;_~·:_-:::;· .. ':._::·and bog· deposits .in former channels of the Yukon. 
•• .• • .. •• 0 • 

~ ... 

: '.·.<.:· /:·. _'River, generCl:lly ~igher in elevation than present 

! . t·:[·,;······ ·, .· · ···•··· .. :····,\ .•. ··• .:·· ::o::c:::i:u :r::: ~ .ge:::::1:e~:::::rr:::: :::m 
0
::e istocene 

·.. .. •, ' 

.. : . 
.. :·>:.alluvial deposits which occur at .. still. higher elevations • . : .:: ' 

...... . ·. · .. 

,":':. 

. (3) Old beach deposits of silt and sandy silt which form 
·: ; ..... 

.·. ·. long ridge_s ·between 5 to 20 feet· above sea level and 
... :'· 

...... are separated from pre-:-exist_ing .old flood plain and 

·:-· ...•. delta deposits by low scarps. 
. : • .... 

. .. :·: .·: ... \ .. ·. 
· .. ' ... 

"•':'' 
'::<_·::.·,::, .. ·.,_':.·.· . .- Areas· of Young Depoi?its (Qy) include the following: 

.. ··./ 
. . ..... 

· ::_··; .. :··:·,: > ...... : ·.·. ~-·;. ·.·. ·:··: .' (1) .. ··Young flood plain and delta deposits which form the 
: . , 

~ ' . . . - ~ ·. 
' <:·i :~::·. ': ··: .. · .·. · .: ··: pr~sent delta· of: the Yukon River.· .These are 

. . .,. . . 
prirnar ily 

• 
.... '' : . . ·• .· .. ~. . . ' . . 

• :,: ·~ • > • •• ·, I .. •' : •. ' • • ' 

··:·:··composed of silt' and· fine sand. ·· ·· . . ... 
•' \ 

. ·. 
•. ,· .. : .. . • ··. ·.· ."··, ' 

:, •. 

. .. ·.·. .· .:· ... ... .. . 
~·· .• . : . , .... : 

.. . . . 

. :.. . : ·,. . 
.. 

: ·. ~. 
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.. ~ .· .. : . ~ 

.(2) . Young beach deposits of silt and sand deposited 

. ' , primarily by ocean currents. These deposits are 

~··generally barren of vegetation~· 

.•· 
· The alluvium deposits (Q) in the southern portion of the 

·. ,. ·,··. 

, ··.::.mapped area have not yet been studied in S\lfficient detail to 
.... ~~~ .•. 

. . . ~ . . · ... differentiate between Old· or· Young depds its.· 
. . . . 

. · .. 
. .· ~ 

.··. · .. :. 
··, ... 

· ··:. · :···Quaternary Volcanics 
. . . ,"· 

. , ··:· :: . 
;.-·.····· 

·- .: ...... · ... · ... :-: ... : . .... 
Numerous .small cinder cones· to large basaltic lava flov/S .. 

·.·· are found in the central and southern portions of the area. 
·.···:- • .-· ••• ·••• l 

·· · .··:. .. This area is part of the discontinuous volcanic belt that ex.lcer.ds 

·e .. . :-~· · ·.:·from' the e·ast·ern Seward Peninsula southvlard to Nunivak Island 
~ ".' ' ... 

' ~. ,_'. . 

I .. 
<:-.'·and possibly the Pribilof Islands .. 

· .:. Nunivak Island. is . composed primarily of volcanic flows 

.and polygonal columnals appear in most of the seacliffs •. There 
........ , .- .. :· 

. .. . ... -:.,/: ::'.':are also many cinder cones on the island. 

r ::) .. /· : .• Nelson Island is capped by olivine bas_alt lava flows 

; ·, ·:. :· .. Y .: .. · · . ·which locally overly Cretaceous sandstones.. The source of the 
... 

volcanics. was probably .. from adjacent areas. as no dikes or vents 

. . .. . . .... .·-. ! . ~ 

.·have been noted. on-the island.,· 
. ·: . • . . • • • . • .. t ~ ........ : . :_. : .· : ... ·--~. • :. ·.• • 

. ·. . ,• ~ . ·, :. ·.: . :. •. 

. . . ., 

.... . . . ~ 
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: .:: .: -
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... .. .. .. . . 
... :; ~~···. ·:~· ... _._,_.~-... _:·.:·.-··_:'-; .. · •.· .. , 

.. ", 

..; : ; . . ~ .. : .. . . : . . . . . . ;· .. 
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. _:·~ ~: '• ·:. ~. MI~~RAL RESOu~CES 
J •• •• 

.. ·· .. · ... "·: .. · --·· .. Although a slight. amount of mineralization is associated 

· · . :. · .. with the few intrusive plutonic rocks, there are no known 
::: ~ . ~ . ~ 

mineral deposits of any present commercial value throughout 

· :.·.:the entire area. No volcanic associated. hyd:J;"othermal products ·-·. : . . . 

. ' 
· ·: .. _. ... ·of value ·are knO'Vln to '"exist. A report of "zinc ore 11 found in 

.. _ ..... ' .. 

·:· · · the Kuzilvak Mountains· several years ago has never been confirmed.· 
.·.:··:· ... 

. . ·· . ·:·.·:,·. 

:_-- · · 0:. ;:· ·.; The ·Kuzilv(jl.k Mounta~ns are in the north cehtral portion of the 
: '···... ·, 

- : . .": · ... • .--~~-::' :· mapped area. ana li~ outside ·of the boundaries of the game re·fug~s:• 

·- · .·. · · .. · It· is unlikely· that. deposits of commercial minera1s will 
. . .. ~· . ·, ·:- . . . ··. . . . . . . 

·._- · ·discovered in.the area.·.·':·:_< ;;_..::·.:-<::.·:·•· ..... :.: 
~- . . _.: . i . · .. · . . . ; . ~- --.:::: .... :. •. ::: '. :·.' .. :·:~ :_; ... . .' 

. .. . . . ·.· ·. ·_: --··.:·.:.·: ... 
.. • .. 
. .. . ··:' :· 

l .. .' ·:· •' , •. 

.. 
'. . •. ' - - .~ : . . ":_·~.._: ·,··. . .. ~. 

. : : : .. . . 
.: ' .. 
'·.· .. 

··. ' ~ 

be 

. . ,·_ ... 
·Thin'non-commercial coal· seams have been found in three ·.-

t. ···• 

. .. .·. :- ·. 
< .. locations "in the .area,_ all within the Cretaceous sandstone 
. . .·· -~-

; __ . ·, sequence: the north coast of Nunivak Island near.Dahtkit Cove~ 

.. ,· .... ·, the north coast of.Nelson Island between Chinit Point and 
:. · .. · .. '• .. 

Killinupak Mountain; and in I<angirlvar Bay on Nelson Island near 
'.~ : 

"',-. 

. . .. , -.. . . · ·.· .~:: Nuriakolak. 
.. '') ....... /·.:. · . 

. . · .. ·~>\)L:;~::·:. few tons has been .mined .trQm the locality :on the north coast of 
,• .. , 

A small amount ·Of, qoal·amounting_to perhaps. a 

.. ·, ,: : .. :···. ··. Nelson Isl~~a, .outside the boundaries ··of the. game refuge. Althoug'h 
' . ' · ... :~ .. . . ~-·~ .... 
:-.~:···:·:·._.. ~·:_- . very minor ·a~ounis ·of loca-l qoal h·ave ·been used, fuel requirem~nts · 

.; 
~- . .. .. 

r • 0, ':of the entir;,"area; a? s.u,P~~i~d from ddf:"ood and imported 

· ·.· .. .- · petroleum products.: · · ·· ·,. ;>·:· ···-- .. · :::: ,-· .. . · · > -· ' · 
·. .... . . '• . . . . . :· ·. . ~ ' . ' . ' " ·.. . . . ; :' . . . ..... _.,_ :-.:. ·;\.}'-.( .: :'· ··' ···t .... . · .. 
. . .·: . .. : . : : .. .' :' :·; . . . i.' ... ~.;, • ... 



. ., . . . _:. ~ ..- -. ~- . 
I • •, ,·: 

:· Petroleum Possibi:i~ies · •• ' . .,.• ,_"r:: .' 

.. · • ... The thick Cretaceous and older rock.sequences which border 
. .. 

. ~ ·· ... - .. . 

··. ·. ,:_·_, ·.> ::·the Yukon-Kuskokwim· lowlands to the north and east are coraposed . .. :•· .. . 
~ ... ·.. . .. : . . . ... · .. ·. 

. . . . . . . 

-· ··: ·::. .. :·:: ~;·:.:~ .-_·_.mostly of dense and impermeable se~iments having extremely poor 
. . . ·. . . :: :. -~ ·.: 

_ :.:, -.··.: :>::,:·:..-_·,_·petroleum reservoir characteristics. These rocks are believed 
.. ·. ·:-.. 

··::::·::;-_:.:·-:·.to underly the alluviated .areas and can be considered as the 
: ··>· .. _.·· .... 

. -,.,,·>·.·>-··";:··~-·-.basement horizon. 'While the characteristics of the Cretaceous 
.-.. · .. 

. ··. ·.··. 

···· _:-.. :,, ··.:_-rocks are ·such as to nearly_ preclude the formation of oil . 
. •. .. . .' .· :.-.~: . 

- :-· .. .. . ... -._.·, .. ' 

. ·· .. : -"·::'.> :-;_ ~:: .. >a~~umulations within· them,: they. do have some potential as a 
• • •:: • :• ,:r: I •,• ' .: 

• •. 1 

,.· .··.;<_-·:.>:.·source for oil that_ might ·accumule~.te in a more favorable· over~ -
. ~ ··• . . 

·.· .. , 

··; __ ::.~:-~·->_,'lying sequence. 
.! •• • 

. ! 
· ... 

. i 

-- •. _·;·:_.::.~'.:._.':"·: :- Following the.l957 majo:c.oii discovery fr~m,Tertiary aged 
I'•'• • t' ' ' .. 

,. :- •:. ··. 

. . ... : ·.·sediments on the Kenai Peninsula in south central Alaska,· the 

. . ' 
Bethel Basin was regarded· as·. another potential area. of Tertiary 

_,_.. .... 
· : depos.ition, 'although no Tertiary aged rocks or oil seeps are' 

' I • •• • •• 

exposed in the entire basin. ·Nearly the entire central area· 

.. from Kuskokwim Bay northward to the YUkon River was subsequently 

I· .. · .. · ·.·leased by m'lny' different oil coffipanies urid~r Federal oil and gas 

· ·::_ .. · _.·: .. _. le~se "regulation's •.. A minor amount of surface _geophysical work 
. . . . . 

. ·· 
·.:··.was performed -arid the le.asing and exploratory activity culmulated . 

}'' · .. ._ •... 

. . ·.with the drilling. of. a well by Pan American Petroleum Corporation 
. . . 

·.· ._.·.. . .: ::·. . . 

· :· .. ·. ··. located in S7ction 34" T.7N. ~ R.78W., $e~ard !1eridian, 11 miles 
. ·-

. -· ...... _··.··east .o'f Baird:-In'iet., The well was· .abandoned :on September 1, 1961 
. .. . . . ~ . .. . .·. ~ .. -. . . . . . . . 

. . . 
•• •. 0. · ... -

. ·'·.·.: . . · . ., 

. . : : . ~- _:. .. 
·' 

,.· 
• o • • ~ .; • I > o 

-:-.:. ·.·: .... 

. '• ._, ... !_.·' . 

. . .. ~ . . . 
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:.• 
at a total depth of 14,910 feet. Althoush the well discovered ... ·. 

-:, : ::-.· .. a non-marine Tertiary basin, no oil shov1s were reported and 
.- .. 

. only minor,· coal-associated, methane gas shov;s were noted • . . 
. . . :·_ ·_. The well section -was as follm·lS:. 

, 
. ; ._:··: • ,•', • •. : I 

... ·: 0 
; ·'· 

630 '.Quaternary, unconsolidated . alluvial 
-> :sediments. • .. ·· .. 

... 

':.·. ·:· ..... : ,: ·,. :. 
!.··.· 

·. · . 

. · . . ·.·.·.': 

.. · ... a 
· ... 7,040 14,9iO Cretaceous, argillaceous sandst-ones 

and nearly slaty shales • 

. < ·. :. ·. :·.A formation test from the Cretaceous interval 9, 368 - 9, 406 

· : · ·,·_·:·-.>:-·recovered only a small amount of salty water.· 
. :•. ·. 

After the abandonment of the well, nearly all of the leases 
. '.:· . . · 

in·the basin were dropped and there was virtually.no petroleum 

activity in the area· until the Prudhoe Bay oil discovery in 1968 • 

. . . 

. '· .. ·:·. 
~he surge- of interest generated by the Arctic Slope discovery 

~-··• · spr~ad to the Bethel Basin area and again several hundred 

thousand acres in Federal leases were fileO..upon. Var l.ou.s land 

· .. freezes have prevented the issuance of-further oil and gas 
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WILLIAM 1.. EGAN! G~'/Ei:NOR , 
r' ,; ! / t-0 .. fJ··t·((-~:Li/A.~r:~~,,l (; 

OFFICE :JF TilE COI.fl.fiSSIONEil 
Buroau of Sport Fisheries end Wildlifa 

P. 0. 80X 1467 - JUNEAU 99801 

REC~lVEC.i 

o:c 1 2.i872 
Office of !he Area Dirai:ior 

Anchoro{;;o, .6Jc:>r.i<; 

Hr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

December 6, 1972 

00-0135 

Re: Wilderness Areas and 
Wildlife Refuges 

Bureau Sport Fisheries and ~.Jildlife 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
6917 Se~.;rard Highway 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Dear "1:1r. ~~atson: 

Hr. Robert Pavi .. t has requested that this agency reply directly to 
your letter inviting participation in wilderness reviews of the 
Aleutians Islands, Clarence Rhode, Hazen Bay and Nunivak Island 
National Wildlife Refuges. 

Basically it is imperative that proposals for any wilderness areas 
provide for surface transportation corridors so that our pupulation 
centers may be served at a future date as resources will allow, 
The enclosed maps outlining the existing wildlife refuges show 
general corridors as presently exist and as will be needed in the 
future as "tve nmv envision them. These locations can be considered 
by no means definite at this time nor are they intended to be 
comprehensive in scope. 

In addition to those shown, Federal-aid highivay projects for con
struction of high\vay links between the villages and their airports 
are presently active at Hooper Bay and at Hekoryuk. Also not shown 
because of the map scale, are active Local Service Roads and Trails 
projects at Tanunak, Nightmute, Toksook Bay, Scammon Bay and Mekoryuk. 

Undoubtedly future needs will become better defined in months 
ah~~d uo vv.:c -;;ork. in cvvpeLa.tivn \Vitl-1 t'tn:: J!t:;J.c-ra.l Stat.:~ Lcu."td Use 
Planning Commission progresses. In the meantime please let me know 
if you desire any additional information, 

Our comments upon review of your draft report will be furnished through 
Mr. Pavittts office. 

Sincerely, 

~ffi
··~~-_.--·' 

.- . 
,.~ / ... c// 1.. '} 

1.~ - . ;pj;_,b,.,~~ 
~'-' B. A. Campbell --· 

Commissioner of Highways 
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ARCTIC FOX ARE lHE ftt>ST SOL&fT AmR Ft.mEARER CJi THE ISLJ\l'.JD, TI-E AIRSL£D HAS BEEN REPLACED BY· SNCl'/M40-iiNE 
AS A ft£N4S OF T~PORTATI<JJ. . , 



REINIEER PROVIIE lHE PRIMARY SO~CE OF EWLOYM:NT ~D INCQ\1E 00 Nl.NIVAK,· ROI.fiWPS ARE ~DUCTED lWICE A 
YEAR ~D ~IMI\LS ARE IEHO~ED, CASTRATED, ~D A PEt\\E'JTAGE SLAUGITERED, 

,. 



SHELTER CABINS HAVE BEEN ~STRUCTED AT- t'"'JH~ LOCATIC1'1S AROli-JD lHE ISL..AND. 



,_,. 
lHE PEOPLE LIVING~ NLNIVAK RELY lniE FISI-ERY RESO~CE AS A tv'E.ANS OF SLBSISTENCE, 
FISH IS LGUALLY C~IXJCfED BY lHE ent·l~ ~PMILY I 



Sectl on I I. r4i nera 1 
Appraisal Report 



See Appendix D, Nunivak NWR Wilderness Study Report 





See Page 7, Nunivak NWR Wilderness Study Report 
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Fish and Wildlife Service 
NUNIVAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Notice of Public Hearing Regarding 
Wilderness Proposal 

Notice 1s hereby given in accordance 
with provisions of the Wilderness Act of 
September 3, 1964 <P.L. 8S..577:78 Stat. 
890-1!96; 16 u.s.c. 1131-1136>, that a. 
public hearing wm be held beginning a.t 
7 p.m. on October 17 at the school house, 
Medoryuk Island, 2nd. Judicial District, 
Alaska., and to be continued on Octo
ber 24, at 7 p.m., a.t the Loussac Library, 
Anchorage, Third Judicial District, 
Alaska., on a proposal leading to a rec
ommendation to be made to the Presi
dent of the United States by t he Secre
tary of the Interior regarding the desir
ability of including a portion of the . 
Nunivak Refuge within the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The 
wilderness study included the entire 
acreage within Nunivak National Wild
life Refuge, which is located in the 2nd 
Judicial District,.State of Alaska. 

A study summary contain ing a map 
and information on the NW1ivak Wilder
ness Study may be obtained from the 
Refuge Manager, Clarence Rhode Na
tional Wildlife Range, Box 346, Bethel, 
Alaska 99559, or the Area Director, Bu
reau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 813 
D Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

Individuals or organizations may ex
press their oral or written views by ap
pearing at this h earing, or they maY 
submit writ ten comments for inclusion in 
the official record of the hearing to the 
Regional Director at the above address 
by November 23, 1973. 

Dated September 4, 1973. 
CHARLES M. LoVELESS, 

A cting D i r ector, Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

[FR Doc.73- 19138 F lied 9-7-73; 6 :45 !'mj 

FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 38, NO. 174- MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1973 





I. 

... 

No ,viJ{lei~Iless 
proposed for 
.Ntiilival{ Islaiicl 

.. 

But it's Summar)' does n~t in.:'lude the a:ternati,·es 
~~ 'orth in the more detai!.!J Wilderness Study R~po"~ 
including 

.: J. c .. ·m~ider sn~~·macbines as an eslab!i~hed use 
and prop."bC the r ... :m-:-.;a&ive portion of the refuge for 
>'ilJ_erneM statu~ · -

2. Prop..~ for wilderness only the . ~bmerged 
lanJs. offiohorc wd;!. and islets. 

.r 1 , • 3. Propo:xe as in (2) above, but add unique 3reas 
o:: the island, including t.'1c sand dunes. the ;;:rater bkes 
~rea, and the bird cliffs. :Sores the Report: ~is 

. altcrn:uh·e 'I.I.Ou1d provide wilder~ss pro:e.:-:ion to 
only a portion of the rduge. ~itb !jnle ef'"e.:t en l"ao 

~ . ti\'e acth·iries." · I 

By JACK lfESSIOX ! · One of the state's J~r~est ~ b;rd rool.:~ries is f<.'l.lnd 
Readers of the Bureau of S;>->:U Fts.'leries a:td on the eli if'> along the ~\eSt coaSl. ~lu<,kox )A inter 

Wildlife's Summary of their :Sunh·aJ.; Wilderne~ Study blick. of :.1e cliffs ~here \1,iod k~ps ;:~e tundra reJa-
are in for a mild surprise on reaching th~ fi:1al p:ua- tively free of i::e and pacJ.:ed snow. The s:.nd dunes 

_graph of t.'1a! ·brief b::t pithy ~t:\teoK"nt . A ff!r .i~- are the mo;t.imJX):-t.tnt ~ interin~ habitat tor tho: ~~u~l-
-scribing the v.uied wiidllfe re,ou:·C¢5 and de · f:l:to ox. Unusu;.l cra:er l.lk~s and ·C\ther Vo.ll=ani.: ac:ion 
wi~erness of this rem.:~~e 1.1 m illi.:m a.;;re hilnd off clu~tcred IC\\.uds the center of the island de~rn pro-
tne co:LSt of ~e Yl!.koa-Ku~kok~·im deJra - t'l~ Jarg- tection. 
est island in the refu.;e s;;-st.:m - the DureJ.u coa- - - ·THERE :\lAY RE more of :Suni\"2k that cou!d 

- eludes: qu3lify for sno"' mJchice-free v•ildern~s ~ta:u\. But 
~though Nunh·at Nation:U W!!dl:fe Re~u;e ~s-· nci:her the Summary nor !he WDdernt:"s Stud~· Report 
sesses m3ny v.il.1t-~ss qu.1.1ities. it is P•~?:>Soe.i di...:11S~ the .e:\ter.t and inten~ity of sn~·m:..;:T,ine u!>e. 
that it not be ~s!gnated a ll.iJJem~>s area ia t..'1<l Without su.:h 'l dic.,.-.!~s:o::l. ;, i!> net po;.sib:e to reach. 
National Wildern~s Prcserntio.a Sy5tcm. The '" f~l;y inio:meJ jud&m.:nt. , 
most serious COilf:i.:t with wilderness ;;.pp.:ars to be A check with tho! Bureau reve~!s :h::: in initial 
th~ use of sno·"·m3chiocs by l'ath·e re.sid;:.at.S for 3 tt~:npt tu sit do·,.·n with the 'liillage~s ;.nd ·eeterminc 
OO!:'l_ !l"~?£i~:eoce ~-x:l r~rcational P'·''P"').S.::'. St;.::h sno\\machine u.s: p.ltters was rebuf~ed. It ~ems the 
~,;sc .1s \"it\~ed as Jnc.om~at.·l>~e '\\'i:b ~ ik.i'!rJ~-"6 p:-o-· \'illac:ers were stirred t:p o\·er the ideas of 'l.l.ih.lemess. in · 
tCCl!O:l znd ITI<iO~" ....... "~ t " I' ' " r •·•·· - ' . '"'J / .. 

, • ~~- -·~ .. . u " ': ...... n!>_~· u-:-e ~...,-, part hecause th~ B;Jre.m had not made any reJJ effort 
dcr~e~ ·~"t ~~ ~~~: Tt-e Ot_ilu COn!l J.:O~ 10\<:•he to explain how t~ Wilderness ·"ct applied to 't~ir is
!he ~r.:mer •• :A.! rema«r herdmg emer-ri~. pcr;d- lanJ. This initia! fa ilure do.:s not ex.:use the Bureau 
1!1& :-.;a:J\e land Sc:l~'tio~s. ilr.p:e.:ise rt·!·l.lge roun- from consultation wi:h ~lekorvul and the recioo.aJ ~a
~ary •. the . pro;>05c!d· roa.:l ·c·x:-i:!~r ar.:Llnd o!le en- tive o:-l!::n ization~. Nun am Kitlutsisti IPr;:eciN'S of 
ure J.>:ano and t!le mi ':tarv·s · t. · · - · · · · , . • · , " . • "r. n.ement to use the l..lnd). the con>cr...-auon arm of the ·"\SO.:Ja:Jon of 
o : the reJUI!e. · Vill' C ·1 p ·d f .... · ... - '• •· •· · - :lfe OUDCI rtSI cnts 0 Wt~IC'OJ ... e.-or:.-u.:: lS a 

· Thc~c ··.,i~er co.lnflict.s", hO\\~ever, · are merclv rN n~mbcr, is· sym;>.1:ht:tic to the objectives of the \Vil
~errin!!-S. t:r.d~r the \~'ilde~~s Act, existing rr'.1zing c!erncss Act. \'it:a~ers elsewhere in Alasi.:a are l-e
IS treated as a:1 cst~bhshed use ~h!ch, proper!\· cvn- coming mo;>re .and rr.ore aware o~ the t-enefits of v. il
!rolled, ~ocs not .tlerract from the ~ i!derne.~. -Pend- dern~s pro.ltecti.:>n for habitat and thus s.J~srence; 
mg Na:J\'C ..:!::.:t:OM will take only L'lree '""' n~i~ ·witneM the Arcti.: S!ope Regional Corporar:on's ~up
!69,1_20 acres) out of the reiuge s:atu.s, ~;.1-.c.·JI!h r;-:;e port for a la:-ge ~ilderne~s national part in t"le Cen
.ocat1o~ of the selt>ctions is nN yet 1:no ..... ·n. The i&- lral Brovks R:.ng~. and A~tna·s desire for a n;;.tion.:.l 
land_ btghway tl.:-es r.ot appe.Jr on that blueprint ·for 3 park in the \\"range!ls. · There is no rca<oOn to -.ssume. 
mediOCre Ala~l..a. the state Highway ~panmenis Au- as the Bureau app.trently do~. that the people of 
rust 1_9?3 pro_!X>sed .. transportation corridof\". .A.nd ~lekoryuk would C\~ wild~mess p~otection fcx , ·ital 
!he mlltta~y ha.s nc~·er expressed the faintest interest bal'>itat areas st•:h a~ the dunes. ke,· ~tu:.ries. the b ird 
m o::upymg the io;l~nd. cliffs. and the cra:er bkes. In the ;b\en.::c ot an an:.h·-

Tf·n.;~ TilE REAL CO~FLICT is the ~e of 
snowma.:hmes. ~fekoryuk vill~~rs u>e ;hem to ride 
herd on their reindeer, and also for other subsi~tence 
needs an~ recreation. Gh·en the in.:ompat:bilitv of 
snowma~h:nes ~·ith ~ ilderncss de~ign:!:ion, the ·Bur
eau pos1ts an enher-or situation: either ~ il.:!err.ess and 
no snowmachines o~ snowmact1ines and no ?.iiJerncss 
and CC'mes OO\\ n on the .\ide of no ~ iiJcrne!oS. ' 

. . . . 

sis of sno.,.. machine use patte.-ns. ~c are lcit with the _ : . 
Bureau's ~p-«~t of no v. ilderne!.S. 

THERE I.S~"T E~Ot:GH :ime r ..... r the Bureau to 
finish its home\\o:-k bo:fc-rc the O:::o bcr 17 ~n.J ~4 pul:'o· 
l:ic hearin~:S · in :'\fckcr.-ul: and Anchor.12e. It v.·ill 1-e ... 
fun to v.;tch the El!~n administration - side ~ith the 
Jklrreau for the firSl time in a refug~ "ildeme\S pro
posal; in this c.:.se a ' oo-wildern~s p:~~al. The 

_Bureau may t'\'en £arn the edito:-ial app:ou) of the 
natural r~oe th:nkers of the -"nch.,rare D.silv 
Tunes. Facw ~ith LlJat kind of support, t:-."e (~er.;l 
v."i!dlifc mana,~;e-:s "iii hl~·e no ch.:>ice but :o junk U:-e:r 
current non-pr~ anJ start anew, !C':ncth!nx t~)' 
should have oone !en~ ago. As it st.tn~ r..o ..... ~hey 
ve wuting e\·eryb..--d} ·a time. 
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Fish cmd Wildlife Service Regional lnformdtion 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

FOR Ir~:·tEDIATE RELEASE 

Refer: Henry Hansen 
265-4864 

PUBLIC HEAR!l{G ON \H LDERi"lESS STUDY ANilOU!ICEiJ 
Anchorage, Alaska 

All interested persons are invited to attend a PUBLIC HEARING 
pursuant to the Wilderness Act of 1964 (Public Law 88-577). The 
hearing will be held iloti1 in the school building, :·tekoryuk, 
Hunivak Island, Alaska, on October 17, 1973, at 7:00 pm and will 
be continued at 7:80 pmin the Loussac Library, Anchorage, Alaska, 
on October 24, 1973. These hearings are for t~e purpose of 
developing infomation with respect to the suitability or non
suitability of including the Hunivak ~~ational Hildlife Refuge 
in the ;·lational !'lilderness Preservation System. 

A wilderness study ;1as conducted on the entire Nunivak Refuge. The 
findings of the study indicate that activities occurring on the 
refuge are not considered compatible with wilderness. Therefore, 
the refuge is ;mT ~ei ng proposed for inc 1 us ion into the Wi 1 derness 
System. 

The rlunivak i~ational Hildlife Refuge is approximately 3.6 million 
acres in size. Its boundary encompasses approximately 2.5 million 
acres of submerged lands, as Hell as 1.1-million-acre ilunivak Island. 
The refuge lies in t~e eastern Bering Sea 23 miles off the Yukon
Kuskoblim Jelta. ~univak Island itself is approximately 70 miles 
long by 50 miles wide, and covers 7,600 square miles. Administrative 
headquarters for tne refuge are located in the city of Bethel, 
145 miles distant on the Kuskokwim River. 

Nunivak is probably best known for its muskox, which were introduced 
from Greenland in 1935. These animals have since been successfully 
re-introduced to ranges in Alaska from which the species was 
extirpated near the turn of the century. 

-MORE-
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Other outstanding wildlife features include a herd of approximately 
4,000 reindeer, which are watched over by Eskimo herdsmen; some 
of the largest and most spectacular seabird colonies in the world; 
and a variety of other migratory birds, including a number native 
to Asia, South America, New Zealand, and Australia. 

All five species of Pacific salmon spawn in refuge streams and 
rivers, as does the Dolly Varden. 

Eskimos have lived on Nunivak for at least 2,000 years. Today, 
approximately 250 reside in the village of Mekoryuk. These first 
Alaskans hold a close attachment to the land and its resources, and 
travel widely over the refuge both vdnter and surrrner to hunt, 
fish, and trap, and to gather berries and 11 Qreensu for their 
subsistence needs. 

Among Nunivak•s special scenic attractions are precipitous sea 
cliffs occupied by millions of nesting seabirds; extensive sand 
beaches backed by towering dunes; interior mountains, explosion 
craters, and lava flows; and vast expanses of rolling tundra 
supporting a variety of colorful wildflowers. 

Citizens are invited to express their views on this wilderness 
study of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge by either testifying 
in person at the public hearing or by writing to the Alaska Area 
Director, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 813 D Street, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99501. To be included in the official wilderness record, 
all communications should be clearly typed or written, signed, and 
postmarked no later than November 23, 1973. 

Copies of a brochure which summarizes the Nunivak Wilderness Field 
Study are available on request from the above address or from the 
Refuge Manager, Clarence Rhode National Wildlife Range, Bethel, 
Alaska 99559. 



· [section Vf. Pub~ 1c 1
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

F!SH AND WILDLIFE SERVIC-E 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND VwlLDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office -
813,0 Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

A PUBLIC HEARING 

A public hearing will be held in the schoolhouse, Mekoryuk, Nunivak 
Island, Alaska, on October 17, 1973, at 7:00pm, and continued in 
the Loussac Library, Anchorage, Alaska, on October 24, 1973, at 
7:00 pm. The hearing concerns a wilderness study of the Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska. The results of this study are 
sunmarized in the enclosed Nunivak wilderness study brochure. 

Your views may be presented either during or after the public heari~g . 
Your statement, if submitted after the hearing, must be mailed to 
this office at the above address by November 23, 1973, in order to 
become part of the official hearing record. · 

If we may provide any assistance, please do not hesitate to call 
on us. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

T00-74 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

NUNIVAK 

WILDERNESS 

STUDY 
SUMMARY 

~~~\.1)\.IH NEF(tC. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ .... 
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+-filcH 1 ~. \.,.,-., 

NUNIVAK 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
THIRD JUDICIAL DIVIS ION 

ALASKA 



Nunivak Island seascape 
Photo by David R. Cline 

This report was prepared pursuant to the Wilderness Act, 
Public Law 88-577. Publication of the findings and 
recommendations herein should not be construed as 
representing either the approval or disapproval of the 
Secretary of the Interior. The purpose of this report 
is to provide information and alternatives for further 
consideration by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife, Secretary of Interior, and other Federal 
agencies. 
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NUnivak National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska 
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MJNIVAK Wll.DEHBS S1UDY - S1fl'\RY 

brochure concerns the r:sults ~f a.wilderness study 
...... ,,.~.IW'I on the Nunivak Nat1onal W1ldhfe Refuge, Alaska, 
the Bureau of Sport Fisher1es and Wildlife a~ the direct~on 
the Secretary of the Inter1or. Its purpose 1s to summar1ze 
study in sufficient detail to enable the reader to 
an opinion as to the suitability or non-suitability of 

refuge for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation 

Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (Public Law 88-577), 
res that the Secretary of the Interior review every 
ess area of 5,000 contiguous acres or more and every 

less island regardless of size within the National Wildlife 
••-Fur•• System within ten years after the effective date of 

, and report to the President of the United States his 
;iftCOIIIInelnCiations as to the suitability or non-suitability of 
~-.. "area or island for preservation as wilderness. A recom
:,.tndiltion of the President for designation as wilderness does 

become effective unless provided by an Act of Congress. 

Sections 4(a) and (b) of the Wilderness Act provide that: (1) the 
let 1s to be within and supplemental to the purposes for which 
.-t1onal wildlife refuges are established; and (2) wilderness 
areas shall be administered so as to preserve their wilderness 
baracter and shall be devoted to the public purposes of 

recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation, 
nd historical use insofar as primary refuge objectives permit. 

Wilderness does not remove or alter an area's status as a 
national wildlife refuge. 
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The Native viZZage of Mekoryuk at Cape EtoZin. 
Photo by Jerry L. Hou~ 



IrlliDilJCfiON 

Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, lies in the eastern 
Bering Sea 23 miles off the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. It was 
established by Executive Order 5095 of President Herbert 
Hoover on April 15, 1929, 11 

••• for conducting experiments in 
the crossing and propagation of reindeer and native caribou, 
for contemplated experiments in re-establishing the muskox 
as a native animal of Alaska, and as a preserve and breeding 
ground for native birds, wild game, and furbearing animals ... 

Current management is directed primarily at protecting the 
ecological integrity of the natural environment. This is a 
pre-requisite to maintaining populations of muskox and reindeer 
at levels of maximum sustained yield, protecting habitats of 
seabirds and other native wildlife, and providing opportunities 
for subsistence and recreational hunting and fishing in 
accordance with applicable state and federal regulations. 

Nunivak represents the largest island refuge in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. It consists of the main 1,109,387-acre 
island and its 50 associated offshore islands and rocks, and 
about 2,547,000 acres of surrounding submerged lands. Total 
combined acreage is approximately 3,656,387 acres. 

The refuge is probably best known for its herd of muskox. These 
nationally unique animals were introduced from Greenland in 1935. 
Other important wildlife values are vast seabird nesting colonies 
on coastal cliffs, extensive populations of waterfowl which forage 
in estuarine areas during migration, and a great variety of other 
migratory birds which nest in the island's various sub-arctic 
habitats. A variety of marine mammals inhabits offshore waters 
and all species of Pacific salmon spawn in the island's numerous 
streams. A large herd of introduced reindeer range widely over 
the extensive uplands, where they are watched over by Eskimo 
herdsmen. 

Nunivak Refuge is administered from the Clarence Rhode National 
Wildlife Range headquarters on the Alaska mainland. Travel to 
this remote and stormy island refuge is primarily by air from 
the headquarters city of Bethel, 145 miles distant on the Kuskokwim 
River. 



- . - .- -

Eskimo fishermen have Zived on Nunivak Istand for at "/,east 2000 yea,ps. 
Photo by Jerry L. Hout 



HISTffiY 

Archaeological evidence indicates that Nunivak Island has been 
continually occupied. by Eskimos for at least 2,000 years. Captain 
James Cook just missed discovering the island in 1778 when he 
sailed past it to the west trying to avoid the shallow waters of 
Kuskokwim Bay. The first recorded sighting of Nunivak by Europeans 
was made by Captain Khromchenko of the Russian American Company 
in 1821. 

Ivan Petroff of the U. S. Revenue Steamer CORWIN visited Nunivak 
Island in 1891 and reported an estimated 700 Natives living in 
9 villages and a few small settlements along the coast. By 
1940 the Native population had declined to fewer than 200 people 
due primarily to disease epidemics. 

Reindeer were introduced in 1920 by the Lomen Brothers Reindeer 
Company of Nome for commercial purposes. This represented the 
Natives' first permanent association with outsiders, although 
their culture had already been influenced through contact with 
other Native groups and white traders in the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
and Bristol Bay areas. 

Today the island's approximately 250 Natives reside in the single 
village of Mekoryuk on the northeast coast. These hardy people 
remain on Nunivak primarily because of their love for the land 
and its resources, and their dependence on hunting, trapping, 
fishing and reindeer herding as a means of livelihood. 



Nanwaksjiak CrateP 
Jerry L. Hout 
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Fm'SI CAL DESCRIPTION 

Nunivak Island is approximately 70 miles long by 50 miles wide 
and totals nearly 1 ,700 square miles in area. Its diverse and 
scenic coastline includes towering sea cliffs, broad sandy 
beaches backed by magnificent sand dunes, placid saltwater 
lagoons supporting lush growths of eelgrass, and rocky shores 
with numerous coves and bays. 

Inland, an upland plateau averages 500 to 800 feet above sea 
level. The island's volcanic origin is evident in interior 
areas where low mountains, explosion craters, and lava flows 
are conspicuous. Several craters contain deep lakes of awesome 
beauty. Robert's Mountain at an elevation of 1,675 feet is 
the island's highest point. 

Tundra, the dominant landscape feature, is interspersed with 
hills, isolated mountains and buttes, and dotted with myriad 
shallow lakes and ponds. Over 40 major rivers and streams drain 
the interior uplands before emptying into the Bering Sea. 

Tundra vegetation consists primarily of various sedges and grasses 
with an interspersion of lichens, mosses, lowgrowing shrubs, 
and colorful broad-leaved flowering plants. The island is 
treeless with the tallest woody vegetation consisting of 8-foot-
high willows that grow on the banks of several of the larger streams. 

Nunivak's rigorous sub-arctic climate is moderated by the surrounding 
Bering Sea. Mean annual temperature is 29°F. Summer highs may 
reach 70°F, but the temperature rarely drops to below zero in winter. 
Severe storms occur throughout the year and periods of extended 
cloudiness with dense fog are common. Rain may occur in any 
month of the year though late summer and early fall are considered 
the wet seasons. Severe blizzards with blowing snow and zero 
visibilities are common late winter occurrences. Snow is known 
to fall in all but two months of the year and averages about 54 
inches annually. 
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NUnivak's seabiPd coZonies aPe occupied by millions of murres~ kittiwakes 
and puffins~ nrzking them among the ZaPgest in the worZd. 
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RESl.JRCES 

The varied wildlife resources of Nunivak Refuge are of signif
icant national and international appeal. Its seabird rookeries 
are among the largest in the world and contain literally millions 
of black-legged kittiwakes and common murres, along with lesser 
numbers of pelagic cormorants, horned and tufted puffins, parakeet 
and crested auklets, and pigeon guillemots. The birds nest in 
mixed colonies on the spectacular and precipitous sea cliffs in 
the vicinity of Cape Mohican, Datheekook Point, and Ingri Butte. 
These seabirds are important components of the ocean ecosystem 
and their survival depends on protection of their nesting colonies 
and offshore feeding grounds. 

A total of 96 species of birds has been identified including 
21 species of waterfowl. Black brant and emperor geese are 
especially abundant in the fall when they make extensive use of 
eelgrass in lagoons and bays along the island's southern and 
western coasts. Two races of Canada geese also occur. Pintails 
are the most common nesting waterfowl. Eiders can be found along 
the coast during any period of the year with seaters and other 
species of diving ducks plentiful in coastal bays and estuaries. 

The island's sub-arctic habitats also attract a rich variety of 
songbirds. Many are common to Alaska while others, like the 
Mongolian plover, wheatear, arctic warbler, northern Middendorff's 
warbler, eastern mountain accentor, yellow wagtail, Japanese 
water pipit and Cassin's bullfinch, occasionally appear from 
the Old World. McKay's snowbunting commonly winters on Nunivak 
and is of special interest since it is known to nest only on 
the Bering Sea National Wildlife R~fuge to the north. 

During June, the tundra is alive with the calls of nesting birds. 
A variety of shorebirds appears each year including golden plovers, 
pectoral sandpipers, dowitchers, and northern phalaropes from 
South America, bristle-thighed curlews from Fiji and Samoa, and 
sharp-tailed sandpipers, bar-tailed godwits, and red phalaropes 
from New Zealand and Australia. The willow ptarmigan, Alaska's 
state bird, and its cousin the rock ptarmigan both nest on 
Nunivak and are preyed on by an occasional gyrfalcon. Loons raise 
their young on tundra lakes and stately sandhill cranes nest 
on the open tundra. 

Approximately 500 muskox range widely over the island. Muskox 
have been successfully re-introduced from Nunivak to former ranges 
on the mainland from which they were extirpated near the turn of 
the century. Caribou were reported to have inhabited the island 
in prehistoric times but according to Eskimo legend, 11Walked away 
into the sky" about 1880. The niche left by the caribou has since 
been filled by reindeer which were introduced in 1920. Today's herd 
of approximately 4,000 animals is the property of island Natives. 
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MUrrea on the pPecipitoua sea aZiffa. Photo by Je~r¥ L. Rout 



Mink, along with red and arctic fox, are the only furbearing 
animals. The only known small mammals are the collared and 
brown lemmings, and the common shrew. 

Surrounding pelagic waters are inhabited by sea lions, occasional 
groups of walrus, and the harbor, ribbon, ringed, and bearded 
seals. Among these the harbor seal is most abundant and is 
heavily utilized by the Natives. The ribbon seal is now consid
ered a rare species in North America. 

Whales which occur in the Bering Sea and may at times frequent 
refuge waters include the gray, fin-backed, sei, little piked, 
blue, humpbacked, bowhead, northern right, Pacific killer, Baird's 
beaked, sperm, and beluga. The blue and humpbacked whales are 
endangered species, while the gray and bowhead are classified 
as rare. 

The refuge supports a rich variety of fish life. A total of 
19 species has been identified including all five species of 
Pacific salmon, and the anadromous Dolly Varden trout. Salmon 
use at least 20 rivers and streams for spawning. One stream is 
unique in that it supports the only population of arctic grayling 
on the island. Halibut, flounder, herring, smelt, tomcod, sculpin, 
and other saltwater species common to the Bering Sea occur in 
refuge offshore waters. 

Freshwater resources are bountiful and include thousands of 
marshes, ponds, lakes, and over 70 rivers and streams. Rivers 
vary in length from the 30-mile-long Mekoryuk to the 4-mile-long 
Jayalik. 

With the exception of some very thin non-commercial coal beds, 
there are no known minerals of economic value on the refuge. 
Because of the island's volcanic origin there is little likelihood 
that commercial quantities of metalliferous minerals or petroleum 
occur. Coastal areas of the adjacent Yukon Delta between Kuskokwim 
Bay and Etolin Strait do offer some promise for exploratory drilling 
for petroleum, however. 

Approximately 40 old village or camp sites on the island's periphery 
are of considerable historical and archaeological value. 



PUBLIC USE 

Despite its many wildlife and scenic attractions, Nunivak Refuge 
is seldom visited. This can be attributed to remoteness and 
high travel costs from distant population centers. In addition, 
frequent storms make flying and boating quite hazardous in the 
area. It is estimated that fewer than 25 visitors have come to 
the island for recreational purposes in the past ten years. 

Nunivak does, however, have considerable potential for limited 
future public use. The varied seascapes and landscapes present 
scenic vistas of high aesthetic value. Opportunities for 
photography are excellent. This is particularly true in the 
vicinity of the sea cliffs on the northwestern coast, the 
impressive sand dunes and estuaries along the western and southern 
shores, and interior areas where explosion craters and lava 
flows break the monotony of the tundra landscape. 

Travel around the island by boat with an Eskimo guide would 
enable the visitor to view impressive numbers of seabirds at 
their nests on towering cliffs, seals and whales cavorting in 
ocean waters, and muskox grazing placidly on the tundra hills. 
Sport fishing for salmon and Dolly Varden trout at the mouths 
of the rivers and streams is frequently outstanding, while 
waterfowl and ptarmigan offer fall hunting opportunities to 
sportsmen. 

A visit to an Eskimo fishing or sealing camp would present an 
opportunity to witness the age-old drama of subsistence living 
under harsh environmental conditions, and to become better 
acquainted with Alaska•s first inhabitants and their unique 
cultural attributes. 



An Eskimo subsistenoe fisheman 
~hoto b¥ Jerry L. Rout 





Since management is directed primarily at maintaining the refuge 
in a natural state, few physical developments are needed and no 
habitat manipulation is planned. Existing refuge facilities 
consist of a small barn and muskox corral adjacent to the village 
of Mekoryuk, and a one-room cabin at the entrance to Duchikthluk 
Bay. Four additional shelter cabins are planned for Mikisagimiut, 
Dahloongamiut, and Chakwakamiut Lagoons, and Twin Mountain, for 
administrative use and public safety purposes. 

Native developments include the village of Mekoryuk with its 90 
or so homes, a single school, church, National Guard Armory, 
reindeer corral, and slaughterhouse. A 4-mile dirt road connects 
the village to a 3,550-foot airstrip. This is the only road 
on the island, although the Alaska Department of Highways envisions 
the need for a road corridor around the entire island from 
Mekoryuk to Cape Mendenhall, the west coast, and Nash Harbor. 

Two frame dwellings remain in the abandoned village of Nash 
Harbor, and there is a small reindeer herder's cabin near the 
island's center. Natives plan to construct a reindeer corral 
at Nash Harbor in the near future. 

Seven parcels of refuge land totaling 575 acres have been 
filed on under terms of the Native Allotment Act of May 17, 1906. 
No action has yet been taken by the Bureau of Land Management 
on these filings. If eventually approved, the applicants would 
be granted fee title to these acreages. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (Public Law 
92-203) has many implications as far as future management and 
development of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge is concerned. 
This Act entitles the Natives of Mekoryuk to select and obtain 
fee title to at least 3 townships of land contiguous to their 
village. The Act also authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 
to withdraw and convey to the appropriate Native Regional 
Corporation fee title to existing cemetery sites and historical 
places, and upon application within two years of enactment of 
the Act, the surface estate not to exceed 160 acres of land 
occupied by a Native as a primary place of residence as of August 
31 ' 1971 . 



Nuniva:k Eskimos love theira island and the often harad but peaceful Ufe i~ offetas. 
Photo by Jerry L. Hout. Inset photo by David R. Cline 



COOCWSIONS 

The remote 3.6-million-acre Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
constitutes a unique island ecosystem with many scientific, 
educational, recreational, and cultural values. Although seldom 
visited, it is in most respects a de facto wilderness and 
possesses considerable potential for greater public use and 
enjoyment. 

Except for the influence of introduced reindeer and muskox, the 
island has remained essentially in a natural state. Husbandry 
of reindeer has continued since 1920, and the introduced muskox 
herd has produced stock for the restoration of this animal to 
its former range in Alaska. 

Resident Eskimos consider the entire island their home, since 
they and their forefathers have resided there for at least 2,000 
years. These hardy people range widely over the refuge by motor
powered boats in summer and by snowmachines in winter to utilize 
the area's fish and wildlife resources for subsistence and 
recreational purposes. 

The Native commercial reindeer operation utilizes nearly all 
of Nunivak Island and involves occasional herding with snowmachines. 
In addition, snowmachines are considered essential to the Native 
subsistence activities and a necessary refuge management tool 
used during Bureau muskox census and transplant operations. Use 
of such off-road vehicles would conflict with wilderness desig
nation, however, in that their use is not permitted within estab
lished wilderness areas [see Wilderness Act, Section 4(c), and 
Executive Order 11644, Section 3(4)]. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 entitled Natives 
residing in Mekoryuk to select and obtain fee title to certain 
lands from within the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. The 
location and extent of these entitlements are unknown at this 
time and the Natives have until December 18, 1974, to make their 
land selections. The manner in which they decide to manage or 
develop these lands may or may not conflict with the objectives 
of the refuge. 

Although the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife has primary 
jurisdiction over all tide and submerged lands important to 
fish and wildlife, a precise refuge boundary description has 
never been made. The boundary was initially created by merely 
drawing a circle around Nunivak Island. In some instances, it 
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Star Route A,· Box 1744 . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Mr. and :i'-1rs. Joh.11 Strad1an 
4liO Ten·ace Dri\re 
Anchorage, .AJ.aska 99502 

502 

Pauline Titus 
Box 498, Star Route A. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Steve Vranick 

Box 6-245 Annex 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 



Katherine West 
3854 Helvetia Drive 
:\richorage, Alaska 99502 

Iyr-1\Tieland, M.D. 
3926 Caravelle· · 
Anchorage, Alaska . 99502 

1!Uan Wicks 
5666 Northrup Place 
'.rrchorage, Alaska 99502 

oger Wirch 
ox 199R, Star Route A 

' chorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

1.·· 

tvilliam G. Zaegel 
3676 N. Point Drive 
nchorage, Alaska 99502 · 

he Aleut League · 
.• ox 626.5 . 

lu~chorage, Alaska 99502 

fhe Moose ~f,·· News 
.,. 406 W. 82n -~venue · 
A.nchorage, :Al~a 99502 

im Scott,· District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
4700 E. 72nd Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Sport Fish Division 
Uaska Dept. of Fish & Game 
1018 International Airport Road 
'md10rage, Alaska 99502 

Sommercial Fisheries Division 
Uc.ska Dept. of Fish & Game 
2.12 E. International Airport Rd. 
lffid1e.ge, Alaska 99S02 

Protection Division 
I 

tuaska Dept. of Fish & Game 
212 E. International Airport Rd. 
i'lld1orage, Alaska 99 SO 2 . 

~rr. Ron Somerville 
Game Division 
Ala.Ska Dept. of Fish & Game 
1018 International Airport Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

· Rep. Willard L. B01·;mari. 
1112 East. 69th Avenue 
Anchorage, .Alaska · 99 ~0 2 

Senator- Lowell Thomas Jr. 
702z" Tanaina Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 2 

Mr. Billy C. Anderson 
909 Southampton 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Primula M. Babcock· 
2803 Barbara Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Mr. Jolm A. Ban 
.1100 W. .32rid AYenue, # 3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Daisy Lee Bitter 
. 2804 BreezeHood :Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Bailey 0. Breedlove 
261S Turnagain Park-way . 
Anchorage, Alaska . 99S03 

· James Cadden 
.304 E. 26th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Mr. Jimmie E. Church 
Union· Oil Co. · 
2037 Churchill Dr.· 
And1orage, Alaska 99S03 

Bruce Clardy 
2912 Breezewood Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Dayton Curtis 
726 W. 20:r:h Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

:f\rr~ B. E. Davies 
3103 Eide St.; Apt. H: 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Mr. Harm DeBoer 
3003 Wendys \'lay, Apt. 8 
Anchorage, A.laska 99S03 

Sk-'ip~gans~OC 
S03 W. lfortl) Lights Blvd. 
Anchorag__..-e-(.:Alas ~3 

Louise DeVoe 
4036 Balchen Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

.Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Dickson 
2126 Dawson Street 
Anchora~e, Alaska 99S03 

David Dolese 
2Sl7 Foraker Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Mr. & Mrs. Jad( R. Doyle 
2401 Juneau Street 
Anchorage, . .U.aska 99S03 

Clarice Eberly 
2600 1\T. Northern Lights, #D-1 
A11chorage, Alaska 99S03 

~rr. Clark Engle, President 
Alaska Prof. Hmter's Assoc. 
1003 Omgach Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 SO 3 · 

:Mr. W. C. Fackler 

. 2Sl2 Lord Baranof 
Anchorage, .Uaska 99S03 



.Mr. Charles E. Overton· 
ITT Arctic Services 
703 K. Northern Lights Blvd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

w.aRay _ . 
·30~rookside 
AnChorage, Alaska 99503 

· lvfr. and Mrs. T. Richards 
3004 Brookside Drive 
.Anchorage, Alaska. 99 50 3 

Dan Riker 
Box 4-275 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

·Lynn Rounagoux 
3915 Borland.Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dr ~illiam Ryan . 
-.Al-a-State Archery Assoc •. . ·. · 
4761 Cambridge Way · 
Anchorage, . Alaska 99 50 3 .· 

Mr. George R. Schnddt 
2356 Sonstrom Dr. 
Ari.chorage, Alaska 99503 

Dr. James R. Scott 
2000 Stanford 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Kathy Selken 
Bldg. 1, Apt. 5 

· 2.600 W. Northern LightS 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

.tUex Sisson 
2413 Lord Baranof Drive 
An.age, Alaska 99503 

Tobben Spurkland 
300 7 W. 33rd Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

P. I . Norma.'1. Stadem 
2446 Spurr Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

· William Stivers 
4107 No. Star Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 .,. . . . . 

Mr. C. E. Tanner 
ITT Arctic Services 
703 W. Northern Lights Blvd •. 
Anchorage, Alaska . 99503 . 

Joan Thornbson 
2635 W. 34th Avenue· 
And1orage, Alaska 99503 

Troy Troyer 
3200 Turnagain Blvd. East 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dale P. Tubbs 
1234 JL .. Hillcres.t .br. · 
And1orage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Vanalen 
3326 W. 29th Avenue 
Anchorage, Ala5ka · 99503 

.Jerry Vezina 
711 Northern Lights Elvd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

George Wagnon, M.D. 
4614 Spenard Park Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Patrick Webb 
3112 W.· 33rd, #3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

CyJ:lthia Wentworth 
2607 W. 33rd, Apt. 2 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Barbara 
5(}i 

J!nc~c I 

Charles Wirschem 
3306Woodland Park Drive 
Anchorage, AlaSka 99503 

R. E. Woodrrnv · 
486 7 Newcastle Way 
.Anchorage, Alaska · 99.503 

sam. Wright 
1005 W. 27th Ave. 
And1orage, Alaska 99503 

_ Alaska Federation ·of Garden Clci 
Box. 40844 · 
Spenard, Alaska 99503 · 

· Alaska Professional Huriter' s 
Assoc. ·.. . 

1003 Chugach Way·· 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

• Alaska State ArChery ASsoc. 
4761 Cal1lbridge Way 
Anchorage, i>..laska 99503 

J. R. Wojcik 
American Smelting and 

. . ·Refining Company 
· 2212 Roosevelt Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska •. 9Q503 

Alaska Sportsman . 
·p. 0. Box 4-EEE 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Rep .. Tom Fink 
1350 23rd Street . . 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Rep. Helen Fischer 
2023 Wildwood Lane . 
And1orage, .. AJ.aska . 99503 



Darrell Farmen 
3822 Spenard Road 
A.nd1orage, Alaska· 99503 

Tenll ·Fleming 
1505 W. 31st Avenue 
Pu"'lu.~orage, Alas;ka 99503 

Scott & O::lette Foster 
2631 w. 34th 
Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 50 3 

Robert Gallison 
~828 Canterbury -Way 
~chorage, Alaska 99503 · 

l.furk Ganapole 
:Uaska Wilderness Cmmcil 
Box 4-470 
r\nchorage, Alaska . 99503 

~fr. Mfrs. Dick Glasheen 
260 •. 33rd, #7 _ . 
!\...."'lchorage, Alaska 99503 

Serald Goldschmidt 
3927 Crosson Drive 
iillchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 
' 

Jon Goo&,;rin 
3710 .B-70 
~ureka Street 
\.11chorage, Alaska 99503 

.fr. James H. Gribbin 
;rant Oil Tool 
)143 Denali Street 
\nchorage, Alaska 99503 

~obert Hall 
~900.ndy's Way 
)pen , Alaska 99503 

~eo Hannan 
2413 'Chilligan Drive 
mchorage, Alaska 99503 

GiimyHarris 
3945 Bald1~"'1 Drive 
A11chorage, Alaska 99503 

r-.1arv Hathorn 
3915 Borland Drive 

. .fu~chorage ~ Alaska 99503 

Jean Hild1ey 
2506 29th Avenue 
Spenai·d, Alaska 99503 

Robert Howard 
3236 29th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Ward Hulbert 
1840 W. Northern Lights 
Andwrage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. W. R. Hutson 
2LJ.25 Captain Cook · 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 3 

Mr. Ken Jarvi· 
39 29 Wes Uvood Drive 
Anc.l'lorage, Alaska 99503 

Elaine Kallas 
2204 W. Northern Lights, #112 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr ~ James D. Keasler 
5125 Cambridge Way 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Adolf Kulm 
1012 36th Place 

· Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Kenn~uhiis · · 
2303 . ka St., Apt. 4 
~nrh ~~np ~,~~~~ aa~n~ 

l'>tr. Robert Lally . 
ITT Arctic· Services 
703 w. Korthern Lights Blvd .. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Kathy & Ron Lautaret 
2627 West 34 
Arichorage, Alaska 99503 

· Olarles Lippitt ' 
2203·McKinley Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

M. W. Moore 
4106 Arkansas Drive 
And1orage, Alaska 99503 

J oh..n Murphy · · 
3103 W. 32nd_Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99-503 

· Mr. Benno J. Patsd1 
2205 Arlington Dr~ 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 so 3 

Mrs . R. Pender · 
.. 2419 Spurr -Lane 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dorothy Pohls 
2607 W. 33rd Ave., #3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. Vance Porter 
2567 Arlington Drive 
AncJwrage, Alaska 99503 

Ray N. Osborne 
2606 29th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska. 99503 

· Marie Lllllds tram 
Box 4964 
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Rep. Earl D. Hillstrand 
2100 Lake Otis Parbvay 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Rep.chard McVeigh· 
4809 Nottingham Way. 
.:illu~oTage, Alaska 99503 

l•iike . Rose 
Box 4-252 
A~chorage, Alaska 99503 

---.-· 

Rep. Josh){o/lvright • ··· 
1033 W. Fii•eweed Lane 
Anchorage/ A1aska 99503 

/ 

Senator Ron Rettig 
2567 Loussac Drive 
Anchorage,· Alaska 99503 · 

~ir. & Mrs. Roger F. Holmes 
400 &s twood Drive · 
Anch~age,. Alaska 99503 

~ir ~ & Mrs .. Richard Alrhan 
1514 Marten Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

~fr. Leo Mark Anthuny 
20 20 . Lake Otis Parh.ray 
t\nchorage, Alaska 99504 

Douglas Bailey· 
3035 J.Iadison Way 
t\nchorage, Alaska 99504 

Donald C. Barnett 
1516 Birch1vood Street 
t\nch-ge, Alaska 99504 

John Baxandall 
4200 E. 4th, A-12 
L\nchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. & Mrs . Herb Blake 
7729 Anne Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 504 

Andrew Bodnar 
· 5805 Sterlln.g 

~: 'n ~ 1- 01·~ -e ~ ., ~ ~k~' ru.Ul'. ag , nJ_= a. 
) 

99504 . 

e ·~· . ' 
~v· ... . · 

Alaska 99504 

Nr; . & Mrs . Ray Briggs . 
801 S. Bragaw . 

. Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

·Dr. Keith Broi·msberger · 
3036 Madison Way 
And1orage, Alaska. 99504 

_Roy Burkhart 
3524 E. 18th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Jim Burkholder. 
5810 Sterling. • 
.A."'l.ehorage, Alaska 99504 

Dr. & ·:r-.frs, .J. P. Caterinid1ic 
3701 Mt. V:iew Drive. 
Anchorage, Ala.Ska 99504 

Joseph Childers. 
1410 Patterson Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Clark Corbridge 
7420 Tikchik Circle 

. Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Alan N. Corthell 

:301_3 Cottonwood Street 
' Anchorage, Alaska · 99504 

Rllph F. Cox 
2018 Duke Drive 
PJlchorage, Alaska 99504 

··.Charles Cranston 
3401 Sta11ford Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska . 99504 

:Mr. L. A. Davis 
3400 Princeton Way 

. Anchorage, Alaska 99504 · 

Carl De:ruly . 
400. N. Bragaw, Apt. lOS 
And1orage, Alaska 99504 

David H. DeVoe 
. 24.3 S. Park Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

James DiFalco 
1830 Al~--~~ 
~Gh~ge, Alaska· 99504 

B. Dugan· 
~venue· 

k'chorage, Alas a. 99 504 

Gus· and Margri tt En: gel . · 
Alaska Methodist llni versi ty 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

David Evanson 
4028 War;vick Place 

· ·. Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. Hugh Fleischer 
3922 Deborah Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

l'>ir. &~f ~-. Gephardt 
2635 Love· ; · 
k~chor~ , Alaska 99504 



~at Goodhue 
3220 East 40th St. 
D.nchorage, Alaska 99504 

~are onder. , · · 
1684 StantonAvenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

t·irs. Kathy Gorham 
1428 '!\vining 
A...nchorage, Alaska 99504 

Elizabeth Halton 
The Children's Clinic 
3300 Providence Dr. . 
Anchorage, Ala.Ska: 99504. 

Mr~· Dave Harbour. 
A.laska Methodist Univers'ity · 

.. . . ---
~ox 23 ------ . . · 
~ge, ;Uaska 99504 • 

[Shar_ron Harris_.----" 
600_ .. ~·fiee.1t 
An~ge,~. 

ames· He~ring 

99504. 

3831 Robin Street 
AnchOrage, A;Laska 99504 

I . 
~1r .. & Mrs . David Hendrickson - . 

~
07 Irene Drive 
choni.ge, Alaska 99504 

. . . 

Andrew Hess 
424 N. Klevin Street 
.1\nchorage, Alaska . 99504 

i 

tl Hobbs 
4~17 Wesley an Drive 
Ahc1:-ge, Alaska .· 99504 

Andre\v Hoge 
1603 North\-.restern Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska. 99 504 

Mr. & Mrs. Wally Hopkins 
1630 East 40th Ct. . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Ho'\~ard J. Hunt · 
6924 E. ·6th Avenue 
AD.chorage, Alaska. 99504 

·. . . . . . . 

Neil and.Elizabeth Johannsen 
2610B Lee Street . . 
Anchorage; Alaska 99504 

.ML & . Mrs. Bob Jones 
4516 East 9th 

: : I 

:Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

MT. Richard C. Keller 
· · 5850 Kennyhill Dr. 

·Anchorage, Alaska· 99504 

Charles Konigsberg 
Dept. of Poli~ical ~cien~e 
Alaska Method1s t Um vers1 ty 
Anchorage, Ala.Ska 99504 

James W •. Kross 
3401 East 15th· 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Dr. & Mrs . Thomas La}ts.on.-. 
2710 Glacier..----
~~ Alaska 99504 

Harry · R. Lee 
1915 Stanford Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Vmcent R. Lee 
2128 Providence Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Steven Leirer 
P. 0.' Box 4~1661 
A.11chorage, Alaska 99504 

John A. Levorsen . 
2140 St.anford Drive . 
~t\nchorage, Alaska· 99504 · 

Robert Lund 
5526 Penn Circle : 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504. 

Al Maguire , 
'1811 Tok;Lat St. 
_Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

. George :Mark 
2105 Otter St. · 
A11chorage, Alaska· 99504 

. il 
. I . 

Mr. T. R . .tvrarshall, .Jr. 
1569 Birchwood.St. 
Anchorage, Alaska_· 99504 

David Mathews .. 
.3343 Wesleyan Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska · 99 504 

Dorik fo.Iechau 
AMU Box 19 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

.Mr. & .Mrs.. Roy Miller 
.3500 Mt.· View Dr., Sp. 8 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Pam lllilsap 
2401 Rechwod · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Stu t.Iotter 
3000 Dartmouth. 
Andwra:ge, Alaska 99504 



L L. Moustakis 
L013 E. 27th Ave. 
illchorage, Alaska 99504 

3co-\'fueiler · 
!.684 1Vinterset Drive . 
mchorage, Alaska 99504 . 

:::harles :Munns 
L701 Stanford Drive 
mchorage, Alaska 99504 

·ir. and Mrs. Roy Mc:Fadden 
205 Davis · 
mc..horage, Alaska 99504 

•lichae~c.· MeGa~, :MD.· 
t60 3 Eas · t Court . 
".nch~~ A ~a 99504 

Ste~re Pavich . 
70S · · Rqad, Space 91 
~- ' age, Alaska 99504 · 

•iT. Eugene Pizzuto 
i552 Ai1~ort Heights 
'mchorage, Ala.Ska 99504 

Javid·Pope ·~ 
~~~1~ ~~~t. ' .Ppt. 11 . 
~rage, Alaska 99504 

:lichard Prasil 
1023 E. 27th Avenue 
~.nchorage, Alaska 99504 

.Jr. & Mrs . John Pugh 
)800 E. lOth 
mch __ ge, Alaska 99504 

lichard C. Newman 
:3.230 Wan.,rick Place 
\nchorage, Alaska 99504 

Helen Nienhueser 
2561 Lovejoy Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. ·& Mrs. Michael 0 'Meara 
800 South Lane, Apt. 1 · 
ATicho1~age, Alaska 99504 

Mr. William A. O'Neill 
3213· Wel'ltlvorth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Fred~R~ · 
4129 ~~Driv~ 
AnQ}rt)rage, \{\.laska 99 504 . 

Paul Rausch 
· 3325 Upland Drive 
Anchorage, Aiaska 99 504 

Jeff Richardson 
2205Boniface, Sp. 84 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

. Thorrias Ritter 
6820 Foothill Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 · · 

Mr. Lonnie G. Smith 
3001 Pon::upi1'1e Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

:rv1r·. &. ~Irs. Rolf Strickland 
4210.Dorothy Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mrs. J. A. SturguleHski 
2957 Sheldon Jackson 
Anchorage,· Alaska 99504 

Ed Swanson 

Kriik Kanooers 
3014 Columbia 
Anchorage, Alaska Q9504 

James I. Tanis _.;-
314~ 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Thomas 
. 905 Muldoon Rd, Space A- 56 
A.ic.~orage, Al~ka 99504 

. . . 

Mr. & Mrs . Tex Wa.l ton 
3212 Robin St. 
Anchorage, Ala.Ska 99504 

·. Chester Zenone 
2246 Mau~, Apt. B 

. ~' Alaska 99504 · 

I r 

A. K. · Hm.,rard,. Chai~ . 
Soc. of PetJJi.g±lleer~ of AL\1E · 
Southw~aska Sect1on 
BQX"'l459 
1\llchorage, Alaska 99 510 

Library 
Alaska Methodist University 

. ·. Anchorage, Alaska 99504 · 

Unisafe Division· 
Denali Services 
P. 0. Box 4-895 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. Homer Burrell, DiTector 
Divi.simi of O:i.l-and Gas 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
3001 'Porcupine Drive · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Rep. 1--Iilo H. Fritz 
3300 Providence Drive, Rrn. 108 
Anchorage,· Alaska 99504 

99506 



:u Pedersen 
:.::2-lR #1, Box 1237 
Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99 506 

George 1'-!oerlein · 
Star Route A, Box 40 
Anchorage, Alaske~; 99507 

. rcA. c.: Toms en . . 1>1r ~ & .tvfrs. Ronald rv~:i'Jay 
cl!'(J4) 'Installations Officer .Star Route ·A, Box 1537C 

~-<.~tnendorf AFB, )\laska 99 506 Anchor.age, Alaska ~~ s9 ~ 

lmendorf Rod and Gun Club 
c/o Lt. Col. W. A. Hess 

320 Olinook, Apt. F . 
· imendorf AFB, Alaska 99506 

---~~--

orrnnander in Olief, Alaska 
eadquarters, Alaskan Co:rrnnand 
~lllendorf AFB, Alaska 99506 

1r. & lvlrs • G. L. Arcand 
ox 1731,· Star Route A 
chorage, ·Alaska 99507 

Carl Bonomo 
S~a.oute A, Box 42 ·. 

C:lWage, Alaska 99507 

}1r. john R. Eaton 
4722 Pavalof 
J.\nchorage, Alaska 99 50 7 

Sven Eriksson 
Star Route A, Box 49 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 7 

:Mary Evans 
Box 1621, S.R.A. 
A.11chorage, Alaska 99507 

Mr. & Mrs. 
Box 1721, 
Ancrw-ge, 

James C. Harle 
Star Route A 
Alaska 99507 

Mr. Olarles C. Hawley 
Star Route A, Box 48E 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 7 

j 

!v'J.l ton Norton 
4734 Pavalof Street 
Anc..~orage, Ala.Ska 99 50 7 

Mr. lmson L. Renshcnv, Jr. 
. 18SO Wickersham Dr. 

.Anchorage, Alaska . 99507 

·Donald Rid1ter 
Star Route A, Box 39 8 .. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 

Mr. Ted Sd1ultz, Chairman 
Alaska Chapter, Sierra Club 
Star Route A; Box 22 
Anchorage, ·Alaska . 99 50 7 

Alice Shoe 
Star Route A, Box 461B 
Anchorage, Alask~ . 99 SO 7 

Barbara Whorton 
Star·Route A, Box 78C 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 

Mr. & Mrs . Robert Wiseman· 
3920 E. 64th Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 so 7 

Marilyn Kane 
P. 0. Box 8-308 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S08 

: Patrick Maurin 
' P~ ·a. Box 8-572 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Jan and Roger Sr:iith 
Box 8664 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

:Mason W. Thayer 
P. o. Box 8909 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

~Jr •. & Mrs. Joseph Blazek. 
Box 4-621 
Spenard, Alaska 99509 

.Mr. E&vard R. Clinton 
P. 0. Box 4-1286 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S09 . 

Gerald Ganopole 
Box 4-1261 
Anchorage,· Alaska 99 509 

Ivlichael Geiger 
Box 4-:-1826 

. And10rage, Alaska 99 509 · 

l>'lr. Archie L. Green 
P. 0. Box 4-1276 
lmchorage, Alaska 99509 

Kaye Ho,.;ard 
B.P. Alaska 
P. 0. Box 4-1379 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 S09 

Betty Kester 
Box 4-1089 
Anchorage, Alaska 99509 

Mr. J. A. Kruppenbach 
Geophysical Service, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 4-FF 
Anchorage, Alaska 99509 

Vemon A. Luthman 
·Box 4-1118 

Anchorage, Alaska 99509 



·:tr; Leonard McCmm 
P. 0~ Box 4-1579 
mchorage, Alaska 99509 

\i1w. Noto 
3ox 4-1258 
\ncho:rage, Alaska 99509 

3elma Weise 
3ox 4244 
illchorage, Alaska 99509 

3eneral Manager· 
3P Alaska Inc. 
Box 4-1379 
trtchorage, Alaska 99 509 

BP Alaska Inc. 
P. 0. Box 4-1379 
mchorage, Alaska · 99509 

\tr. Herman Schmidt 
B PA:Iska 
~; cPBox 4-1379 
Fchorage, Alaska 99509 

Paill J.IcAndreHs 
Standard Oil of California 
Land Dept. 
P. 0. Box 7-839 
1\nchorage, Alaska 99509 

\rr. -Claude Brmvn, District Land. 
Texaco, Inc. · · 
P.O. Box 4-1579 
Anchorage, Alaska 99509 

~h-. Q\.,ren W. Akins 
P. 0. Box 2380 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Bill Bailey 
P. 0. Box 66 
An~ge, Alaska 

Jim Bailey 
P. 0. Box 66 

99510 

_:\nchorage, Alaska 99 510 

Donald Blasko 
Box 2314 
And1orage, Alaska 99 510 

Larry Brayton 
Box 1343 
Anchorage, Alaska · 99510 

Mr; Cecil V. Chapman 
ARCO· 
P~ O.Box 360 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 510 · 

99510 

Mr. Robert T. 01erry · . 
Marathon Oil Co. 
P. 0. Box 2380 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Don Coolidge 
Box 2006 
And1orage, Alaska 99510 

Rodney De lin 
Box 1362 · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Mr. J~r C. 
Mobil Oi1 
Pouch/ -003 
And}_9rage, Al 

v"bre 

ka 99510 

Mr-. LeHis W. EChv-ards 
Atlantic Richfield 
P. 0. Box 360 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

. Mr._ Will~-am H airfield 
P. 0. Box 39 
Ancho~ , A\Laska 99510 

Donf.ld Finch 
P. 0. Box 2234 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

\Vemer Fitze 
P. 0. Box 1007 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

1v1r. Leland V. Gefvert 
· Atlantic Richfield Co. 
P~ 0. Box 360 · 
immorage, Alas!ca ~9::>10 · · 

Mr.. G. David Golder 
P. 0. Box 2380 
.Anchorage, Al3$ka 99510 

·:Maggie Evans 
Alaska Magazine 

. Box 4EEE .. 
.Anchorage, AK 99509 · 

Mr. Charles F ~ . Guion 
HuJTlble. Oil. Co. 
P. 0. Box 440 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 510 

Mr. James L. Heisel 
P. 0. Box 360 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Mr. B. G~ Howard 
Marathon Oil Co. 
P. 0. Box 2380 
Anchorage, .Alaska 99510 

George ..; ackson -
P. 0. Box 352 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Mr. Robert Iden 

99510 

c/o Atlantic Richfield 
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• 
Birds Of 

Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge 

Nunivak is a large island lying in the Bering 
Sea just off the mainland coast of Alaska in 
the region of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. 
Much of Nunivak betrays its volcanic ori
gin with ancient cones reaching to nearly 
1, 700 feet. However, larger regions, par
ticularly on the north and east sides are 
relatively flat and contain many small 
lakes. Shorelines vary from sandy beaches 
backed by dunes to high cliffs cut by waves 
into the bed rock. 

Depending on soil and moisture conditions, 
the low areas of this "arctic prairie" are 
dominated by lush growths of lichens, vari
ous sedges or prostrate shrubs. Willows 
and alders up to eight feet tall may be 
found along the stream courses; while 
beach rye grass is the most characteristic 
plant cover of the dunes. 

Native land animals include only red and 
arctic foxes, weasel, mink, shrews, voles 
and lemmings .An introduced herd of rein
deer, although previously larger, now num
bers about 8,000. The 34 muskox trans
planted from Greenland in 1936, have 
increased to the current herd of 500 and 
provided restocking animals for other 
areas. 

The birds of Nunivak are best known from 
observations by Cyril Guy Harold (H. S. 
Swarth, Birds of Nunivak Island, Pacific 
Coast Avifauna No. 22., 1934) who spent 
the period of June 30 to November 6, 1927, 
on Nunivak. No competant ornithologist 
has spent more than a few days there since, 
and Harold's list of 96 species, mostly 
supported by specimens, accounts for ali 
but 12 species that have been observed or 
are presumed to occur on the island. Many 
species observed by Harold have not been 
seen since, but in view of the paucity of 
observations there or on the adjacent main
land, we hesitate to list his many unusual 
records-Japanese pipit, bullfinch, moun
tain accentor, wheatear, and others as 
accidentals or strays, as they could well be 
fairly common migrants. A careful exami
nation of all Nunivak habitats in fall (Au
gust through September) might produce 
an equally interesting list. 

Categories of abundance in the following 
list refer to abundance in the primary habi
tat of the species, as relatively few are 
ubiquitous to the entire refuge. In many 
cases, assignment of status is done with
out adequate information, but we feel that 
a slightly informed guess is more useful 
than a question mark. Birds are listed in 
the order used by Gabrielson and Lincoln 
(Birds of Alaska, Stackpole Co., 1959) 
which is the most comprehensive reference 
to Alaska birds now available. In some 
cases, however, sub-specific names are not 
retained. Symbols used to indicate the 
status of each species follows: 

a-abundant 
c-common 
u-uncommon 
r- rare or accidental 

v-variable 
n-nesting 
m-migrant (Those birds 

which occur here but 
do not nest.) 

*-resident in all seasons 

SPECIES 

Common Loon . 
Yellow-billed Loon . 
Arctic Loon . 
Red-throated Loon . 
Red-necked Grebe . 
Slender-billed Shearwater 
Fulmar 
Pelagic Cormorant . 
Red-faced Cormorant . 
Whistling Swan • 
Cackling Goose (minima) . 
Canada Goose (taverneri) 
Black Brant . 
Emperor Goose . 
White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose. 

·Mallard 
Pintail 
Green-winged Teal. 
Greater Scaup 

*Oidsquaw 
Harlequin Duck . 

*Steller's Eider . 
*Common Eider . 
*King Eider . 
*Spectacled Eider 
White-winger Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Common Scoter 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 

*Gyrfalcon 
*Willow Ptarmigan 
*Rock Ptarmigan 
Sandhill Crane . 
Semipalmated Plover . 
Mongolian Plover 
American Golden Plover 
Black-bellied Plover 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Black Turnstone 
Common Snipe . 
Whim brei 
Bristle·thighed Curlew. 
Spotted Sandpiper . 
Wandering Tattler . 
Knot . · 
Rock Sandpiper. 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper. 
Baird's Sandpiper . 
Dun lin 
Long-billed Dowitcher . 

c n 
u m 
c n 
u n 
u n 
c ? 
u m 
c n 
? ? 
u n 
u-c n·m 
u-c n·m 
u-a n·m 
c·a n-m 
u m 
c m 
u n 
u n 
u n 
u n 
c n 
c m 
u m 
a n 
c m 
u n 
n m 
c m 
n m 
r m 
c n 
r m 
u n 
a n 
c n 
c n 
c n 
r m 
a n 
c n 
c n 
u n 
u n 
u m 
c m 
r m 
c m 
r m 
c n 
u m 
u m 
r m 
c n 
m m 



SPECIE, STATUS e • Western Sandpiper. c n NOTES Bar-tailed Godwit u m Birds Of Sanderling u m 
Red Phalarope . c n Nunivak Northern Phalarope c n 
Pomarine Jaeger u m 
Parasitic Jaeger c n 

Dat Long-tailed Jaeger . c n 
Glaucous Gull c n 

Observer National Wildlife Refuge Glaucous-winged Gull . c n 
Slaty-backed Gull u m 
Mew Gull. c n 
Black-legged Kittiwake a n 
Sabine's Gull c n 
Arctic Tern c n 
Aleutian Tern u m 
Common Murre . a n 
Thick-billed Murre a n 
Pigeon Guillemat c n 
ParakeetAuklet. c n 
Crested Auklet c n 
Horned Puffin c n 
Tufted Puffin c n 

*Snowy Owl U·C n 
Short-eared Owl c n 
Yellow-shafted Flicker . r m 
Horned Lark. r m 
Tree Swallow u n 
Common Raven u m 
Black-capped Chickadee r m 
Gray-cheeked Thrush u m 
Mountain Bluebird . r m 
Wheatear u m 
Arctic Warbler r m Weather 
Middendorff's Warbler r m 

\ Mountain Accentor. r m Time \ 
Yellow Wagtail . u n 
Water Pipit (pacificus) c n 

Total Water Pipit (Japonicus) r m 
Orange-crowned Warbler . u m 
Yellow Warbler . r m 
Northern Waterthrush . r m 
Wilson's Warbler u m 
Bullfinch . r m 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. c n 
Common Redpoll u n UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Savannah Sparrow . c n 
Slate-colored Junco u m FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Tree Sparrow u m BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
White-crowned Sparrow c m 
Golden-crowned Sparrow. c m 

@ Lapland Longspur a n 
Snow Bunting c n 
McKay's Bunting c m 
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Salmon are split for drying with an " ulu" or women's knife. 

The Bureau of Sport Fish and 
Wildlife is dedicated to the be
lief that examples of unique 
wildlife populations and habi· 
tats, such as exist' on the Nuni· 
vak National Wildlife Refuge, 
should be preserved for their 
own sake, for our enjoyment, 
and for future generations. 
Management of the Nunivak 
Refuge can proceed in har
mony with the rapidly chang
ing culture of its Eskimo resi
dents, to their benefit, and 
yours. 
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The headquarters of the Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge is located at Bethel, Alaska. 
For further information, write to the Refuge 
Manager, Bureau of Sport Fisheries. and_ 
Wildlife, Box 346, Bethel, A Iaska 99559. 

As the Nation's pri:!lcipal conservation 
agency, the Department of the Interior has 
basic responsibilities for water, fish, wildlife, 
mineral, land, park, and recreational 
resources. Indian and Territorial affairs are 
other major concerns of America's "Depart
ment of Natural Resour,ces." 

The Department works to assure the wisest 
choice in managing all our resources so each 
will make its full contribution to a better 
United States-now and in the future. 

' .i 
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Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge is an 
- eland located in the Bering Sea off the 

·coast of western Alaska. The refuge was 
created in 1929 for preservation of native 
birds and mammals, for experimental cross
breeding of reindeer and caribou,' and for 
propagation of muskox, which would· pro
vide stock for re-establishing this species 
in its historic range in Alaska. The birds and 
mammals are varied as a result of a wide 
range in habitat types. The vegetation is 
typical of arctic tundra, but differs locally 
with changing topography that ranges from 
sandy shores to the rocky slopes qf moun
tains, and includes sand dunes, -lowland 
meadows and sea cliffs. Water areas include 
numerous lakes, streams, and shallow bays 
or lagoons, but in addition, the wildlife of 
Nunivak draws extensively on the resources 
of the sea. 

The climate is moist, cold, and stormy. 
Summer temperatures average only 50° and 

....lililere may be extended periods of drizzle 
Wd fog. In winter, below 0° temperatures 

are common, blizzard conditions are fre
quent, and ice of the Arctic pack surrounds 
the island. 

Nunivak has been inhabited for thousands 
of years by Eskimos who, because of their 
isolation, developed different lingqistic and 
cultural patterns from their relatives on the 
mainland of Alaska. In order to make most 
efficient use of the fish and wildlife re
sources, on which they subsisted, the Nuni
vagmut, or Nunivak Eskimos, lived in 
scattered villages along the island's coast. 
Because of the centralization of schools, 
improved means of transportation, and 
other accouterments of civilization, all Es
kimos of Nunivak now live in the village 
of Mekoryuk. Subsistence hunting and fish
ing is still important, however, and hunt
ing or fishing camps may still be located 
~ncient sites . Shelters at such places 
• consist of the half underground sod 
house or "barabaras," used by Eskimos 
since ancient times. 

The abandoned village locations reflect the 
original status of fish and wildlife resources 
and show that, in at least this small part of 
the earth, most species have remained in 
primitive distribution and abundance. Most 
hunting by Eskimos was in the coastal re
gion, the most productive part of their en
vironment. Here, harbor, ringed, and 
bearded seals provided a major source of 
food and clothing. Walrus were hunted in 
spring; their carcasses furnishing vast 
amounts of meat, their hides serving for cov
ering of kayaks and manufacture of ropes, 
and their ivory for tools, ornaments and 
toys. White arctic foxes, as well as red fox, 
mink, and weasel may have been used for 
clothing, but are now sold for cash to the 
local store. 

Birds were an important resource from early 
spring until late fall. Ducks and geese of 
many species are abundant during migra
tion, the island's bays being particularly 
important for black brant, which forage on 
beds of eelgrass. Emperor, snow, and cack
ling or Canada geese are among the. most 
common species. Four kinds of eider ducks 
may remain throughout the winter, or as 
long as open water remains. Most impor
tant, however, were the sea birds-murres, 
puffins, and kittiwakes-which nest on the 
high, wave cut cliffs, in colonies that con
tain hundreds of thousands, perhaps mil
lions of birds. Common birds which were 
too small to be important as a food spurce 
include rock sandpipers, black-bellied plov
ers, rosy finches, and the rare McKay's 
bunting. Salmon, other fishes, and clarris -
were sought in shallow bays or at the 
mouths of rivers, even as they are today. 

'• . ~. 
~ 

T!le rare McKay's snow bunting nests only on Hall and St. Matttlew 

islands, but winters on Nunivak. 

Inland resources were not neglected. Wild 
berries may be gathered in summer and fall 
and a variety of plants may be used as 
"greens." Special grasses can be used for 
making baskets or lining of mukluks. Cari
bou were hunted in the mountainous in
terior, but became extinct late in the last 
century. Eskimo hunters followed tracks in 
the snow to where the last of the caribou 
"disappeared into the sky," a direct obser
vation that is difficult to refute, but cer
tainly at odds with current theory in wild
life management. The wild caribou were 
replaced by reindeer, their half tame, and 
similar relative. Reindeer, which now num
ber about 10,000, provide a major segment 
of the island's economy. 

Muskox 

. . 
~ ~ ' . ~ ~·· . 

':;._. -: .... 

Muskox, which were introduced to Nunivak 
in 1936, ~ere not a part of the original 
fauna. The nucleus herd, which numbered 
only 31 animals, has now grown to more 
than 700, although many of them have been 
transplanted in an attempt to restore them 
to their historic range in Alaska. The musk
ox herd is furnishing a large, and still grow
ing, source of income to the island residents. 
The fine quality muskox wool or "qiviut" 
shed each spring is gathered by Eskimos, 
and hand carded and spun into yarn that 
is made into warm gloves, headbands, and 
sweaters. Men serve as guides for the Ref
uge staff and for parties of photographers 
and have captured most muskox used in 
transplants. 

Salmon are caught with nets at the mouth of streams. Raingear is 
made from the intestines ·of seals and is both durable and light. 

The way of the Eskimo is changing and 
soon all that will remain of a culture that 
was fine-tuned to cope with hostile environ
ment will be the superficial accounts of 
anthropologists and a few artifacts salvaged 
from the site of ancient dwellings. The old 
legends of hunters and the spectacular 
achievements of shaman will be lost to mem
ory, or be summarized into a few dry para
graphs. The fish and the wildlife will remain, 
if we will it so, a unique tie with the past. 
The seals and walruses, the eiders and sea 
birds, will let us imagine, and perhaps be a 
little awed, at the skillful hunter who cast 
his spears and harpoons from kayaks amid 
the ice flows, or who dangled from cliffs, 
high above the sea, on ropes of walrus hide. 
It is a small part of the American heritage. 
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NUNIVAK HIUJERi~ESS STlJlJY PUBLIC HEARING. STATE'-'EIT 
BY . 

Ui S.; FISH AND \'li.LDLIFE SERVICE. p,f:PRESENTATiVE 

.·()jon EVENING ... lADIES AND GENTLEMEN.-·· I AM GoRooN 'dATSON., Pu.si<A AREA · 
· D'mEcroR.,· u. s~ ·FisH AND HI LDu FE SERvicE.· : \·II111 ME HERE ToNIGHT ARE . 

. f•\<. ·JERRY Hour., .AssiSTANT REFUGE f'-lANAGER oF TI-lE l'~UNIVAK ·ii\TIONAL HILnLIFE · . . . . - .- . . . . -

REFuGEr f·'R. DAvin SPENCER., PL.AsKA. ·REFuGE SurERvrsoR; AND -a~.· WILL · TROYER., .· 

· .. WILDI;RJ'JESS CooRDINATOR FOR WILDERNESS STUDIES .IN ALAsKA..· :ftil_ of= us ~ali. 
BE AVAILABLE DURING· AND AFTER THIS. HEARING TO ANSrlER NN. QUESTIONS YOU 

· MAY HAVE. CONCERI'HNG RESULTS OF THE \'IILDERNESS STUDY WE ME PRESENTING 

. · FOR YOUR CoNS !DERATION • 

WE Wfi.NT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS. PleLIC HEARING AND FOR 

.. EXPRESSING AN INTEREST IN THE ·FUTURE OF;JUNIVAK ~iA.TIONAL HJL .. DLIFE REFUGE. 

As YOU Ml\Y KNOW., TI-llS :HEARING IS HELD PURSUANT TO THE HILDERNESS kT OF 
. .• 

. 1964., WHICH REQUIRES THAT ALL WILDERNESS STUDIES ON ltATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 

BE coMPLETED BY SEPTEM3ER 3.,· 1974i. Irs: PURPOSE I.s ro GAll-IER INFORHATI.oN 

· WITH RESPECT To TI-lE surrABILrrY oR t~oNsUITABILITY of: INCLUDING 1HE REFUGE 

r.N -iHE ·NATIONAL HI.LDERNEss PRESERVATION SYSTE!'1. 

· CoPI.ES oF THE NurHVAK H!.LnERNEss FIELD STuDY REPORT ARE AVA·I·LABLE FOR Yo.LR 
. • . 

• " • w ~ • • - -.' • • • ~ - • • • - : • - - • -.~ - -- : •• 

· EXL\MINATION IN TI-lE 'LOBBY, 'SINCE COPIES· OF ·TI-llS FIELD S111DY REPORT ARE 
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· LIMITED IN NUI'BERJ _PLE.l\SE D0 NOT RE/''DVE TrlEJvJ FROM THE LOBBY 1 THE fiELD 
. . . . -- . .. . . . - .. . . . --

SfUDY REPORT IS SUI'1\1ARIZED IN A i'JUNIVAK WilJJERJ'lESS STUDY BROCHURE,~. OF 
. - . .. . . -- -- - . 

\'kfiCH COPIES r\~ AVAILP.m...E IF YOU ill NOT PLREADY Ht'\VE ONE. You AHE ALSO 
. .. . . - - --. 

WELCOME TO PICK UP A COPY OF THE STATH'!ENT l A1 .. ff"1/\KING HERE TODAY, 

FoR THOSE OF YOU WHO 1-.v\Y \'HSH TO BECOf'E HJRE. FAMILIAR WITrl DETAILS OF THE 

;JUNIVAK WILDERNESS FIELD STUDY· ... · WE INVITE YOU TO EXAMINE J\Ll.. OF TrlE DOCIJVENTS . 

CAREFULLY, IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO DO SO TODAY ... EACH OF THEM HILL BE t'V\DE 

AVAIL.AI3LE TO YOU IN EITHE.R OUR BETHEL OR A'~CHORAGE a·FF·ICES, 

THE srEciAL MissiON oF THE· i'i~TioNA~ vhLDLiFE REFuGE SYsTEi'i Is ~~.~-.To. 

PROVIDE~ Mll.NAGE .l'\ND SAFEGUARD A NATIONAL NffilORf< OF LANDS .AND vJATERS 

SUFFICIENT IN SIZE .... DIVERSITY AND LOCATION AS TO .fv'JEET PEOPLE1S NEEDS FOR 

AREAS WHERe THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF HUM!\i'l BENEFITS ASSOCIATED \'liTH mGRATORY 

BIRDS ... OTHER WILD CREATURES, AND ~'/ILDLA'-JDS ARE ENHANCED AND .f.VillE AVAIU\Bl£, 

lr IS COfv'MITTED TO THESE SPECIAL VALUES, 
11 

As AN INTEGRAL UNIT OF THE i.JATIONAL HILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEJ1,- NUNIVAK IJATIONAL 

WILDLIFE REFUGE CONTRIBUTES TO THIS MISSION UNDER AlJll-{QRITY OF EXECUTIVE 

ORDER 5095, WHICH ESTABLISHED THE REFUGE IN ·1929 1 

THE AREA HAS BEEN -~11\NAGED ESSENTIPUY AS A DE FACIO \~ILDERNESS SINCE ITS 

ESTABLISHMENT.· THE BROAD W\NAGEMENT OBJECTIVES OF TI-lE REFUGE AT PRESENT 

ARE TO PROTECT THE ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY OF THE ISLA}[) ECOSYSTEM AS A 

PREREQUISITE TO PRESERVING THE HABITATS OF MIGR.l'\TORY BIRDS AND OTHER 

WILDLI FEJ AND TO USE THE .REFUGE FOR EXPERWEJ'ITS IN PROPAGATION OF REINDEER 
. . . . . . . . . . '· . - -

AND RE-ESTABLISHING 1~USKOX AS A NATIVE ANIMI\L OF fu_AS!<A. ;b t"AJOR 
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DEYELOPI"JENTS. OR HA.N.AGH£NT ACTIVITIES SUCH AS WILDLIFE !:{A.BITAT t!i~N!PULli.TION 
I 

ARE PLANNED TO MEET THESE OBJECTIVES, 

THE WrLDE~\JEss Acr OF SEPTB13ER 3 ... l96l1 CPL.BLI-c LAi'l 83-577),- REQUIRES THAT 
- . 

THE SECRET.I\RY OF 11-lE INTERIOR REVIEW EVERY ROADLESS AREA OF 5,0J0 CONTIGUOUS 

ACRES OR !"ORE AND EVERY ROADLESS I-SLAND WITHIN THE ;'~TIONAL ~~ILDLIFE REFUGE 

SYSTEM AND,~ \1111-liN TEJ"J YEARS AFTER Tr!E EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE 1[jCT ... REPORT 

TO 11-lE PRESIDENT OF THE ·UNITED STATES HIS RECOMVENDATIO."JS AS TO THE 
. . 

SUITABILI1Y OR NONSUITABILITY OF EACH SUCH AREA OR ISLAND AS \'HLDERNESS, 

IN DEFINING WILDERNESS,· THE 1~CT REQUIRES THE REVIEW OF ROADLESS MEA$: OF 

. LESS Tl-!AN 5,000 ACRES THAT ARE .OF SUFFICIH.JT SIZE TO 1'1<\KE PRESERVATION 

PRACTICAL, THE WILDERNESS FIELD STUDY ON NLNIVAK lt~AS INITIATED IN JULY 1972, 

· · NUNIVAK REFUGE CONSISTS OF THE APPROXWlll.TELY l.l-J"11LLION-ACRE NUiiiYAI\ ISLAND 

AND ITS 50-ASSOCIATED OFFSHORE ISLANDS JI.ND ROCKS ... ALONG \'Hll-l ABOlJT 2.5 MILLION . 

ACRES OF SUBMERGED LA!'\JDS SURROUNDING THE ISLAND. TOTAL COfvBif~ED ACREAGE IS 

3.6 MILLION ACRES, \'/rliCH Mt\KES NUNIVAK THE LARGEST ISLAND REFUGE IN THE 

NATIONAL HILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEt·1. 

;~UNIVAK IS_ PROBABLY BEST KNOWN FOR ITS fvlUSKOX \'JHICH WERE INTRODUCED FR0/"1 
- . . 

GREENLAND IN 1935. THROUGH THE YEARS, A'I.JI/'1!\LS HAVE BEEN RE-INTRODUCED 

TO RANGES ON THE W\INLAND FROM WHICH THEY WERE EXTIRPATED. IN THE LAST HALF 
. . . .. . . . . . -- . 

OF THE 19TH CENTURY. TODAY THERE ARE APPROXII"\1\TELY 500 MUSKOX ON iJUNIVAK 
. . -- ... -. . - .. - - . --- -

ISLAND AND ADDITIONAL RE-INTRODUCTIONS TO Tr-!E MAINLAND ARE CONTH'IPLATED AS 

FUNDS AND 1'-WJPOWER PERMIT I 

(. 
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REu~nEER vtER~ r'NTROiX.JcED ro -r;1E .I.sL~ND ·I·N 1920'.: THE PREss-.~ iiEP-D oF APPRox

IMt\TELY LJ;(XJJ mrr-i<'\LS BELONGs To THE ;iA-fr.VE REsr!Joos oF f·1EKoRYUK, · A 
• • • • • - • « • • • • • • • • - - • - • 

MliJ~AGBi:NT AGREEMENT IS NEEDED BElYIEEN THE BLREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND 
. '.. . . -. •.. .. . ·- . . . . . . . . . 

\~ILDLIFE AND THE BERING SEA REINDEER .PRODUCTS~ INC." TO ALL.ar1 FOR CONTINUED . . . . I . 

I 

REINDEER GRAZING W'rHLE ASSURING PROTECTION TO REFUGE HABITATS, 

. . . . . 

DniER iMPORTANT WILDLIFE VALUES ON THE REFUGE INCLUDE THE . WPRESSIVE SEABIRD .. 

. NEST! NG ·coLONIES 11-!AT OCCUR ON PRECIPITOUS. CLI FFS ALONG. TrlE ·. NORlliYJEST COAST a 

. THESE COLONIES ME AiY'ONG THE LARGEST IN TrlE WORLD,; AND "PrlEIR AVIAfJ RESIDENTS 

. CONSTITUTE AVERY IMPORTANT CoM'ONENT OF TrlE OCE.ll.N ECOSYSTEI1.. A 'GREAT 
. . - . . . . 

. VARIEr{ OF OTHER MIGRATORY BiRDS INHABITS THE. ISLAr.m, INCLi.IDING 21 SPECIES . 

OF WATERFOVL. AlvoNG . THE 1~TTER ARE 8'1PEROR GEESE., BLAC~ BRANT_; 2 ·. RACES 
·:· 

Sot~~E BIRDS TRAVEL VAST DISTANCES TO REACH f'iUNIVAK FOR NESTING PURPOSES,· 
. . 

THESE INCLUDE GOLDEN PLOVERS) PECTORAL .SANDPIPERS~· OOtHTCHERSJ AND NORTHERN 

PHALAROPES FROM. Sourr1 1\ivlERICA; BRISTLE-:-THIGHED CURLEWS FR0~1 FIJI AND SA!voA; 
. · AND SHARp-TAILED SANDPIPERS,~ BAR-TAILED GODHITS AND .REILPHALAROPES FRCX-1 

NEW ZEALAND AND AusTRAlrA.· T1~us·THE REFUGE .Js oF INTERNATIONAL SIGNIFI.CANCE 

FROM THE. STAt"'DPOINT OF ITS·MIGRATORY BIRD RESOURCE, 

THE VARIOUS WHALES NATIVE TO THE BERING SEA .~1AY FREQUEf'IT REFUGE WATERS ·ON 

OCCAS.ION. 1-\M:)NG THESE ARE- THE BLUE' AND HUMPBACK \\HALES,~ BOTH OF N'rfiCH ARE 

ENDANGERED SPECIES •. THE sURROUi\flJING PELAGIC Wl\1-rns ARE .ALSO I·t~rlABITED. BY 

SEA LIONS .1\J\JD AT TIMES BY .. TrlE PACIFIC WALRUS. THE RIBBON SEALJ NO;{ 

CONSIDERED A .RARE SPEC.IES IN THE Ui~ITED STATES,: IS ONE OF THE FOUR .SPECIES 

OF SEALS FOUND IN -~~UNIVAK 1S \"'J\TERS, 
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OF PAciFIC SAU1JN ,1\J'\fD TI1E Dou.y V.rwnEN ~ ;~r LEAST 20 RIVERS AN.D STRE.llJ'rs 
. . . . - . ·;- - -

ARE USED BY Sft.UION FOR SPAWNING. 

• • - " • • • • • • • • • • w ~ ' • 

i~UNIVAK 1 S fvOST OlJfSTANDING SCEt\liC VALUES ARE ITS PRECIPITOUS CLIFFS) 

EXTENSIVE SAND BEACHES BACKED BY Sv~EEPING DUNES) PU\CID LAGOJNS AND 

ESTUARIES) AND INTERIOR MJUNTAINS, LAVA FLOdS A!"'D EXPLOSION CRATERS, 

THE 250 HARDY .EsKIMJS h'HO RESIDE IN THE VILLAGE OF f'EKORYUK ON n!E ISUND
1 S 

. NORTHEJ;.ST COAST ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST, . THESE FI.RST iUSKANS HAVE A CLOSE 

ATTACH!YlENT AND LOVE FOR THE LAND AND ITS RESOURCES, AND ARE DES.:;:NDPJ'iTS 

OF FOREBEARERS v.n-10 HA.VE OCCUPIED THE I.SLANP CONTINlJJUSLY FOR AT LEAST THE 
. . . 

PAST 2)))J YEARS, THE f''lEKORYUK VILLAGERS ARE. ST.ILL GREATLY DEPENDB'J-( ·. 
. . ' . ' ' e ON ll~E AREA'S FISHERY MD WILDLfFE RESOU:TCES FOR TrlETR LIVELIHOOD.· . FISH; 

.. 4lt 

SEALSJ BERRI-ES AND "GREENS
11 

ARE A FB"J OF THE ITEfiB THAT ARE .USED -CONTINUOUSLY 

. BY THEH FOR SUBSiSTENCE PURPOSES, THEIR REINDEER HERD SERVES AS THE 

. PRit1ARY SOURCE OF CASH INCOME. 

. - . 

Ps A RESULT OF THE ALASKA NATIVE CLAHVS SETTLEMENT AcT OF: 1971). THE NATIVES 
. . -

OF iiUNIVAK IsLAND WILL BE ENTITLED TO SELECT CERTAIN LANDS FROM WITHIN 

THE NUNIVAK [~ATIONAL HILDIFE REFUGE, AT THI.S POINT) I WANT TO MAKE IT 
. - . 

PERFECTLY CLEAR THAT 11-IE BUREAU OF SPORT fiSHERIES AND HILDLIFE viiLL 

cooPERATE To THE Fuu.i:sT- EXTENT vHTrl THE NLNIVAK PEOPLE As THEY HI\KE THEIR . 

. LAND SELECTioNs oN ;JUNr.VAK Is~D.- Ir sHouw BE UNDERSTOOD lliAT THESE. LAND . 

SELECTION RIGHTS TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER AI~Y· ACTIONS THAT ~\1\Y RESULT FROM 

OUR WILDE~~ESS STUDY, 
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·THE SNO\"iW\CHINE SERVES BO-n-i AS AN 1MP0RTANT TOOL IN r'Ll\NAG81ENT OF ~'tUSKOX 

AND REINDEER AND AS. TI-lE PRH1L\RY 1'\EANS OF TRANSPORTATION FOR ISLt\ifD RESID5"'TS 

AS 111EY PURSUE 111EIR TPADITIONAL HUNT[NG; FISHING; TRAPPING AND RECREATIONAL · 
. . - . - . - . - . - . - . . . - . - - . -

ACTIVITIES ON THE .REFUGE IN WINTER. 0F~OAD VEHICLES SUCH AS SNO'~,H<\CHJNES . 

DO CONFLICT WITH WILDffi\lESS PROTECTION AND I'W~AG8'1ENT; H08EVER; FOR THEY 

ARE NOT NORMALLY PERMITIED WI111IN ESTP.BLISHED \1ILDE~J~ESS AREAS. 

. . -

i'\LTHJUGH IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED BY SOLICITOR
1 
S OPINION TrlAT THE BUREAU OF 

SPORT FISHERIES AND HILDLIFE DOES HAVE JURISDICTION OVER ALL TIDE A\lD SLB

MERGED LANDS ~11TH IN THE REFUGE BOUNDARY; TrlAT BOUNDARY HAS NEVER BEEN . 

PRECISELY DESCRIBED, AT THE TIME TI-lE REFUGE WAS ESTABLISHED· IN 1929;. IT. 

WAS CREATED MERELY BY DRA\-~ING A CIRCLE AROUND ;~UNIVAK lSLA\lD, . IN SOtv'E 
. -

- INSIANCES; THE BOUNDARY EXTEf'IDS FROr1 J2 TO 2J I'ULES OFFSHORE; OR BEYOND 

· e THE TERR-ITORI-AL LH~IT, 

THERE ARE AT PRESENT ONLY FOUR MILES OF ROAD .ON THE ISLAND;- AND TrlE AlASKA 

DEPAR11'1ENT OF HIGhWAYS ENVISIOt~S THE NEED OF A ROAD CORRIJXR AROUND THE 

B'ffiRE ISLAND TO CONNECT f-'lEKORYUK WITH CAPE f{1ENDENHAU.; THE I~ESTCOAST; 

AND NASH H4RBOR I 

THERE IS A PROVISION IN Exf:cUfiVE ORDER 5)95 THAT ESTABLISHED THE REFUGE. 

WHICH SAYS; '1"HE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS RESERVATION SH.AU. NOT INTERFERE 

WITH THE usE oF THis- I-SLAND FOR LIGHTHOUSE; r1ILITARY oR NAVAL PLRPOSES , 11 

. . . . - . - . . . - -- -- - . - - - . -

THIS STIPULATION CLEARLY PROVIDES -FOR MILITARY USE OF THE REFUGE \•lr-lB~ DEEMED 
- - . -- -

NECESSARY, h-Jy PLANS 'THE MILITARY MAY HAVE FOR ~~UNIYAK ARE NOT KNOh'ff AT 

THIS TIME, 
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BECAUSE OF THESE AFOR8'1ENTIONED PROBL81S Al"ill CONFLICTS,~ AND BECAUSE 

WILDERJ'!ESS DESIGNATION \\OULD NOT BE vHTHIN AND SUPPLH't.ENTAL TO ALL REFUGE 

o&JECTIVES;. \'IE ME PROPOSING ·rmr THE ;JuNIVAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

NoT BE DESIGNATED A WILDERNEss MEA .IN Tr!E NATioNAL \·lr.LDE~'~Ess 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

PRESERVATION SYSTEM, THE ~'OST SERIOUS CO:~FLICT IN l'HIS REGARD APPEARS TO 

. BE BETWEEN 'WILDERNESS tltANAG8'1ENT Ai'-iD PROTECTION AND THE \tHDESPREAD USE OF 

· THE ENTIRE ISLAND BY f.!A.TIVES USI-NG SN0l'IJ1l\O-liNES, 

-: PlEASE RECOGNIZE THAT THIS PROPOSAL IS PREUf."]INARY. .Oi~LY AFTER THE VIE8S 

OF ALL CONCERNED PARTIES HAVE BEB~ HEARD AND EVALUATED wru_ ALL OUR FINAL 

REC0."'11,1ENDATIONS BE FORMULATED. 

A"JY VIEv~s··you \l.fJ.SH TO EXPRESS; -\lfHETrlER. ORALLY OR' IN rJRITINGi WIU_ HELP-US 

DEVELOP FINAL.RECOM\'lENDATIONS ON THE RESULTS OF OUR STUDY. A"JY OF YOU, .WrlO -

f'AAY WISH TO SUBMIT \"'RITIEN TESTII1DNY FOLLOtJING T'rliS HEARING ARE URGED TO DO 

-_ so BETI'IEEN ·Nat~ AND fbvBvLBER 23). 1973. AFTER THAT DATE; WE vHLL FORt'\lJLATE 

. OUR RECOHMENDATIONS AND SUBMIT THE1'1 TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR FOR _· 

HIS CONSIDERATION, T 1-iA.NK YOU .FOR ATTENDING, 

.. 
' i, 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT F'ISHERIES AND WI;J.,DLIFE 

A"l aska Ar·ea Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

HUiHVAK HIWE~,iESS STIIDY 

PUBLIC HEARL~G STATETEIT AT f.t:KORYUK 

BY 

. U, S. FISH A!~ID HIUJLIFE SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 

·THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE fv'AINTAINS A NETWORK OF .OVER ~ WILDLIFE 
. . 

. . 

REFUGES 1HROUGHOUT 1HE UNITED STATES I THE BASIC Alt~ OF 1HESE REFUGES 

IS TO PROVIDE BREEDING.~. FEEDING AI\JD RESTING AREAS FOR i'liGRATORY BIRDS 

AND HABITAT FOR BIG GAME AND A VARIETY OF OTHER WILDLIFE. 

ALAsKA IS PARTICUlARLY FORTUNATE IN HAVING VAST NESTING AREAS FOR DU:KS.~ 

GEESE.~ AND 01HER MIGRATORY BIRDS.~· BUT SINCE MA.NY OF 1HESE BIRDS HI GRATE 

SOUTH· IN THE WINTER.~· IT IS 1HE RESPONSIBILITY OF TrlE FISH AND HILDLIFE 

SERVICE TO ALSO PROVIDE· REFUGES IN THE SOUTHERN STATES WHERE THESE BIRDS 

CAN WINTER, OTHERWISE.~ THERE WOULD SOON BE VERY FEW BIRD::> RETURJ'iiNG TO 

ALAsKA. 

. . . . . . 

-THE ;~UNIVAK I'JATiciNAL WILDLIFE REFUGE.~ NOTED NATIONWIDE FOR ITS NUSKOX 
. . -. .. -. - ., . . . . . -·. . . -

HERD.~ ts ONLY ONE OF THE 18 UNITS IN AlAsKA. WE RECOGNIZE 1HE ECONOMIC 
--. .. . ' . . ~ . - - . -~ . . 

IM.DQRTANCE OF REINDEER GRAZING TO THE PEOPLE OF i~UNIVAK ISLAND, !Js YOU 

KNOW_, 1HE MLWY BAYS AND ESTUARIES PROVIDE HABITAT FOR lliOUSANDS OF WATERFO\ttl,~ 

' . 
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- - - ... ·. . . . . - . - - . .. . . . - .. - .. 

SHOREBIRDS AND MARINE (VtLIJ'1"ALS, THE. CAPE f·bHICAN SEABIRD ROOKERY. IS ONE 
. -- . .. . - - .. - . . . . . . - -- . -.. - --- - -- -- .. - . - -.-

OF lliE LARGEST IN ·fu.Asl<A AND VV\NY POLLVTION-FREE STREAI1S ARE SPAW~ING 

GROUNDS FOR liDUSANDS OF SALYON I 

. -. . .. - .. - . - -

THIS ABUNDAI\ff WIWLIFE RESOURCE Ht\S BEEN UTILIZED BY THE PEOPLE OF NUNIVAK 

FOR THOUSANDS OF- YEARS AND. HOPEFULLY) IF THE FISH MID HILDLIFE SERVICE 

AND 11-IE PEOPLE OF f·1EKORYUK \"'ORK TOGETHER) IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO f•tli.INTAIN 

TrlESE POPULATIONS FOR BOTH YOUR ENJOY~iEiH AND USE FOR f-'At..JY YEARS TO COfvlE, 

.. 

LlNDER TI-lE ALAsKA l·JAnVE Ct..AIMS SETTLEMENT AcTJ THE PEOPLE oF ~~UNIVAK 'r'IILL 

. BE ENTITLED TO SELECT LANDS FROI'-1lliE f-lUNIVAK l~li.TIONAL HILDLIFE REFUGE, 

AT THIS POINT) ! WANT TO M!\KE IT PERFECTLY CLEAR 11-iAT TrlE BuREAU OF SPORT 

e FISHERIES ·AND VJILDLIFE WILL COOPERATE TO TI-lE FULLEST EXTENT AS YOU t'lli.KE 

11-!ESE LAr'ID SELECTIONS, IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THESE SELECTION RIGHTS 

. TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER ANY ACT IONS THAT Ml\ Y RESULT FROM OUR vH LDERi\lESS STliDY, 

THE PRIMI\RY REASON FOR ESTABliSHING \IHLDERNESS AREAS IS TO SET ASIDE CERTAIN 

LAr·ms TI-IROUGHOUT TI-lE ·UNITED STATES AND KEEP TI-IEM IN A NATURAL CONDITION) 

WITHOUT ROADS OR OTHER FORMS OF DEVELOPMENT ~'JHICH WOULD CHANGE THE. 

CHARACTER OF TI-lE LAND, THIS IS OFii:.N HELPFUL IN PROTECTING SQ"'E FORMS OF 

WILDLIFE AND IN MANY WAYS THIS WOULD HELP GUARANTEE THE N.li.TIVE PEOPLE 

CONTINUED USE OF THE LANDS FOR SUBSISTENCE HUNTING AND FISHING, 

HowEVER·)· ·UNDER WI-LDERNEss DESI·G-NATION·J· rvoToR YB-II.cLEs_J_ ·INCLuDI-NG si~o~CHINES·J· 
._. - - . - . . - - . - - . - . . . .. . . . - - - - -. . - . - . . - .. - - . . . - . - . . -

ARE NOT PER/'1ITTED. V[E RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED OF SNOWfv'OBILIES FOR HUNTING) 

REINDEER HERDING) TRAPPING AND OTHER USESJ A"'D THIS IS THE PRI~"\1\RY REASON 
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. .. . ~. - . - . . . . . . .. .. - . . - -

TI-IE FisH AND Hn.nLIFE. SERVICE RECOMvtENDED THAT NONE OF [~UNIVAK IsLAND 

BE PLAcrn ~-~~ -frlE l~TroNA.L Wiillffi~4E:ss PREsffivArr·o~ svsrl:M. 

. . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . - . . .. 

WILDLIFE REFUGEJ PEOPLE FROlv1 A[J_ OVER THE UNITED STATES WILL BE r-1.1\KING 

CoMv1ENTS ON THIS. PROPOSAL, VERY POSSIBLY). AFTER CoNGRESS CONSIDERS A[J_ 

THESE COtiMENTSJ CoNGRESS STILL MIGiT DECIDE TO PlJT PART OF i~UNIVAK IN 

1HE WILDERNESS SYSTEM DESPITE OUR RECOr1"1ENDATIQ"J TO THE CONTRARY r THEREFORE) 

IN YOUR TESTifvDNY AND COM'1ENTSJ .YOU MIG.YT WANT TO POINT OlJT THOSE AREAS IN 

.WHicH YOU SELDOM USE .SNOW~ACHINES AND ALSO THOSE AREAS WHERE CONTINUED 

SNQh'MACHINE USE IS ESSENTIAL TO YOUR WAY OF LIFE. THEN1 IF CoNGRESS 

CLASSIFIES PARTS OF NUNIVAK AS A WILDERNESS) LANDS HAVING LEAST CONFLICT 

WITH YOUR SUBSISTCJ.ICE AND HERDING ACTIVITIES WJULD BE SO DESIGNATED, 

. . .. 

I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OlJT AGIUNJ HOdEVERJ THAT 1HE FISH AND VIILDLIFE .. 

SERVICE HAS RECOriMENDED AGAINST PLACING ANY OF NUNIVAK IN THE NATIONAL 

WILDERNESS f'RESERVATI ON SYSTE1'1. 

THE BROCHURE YOU HAVE ON THE NUNIVAK HILDERNESS STUDY IS ONLY A StJMvAAY 

OF THE FUU.. FIELD REPORT, THE FIELD REPORT IS AVAILABLE FOR EXM·1INATIQ~ 

·IN TI-lE BACK OF THE ROOI1 FOR "THOSE OF YOU WHO WISH TO DO SO, PlEAsE DO 

NOT REMOVE THE COPIES OF 1HIS REPORT. 

YOU WILL SPEAK FREELY AND MI'\KE ANY PERTINENT C0/1v£NTS YOU CARE TO 

CONCERNING 1HIS PROPOSAL. 
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. - . - - . - - .. 

\VE WILL R81\IN OVERNIGHT IN fiJEKORYUK; AND l WILL f¥-KE f1YSELF AVAILABLE 

TO ~y OF YOU WHO WISH TO.DISCUSS f"lt\TTERS 01HER TH.l\N THE h1ILDERNESS 

PROPOSAL AFTER 1HIS HEARING, 
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[ ] I want to hand in a written statement. 

I represent [ ] se 1 f 
[ ] organization (please list below) 



~-"', 

1 Public Hearing Attendance List. 
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· At· the hour· ,of· 7:40 p .m._,October 18, 1973, the: · 

hearing:was ·~alled to.order by. Robert Price, the Regional 

s·olicitor, ·Department of the In'terior, Chariman presiding~ 
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···I 
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·.State Land Use Planning Commission · 

. HILLIA11 . TYSO::J; interpreter, Cali~ta .. Corpor~tion .. · 
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·. . •• . . . · .. · : 
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B & I Court Report- , 
ing Service· · ! 

401. K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

I .• 

' ; .. 

. ·. ANCHORAGE.· ALASKA 99501 
. . . ' . . 

:: .. 



I 
I 

. ' I ·"'- I - I 
1 l 
2 .,, 

3 

4 

5 
--.---

s 

7' 

8 

9 

10 

11 

I 12 
I 
I el3 I 

14 

15 

. 16 

. 17 

18 

19 

20 

. 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

e 

.. ·I 
-- .. 
•': 

. ~ . •. 

P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 

-I'm MR.. ·PRICE:. 
) . . . ' 

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.. 

Robert Price, the Regl.onal Solicitor, Department o·f the Interior ,• 

Anchorage. I have beeri desig~ated by the Secretary of the 

Interior to conduct .·this p:ublic. hearing. Host of you should 
. . . 

·have filled ciutan attendance card as you entered the door. If 

you have not done so, I ~7ou1d like to ask ycm. to. complete a card. 

· If you did not get a card, please raise your hand and we ~ill 

distribute one tO you. 

(Translated). 

}'f_ .. R. PRICE: First of-.all; I ~vould like to thank i-:aro1d 

Napoleon· and Henry Shavings for their assistance in setting up 

this hearing, as well as making· arrangements for the use.of 

the school building. 

(Trans la.ted)' 
. . . 

MR. PRICE: I'm going tO make. a formal-statement.and 
. . 

Mr. Hansen "tv:ill also·makea statement. After that~ I am going to 

attempt to conduct the hearing as informally as -possible in. order 

to give. each of ypu an opportunityto speak. I would like to 

. emphasize to everyone that each one v1ho wants to. testify should 

do so. 

(Translated) 

:t-1R. PRICE: As announced in the. notice of public 

hearing issued on September 10, 1973, this hearing is being held 

to obtain· the vie\·7points of all interested persons on· the Fish 

. B & I COURT REPORTING SERVICE_. 
401 K sniEET 
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and Wildlife Service•s proposal that Nunivak hot be considered f1r 

wilderness designation~·/ Mr. Hansen will describe this proposal .·. ·. 

in greater detail during his statement. 

(Traru>lated) .. 

MR. PRICE: I .should like to .explain that ;Ln arrangin 

this: hearing, notices were sent· to the United States Senators 
: . ' . . . . . 

and Congressmen from Al~ska, the. Governor of the State and other 

elected officials.· Replies which have. been received from them 

will he read and incorporated into the_ record of this h~aring. 

We also. sent notices to·Federal and State agencies, organization 

.and individuals known to be interested in the matter. 

(Translated) 

HR. PRICE: . Nmv, a few w.ords about procedure.· This 

hearing is not ·to be a debate. a trial or questiori...:and-ahs'tver 

assembly~ but an advisory hearing to allow all of yoti a chance 

to present statements, written or spoken, or other information 

regarding ·the proposal we are considering tonight. . If anyone 

;fails to understand the statement of any person; please ask 

. ·I 

question·s SO that the s.tatement is. clear to you. All questions. 

will be· directed· to • me and I shall determine who should ans't·7er 

them. This may seem a little technical or.strict, but it is 

intended-to keep the hearing orderly so that everyone is assured 

a fair opportunity to be heard in the time allo'\ved. 

Please confine your comments to those· concerned wi.th 

the .Nunivak wilderness proposal. If you have comments on other 

B II: I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
· 401 K STREET . 
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-13· 

14 

15. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

! 

21 

22 

23 

24 .5 

1.· . 

matters~ 'Hr. Hansen ~Till /be available to discuss other subjects 

· after this formal hearing. 

. (Translated) 

MR. PRICE:· The' ~Jilderness Act, Public taw 88-577; · 

which was passed by Congr'~::ss in September, · 1964, directs the Fish 

and Wildlife Service to study all wildlife refuges for their 

wilderness potential, regardless· of '\vhere. they are located. This
1 

·.law .directed. wilderness studies to be completed by September 3rd, 

· 1974 on every roadless· island artd every roadless area of s·,oao· 

:acre~ or more within:the National Wildlife R~fuge Systeci~ 

. (Translated) 
. . 

. . . . : 

}!R. PRICE: The· intent of • the a.ct is. clear .and certain 
.. 

sections of i.t .states that th¢ purposes of the lililderness. Act · 
. . . ' 

are .to b~ "tvithin afld supplemental to.the purpos·es for ~hich each 

refuge has been established or is admini.stered. 

(Translated) •.. 

HR. PRICE: . The wilderness. study and the Fish and .. •I 

Wildlife Service.· r~corrrrnendations. \vere, therefore~ . conducted ori 

Nunivak in accordance· with the act. 

(Translated) 

MR. PRICE: .This entire hearing will.be recorded on 

·. tave and ·your views exactly .as you expressed them will become 

part of the ·Official record. A hearing 'tvill also be conducted 

in Anchorage next week. After thes.e hearings,. a thorough. review 
. . . 

·will be made of this study, but this is not the last: opportunity 

B S: I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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. 13 

14 

15 

16 

for public. expression. 

(Translated) . . . . . . 

MR. PRICE: · The. record of this hearing and all other 
. . i . . . . 

information. on the proposal ';vfll be transmitted. to the Secretary 

of the Interior. After study and consultation, the Secretary 

will transmit his recommendations regarding the proposal to .the 

President. The President will transmit the recommendations to 

. the Con,gress .. · After appropriate consideration, which will 
. . . . . 

·include additional, hearings, the Congress Will accept, reject 
! - • • . 

' . 
. or modify the pro.posal. As you can see, this . is a very long .. 

. . 

review process before. final action is taken,· and the public 
-~.~ .. ·-

hearings and you:r;- views are a most iniportant_part . 

· (Translated) 

MR. PRICE:. B~fore we go. further,. I would like to 

· go- off the rec.o:td briefly so that· all· of you will be able to 
. . . 

fill out the cards. that· were· handed to· you. It is necessary that 1 

1, ... ·.· :Ln order to keep the· hearing formal that w.e ·have your names .. 
' '• 

17 

. 18. i (Brief recess taken) 
. i 

1 ~ ! . HR. PRICE: We Gail go back on the 'record again .. 

20 

21. 

22 

23 

24 

-Now, I ask Henry Hansen, the Acting Deputy Director 

. of· the Fish and Wildlife. Service, to explain the \vilderness Study 

and Proposal to you. 

Mr .. Hansen. 

HR. HANSEN: Thank you, Mr. Price. Before .I start, I 

would like. tO introduce those members of qur staff \~ho came out: 
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Dave Spencer, our Superv~sor of Refuges;· Jerry Hout, Hfm:ager of 
. I 

the Nunivak National Wildlife RefugE:; and l-lill. Troyer, who is 

in charge of our Hilderness Program st~tioped ~n Anchorage. 

. The Fish and Wildlife Service ma~ntains ·a network of 
. . 

. . . 

more than 300 \vildlife refuges throughout the United. States. 

The qasic aim of these refuges is to provide nesting grounds and 
. . . . ' . 

feedingarid resting ar~as for migratory birds and habitat fo:t 

big.game and a variety of other-wildlife. 
. . . 

· . (Translated) 
. . . . . 

MR.~ HA..NSEN: -·Alaska is particularly fortunate in hav..: 

ing vast nesting areas for ducks, geese, arid oth!=r migr.;1tory. _-·. .
1 

.. birds ... But since most of these birds migrate south in t:he W1nte:r( 
' . . . ', ' ' ' . . . - ' .. 

it is the r-esponsibility of the Fis-h and Wildlife Service to als. 

provide refuges in the Southern states -v;rhere these birds. can 

winter; otherwise, there 'would soon be very few birds returning 

to their nes t1ng grounds in· Alaska.· 
. . ; 

. . . 
. . 

(Translated) 

·MR. F.ANSEN: ·.The Nunivak National 1-Jildlife Refuge,

noted nationwi-de for its muskox herd, is one of 18 units in. 

Alaska. ·We recognize the economic importance of reindeer · 
' . . . 

grazing to the people of Nunivak Is.land .. _As you know, the many 
. '. . 

bays and estuaries provide ·habitat for thousands of waterfm.;l, _ 

shorebirds and marine mammals. The Cap~ Mohican s.eabird. rookery 
. . 

· is one of. the largest in Alaska and many pollution-free streams 

are spawping grounds· for thousands of s~lmon. 

. . . -
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. ' (Trans L:ited) 

'HR< :HANSEN: This abUI!ldarit' wildlife resource .has 
I , ... 

,· . ~ ". . . . . . 

been utilized by the peopleof Nunivak for thousands.of years an, 

hopefully,_ if the Fish and Hildlife Service and the people of 

Mekor¥uk work together, it will be possible to maintain these 

popu~ations for both your enjoyment and.use for many years to 

come.· 

.(Traris~?-ted} 

·.MR. HAl'l'SEN: Under the Alaska Native Claims Settlemert 

Act, the people of I~univak vllll. be entitled to select lands from 

.the NunivakNatl.onal Hildlife Refuge. At this point, I want to 

make it ~lear that the Fish and Hildlife Service will cooperate 

to the fullest extent as you makethese Limd selections. It 

should be understood that these sel~ctions rights take precedenc 
. : . . 

over any actions that· may result Erom our wilderness study.· 

(Translated) 

MR.· riANSEN :. · The primary reason for establishing 

i;v-ildern~ss areas is to· s·et aside. certain lands throughout the 

United States and. keep them in a natural condition without roads 

or other forms of development "~;vhich would change the character 

of the land. This is often helpful in protecting some forms of · 

wildl:i.fe. and in many ways, this would help guarantee the N·ative 

people continued use of the lands for subsistence hunting and 

fishing . 

(Translated) 
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'MR.: llANSEN: ,Under· wilderness designation, motor 
. ~ . . . . 

. vehicles,. including sno~TITlachines, · are not permitted:· We recog-
. . ' . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

nize your ne~d of snovmwbiles for hunt·ing, reind~er herding,·. 

trapping and other uses,_ and this is the primary reason the Fish 

and HildlifeService hasrecomp1ended that.none of Uunivak :I:sland 

.beplaced.in the National_.Hilderness Preservation System. 

·.·(Trans la t·ed) 

:M..R. ·HANSEN:. It is very important to realize tha.t 
. . 

because Nuni'iak is a National Wildlife Refuge, people from all 
- . . . 

over the -United Stat-~s vjill be making c~mments on this proposal. 
' . . . . 

Very possibly,· after Cong;ress considers all these .comments, 

I. 
I 

Congress still niight decide to put part of Nunivak in the wilder 1 

. ness system·, despite our recommendat:j_on. to the contrary. 

Therefore, ih your. test-imony· and comments;. you might 
. . 

want ·tO point OUt. those areas in which JOU seldom use SnOvl-
. . . . 

machines and. ~lso those areas vlhere continued snovlffiach:Lne use is I 
- . . . I 

··essential to your way of life. . Then if Congress classifies part 

of Nunivak -as a wilderness, lands having least conflict with 
: . . . 

. . . . 
. . . . 

. your subsistence and herding. activities would be so designated. 

. (Translated) 

MR. I::iANSEN: I would like to point out again, however 

that the Fish ahd Hildlife Service has recomerided against plac

ing any of Nunivak in the National Wilderness Preservation 

.system: 

(Translated)· 
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please . do riot rerriove .cOpies .of the r.eport ·from the: rooiiL Hr .• 

Troyer.·w:tll show· ~~u where. it is .i~. you ~7ant. to see· it. · 

· ·• 6.'ranslated) 

.· MR~ H.Al''{SEN:i I w:is.h. to tha'nk all of :you for· coming 

to this bearh1g and I hope you -.;.;rill speak freely. and make any 

pertinent c.omnients you care: to concerning this proposal. We ,;~il 

remain ·overnight ?-Il Nekoryuk. Dave Spencer and ·Jer~y Hou~ and 
- . , . .·· . . . '· . . . . . . . · .. ' ·. .··. .. . . .. - . . · . 

. Will Troye!r .. and .I will make ourselv~s .available to any of you 
' . . . ' . . . . . 

· who w:ish· t6 'discuss i;natters other tha,n the wilderness proposal 

after .this .h~aring i$ .·concluded .. 
' . . . 

ThankyOl;l. 
, . . . . ., 

·. · ('frarisla t~d) .... · 
.. '. . . 

. MR. PRIC:E: .At this time, am now going to open .the· 

meeting for publfc. discussiotL And I .ask ~that all: informati.on. 

. on .the wilderness: propo~al that you have· be .presented as com~ 

pletely as possible. I am going· t:o . call .on certa:ixi per.sons in 
. ' . . . ~ . . . . 

order to clarify the wilderness pro,posal .. A.ftet' they. have 

completed their statements, theineeting will continue to be open 

to the· public and a:nyone present who. (lesires to make a statement 

m..ay do so~ 

(Tr arisla ted) .. 

. . . 
: . . . 
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• f ; .· . 

· · MR: PRICE:· In order to permit .the conduct .of the · • · 
. . . . . . - .· 

meeting arid the oral c'aminents to b~come a mati:e:r of record; i 

.~outd .like· to: ask whoeve~ ·_has. a s_tatement- to coTI1e forward to. 

speak ... Howe~er. if you- feel uncomfortable coming ~Orwfcird, •. then 

you may speak from-where you are, but pieas~ ident:ify yourself_. 
.· 
for the record.·· 

.. (Translated) · · 

MR.· PRICE: . I understand th.at the .representatives 
. ·- ' . ' ' -.··. - ... :. ·. · .. 

·the ·co~gressional:Delegation of .the Governor for the. State o.f . 

Alaska will be. B.PP~_a;ririg- -at; the heari:t:lg · next w~ek in· Anchorage· . 
. . 

·_·And, •. therefo~~.-- I 'm.-goi-~g. to. call f;irst _at • this. heating. tpe. 

the Hc;:~.yor of the= .City .. of .. Mekoryuk to make·. hi~ stat~mertt, 

·Mr .. · Henry. ·s_havings. 
. . ' 

THE INTERPRETER: . . ; rr1is. is • where. I. get·. mixed . up~- when 

·-I. do like that.·Transl~ting_ it __ into E_s.kiino is .my way. Now,· when 
. . . 

I .try .to translate Eskimo i~to. English, I ffnd-myself talking 

Eskimo . .someplace alor1g t:he line·. ·so if sol'!1.ething -comes· up like I . 
that, don't be(surprised. · 

' . 
,. . . 

But, anyway; He~ry's statement is· that -it's been --

in. the past, it .has been kind of a pretty ha;d living ~~d ~ve :_ 
. ' . . . . . 

. . . 

have-- to live off. the- islaT).d .•. They just have this .whole· island. 

here to niake a living ·and if· they p.ut a wilderness area. there · 

and you stop us from going' there J you sill shrink our land to·. 

that:much .(indicating} and we only have just a little bit more 

to ·live on, and we havem' t _got any-Where to· go but and get \vhat we 

B & .1 <;OURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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I.· .• 

... 
. ~ . 

. ' 
·':.' 

. r·tj' · uSed to get before. · if ~hat's cut Off, ."'" '1L be -' ju~n>art .·o~ .1.· ·~ .. · 

. 2 .. our land' "tvill 'be cut in ·half and \•Je only have just this rrnich 

(in<;iicating) ~eft.. t.Jhile ·we used :to be ·living ~ff here too. 

jl1St this much (indicating)· is here:· • Now,· you cut. that .in. half, 

~-s- . artd we. have :..~.we lost. that much. and. we only have ':this ·much .to 

6 ··be living .on~ Ancl i:( ther·e is .a danger and if that· cuts out~:. 
. . .' . . ' · .. ' . . --

7 · ·if it b.ecomes a·~Tilderness ·area,. it's mighty .. hard f·or us.·.: 
. . . . ' 

.. a. MR: ·PRICE.: · Thank. you,. Hr. Shavings, for your state-

9 ·. m.ent. ··· ' ~··. ' 

. : 10. 

. . 12. ••• .13 
. ·. 
14 

. 15 . 

16 

' .. - . 
. .· ' 

At this time·,. I would like to call on l1r. Shchval,ter . 

. J. Smith·, ·cal is ta CorpOr.ition, for his· sta,tenient. 

Mi.· Smith .. · .... 

MR. SMITH: Honorable committee ·memberp, in reference 

to Pu.blic .Law -88-577 hea.rings, rriy name is Shmvalter J. ··smith, 
. . . 

A :member of ··Calis.ta Corporation,.· Bo~rd Member arid dhariman of 

the Land Conmi ttee for ~he corporation·,. 

· 17 . Wit;:hirt .the :P~~iineters of m.Y. resp.orisibilities with. 

•18 Calist~ Corporation, I have .a very short statement to prese.nt · 

19 

. 20 

21 

22. 

23 

. 24 . 

before the committee; Since·I.do know theothe~·Land Comm:fttee 
. ·.-: .. 

. members, ' Cali~ta D:i.rect:ors ,: . and NlL'1i vak Island people 't~ill 

totally concur,.Idefini~c;ly emphasize againse the establishni~~t 
. - . . . 

of Nunivak Island as ··a· wilderness .area tinder Public .Law. 88-577 

due to. certain ·k~own conflicting factors •. such. a~ Public Law. 
. . ' . . 

·92 ... 203. The corporatiort will h~ve a l€mgthier statement on the · 
. ' . . 

··.same at the O.ctober·24, 197.3 hearing at Anchorage, .Alaska. 
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· .... ··(Translated) 
. 'J . • .... 

. MR. PRICE; Thank y6u for· your statement, Hr .. Smith;: 

on. behalf· of· C.:;~.lista· Corporation. 
- ' . . . 

'The r~ext w·itness ·. that 1 _would like· to have t·esti"fy>' 

I believe the name :t~ Hr. John P .·Jones.· of Me.ko~yuk ·Gity_ Counsel. . 
. . . 

. JOHN p· .. ·JONES (Tq~6ugh the interpretor) : Thank you.· 

• · I'd ·li.ke .some help. from ·the audience .. ·His s:tatemerit. is that··we · · 

. . . talked )1bout: if w:e niake a statement,·,~(:;: could tel:J,. where· I do 

do most of· my hunting and where ·I don't d~ any hunting or I tell. 

more. over here. (in<.licating) :or 'less .over on that side (indica t-. 
- . . ' 

· -it:lg). He says· you cannot. see where -~ .wh~re he doesn:' t ·. t:e11. 

where ·he traveled· .less than the .other~ because· he takes tbe · 

tvhole.island. Justso.qe canT:lve~ h.e travelallover> •He just 
. . ·. ' . ' · . .- . . . .-.·:· . ·. ·. -. . 

· .. c·<:m' t:. point out tvhichyai where he doesn' 
.. ~- . . . ' 

'go·. on. c~rtain. times.· 
'•. ·· .. 

. and go, o:n.ly. to one part.: .And: the· rest of . it was about. with the· 

·fishing. Ther.e is always fishi~g ~~ .the Japanes~ are fishing 

all· out·. in froi1t o.f us all. the· ti~~ and wei re l~osing a lot oJ 

... fish· that w~y.·:.~rid. he says: .the halibut are not as many as they. 

·used t6 be and donit kno~~ whether they're going· .to disappear.or. 
- . . . , . . . 

not. •·. But ·that·' s· riot tll.e only ftsh .that's. starting_ to .get ·scarce· 
.. ' ' 

.·.here .. T:he .other. fish are starting. to. get scarce ··too .. and the[3e 

young· people are J~oing out more and more and start working, . 

trappin,g around more .tl).a~ they did in ~he ~1der ·days. tfow 

they j.ust cover. the' whole island for trapping/where they. didn't 

in the older days> 
... ', .... 

. [ 
t •. 
·: 

. . ~· ·. . . . . 
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_, 
. ' . . ·. . . .· 

·HR .. -SPE~~CER:_-··. phi he say they·~;~ ·using• the·tvhole .-
. . . ' .·.' .1- ' . . ·, ' : ' ... ·. 

-isiarid now: more for .trapping· than·. they .used to? 
' . . . - ' ' ... 

. THE. IN':['~RPRETER: ·_ Well,· pretty much so, yes. because 

---=---- ·-: 

you can't .;.;..:_.as he says,· you~an-'t go -t:~_on~side· artdus~ som~ 

par_t .of it; because. if th-er~ is .so~e pe~ple. hunting o~er hete 

6 

.7 

8 

I 9 
I 

10· 

11 

-12•' 
13. 

. 14 

~5' 

·-16 

--17' 

18 

19 

20 ' 

21 

22 

23 

. · (itldicat:fng), there is some people hunting over. that -side :(in~· 

.·- di~ating): : ~r if they· come this ~ide (indi~at:i;.ng) -, spme of thepr 
. . . . .. · . . 

·ai"e ove;r trh: the bth~r side., So it Is been that way all the time .. 

He can It point. out_ w~ich· part .is not. UQ.US,eable for them~ . 

MIL PRiCE: · -.I just. might say. for th~ benefit of. the 

nieobers .qf the Departmeri:tof the Interior paneL? if. at any .· 
. . ' . . 

. ' ' 

time you wi~h to' c.ominent on a statement or to' ask a question :in ' 
·.' .. . ·.. . . 

·order to· clarify-_ either. through- ·the interpreter. \·lhat·. the witness 
. . . . 

:.· .. s.aid, T think· it ·might be b~nefi~i.Ell. for all of us t.o hear it . 
. . 

Thank you,· Mr. Jones·~·· - · __ -_-- · .. _.·.· ·· .-- ·._. · · --

. -_•. The .next s ta te.ment that. we w.ould -.like· to. :he.ar • is 

Mr. Samson Weston _of. the• M~koryuk Land S~le~tion. Committee.· . 
. . . 

MR.: l.JF:STON: · l1y narne< is Samso11 Westoti·. ' ;I: represent 
. - . . . 

the Heko~yuJt. Land Selection Committee:~·. ,Listening_ to the -. 

. statem~nts ·tonight;. I personally ·agree with the prbposal of the 

_·Fish. ~nd l~ildlife/ that they recommend that none bf Nunlva~·· • 

. _ Isla,nd .be recormne~ded as National Hilderness .• Pres~rvation System· 

l\'e do not want any restrictions. on the island,· whats~ever. I 

live here .. 'I'his .is my home., -My f~ther lived here~ his father, 
-. : . ' ' ... : ...... ' . . . '. . . 

·and so :or{. Therefore, · strongly :recommend that none of. N.uni:va 

• a lk l COURT REPORTING SERVIC~ · .·· 
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2

1.··.-.··1'· .be placed in tlte ·:N~tional ~lilderness Preservation Systerti.. :(•.~ ... · · · 
. . . J ) • ·. . . 

·. sure :the 111aj ority~ of the people here will also agree with me.~. 

3 I ·thank th~ Fish and Wildl{fe S~rvice. f~r Il~t. reco~~hding. the ••.. 

. 4. island for .the wildeiness·syst~~-
• ..... · . ' . . ·. . . . . ·.· I . .. 

Thank you. yery much. 
. ' ·. . . . . . . .,- . . . . .,. 

·iRE INTERPRETER:· . l-Jt.ly cici~'t y~u ·say tl:).at in Eskl.mo . 

. 7· yourself? 

:8 · ·.·· (Translated .by Mr:. W~$ton). 

9 

10 

·.rl. 

-12 
'13-~ 

.14 

15 . 

16 

17 

18 . 

19 

20 

2.1 

22 

23 

MR.·· PRICE: :· Thank you. · 

At this: tinie, I'm going to ask that we take a. 15-. · 
.. · ; 

.· J;Dinute break for coff·e~. The people here may wis.h to discuss · 

: the prop~sal among themselves. And then:\ve ~11 re·s~e ·with the· 
·.- .· 

'Yll.tnesses. 
. . . 

. ·., .· ... · . 

.• · ... ·· •.. · (Brief. recess tcikenY · .. 
' ~- . 

. . 

MR..· PRlCR: We're· going to resume the ·meeting at . ·J 
tbis i:irile >. The Uext Witne~;; thiti I' q like. to citll .is Mr: WiHim1 

Tyson, ~epre~ertting the Calista :Corpo.~at:l.oJ:l. 
..... (Translated byJ1r. ·T;scm) .. 

. ..... 

MR. TYSON: NunivakhC1sbeen an islartd for r· d.on'·t 

know bow> long_; cind 'therehave been people there as f(ir as 't·le 

can remen]ber and there hat? been birds o-r a~imals oh the: island : 
. . . 

·and ·t:he people ~;rho live on· the island have. been·. preserving·_ the 

. island just as a' virgin wilde~ne.ss, as' a virgin isl~nd, arid it. 

. was just. vi~gin is. land w:hem the musko~ came here. . And :i: think 

these. pebple pere: can· just· as well preserve· the· islartd without.· 

. I 

I . 
. I 

. . . . 
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I. 
I 

~ .. 

. _,, ·. 

. . 1 the ~Jilderriess A~t and take go~d care .. of. it just as good as 
- . . :.·· ... . .. · .. ·· .: .'. 

. they have been taking· .care of ·it before·. They hav~n' t built.·. 

3 anything .. It' been an is~and _pure, no r.oads~ . It'salways been 
-· 

here, and it ·has ganie.here, b ds. Their nesting gr6unds·v1ere 
. . . . .· 

· s. • never spoiled arid when.: they did not· get.· enough and then took · 

· · 6 . to m~ch, they tell them rtot :fo.do it that v1ay.. .They kept it 
. ·.. . . .. '' . . ' 

the way. they ~Tan ted. it .arid it was pres.erved 'for ·the game~ 
. ' . ·_· ........... · ·. 

·. 8 ·. · .. :Thank· yo;u. 
. . . . . . 

9 · l1R. -PRICE:·· Thank.ya.u f6ryour statement. . . . 
. . . . . 

10 At this tirrie, I'm going to .~all on other members 

.. il of the audi'ence who have asked t:o testify. And the first card·. 
. . ~ . . 

.that I . have is Mr. Harry: Shavings ~ .· · · 
.. 

. HARRY SHAVJNGS t~r6ugh t:he interpreter): Tf we ·had ... 

14 . been living of; f. the land and. off ·the sea. and had been h:untin_g on 

. 15 ... the lan<;f, .. and. the]j. it. has. be em. the same. all·· the·. time. nothing ·.·· 

.16· 

·. 17. 

18 

.. 19 

'20. 

21 

22. 

23 . 

.·. · ·hecau~e-of. the_.Wil·de:tness· Act,:. and stop· our young .men from. 

. huntdn~i·,so th~y will die? · • . . . . . . . 
.. . .. :·· ,. : ·, . . . ' .. 

MR~ );"'RICE: Was that placed in the form of a 
'• . ·. 

que-stion?· • 
··.· 

. . THE ·INTERPRETER;. Yes. 

MR. ·PRICE:· Is. there. someone from the. depa;rtmerit . 

that wpuld care to answer the question and e:xPiairi, perhaps~ . the 

. Wilderness Act. aqd the .propqsal? 

MR. SPENCER.: Mr. Shavings has. a~ked ·if, under ·the 

8 a 1 COURT REPORTiNG SERVICE . .. . . , . 
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1 .I · 
I 

<.-· 

Hilderrtes s Act, as· far· as the. i~lartd was placed in the vlilderi-Ies' 
. . . . . . . 

.. 2. classificafion, whether. they 6ot1id conti~ue to hunt.' Arid th~ · 

3 I answe~
0 

is that they cOuld; They would continUe to htmt 
1
and fisb. .··. 

the saJtie as befm;e .. ·. However, -·it _!!light be that in the_ ciassifica 
'. 

5 · . tiort of· wilderness,. they would not be. able to use the snow..: : · 

.. ··machines in this hunting . 6i fi $hing. 
. . . . . 

. (Tra~slat~d)·.· 
. . . 

·MR .. · SPEi-lCER: I .ho~e T answered him :right· .. 
· .. 

MR. PRICE: 
. . . 

Would you a~k Hr . Shavings 
.· .. - . ': ... · '•. 

·, . -

(Hr.~ Shavings translating)·.· 

THE INTERPRETER: ·Then I misuriderst[ood. 
I 

·.BARR¥ .SHAVrN:Gs {Thr.ough · th.e: interprete;) : ·ne says 

you.told,.and this is in the tape and it's reco:t"ded, that we 

.WOUidn It. StOp hunting, as long. aS. there i~· people On the island 

we never stop hunting·~ . · Y QU t~ ld us tha ~ · . ~ ~ that ' s what you 

told tis. . But if 'it Is. und~r 'wilderness J. we. wouldn It. be .. able' to 
. . . . . . .. ' .· . .· ,. 

use the snowmachines. But, that's not going to stop us from·. 

·hunting, is. it? You told· us that . 

.• 11R. SPENCER:-: ·That's correct .• The wilderness clas

sification would> not stop you. fr:()m hunting. . The. hun~ing' is. 

done in accordance wi,th the laws. of the State of Alaska, the 

. Alask~ . Game . Law, and has .. nothing to · do with the . \\Til derrtes s 'Act. 
. ' ·. . ' . 

But the'Hilderriess Act.does not prevent yo~ from hunting or 
. . .. 

fishing. . . I . . 

(Translated) 
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. · .. 
/ 

_,; .. 

l HARRY. SHAVINGS (Through the inter:preter): Ye.'3.h~ that 

2. · .. was what he. said. You told that. apd he says~ it is reco~_cled and· 
.. : . ,...: . 

3 no mat:t:er: :V7ho comes after you and tells us. l;ve·· can:' t·; it:;~ s r'ecord-" 
'"'." 

4. ed. We can, because you told u~ s?; 
. . . . 

. 5 . . MR .. PRI'CE : ... If Mr. • Sh~;ings has· no. further s tatenierit, . 

6 ·. :, . ... 

: 7. 
' ' . : .' ' ' 

·. SUSIE SHAVINGS (Through the interpreter): It's· 

S · pretty 'much of ~1hat he said .. ·not' to make cit a \vi·lderness area. 

·\9 .. ··.When. she was, bqrn, .·they di:dn't have a store. in ·here. and they we.r 

10 

•ell __ 
12 

.·13 

14 

. ·15 

16 

17. 

. 18. 

. ·. 19 

20 

22 

23 

living :in mud houses, but they were still living off the, land. 

·. They· had. to -l~ve ,off .the land., a~d tb,ey ~ould. ;ge:t plants from th 
" . ' ' 

tundra or Er~m 'the lakes and get· fish .f~om the v~ater.: .·Arid she· 
. . . 

says plea;e don't make' it a wilde~nes~ area. because w-e've beeh 
. . . ... ' :. -, . . . '' . . 

· living:.on it and vie can live on it. just as w~'ve been_ doing .. 
. ' . . 

without 'spoiiing. it:,· but just ·ple~se. don't 1Jlake_ it a wilderness 
' ' ' 

area .. 
' ' 

MR.~--. PP~ICE: • The next witne~s is Urs. Hilma Shavings. 

· : I.IIL~, SHAVINGS: .}fy name i~ )lilma Shavings. •- I do 

not belo~ginany organiz:a~ion. T do have a titleasHagistra·t~ .. 
- I also silpport the. recomme!nd[iti~m that none of Nunivak be part · 

. . ' ' . . . 
of a wilderness. ··I hav~ reasons .that we·people .of Ni.mivak are 

very insecure for several ~easons: . The part of it is that 
' ' ' 

-.how· can we be sure·.:that · solJ1e -day that ·this will not 'be ~- i_f. 

·part. of Nunivak has become a wilderh.ess; .that how can we be. sure 

that it won 1t be expan~ing to our own hunting and fishing areas 

a·a. I COURT REPO,RTING.SERVICE· 
. 401 .K' STREET . ' ·. :1.7 . 
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'·<< .-< .-- '.. 

·. ,. .. 
' . 

'•-. ·. 

fo:r: our dvm sUbsis-tence. USe ... : 
. I 

·. I also . feel very insecure afte 

·. he_aring such l:"umors that right notr that 'l:ve do have a rea~ nice 
.· . . -

3 ~.. Fish and Wildl:i,fe representatives that do ilot enfor~e Fish. and 

4 ·. Wildlife -:-:"'"' coriection; . that do not· ~nforce· violations on. Fish. 
- ' . . . . . . . . -. '. . . . . 

--..-...,. __ 5 and lvildlife. r~gulations'. even if. they was violatiilg .·such .. 
. : . . . -

·. -·I'also have Alasl~a stat~te. :Ln. my h~nd .. Title 16; ' 

7. ·. :fish and game .which may be enforced,· ~hich ·probably :will conte~f1 

B · us sometime .. T have read i'l: anci I have .also read the· penalties 

.. 9 ·. . and so forth ... T also have received memo from our . supervisor in_. 

-. 

10 Anchorage 'concern:ill.g uniform slimmons ·.and_ complaints; whi.ch will 

. · .. ll · come in .July _1. ·_1973. 

14 

15 

16 

. 17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

~2 

23 

'' . - . . . -

For all. those reasons tha:t we are all very insecure 

for Our own. subsistence and for our generations to come; for all 
. . . ·.-., . . . • . . . . • • - : -:,- . ..• ·I-

those reas6ns -that I support no part of- Nunivak becoming a 
~ - . . .. - . 

wilderness. 

And -·On second paragraph on this "Fish and ·Wildlife 

Service R~pre,sentative, ,; . it says that ~'Alaska. is particularly 
. . 

' . 

fortunate in l;lav:ing vast nesting :areas for- ducks .. gee_se,. arid 

other :migratory birds·,· but since many of .these. b;irds migrate 

south. in. the w:inter, it is th~ responsibilit:y of the Fish and 

lvildlife Service to also provide ref~ges in the southern s.tates. 

where these birds can winter.. Othenvise, th,ere ,would .soon be. 

·ve:r:y · few birds returning to Alaska;". 

I also have hear:d there are. rumors that_ farmers . dmvn · 

in the- Lovrer. 48, they shoot the geese at any thne they 'are da.wn 

B &.I COURT_RI;J"'RTING SERViCE; · 
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: ' . . 
I 

.. . ~· 

·• ·. tpere wh~nev~r tbey ·land ·in .tb,eiJ: . back yards.' 

. . ' . 
' . :: . 

' ' 

v,Thich, that T . 

' . ' . . ' . 

·. 3 .. :springtime v:rhen they 'start to nest.. Wh~t ·do we: do,, shoot birds .. 
. ' ' 

·.·. ·4 · and eat, ·because• they haV.e been our food from since. I ddn't 

. . 5 --·-.· 
· ..• 6' 

9. 

·. 10'. 

11 

. __ 12 

13 

·15' 

16 

18 

. '19 

20 

. · '21 

... 22 

lenow wheri. 

ness, 

:Also,. I have a q.Liestion ... If: Nuni~ak becomes a wilder.- . 

\•7ill it include US. Natives' in preserving our subsistence ' 

.use? .. ·. 
. ' 

: MR. :PRICE~ t.Jould smneone from· th~ ·panel like to answ 
• ~ + • • • ; 

.·.the qUestion. On the wilderness. and its relation·. to the S~bsisten E( · 
. . . . . . .. . . 

fishing and hupting? · I think that w(is th~ question. 

,, MR .• SPENCER: W'ell~ as I said :before-; if the vlilder.:. . 

ness area was establi.S'h.ed~·, .. i't_ wou'ld r~main· open· td hu.rtti1Jg and 

fishing~·-. ·:rt.would,-.hmvever,. not be po~sible·to use JDechanized 
. . . . . ' . : . . . ... ' . " . 

· vehicles· su~h' as· sno~vmachiries. or aircraft in· 'hunting. · And it · 

. may .be that th'e hunting 'that: 'wottld be' _done w6u:ld be more like' '' 

. it was a good matly years ·ago when these things v7eren 1 t: Used S() .· J 
. . . 

much .a:s ·they are .pbw, the-se mechanical means .of _ht:mting were 
. . . ' .. 

· not· used as much as .theY are how. .I don 1 :t krio~ whether that 

answers. it . 

. MR.'. PRIGE: Does. that answer your ques_tion? 
. . 

MR. TROYER:: Could I _add to that, Bob?· 
' ' ' 

HR. PRICE.:. Yes . ·. 
· ... M,R •. TROYER: I think it ·should be pointed _out. that· in 

many cases \vilderness ·does help preserve· hunting· and. fishing 

B & I COURT REPORTING SER.,ICE'' 
401 K STREET· 
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i 

... ~- .. 

. .. . ~ . 
.. :. -

·e .· •. ·. 

. ·.· 

1 1-~ 
2' 

. . . . . . 
subsistence, be.cause. in i:} x..rildeiness ·area:. . you ar~ not. allowed· 

develop oil, develop r~ads· and .things like that'. which. often' .. 

· . 3: are harmful ·to ·wildlife. And iri that Y'ay, it do.es help Rteserve 

· 4 ·.·the wildlife •. · 

...,.._;__~-.-. s· MR. PRICE.: . Mr: Tyson, co11ld .we have jus't a brief. 

6· trap_slation ·~f some of. th¢ q~estions ~and' ~n~wers that we:j~st 
· · 7. had for ·tho.s~ w~o ·may riot have understood. the :Eng1ish,· or would 

8 · you car~ .·to transi~t~: brief,ly? · .· .. 
. . . . . 

·nrL."1A SHAVINGS: ·.I' lF translate since . .'! have most .of 
~ : . . 

·10 '· ... it .in' writing. 

il 
> . (Transla1:ed) : 

-12• MR. PRICE: Thank yoti i;or your statement. · 
. . -· 

1~ The next witness is Ma;y Smith. 
···.· . 

.14 MARY SHlTH (Through the.interpreter)~. Weli~ when she ... ,... 

1.5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20··. 

21 

22 

.. 
'23 

.· .24 .5 

··.it 'ieads· her hack: tb why v7e. don'.t n~ed. the wilderness here.: 

. When :she w.:1s ~ girl, she w~s -- w~ didn'·t ha~e the ~tnd. or 
: . . . . . 

· is'Iand they have r:i,.ght now. They !lfd.n • t haye .the road$, they 

dfdri; t have the. srwwmachines to fool around with. but th~y -c;.jere 

'living off the. ~an~; and do hav~ som~ ~oads of some kindi p.aths 

· . of some kind~ anq>:pick,ed. berries. And right. from· the start. the • 
. ' . ' . 

snow start meltirigin ·the spring. they served the plants that 
. . . .· : ', ·. :.- '. ' ' 

grmv on th~ ground .that we can eat and :there :is ali k.ind of them 

in the·tundra .. so· they go arid pick all thos~ out and every. 

year, l~ 's alway~ the· same. NobodY planted them~ They gro~~ 
. . . ··. ' . 

there .. t-Je just tak~ what we~need and: the rest of them .in·falT 
. _ ... 

401 . K STREET 20 
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I 
i 
! 

• 

I 
I 

' '-.· il. ·.·· 

•.·.· . ., 

" 

.. .. 

.. 

'' '. . 

• : .. ,, •. · · :::r:h:r::::gt::;i:~ed~he~:e :1:h:1::: ::: ::::n:O:::h:: ~1~et. 
. . 

· .. 3 . 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

they go out and· cut grass for to keep their boots .-vuirm in .~he 
ter for. the socks,. anything ... ·And they had a ],ot qf use for . 

. gr.as~· -t~c>, .but 'they made ba.skets ·out· of bush. g.ral:)s, sewed 
. . . . . - . ' . . . . . , 

· baskets and tried to· help. ·the men. with ~hatever they c&n. 

Everything. ~- everything from . the ground here. ·Arid jUst. why, 

if .~'le · can live like that without hutt.ing the ··land; . now·· why 
. .. · .. ·. .· . ·.· ".. ·, ' . 

. ,should we put the wildern7ps area. in there and stop US from. 
., . . . 

·living the way we ·used_ to do bef~re; 

· .. H· t1R .. PRICE: . ~hank you. -v'ery rriuch. The -next statement 

~-2 ·.would be from Hr. Peter L. Bnd.th. ·· 

. ;13 

1:4. 

15 

is · 

. 11 

is 

19 • , 

20. 

, 21 . 

. 22 

. 23 

24 

••• ...,s·· 

. . . . '.· .. ·_ .... · . 
.. _. ,· .. ·. . . . .· 

·.·PETER L. SMITH; · . .r speak English 'and Eskimo .. ; but. I 
,•- ' . 

.. like· . to h~ve . ~very body. hear . it. · ·I talk in· Eskimo. Th£s. man, . 
.•, 

·will be trans.-lator fo:r m.e .. in En.glish. 
~ . :- ' . . . . . ' ' . ' ' . . ' . 

··. • , . (Tran.slated) 
. . . ,. 

· l1R~·:sMITi!: • .. Okay, you translate .it. 
' - . ' . . . 

THE· INTERPRETER: · O}cay .. ·Here· is a man that used to 
' ' .. ··· ; ' ' . . -.. . 

. hunt and. carve _thirigs, W()rk -On .things,. and 'so when he finished 

. ~aking those t:hin·gs ~ .he v;rill ~eil th_em.wh~n he cart. 
·, 

.. ,. ' . ··. (Tra11slated) 

THE IN-TERPRETER:· One thing he's glad of is that we 

ca,n preserve· Nunivak Isiand.·as- it was· befm::e without adding· . 

·any .more i.estricti~ns ori ·it.·.·.·.· 

· .. ·-' 

-: '.. . '··. . 

. ~ & I. CO~RT REPORTING ~ERVICE 
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7 

_8 

. II 

r 

I 
I 

- ~ .. -

_ . (Translated} 

THE lNTERPRETER: _He 1 s going to tell h;i.s story, so 

. here it is: . When he vlaS a boy, the people of Nunivak were all 

hunting ;:md that ,.;;.is the only vlay they were making a .living' 

by hunting. 

-(Translated) 

THE INTERPRETER: There vms about around 1918, there 
. . . . . -

.was -a good starvation here a!ld he. saw som~ peopl~ starve to deat 

S at Nt,mivak. 

·10 ·_ (Translated)· 

11 

--12 
. i3 . 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

. 20 

.21 

22 

23 

THE INTERPRETER: It was befor'e they brought the·.··. 

·reindeer· and muskox to th¢ island~ 

(Trahsla ted} 

THE· INTERPRETER:·_ Now, his r.vorr:y is r~ght now, ·is 

that. some_ day if this island is being restricted so much,. that._ 

the people here won't be abl~ to hunt· and live --.live .on the- · 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . ' 

tundra, because we v7cn:1 1 t be able togo tl:ere. And he's worried too 
. . . . . . -

some day th~re might be a .famine like that and sr:arvati-on, 

sort of thing. like that,· and he doesn't want to. see that. 

(Translated) 

THE INTERPRETER:· And he knows. that we '.r·e getting a 

. lot of help right now. There. is . the food stamps coming to all 

the people, . There is that much help~ He can see that, but· 

·there is something else. 

(Trans'rated) 

.. B & I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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... ··-
· 1 THE Il~TERPRETER ~ . One t.~ing he .•. asks is . that he car.. 

2 ,. see that 'tvith all :the help we get f~on the 'food. stamp~ and. every~ 
·s thing;but.if we stop living off the· country, · .. if we.'re · 

. . 

4 restricted so much that we can't get anymore, the people will · 

.· · 5 . just starve to death. 

: ·~ (Translated) · , . · · 

8 

•9 

10 .. 

· .. 11' 

15 

17 

. 18 

19 

20. 

21 

22 

23 

. 24' 

es·. 

. . . . . 

. THE iNTERPRETER: · . s·i nee he was a b 0y, he's been. 
. . . . - .. · . . . . . . - . 

. looking, watching the people, hov7 they are, and now he's -seeing 

a·lot of: difficulty with these p~ople.right now. 

·.-; 

'' ' 

(Translated) 

TPE INTER~RETER: · He knmvs lvha t 'kind of · 
. ' 

~vha t: g arne .. 

there ·is out ;in the sea and what· game .there is out on the land~ 

(Tr.;3.nslat.eq) 

. · THE INTERPRETE!t: He hunts· out in .the ·sea and. he· 
.. "! 

.hunts . on the land toe:). · 

(Translated) 
. : . : 

·THE· INTERPRETER:.· He .said. the only one tha~ ~s· doing.· 
. ' 

. that is a lot of people in .Alaska; · ;in fact,. all the people ·in 
. ' . 

Alaska•are doing·that~ 

(Trans.lated)· . 

·THE 'IN_TERPRETER: · . In the summer and the spring '"hen 

the birds come,. <ne> go out and get· what: ·he ~an, get their 
. . . . 

· · eg.gs ·arid the bird ..::..::• what h~. can get·, .Jpst take ,~:hat he rieed. fro . 

'the ground.· 
. . ' 

(Tr.anslated). 
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i' 
I 

'· . 
-. . ' . . 

-··-

. ~ ... 

·, 

_ .. ,: 

· .. ,·'·.·' 
-~ 

;· •. ,:· 

I TilE INTERPRETER:. He Is .• telling us "t-lhat he know·· and ',.· 

··,.: 

2.,, .. whai: he saw and what he has .been seeihg .. 

3l- .· (Translated). 
. . . 

· 4 · THE INTERPRE'.['ER ~ .. He. get t-1hat he ne.ed> If they go 

5_ out egg hunting, if there is lot~ of eggs, th~y take just eh~ugh 

6· -and· it' there is ·lots.ofbirds, ·. they··-just kill enough and· bring 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 

· -7 . home just enough >to last .without. spoiling any of them .. · They 
. . . . . . . . . 

8. wo~ldn 1 t take ~nything if-~ if they take too. much, then it will 
. . . . . . . . . 

. 9 spoil, buttheydon't:takeno mor.e t:h.an they need; jus.t the· 

10· -.amount. that ·they need. · ·.':. 

. . 

11 <(Translated)· 

. ' 

.. '::"--_·_. 

·-·-12 
13. · --now. · They- cget just·-ert·o~gh ·that they take ~are of w'i th()ut _ 

.THE iNTERPRETER: ·It 1 ~ the same thing w·i th the sea· 

.14 · .. spoiling any. ~f them.· Then if they take too much, they. could no 

15 

16 

17 

)8 

.19 

20 ,' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

-5 

ha~dle :them and they -spoil. . That goes even with _fish too. · 

We take just. enough so -(t: will last ·us for·.-·a. certain length of 

time and not spoil a:ny of . them and not throw any· of· them away. 
.. · . 

. . · · . (Translated) 

·THE INTERPRETER: .. No mat.ter ho~1 much geese they get · 
. . ' . 

in the s.prin:g or. how much eggs they pick during. the surirrner, duri g 

the· spring, when the geese . ta.ke off in the falL . there is_ way .·· 

more than 'what . came here . that go out to the . states . 

(Translated) . 

THE INTERPRETER: After ·the· fall, . they go ·out, there s -

a l.ot_of geese·that.go back out to the States~ but then in the 

. : . . 
B a. I. COURTREPORTING SERVICE 
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·.· _ _a. 
~· 

1 

3 

5 

6 

.•. 7 . 

-s 

:.: 9 . 

10. 

13 

1~ 

. 15 

.16 

17 

19 

20 
. ! . 

21, 

22. 

. 23 

..... 4· •• 25 

·-, . · . 
. . I. 

·' ·: 

. . 

· sp:dng, the1:-e is very ·.few. geese that come back· and not the am01Jnj 

·. th~t- t·7ent ·out· fro~ ·here·.· .There. are. very fe\<7 that came .back~ ·. 
• • ., ' • • • • < -~· •• 

,· ·. . ,..... . . . . . . . · .. 

And he says that.they are being killed .off somewhere, not in 

here~······ r· 
· .. ·(Translated).· 

THE I~TERPRETER: H~ says it's not. only the people of 

Nunivak; i~ is all the· people. in·· Alaska, th~t depend on the. g~e.se 
. arid ducks and. game_ .. But never get .t:oo much, just get enough .. ·. 

· ·An.d being restricted·.~- fo1:7 be.ing restriCted,· we cari tak~ no·. 
. . . . . " . .· ,. 

·more and· pretty' ~oon we won':t be able to take anythi~g at all. 

And t'h.ere is starvat;iop right· there~· H,e says. anyone that: wants 
. r· 

to .see :the p·eople starve tb death, put: all th~ restriCti'OllS 

... yo1.1 want. 

(Translated) . · 
. . . 

THE INTERPRETER: He says. tomorrow morning :when. the . 
. :· .. ·. . .·: : 

water is lovt, tide is oUt, he go get his skiff out there from 

the beach. . . .· 

~. __: · .. J:.fiL PRICE:: . The next ~7ittiess .is Elsie: l.Jill~ams ... 
ELSIE .WILLIAMS (Th~ough die Interpreter}:· .. Th~re .is 

. . . . . ·. ' . . . . . . . . . . . 

a story.about how she lived of£ the country in i:heolddays,· was 
. . . . . ' .. 

·not. easy a~d ~verything, But you people an~ telling us right 

now that \vl1,at':s going to happen here is -- everybody's heard .. 
. ' '. - . . ' -, 

wha,t y~u · said, it's on tape and the:~;e are children here, who is 

·going. to' live with that; he.ard what y~nl said; and they k~ow .. 
. . . . .· . . . . . - . . . . . _· 

: . . . . " . . 

. exactly _what you ~aid .. · You give .l1s your word' that you're going 

e· & 1. couRT REPORTING SERVICE · 
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""~·.. . 
.... 

.,·', . ,.· ... t; 

. ·. ~ . A:· ... 
',1 .· 

:-II 
·3 

4 

···-5-

6 

10. 

·n 

-~2. 
13 

'·· ·' . 

·. :14. 

·15. 

IS 

'·l7 . . 

I . 
18 

· is· · 

2o 
.. 

21 

22 

23 

2_4 

·es· 

.to.· protect. Nutiivak from ~ecoming .. a -wilderness •. ha_re· ·reae ... 

0

anrdawede,,prea·r· t~'-_:: _ .. ,. 

hear.d. tha:t -~ lot. o{ tim€!s. that. some people. g·o 

.ment goes h~re and tell the people what· they.'re going to do and 
. . . . \ . . . . . . . . . . . . 

,what they' er not goirig to do •. ·· Bt1t then they go back to ·work 
... ·,: .... · · .. ·.· . .. . . . ... ' . . . . . .· -. . - . . ' ~ 

and ·produce just;the opppsite of what· th~y tell the people. Arid' 

·she says le.t's riot make .this· happen here now~ Let's try and 

· help _arid keep >the wilderness. away ·from :Nunivak. 
. . . 

.MR.. PRICE: .. The next Witness, Walter Amos~ Is 'f,::hat · 

·._the. correct' pr,onunci:ation? . 

. ·· .. WALTER. :AHOS. (Through the. Inte_~prete~}: · .. He says he • t3 · 

·gLad that yOu people ·ar~ here and telli!lg us what you have. told 
. . . . . 

. us and .how you it'lterHl.to protect us f:rom t~e .wilderness area~ 

He po.inteci <;>ut that he.' s been. living here, l~ego froTI}: here ·to 

an~ther ~runp in the su~rner to. cat~h fish and Jerry and·. Spencer 
. . . . 

know ·exactly .where they· art;:,' because •. tpey fly. over. them ~nd see .·· .· 
. . ·. · .. 

how niuch fish :they're ·getting. . An.d when he ~oes f~om her~,· 

if h~ wants to· g~. this ~ay (ihdi~ati.ng) .• he wants ~o. go that·. 
. . . . . . ' .. 

way (indicating), 'and •he :doesn't ·w.ant. anyboc:iY to teli him ,not: 

to go. And if he. wa~ts to.go this WC1Y· {indicating). he wants. 

to go 

Or if· 

that way 
. . .. 

he w.;:~.nts. 

and -<ion' t iet. anybody stop me. :{:rom. going there~.· 

to ·go that way (indicating) ~~ .in other t..rords; . 

h~ uses the whole ~sland. that he's been using the way·before 

wit:hout having anybody stop him. · And he's not the only one· .... 

that thin"Ks like-that. All .. tl:le·I\l~n-of.Nunivak are thinking 

like that.. .They want to use the island the way they've ·been 

26 ' i 
\ 
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I 
using it before without any mo:r:e restrictions on i"t. P.Jld his 

). 

2 last remark vms that he has some old time material in 'his 

. I 

. I 

3 .·house. He says if anybody wants to see them, they can come down 

4 to hi~ house and.see those. 

.6 

7 

.9 

10 

13 

14 . 

IS 

. . 
MR. PRICE: The next witness is ·Larry Float, Sr. 

LARRY FLOAT: Okay.· My name is .l.arry Float and I'd 

like· to talk in meeting. And first of ali, our land selection's ..• 

not big' enough. Let Is forget it. Because. when in \vintertime, 

I rriyself, I suppor.t my. family,. because I don '.t do. -- I don't 
. . 

· ·have no. job. · ·First. of all., you guys don't like snbWI:nachine~ .. 
. . . . . 

·.Okay .. 'Hhen .hunting season open, red fox, .white fox, minks.-- I 
I • • . , ' • • . . •, . • • •• • • 

go from Hekoryuk, sometime~ I go clear up to here. (indicating): 

·someplace,. to support my family.,- And these people knmv that. 

I don't have no job in· the \vintertime ~ 

. Okay.· ·I hunt from -- when the. November season open,. 
.· ' . . 

· IS or Decembe.r; "tvhenever it's Open, I mink hU:rit.. And sometimes 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2.3 

. . . .. 

red fox hurit with my sriowmachine. Okay .. t.rhichever you ·guys· 

don't live ori the Lsiand, clear up. to here (indfcating) sonie-
.· .· . . . . . . . . . 

place for a red fox. · Okay. I. sell, them to""- I go t:o Bethel· 

and I ·sell them. After I come back, I buy some milk. for my 

kids· and food and all thatthing .. 

Okay~ · One more thing.. I do lots of carving ivory. 

If you guys. 'tvant ·carved ivory mask, I '.m one of them, one of the 

carvers. But it ~lOuld be very expensive,. 

Okay. I.do .lots of ivory carving to.o. Right now I 
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.--
did it yesterday too. for face mask, becai1se I had some orders, · 

quite a fev7 orders coming. Okay. Whenever a guy sent me .money, 

I send~ him ·certified mail. It's one thing; that; one of my jobs,. 

because. I don't have no -regular jo.b. 

Okay; We got real short ~- real small sele~t/ion 
. . . . . ' . ' 

. . . . 

area·a:nd people here, then thereain't·much-fish around, these 

creeks .• ·In summertime we fish opposite.. They go ~vay around 

. here.· 't-Jhen .it's·--' v1hen it's 'ri.nter, they stormbound. Okay. 

When.it's low tide, they .go dmm ·to the .beach when· they .don't. 

have no:thing to eat, because they tired o dry food.. Sometimes 

they don't have very inl!ch food.' Okay. They look for some, 

maybe bull heads or flounders or see whatever,~ they eat, or 

·sea weeds~ They cook them in the evening. they eat them,· be

cause of shortage food. 

In wintertime, our food, dry food, it's sho~t, becaus 

·it's long -vlinter. Then tl1e -- \ve 're short of dry fish~ And 

sea life, · that's our ma.in food, because me, myself, I don '·t 

have mqpe_y to~go. buy mFat .. Sometimes \ve varely make it through 

the surmner; through birds, too, sea birds. 

I know one time v1hen I was real small,· you kno\-1, 

Harry was \vith me, my stepdad and stepmother. He tvere here. 

·My stepmother told me that! was real skinny, of starving, and 

his old man, he married my stepmother. And Harry,. he go·by. 

kayak, .to feed me some sea birds, like sea ducks,: and he let 

me barely·pull through. Hy mom to~d me that if he didn't get 
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- . ·.· .... 
_ .. _.,-

' .. -. 

1 

2 

3' 

4. 

6 

... - rr· 
.. ,. ... 

~e sotn~· food by. kayak, . I ~lOulcl.be you guys Hould.n' t see ·m~ . 

. right here;' beC.a1;1s~ I was so ·ski~ny ·and short of food. ·I krtow 

wh.en· T~ was ·rt=_ai smali, in under..:.the;..;ground · hol.lse,. I barely~ .see 

. my s.t.epdacldy. · Rightup. to thi.s ~ay, we want the land to1 be 
. . . 'j 

. - - - . . ·. . . -_ ~-~ :...:: : - .. I . . . . . . . . . 

··no 'Wildenies~~ just· do. it just.:thesame~. becau.se I know it~.· 

One more thing ·• ·. Snm-m1achines ··are very. useful for 

7 .· se9-L hilllting; tl:e ~orne b~at to. th~ sled; •. clear up to here.· 
. . .,_ ... ·. ' . 

8 .(indicating;); bect1ase we .have shortag~ of. food, That's why 

. - 9 · · •. I ·don't like. this larid right here .. (indicating) up to this. I 

10 

11 

-~2. 
. 13 

14 

.. IS 

16 

17 

lB 

: ~ - . 

\~ant··whole area to be .like before, no: wilderness .. ·.·• 

. ·. One other .• thing l ·rorgo.t .• ·· ·.Well,· that's about all. 
. . . . 

' . I gti~~ s .· · -· · . ·· ·. . . .. . . 

.· · .· Ok~y'.·: ·.Go ~head .. : · . 
. . . 

. . ·:MR. TROYER: Could. I ask ·you a guestion,. t--Ir. ·Float? 

MR .. · FLOAT: Go ahead .. 

. ·~r'R. TROYER: .. Would you point out 'some of. th~ most 

important winter hunt.ing ar~as · that you. use on the island··· on· 

the map?:-vlould you. point out some· of the most -impqrtant hunting·. 

19 -areas. that .you use on the_ islan~?-

. 20 

. 21· 

. . . . . 

· HR. FLOAT: \\-rhat W;:is you. sa,y? Wh)r. the :most important 
. . . 

MR. TROYER:· What. are your :import9-nt 11unting. areas? 
~- · .... 

. ·What ·are your important hunting areas around . the. island for ·like 

23 

24 

in the wintertime .particularly? 
. . . . 

. . ; . .· 
HR. FLOAT:.· \.fuole island is. 

- . .· . . 

·HR. TROYER:· Arid .one· area is just as important as 
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1 mean there

1

is no m~or.area or anythini that'~:morl 

important? 1 

J:-1R.· FLOAT: .·From all .around the coast area up to arourJd 

the other? 

4 the is land is the good hunting area. ·.Only the. cliff, ·not --

5 this part (ind:Lcating), because storbs, storms, bad storms~ One 
~-.-- . ·. . . 

6 guy with a 'dog sled, he almost killed himself, George King; and 

·. 7 other guys. 

8 MR. TROYER: The cliffs a.ren' s a very important 

9 · .. hnnting area.then? You don't hunt that .toomuch in the winter-

10 time? 

·MR. FLOAT: No. He d.on' t ·go around this (indicating) 

in the wintertime; because it's dang~rousover there. Every 
. . . . . . . . . 

-place· on ··the i-s iand is good hun-ting area. You know, wind 

14 direction in vlinte:ttime is mostly the biggest part. 1-Je hunt 

IS 

16 

17 

18 MiL PRICE: Nr. Rout has. a question. 
. . . . 

. . . - . . 

.19 . MR. ROUT: I dor1't have a questicm, but I'm afraid 
. . .· . . 

20 that \\That Larry is reiad.ng here is· very important and it isn't 

· 21 going to be reflected. on bh~·~ecord~ 

22 

23 

24 

MR. PRICE: I'm not sure how. it's going. to be :re..:. 

fleeted on the record, unless perhaps you were to go .to the 

map and describe it in some v1ay so it will be picked up by the 

. reporter. 
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3 

4-

6 

7-

.8 

9 

10 

11 

-· 
·- .. MR ~- · HOUT: 

- I . - , . -- . . . . - - . .· - . . . . . -
hunting in_ the spring._ ,';fhey t~ke their boat bY: snm~achine. £rom 

Mekor~k to Cape Mendenhall,. which- is the complete width of 

-the island. What is it, about 40 miles, 50 ~iles? · . 
' . 

MR. SMITH: 50. 
' . •, 

HR .. HOUT: For their fishing,· they go from Mekpryuk . . . ,• . 
. . '• .· .. 

to ·the ·. southwes i:: · s·ide, · t'hese streams· here_- (in dick ti'flg) , .which. is 

-.·diagonally· clear acr.oss .the island.·_ 

Larry,. where are the reindeer pr-imarily during the 
.. . ' . 

·· wiriter? Would you point that out on the- map?· 

MR. •. FLOAT: _ Up (indicating) . _· · Mos.tly they stay around · · 
. : . . ·. '. '\ 

eli· . -_·.these bluffs .(indieat~ng) -and sonietim~s they go Ciround her'e 
. . 13 . . . . . 

·14 

15 
. . . 
. 1s· · 

17 

18 

19 . 

20 

21 

22 

.23 

. · 24. 

<tindica-t·irtg), ·a:r:ound ·this ·area (indicating bottom of inap) ·a.rid · · 
. . .. . 

some around here-. too (indicat~ng).; -_. 

. -.• MR.- HOUT: :}1r. Float is. pointing out:: here on the 
.. ···.' . . . . ' . . ·.· 

map that the reindeer durin~ -the=· w:Lnter are concent~ated pri~--

. ma~ily. in the ~outhern section of the 1f:;land~· on ·the sou.'th _side- -

of t::he 'int~riormotintains. And ~in herding thes~_ animals, they 
. - . -· . . . 

. of course have to- go>from Nekoryuk dmvn to this -are~ (indi.cating). -
. . - . . . . 

Speaking from my own exper-ierice~ in the.· last years 

they held them for ·a period of tim~ in Gape MenderuuHL - I· dol'l-' t 

Imo-v:r. hmv long- it was~ •. They had· several _herder_s and snowmachines 
. . 

·down there during·- tha_t period of . time; 
. ', . . '. . .' . 

MR.~ FLOAT: Someplace around .this area (indicating) . 

MR. ROUT: - .. But during a .rot:lndtip, and when y·ou 're 

. . . B ei ,-·COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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5 

s· 

7 
I 

8 

9 

. ·10 

11 

12 

--13'. 

14 

. · 15 

16 

17 

18 

19. 

2o 

21 

22 

23 

24. 

25 

e 
,. 
I 

·. . .· ... 
• .. ·,_ 

. . 

keeping track of .the a.vailable range, is it not· necessary that. 
. . .. . . . 

you travel around mast. all of the is land by.· sno~achine at .. 

. that tihi~ to locate any of your strays and determine w·hat your 
· .. 

best range is sq. you can put the animals on them? Ts .that 

tru~?. 

· (Mr. Float Translatin'g) 

HR.~ F.LOAT: ·.We 1ve· be.en keeping them they 1 ve been:. 

staying: around· here (indicating) ·this winter. • And _month :.-of 

, April, ·· . they go back ar()und .·to _this . p.rea (indica tin g) , they. 
. . : .· . 

·go, Richard Davis. 1 ·camp was round house ... They· use this. and 

• they watch them. all winter long .. 

MR. ROUT: ·.\-Jell, ~vhen Y9:u1re makin'g :your counts ·and 

. you~ ·roundup, 'dbn'l t you tra~e.l the entire per~tnetef of the 

island looking fOr reindeer?· 

.· 

. ·MR. FLO'AT: . Oh, yeah ... They use all around the· \vhole . 

· · is larid t.b · co uri t · them. 

··HR.. ·.ROUT:· .. By spow · tnachine? · 

. ·MR.·~ FLOAT·: By snowmachine.. Even these bl-uf-fs, they 
·:· . . 

go up on that .. ::rhey use binoculars .... 

MR. ROUT:. Mr~ Floa·t :Ls indicating bri the map that 

.. nearly the entire·island.is. traversed.by. snmvmachine during 

the year roundups. and when· they Ire niaking ·the. Counts~ 

Thank. yoU:; 
. . . . 

·HR.· FLOAT:. Yes. 

HR .. PRICE: • Hr .. Sterimark; 
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I . 

.. I 
l: . 

2 

MR. STEJ\¥Jl...RK:/ I have a coupl~e of questions that 

might be appropriate at this time;. if I rriay ask them.. l'm 

l 
I 

L 

j. 

s· 'RichardStenmark of the Alaska Research Planning Team, Hhi~h 

.. 4 gathers information for the Federal, State. Limd._ Use )?.ianning. · · · 
. ' . . . 

. ~:'--· -5 Cormnission and analyzes the data for·them. The commission is 

S co~cerned with wilderness just: .like it's.concernedwith Native 

8 

9 I 
. ·.10 

li 

12 e .·. 13 

s~bstis tence, mining areas a:nd the various kinds of uses that 
' ' . . . . -

can_·be mad,e in Alaska. ·.There are threegenerai areas on. 
- .· . . . . 

Nunivak Island that have been identified as b,.;wing values. beyond 
l 

· that .of general wildlife habitat,. and I'd like to ~ark these on I 
the map and ask you then,-- Hr·. Flo.;1t may be able to answer thesl 

. quest;: ions· quite· well -- if these particular areas \vere set aside 

as wilderness, what effect would they' have on your subsist~nce 1 

14. . or your route going to. hunting are~s? vJould snoHrriaC:hine use 
.. . ' ·, 

15 be necessary in these areas for hunting? And maybe you could 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

relay my. comments while mark these on the .map. 

MR.: PRICE: Did you understand generally, Hr.· Float,· · 

what Mr. SteJJmark is going to. do? 

HR .. · FLOATi · Let him translate it in Eskimo first, 

what he says. 

'(Translated). 

MR. FLOAT: Mr. Spencer, these people, they don't 

.\vant it t;:o be a wil(lerness; They want to be same like before. 

MR.·STENHARK: Drawing from here (indicating) down 

to here (indicating), do you go through .this area here (indicati g)? 
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. 10 

.. 11 

12 

.13 

14 

15 

16 . 

17 

is 

19 

20 

. 21 

22 

23 

. 24 

I 

• 5._ 

· 1-Jould you descrioe this area (indicating)? 
j . . 

Mr ·c:t-o.nma-rlr ·f;r·s· t 
; •• ~ ..&.... .. ~~~ ~ -.L - ""- ..._ ..... ' '..I... -.' 

--:wuld you speak 

up somewhat? Just one second. Firs~, l1r. St~nmai:-k, "vould you 

speak more clearly and more. loudly, and, secondly, in· asking· 

·your question, ·if y6u \.;rould perhaps -describe the area l::etter so 

that the reporter \vill have some references iri her rec·ord as to. 
. . 

the particuiar area you're describing? And it's going to be· 

difficult to pick all of this ~p ori the record, but V?e' 11 attemp_ 

to do it this i.vay. And if there are some questions, ,..7e will. 
. . 

switch over to. the audience . 

Is.there. something ~pecific thatyou feel that you 
. . . . 

should say at this time or can you hold it? Try it.· 

witnesses?· 

Please identify yourself for· the record .. 

SAMSON I.JE.STON: S{r, · are you through with the 

. . . . 

MR. PRICE: No, we're not through .with the "-litnesses. 

The -witne~ses are going to continue. 

MR. HESTON: Can Hr. Stenmark 

l>1R .. PRICE: Mr ~ Stenmark in my mind had a specific. 

question· directed to the witness, Mr. FloaL However, if it 

·is going to interfere in your own minds with. the orderly pre,.. 

sentation of the testimony, it. might be better if ... 7e helq .. 

. the questions of Mr. Stenmark later and proceeded with the 

testimonY of the witnesses . 

NR. WESTON: I agree. 
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····•······I 
1. l 
2--,r 

4' 

NR.- PRICE: . I think~-,;.,~ v1ill~ .Mr. Stenmark, proc~ed 

''tvith .a more orderly pres~~tation and at a later time;. we '11 
. . . . 

revert ·,to your qv.estion .. 
.. . 

Thar1k ·you, M..r.; Float: 
. . - . : . . ~ ·. . . : . . . . . 

.·. 5. <The next witness i~ Jerry David, . Sr. 

r---~--S JERRY DAVID, SR. (Thr~ugh the J:nterpreter): ... · Nuriivak ·. 

7 · Island is just like. a house to him. · · He's been living on it··· 

8 and raised onit.and he.knmvse~actl~ ..;vhat~- hovl it looks. And 

9 . , yo{! ~an· point ·any- ro.ck or an}n;-7here .and ;Lf. you ask bini v1here 
. ·. · .... ·. ·, .· . . ·.. . ·. .. .· .. 

. ; 10 .· . this is, he wil{ go and fin.d it ·for you. ·He knm~s just lik~ ·his 

ovin ·hou~~~·· ·He knows all the rivers there is in here and· which J . 11 
. . . ·.· .: ' .. . . . -.. . 

. . . . . ' ' . ' 

.river that has fish~ ·And ·1f yo\1. B¢int a mom1tain o.ut anywhere 
• ·: .. ·• • .• ! • ·-

>·on the is lana, he'll go (here and :sho~ you just how it is and 

describe any:thing on it. just ho>iv. it ·is. And he wants it that 

15 yay.· . He vzants to. li~e on 'it like. he's b,een living on it before; 

lS.· with~ut .Irtilderness area or -vJi thout a,ny more restrictions .on. it. 

· 17 · He's gro\vn ·up on .it and he wants tO live on it ahd have his 

H~ children. and his. children's ehildr~rt l.ive on.it;_just .the way~ 

' 19 

20 . 

. 21 

22 
23 

24 . 

25. ·e-· 

it ;i.s .· 

·. 

.. ·. . . 

MR. PR;I:CE: . 'fhank youvery ~uch foryour statement.· 

One second, . We have.--

MR. SHOWALTER SMITH: Jvf..r. Chairman, I might add for 

therec.ord, ·in his hunting he says that ~e has .utilized snow~ 
machines during the wiriter months all over the island. 

HR~ PRICE:. Thank you for your point of clarification. 
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•,~ ' .. 

·,.: 

:,..,. 

··1 .. • .·The next witness,. Mr .... Harold ·1~est{,n .• 

: 2. 
. . . . •. . . . . ·.· j . ·. . . . ·. . ' 

F.AR()LD \'JESTON ·(Through. the Interpreter):···. Okay. He 
.. •'. 

3 says ttat Nunivak is.Just like the first wit~esses s~id~ ·.They 

4 q}l· just f:i,sh in every 1;iver and, .then all the. rivers .in there,. 

5 ·· they 'go the~e to catch f'ish and v1hat kind· of. fish th~y wa'nt · · . 
. . . . :. . '. . ' . . ~. . . : ' 

S · from those rivers. And he says ii1 his younger ~ys·, he.has 
. . . . . 

·.·. 7 · ···.made it from Nash Harbor, dragging his ~ayak, ·trying to ·get a. 

8 grip over there. Rut now he doesn 1 t have tri drag it~ · He 1 s 
. . . 

· 9 . got the: snowmachin.e to pull it with. ·So it's not· only the .Nash 

1o .·. ·. irarb~r. that he. goes:-to · -- ·and somebody.pointe~ out_ a while- ago, 

11 when, they· hunt seals._.;.. they' go on-a,certain ·-sid~ ·.~f. th~ i~1a~d. 

12. ac.cording to the wind .. If the wind is offshore. they go. there. 

-13 ·. And it'1 s never· the same p:lace t}lat they go. They go from· one 

.14 place to anoth~r· wher~ thefe is .shelter from the l·7ind .. · And all 

15 

. .16 

. 17 

18 

. l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

e· 

. . . ' . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

over. there'' the .. whole isiand t;:here. ·.·Arid. it's 
. . . " " 

· \vhat those.·~- · 

.·_ ', · HR~ · SHOWALrER SHITH: .. Another main concern of his. · · 

·was related. to 'the ·fact. that the utilization of srmv1ffiach.ine dur- .•• 

_ing .the winter months does not in ar:ty way dest~oy the .topogra_:.. 
. . . . .. 

phy of the is land. And it 's a knmm fact in his ppinion; . 
. . ; . . . . ' . . . 

1-ffi·. PRICE: · .The ·next witness is Dick: Jone's, . 

DIClC JONES (Through the Int~~preter}: All right.· 

Now he 1 s not keeping up ·with the· ym,mg pe()ple no more. H:~ 's . · 
. . 

been hunting around with them in the old days Hith kayak and 

. dragging the kayak, li~e the first guy said. You had: to work •.. 

hard. to go wherever. they. can, away f"rotn the winds here and there 
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19 

20 

22 

24 

"' -;·.-.--~ '-': . 

. . ·. 1/ 

. ' . '• 

. : 

But no: the yoUllg~r. people are going with their· snovi-. 

· machines . and. th~y can· get there mu~h fast·er. • And he did • say .• · · .. ·. 

· the· same as the others; trat like the other .guy :said this all fis . 

ing every river ~nd We knoW exactly '·That ·kind. of fish there is 

in what river.and we w<:m·t to go th(;!re and we want: .our young 

people. to live· just exactly. like we did withollt any· more:. re-, 

·. strictions, and tve shouldn • t s:ee anybody ·come and try t,o· put any 
. . . ' .. 

more res trlct:i.ons · on their. t-1ay ·.o£'1 iving .. 

MIL PRICE: The next .. wit~ness .is Olie ·olrun.· 

. .OLIE OLRUN ·(Through the· Interpreter): As follows·: .·· 
. . 

The same·.history of what it '.s .like . .But ·h~'s gla9.that·you.are .. 

trying to. help us .out with the ·.:.~· to stop the· tv:ilderness area·· 

from coming and preserve nuni vak as it is bleeftort·· .•. he·e;~.· .. ·Pjue: 

0

s.·pt:.l1eike·r.ne.· J·oiyt; s .. •l·· •. 

been .before, without any restrictions· and 

life as they ha've ·been enjoyil;lg it in· tl:le past.· 

. MJL .PRICE:. Next·~ · 
. . . . .·. . 

. . 

r-m~ SHOWALT:ER SMITH:··. I might:. add, .Mr ~· Cll.airman ~ .. that . 
' . . . . 

he: stated his history, growing· up :on the isiarid. And~, at the· 

··same time, h~ stated that he gre\v up without B,ny form of 
. . 

clothing that w~ do lve.gr nov1adays'.:. At the same tim.e, he .has 

seen and has l!eaid o'f individuals going :out~ hu;ting, mainly to 

feed. their stomach~ as. individuals and. for their children .. · · 
. . . . . '. . . . . . 

At the same time,• cert<lin.indi.vidJ.ials, due to. hunting •. have··.not.· 

. come. back from, . say' . the .. ::;. from the. sea . and from. the .land due 

to accidents.· 
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,:,_ . 

. : MR. 'PRICE: : Thank yo:u, Mr.· S:qlith . 
- . . . . . . . 

The ·next v7ftnes $ is Robert Kolerok .. · 
• • > • 

(Robe:rt Koler~k speaking) 

NR. SHOWALTER SMITH: . Hr. Chairman, he wants it::o ask 

a quest;:ion and his ·question relates to the fact that. ho't-7 much 
. . . . 

stress. does 'the committee have· in reference to keeping the. 
: . . 

! .. . . . 7 island as· a wild~rness area. 

1-· 
!~ 

I . . 

8 

· tion. 

10. 

11 

MR .• PRICE: I' IIi not sure -if 't•7e urtders.tand ·the ques,... . -
.' 

!1R,··SH01~ALTER ~H'1ITH: I'm :t~ying to -clarify-:it~ 

. ROBERT KOLEROK .(Thi-ough the·· Interpreter) : •. Ho~v: ·Ion&. 
. .' ' . .· . ' . . 

. . 12. 

---~3-
will you be able to bunt on the island? ~How iong will you be 

able to hunt on the island? 

. 14. ·MIL PRICE_: 
. . .. 

Is there_ som.eone that· would care _to 

15 MR. SMITH: In refe:t.ence >to the. Wildetn~·ss Act:,__··. 

· · 16 MR. H.ANSEN: .. Hell, . tha:t' s- the- 'thing we've b~en tryihg . . . . . . - . . . 
. .. . . . 

_· .. _ 17 . ·.to. impress 'on you 'pecipl~:_.;,.ll evening, ~h~.t with or witho~t a.' 

18 . wilderness act,. the p~ople can hunt on the istand. That has 
. . . .· . · .... 

19 ' no bearing bn it._ ..•. _lheycan:hunt ori theisland_even if'it 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

. were wildernE{ss, even if: it Ts not wilderness. · TheY can hunt 

. on the island. · Tbe. only. thing ·is if. it were lv:i:lderness or that 

_part of that would be wiTderness:, there· might be•some further· 
. . . -

. restrictions .such as snci't;7IIlachines > but they ~ould st;ill hunt 
. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ·' . 

there; dog teams;- on f.oot, any way. except mechanized vehicies. 

THE . INTERPRETER: · _· They dop' t have . rio dog teams rio 

B 8: I .COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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... ,· .. ... :' 

• r . ' 

. ' 

.-1 I · mor~. I didn't see· any.· dogs out there .•· · 

. 2 .. ·· 

5 

: .. ,. 
. ' 

' . . . 

-HR •. PRICE: No . 
.. ' ', 

MR. SMITH: He says paths and trails a<:I'oss the whol$ . 

island.· ·.i. 
ROBERT KOtEROK: . •. . -J 

~(Through the Interpreter): I don; t. think it concerns you 

here, but he says wh~n he was ·a young'~a~, he \vent'all arourid the. 

7. ·island and there were more people, in .those days and there ,'tvere 

·. 8 paths this wa::r (indicatihg) ~''ahead and this way (indic;ating) . 

. 9 too where the people· wall< fr:om ·one village_ to. another.. Th.ere-

10 · the path wa~·~ .yo.u could. see it_ on the gr:ound ... But now there is 

·. 11. not that many people anymo+:"e~ Those paths b,ave disapp·eared and 

·. • ·. ·. 12 ·· · · it is grow~ng ·around;' e· 
.· 13 . 

14 

•, '15 

16 . 

. 17, 

18 

19 
·' 

. . . . 

With the.snowrnachine, the snowmachine.doesn.'t touch 

. the ground.- It stays .on top of the snow without penetrating the 

. grour}d. It .stays,· oh, p.bout 25. feet above the ground on. t:h~ 

snow, .never t~uches the grou~d: And he ~ays that's ·-~ that 

.snowmachine is not·go:l.ng .to hurt the ground any,· no matter 

how' mucn -they-used i.t.· in the winter. 

·.·'!'he fish,·he says, _if you just· put them in .. that re-. 
. . . 

20 . stricted area right·-where the mark is,. he says that/~. not -en'ough . 

. 21 That -- just that little area cannot produce any food for the 

22 

23 

24 

. . 

support -- to support- the people. He says .the whol_e island did 
. . . . 

. . . . . '• . . 

support the_ pe_opl¢ one time b-efore· the. Japanese started taking 
. .· . . 

17he fish out there. He- says there is no more f:ish going into 

so· many of them., so many of the river's that _..,;.·the fish that use 

. . , . . . . . . . . . 
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to come up. He· says now· the halibut is getting scarce too and. 

he says' it's not their fault ... They're not taking that much fish 

to hur.t the game. 

NR. PRICE: on the one particular point;. would soineon 
. I 

. . I . 

from the department care to e:z..-piain the difference between the·· 
. . . : . . 

· Settlement Act and the \<Tilderness . .Act, s,ince ·there· appears to 

.be someconf~sion about the lines which relate to selection 

under the Land Party's Act with the lililderness Hearing that 
' . 

. \ve're: .having ·tonight? · ~·fould anyone care to ·coimnent? 

THE INTERPRETER: I think I. can comment: on it. 

·:HR.· PRICE: Perhaps yOu could ex-plain it. 

(Transl.~lted) .1 .. 
l, 

MR: ·:PRICE: · l;,e have one more·witness; Mr. Edward 

.Shavings. 

HR .. EDWARD SHAVINGS:. Before I let you knm~ what. I'm 

·. talkiJ?:g about, maybe .L should .let my people k~ow first. 

(Translated) 

MR.::. EDWARD SI:.AVINGS: I represent t}le lRA Project, 

li;rhich is operating under IRA: Counsel. Hhat ·I 'ivas saying is 

that three years ago,_ we s:i,gned contract with Federal Governinent 

Departrrientof Interior, and Federal Government·tu:rned·the.rein..;; 

deer over to· us; .·the. village. Now, . today, very· few. reindeer 

product is operating under the direction of IRA Counsel, the 

village of Mek9ryuk •. Nm-1,. in summertime, in summertime, most 

most of the herd, reindeer herd, is. on west .side of the island. 
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·, 

·.:·','· • '<. 

··.;.·.·· 

. . . : . . 
·~ .. · . . . . . 

And t·1hen ·we have to s laught~r ,· -vm· send out our herders by 
. I .... ·.·· . . .. ·. ,'. 

chaparrals'. which is 6-wheel machine; t'o make t_he job easier 

for our herd~rs .. · 
. . . 

. . 

Nm·7, . in wintertime, \vhen we have to sL:mghter' rein-

deer, we set1d out ol:rr herder; to south s:Lde ~ .That's where the 

herdls; reirtdee~ herd is. Novl; today; reindeer herders are 

civilized. They 'Hant to. use equipment to make the 'job' easier.·.: 

·. Last of .all, I I d like to make recoiiiffie~da tions .. I 
. . . .. 

am recommending that Nutdvak Island may not become wild~:tness ~ . 

I thank-ybu. · . 
. . ... 

_: . . . . . . . . 

Is the~~ anyone else who. desires to make 
: . . . .. · . . . . . :.. . . . .' ·: . 

HR. PRICE:· 

a statement ~rio ha·sn' t been· hea~d from already? · 
. . ·. ·.· ·r . · .. ··. ·. . .·. ·. . . .. . . . . . 

·· ·. __ -~:. ··Th'~re···be'i:ng·•ro'ne, ·tt ·is :~now :my dl1t:y to close the 

hearing .. Before:' doipgso,. let me· remirtd·. y~u that the hearing • ... 
. . . . . 

record \vill b.ekept open· for JO days after the date of today 's 

. hearing_ for th~ fiJ;ing· ~£written. statements or. other material. 

. Hhile the Depa):"tment of. the In.te~~or invites '\Tritten 

eXpression on this._WilclerriesB proposal: in order-_-_t:O ~e Il1ade Cl . : . 

·part of the offi:~ial hearing record,· all written· expressions .mus 

b~ in the. offi~e of. ·the ,Alaska Area. Dir~ctor. in 30 clays ... After· 

that date,. writ:~en advise ~should ·b~- sent to the. Secretary of 

: the Int:erior, Washingt:ot1D: . G. or the Dir.ector of .. Sport Fisher- . 

ies ~nd Wildlife, Washington D~ .c .. . . . . . . . 
. . . . . ~ . 

Anyone wishil;ig a c·opy of the transcript should.- rn?l<.e 

personal arrangements w·i th. th~ :r~porter; .. 

t 
.\. 

. . 
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•. I 
.. 1 1,. 

.21' 
3 I 

.. ~ . 

1 wish to thank everyone for ·your cooperation given 

.during this hearing. since.there is nothing further in 
. . . . . . : . ' 

connection i.Jidi the hearing and no more testimony or evfdence to 

· 4 be offere.d; the hearing. stands adjourned. · How~ver, if there · 

. 5 .. 

6 

·. 7 

8 

10 

12 
... l' 

·. •is ·' · 

14 

IS 

16' 

17 

18 

19 

20 . 

21 

. 22 

'24 

. . . 
are· any· questions which you may· have _\.vhich. relate to· other 

·matters other than the wilderness proposal· which you'd like to · 
' ' 

ask any of .the represent~ti~es from the department that are 

here after·the hearing-or sometime beforewe leave tomorrow, 

·please ,feel free to· do. so. · . 

·rhank_you. 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I, .Jeannie A .. Gnass,. Notary Public in and for the State. of 

·.Alaska, ·esiding at.Anchorage, Alaska, and Cer ed Shorthand 
' 

5 Reporte=r· for the B 6: I Court Reporting Service, do hereby · · 

6 

'1 

10 

14 

24. 

certify: . 

That the foregoing Nunivak \:J"ilderness Study Public Hearing 
. . ' - - . 

·for the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Serv;i.ce was .taken before me ort 

· . the 18th day of October, 1973 at Mekoryuk, Nunivak Isl~ncl<; 

That the. foregoing :hearing is ·.a true and correct transcript of 

the proceeding to the best. of my. knmv-l~dge ~nd ability, taken · 

·by ·me in stenotype ·and thereafter· tre1,nscribed'~ 
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UNITED STATES 

NlJi:HVAK WIL:l)Efu."l\lESS STUDY · 

PUBLIC HEARING AT THE LOUSSAC .LIBRARY 
' . 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

October 24·, 1973 

At thehour of 7:00p.m~, October 24, 1973~ the 

hearing was .. called to· order by R9bert Price,. the Regional· 
. ' 

Solicitor, Department of the Interior, Chariman presiding~ 

· Present were . the following: . . r· 
l 

GORDON WATSON: 

DAVID SPENSER: 

Alaska Area Director of the U. S. 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

· · Alaska Refuge .Supervisor. 

16 JERRY ROUT : Assistant Refuge Manager, Nunivak 
.-Naticmal Wildlife Refuge !I 

17 II 

18 
ll WILL TROYER: 

!J 

19 il. 
20 

. 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

.Wilderness Coordinator· for Wilderness 
Studies in Alaska 

Reporter: Jeannie Gnass, C.S.R. 
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Service. 
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Jl. HR. PRICE:. He 're going to-- begin .the meeting at this 

2 time. Some people, perhaps, thought it might be beginning at _ 

3 7:30, but ~e'Ll go ah~ad no~. 

4 · I am Robert Price, the Regionc3_l Sol~ci tor, Department 

5 of the Interior, Anchorage. I have been designated by the 

6 ~ecretary of the In~erior to tonduct thi~ hearing. 

~ _Most of you,· undoubtedly,_ filled out the attendance_ 

8 

9 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IB 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

card as you entered the door.· If you have not done so, I would 

like to ask that you complete orie. If those of you who have _ 

not filled o~t cards will plea~e raise your h~nd, we will distri 

bute them.to you. 

At this time, I should like to thank the C:tty of 

Anchorag-e 'fG'r- ··bhei·r "a·S'Si-s·t-ane:e in making this room available. 

to us this evening~ 

As announced in the Not:Lce of Public Hearing issued 

on September 10,1973, this hearing is being held to develop 

information with_ re9pect to the· desirability of including 
. . 

Nun_ivak Hational Wildlife Refuge in the l~ational Wilderness 

Preservation System. - A hearing\vas also held at Hekoryuk on 

l~univak Island last \-leek on- October 18. As background info:t- · 

illation, _I \.~Ould li~e to explain that in arrang:Lng this hearing·, 

notices were sent _to the United States Senators and the Congress 

men from Alaska, the Governor of the State of Alaska arid other 

elected officials. Replies which have been received from them 

will be read later and incorporated into the transcript of 

B 8: I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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e· 
1- this ·hearing. We also sent notices to Federal and State agenc 

. . . . . . J. . 
2 and to organizations arid individuals known to be interested in 

,3 ·the rna tter. . · · ·. · · · ·. · 
·.· . ' . . . ·.. .· . ··. · .. · 

4 Nm1, a few words about procedure. This hearing is . 

_______ 5 not a debate, a trial, nor question-:-and-:-answer assembly, but 

:_A -

I . 

r 
\ t 

. . 

·an: advisory hearing vJhereby all interested persons may present 
. . 

7. statements,. written or oral, or other information pertinent . to . 

·a 

9 

10 

11· 

. 12 .. 

. :13 . 

14 . 

15 

16 

·17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. the proposal we are considering tonight. If anyone fails to 
. . ' . . . . 

understand the s.tatement o:f any person, appropriate questions 

··may be asked. for the purpose of clarifying such a statem€mt. 

All questions will b directed to me and I shall determine 

whether they are pertinent. This may seem. a ·little·. technical 

. or strict, but it is intended to facilitate an orderly presen

tation of views and assure a fair and reasonable opportunity 

for all to be heard .. 

The Hilderness Act, Public Law 88-.577, ·provided the· 

authority and outlined the procedure :by which a national wild-
. . . 

. . . 
life refuge, or •• a· portion of a. national wildlife refuge, meet.ing 

the requirements to be considereda10> to the suitability or 

nonsuitability fOr inclusion:· in the National 't.Jilderness Pre-· 

servation System. This law directed the s'tudy ·and review within 

teri years. after .September 3, 1964. of every roadless island and 

every roadless area 5,000 acres or more·within the National 

vJildlife Refuge Sys tern. 

I wish to point out . that \vhether ·or not a -y;rildlife 

B 8: I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
4.01 K STR££T 

ANCHORAGE.·ALASKA _99501 

• I 

3 



.·' -

.· .. :e 

.e 

·. , __ _ 

··. ,._. 
:-. ': 

.. J 

-:r-'' 

. 1 refuge or part of a ·Wildlife re~uge is included r.vithin the 

· 2 National Wilderness Preservation Syst:e~ does not remove the area 

3 · from the wildlife refuge status. The area we. are considering 

4 tonight still will be administered as. an :Lntegral part o{ die 

6 

7.· 

8 

National Wildlife Refuge System. The intent. or the Wilderness 

·Act along these. lines is. cleaT .. The provisions of Sections · 

4(A) and 4(B) of the Act state that the purposes qf the Wilder-
. . ' . . . - . 

ness Act are to be vjithin and supplemental to the purposes for 

9 .which wildlife refuges a:te. established. and administered. The.· 

10 area r.~e are considering tonight w'iu3 sttid:i.ed and :recommendations 

11 were made r.vith these constraints in mind. 

12 

.. :,:,13 ·: 

is. 

16. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. ; After this public bearing; ·a thorough revietv ·will 

·'be made of fhi:s p:toposc:fl, ·but ~this·· is not.· the last opportunity 

·for public expressioh .. ·· The record of this public hear-ing. and 
. . 

all other informati~n on the proposal will be transmitted to 

. the Secreta.rY, of the Interior. After study and consultation,· 

the Secretary. will transmit his recormnendatiori.s regarding the 

proposal to .thePresident. The Presiderit·will transmit the 

recommendations to the. Congress .. After appropriate c.onsidera:-
. ·. . 

tion, which will include hearings, the ·Congress will accept; 

reject or modify the proposal. . As you can s_ee, there is a 

comprehensive review process of each wilderness proposal, of 

which public hearings and your vehvs are a mos.t illl.portant 

part. 
. ' . . 

Now I ask. Mr. Gordon Watson; A-laska Area Director of 
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. . 

the Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of.the Interior;, to 

explain the proposal to you. 

Befcire Mr.· Hatson presents the statement,.however, 

I should like to explain agaip that this.is not ari.adversary 
. . 

proceeding .. · If you ~mnt to ask a question or to clarify a .. 

certain point,· please feel free to do .so .. All questions, 

however,· \•Till be directed t:o' me and I shall determine v7hether 
.· . 

. they are pertinent. . 

Mr. t-Jats on; 

MR. :l.JATSON: T'hank .you, Mr. Price; · 

·.·Good. evening, Lidies and gentlemen.· I am Gordon 

. Watson, Alaska Area Director of the U. S. Bureau of Sport 

· .,F;ishe·r.±es ,ar:N;h.)~vil.dlife •... u. s ... Fish .and .lJildlif~ ·Service .. · lJith 

me here .. tonight is !:1:r. David Spencer, Alaska Refuge SUpervi'sor, 

Mr. Jerry Hout, Assistant Refuge. 'Hanager of the. NU:nivak National 

· Hildlife Refuge, ·and Mr. lJilL Troyer, ·the l-iilderness G~ordinator I 

for .Wilderness. Stud~es in Alaska.·. All of .us i,rill b~ available · I · 
during and after thishearing to answer any questions y'ou may j. 

have concerning results of the wilderness study vle are p:r;esent

ing for your consider at ion. · 
. . . . ' . 

We \vant .to· thank all of you. for. attending .this public 

hearing and. for expressing an interest in the future of the 
. . 

Nunivak National Wildlite Refuge .. As you Il!ay kn0\:1; ·this hearir{g 
. . . . - . . 

is held pursuant to the vlilderness Act of 196L~, which requires. 
. . 

that all wilderness studies .on National Hildlife Refuges be 
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.. 
. , 

completed by Septembe,r · 3rd, 1971.:.. Its pu:qJose is to gather · 

information 1\rith respect to the suitability or nonsul.tability 
. . . . . · .. 

of- including th~ r~fuge in: the· tiational \-Tilderness .Preservation 

System .. 
. . . . 

Copies of the.Nunivak VJild~rness·Fie1d.StudyRep6rt 

· -~re avallable for· your examination in the lobby .. Since copies 

. of this field :report are limited in number, please do not re

·move them from the. library. .The Field Study is stlf!1marized i-n. 
. . 

·a Nunivak v1ilderness study brochure of which copies are av:ailabl 

.·. ·10 ·if you do not· already· have. one. You are also ~1elcqme to ·pick· up · 

. }} I 

12 

. . 

a copy of the statement I am·~akinghere tonight . 

F.or those of ·you who tnay wish to become more familiar 

with· d~tails ·of·. the Nunivak \~ilderness F~eld Stvdy, vie .invite 

you to examine all of the documents carefully. If you are 

unable .to do . so this evening,. ea'ch .·of. them will. be made availabl 

to you in either .Beth~l··. or . our. Arichorage· offices .. 

The special missimt of the National l\fildlife Refuge 
. . 

Sys tern is '', .. to provide, manage and -safeguard a national net-vior 

of lands and.vJaters sufficient in size, diversity and location 

as to meet people's needs forareas.where the entire spectrum of 
. . . 

human benefits· a~sociated 1vith migratory birds, ot;her wild 
. . 

creatures, and wildlands are enhanced andmade available. It 

committed-to these special values." 

·As an· integral unit of . the National Wildlife Refuge 

Systei!l, Nunivak National Wildlife ·Refuge contributes to. this 
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·mission under authori..ty. of Executive Order· 5095, \vhich establish 

ed·the refuge in 1929. 

The area has been managed· essentially as .a. de facto. 
. -.· ' .··. . . ·. . . . 

·wilderness· since .its· establishment. The broa_d- r:nanage!!lent. 

objectives of the refuge at ·present are to prot~ct the ecolo- . 

. "gical integrity of the island ecosystem as a prerequisite to ' < 

. . 

preserving the.habitats of migratory birds and other wildlife, 

and to use the refuge for experiments in propag-ation. of reindeer 

.. and. re-establish mu~k ox ·as a native animal of Alaska. No major 
. . . 

. development or management activit. such· as wildlife habitat·. 
. . 

.. ma!lipulation are planned to meet these objectives .. ·· 

The Wilderness Act of:· September 3rd, 196.4 or Public: 

. ·Lmv '88.:;.'5"/T·requrre-s· ·ttra:t ·'"the 'Secretary. of the Interior revie\.J .· 
. . 

every roadless ~rea· of· 5, 000 coh tiguous ·acres or more arid every.· 

. roadles s. is land. \vithiri the National Wildlife .Ret'uge System· and, 
. . 

within .ten years at:ter the effective. date of the ·Act,. report 

to the Ptesident o{. the United States his recor:rnilendations as to 

the sui-tability or rwnsuitability of each such i:rrea o_r _;lsland 

as wilderness. · In defining ''wild¢rness-," the Act requires the . 

review of roadless areas of less· than 5_, 000 acres that are of 

sufficient size to .make preservation practiaL The \vilderness. 

field study of. Nun:i,vak v1as. initiated in July of l972. 
' . . . 

Nunivak Refuge consists of_ the appr.oximately 1.1-

million-acre Nunivak Island and its 50 associated offshore · 

islands and rocks, along with about 2~5 million acres of 

. . 
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submerged lands surrounding the island~.· Total combined acreage 
. . 

is 3.. 6 million acres,. wpieh rnakes· Nunivak the largest island 
' : :· . . 

refuge in the National \.Jildli.fe ·Refuge System. 

Nunivak probably best known for its musk ox, .which 

were introduced from·Greenland in 1935. Through the years, 
.. 

animals have been reintroduced to ranges on the mainland from 

which they were ext;:irpated in the last half. of the· 19th Century. 

Today,· there are approxirn.::itely. 500 musk ox on Nunivalc Island 

and additional reintroductions to the mainland are contemplated 

· as funds and manpower permit. 

·.Reindeer were introduced to.the island.in 1920 . 

The present herd of approximately 4,·000 animals belongs to the 
. . ' . . . . . . . 

,.Nat.i:v·e 'resident-s.· o•f Hekoryuk. A rnanagemept agreement is needed 

between the Bureau .. of Sport Fisheries and Hildlife. and_ the . 

Bering Sea Reindeer Products, Inc., to· ~llow for continued 
. . . - . 

reindeer. grazing, while assuring protection of refuge habitat·. 

Other important wi ldl.i values on the refuge include 
' . . . . . . 

the impressive seabird nesting colonies that oc~uron pre-

cipitous cliffs along the north:.Jest coast: ·. These colonies are_. 
. ' 

among the larg-est in the ,..,orld and theLr ·avian residents 

.. constitute a very ·impor.tant component of the ocean .ecosystem, 
. . 

A great variety of other migratory birds ·inhabitS the is land, .· 

including 21 species of waterfowl. Among the latter are 

emperor geese, black brant~ . t-..vo races of Canada geese and the 

whistling swan. 

B 8: 1 COURT REPORTING SER.VJCE 
401 K STREET 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 8 



~----- _-'; 
! : 
: '· 

!_ _ _. 

i 
I 
L:~.' 

-L. e 
(: 
-i· 
(. .. 

1 
I· 
i 

:I .I 

I : --

1-
;_ ~ 

:f 

1 

2 

3 

.4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

. 10 

11 

12 

. 13 ... 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1~ 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. . ~. 

~ .. 

Some birds travel Vast distances to reach .Nuni vak · 

for nesting purpos_!=s. These-include· golden plovers, pectoral 

sa.ndpipers·, dowitchers, and northern phalaropes from South 

America; bristle-thighed curl~_ws from 

·_tailed sandpipers, bar-tailed god\vits 
. . ' 

Fiji and Samoa; and sharp..: 
. . . f. . . 

and red phalarop~s from _· 

Ne\-7 Zealand and Australia. Thus the re~uge _is of international 

_significance from the star:dpoint of-its ffiigratory bird resource. 

The various \vhales native tci the Bering Sea may 

.frequent refuge waters on occasion. Amorig these are the. blue : 

-_ ~nd humpback whales, both of which. are endanger~d ·species. The 

-surrounding-pelagic waters are also ip.habited-by sea lions. and 

at times by the Pacific \valrus. The ribbon seal, nmv considered 
. . . ' . 

;-a-rare sue·ci:·es ·tn· the Unit·ed -'S·tat~s- · is one of the_ f_ our ·species 
.1. . . • , 

. . . 

of seals·_ found· in Nunivak' s 'vaters ,' · · 

At~ least 14 species of fish occur on the retuge, in

cluding all five species of Pacific salmon and the Doily Varden. 

At least 20 .rivers and streams are. used by salmon for spmming. 

.- _- _ Nl.Jnivak's rno:.:;t Ol.Jtstanding scenic values are its 
. . . 

. . . 

precipitous cliffs, extensive sand b~aches backed by S'\veeping 

. dunes' placid lagoons and estuaries, and interior mountains'. 

lava flm·7S and explosion craters. 

The 250 hardy Eskimos -v;ho reside in the village of 
. . 

Mekoryuk on the island's northeast cqast are of special interest. 

These first Alaskans have a close attachment and love for the· 

land and its resources, and are de~cendants of forebearers \vhc:> 
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-have occupied the island continuously for. at least the past 
-. 

2, 000 years.· The Hekoryuk villagers are still greatly dependent 

on the·.· area's fishery .. arid "t-rildlife resources for their li Velihoo 

Fish, seals, berries and "greens" are a few of the· items that 
. . . . . 

~reused continuously by them for subsistence purposes. Their 
. . ~ . 

G reindeer. herd serves· as the primary source of cash.income. 
. . . . 

7 As a. result of the Alaska Native, Claims Settlement. 
. . . 

8 Act of l97l, the Natives of Nunivak Island v7ill be entitled to. 

g select cert~in lands from within the Nunivak National- Wildlife 

10 

12 

·. 13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Refuge, ·At this point, I w.ant to make it clear-·that the 
. . 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife will cooperate. to· the 
. .. 

fullest extent. with· the. Nunivak people as they make their land • 

selections· on Nunivak Island. Tt.should be understood that thes 

land selection rights take pr:ecedence over. any actions that·· 

may .result .from our \vilderness study .. 

-The srimvmachine serves both as an important tool in 

management of musk ox and reindeer and. as the primary means of 

transportation-for island residents as they persue thefr 

traditional hunting, fishing, trapping and recreational. 

activities on the refuge in the \vinter. Offroad vehicles such 
. . . . 

as sriowmachiries do conflic.t with v7ilderness protec.tion and 

management, however J for they are not normally perrhi tted within 

established wilderness areas. 

Although it has been determtned by solicitor's 

opinion that the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \-Jildlife does 
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r have jurisictiori over all tide and submerged lands. \vithin the 

3 

4 

2 · refuge boundary, that boundary has never 1Jeen precisely described; 

At the time -the refuge was established in 1929, it was crea.ted 

merely by drawing a circle around Nunivak Is land ... In some 
i 

instances, the.boundaries-~xtend from 12_to. .20 miles_ offshore or 5 

6 

7 

8 

'' 9 

10 

·n 

12 

13''" 

14 

15 

IS 

17 . 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. · .. · \ . .· .... 
beyond the territorial limit. · 

There are at present only four miles of road.on 

the island,·. arid the Alaska Department of Highways envisions the 

need of a road corridor around ·the entire island, · comiecting 
. , .. 

11ekoryuk with'GapeMendentall, the west.coast, and Nash 

.Harbor. 

There is a provisionin the Executive O.rder 5095 

that est~bii~bed 'the refuge, which says, ''The establishment .of 
. . . . . ' . . . . " 

this reservation .shall·not interfere with·the.use of· this island 

for lighthouse; military or navalpurposes." This stip:qlation· 

clearly provides for military use of the refuge when deemed 

necessary. Any plans the·military.may havefor.Nunivak are 

not known -at this time. 

·Because of these aforemeptioned problems·and con

fl:Lcts, and beca:use Hilderness ·designation \vould not be within 

and supplementcil to all refuge objectives, we are proposing 

that the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge not be designated a 

wilderness.area in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
. . 

The most serious conflict in this regard appears to be bet\veen 

wilderness management and protectioiJ. and the widespread use of 
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1 . the entire island by N~tives using snov."'Iriachines. 
.. . ' .. 

2 ·Please recognize that this proposal is p_reliminary. 
'. . ·. : ·._ .. 

· 3 Only· ~ter· the views • of· all concerned parties have. been_ heard·. ·. 

4 a.nd evaluated will all ~ur final r~commendations be formulat"ed . 
. 1. . . . . . .. . I 

5 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

~3 .. 

.14 

IS 

16 

Any views you w1sh t;:o express, whether o:t:;'ally or · 
. . . . . ' ·. . . ' . . ~ . . . 

in writing, ·~rill help us develop -final recommendations on. the 

-results. of o~ study_ .. Any of you who may wish to subrriit written 
. ' . . . . ' -· . . 

testimony following this hearing. are urged to do so between nmv 

. and November ·23, 1973. After that date, we will formulate our 
. . 

· recommen.da tions and submit them to. th.e Secretary of. the .Interior 

for h{s consideration. 

Thank you for at tending~ 1 '. 
In opening the 

_meeting for public discussion; I ask that· all pert1nent inf.orma

tion on the-proposal be presented as completely as possible. 

If anyone wishes to summarize their.statement for thebe-ilefit 
. . . 

:: 

1

. of those present and submit a writterlstatement' for the record, . 

- yoti may Q.b SC?._. In. the event that time becomes a facto:t,. T may 

have to request that you "limit your oral remarks. 19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

· I. sha.ll nov1 call on certain persons in order to· 

expedite and c-larify· the. ·-proposal .. After they have .completed 
' . . .. 

the statements, the"meeting-will·continue to be open to'the 

public. Anyone present who desires to make a statement nmy do 

so. 
. . 

In order to . permit the conduct of the meeting and oral 
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comments to bec.ome. a matter of record, I ask that all speakers· 

coill,e to the microphone· to m.j_ke their statements. This has· 
. . . . . . 

several ~dvantages, ·but. principally allows . everyor1e in. the room 
. . . . I . 

. ' . 

to hear arid also· the·. recording secreta.ry to take . down ·".;rhat you 

have to say. 

.· I also @.Sk you tO ~ive your hame and the interest 

which you represent. You may, of Gourse, represent yourself. 
. . 

And I ask you .to spea,k slowly ahd distinctly. 

First, .is there a representative of the Governor 

of Alaska? 

·· (No ~espouse) · 

Is there a representative of Senator Stevens, 

-Senat:c0r· ·Gra¥el; >6r ··Gong·I'e:s•sman Young? 

(No. response) 

Is there. a representative of the 'State Legislatpre? 
. . ' .. 

(No response) .· 

There. bei:p.g none, the f·irst tvitness that I ~Till .call· 
. . . , . . ' .. . 

is the · Mayor. of the . City· of Mekoryuk, ·.Henry Shavings ~ ~· ·. 
. . . . . 

MR. SR.<\VINGS: Hr. Chairman, ladies. and· gentl~men 

arid guests, my name is Henry Shav.ings 'from Mekoryuk, Nunivak 

Island, and my·position is City Mayor and betweenmy.times, I 

am hunter and fisherman, support my family. ·I have to speak 
~ .. . 

in Eskimo -"'" only .. thing the first. part of. it I do it 

translated. 

·(Translationby Mr. Shavings) 
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1 MR. SHAVINGS (Through the interpret.er): · ·I am a 

2 resident of Nunivak Island. Nunivak is oy home, It is a h01rte 

3 of __ my children. Hy ancestors came here .. My great grandfather 

.4 and grandmother and my grandparents. are buried there. 
. . . 

5 (Translation by 1-'fx ._ Shavings) . 
. . . 

S MR. SHAVINGS (Through the int~~preter): . ·As events 

7 turn, and that he was born arotind .1925. 

8 .·(Trans la tibn by .Mr. Shavings) 
.· . - . ~ . . . . . . . . . 

9 · MR. SHAVINGS (Through· the· interpreter):. During those 

.10 I days' T was fed by my parei1ts not the food from th~ grocery 

11 stores,· h'ut v7ha t they. could get off the ocean ·and the land. 

. 12 .. 

13 . 

14 

15 

16 

. 17 

18 . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(Translation. by Mr.· Shavings)· 

·'"MR. ·SP.A:VTNGS -(Thrb·agh ·the. int-er-preter):. ·. Hhen I_· 

began to notice the events of time, we realized that we were 
·. . .. 

we had-lived as orphans and had·1ived in sOd houses and-our 

light ca~e from seal oil.· 

(T;r ans la tion by Nr. ~havings) _ 

MR. SI-IAVINGS (Through .the· inierpreter): T_n. t_hose 

times' . the houses. that we 'l.i ved in Here co 1d. He did not have 

. heating. The men lived in 
1 •. 1-:as1ge .. Saine days· in· order to 

get heat for the · _k~~ige, a fir~ had to be build so as to he~t 

the house. But the heat lingers only for a few hours. 

(Translation by Mr. Shavings) 

MR. SHAVINGS (Through .the interpreter): During_ those 

times, at times ·some of our dogs Here loose and in their efforts 
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1 ·to find a refuge, they came ·into the kasig~ and went to the 
.. ' . . . . .·.: . ·' . .·. ·. . 
. . . 

2 person that owned them~ ·The people that o:vmed_ them, incl"(lding 
. . 

3 Mr. Shavings, \vas happy when the dogs did that, because they 
. . 

4 provided heat" by being near their owners. . 

5 (TrC111:slation by Mr ~- Shavings) · 

7 

·a 

s 

. -10 

12 

. ,15 

lB 

17 

18. 

19 

20 

21. 

22 

23. 

24 

25 

-:MR.·_ SHAViNGS (Through tll.e interpreter); For someone 
·. . 

not used tb sleeping with a dog that .was outside, it may not 
. . . . 

sound like a good id~(l, but to us,· it ~vas. our way of life ... Now 

_my parents, incl·udi~g my brother, ·Edward Shavings, · lived a happy I.· 
life. \.Je- did not _have sorrovis' nor other -- nor other hardships 

. ' .. 

that we considered at the time. · 

(Translation by Mr. Shavings)· 
. . . 

··i1R_:-:SHAVINGS {Through the interpreter):· Correction. 

During those. times' my brother and I didn It have \vorries about 

the :land, because the land .Has ours. 

"(Translation by Mr. Shavings) 
. . . 

l.ffi.~ SHAVINGS (Through the interpreter): Today, as 

a man· and as. a Mayor· of- Hekoryuk, I and the._ peop;Le thac·I 

represent worry. · The older people in the village at. times are · 

sleepl~ss, b~ca~se they ar~ worried about their land. They are 
. .. . 

worried because of ·the people lvith white eyes and th~ir actions. 

(Translated by !1r .. Shavings) 

MR. SHAVINGS {Through the interpreter):. In one o-f 

the meetint?;S; Mr. Watson had told the people not. to worry, but 

at one time we heard about the wilderness and since then, 1:ve have 
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b~~n lo~sin~ sleep .. .. 
) 

(Translation by Nr. Shavings) 

MR. SHAVH~GS (Through the interpreter): Because of 

this and because of what they have heard about the·actions of 
. . 

the white man in the Low~r 48, the people on the is)_and are 

loosing sleep a:nd have lost. sleep, because. they kriow and have 

heard that the lands of. the India,ns of the Lm·7er 48 has ·been 

taken away from them. 

(Tr~nslation.by Mr. Shavings) 

MR. SHAVINGS (Through the interpreter): One·of 
.. · . . . 

the reasons v7hy many of. the people on the .. island have lost 

sleep and have ·worried is that one. day they might find them-
. . . . ·. .· - . 

selves homeless, yirtually kick,ed off -,- off. the islartd, ·say, 

in the future, maybe.lS,· 50 or so many years in future. 

·(Translation by Hr .. Shavings) 

. MR. SHAVINGS (Through the interpreter): Repeating · 

myself, I as a leader of the island ~lith the other residents 

of the island wish to·continue.the T,.vay we have. lived; living 

off the land and ocean; .off land getting greens and berries 

without restrictions. 

(Translation by Mr. Shavings) 

.11R.. SHAVINGS (Through the in-terpreter): Today, 

··after we have heard the talk of the ~vilderness, myself and the 
. . . 

people of the islartd are fightipgagainst ·th~wilderriess of the 

island, and that the use of the island be as it is, the use of 
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.1 the Ski-doos, because we can go get a .sheep with it. Myself, 

2 
. . . 

I .3.m thanking the· Fish. and \.J"ildlite in sup]:>Orting us in our· 

3 . fight cigainst making Nunivak Island a wilderness. 

4 Thank you~ · 1. 

5 ·.· .. (Translation by ~: Shavings) 

6 . MR. SHAVINGS (Through the interpreter): ·Hr. Shavings 
. . . . . . 

7 is asking a question now, that after this·, if he has any 

8 questions, can he ask questions? 
.. ·•· 

. 9. 
·: '· ·_.• . 

. ·~ . . . . ~ 

MR.· PRICE:· Yes,-. he cari ·ask questions. arid Hr. Watson 

io or ari~ of the. other·. representatives of Mekoryuk in· order to 
. . . . _-

fl· clarify.· the wildernes·s proposal~ 

12 

13 

14 

·IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I--TIL SHAVINGS: Thank you very' m.uch ·;for listening. 

MR •. PRICE: Thank ·you, Mayor ·Shavings;·· 

· .1-!e haye one tnore representatiye of the City. of.· 

Mekoryuk, Edward-Shavings. 

· . MR. · SHAVINGS: .. I represent the Bering Sea Reindeer 

Products. ·on my job, I sell -reindeer meat, reindeer hide and 

.reindee-r-products·. No-t•7, -,;ve have hea:r.t;l. abot.1t wilderness .. Ncr-.;;, 
. . . 

em my job, ·we send out our' herds in the sur;Ir.lertime, ·using 

chap.~rrals; six-wheel machine, that travels on the top ·of the 

land,. is -v;rha t o'l,lr herders· use. 

Nmv, in .summertime and \vintertirr:e,. we use -- in 

vrlntertime, we use snou!:lobiLes. vfuen we have to siaug!:lter rein

' deer,. our boys go . out 't'li th those machines. I don 1 t have too 
. . ' . . 

much to say, bit I am recommending that Nunivak Island may not 
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become wilde)::'riess' because we -- t1e need these machines. to 

-..v-ork with .. · 
. •' 

' 
Thank you. 

MR.· PRICE: Thank you, ~fr. Shavings. 'I 
5 \-Je have the statement of one more witness for the 

1. .i ., 
;_ ---- j} . 

6 · City of Hekoryuk, and he has r~quested .that I read into the reco d 

7 ·the statement tha.t he would make.. The statet::tent is being read 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 . 

13 

14 

.'15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21. 

22 

23 

24. 

25. 

on behalf of Martin Kapoakin: 

·':Hr. Cha1man, Ladies· and Gentlen:-en and guest~s. 

Today we are he~e· at· this hearing to represent the· 

City of·Hekorytik, Nunivak Island a~d 's people.· 
.. 

The heariQg was held in M~koryuk, October, 18, 1973, 

Time: 7:45 P .. M. This n1eeting ·was held due to.the · 

Wilderness Preservation Ac1:of September 3, 1964~ 

·Therefore, today, _He are going· to talk about the 

way our people lives. in Mekoryuk and Ntmivak Island. 

'lSince ·the knoWn of-time, p~ople of Nunivak Island 

. have lived aim~s t ·the· tvay -they. are .. living of 

·yester-years·. For people of Nunivak has been living 

on· the Island since over the period of 2,_000 years 

or more .. · No one really. knows. 

"Toda · y. the people who is residing in_Mekoryuk are 

are asking the Federal Government not to change the 

v:ays of: their livings. This means, free to fish· 
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"and hlint for .v~hatever they need for ·the p'urpose 

of. their·. daily bas' .food. such as fresh. meat and . 
. . . . . , . . 

' . ' 

wild vegetations, which they gather in spring, 

stinri::ner and fall, ·and they presenre . the fish and 
i ...... '. 

meat to be eaten during .the winter seaqon. 

"l.Je ·are asking you today for the Native. people of 
. . - . . 

Nun,ivak. sakes not to' chcflnge the VJay of their living 

_or the Hildlife Refuge Systern on Nunivak into 
. . . . 
. . . . 

Wilderness Preservation. The pebple of ·Nunivak 
·. . . . 

. and -vre, the. representatives from Mekoryuk, Alaska 
. ' ' 

·. · stron_gly ask you representatives of Fish and Games, 

Federal Government and Secretary of Interior not to 

.change the way of our living \ve have here. on 

Nunivak ·Is lan9 .• \vhich is free to hunt and fish on · 
. . . . . 

Nunivak and its stirroundingarea .. This means 

· no restriction of \·lildlife we -hunt for for food · 

purposes. He know.our people, since the time we 

are kids oursei • they .hunt and fish for their 

living·and living expenses, and this such matter 

shouldn't be chang¢d; cause the people of Nunivak 

Island has a right and privilege to do whatever they 

can to.prevent the wilderness preservation·and 

let the Hildlife Refuge System remains as it 

\vas before. 
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. ·- -.~· 

· .. "Since· the Land Settlemef1t Act has been started, 

we, the people of Nunivak has been fighting for our 

.rights till to this date. 

'· - . . I . 

· ... And the rumors -.;..;re hear~ about Cape Mendenhall; 

south side·of the·island, that the Fish and Game. . . . . .. 

• • h • 

. wanted. this area to be a ~Tilderness preservation. 
. . . 

But this land is also our hunting ground. The· 

bays nearby this land is also our fishing area, 

·To preserve and dried the fish while v.1e are .in 
' . . . . . 

-fish camps during the sumni.e~time and ·return 
.. 

·to ·Mekoryuk whenever we think we have enough fish to 

J.Cl.St us tbrq:u,gh fall and winter. . And He believe 

that "tve are not spoiling .the land and the wildlife. 

it~elf. ··Since our timer ihe~~ ~ere some fish~s, 

.like cod fish, which is no longer exist around the. 

island;" and halibuts are getting fev.7er and fev::rer 

each year_after year. This is not the people of 
. . . 

Nurtivak' s fault. It is th~ people from foreign 

countries J like. Japan, and lov.Jer states J. even 

Canada, fishing fleets· that .are doing this~.· . And 
. . . 

we believe the Department of Fisheries .should do 

something about th:ls, the disappearance of these 

fishes. Not only that, the other varieties of 

fishes are g:r_-a<iually getting fewer each year since 
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."Japanesebeen fishing around this island. 

''And to our understandings, these musk axes· 
. . 

·.were brought here to Nunivak Island to be raised 

.and transplanted to. other locations in the State 

of Alaska, 't-Jhich :i,s being cione and to h~lp the 

people 6ri this island to raise. some money.· and .· 
. . 

.as !.vell as more ur.ofits from their furs, etc. 
. ~ ' .. . . . 

But · a:s the·. people . here ~n · Nuni vak Is 1 and are 

accusing them, that they do more damaging on ground 

·as well as the vegetation concerns around their 

habitat area. ·And reindeers, we b~lieve, the,y 

are much be'tte·r 't:b.an: ml,lsk oxes, they don:' t 
.. · . ._ . 

bother the ground and eat somuch of.vegetations 

'th~:m musk o:X does. 

"Hr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen and guests. 
. . 

This statement ';ve made concerns the. i'~univak_Island, 

is true, to the best of our·knowledge,·that 

this wilderness preservation on Nunivak Isl.ind 
. . 

should be set aside, . cause the people on Nunivak . 
~ . . 

·Island doesn't want anyrest:tictions ori and 
. . 

about the. Nunivak Island itself." 

MR. PRICE: At this time, I am going to proceed to 
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· .. the order of priority of oig:Lnizational testimony, unless 

there are other representatives of gpv~rn'mental aget1cies .···. 
J . . 

that wish to make{ a statement. ··.The ·first organizational 
. . .. 

. . . . . . . 

· wit-hess, !1r, JackHession, representing th.e SierraC~ub. 

MR. HESSION: Mr, Price, rn_embers of the sta,ff, ·1q.die 

and gentlemen. My naP.le is Jack Hession. I'm the Aiaska repre

sentative. of the Sierra Club. Hy statem:ent is on behalf of both 
. . . 

B the Sierra Club . nationally and the Alaska chapte:~. .There are 

.9 

10 

·u 

'12 

13 

i4 

15 

16 

. 17 

18 

19 

. 20. 

.21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

approximately 141, 000· members ·in. the club nationally,· here· in 

Alaska, nearly 500. We appreciate the opportunity to coiT'.It1ent 
. . . . . . . : 

on the w:ilderness ·study for Nunivak. N·ational. Hildlife Refuge. 
. . . . . . . 

vie are, of cburse, disappointed by the Eureau·' s 
. . . 

. recorrrrnendation that there be no \•lilderness designation for any 
. ' ' . . 

part of Nunivak Island .. 1-Je find it diffic~lt to believe, even unde 

the most rigorous interpretation of the Wilderness Act,· that 
.. . . 

there are· no portions of the is land v1hich could quaiify as 
. . 

·wilderness;· And vle think that the Bureau's position that snov7- · 
. . . 

machine use is incompatible with wilderness -- a position vlith-

1V.hicl1. we c:lgree ·-- does not mean that continuation of the status 
. . . . 

quo·for Nunivak is.·the orrly alternative. There is another v?ay 

alternative, 6nethat would achieve a highd~gree of protection 

for Nuni vak' s subsistence viildlife, recreation, ·and de facto wild 

ness values. This alternative would designate a:s \v:llderness 

critical habitat area where snovlinachine use is non-existent,·· 

rarely occurs,·· or may be unnecessary for sibsistenee requirements . 
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1 The r.est of the refuge~ amounting tO. the bulk of it, would be 

2 ph1ced j_n the. refuge- systen .by Congress 1.-1ith prohibiti~ns on 
. • • • • ! . • • 

non-compatible (sic) uses' but \•lith snov."machine use' penni tted~ 3 

Before loo1drtg at the details ·of this ·other _alte:r-

5 . native, I ~1ould like to discuss br.iefly the Bureau ;s recomrnendatior 
------·· 

6 He agree that sno-vnnachines are incompatible vJith. the wilderness 

7 ·experience, and_ because such use is . \videspread on Nunivak, \-Jilder-
. . 

8 ness designation cannot cover all of the public1y-owned portions. 

9 Yet the bureau has r:ot carefully analyzed the extent and intensity 

10 of this sno-vnnachine use,. an analysis that sho1.1ld have preceded its 

11 · recommendiition that none o.f th~ ref{rge qualify as Hilderness: · Unti·1 

12. ·the bureau t;1akes such -~ study, we carmot accept its conclusion 

. . "'13 · ·that ,:\•!ilderness ... .des.igna.ti,o.ri. is .irqp:ossible. ·.Its·. recommendation is 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

simply not supported by any· evidenc-e presented by the bureau. It 

.has taken the easy way out, in contrast. to. its usual v7ell

documented wilderness studies. 

This_ easy way- out is to return to the status quo 

for Nunivak,, which means continued refugeprotection by executive 

order only; _Int-ense political pr~sstire could result. in _authoriza-
. . . 

tion by the executive branch of nor..-compatible developments for 

the refuge, or even a rescinding of the executive order uhich 

created the refuge~ 

_Retreating to the precarim,1s status quo also is 

contrary to the intent of. Congress in establishing the National 

Wilderness Preservation System. Congress said, in effect, 
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1 "Letis lookat all these national parks, refuges, and forests .•. ~~-

2 most of "tvhich vere established by executive. order -- " .... find 

' .. ·3 orit whic? ones contain pr·iceless vlilderness resources which should 

. 4 · be guarded for future generations,·. and. put them into .a nt:=~. 
I 
I 

5 national system where they 1.·lill be .safe· from developers, 
. . 

6 changes ordered by the executive, or cmy .other threat." In short, 
' . • • j ~ . . • ' 

1 Congress recognized that executive orders could be modified at any 

8 time, and that these nation~l treasures,· belonging to all of the 

9 people, deserved.the secu-r:"e protection Congress, and only Congress 

10 could give them .. 

U· So now we· have ·the· .Bureau· presenting us ~-lith· a de:. 

12 scriptiofl.·of the superb lderness and wildlifen.lalues of 
• ' • • ' ' I 

e ·13 · • Nun:i:vak, ·hut ·then· 'ttlT·ning i·ts ·back ori them and returningto the 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 e 

status quo. Congress is un],ikely.to :be syinpathetic ivith thi-s 

approach, ·and we trust will ta1ce a more. pragmatic,. common-?ense 

course of the kind we have come to. expect from the "Bureau. itself. 

By recommending no wilderness, the "Bureau: has raised 
- ' . . . . . . . 

doubts a1!J.o~g. A~_askari and "ia tiortal. conserva tionis_t~. as. t~ the 

direction it is taking at this critical stage in Alaska's. history. 

Is the Bureau using.thepresense of snmvmachines·as 

an excuse not to do anything, . and. thus to ·leave open the possibi y 

that the refuge could someday be abolished at the discretion. of 

the Executive ·Branch? Is Nunivak one. of the upland refuges the 

waterfmvl faction 1.vi thin the Bure<jiu would like to turn back to 

public dooain, or give over to the .s_tate, or perhaps use as tradin 

. . 
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1 stock when. public consideration of· the nevi (d-2) refuge proposals · 

. ·.2 begins? 

3 Is the Btir€\au attel;!lpting to leave Nunivak in its 

4 p.resent precarious status ir;_ order to. be able to jettison: it at a 
.I 

5 later,· more· convenient til.I\e? Nost importantly;. does the Nunivak 
. . 

B proposal represent. a change· in direction· for the Bureau, · away from 

7 its usually strong. endorsement of wilderness and toward accorrrnoda-

8 

9. 

10 

12 

13 

14 

JS 

16 

. 17 

lB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

tion to·dev~lopmental interests? These are some of the _questions 

raised·by the Bureau's Nunivak recommendation. I .hope the Bureau' 
. ' . . . . . . 

suggestion for Nu~ivak does. not represent .a permanent departure 

f-rom :its usual high standards" There is too much at stake_ during 

the.· next · few years, the wilderness proposals-, for the existing 
. . . • I ·. . 

:r"efilg.es. and . ..thJL.neNl,:·d::.2. ".ref:uge. ~prD.p,q.s.als come before Congress. 

"This brings me to the_other_alterhative I refeJ;"red 
- . 

to earlier~ . which stands bet~;reen the one extreme of placing the . 

·en tire refuge in. "tvi ldernes s, . yet allow·ing snov:machines, and the 
. .· .· . . . . 

other extreme, the._Bureau's, of r.uling out tvilderness_·altogether . 

As noted before, . this third course invoives identifying areas 

containing c-i:-itical habitat or -other unique values where snmvmachi e 

U$e· is nonexistent, rarely occurs t or may not be essential to.· 

successful subsistence hunting artd fishing. These areas .ha\1e been 

identified in i:he alternatives section of the Hilderness Study 
. . 

Report and should be studiedfurther for potential wilderness 
. I 

designation. These ·include the .tidelands and submerged lar1ds, 

the offshore inlets, the-estuaries near the southern tip of the 

B & I COURT REPORTING-SERVICE 

25 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 



' I , 

·A L._ 

,_ 
.i. 

' l .. 
! . 

l 

/ 

: I :_: e 

- ~- --"'--·-· -: :~ _j I 
,__ I 

' ' 

' _,. ... 

1 island, the seabird rookeries alOng the northwestern coastline 
I 

2 1· near Cape ~fohicah, __ and- th~e crater. lakes and associated volcan;i.c 

3 · phenomena tm·mrd the- center of the is land. 

4 
I 

l'iunivak is one· of _th~ f~\17 refuges in Alaska ~vherein 
i ' 

I 

5 .I tidelands and submerged lands ar~ under federal ·Jurisdl.ction. 

6 1 
7 

Elsewhere in the refuge, and national park~system, the pre·sence of 

· state-'Ov111ed 

' . ' ' ' . . .. 

dal and submerged land adjoining fede~ally-owned 

8 uplands hinders full proteetion-for- the critical habitat often 

9 . 'j' An example of this jurisdie.tion l 
.· ' . - . . . 

found on the state-owned portion. 
. _. . ·_ -. -. '. ' - ·. . 

10 conflict is the tidelands of Izembek, where the most critical habi_ 

·u tat of that refuge,· the eelgrass-beds,- is in state hands. So 

12 far, the state has, ·commendably, _resis~ed oil il~dustry pressure to 

13 ' drill in these tidelands. Else\·lhere, as in Katmai National Honumen Is 
. . . . 

state-ovlhed tidelands,· for example,_ the state has rejected · 

15. 

. . . . ·. '• . 

wilderness designation in favor of its de~elopme:nt~:il object~ves.-
16 . · Oh Nunivak, there is the opportunity· to give per-

17 manent protection to these tidal_ and St1bfuerged lands. .The-

18 present imprecise boundary can be redra-vm the_: twelve-rdle -limit · 
. ' ~-

19 It is vital that the shoreline and submerged lands be given 

20 the ultimate protection -of the .National 'Hilderness._ Preservation_ 

21 System: Hith the imninehce of outer ~ontinental shelf'o and 

22 gas exploration and_ deveJ;opment, a buffer of \vilderness around the 

23 · -coastal habitat of Nunivak is essentiaL 

24 Included as part of the tidelands are the estuaries~ 

25 particularly the t-.;¥o ·large ones neal::· Cape Hendenhall. These conta n 
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ee~ grass beds used, by migrating black brant,· emperor ancf Canada 

geese,. as well as· the other waterfowl of Nunivak. Along the :v;est 

coast, the seabird colonies m . .imber among the state's. iargest., yet 

the Bureau does not foresee the need for additional pr~tectiori. 

E;lsewhere in Alaska~ meanwhile, it is proposing to add additional 

seabird rookeries. to. the .refuge system. 

Behind these cliffs.· is found one of the most importa t .. 

Wintering areas. for Nunivak's musk oxen. This western end of 
. . 

th~ . island, extending. back 1:o <;~. lirie running d~e south from Nash 

.Harbor, should be· studied for· possible wilderness designation, 
. ·- . . 

along vrith ·the sand dunes adj aceht to .the estuaries near Cape 

Mendenhall. Again,- these are the most important wintering areas 

nn ·the is'land· of-or musk oxen: 

. Wilderness designation for the crater lakes and 

associated volcanic phenomena vlOuld be. unlikely to interfere \·li·th · 

subsistence use· of snowmachines because of· the nature of the 

terrain. 

Thus, we· reccmrrnend that the Bureau· r~study ~he 
. . . . . . . 

ref,uge lands with particular attention to the areas rioted a 

moment ago which it has already idemtified. Th:i,.s st'udy should 

. include an analysis of snowmachines use on the island. 11ekoryuk 

residents shouldbe consulted. 

A recommendation for wilderness system designation 

for portions of the island might well follow. such a study. ·For· 

·the rest of the publicly-owned refuge .land, the study should 
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.lead to-a·recorrmiendation that Congress, by_affimative action, 

place these lands penaanently in >th~- National Wildlife Refuge 

System with restrictions_ on non;;.compatible uses,· except the 

4 use of snmvmachines for stibs · tence. purpo-ses.·· 

_5 . This is the middle course, between "tvilder~ess for 

6 the entire refuge, which .is impossible because of extensive 
" " "".. . " " ( " " 

7. snowmachine use, and. the current ·rio-wild~rness suggestion of the · · 
. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 

_8 Bureau, which is unacceptable .. This .middle course could achieve 

9 _the opj ectives of _both the wilderness a!ld. refuge systems .. tve · 
. . . . . 

10 · urge. the Bureail to shelve ts present plans and take .another 

11 look at this unique island, _· 1-Te iook forward to commenting on 

12 a thorop,ghly...:revised wilderness-proposal. 

13' Thank you ·very. rtm~h .. -

.. 14 . MJL PRICE: Th.;mk you for your statement~ Mr. 

15 . Hession . 

. 16. 
. . 

·The n·ext witness_ is Showalter J .. Smith; representing 

17 the Calista Corporation .. 
- . 

18 MR._ SHITH: · I • d like· to say for the record;--honorabl 

". 19 committee members and Mr. Price, that I was born and raised on .. 
. . . . . . ·. . . . 

20 Nunivak Island. .Honorable members o-f th,e .committee relative_ to 

21 Public Law 88-577 hearing, my name ~s Showalter J. ~inith, Board 
. . . . . .· . . . . . . . . -

22 Nember -· and Chairman of. the_ Land- Committee for. Cal"is ta . Corporation, 
. . . 

23 · Due to the hearings concerning the- possibility of 

24 Nunivak Island to become a pa:rt of the National X.Jilderness Pre-

25 . . 

servation System, I. have several major points. to present for your 
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I consideJ;ation of~ which, I analyze, should have considerable weight 

2 for C~binet level and Congressioria.l determination.·· 

Nun:i vak, · a l , 109, 3 87 'a,cre is l~nd • specifically 

· · 4 ·. and· directly . affected ·by.· two Congressional act:i_ons~ Public Laws 
. . . 

5 92 ... 203 and 88-577, and· one Executive Order 1f5095. -of April·l5, 1929 

· sl Th~ugh I fully realize. the importance of Congressional and 

· 7 I · EXecuti~e Actions and_· the aspe~t of· _l_ and:...use planning within the I . . . . 
8 1 boundaries of our vast state, 

l. 

'9 1· .iri totatility, ·agree wi.th· the 

people·. 

stigma 

of 

of 

.Nuri.ivak a·nd I do not, 

setting aside ·Nunivak 

.10 Island as .a wilderness ·area since there are present.ly conflicting .. 
11 · laws in existence·. 

. ~ . .. ..::... 

12- The island became a Nunivak. Island R~s~rvation under · I 
I 

'1~ · J the late and . fanner· President Herbert Hoover's signature for three 
.. ·' . . . 

. 14 . _basic ·purposes: · One,· the Depa~tment of Agriculture would 

15 conduct experiments in. crossing and propagation -of .reindeer· 
. . . . . -

lS .and Hative Caribou; t:Wo, it ~vas contemplated at that tirne. to 

17 · ·have ''; .. expei:"iinents ·in reestablishing. the musk ox as a native· 
. . 

18 animal of Alaska ... II •. Finally, it wa:s set .aside ·11 
•• ' a-iso as a 

19 · ·preserve and breeding. ground for nativd bi~dp ·and wildgame. and 

20 ·fur-bearing animal~ ... 11
• However, the Execu tiv.e Order· did not eve 

· 21 mention anything. a"f?out ·the 'indigenous peoples . living_. off the 
. - . . . 

naturally grown forage and wildgame. Initially; vie therefore see 

23 
.· the absence of consideration for the Natives, and I· am positive 

24 

.25 

that the c~nserva tionists will only think of a Nunivak Kilderness 

area than about Native peoples. 
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. Approximately seven years after the passage of 

·2 
the Wilderness Act, the Alaska.·Native C1airris SettleTI1ent Act became 

.· 

3 . a reaLLty for al1Alaskah I'Iative·s. . A major item that the Claims . 

. 4 Act menticms ·is found ~in Sec-. 22(g). In partial terms of that 

5 

6 

7. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

section· and which it affects the. island, we find that: 

-· u •• _.lands lying within. the boundaries. of a 

National Wildlife Refuge on the date of th~ enact

_· ment of ·this Act shall conta_in a provision tha:.t 

such lands remain subject to .the laws 

govertling use and developmeri t of such Refuge )' . · · 

.See. 22 (g) directly affects·.· the ·sec. 2 (b) of the 

12 Wilderne~s~ Act. Sec. 2 (b) ~tates that~ 

.13-

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. . 
lfTbe .. i_nc.lli$i.On of. an area. iri th~ -Natt"ona1 Wild~rness 

·Preservation ·System,_ .. shall continue ·to be managed 
. . ' . 

by the Department .... having jurisdiction· thereover ... 

. . . ' .. . 
. . . 

Sec. 22 (g) has recently become a part of a law, and 

I analyze that it overrides Sec. 2 (b) since the Claims Act is 

.'jby Act of Congress~" Ho\.;rever, ·we should all understand that 

these two _particular sections may need· further legal· interpreta-

tions. 

Let us also proceed on other matters of pertinenc.e. 

Sec. 2 (a) of the Wilde-rness Act states. that "In order to a:ssure 

that an increasing population ... [be left] ... no lands designated 

·- . . . . 
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1 .· for preservatiOn and pr6tec.tion in· their natur·a.t condition ... (for]. 

2 present .and future generations. . of an enduring resource of 

3 wilderne~s. ,- · 

·4 When Ivan Petroff of the U. S. ·Revenue. Steamer 

.s 

6 

. . . I . 
. . . . . . . ! . 

CQRvJIN had a visit ·.at the island in, 1891, he found that· there. were 
. . 

. . 

appr~ximately .700 .people. The populus wer~ located at nine vi:Llag s 

·7 and small settlements along the coastal areas. The· 1970 census 

8 shows that there were 249 people wh.o were .located at Mekoryuk. As 

·s. · I analyze the :present situati-on and simultaneously deferring the 

jo national c_oncerris. of an .'increasing population,. it seems. th~t there 

. 11 is no "increasing _population; n but one which is decreasing the 

12 island. · · ·I . 
I 

' . . . . 
•13 .... r·-TuJ;ther .··know that several f-amilies have· moved to 

. . . 

14 ... Bethel,· and are. nd~1 residing there. ·Furthermore,. we have been 
. . . . 

.15 historically noted· to pres~rve and_ protect. the area for· at least' 
. . 

16 2, 000 years. It seems, Mr.· Chairmaf1, ·that the preservation of any 

17_ lands, again, is .forced upon us by the attitudinal concerns of 

18 . people WQO _in tpeir artaly~is clO not know yet how-' to accompli-sh \vlla 
,·. ' . .. . : . 

19 we have done for centuries. Nationally, we ~re now seeing. the 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

. . 

r.emriants of· the unconditional concerns of people over any iands · 

who do not seem to care for its preserva t:Lon and protection .. 

If they kne\v the meaning of subsistence economy, I am sure they 

would act as such. 

Sec.· 2(c) of.the Wilderness Act states that: 

"A -wilderness. in con_tras t with those area where 
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mah and his mm works dominate the landscape, 

. . . . 

is hereby recognized as an area where earth and 

its. community of-life are untrammeled by man, 
I . 

where tnah himself is a visitor who does not 

remain_~~.· 

We are not. vl.s ito:r:-s . of· the i? land .. - We have remained 

and will remain, in perpetuity, unless there is any forma£ act 

which is beyond our human comprehension. 

During the timei was taking notes at the October 
. .·· . ·. ' . . 

18, 1973 hearing at Mekoryuk, one elderly citizen\rerbalized that · 
. . 

1- directly affected (sic)· Sec. 2(c). He stated that the only 

Untrarnmeling Of :the land WaS the SC~l)eS Of man IS pathways Which 

crisscrossed the isTand due ·to '·mari Is need for b~sic survival .throurh 

a subsistence economy. I do not want to u~dermine certain indivi- ·. 
. . 

duals; however, I would like· to present an analogy. Some people -
. . 

1:vithin this room may have hunted for.~oo~e. During those. times·, 

they may-have seen the permanently located paths or moose on.the 

\vilderness land$. Are such pathways by both speci-:~s called 

untrarmneled? 

The same sec-tion further ~ tates that a wilderness 

·area is further defined as· art " .. area without permanent improve-· 

ments or human habitation ... ". :Hm.lever, the Executive Order 

states: 

"The establishment of this reservation shall not 

interfere with the use of the island for lighthouse, 
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. . . . . -

military, or ·naval purpose,· or with the construction 

2. of school 
. J ... 
houses, buildings, or other improvements 

3 by the Bureau of Education bn Nunivak Island;'' . 

4 The Wilderness .Act and the Executive Order are, 

---,--,. ____ 5 therefore, caught in a situation of quandary though the intents of 

6 Congress and the Executive Branch are comprehended by us.·· 

1· . Another point which directly affects Sec. 4(c) of 

8 the Wilderness Act is the herding and butchering of reindeer on 

.9. 

10 

11 

12 

.. 
the island. Since. it 

the reindeer •herders· 

is one· 

utilize. 

of the basic 

snowmachines 

economies for the peopi~; 

for herding purposes 
. . 

during the \vinter months. The same "ehicles have als~ been utiiiz d · 

for catching the musk. ox which·. are eventually shipped to other 

I_• '''13 . 

.. 
areas of our state. --·Th-e ·voic'es uf the p.eople at the October 18 

14 

[ 15 

16 
r 
l 

- 1'7 j 

' 

lS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 e 

· hecl.ring in the plain language of. Cuk said that the tundr.a is 

fully covered. by a blanket. of the hard and wind-blowri snow .. 
. . 

With such cover for the· tundra,. the tundra is not even affected 
. . 

by snowmachine. utilization. 

. the. conservationi~t~ and Departm§_Ontal officials 
. . . . . : 

are so concerned about the enforcement of the Sec .. 4(c),. I would. 
. . ' . . . . . . . .. · 

like to propose another form of. motor · d equipment, though it · 

· is prohibited uTI:der ~a.me •· As one IRA councilman of Mekoryuk 

stated, they should buy a hovercraft for the people to utilize for 

reindeerand musk ox herding. In my opinion, the motorized 

vehicle would just .blow a lot.of·airdirectLy to the tundra. 
. . 

The \vind blown would be like any wind that is directly blotving 
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1 onto the. ·tundra .. ·~.~ 

' . 
2 Within the p!frimeters of my. previous statements, 

. 3 I personally analyze that Nuni.vak Island is non-suitable to become 

4. an area· of land which "Y7ill have the status of a wilderness 

5. area. I recommend its non-suitability under Sec. 3 (c) of· the 

~-· -6· Wilderness Act. If some individuals are so· ~ohcerned about 

i 
L ... 

~-~. 
I 
I 
l-

f .• e. I 
I 
I 

r-
I 
I 

I. 

e 

7 its sui tabilit;:y, I would like to invite th~m to visit and live 
. . 

8 with the people of Hekoryuk during the. winter months. · Their 

.9 stay would only have· one condition, that tl-iey, inste.ad of·. 

.10 

u. 

J2 

13 

14. 

15 

16 

}7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

. 22 

23 

24 

25 

philosophizing about· wilderness ar.eas, actually practice it 

also at.their expense. 

Hr. Chairman,. I would like· to ·also read· a resolution 
. . . . . .· . . . . 

thatwas passed for the record by the people of Hekoryuk ·on 

February. 28, 197.3: 

''WHER£AS, ·.the Eskimo people have traditionally· 

used iargeamounts of land to support life.as 

we know it, and also our only means of surface 

transportation in the ~.;rinter is the so~called 
-

off-road vehicle; NOW RESOLVED, that the people 

Nunivak are unanimously opposed.to any restric

tions including the use of off-road vehicles 

which will preven.t any Eskimo people· from 

pursuing our traditional standard.of life. 

.BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this.resolution 

is to be· serit to Mr. Ro.ger C. B.· Horton, 
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Secretary q:f. the Department of the -Interior of 

the United States of America, Senator Ted 

Stevens,. Senator .Mike Gravel, and Hr .. Gordon· 

Watson,. Area Director of Bureau of Sports, 
. . 

Fisheries andWildlife." 

Mr. Chairman, I would also like to .submit for the 
· ... 

7 record the same resolution which is written in the Eskimo 

8 language, 

9 HR.-pRICE:. Fine. That will be enteredinto the 

.10 r_ecord in both l~mgu~ges. 

11 MR. ·sHITH: AnCl; Mr. Chairman, I would also like to 

12 submit for the :r::ecord an article concerning the same resolution; 

13 -'~hich was ,,pr:i.nted_ :tip by the: .:Lundr.a .Times on Wednesday, March 14_th, 

14 1973. 
. . . . 

15 MR. PRICE: . Fine. That will also· be entered and 

_16 received into the record if .you 1 d be kind enough. to leave· it 

17 -with ·the secretary. · 

MR. SMITH: Thank you very much. 

MR. PRICE: Thank you, . Mr. Srrii th. 

Next witness is Nr. John Shively, representing 

the Alaska Federation of Natives .. 

MR. SHIVELY: }tr. Price,· I ·won't take a good 

deal of your time. I don 1 t think I can add. a great deal to \vhat 

Mr. Smith or what Hr; Shavings said. t would like to make a 
couple of points on behalf of the Alaska Federation of Natives~ 

We agree \vith .the recomrilendation that the \vilderness 
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I I designation is inappropriate- for Ntinivak Is land. I think we shoul 

recognize that the~e ,g.re many people livingciut there that have 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

.9 

- 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16. 

17 

used that land for literally thousands of years, and-that when 

the .Wilderness Act was passed~ . it really was- not passed under the 

assumption that there \.fere people actually using :the island. It 
. . 

used assumptions that we use in a white, basically urban, society~ 

looking at. things like roads, buildings,· things that just aren't · 

1.1sed on Nuni val Is land. 

I think the· conflict that's pointed out in the 

wilderness report of snOY.liDachines. in the wilderness area is- an 

excellent one, although not the· only ·one the::te, Basically, 
. . 

in our soci~ty,· we use roads. In the Eskimo society at this 

_present time, 'they use sh6HJ:nachl.nes, which have replaced the dog 

team, and I think that's a basi~ confli,ct in the Hilderness Act· 

that was not intended. 

I think it shouid also be_ recognized that the 

Natives of Nunivak. Is land suffer unde~ sorne restrictions in t~1.e 
- -

18 
1 

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act that Natives in other parts 

19 of the State do_ not suffer- under. Even-· if the land there-
. . . . . ' . 

20 remained under wildlife refuge_ and is ncit placed in the \~ilderness 

21 

22 

23 

. 24 

25 

Act, · they can not go and use their lands as other Natives ln _ 

the State can. 

\.J'e are not opposed to the Hildlife Refuge designatio_·, 

but we v1ould like to point out that there are restrictions o_n 
. . . . 

the use of the lands-that the Natives will receive, both in the 
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amount of .lands they can receive and the vtay that· they can ·manage 
- . . . . . , . . . . ! 

these lands .. ·We. do not feel that additional :tes ict.ions should 

be placed on the Natives of Nunivak Is land. . And that is the 

substance of niy tes tim_ony. 

l1R. ·PRICE: ·Thank you, Mr·· Shively. 

Are .there any Other witne.sses who would like to 
-· 

speak oti behalf qf an organization? ·I believe that all the · 

. cards that I have nmv indicate individual testimony. · 

. what is. your name? 

l'1R .. SPA.a.l{CK: .Harold Sparck .. · 

MR. PRICE: That's .the one I 1.vas going. to .call next. 

MR. SPARGK: My name is Harold' Sparck. 'I work 

with Nunam Kitlutsisti, \vhich translates as"Pro.tector of the 

Lands'.' It's an or~anization established in Harch, ·1973 meeting 
. ' . . ' . . . . . 

·of the Ass-ociation of Village Counsel Presidents ·to develop en-

vironmental_· program for . the: area. 
. ' 

The villagers of Nunivak Island have constantly 

occupied the island for at least 2,000 years. · .. They have .been. the·. 

only individuals to have maintained aboriginal interests. in this 
' ' ' 

20 · island. The villagers feel.poorly:i,nformed.about iand.designation 

21 that are new ~nd ~ompletely be"tvildered with the ne\;, .land desig""' · 
. ' 

22 nations to supplant ·or cmgment the last rew .land designation a 

23 group from. the outside. placed on the island. 
' ' 

24 The Village Council of Hekoryuk still to this <;lay 

25 do not understand the wildlife refuge status of the island . 
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r ..... : __ _ 13 
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14 

I[ 15_ 

16 

At the October 18th hearing at Mekoryuk; discussion 
. . . :- . ·. 

opposed wilderness status. The conversations _o£- the villag-ers 
- -

related specifically to the villager:' s ·fear for their subsistence 

and the concern for the continuance of subsistence oh the island.-

The villagers of_the Association of Village Council Presidents, 

commonly identified as Calista Reg;ion, have scor.ned Western-_ 

technology arid tourism in fq_vor of protect-ing their subsistence. 

Life st;rle in the past, and in fact today, operate 
- - -

de facto wild_erriess as a natural :fact. Land in its_ life support 

systems are sacred and are soiey -responsible for the large village 
. ' •' . ' . . . . . .. 

- -

population and structure that exist·s in the area now. The people 
- -

have never encouraged and_have punished_ those who have harmed-

the L:ind. 

For these reasons, the villagers of the area 

wonder why new desigr{ationsshC:,uld be mad~ f~r these. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 

Along the_ coastline o£ the region, ·Federal 
' - -

17 - bird sanctuaries were creat~d without the kno~ledge' and c-onsent 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24-

25 

;:..":""·'------=-------

. . . . . . ' . . . 

- -

o;f the villagers lythe .authority of the Department of Sports 

Fisheries and Wildlife- in its interest _in protecting the spring 
- -

nesting areas froin indus trial or ml.neral degradation and seeking 

to maintain healthy and safe nesting areas that are so:much a 

part of the_ lives ·of_ the villagers. 

-The villagers cannot understand why the land has to 

be designated, and at a meeting at Toksook Bay in December _of-1972 

and again_in February of 1973, the-villagers of the ABCP Coastline 
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agreed. that no new land designations wouLd b acceptable unless 

~very village on the coastline agreed ·to the: designa.tion andthat 

the designation was initiated and administered through an activ~ 

policy making composed· of the villagers~ . 

To date, ·the type of Federal and Statecooperaticm 
. . . 

that would guarantee. this ';form of village education and policy. 
• < • • 

making aurhority has beeri lacking. . And it's in the same vein 
. . 

· that;: the. village speakers at the Mekoryuk hearing. continued to 
.. . . . .. . '. ' 

discuss subsistence protection and continuation, rather than 
. - ' . . 

refuge versus wilderness. · ·. · · · 

·.The Bureau of. Sports. Fisheries and Wildlife is thE: 
. . .. . ' 

only one to change its old.pattern of program development without 

.tJ::y:: ac.tiv.e ~par,tiG.i.pa.tio.rt of .the vilLagers and has worked to 
. . 

implement the intent of the ClaimsA,ct, including the regional• 

corporations and the 'villagers. in decisions .of policy affecting th 

region.. There is still ·a. J_orrg way to go.. But dtJ,ririg this time, 

both groups haye continuedto preserve the land 

state ~s ~ilderness: · 

its original 

It is ·withthis information that Nunan Kitlutsis 

supports the village of Mekoryuk in urging no new designations, 
. . . . . . . . 

but extensive. funding for public education to. allow the villagers 

of 1:-fekoryuk to fuliy understand the la'\.vs · governfng r.efuge a,nd 

wilderness and then to .allow these villagers to best determine the 

use of. the island ahd that presentl:;r contained within the existing 
. . . . 

· refuge and to have this decision then hased on knmdedge that the 
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·: 

1 . village fully 1Jllderstands what is. occuring and can -th.en decide. 

Sparck?. 

4· 

5. 

. ----· -~--,6 

MR. PRICE: Does that finish your st:atement, Hr. 
) 

· .· :t-1R. SPARCK: ·That's the statement: 

.HR. PRICE~ . Thank you very much. 

We're going to have to move· to the· individ1..1al. 

7 ·testimony at this' time and moving. in alphabe cal. order. The firs 

8 . witness is Hr .. Hendri¢kson ~ 

.9 MR .. HENDRICKSON: My name is Gil Hendrickson and I 
. . 

10 . was also borri and r se_d on Nuni vak Is land . I_have not been there 

11 · for a period -- I mean ·I have not been there for <;J.b6ut 16 years, 

· 12 but I still consider ·this 'my homeland and I'm very concerned about 

.13. what's happening around there. I would just like to ·respond to my 

14 
. . . ''' ,- ' ' 

-friend from· the .Sierra Club 
- . '· 

that· he should riot ~be the. one 

15 to try to set the_ examples, but that he should take. his recom-

16 
- . . ' . . 

mendations from .the Natives and see that the Natives of the island 

17 are the true conservationis.ts. · Conservationists will never be · 

.18 there ori the island,· they -v1ill never depend on the resources of 

19 the island foi the existence and they .just will never be there .. 

20 Once they've inflated the ~go, then they'll look to some other 

21 · · pLice ·far. to inflate.· their ego. again. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Concerning· the ~ational Hildlife Refuge designation, 

·I would just. like to point out in Executive Order 5095 -- I will 
. . 

not read the whole thing,. but I will underscore that it was for 

the purpose of conducting experiments iri the reindeer and native 
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1. 

1 caribou. ·r don 1 t knoW hOirl I!lUC.h hc:im~\V'Ork was, done before this 

2 Executive Order was establi~hed, but takin'g a look ·at themap, 

3 maybe we -can .·see· that a yery arbitrary. line ·Has. drawn for the 

4. b~undaries of th~ · t>Ji ldlife Refuge. It extends, oh, 25, maybe 30 

5 miles out into the. sea~ . You dori' t have to be a· zoologist to know · 

6 that .caribou and reindeer don 1 t populate the international waters,· 

there seems to be quite a bit of water covered in that area. 
. . . . . : . . 

I would just like. to say-something else about the .8 
. . . . . 

9 ·wildlife refuge. . The whole. area ·is covered and· designated as a 
' ' ' 

. 10 wildlife refuge. The very land on which my father 1 s house ends is 
' ' . . .. 

u· considered a wildlife refuge, arid I .don 1 t think he goes out under 

12'· the house for his animals and whatever. · And the graves of my 

13 :,_.gr..andfathe.r.f? _.ar .. e als.O. ,part .of the 1\]ildlife Refuge System. I don't 

14. 

·15 

16 . 

17 

18 

19 

2o 

21 

22 

23 

. 24 

25 

' . . . 

think anybody in Western society would consider putting their 
. . . . . 

·relatives· into·graves-in which.is ·part of-a national wildlife 

refuge system. 

One thing I would like to say'concerning the·island 

and the wilderness qesigriations as being proposed right now is 
.-

. ' 

that .the people of Nuni vak have ahvays owned the is land;· They 

have always -depended on the resources of the island for their .own 

very .existence.· And it ·'-:rould be my recommenda't:ion that they retur 

·the \~hole island to the people. 

· and they are the true owners . 

After· all, they are the owners 

That 1 s all I have ·to say. · 

M.R. PRICE: Thank you, Mr. Hendrickson. 
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17 

. . .. 

OWen A. Ivan the next witness. 

HR. IVAN: I have· attended the hearing at Nunivak 
·.·· ' . ·. . ' ' . -. ' . . . . . . . .. · ·.. .. 

Island·o~ the 18th of October and Lam with the Yupiktak P ta,. 

l.Jhat I gathered. here, I ~ave in ·. 
l. 

-Incorporated. at· Bethel, Alal;:)ka. 
. . . . . . . . I . . . 

iny notes here. The people of Nunivak were reminded a number of 
. . 

times that their statements if s\lbmitted after the hearing must 

be mailed to the.Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife. ·The 
. . 

address is Alaska Area Office, 813 "D" Stree·t, Anchorage, Alaska 

99501 zip code.. The hearing was translated and interpreted to 

Yupik •and concerned the ·city· ofNtmivak. Testiwonies were· taped 

at the time. 

According to the.testimony of residents.of_Nuniv<;ik, 

mos·t 'pe0p1:e--wer-e···ag'ains·t the. -oWi:l:·(l~r·nefS'S :Act, because the. people·. · 

_are, more.or i s, deprived of· the food they have been eating 

before white man came· to Alaska.· The.food they eat conststs of 

:!:ish. 
. . . . ' .· 

And talking .about fish, ·there is not .one kind of ish in 

Alaska; there is various. kinds ·of fish. And the other birds -,... 

18. talking <!_bout b_;!.rds ·, the citizens of Alaska, bef.ore v1hite men 

19 came, they have been eatipg all kinds of birds, wh~ther they 

20 white, black,. blue, yellow,· whatever the color is. And .the 
. . 

21 · people of Nuniva,k seems to be against the wilderness Act. Nubivak 
. . . 

22 doesn't want the Wilderness Act to deprive them. 

23 

24 

25 

I wish I could say and complain in any way, but .the 

statutes set by the United States of Americs, as we are a.citizen, 

must be followed ac~ordingly. 

Thank you. 
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'- .MR. PRICE: Thank you, Mr. Ivan. 

Esther Shavings . 

J:·1RS. SHAVINGS: My. name is Esther Stavings and I 

was raised and born on·Nunivak Island,-and I have traveled around 
. . the island with my husband in summertime. I also have traveled 

. ". . . 

in wintert-ime on the land in order_ to get food for my children_.-

7 . and for myself. Ny mother-in-law is pretty close to 100 years now 
. . 

and she have often told me that therewas somebody living on Nuniv k 

-s Island befol:e and she often say :vthy the whit~ people have to 
·. . . . 

. - . ' 

. 1() make restrictions on Nuni vak Is land v1hen she have used it free. ... 
. . . ·. . . '· . . . . . . 

11 She wants her children, her grandchildren, . her great g:r: andchildren 

12 to live·· freely onNunivak Island like she did earlier, in early 

. .13_ · dgys .. 

14 Now •. · the only transportation that _we are now using 
. . -. : . . . . . ' . 

15 snowmobiles, sno\vma'chines in wintertime. When you Hhi te 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

16 people are using cars for your trailsporta tion wherever you go' 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 . 

25 

us Eskimos use sriowmachines for our transpo;tation now adays _and 

we wish to use them as you are ·using your cars w·hi1e we're hunting 

food. for our childr-en and older people who can·' t hunt for them-
. . . . . 

selves, so we can use our land the way it was used before· like our 

ancestors-did, because we don't-'- we do not live only on steaks .. 

Us Eskimos both hunt and eat and \ve want Ol.lr children to be .like 

us. 

I do not want my ·land, the land of my children, 

the land of my father,. the land of my father'$ father to· be a 
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1 
, wilderness. T want it to be used like I was us1ng it for my 

children,. their children wpo will. appear in later years .. 
2 

-3 
'i'harik you. 

4 1:-fR. PRICE: Thank you, Mrs. Shavings. 

5 Next witness is.Hilrna Shavings. 

. 6 MRS. SHAVINGS: _ M.r. Chairman; Bureau of Sports 

7 _ Fisheries," Lad:ies and Gentlemen. My nam~ "is Mrs. Hilma Shavings 

s and I work for Alaska Court System as. Magistrate at Mekor_-yuk. I 
. -

9 do not speak very. good English, so I '-11 just speak in plain. 

10 language which all of us can u~derstand. 

11 First of all,. I do not wish to haVe Nunivak Island 

become v.Jilderness, Somewhere .along the line, the_people o£ 
. . . . . 

13 Mekoryuk received-letter from Dr. Flynn in Florida. ·The letter 

14 said the people of Mekoryuk .should request to bec;ome a wilderness 

15 so the island will be preserved and not become spoiled or polluted 

16 · .like some areas are now in lower 48. ·I· r~spect Dr. Flynn's con-. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

cern for us. Also, he mentioned that there was aproposed road 

around the .is land and possible military station 'v1hich he calls 

foolish. 
. . 

'.Je people of Nekoryuk kno~.;r nothing about such· 
. . ·. 

! 

21 proposals. I wish to support the recornrnenda tion. of Fish and Wild- .. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

life which \vas ~entioned on N\mivak Wilderness Study Act, that 
. . 

·Nunivak not be designated \vr;i.lderness. 

On myown side of story, that if it does become a 

wilderness,· it will be hardship for my pe()ple .even. if we are 
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allowed to hunt arid fish. Our way of living is hard, but it· will 
. . ....... · . . .. 

be harder. for us if it bec?.mes a ~ilderness.· 

. According • to the. Hilderness Act, we are not allowed 

to use snQVlinachines .. · .SnoVJ1Ilachines ~re great help to. us and eased 

5 ·.our way of ·traVeling t() hunting· and fishing. areas· iri different·· 

B 

9 .. 

10 

lt 

lf· 
13 

parts· of the island, not to me.ntion reindeer service, which does 
- . 

herding by snowmachir{es in wintertime~ :In summertime, they 

use All. T~rram 6-wheel vehicles. on a bare tundra. Fish and Game·. 

us~d· snoWITI~chines to herd muskox for t~ ansplanting and hauling . 
. ·. . . .. : .. 

animals.: Befote. sn6'wmachines ·came; vi~ had dog teams. Both: dogs 
. . 

· and people suffered hu~ger ofteri~~and some dogs dies. ofstarvation; 

because we. cannot keep up with the~r diet <ind carinot afford •. to 
. . . . 

buy feed,. ·dog feed; from store; . Sq,. therefore, dog team~. ar~ 

14.. ·long gone. 

15 When the' f{r-st snmv plane with aircra,ft eilgine· was,· . 

16 . intr.odu¢ed in 1950's; which is :20 years ago, just -about half the 
.. ··.·.. . . . . . . . . . . 

17 . families bought ~sed aircraft engine and built themselves snow .· 
. . . 

· 18 plane~ to go hunting with: ·.·Then i~ 1980's; first snow' J;Jlachine 
. . . 

19 came by 1965, . just about every ·faniily ovms a snow -machine or two 

20 snow inachines .. Snd-l;-7 machines are used for every activity in winte 
. . . . . . . ~ . .· . . . 

21 time. In summer, they start using 6-wheel All Terra:Tn vehicles, whi h 

22 . we call ·them chaparrals, which. travels on Tundra.. And now more 

23. families are now buying those-. These all will be conflict tO the 

24'r: 
\ 

25~ .. 

. : . . . 

Wilderness Act ari.d I doubt that residents will discontinueusing 

. of snmvmobiles and also 6'-w:heel All Teri:'ain vehic:I_es in their 

i 
\ 

. . 
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.l. the critical musk ox winter range. · These animals concentrate on 

2 

.3 

4 

the· few areas where the winds clear the ground of snow. These are 

concentrated. on. the west and south s of the isl<;:md. If these 
_. . . . 

areas ar~ not carefully controlled and protected from overgrazing, 

5 further dainage .could be done to -t:he :winter range,· thereby 
1
threat-. 

6 erring the survival of the musk oxen. Already overgrazing.· in the 

7 past has reduced .the lichen content. of· the dry tundra preferred by 

8 . the muxk ox from ·80% in tgzg to 12% in 1967. 'l'he competition 

_ 9.. between the mus·k ·ox -and reindeer for t-7inter range should be care-

.. }Q fully monitor~d. It does seem most unusual that the agency which 
. . . . . - ·. . . 

11 ·probably has most informq.tion concerning the wildlife and range 

12 conditions on Nunivak, the BSF &: W, is not included on the Native 

13 Co.r:,p.oration .Ac1v:iso.r_y .Gommi.ssion., .. which includes three represen-

14 6:ttives from Nunivak, a representative from BIA, a representative 

15 from the Alaska Fish and .Game Department· and a knowledgeable 

16 citizeri of Alaska. 

17 ·The second area o;f concern is the sea· bird rookery 
. . 

18 area oi1 the ·cliffs o the west side of the isL:md. ··My under-

19 ·standing is that these rookeries are one of the largest in 

20 North America. 

21 Again, it would seem a shame if we did not afford 

22 · these the highest protection ava:Llable. In connection with the 

23 bird use of the island and its surroundings, it is important to 

24 

25 

consider the 'extensive eelweed beds· found in the coves' arid 

bays .ori the south and east of the i.s land. ··. Eelweed is used by 
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·e 
l ducks and geese and. various marine life for food and by a. number 

2 of sea birds for nesting material~· 

3 ·Again, as was mentioned earlier with the. thrust .. 

4 toward off-shore drilling, it seems important to give these 
. . . . ' . . , .. 

5 . considerations and give them protection as needed. 'fhe third . 

S ar~a that I am GOncerned about is the crater area. It seems that 
.. 

1 the geologic aspect of. it certainly makes it unique and deserves 

8 wilderness status. Certainly, the use of snowmobiles by the 
. .· 

residents of Ntinivak presents c.ertain difficulties. Certainly, 

i ~- ·. 10 I feel that the:r should have these machines to do the herding as 

! ,_ ... 
l ~ 

e 

I 
L..: 

··n. 

14 

15 

IS 

17 

18 

.19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. . . .. 
they .are pr ently dqing-them. 

·.However, I do not think that this presents an insur- · 

. . 

that is be.ing taken in the current report. 
. .•.' 

. . . 

I believe that the other problems that are stated 

in the report are not of such .:i magnitude, to wa~rant the no-

wilderness recommenda on.· I would suggest·. that all the submerged 

lands, off shore rocks and islands,·. b~ recommended for \vilderness 

status. Further, I would suggest that the, rookeries and musk ox 

winter range area on the west of the island, the sand dune lagoon 

a;rea in the south an<;l the crater· in the south· certtral part of the 

is land be included· also .. · 

I do notbelieve. that the western areas are used 
. . .· . . .. 

a great deal during. the wintertime by. the residents. Of course 

not being th.ere, ·I. can only go by t~hat the repor 
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l •The onlY area that may pose a problem on·snowmobile 
/ 

·. 2. use might be. the crate-r: section, and if. this. is indeed the case, 

3. · it might be worth while to consider. a corrid-or through that. area 

4 for snm..n:nobile use to get to the southerJ:l. part of· the island. 

5 ·I do urge that you reconsider your recommendation and I thank 

6 you for your time. 

8 

.9 

MR .. PRICE: Thank you, :Hrs. 'fileston. 

Mr. ·Weston. 

MR. WESTON:·· When something like this· comes up~ 

young or old,· everybody ~ants t-o ·put in their two pennies. There 
. . . . . . .- . ·. . ' . 

are some people that _want my .land;. my home. They want to. turn 

that into a wilderness area, and me and my family are against 

that. So are some people in here tonight .. If-Nunivak becomes· 

a wilderness area,· T understand that there \vill be some restric-
. . . . . . 

ted use of· snowmachines. I haven't done very much homework on 

.this. I guess I'm still the same. I never did my homewoX"k in 

high school either .. . ' 

If I said that you couldn't use your cars in.this 

19. area, I think everybody would pe ag~ins t that. And I' rn against 

20 Nunivak being turned into a wilderness area. So, I'm not very 

-21 much used to speaking in public hearings like this. Tnis is my 

22 

23 . 

24 

25 

. . . . 

first time here. But all of my people. are against Ntinivak being 

turned into a wilderness area and 'tvith progress, · snowmachines are 

the only way we·. can get around now. We don't use dog teams. anymor 

So I hunt for Nunivak. • I just don't want Nunivak to be ttirned · 

'·'· 
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into a"wilderness areq. Thank you. 

MR. PRICE: Thank you, Mr. Weston. 

Is there anyone else that ~is6es to maka .a stqtement 

before we close the hearing? 

11R~ OWEN:· My name is Martin~ Hartin 0\v-en .from· 

6 Emmonak, Alaska, located at . the .mouth of the Yukon River. I· am 

7 not from Mekoryuk, but I am concerned a'bout the Mekoryuk people. 
. . . 

8 I have.learned and.listened to them and I'm well aware.of their 

. 9. · concern· about th~ island. ·I think there are just more· than one 
. .· . . .. . . . .. ' . ·_ ' . 

10 alternative that the :Hekorytik can take .. 

n First of all, they could go. vrilderness area, and I 

12 think they could choos~ to remain \vi.ldlife, National Wildlife 

.. 13 .Refug.e.
1 
....• and. ,I .think .;:th.ey,: . .als.o .. ha.:v_e the .. choice under Section 1'9 (c)· 

14 of the Act to retain as a reservation, and also T know. they 

IS could also leave· the is.land open to public·. :These. are some of· 
. . . 

16 the. alternatives that the Hekoryuk people should be informed of. · 

17 But, of course, numper one, Isuppor:t th~ people of. 

18 Hekoryuk in their ~fforts not to have Hekoryuk a wild~rness area. 
. - - . 

19 I'd like to j u~ t make it plain . so that. people can understand here .. 

20 I do not hope those people that came in .;.._ I ·don't know the 

21 residents. But suppose we make Anchorage area a wilderness area? 

22 No more roads,. no ~ore road construction, nothing, nothing without 

the permission from the government; no improvements without specia· 

24 red tape, long work, etc. This is exactly wh.ta the l1ekoryuk 

25 people are facing. A wilderness area is. an area designated only 
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1 to be us·ed and preserved and not touched by human beings. 

2 Mr. Chairman, we hav_e no choice. There are people. 

· 3 · that· are living. iri Nunivak Island that probably are not going to 

· 4 be forced to go 011 t scime~;.rhere else. Nunivak Ts land has a future. 

5 In Nunivak Island there. is' clay_ that they could make pottery out. 

6 ·of. In Nunivak Is.land, they like to use some gravel froni the 

·7 wilderness area to ITlake roads and to improve their airport. Nuniv k 

8 Is land has a potential for shrimps, . to construct ai1d build thefr 
. . . . . . 

9 cannery at the southside of the island. .Nunivak Island has 

·10 potential for sole, halibut. _ · I c). on 1 t thin:k that Nunivak people 

11 . could live for- the rest of their life with such as this. They got 

12 

13 

14' 

_to plan long-,.range ·plans. And, of co~rse, the Wilderness Act . -

-does not p~rmit aTl oi these things to happen. · 

In the Executive Order of President Hoover in· 1929, 

15 he totally forgot about the people of Nu~ivak Island: The only· 

16 people that were protected the only ones ·that protected were 

17 the animals of the island, the reindeer and the musk ox and the 

)8 b ds and the fur<hearing animals. But the most important thin:g 

19 ' . is the people that are living on. it. I think the_people here 

should consider those people that are living in 11ekoryuk. People · 

21 in Mekoryuk vmnt·, at· lea!:) t, .to .have some freedom. They- are 

22 

2S 

24 

25 

crying for freedom. They have been crying for freedom. But 

right now, _even though it 1 s not a wilder·ness area, if it's 

declared as a national wildlife area, those people will have to 

. live by rules and regulations of the Federal Government. They 
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town and make roads around the island towards industry,. to make 
. . - - . ' . . . 

1 i. don ,· t· have tf\e eedom that the people Anchorage·, Fairbanks, 

2 I Sitka. and· all those other beople have to develop their town, 

to make improvements, to get. w·ater and: sewer sys in the 

. :--:---'----..,._5_ docks, ·to make reservations .for the erosions that's happening 

6 · rt~ht now. in Ntinivak Island. 

.;~ 

t_ 
(· 
L..: 

I just cannot see Nunivak land become a wilderness 

area and enclose those people without any fr·eed~m at alL 

. 9 1 ·I think that wilderness will take.· all the. freedom that the 
. . . 

10 Nunivak people have,. And, therefor~, I object .to the wilderness· 

p a:r;ea system for Nunivak Island. 
. . . 

12 Nunivak Island is only }0 ·:miles, 40 miles long, just 

: l e ''1'3' .:errougrf'"an··-area 'tO ''g:tJ.pptYrt: 'fhl:; pt:Wple:of Hekoryuk. I am from the . 
l -

1 
' 

.. 

e 
l ~.' 

I I __ : 

[ 

!'4 lower Yukon River, like I mentioned before~ . We 11se a vast area 

15 land to subsist, t:o the type of sub.s is terice and .living. So · 

-16 the· peop~e. in Mekoryuk are very limited to .the. number of acres 
. . 

. . . 

·17. that they have to cover in order to make their ~iving~ That's 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2~ 

23 

24 

25 

1 the.statement I·warit tomake, Mr. Chair~n. 

MR. PRiCE: Thank you for ycmr s~ta t ement, Mr. Owen. 

Next witness is Nark· Ganapole~: 
. . ~ 

MS. GANAPOLK: I. am Hark Ganap.ole,. representing 
. . . . . . . 

the Alaska Wilderness Council; Limited, Post Office Box 4-470, 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503. 

In 1964, .the Congress of the United States passed 

.the Wilderness Act. The Act: is not terribly difficult to 
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12 
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14 

IS 

-.· 16' 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 
I 
' I 
I 
I 

~ .· . 

understand, nor is its purposes vague· or unspecific, except in . 

th~ hands of· agency personneL 

- .ln 1929, ,;1n Executive Orqer established the N"~Jniyak 

Island Reservati.on as_ follows: ' j 
nReserved from settlement, location, sale or entry, .. 

. . . 

. and· from classification and lease under the 

.. ·.·provisions· of th.e Act· of March 4, 1927 ~ · TJ:lis area 
. . . ' .· . . 

is se apart· for. the use· of the· Department of·. 

.·Agriculture in conducting ~xperiments and cr6ssing· 

'.and propagation of reindeer and Native caribou, 

. ·for ·cont-emplated experiments in. reestablishi-ng the 

. musk ox as a nati~e animal of Alaska, and· also as 
. • . . - ! 

··a pT·e•se:rve and ·Greeding ground for the native 

··birds and wild game and· fur-bearing animals for 

carrying out the purposes of. the Alaska game law. '.1 

. . . . . . . . . . 

·. In 1930, an Executive Order enlarged.· the. reservation· 

. as a refuge. and breeding ground for _,;;.ild birds and game and 

. fur-bear_i.n~ animals). subJect to. existing r;Lghts . 

. In 194.0, the ·name. was changed to Nunivak ·National· 

. l.Jildl ··Refuge and permitt-ed landing of· aircraft for public 

access, use and recreation. 

.. In .1972, migratory game bird hunting. was authorized 

along with the. hunting of·upland game animals and trapping.. Also 

authorized was sport fishing, hik:l.ng, camping, and other associat-
. . . . . . . 

ed activities .. The use of the area for scientific study was 
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·After.reading the Nunivak Wilderness Study report, 
. . . . . . . . 

. . . . . 

indicatip.g the. is land is a wilderness even today,. and meets the 
' 

wilderness character criteria under the Act, the 0 'Henry· ending 

is indeed a surprise; reconnnendation, no wilderness. 
i 

And ail 

6 because the Eskimo residents of· the island have and use snow-

7 machines. Fantastic. 
. . 

8 In 1972, Senator Church spoke to that-particular• 
. . . 

. . . 

--· 9. type ofproblem· and problem solving i'n the Senate subcommittee 

10 hearing· on sev:eral National Park ~~ilderness proposals. Senator 

11 Church was iri:·l961 the floor manager of the Wilderness Act in 

12 the Senate and as such may speak with sorae .. authority 11 years 
·~ 1 

13 ... la.te.r ... ,_::fhe -~J?,ar.k .. ,S.er:v:.i.c.e JJNa,s. ,n.o,t x.e.~.ommending the surface of 
. . . . 

14 Grater Lake or Yeliowstone Lake .as wilderness due to the motorboat 

15 and aircraft landing use already customary, ·senator Church said, 

16 "The bill eXpressly provides that any restrictions that may appLy 

17 in a wildernes.s area. are made subject to existing rights. By 
. . .. 

18 the same token, I offered an ammendment ~6 ~ake it clear that the 
. . 

19 use o"f motorboats .or landing of aircraft, where pieviou;:;ly 

20 established,, could.· continue ... and that a:mmendment passed the 

21 Senate by a voice vote." 

22 He continued saying, ''In the ab.sence of good and 

23 
. . 

substantial reasons tb the cont~ary -~ and I mean specific. case 

24 by case reasons -- the boundaries of wilderness areas should 

25 embrace · all ~vild land. . There is no· L3wful policy_ basis for 
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IDassive exclusions ··ofqualifi~d .lands on which no devel-opment is 

plani1ed. 

· - "I call your _attention to the important and often 

neglected distinction betw~en the definition of wilderness. suit"". 
/ 

ability. _which is found in Section· 2 (c)· of the .Wilderness Act 

and the provisions governing management of an area of viilderness · 
. . . 

once designated, which are found in the various subsections· of 

Section 4 of the Act._ It was not the intent of Congress that 
. . . 

the Section 4TI1anagement provisions be applied as criteria and 

standards -for .adding an -area- to the Naio:nal Wilderness Preser

vation Systems. The test of suitability of an area for wilderness 

designation is sill1ply and solely in_ the _definit~6n of wilderness_ 

. in .. Sec.t.ion .2(q), .wh.:lch i~t. a .xeasoona.b:Le., •. f.Lexihle _definition, 
., -. . 

restirig basically on a balancing judgement of .the imprint of 

15 .man's work being 'substantially unnoticeable; within the _proposed · 

16 wildernes~ entity." · 

17 · The Senator continued and discussed existing private 
- . 

18 rights; " •. ~ note that these ·prohibitions· (S~cti on 4 of the 

19 Wilderness Act.) specifically exempt th~ situation of existing priv te 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

. . -

rights ... W'nat the Act intends arid .contemp1.3.tes is that small 
. . . . . . ; . 

private inholding which constitutes established private rights-

or-privileges may be_encoinpassedwithin the boundaries of 
. . . . 

a wildern~ss area and need not be specially enclaved or otherwise 

segregated in the wilderness area within which they lie. T.o- the 

degree that prohibitions in the Wilderness Act would infringe 
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. on_ the exercise of the private right, they are exempted from the 

control of those prohibitions by virtue of the cont:rolliJ1g 

3 
phrase that these. prohibi.tions are· 1 subject to existing private 

4 rights. '" I 
5 It would seem from,..,thi's that the E.skimo land selecti • n 

. . .. 

6 as well as their. preViOUS USes and rights to.· USe of- Sn()wmaChine 

7 -within the refuge does not in any way make a wilderness. classifica 

8 tion impossible. 

s· 

10 

11 

12 

i3 

14 

15 

-Th.e Alaska Wilderness . Council reflects the· Nunivak 

nori.:..~ilderriess proposal arid suggests the- Bureau of Sports 

Fisheries :and Wfldlife do their. job and stop wasting our time 

and money Ori soddy merchandise. 
.l ... 
' . 

MR. 'PRICE: Thank you for ·your statement. 
. . . . 

Next-witness is Edward Hoffmari. 

:r:m. HOFFMAN: I'm the president of the Ala,ska Villag 

IS . Council Pr.esidents. I came to tmm yesterday and I heard about this 

17 meeting here and somebody told me the ·meeting was going to be. 

18 at 7:00 -o'clock at· the Loussac. Building .. -I went up there. and 

19 all the doors were· locked. Sci somebody called me up and told me 

20 it wa:s here. ··I didn't come prepared pere with a speech for 

21 you fellows, but I got a few words· to say. The people of 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Nunivak are in a pretty ha.rd way, you know, and they shcmld be 

heiped .. If-you fellows make that a wilderness, the people can't 

go no place. They cannot run. thei~ snoWI11achines. They just have 

to stay in their own land, what they give them, maybe the· township. 

56 B Bt I .COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
401 K STREET 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA·99.501 . 



\-- .. 
.e 
' .. 

I 
' 

.,. 

1 

e 

1 . ·If they want· to go hunting, they cannot go outside of the town-

2 ship. I'd like to tell a little story,. hb\.J ·the first. white 

3 man camE;. to Nunivak and took over the is lan~ if I may .. 
" 

4 The. first white -- · the Game Commission came over· 
i 

s . to Nunivak in the 1920's and they. gqt a hoid of a· school teacher· 

6 and got the school teacher o sign the papers. and that·'.s. why 

7 Nunivak '>vas a reservation. The school teacher did not tell nobody 

B of the viilage what these people came for until about .three or 

9. four months. you _know, which the Game .Commissioner in .them days 

10 they should·h~ve had a meeting, which they_didn't,·you know. And_ 

11 that's the doWnfall of the fish·and.wildlife over at Nunivak 

12 · Island. .\ . j" ., 

.. And I., .myself., .x.zould re·caiJ}mend the Board to do not 

14· make a wilderness-out.of the·. N:univaklsland. It shouldstay. 

· 15 as it is, .as a reservation, so ·the ~eople can go where and as they 

16 please. on the is land where. they were born. Some of them 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

'22 

23 

24 

25 

. . . . . 

may never get out of that. island. They will stay there, you. 

. know, their generatiotis from back from the .f·irst ~ back 'til now 

and maybe before. 

So I wish this Boardwould :took at.it and see what 
. . . . - ' 

they can do for the people of Nunivak .. And. that's all I have to 

s~y .. 

MR.. PRICE: · Thank you, Mr. Hoffman. 

Is there anyon13 else who wants to make a·statement? 

i.l ·. ·(No response) 
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1. ·Since there is no one else, it no\v becomes my 
) 

2 d~ty to close :the hea·ring. Before doing so;· let me remind you 

9 that the hearing retord will be kept open fcir 30 days after the 

6 

8 

date of today's hearing, October 24th, for the filing of 

written statements or other material. ·While the Department of 

the· Interior· invites written expression on this wilderness 
' ' 

proposal at any time~ in order-to. be made a part of the official 

hearing record, allwr:Ltten expressions must be in the office 
' • • ' r • • 

9 of the Alaska Area Director, Anchorage,· Alaska, in 30 days .. 

10 ·After that date,written advise·should.be sent to the Secretary 

Jl of the Interior, Washington D. C. or the Dfrec tor of Sports, 

12 Fisheries and Wildlife, Washington D. C. _ 

"13 Anyon~ wishing a· copy of the transcript should. make· 

14 . personal arrangements with the reporter. I wish to thank everyone 

15 for your. cooperation given during this h~aring. And .since· there 

16 is nothing further in connection \vith the hearing and no more 

· 17 testimony or evidence to be offered, the hearing stands adjourned. 

IB Thank you. 
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B & I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
. 401 K STREET 58 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 



f 

L .. 

I_ 
·' 

' . ·~. 

I 

1 C E R T I F I C A T E 

2. 

· . 3 ,;r., Jeannie A. Gnass, Notary .Public in an:d for the· State of 

4. Alaska, residing at Anchorage, Alaska, and Certified· Shorthand 

5. Reporter for .the B ' & I· Court Reporting Service, do hereby 

6 certify: 

7 That the foregoing Nunivak Wilderness Study Public Hearing 

8 · for the U. S. ·Fish and Wildlife Service. was taken before me on 
. . . . . . . 

·s·. the 24th day of. October, 1973, at the Lotissac·Library, Anchora,ge., _·. 

10 Alaska;·. that the foregoing hearing is·a true and·correct transcrip-

11 of the proceeding to the bes·t of my knowledge and ·ability, taken 

12 't>y me in stenotype and thereafter trahs cribed. ,' 

'13 . 

14 

_15 , ...... 

16 
; 

/· GNASS, G.S,R. 
17 
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B & I COURT REPORTING SERVICE 
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. . " 
.. ~ •, .. -- .:-- . " 

. · .. ·. . · · • Tundra Times, Wednesday, Marchl4, 1973 Page 5. 

/,. . ·[ c· ' fJ---n .,.- -n. ~y11~ ~?'A 'Ji1"Ml~ ~··'"::' 1l ~~.;--'""' (r~ ~·.,o ·~§ , t:\· ~:.:-~ 
J;O . are _ 'Jlvi~v_.it- "~ iU!.Jt.~o .!i.aJ1Jl8.!i~cl>C uiw..:~-111 f:-\0-.:..=- ... 

r.. ~One way of m~ett~g 7i' 1., .·· .AJ n .. 't. !'!77. . . v .... . · · · . . 0 ~; P. .d rJj ~ ... : 1 · . 
. I IS t?draw u~·~r.. ~n~ .z.: OdiS _l,l_SO ;_;o_n vt ant ,J;.~eiJtnCtl.~T'...S on . . JJ •.:;..tOa y eJ;,~-·CzBtl 
: Si:':IVICeS Of C.!l"ttlie:l · . .. . . .. . · · 
d\~ivcs. By MARGIE BAU~l.::\N ion," said a village spokesm:m. hasn·r seen fit to .tra~.slatc the. 

"It's bc~n more th:m a year Act imo the Yupi;,;, hn;g'Juge,'' · 
..,..........,.~~.._:_.,..,i-:-tl MEKORYUK. NI,JNIVAK IS. since the Alasb S:nive Ci:ums ne s::~id.. . · ."- ·. ; ·.. . ·. 
~ ~ .. -~- ~~.: ·· · .. · -~ · ·l -In their Yu'Jik Eskimo tongue, was passed. Stili the people The . residents of ~!ekoryuk. 
?/ .. .::'. ~;;_- ~ ~- ~ . the people of· ~iekoryuk. told it can't underst:Ind the Jet. We not w:mring to lose :mything in 

_: !ike H is - they oppose restrict~ ie::~iized we h:.td to ge( inform:n, the translation eirh-::r. :.:::ii pi:l~r.-
. iojl of any kind that .\vould pre- · ion second hand. sC11ce a ior of. !v in Yupik. th~t the-v-.vant0ci'no 

~ . .vent them f:orri pursuing 'life people on the is!aP.d don"t.soe:lk . r"estrictions on oft:road veniC\es .· 
~ · . :~s they know it. · English arid· something is lost in ·on the two miilion acre ·,siana,-

CARVE::J rVGRV. ~ · Their resolution was present- . the translation~· The _government their :mcestialhome; 
•1!NG~ r.NO C7!-!tl'l. . - . - k 

- i eo February 28 at :\1~koryu_- to · 
IA.'\1 AilTS.. . ' l . f I .................... 

- ~ Gordon Watson,- Director o t1e. . Xrv?- v" 

::. ,. 
"' _ .. 

.. . 

1:.·· - ... =t t : ") •• r
"- . -~·i: i; .l •· . . : . . . 
Jf~_.( • ·' ... ' .. '·' :~ .. ...... . - . .... -

'e'dictable \\:hen 
if savings plan 
think. Just set 
I . . . 

U.S. llurt::.~u of Fish .and Wild- <) _ t<:\ 
)if~, and Other government O!·· .A. ~ !l 'l O · \ 

fic~al_s who c:~me ~o ask thetr V 9n PJ n, ~ --::: !.<" ~~ -~-~· · ;'.:1.~~r)~ rp~ "?""! ~ n\1 
opmwn on resmc~tves uses of /\ -....:..J0 u J ~ J j ~ ·-.'-::; Jj.··.:i ~ ·!;:J tJ \:.?,3 t.! LJ ;,.,-;:J_ Ji:):) 
off~road vehicles on restricted \.f ·-- v 

8 . A 
wildlife lands. · ~,.. · • 

Nunivak Island won the ~·- Y 
. ~ ··x·: 

dubious distinction of be..::oming ' . · 
a federal Wildfife. Refuge when i.\ . . ·. \ , . . . . · .· .. 
tte federal government brought f La:Jt call for. spring' sailing of. .:.x..,_ . 

,.musk ,.ox "to ;th.e js;land ,to .raise •') . · f 
three years ago. Prio·r to that, ('1. · ·· ""'u)p'j 'L.TS-rnl· f '!'> " · • ·. 'l·. · 
t!:~ federal · government also-:~· ll'U.i. t .z.."-1 · .1'-..Lli • ' 
ma~e ariother move that gr.eatly './ . · f) 

•. affecte.d .. :l .. <! lives 'of thi! pebp~e. 6.·~ . We c.an ae. lib~T tv the\di;_ .. c!z . .:.~," . 
on that tsland: · · 

The Bureau of lndiin Affairs · · 4} 
. built a sch~ol on .the north side·/\ in Sean"le. thru. Jiarch 301.}i. <.\. 

of the 1sland · because the .../ 'J 
weather w;;,:; i::::s hazardous. to () ·· . . .. . . . . . . ~ 

the~~~~~ hunting and fisi1ing <). . GET YOl.IR ORDER IN NO ~p! <i 
js done on _the_ SOUth sidc of the <} . ·. . .·.. . . . . ·. . . . . . v 
island, the people se tried at. .'\: ·. o·· r"" ~ n:,, o c 1 ~ U' I"\ 0-!\, .II""' 1"'\ ([, · 
Mekoryuk,on:thenorthside,toV .· ivi\6-i C:!. ·J1 .;;:>· i'~,!'-.1.\...o.. , · 
be near the schooL In .winter,') P.O • .Box i0664. Ballard. St:Jtion · . · -~. · 
hi.mters travel by .snow machine ~~ . Seattle, W a.shing.ron . · . • 
to herd reindeer. and gather \1: · · · . . 
other foods. · - · · · ~~~ . · 
. When a.sked by the govern-
ment what thev thoultht about ' ,...-----""""'.......,...__ __ ......._~· :.2 ::-=::::::~~~=~!;."~2 . 
restricting off·r-oad ve-hi~les on .rj. · f\.~ -~ &? 8 :-Q ~· .· -~-· 
their island, the. more than .:200 : · M.· \J ~ ~ 61_:·,,~ -~ 

·residents ·of · Mekoryuk were i 
naturally veheffient in ..theii : 

P 
. J' .The Usibelli Corporation and its subsidiaries Usibelli 1 res onse.. . _ · . · · · · · · · · • 1 

The response in. Yupik came Coal Mine, Inc.; and Fairbimks Air Service, Inc .• are· t,· 
-na. turally. ··we didn't want to f equal opportunity emotoye~s. ·. Job opportur\ities are .11 . 
lose something in the transl.at• open to any qt;aliiied person without regard for race.·. q 

color, creed, religionor sex. You will be notifi!=!d when H 'iin~avings 
r.at- u'l! be __ -:_ ... _·~-- ...... -~· ..... ·"..;.; ·'"' '· specific job· openi'ngs o~ccur.. Openings will probably · fJ 
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Honm·ab 1 e Wi 11 i am A. Eaan 
Govtrrior• of A 1 as ka ~ 
Pouch A 
Juneau~ Alaska 99801 

· Dear Governor Egan~ 

· Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anch6rige, Alaska 99501 

SeptewuJer 5 5 1973 ' . i 
I 

·This will infqrm you of a public hearing HhiGh will be heid on October 
17, 1973, at the schoo1house in Hekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska. and 

·coritin!,!ed·on.Octobcr 24~ 1973, atthe Z. J. Loussac Library, Anchorage, 
l\laska. The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain public \dews_ on tiw ·_ 

. non•suitability for vd.lderness classification of N.univak National_-
. Hildl ife Refuge. ·. ·· ,· · 

The H"ilderness Act of September· 3; 1964 (78 $tat.890), directs the Secre
tal~y of the Interior to revie1·/every roadles.s area of 5,000 acres or 
mot"e and every r·oadless is1 and Hi thin the Natf or1a 1 IH 1 dli fe ·Kefuge System 
\'li thin ten yeat·s of the effective date. of the· P1ct and report to the 
President his ;~ecommendation as to.th~ suitability Oi' non-suitabi1Hy 
of each such a:rea as ~-li 1 det·ness. 

-The Hildet~ness Act also provides that, as Governor of the State .in 
which the national ':'dld1ife refuge is locatedt you are to be advised of 

· the proposed action and that such coj;1ments as yo.u may cal~e to make on it· 
\'li 11 be-i nc1 uded by tt1e Secretary of the Intedor \11th ~any recon1.'11endati on 
he may make to the President and v1hich the President may make to the 
Congresswith respect to the proposal. Enclosed is a copy of the study 
sumrnat•y and .a not ice of pub 1 i c he a 1~i ng on the rna ttet. 

You ·are inv·ited to present your viev ... s at the public hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by November 23, 1973 .. Should you wish to discuss 
the_ matter;· I i'lil1 be g1ad to meet with you at a time and place of your 

·choice. 

Enciosures 

GHH:sd 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon H. Hatson 
Alaska Ar~a D1re~tor 



- , . 
.. 

Ala~ka Area Office 
ifi 3 D Sh·eet 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5; 1973 

The Honorable James A. Haley, Chairman 
Cotir.Jittee on Interior and Insuiat i\ffafrs 
Lon~}Vmrth House Office Building 
~Jashington~ D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressma~ Haley: 

This will inform yOu that a public heafing Will be held on October 17~ 
1973, at the schoolhouse iniftekoryuk. Nunivak Island, Alaska, and r 

-----continued on October 24~ 1973, at the Z. J; Loussac Library in Anchorage; 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing is to ascertaih public view~ on the 
non-suita.bility for v:ilderness classification of-f·~univqk !"Jationai 
Wi 1d 1 i fe Refuge. 

- -

The Wilderness Att of September 3. 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs that 
the federal and_ state .agencies- concerned be ad vi sed of the propos a 1 ~ 
The Secretat~y- of the I nteti or Hi Tl consider any vi e\'/S you care to sutlffitt 
with his reco~nendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your committee at~e copies of the study 
sunmat·y and theJpublic hearing notice-on the matte\< · 

He invite you or your authorized representative to present the Vie'.1S of 
the committee at thtwublic hr1ring or to-submit them to~me in writing 

-by Novemi5er 23. 1973. 

GHH :sd 

Sincerely-yours~ 

Gordon W. Watson 
Aiaska A}~ea Director 
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Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

The. Honorab 1 e Leonot K. Sullivan, Cha i n'loman 
CoP..mittee on Herchant ~!Iarine and Fisheries 
Lon~1orth House Office Building 
Hashington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Sullivan: 

This Hill infonn you that a publiC hear·ing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoo1ho\JSe in Hekoryuk~ fluriivakisland, Alaska, and. 
continued on October 24, 1973, it the Z. J. lous~ac Library in Anchorage, 
1\laska. The ·purpose of tht~ hearing is to ascel~tain public viei;-lS on the 
non-suitab"ility for \'/ilderness classlfic:at·ion .of ilunivak ;·!ationa1 
Hi1dlife Refuge.· · · · · 

. . . 

The Hilderi1ess Att of September 3.1964 (78 stat. 890) ,- provides that 
. fed era 1 and state agencies concerned be advised of the pt·oposa l. The 

Secretar·y of the Interior v/.111 .consider any views you care· to su!Jmit · 
\vith his recommendations to the President or to Congress. · 

Enclosed far tile information of your committee are copies of the study 
summary and the public hearing notice on the. rnatte1'\. · · ·-

We invite you or your authol~ized representative to presen!, the.viei·Js. of 
the corr:rriittee at the public heat•ing or to sut.F.:lit tllem to me. in writing 
by November 23~ 1973. · · · 

Enclosures 

G~M:sd 

Sincerely yoursc 

Gor·don H. Hatson 
.i\H.s ka · At~ea Director 



Alaska Area Office 
D13 D Str·eet 

Anchor~ge, Alaska 99501 

The Honorab 1 e lleriry t-1. Jackson~ Cha i i.:rnan 
Committee on Interior nnd Insu1ar 1\ffairs 
Suite 3106, ~ew Senate Office Bu~lding 
Washingtbnf D.C .. 20510 · 

Dear Senato~ Jackson: 

Septembei~ 5 ~ 1973 

This \'Jill fnform you that a public heat~ing will be held on October 17, 
197"3~ at the sclloo1house in 11jekoryuk~ Nu.nivak Island, Alaska, and. 
continued on October 24, 1973; at the Z. J. Loussac Ubrat~y in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing 1s to ascertain pub·l tc vie~ts on the 
non-suitabiH'ty for vdlderness cla$sificati0:1 of Nunivak National· · 
~Ji1dlife Refuge. · 

The ~~ildemess Act of Septemer 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), dinects that 
the federal arid state agencies concerned be adVised ofl the proposal. 
The Secretary of the Intetim~ VJill consider any v.ieHs YOL1 car~ to submit 
with his. recommendations to the President and to Congress .. 

. . 

Enclosed f'or the information cif your committee are copies· of the study · 
surm1ary and the public hearing notice on the matter. ·· 

. . . . . . . . 

He invite you or your· alithori zed representative to present the views of 
the corr.mittee at the public hearing or to submit then1 to iTI8 in wdting · 
by November 23, 1973. · · 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon H. Ho.tson 
J\1 aska Al~ea Director 

Enclosures 

Gh!Vl: sd 
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Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

·Anchorage~ A1aska · 99501 

Septernber 5, 1973 

The Honm~able Donald Young 
United States House of Representatives 
1210 Longi'Jorth House Office Building 
Hashington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Young: 

This \'fill infOl~m yqu of a public hearing on Sc~;ober 17, 1973> at the 
schoolhouse in Nekoryuk, fhm·lvak Island~ l\laska, and continued· on 
October 24, 1.973, at the Z. J . .Loussac Library in /'nchorage~ P.1ask:=t. The 
purpose of the hearing is to .ascm~ta'i n public views on the non-suitability 
of Nur\ivak iiationa1 i~ildl1fe.Refuge for' vtilderness classification .. · 

The \'li lderness Act of Septemi)er 3, T964 (7BStat.i ago·}, dit~ects the 
Secretary of the Interior to revi e'.fJ VJi thin ten years of the effective 
date of the Act every roadl ess area of 5,000 actes or mote and evel~y . 
roadless island 1·1ithirt the t'iat.ional Hildlife.Refuge System and report 
to the President his recommelldation as to the suitability· or non-· 
sui tab i 1ity of each such area as \'li 1 derness. · · · · 

' . ·. . . . . . . 

· Any comments you may care to make v;fll be included by the Secretary or 
the Interim~ with any recor,.mendations he rQay make to the President and 
Hhich the Presid~nt may make to the Congress with r~cspect to the p1·oposal. 
Enclosed is a copy of the study summary and a notice of public hearing · 
on the matter'. · 

You are irivtted to present your views at the public heari~g ur to submit 
them to me in writing by November .23} 1973. ·Should you \·tish to discuss · 
the matter~ I \'till be glad to meet with you at a time and place of your 
choice. · 

Enclosures 
GHW :sd 

Sincerely yours~ 

Gordon W. Hats6n 
Alaska Area Director 
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Alaska Area Office 
813 0 sh·eet 

Arichorage,· Alaska 99501 

The Honorable Mike Gravel 
United ~tat~s Sen~te . 
!251 New Senat~ Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

. Dear Senator Gravel: 

Septeml.)er . 5. 1973 

This will inform you that·a public hearing will be held on Octob~r 17, 
·. 1973, atthe schoolhouse in Hekoryu,-:!, Nunivak Island7 /Uaska, and 
contint.~ed on Octobel" 24~ 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library iri Anchorage, 
Alaska. The purpose of the h@aring is to ascertain public views on the 
non-suitability.of·Hunivak .Uationa1 Hiidlife.Refuge for vdlderness 
classification.· · ·· 

e · The.rJi1det~ness Act of September 3, 19GLi- {78 Stat. 890}, directs the . 
Sectetary of the Intedot .. to r·eview within ten :yeat~s of the .effeet·ive 
date of the /kt every rO.adless area of 5,000 acres or:. more and every 
roadless island \-.Jithin the National \<Ji1dlife Refuge system and· reptwf 
to the President 'his recommandat.ion as to the suitability m· non
suitability of each such area as wilderness.; 

' ' 

Any comments you ·may care to make wilf be ·inc1u·ded by the Secretary of 
the Interiorwith any l~ecommendations hemay :-aake to the President and 
\vhich the President may make to the Congress \·lith respect to t!1e proposal. 
Enclosed is a copy of the study summary and a notice of. public hearing 
on the matter. ·· 

Yoll are invited to pr'esent your vie\·/S at the public hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by.November 23, 1973. Should you wish to discuss 
the matter! I Hill be .glcid to meetwith yotJ at a time ·and place of your 
choice. · 

~ Enclosures 
G\4!,1:sd 

Sincerely yours$ 

Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

'. \ 
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The Honorable Ted Stevens 
United States Senate 

. 317 Senate Office Building 
Hashington9 D~C. 20510 

Dear S~nator St6vens; 

Alaska Area Office 
J 813 D Street · 

Anchorage, A'i asKa . 99501 

September 5, 1973 

This vtill inform you that a public hearing \'till be he1d on October 17 t 

l973s at .. the·schoolhouse in 1·1ekoryuk, tlunivak Island, Alaska~ and . 
continued on.Octobei~ 24~ 1973~ at the Z. J. Loussac libf:ary in Anchm·age, 
A 1 as ka. .The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain pub 1-ic vi evts on the 
non-suitability of Nunivak National Uildlife Refuge for· vliiderness · 
class i fi cation. 

The \·Ji1derness Act of September 3~ 1964 (78 Stat. 890L directs the 
Secretary of the Inte1~ior to r·eview l'lithinten yeat~s of the effective 
date of the Act every l"oadless a1~ea of 5,000 acres or:- r.1ore and evet~Y 
roadless island 11itiiin the i1ationa1 Hildlife r-efuge System and report 
to the Presidenthis recommendation as to the suitabiiity 01~ non-· 
suitabflity.ofeach such ar·ea as Ni1derness. 

Any comments you may care to make \·ti11 be in~ 1 uded by the Secretary of 
the Interior vii th . any. recormnenda ti ons he may make to the President and· 

.v1hic!1 the President may make to the Congress 'iiith respect to, the proposaL 
Enclosed is a copy of the study summary and a notice of public hear·ing 
on the rna tter. · · 

. . . 

You are invited to present your views at the public hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by· Novembe1~ 23, 1973. Should you wish to discuss 
the matter• I will be glad to meet with you at a time and~f!1ace of your 
choice. · · · 

Enclosures 

GI1W:sd 

Siricerely yours, 

Gordon ¥1. Hatson 
Alaska Area Director 

,. 
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Letters of Testimoriy from Elected· Officials Received after Arkhorage Hearing 

2 · Jonathan .B .. Llingham 

•,'. ,. .- .. 
l -~Harrison . G. Fa~g . · 

I 

•.'. . .• 

·· ~ciuse.oi Repreient~ti~es 
Washing~rirti D~t. · 

Montana House of Representatives. 
He lena, Hontana . 
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.JONATHAN 8. s(NGHA;,;l 
22o O.LSTRJcr, NEW YoRK 

COMMITTEES: 
FOREIGN AFFAIR~ 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

133 o..-.:~·=~~~.1~&f~~ort Fisheries and Wii~USe. Of Jltptes.entatfht.$ 
TELEPHoN~ (2oz> 225--4411 ~ E C E I V E D . · · . · . 
. mas{Jirtgton,13.([;. . 20515 

GORDON C. KERR ~ 'nl. 2 ·.., 
ADMoosriv.-·E ·~s-,ST .. - ·.11.1 •. 1 v'.· h. '1.n . ..,/.':! .u.....,,e· _,__ ~ r 2, · ., 97 " ·~- -- _ _ ~ ,) Uvo illUC ~, ~ IJ 

'OHice of the Afea Director . 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Regional Director . 
Bureau of' Sport Fisheries and Wildlife· 
Alaska Area Office · 
813 D Str~et. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

-Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from.one of my constituents 
expressing her support for the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
to become a part of the National i'/ildlife Refuge System. 

As a consist.ent supporter of the establishment of wilderness 
areas, I 8.m sympathetic with her views. · Piease include this· 
corresp::mdence in _your hearing record. 

WIth best wisre s, 
Sincerely, 

. Dt~CT~FFfC.ES': 

. Ot.t: EAsT FORC>l-ti<M ROAD . 
BRONX,; NEW Yoru< 10458. 

(z IZ) WE 3-2310 

RUTI!.'K. NEZIN 

684 BruT:ron STREET 
BRONX, NEW YORK l04S7 

(21Z) 655-7500 .. 

LUCIU..E F'EI.SENTHA!. · 

D!.Si"R.1CT R.E:PRE.SEHiATIVJ::: 

I 

. D . . ~, . (I)_. · .. ··. _ _. .. lx-_J 
_./j~~~ ··o-----u ---

. ~onathan B •. Bingham 
. . . ·'>! . . 

JBB:gd. 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH REC~CLED FIBERS 

/' 
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§T P"l:..'TIIT: lffi<t.D1f.J§;E ({:DJF J:I:KJEl?R:E§lE~~-. .. ~ TnlE§ 

S:.:. ~:c:u of ·:;pert F.i~heries and Wiiq!ife 
ltECEIVE!J 

. i'i u \1 2 3 1973 
Ottice of the Area Dire<;tor 
· . . Anchorage, Alosko 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 19, 1973 

. Although I have never been in the Nunivaldsland Wilderness, I have flown over it 
several times, and \\'itnessed how grandiose and beautiful it is. Therefore I am concerned · 
about the prese...vation of its natural state. ·.I am definitely in support of making the Nun- . 
ivak National Wildlife Refuge a part of the Wilderness System, and ask that this letter pe 
.placed in cthe ·hearing.r:eeord for .-such.:action. . . 

Thank you. 

/jp 



!Section XII. Communications~ 
state & local officials, ·r -------· • -,-



Senator. Joe Josephson 
State Co-Chairman 

/ 
A1u.sl~<l .P:r2u. Offic2 

81 :3 0 Street 
Anchor~ge~ Alaska 99501 

September 5~ 1973 

Joint Fedet~a1/State Land-Use Planning Commission 
733 lies t Fou1~th ·Avenue · 
AnchorageJ Alaska 99501 

Dear Senator Josephson: · 

. This \•rlll inform you that a public hearing Hi11 be held on October 17, 
· 1973J at the schoolhouse inl:'iekor~wk, Nunivak Island; Alaska, a·nd 

continued on October 24,1973, at the Z. ,J. Loussac tibJ'al~y in ~~nchorage, 
Alaska. . The .purpos:c of .the head ng is to _asccrt.?.i n pub 1 i c vi e~·ts on the 
non-suitability for wi1det'ness classification of Nun·ivakNationa1 
Hildl i fe Refuge. 

The Hi1derness Act of September.3·, 1964 (78 Stat. 890),. directs that-
the fed era 1 and state ngend as concerned be ad vi sed of the proposaL . 
The Secretary · of the Interior ~li 11 consider any vi e\~IS you care to .submit 
\•lith his ~·ecor:1mendations to the President and to Congt'ess. · 

Enclosed for the infm·mation of the commission al·e copies of the study 
summar·y and the pub1i.c hearing notice on the matter. 

We in\•ite you Ol' your authorized r·epresentati ve to present the vi e;,rs of 
the corrnnission at the public hearing or to submit .them to me in ririting 
by· November 23, 197_3. 

Enclosures e GWH:sd 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT.OFTHE INTER10R 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREl1.U OF' SPORT FISHERIES AJW W1LDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchora.ge, .Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

r~r. Brian Ha 11 ott, Comni ss i oner 
Dep~rtment of Community and. Regional Affilir's 
Pouch B 
J~neau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Commissioner t•1a11ott: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on Ottober 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in f~ekoryuk, Nunivak Island, .1\laska, and 
continued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac library in Anchorage, 

·· Ala~ka. The purpose of the hearing is to a~certain public views on the 
·non-suitability for \oJilderness Classification of Nuniva~ National .. 
Wildlife Refuge. . . 

. . . 

The HildernessAct o{September 3, 1964·(78 Stat. 890), directs that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adyised of the proposal. 

·The Secretary of. the Interior \'li 11 consider any vi er/S you care to submit 
\·lith his retomnienda.ti ons to the Pl~es i dent and to Con~ress . 

. Enclosed for the information of your agency a.·re copies of the study 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter.· 

-W~ invite you or your authorized representative.to present the views 
of the agencyatthe public.h£·aring or to submit them to_me in \•triting 
by November 23, 1973. · 

Sincerelj yours, 

. ~·· . /~ · jt ! /I 1 • I.,,. · f . "\ t- Ct ~-~t. "--- \./ lr' L/ (L L ~~-- ~.,. "--~ 

{
, Gordon W. Watson · -

· Alaska Area Director . · . . . 

Enclosures 



'• 

.· UNITED-STATES- · 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . . . . . . 

FISH AND WILDLiFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OP S,.UORT f'lSHEf'.lES A.liDiHLDLIFE . ,. ' . . . .:· 

Aiaslca Area O:ffic~ 
313 D Sr::reet· 

·Anchorage, Jliaska 99501 

September 5,. 1973 

Dr. HaxBre\·Jer, Commissioner_·. . -. 
DepartJTient of Envi ronmen:ta 1 Conserv.ati on 
FOSS Building, Pouch 0 · 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

. ·. . · • /li-V'·'-;;f . 

Dea.r 0wer: . . . . . . . . . . . • .· . . . 
This· w-i_lL inform you that a ·plihlic hearing will be held on October 17, 
·1973, at the schoolhouse in Mekoryuk,Nunivak' Island, Alaska, and_. 
·Continued .on October 24, 1973; at .the z. -J~ Loussac library in Anchorage, 
Alaska.· The purpose of the heari.ng is to ascertain public vievts on the. 

· .- non-suitabi Hty .for wi 1 derness classi fi cati.on of Nunivak Nationa 1 
Hildli fe Refuge. · · . . · . . . . ... ·. · · . · · \ · . 

the H1·lderness ·Act-:of "September :·3, ·+964 (]8 Stat. 890), directs that 
the federal and state agencies concern_ed be advised of the proposal. . 

. The Secretary of the Interior. \'ll ll consider any views you C(lre to submit 
with his recommendations to the Pl'esi dent and to Congr:ess .: · · 

... Enclosed for the information of yom· agency are copies of the study 
sunnnarj and the notice of public h€,!ari ng 011 the matter. . 

·He invite you or your authorized t·ept·esentati ve to. present the vi ei\'S 
Of the agency at the pub1ic headng Ot' to submit them to me in.writing 
by November 23, 1973. . · · · 

' 

Sincerely yours s · ., . ' 

qt.~<-(~'-- . 
(/Gordon W. \-Iatson · . 
. ./Alaska Area D frector 

•Enclosures 
I . 



... ·' 

. . . 

UNITED ST1~TES . 
. DEPAR"fMENT QF THE INT~RIOR 

. FISH AND .WILDLIFE SERVICE ·. 
. ·_. /' . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . .· 

.BUREAU OF'f.>POR'r FISHERIES'Pu.~D i'i1LDLIFE; .. 

613 D Street · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Septanber 5, 1973 

Nr • .George W. 'Easley, Commissioner 
Department of Pub 1 ic Works· · . 
Pouch z · · · · 
~uneau~ Alaska .99801 

Dear -commissioner Ea~ley: 

lhis Ni1f·infor~ you that a public hearing will be held on October 17; 
.1973, a.t the schoolhouse int•tekoryuk, Nunjyak Island, Alaska, arid .. 
· continu~d on October 24; .1973~ at the Z. J. Lou~sa·c Library in Anchorage,· 
Alaska. The. purpose of the heari.ng is .to ascertain public views ·on the. · 
non-suitability for wilderness classi.fication of Nunivak tlational .. e Hildlife Refuge. . . . . 

The \vilderness A.ct of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), .directs that 
.. the federal and state agencies concetned .be advised of the proposal. . 

lhe Secretary of the. Interior will ,consider any vieivS you care to submit 
\~i th his recommendations to the President and to Conoress ~ ·. . 

. . . ' . . ' - : • . . . . ...! • 

Enclosed for the.· informat1 on of yo~r agency ~re co~i es of' the study 
summary and the notice of pubHc.<hearing on the matter~· · 

He invite you or your authorized represent~tive to present the views . 
Qf the agencYat the public hearing or to submit them to rne in writing 
.IJy November 23, 1973. · · 

'r~nc losures 

I 
I 

Sincere 1y yours, 

~~~· __ ·. Z'-tlt"':_ t. ( tCd){}.-v._. 
\ Gordon H. Hatson . , · 
· · A 1 aska Area Director · . · 



UNITED STATES 
··DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERIOR. 

FISH AND WILDLiFE St::RViCE 
. BUREAU OFSPORTFISEEHJES AND\HLDLtFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Stree.t 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

f1r. Charles F. Herbert, Commissioner· 
Department.of Natural Resources 
Pouch 11 . . . · 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

· ·. ·· ·c' r · I · 
. ~_,:...L~( -C-

Dear Commiss7er Herbert: 

. September 5, 1973 

This will infor~you ihata p~blic hearing w1ll be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in l~ekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and . . .. ·· 

·.continued on October 24, 1973,· at the Z. J. LoussacLibrary in Anchorage,·· 
Alaska. The purpose of· the hearing is to ascet·tain pubTic vie\·ls on the 
non-suitability for wilderness ·cl~ssification of Nunivak National· 

··. Wi 1 dl ife Refuge.. · 
. . 

The Wilrlerness Act of September l, 1964. (78·Stat. 890), directs that 
. the federal and state agencies concerned. be·. advised of the proposal. 

The Secretary of the Interior will.consider any vie\·/S youcare to submit 
with his recommendations to the President. and to Congress.. · · 

Enclosed for the informationof your agency a~e copies of the. study. 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter. 

We invite you or your autho~ized repres~ntative to p~esent the.vi~ws 
of the agency. at the public nearing or to submit them· to. me in ·\·lriting 
by November 23, 1973. · 

Enclosures 



I· . 
.. 

. ""'' ., 

. ·UNITED. STATES 
- . . . ' . .· . . . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND. WILDLIFE Si::RVICE-
. BUREAU OF b'PORT FISHJ:;:HjES A:."iD Yt1LDLIFE 

.Alas}-..a Area Office 
813 D St.reet 

Anchorage, ,Alaska 99501 

. September 5, 1973 

. I . 

'·Mr. BruceCampbell, Commissioner 
Alaska Department of High\'/ays 
Box 1467 . · 
Juneau·, Alaska 99801 

·. . -Dear Comrrii ssi oner. Campbell : 

I 
. I 

This win in·formyou that a·public hearing will be held on October ·17,_ 
. 1973, at the .schoolhouse inMekoryuk. Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 

··continued on October 24,1973, at the z. J •. Loussac· Library inAnchorage,. 
Alaska. The .purpose of the ·hearing is to ascertain public views on the·· 

· . non-suitability for \'li lderness cl ass.i fi cation of Nuni yak Nati.ona 1 
~Jildl ife Refuge. · · · · ··· · ,1' · 

The 1fi1 derness Act of. September 3; 19'64 <{78 ·stat.~. 890}, d'iretts that · 
the federal: and sta.te agencies c.oncerned be advj sed of the propos a 1 , 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views .you care to submit 
with. his recommendations to the Pres.ident and to.Congress. 

' ' 

.· Enclosed for the information of your agency are i::opi,es of the:study 
summary and the notice .. of public hearing on the ·matter . 

. · We invite you or. y~ur a_uthorizeg repre~entative to present the views 
of the agency at th,e public hearing or to submit them to me in· writing 
by November _23', 1973. · · 

Sincerely_ yours, . 

· .. -~-~ ~n ..•. ·~. ~v~ ({) i[f (.L[;:~~ · 
· { GOl~don ·H. Watson ·. 

·. Alaska Area Director 

Enclosures 



... 
. . 

UNiTED Si.ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE [NTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF sPORT FISHERIES A..'·iD WILDLIFE 

1 
Alaska Area Office 

813 D Street 
Anchorage. Al~ska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

James w: Brooks, Commissioner 
Alaska Department of Fish ~nd.Ga~e 
Subport Building · 
Juneau, A 1 as ka. 99801 . 

. . ·. . . ) . . 

. . rl.-"'\.,. """\.--'-""- . 

Dear Corrun~o~ Brooks: ·. . . . ·.· 

·This will inform you that. a public hearing \'/ill be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolho.use iri Nekoryuk~ Nunivak Island, Alas.ka, and. 
continued on Octoper 24, 1973, at the Z. J •. Loussac Library in Anchorage,. 
Alaska. The purpose of the ·heating. is. to ascertain public vie'!'IS on the 
non-suitability for wilderness. classificat·ion.ofNunivak National· 
Wildlife Refuge. · · 

The Wilderne~s Act of Sept~mb~r 3, 1964 (78 ·stat. 890)~ directs th~t 
"the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of.the proposaL 
The Secretary of the lnteri or wi 11 cons.i der a.ny views_ .you . care to submit 
\'lith his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the informa:t1 on of your agency ~re copies of the study . 
summary and the notice .of public hearing on the·matter. 

. . . . -. ' 

. - . . . . . . . ' " 

He invite you or your authorized representative to present the vieriS 
of the agency at the pupl ic hear·ing or to submit them to me in writing 
by November 23, 1973. · · · 

Sincerely yol,lrs, 

·~_(:/t::....t_c(1,__.1/--- .. · · 
' . . . 

; ordon W~ Wation 
. I Alaska Area Director 

' . 
Enclosures 

,-:_,_ 



' I , 

, .. 

. ' ' . . . . .. 

. . ·. ... . . .·.· ... · . 

. UNITED $TATES·. . . 
. DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR. 

F:iSH.AND.\NlLDUFE SERVICE· . 
. . BUREAU OF SPOR,TFI.sH!:-_~ES 1\.ND \\1LDLIFE .. · 

Alaska Area Office 
. . ... ~ ·.. 813 D· Stree:t 

' .. 
• Anchorage, Alaska 99501 ·. 

September. 5 ~ 1973 

Mr •. John Have1ock,'Attorney ~enera1. 
Offi.ce of the Govet·nor 

·Pouch AD.· ·. · 
· · · Juneau; A 1 as ka Q9801 

. . · ... 

I 
.! 

Dear·Mr~ Have1oc~:. · 
_, . .. . . . . . . . . 

. . 

-. 

·This ·\'till informyou that a. pub1ichear.ing ~lil1 be held on October 17, 
'1973, .at the schoolhouse in t1ekoryuk, Nunivak lsland,..Alaska, and 
· continued on October 24, 1973; ·at ·the Z. J. Loussac L ib,rary in. AnchorC!ge, · 

Alaska. The purpose of the hearing is to ascettain public vievts on the 
' c:.._ilOn.;;;-suitabi'l'i"ty-·for ·wilderneSS'"Classi~f'ication •of·Nuniva·k Na·tiona1 

· Hi.1d1 ife Refuge. ·· · ·· · 

The ·Wilderne·ss· Act of September 3, 1964 (78 StaL 890), dire~ts that 
. the .fec:leral and state agencies concerned be advised of the prop·osaL 

. The Secretary of the I nteri ot \·ti l1 consider any v.i ews you care to· submit . · · 
with his recommendations to the President :and to .Congress~.·. 

Enclosed for t,he information of your agency are copies of the study 
summary and the notice· of public hearing on th~ matter.· .. · : · · 

. . . 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the vie\'/s 
:of the .agency ·at the public hea·ring or. to submit them to me in· Writing 
by .November 23~ 1973. 

Sihcere1y·yoUrs~ ·. ·:· .. . . ·c: .. · .. , ~· 
~· I .' I . . 

·~,/Jc--u.t-·c·~ {t-J.·/()(LL~!~'-.· 
/ Gordon H. lva tson . · 
1 Alaska Area Director· 

.; 
•. •f • 

. Enclosures 

L 



... ••• 

. . . 
. . . 

···uNiTED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THt:_INTtRJOR 

FiSH AND )ivlLDLIFE SERViCE 
• · ]3UREAU OF SPO!~T FISHEPJES ~D \YJLPLIFE 

' . . 

Alaska. Area . Off ice .. ·. 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, .Alaskp 99501 · 

September 5, 1973 

Frederick McGinnis~ Corrrnissioner · 
Department of Health and Welfare 
S.tate Capitol .Building 

·.Pouch ·A . 
· Juneau,.Alaska :99801 

. . . . 

Dear Co~i ssioner Hc:Ginhi s: 
. . . / 

This will inform you that a public-hearing viill be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse iri r·1~koryuk, ·Nut:Jivak Island, Alaska·, and . . .. 
continued· on October 24s 1973, a:t the Z. J .lous.sac .Libl"~ry in Anchorage, 

·Alaska. The purpose ofthehearing is to ascet·tain public vie¥/S on the . 
non .... suitabillty for vlilderness classification of Nuniva'k Nationp.l 
Wildlife Refuge> · · · · · ·· · · · 

. . ·.. . . . ' .. , . . ·.· . " . 

·:·The \~ilderness Act of September 3,. 1964 (78 Stat. 890}., directs that 
.. the federa-l and state agencies concerned· be ad vi sed of the proposaL 

The Secreta.fy of the Interior will consider any views you care to. submit 
with_ his. recommendations to the Pr_esident and to Congress. · ·. · 

Enclosed for the information ·of your age'ncy are c;opies of the study 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the mat:ter. 

. . . . . . . . 

We ·invite you or your ·authorized representative to. present the vieHs 
of the agency at the_,public-hearing or tosubmit them to me in \·lriting 
by November. 23, 1973. ·· · · 

Sincerely yours~- . 
. . . (j ,, .· ,· . I ·. j /I . L~ ... · . 

. . ~tt~c __ ~-.. '-- L- (,- · i 'L..-CL- :;.:c-v"'-- . 
.. 
1 

ardon W. Watson ··. . · .. · 
·. aska Area Director . . 

' : .. 

' . . . ' . 

-Enclosures 

·"! . 

L. 



. . . 

. · .. UNITED.STATES . . .. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR ' . ' ' . ' 

· ·FISH AND· WILDLIFE SERVICE 

. f3UREAU OF SPORT FISlfERIES }u'W Vt1LDJ..,IFE ' 

Ala~?ka Area· Office,. 
Sl3 D. Street. 

... ·. ·· ·. Anchorag~, Alaska 99501 · 

September 5, 197.3 

. · ·. · ·· . ::sjoner ... · · · ·· ·· · 
. Irene Ryan~· Coi\~\IL.:Grnjc Development 
Departmen! of. t:,-.:,! 11 _~i],ng ·. . . • .. 
State Cap1tol 1.\111 l . 
Pouch A .. ·... . .;80J ·.· 

·Juneau Alaska: l!<~l·_!:· · · ' ' . . 

Ryan: · · 
D'ear Coinmi ssi o\kl · .(• · · · · · 
' ' . . . . . JO~ that a pub He hearing w111 be held on October 17,-
This will· info\r- \=)~hous_e in f~ekoryuk, Nunivak Island, .. Alaska: and . . ._ 
1973, at the sc. 1'·':.2r 24, 197}; at the Z. J.Lmrssacl1brary 1nAnchorage, · 
continued on Ocl "·'.'::,'e of tlie hearing ·;s to .ascertain public views on the · .· 

· .Alaska.. · Ibe ·pi.';\ 1';_!_(_\•riJ dernass .. c.l ass ifi cati.ori of Hunivak National 
non.-suitabi'litV 11 "· ·· · ·· .·· · ·. · · •. ·.. · . . •.· .· . . . 

WildlifeRefuo~· .. · ... · · .. · ·· · .· · · . ·. . · 
. · '<: .. ·' 1 , { :9f Septe~ber 3, 1964 (78 Sta~. 890), directs that 

Tlie H1lderness 1.- :J (l·te agenc1es concerned .be adv1sed·of .the proposal. . 
the federal oii<1• .· 1~'.heJnterior wjll consider a·ny,yiews you care to SUb.ilit · 
The Secretary . ·(d · :}.H ions tcrthe Pres 1 dent and to Congress: · · .. · · • • 
\>Jitli . his reconif.1 ·~" 1 

' • .• · · ·. · . ·. . ·. · · ·· · · · · . · · 

. · ·. · · .. · ·.· .·· ·. :· , ~ . ;;,n~o·rmation o~ your ~gency are copies of the study 
. Enclosed for t(t ·;Jbce. of publ1c heanng on the matter~ .. , · ·. · . . 

· summary and tht- '' ·'. · .... · · .. _ . . . . · . . . · .. 
· . · · ;our authorized representative to· p'resent the views 

.we invite _you 'r'.· ;':,he public .heari.ng or to. submit them to me in· writing. 
·of the· agency. ~-t · 91'$~ . · .. · .. • : · 
by November 23· .. 1·'" 

.• .. Sincerely.}out~s, . . . .. . .· 

. · ·~,&~~~'-tutUtltfi~'-- . ..•. 
ordon W •. Hatson ·. •. ·.. . .· 

Alaska Ar.ea Director . ·· .· · . · 
. . . ' ... ·- . . . 

Enclosures 

.• 



- ,, ... 

UNITED STATES.
DEPARTMEf'·lT OF THE INTERiOR · 

--_-FISH AND WILDLiFE SERVICE 

. ·BUREAU OF sPORT FISHERIES A!-m \'r1LDLIFE · 

Alaska Area•O.ffice 
813-DStreet 

Anchore1get Alaska 99501-

September5, 1973 
:._· 

. - . 

Mr. Kenneth Kadow, ·Jr.~ Commissioner 
Department of· Commerce 

- .state Capitol Bui-lding 
. Pouch A - -- · 
- Junea~, Ala~k~ 99801 

Dear Mr. Kadm.,r:_ 

i -; 
I 

·. · This will inform you· that a pub lie hearing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in l~ekoryuk.., Nimivak Island, Aiaska, and--· 

_ continued-on October 24, l973,.at theZ. J. Loussac library :in Anchorage, 
· Ala,ska; The purpose of the hearing ·is to ascertain publ it vie1~s· on the 

- non.:.suitabi 1 ity for wi 1 derness class ificati ori of Nuriivak Nati anal 
Wildl1fe Refuge.. · - · -- - .- · 

. - . . : 

The Wilderness Act of September 3~ 1964 (78 Stat.B90), directs. that · 
-the federal· an·d state agencies concerned be adyised. of the proposal. 

-.. The .Secretary of the Interior \'/ill consider any views you care to. submit 
. with his recommendations ·to the President and to Congress. · . 

Enclosed -for the information of your. agency are copies of the.study 
· summary and the notice of pu_pl ic hear.ing .on the matter~· · 

. We invite-you or your authorized r~presentative to present the views-
Qf the agency at tbe public hearing or to ·submit them to me i.n I'Witing .. 

·by November 23, 1973. _ 

Sincerely yours;. _ _ -
. ~--- . £1".- .. ·, •· t[''. I -_-· • 
- . - _· ;.,. : • .- .· · _ I ; - rr'J. • · 
• ~-- L; :_,~-, ( .. (J ' ... a_ t~(,~"--. 
. . ordon lL \~atson . .·•. · ·. 

. aska Area Director. ·_ . ·.- . . 
t . . . 

Enclosures 
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. 

·.UNITED STATES 
DEPARTfY1ENT 'OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND ViiLDLiFE SC:RViCE .. . . . ' . . . ' . 
BUREAU·OF SPORT FrSHERIES A_.?-jD 'l'i1LDLIFE . 

Mr. Rob e'rt H. Pavitt, At P · 
·.Planning and R~sea~c~ .· 
· State of. Alaska · 
·Pouch A·. · · · 
:·Juneau, Alaska 9~801 

D~ar Mr~ Pa~itt: 

Alaska Area Off·ic~ 
.· Bl3 D Street 

· Anch~rage, · Ala.ska 99501 · 

· September 5 s 1973 
I 

. I 

This \'(ill inform you. that a pu'bl ic hearing will be help on October 17, 
· .1973, at the schoolhouse in Mekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska; and 

.continued on October 24, 1973, at the z. ~r.· Louss.at Library in .Anchot'age,· 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing:is to-ascertain public views oh the 

. non.:.suftabili.ty "forwi"lderneSS'"d·as·stfi·cation"of·~Nuni·vak National. . 
·. Hildlife Refuge. · · ··· · · · 

.. The Hildern~ss ·Act of September 3, 196.4(78 Stat.· 890); directs .that 
the fed~r-a l·and state agencies concerned. be ad vi sed. of the proposa 1. . 

. The Secretary of the Interior will consider any viei•/S you care to 'sub.11it 
··.with his. recommenda_tions to. the· President .and to Congress .. 

Enclosed for the infotrna tion of your agency are copies. of the study 
summary and the noticeof public hearing ·on the matter. · .. 

We invite. you or your. au.thorited representative· to present the vi.ews · 
of. the agency at th~ public hearing. or to submit them to me in writing 
·by .. November 23·, 1973. ·· · 

· ·. Sin~ere 1y yours, 

c:-u<c~-, tL: [{'eLl~~~ 
rdon W. Watson · 
aska Area Director 

' . I .. 
Enclosures· 
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Communications fromState Agencies and Non-Elected Officials 

·Before Anchorage Hearing_ 

.No. AaencvjQffitials Address 

. 1 Community and Regional Affairs Dept. Pouch B 
··Byron I. f~a 11 ott, Commissioner Juneau, Ak. 99801 

2 Health and Social Services Dept. Pouc.h H 
Frederick !VJcGi nni s, Commissioner Jurieau, Ak. 99801 

At Anchorage ·Head ng 
' . . .· . . 

3 Fish and Game Department 333 Raspberry Road· 
Peter T. Cizmich, Jr. Anchorage~ Ak. 99501 

Federa 1-Sta te Land-Use Planning Commission ·. 733 W. 4th Avenue, Sui-te 400 
Butt.Silcock & Joe Josephson Anchorage; Ak. 99501 · 

"'(fil~d as #9, Federal Section) 

9 

After Anchorage Hearing 

4 . State. 6f A 1 aska, Office of the Governor 
R. w. Pewitt 

Pouch Ad· 
Juneau, AK 99801. 

/ 

f 
- .~ 

I 
' I 



Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
United States Department 
- of -the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

I 
-I 
/ 

'it/U/Al~ A. EGIJ{, GOVEP.NOP. 

OFFICE OF THE COMM!SSJOHER 1 POU(}{ B -JUNEAU 99801 

Septerrilier 11, 1973 

Bllrec!J of ~pert Fioheries one Wildlife 
R E C E ; V E· D 

S~P 1 31973 
.Offit;e of thG ?.rea Director 

And1crcge, Alcsko 

_, 
-I 
I 

j 
" I 

Thank _you f6r the ppportunit:y to comment ori the Nunivak Wilderness _ 
Study Su.rnmary. 

We have reviewed the Study Summary and \·lish to endorse the major 
conclusion to_ propose that the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
not be design~ted a wilderness area in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

Rather, this Department concurs that-continuance of present 
management allowing resident ~ccess to and harVest of the entire 
Island's subsistence resources is in the highest public interest. 
The present-de factd wilderness status of Nunivak rsland demon
strates that existing subsistence.activities, including the use 
of snowmachines, are not incompatible \vith long-term maintenance 
of the Refuge's renewable resources and that further r~strictions 
are not needed for that purpose. 

BIH:KW:mw 

Sincerely, 

~- \\\\\ ~/ 
~~~\. \ \\\~\\r~ 

Byroa I. Mallett 
Commissioner 



~u&¥~ @W m~!h~~£ I WILLIAM A. EGAN; GOVERNOR . 

DIEPT~ @F liUEi\ILTJH[ ;~~D SOCIAJL SEI!V'EHC!E§ I 
Off/(£ OF JHE COMM/55101/ER I POUCH H - JUNfAU 99801 

. I 

October 9, 1973 

('. 
J 

i 

lVIr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

c.~:·.~,:e 

P.!i;b:;i;~:,rs·~ - . , · .• r 

. U.S . Department of the Interior 
Fish & Wildlife Service 
Bu~·eau of Sport Fisheries &.Wildlife 
.AlaskaArea Office · 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

. Dear lVIr. Watson:. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon your Nunivak Wilderness 
Study, conducted for the purpose of determining the suitability or nonsuitability e ·• .. of.the Island.Jor inclu:?.ion ii1 . .the National Wilderness Pr.eservation System. . . 

We have reviewed your brochure from the viewpoint of possible i.rnpact 
on the. health and welfare of the residents of Nunivak. The arguments for or 
against including Nunivak as a National Wilderness have been thoroughly reviev.,red 
and studied. Our concern would be whether or not establishment of a wilderness 
area '>VOuld affect the svbsistence of the Natives presently on the Island: One 
might argue that conditions '11ould improve due to the influx of.tourists and · 
others desiring to visit and vacation. on the Island. This , however, is a difficult 
pr-Jsumption. to. substantiate at this poi.n.t in time. 

The recommendation being made is based upon a review of the history . 
of the village on the Island, the Island's importance asa reindeer breeding 
and pasturage area to support the local reindeer meat packing industry, .and 
the jointuse of the Island's wilderness area. to support the major State musk · 
ox herd. With this in mind, as well as the consideration for the wellbeing 
of those Alaskan citizens residing on the Island, I support your contention 
that the Island of Nunivak not be set aside as .a wilderness area unless the 
inhabitants strongly desire such action. It is further recommended that the 
Island's present status be continued until further studies indicate a change 
of status. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment upon your Nunivak · 
Wilderness Study. 

Sincerely, . 

~ /} • .t- }:;~~--- e · · 
.,.,.--_I /~lZ,.,(. .. {.pt~ •• ~ '/'1 ,'; .;c.~..,J'~ 

Frederick McGinnis · · 
FM:.LAIVI: smb Commissioner 



October 24, 1973 

Fish & Wildlife Service 
813 11 Dn Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen': 

The Fish and Game Department concurs in the negative recommendation of 
the Nunivak Wilderness Study. Wilderness des~gn~tion would pre6Jude 
the use of motorized vehicles, an important tool in .the management 
of both the reindeer and musk ox on Nunivak. The.reindeer situation .. 
is discussed i ri your brochure. Mana.gemen t of the musk ox herd neces s i
tates keeping their numbers within the limits of their r~ng~ 1 s c~rrying 
capacity. This requires remova.l of some animals. just about every year. 

·whether this is. done by trapping an:d transp+anting.·o-r by hunting, the 
use of mortozized vehicles s.uch as snowmachines, is essential if the 
program is·to be practical and feasible. 

Sincerely, /\ 

n+~~r· )f\ 
~: tJ v"'1 . "_,~);. ~--/\~ \~ 

' . ' . ('· , 

Peter T. Cizmich, ~. ~ 
Lands Coordinator 
Habitat Section 
ADF&G 

cc: Bishop 
Shepherd 



733 W. FOGRTI{ .-'. ·,r;:::-.uE, SPITE 400 
ANCHOK-\GE, ?.LASKA 99501 

STATEHENT OF FEDERAL-STATE LAND USE }'Lfu'{'f{L"'{G COHl-liSSION 
CONCERNING. THE 

. HILDElTh'"ESS STUDY OF :tJUNIVA...T{ NATIONAL IITLDLIFE .RRFUGE, AL..4SKA 

October 24, Anchorage, Alaska 

The Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission has a legal responsibility 

'\lllder the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to review existing with-

drawals and ll1ake .recommendations to the President regarding withdrav1als . 

of Federal public lands. · · Under .this responsibility,· the Commission is 

studying proposed action regarding \·lilderness classifications vri.thiri 

existing wildlife refuges, national. parks and national' forests .. l~Tllile 

members of the Commission and its staff have :visited .Nunivak Island 

pursuant to other statutory missions assigned b{ Congress, the C~mmission 
. • j • • 

. believes .. th.a.t. Lorma.l .... cou:un.ent$ .m11.st .aHait the o.pport!lnity to revie"~>J. the 

testimony and other materials bearing directly on the question of >vilder- · 

·ness classifications. The Comniission sent a representative to the.Nunivak 

.Island hearing which >vas held at Mekoryuk last week and it will also be 

advised of the comments at .this hearing. It >>lill study the testimony 

of the two public hearings together with the Nunivak l\filderness Study 

and prepare comments on the Nunivak Study to be submitted to the u.s .. 

Depa,rtment of the Inte:dor, Bureau of Sports Fisheries & l.Jildlif e, 

and the President. 

Sinceredy, · 

4 jGJr.. /_ / ~~d -f!. .. ~!~~~JZ_ 
Burton H. Silcock 
Federal Co-Chairman 

/ 

Sincerely, 

Designee· 

• 



- ~ , __ ; __ -... :..:.. -- _: 

. WILUAM A. EGAN, GDVEfNO/l 

POUCH AD --'- JUNEAU 99801 
PHOJ/E 586-5386 . 

{)ifi·.:& of •he ,Area DireC~c;
An::..:,orq:;;e. · AI;;:;.~::J 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Fish & WildlifeService ·. . 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska .9 9 501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

October 30, 19 73 

. ·Thank you for your invitation to present the views of the State of Alaska with resp~~t 
· to the NunivakWilderness Study. · 

The State of Alaska ascribes to the principles of the Wilderness Act of 1964. . . . .. 
Wilderness is a valid land use. The determination of whether wilderness, in: a particular 
instance, is the highest and best land use, is a:fu!lction of comprehensive land use 
planning. . . . 

. · The 3. 6 plus million acres comprising Ntiriivak Island· and its surrounding submerged · 
lands make up about 1% ofthe area of Alaska .. To conduct a study of Nunivak Island, 
substantially igporing its relationship to the rest of the State, for the purpose of . 
determining the appropriateness of a particular congressionally - determined land use, 
. is inimical to the very concept of cotnprehen~ive land.lise planning. 

The Eskimo people have survived for over twothousand years in the hostile sub..:.arctic 
environment 9f Nunivak. Their options for selection and use of lands granted to them 
urider the Native Claims Settlement Act (P. L. 92-203) should not be inhibUeq by tb,e 
imposition of further federal regulations . · ,-

There is no road corridor proposed at this time -by the.State of Alaska around Nunivak 
Island, and thus, this should not be cited as a, reason for the Bureau's negative recommen-
dation. · · · · · 

While concurring .with your-recommendation, the State continues to deplore the 
method employed in pursuing the objectives of the 1964 Wilderness Act. Only through 
comprehensive land use planning, and the active participation of federal. state and 
local agencies as well as the people of Alaska, can a balanced statewide system ·of 
wilderness areas properly designed to include a range of ecosystems, geographi_c areas 
and recreational opportunities be established. 

R. W. Pavitt, AlP 
Director 



. :~ 

Mr. Burton L. Silcock 

---

Alaska Area OfficG 
8'1 3 D Stl~eet . 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Septe~bGr 5, 1973 

Federal Co-Cha·innan _ _ 
Joint Fede.ral/State Land-Use Planning Commission 
733 Hest Fourth Avenue 
Anchorages Alaska· 99501 · 

-Dear Mr. Silcock: 

This \'till inform you that a public hearing v;ill be held on October 17, 
-1973, atthe schoolhouse in Hekoryuk, Nunivak Island, f\laskat and 
continued on Octcber 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Libr·at~y ii1 Anchor·arye, 
Ahsl<a.· The putpose of the.hearingis to ascertainpublic vie\'Js on the
non-suitability for \4ilderness classification of Nunivak Uational 
\~i 1 dl i .fe Refuge. · 

· The l-Jilderness Act of SeptEmber 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890L directs that 
the fed era 1 and state agencies concerned b~ advised of thc propos a 1. 
The Secretary of the Inter-ior vdll considei' any views you care to submit 
\'lith his reccii!nenda ti ons to the President and to Congress. 

Enc1osedfor the information of'the c01i·imission are copies of the study 
summary and .. the pub 1 i c hearing notice on t!1e matter. · 

He invite you or your authorized representqtive to present the viev1s of 
the con·miss·ion at the public bearing or to submit them to ::1e irt writing 
by November· 23, 1973.' 

Enclosures 
GW\tl:sd 

Sincere 1 y your's t 

Gordon W. ~atsdn 
Alaska Area Director 

- . · .. 



·.~ 

I 

I 

UNITED STATES · · 
DEPARTME:Nt OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND VvlLDLIFE S~RVICE 
. . i . . . , ... 

. BUREAU OF. SPORT FIS"r!ERIE$ A.,"iD WILDLIFE . 

· Alaska Area Office 
· 813 D Street · · 

Anchorage, ·Alaska 99501 ·. 

Dr. Oscar .E. Dickaion~ Director: 
Alaska Operations Office 

· Water Quality Office. . . 
. Environmental ProtectionAgency 
. 605 4th Avenue, Room G66 . 
. Anchorage, Alaska 99501. · 

.. : . : . . ·. · .. · ~~t-(J2_ " . .u~ .,. . 
Dear Dr. :~~Yason:, . 

· · September 5, 1973 

This vrl11 inform you that a public~hearing will be held on October 17_, 
·1973; at the schoolhouse in f·lekory_uk, Nuriivak Island, Alaska, and. . 
continued on October 24, 1973 ~ at the Z .. J. Lotissac L ibra·t·y in Anchorage, 

. ··Alaska.· The purpose of. the hearing ·is to ascertain-public views on the 
.. non-suitability for wilderness class·lfication of·Nunivak National 

Wildl.ife Refuge. · 

·The \1ilderness -Act qfSeptember 3, ·:1964 {78 Stat .. 890)·, .directs that 
the federal and state ageritie~ concerned be advi~ed of·the proposal.' . 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any vi~ws you care. to subnlit 
with his-recommendations to the President and to Congress. · 

Enc1 osed for the information _of your agency are copies of. the s:tudy .· 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter~· 

We invite you or your,alithorized representative to present the views 
of the agency at the·public hearing or.tci submit them to me in writing 
by. November 23, 1973. · · 

. J 

. ·Enclosures 

· · Sincerelj yours, ... c~ .. 
. .. t--L.<. (..~\.-...._ 

G6~don W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 



:, .. 

e. 

UN I TED -S"f'ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND V.JlLDLiPE SERVICE: 
BUREAU OF sPORT FIEHEPJ-ES AND WILDLIFE 

·.Alaska Area Office 
·813 b Street 

Anchorag~,Alaska 99501 

1 ··september 5, 1973 

. . : . . . . . . 

-. Mr. Johh M~GUir~, Chief 
U. S. Forest Service 
u •. s.- Department of Agri cul tore 
Washington) D.C. 20250 · 

De~r Mr. McGui~e: 

r 
I 

-.This will ihfor~ you that a public hearing- will be held on October 17,-
1973, at the schoolhouse ill Mekoryuk, .Nunivak Island, Alaska, and ·. 
continu~d on October 24, .1973~ at the z_. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage,. 

_ A 1 ask a. - The purpose of the hearing is . to . ascertain pu,b li c views on the 
-_. non-suitability for vtildehiess c.lassi fi catio_n of Nuhi vak Nati ona.l 

Hildlife·Refl:lge. · . - - · · · 

The Wi_lderness Act ofSepte(llber 3, 1964(78 Stat.' 890),_ d1r.ect~ that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be ·advised bf the proposal .. 
The Secretary' of the· Interior -will . consider any Vi-e~1s you- care to submi_t 
with his· recommendations to the President and to _Cong_ress. . . ' -

. . - . - . . ' . - . . . . 

Enclosed fo.r the ·information ofyour agency are copies of the study 
summary and th~ notice of public hearing on the matter. 

. ' . . . . ' . . - . -

· We invite you or your au:thorhed retH~esentative to present the views 
-of the agency at- the pllbl ic hearing or to ;Submit them to me in writing 

by November 23; 1973. · · 

Enclosures 

. Sinc~relyyours, · 

·- ~--~~~J1~~-- lCf lC)a~~ · 
f/i~rdon. W •. Watson · . 

·; -AlaskaArea Dire<::tor 



UN.iTED ST A!.E.S 
p.EPARTMENT OF THE 1J.~ _ lOR 

F!SH AND W!LDL!FE 
BUREAU OF't SPORT FISHERIES A!<v HLDLIFE 

.813 D Street 
·Anchorage, Alaska 99:Jrn. 

SeptEfrJb,;;·r 5, 1973 

lieutenant General .James C .. Sh~rrill 
Commander-in-Chief, Alaska 
Headquarters, :Alaskan Command 
Elmendorf Air Force Bases Alaska 99506. 

Dear Genera 1 Sherri 11: 

This wi.ll inform you that a public- heat·ing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in Hekoryuk. Nunivak bland.,. Alaska, and . 
continued on October 24, 197.3, at the Z. J. Loussac Librm·y in AnchoriHJe~ 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing is to ascert4in public views on tire 
non--suitability for wilderness classification of Nunivak National 

- .. Hi.l dl i.fe Refuge,· 

.The Wi1derness Acto{ September3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), dire~ts that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adv·lsed of the proposal. . 
The Secretary of the. Interior will consider any vie\'I'S you care to subrni t 
with his recornmenda ti ons to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the info,~ma ti on of .your agency are copies of the study 
summary and the notice of publ-ic hearing o.n the mdtter. · 

. . . . ' . . 
We invite you or yo~r authorized representative to oresent the vi~ws 
of the agency at the public hearing or to subnrit th~:m to me in writing 
by November 23, 1973. · · 

Enclosures 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH :~.ND WILDLIFE SE:RVICE 
. BUREAU OF SPDRT FlSHERIES.A:"W iHLDLIFE 

Alaska A:rea Office 
813 D Street· 

·Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973. 

Rear· ;~.-:\mira l Glenn 0. Thompson 
Corrm~;r;tder, Seventeenth Coast Guard Distr.ict 
U. s# Coast Guard . 
U. S~ Department of Transportation 
P. O~ eox 3-5000 
June~~? Alaska 99801 

Dear hdrriiral Thompson: 

This •.itill inform you that a public hearing will be held on October-17, 
1973 .. at the schoolhouse in i·iekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and . 
continued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac library inAnchorage, 
Alas . The ~urpose of the hearing is to ascertatn public v~ews on the 
non-s·t::dtabi.lHy fGI'· wilden1ess class-iffcation of Nuniv.ak National· 
\4i 1dH fe Refuge; · · · 

The ~)"1Jderness Act of September 3, .1964 (78 Stat. 890). dire.C:ts that 
the ft:deral and· state agencies concerned be advised of the. proposal. 
The §f::cretary of the Interior will consider .ariy views you care to sub.11it 
\'lith his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

. . . . ... 

Enclo§ed for the information of yoU!~ agency are copies of the study 
,summbtY ana the notice of public he.aring on the matter. · 

He ifil'Vite you or your ~uthorized representative to present the viev1s · 
of tf;~i?. agency at the public hearing or to submit them to me in \'lriting 
by Uovember 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours 3 

r~c,~lU I_Liet.f~ 
rdon H. Watson . . 
aska ~rea Director ·. 

Enc1@§ures 



Chief of Engineers 

Ui~ !TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDUF.E SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT :F'ISHER1E.:S ANP VrlLDLIFE 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5) 1973 

Department of the·Army 
··ATTN: Environmental Br·anch 

{DAEN-CWP-V - Dr. C. G. Ash). 
~lashington, D.C. · 20314 

De.ar Sir: 

I . 
l . 

This will inf011'n. you that a public hearing Nill be held on October 17, 
1973, at the.schoolhouse in fvtekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 
continued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library .. fn Anchorage, 
Alaska ... The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain pub'l ic vie\'/S on the 

·· non...:osutta:bi-1-ity- .. fol~ :wilderness class-'ificat·ion ·Of Nunivak National. 
Wildlife Refuge. · 

The \·Jilderness· Act of September 3, ]964 (78 Stat. 890}, directs that 
the federal .and st?tte agenc-ies concerned be advised of the proposal. 
The Secretary of the Interior \'Jill consider any views you care to· submit 
\vith'his recommendations to the President and to Congres·s~· 

Enclosed for the information of your agency are topies of the study 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter. 

·.We inviteyou or-your authorized rept'esentative to prese-nt the views. 
·of the agency at the public hearing or to submit the~ to ~e in writing 

by .. November 23, 1973. 

Enc1 osures 



Mr • .1'/{yne c. !~organ, Distri~t Engi~eer 
Fede13~l Highway Admi ni st(t'n?n. . · 
U. S. nepaftment of Trans?~rta~lon . 
P. 0. Box 1648 , . 
Juneiw,. A las ka 99801 

Dear lr: ... · Morgan· · 
, • H I'. • 

. - . . . 

· ·. Th~~ ·!Ji·ll inform you thai~ -6< public ~ea~~~i~~~. '\·til b<2 held on October 17~ · . · 
· 1973~ at the s~hoolhouse .:·c~~ekoryu,~ /.~.~,·P~. sl.:-tnd,.A1aska! and · 

con1.l;i'Ued on October 24~ .::~~~! ~~ th .. t: __ ._··. ~ .. i.,~1~~ac L1br~ry :n Anchot·~.ge.~ 
Alas!-~·. The purp.o.se of t-•P::: nt:arlng ~ 5 ... :' :·~··~('l~~.~in publ1c v1E1·'s on t.n0 
non·t:'fitabflity for \'li1de.;..r1r::-ss classlfl~,;'.':c~:v~'i'l 1.\f Nunivak National . · 
WilJ}ife Refuge. 

Th · pr 3,· 1964 1 
e \lilderness Act of Sep:c:.~~- . , ed \ 'St,,\~., 890), directs that 

the r.::dera1 and state ag . ,:;s ~oncel ~ .: '.x' ~,w~~ed of the pl·oposal .. 
Tl!e. )?'!tretary of >the. Inta~:?v~ vnll C?~~/~L .. :;1\~ views you care to submit_ 
Hl tl; his recommend at 1 ons. · .:...; ~.-he Pres 1 · · ,~; t~.:~ \ i..\ Congress. · 

Encl \Jsed for the informat-tr:.1n, 0~ yhur ~9~ 1 '\.y ... ~)'~~ \:opi es of the study 
summ.,H-y and the notice of P'J.Pllc eann~! \'-\ Ht:,~ matter. · 

\ .1 •·. · i·,-~,.-.,·zed repress~~~·,. ~-~e1.:.wite you or your au.:..:r-:.:..... . . . · '•\'.\\\\,~ co present the 
of :~'he agency at the pub.l·,·.-·:: neanng or h" ~,,~h!\\t them to me: in 
by 1:'\'ovember 23, 1973. 

·. EnG]fosures 

vi e\.;s 
h'l'iting 



UNITED STATES 
i lf-f~ARTMENT OF TH):: INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLiFE SERVICE 
HfJHEAU OF SPORT PISHSPJ.S..S A~D 'r'r1LDL1FE 
, . I , -

Alaska Are.a Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 9950l 

September 5, 1973 

· · . · 11_1·1.nr ~ Director 
Mr. Romdd II. rv . :., ; . 
. . . ., ,,. I'"' I C•f'"'l ,, F . 
Nat10I)u . n '· ·"- · [;he Inter·1or 
U. S. DejtM'LW:nt U!_,~~~40 
Washing I:Uih D, C · I 

Dear Hr, \•Iii 'j k(;t ~ 
. . . . ,·,•!1 that a public hearing Hill be held ori October 17, 

Th.is \'li'l'l fr~f?~' 11 , ;'(jj;wse in 1•1ekoryuk, Nuniv~k. Island, .Alaska! and. . 
. 1973~ nt 1.l1r~ (;:~':'i;til' ?4~ 1973, a~ th~ Z. J. Louss~c L1br~ry :n Anchorage, 
contlmwd, r'n/"l.J' "H of the heanng .ls to ascen:a1n publ1c v1e~·1s on the 
Alaska. !lir!J':'n

1
:/· \·!ilderness classification of Nunivak National 

non-suHnld l1 cy Jl · · · · 
Wildlifn IU:fU;Jr;, . 

• .. . , .r.·•, ,!.II nf Septe~ber 3,1964 (78 S~a~. 890), directs that · 
The W11dtll nr::;/,:l·:d:e agenc1es concerned b.e c.cv1sed of the proposal. . 
the fech:l'nl " 111_ .. J liiF Interior 1·/ill considel'~ any vi.ewsyou care to subnnt 
The Sect't~l.nrY of j d:·jons to the President a.::d to Congress. · 
with hi:< ('(iCWr.'!:11il r . . . . . . . 

. , .;.'.,• ·lilformation .of yoLn· agency are copies of the study 
Enc1osod tr;rt.;~~'~ 1111 1.Jr:e of public hearing on ths matter .. 
surrunary nil( · "'- · . . . 

· nlllr authod zed representct"ive to present the viei'/S 
\.Je invittl yr}r; ~: liJ~ public heating or to st.:b::dt them to me in lvriting 
of the G1Jr-tlr::J !J' ·• • 3 · · - · 

l r'/ ·lllf·.~ by Novcln ~~~ (' t.:~; · · · . . 

Sincere:1.Y yours, 
, .. 

i ' ' l t t· I .....,._ , 
, ) ' ,,.,, ' : ' ' 

? ""LC'r;_:-i.- L L / .· L· tl t :i-t--v--
ordon ?A. ).!atson 
1 as ka ,;!,re·::l Director . 

Encl oslll'f:lG 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERfOR 

FISH AND V,!iLDUFE SERViCE 
. . . 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES Al'W -rtiLDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

·Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5. 1973 

Mr. Thomas J~ Creswell, Regional Director. 
Federal Aviation Administration -

. U. s. Departrnent of Transportation 
632 Sixth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Cresv1ell : 

This will. inform ydu that a public hearing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in f-1ekoryuk, Nunivak Island. Alaska., and 
continu·ed en October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Libral~y in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Th~ purpose of th~ hearing is to ascertain public views on the 
non-suitabf~ ity 'for \'lilderness classi-fication of Nunivak Hational 
Hildl ife Refuge. 

The Hilderr.2:ss Act of September 3, 1964. (78 Stat. "890), directs that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised .of the proposal. _ 
The Secretary of the InteriOl~ l'lill consider any vie.Hs you care to submit 
1,-1ith his recommendations to the President and to Congl·ess. · 

Enclosed for the information .of your. agency· are copies of the study _ 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter. 

We invite ynu or your authorized representative to present the~iew~ 
of the agenu::y at the pub1 ic hearing or to submi.t them to me in writing 
by November 23, 1973. · 

Sincerely yours, 

. ··fA·· ~~-dl'L-.~, [(J t{',._i;J-_..,_,__ 
~~rdon W. Watson ·.· 
! Alaska Area Director \ · . 

Enclosures 



UNITED STATES. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE' LNTERl.OR. 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
. BURE.>\U OP SPORT. F!SHER~E.S AJ'.;"D i't1LDLIFE 

l~laska Area Office 
-~1.3 D Street 

Anchorage: _Alaska 99501 

Honorable Elliot Richardson 
Secretary .of Defense 
Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

bear Secretary R_i chardson: 

September 5, 1973 
.I 
I·. 

This will inform yoq that apublichearing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse iri i·1ekoryul<, Nurlivak Island, Alaska, and . ·_ 

· tontinued on October 2.4, 1973, at the Z. J. ~oussac L:ibrary.inAnchorage, 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing is to' ascertai.n public views on the 
non-suitability for \.Jilderness classification ·of Nunivak Nat·ional 
Hildl ife Refuge .. · · . ;· 

I 

--The-H-ilde-r.ness -Act -of September 3$-1964 (:Z8 Stat. 890), directs that 
the federal and state ag~ncies concerned be advised of the proposal. 
The Secretary of the Interior willconsider any vie\<JS you care to submit 
with his. recommendations to the President and to Congress. · 

-Enclosed for the iriformation of your agency are copies of the st~dy 
summary and the. notice bf .public hearing on the matter • 

. ~Je invite you or. youl· authorized representative :to pres~nt the vi EMs 
of the agency at the public hearing or to submit them to me .in Hriting 
by November 23) 1973. 

Enclos·ures 

Since~ely yours, 
a 11.,· - ~t ~ -"·ft __ n_. r.. ;.:~u+v, -_t L 1 it ·~t L x~ 

! -Gordon W. Watson - · · 
! Alaska Area Director " ". · -· 

.". .. .. . , . .. . . . . . ' 

' . 

I. ,. 



·DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR· 

FISH AND. WILDLIFE SERVICE 
. BUREAU OF &'PORT FISHEFdES A.ND WILDLIFE 

/ . . 

AlRskB Area Office 
.813 D Street 

Anchorage; Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

f1r. James Hatt, ·Director · . 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreat.i on 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

. . 

Dear. Mr·. Watt: · 

This wilT infonn you that a public hearing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in l'1ekoryuk; Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 

·continued on October 24s 1973, attheZ. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, 
A 1 aska. The purpose of the hearing is to asce1··tai n pub Tic vi e1·1s on the 
non-suitability for wilderness classification of Nunivak National · 
~ildlife Refuge~ · 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, l964 (78 Stat; 890), directs that 
~he federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposal. 

·The Secretary of the Interior v;i.ll considet· any vie\'ts you care to submit 
with his recomlllenda ti ons. to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the info.rrnat1on of your·agency are copies of the study 
summary ,and the notice of public. hearing on the matter . 

. \~e invite you or your· authorized representative to present the views 
of the agency at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by November 23, · 1973. · 

Sincerely yours, 

. /le-u(~. '-.·{(. ) ( (.:,~ C{--v-_ 
rdon W. Watson · · 
aska Area Director · .. 

. ' . ' : ' 

· Enclosures 



UN fTED STATES 
.. 

DEPARTMENt OF THE: .fNTER.IOR.· 

FISH AND WILOUF'E SERVICE 
BUREAU OF ~ORT FISHERIES A14D \'11LDLIFE 

·i 

. Ala~ka Area Office 
813 D Street 

.lul.chorage~ Alaska 99501 

September 5~ 1973 

Mr. Stanley T~ Albright, State Director 
~ational Par~ Service . 
U. S. Depat·t;r:<e:nt of the Interior 
334 vl. 5th Av~·m1e, Suite 250 
.Anchor(lge, Al~ska 99501 

c: -~(~-~:-, ."-..:. 
. . . r::)~ .,:.~yY 

Dear Mr. A 1 bt·{ght: 

This~ inform you. that a public hearing Hill be held on October 17, · 
1973, at the schoolhouse in ~ekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 
cont·inued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage,· 
Alaska. The putpose of the hearing is to ascertain public viev1s on the 
non-suitability fo)' \•!i1derness classification.of Nunivak National 
Hildlife Renrge. · · · · 

The Hi1derness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890}, directs that . 
the fedel~al ~.nd state agencies concerned be advised of the proposal. 
The Secretc;ry of the Interior will consider; any vie.1·1s you care to subm.it · 
\'lith his reco::·mendati.oris . to the President and to Congt~ess. · 

Enclosed for the information of your agency are copies of tlie study . 
summary and the notice of publichearing on the matter. . 

. . ' . 

He invite you or your· authorized representative to present the views· 
of the agency at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing. 
by November 23, 1973. 

·Sincerely yours, .ft· .. {,, .. ·.. . 
. '""' . . ' . . ...__, .· 0 . 

0
Av l[. !0'-\............._ . · 

ordbn W. Wats~n .. · 
·· laska Area Director 

. ' 
Enclosures 



. . UNITED STATES . . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES 1-L.'-<D \HLDLIFE 

Alaska Arf::.a Office 
813 D .Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

r~r. Y. E. McKelvey, Director 
U. S. Geological Survey 
U. S. Department of the Interior 

·.GSA Building 
Washington, D;C, 20242 

. . . · Dear ~ir. McKelvey: 

This will.inform you that a public hearing will be _held on October 17, 
· ·1973,at the schoolhouse in ~tekoryuk~ Nunivak Is1and, Alaska, and 

contim.ied on. October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Librpry in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain puqlic vie:r.'s on the 
non-suitability for wilderness c1 assi fication of Nunivak Nation a 1 

·wnarife Refuge. · · 

The. Hi1derness Act of September 3, 1964 {7B Stat. 890), directs. that 
··the federal an·d state .agencies concerned be advised of the proposal.· . 

The.Secretary of the Interior will consider anyv.iews you care to submit· 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. · · 

. . 
. . . . 

Enclosed for. the infonnation of your agency are copies of .the study · 
·summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter • 

. He fnvit<=:-you or .your authorLed repres~ntative to pres~nt tt-:e viHlS 
of the agency at the public hearing or to submit them to me in h•riting 
by November 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

t--u .. l .. f-.\.-" /{/.~ /l)tL G:Ly'- · 
. 

ordon H. Watson .· . . . . 
. ask a Area Director , 

EnClosures· 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPART.MENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

FISH AND VV!LDL!FE S~RVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES A..'\D VITLDLIFE I - . 

/tl:iska Area Offic-.0. 
813 D Street . . 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

Honorable Rogers C. B. Morton 
·secretary 
U ., S .. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C •. 20240 .· 

Dear Secretary Norton: 

This \'till inform you that a public hearing .\·1i1l be held on October 17, 
1973, at the scho.olhouse in !•lekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and .... 
continued on October 24·, 1973, at the Z~ J. Loussa~ LibrarY in Anchorage, 
Alcl.ska. The purposr;: of the hearing is to ascertain public viev1s on the 
non-suitability for \•rll qerness classification of Nunivak National · 

. Wildlife Refuge~ · · 

The Hilderness Act of Septembe1· 3, 1964 (7a Stat. ·ggo) ~·directs that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be ~dvised of the proposal; 
The Secretary of the Interior wi 11 . consi del~. any vie\'IS you care to submit 

··with his recommendations to the President and· to Congress,· · 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . 

Enclosed for the information of your agency are copies of the study 
surrmary and the notice of public hearing on the matter~ · 

·.We invite you or yo~r authorized represe~tativeto present the views 
of the agency. at the public .hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by November 23, 1973. · ·· 

Enclosures 

.: 

Sincerely yoursi 

.· ~Yi,.(~\.lL I [,[: c1~Y--v~ 
. Gordon 14. Watson 
Alaska.Area Director 



., 

~ . ' 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTfvlENT OF TI-iE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE . . . . 

l?UREAU OF' SPORT FISHERIES Jo .. ND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Stte.et 

· Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

. . . . . 

Honorable Frederick B. Dent--· 
Secretary-of Commerce 

. U. S, Department of Comrnerce 
Washington 5 D.C. 20230 

Dear Secretary Dent: 

. September 5, 1973 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on October 17~ · 
1973, at the schoolhouse in 11ekoryuk, Nt:mivak Island, Alaska, and 
continued oh October 24, 1973, ·at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage; 
Alaska. The purpose of the tJe.aring is to ascertain public. viev:s On the 
non-suitability for wilderness classification of Nunivak National 
Hildlife Refuge. · -;' · 

. . . . . . . ' . . . . 

TheHildemess Act of September 3, 19'64(78 Stat. "890), directs that 
. the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposal.· . 

The Secretary of the Interior will- consider any views yo.u care to sub:nit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. · · 

Enclosed for the information of your agency ere copies of the study 
sumnary and the notice of pub1 ic hearing on the matter. · · ·· 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views 
of the agency .at the. public hearing .or to submit them to r:.e in writing 

· by November 23, 1973. . · 

Siricere1y yours, 

!l: 
.G .- .[ . _.._. . .· . r .· 1 . · · 

0
Kt. fl~v.._t (' t · .;t£-l.:;c~--
ordon W. Wat~on . . 

/ Alaska Area Director · . · · _ 

:· · Entl osures 

.. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND VviLDLiFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPOP.T f'lSHEI!.IE".S ..A ... ~D iHLDLIFE 

· Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage 1 Alaska. 99501 

.september 5, 1973. 

Mr~ Curtis J. Berklatid, Director 
Bureau of Land Management . .· 
U. S. D~part~ent of the Interior. 
Washingt~n~ D.C; 20240 

Deal~ Mr. Berkland~ 

This .will inform you that a publi~ hearingHi11 be held on October 17, 
1973) at the schoolhouse in t1ekoryuk, Nunivak Island$ .L.la·ska, and . 
continued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J~ Loussac Library in Anchorage, 
Alaska .. ·. The pul~pose of the heal~ing is to ascertain blic views on the · 
iwn-suitability for \•Jilderness classification of Nunivak National 
~ildlife Refuge. 

The Wildern~ss Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs that. 
the federal· .and state agencies concerned be advised the proposal. 
The Secretary of· the Interior wi 11 consider· any vi E'f:s you care to. subrni t . 
wlth his recommendations to the President and· to Ccr>;ress. · 

. ., . . ... 

Enclosed for the infonnati:on. of your agency are copies of the study 
surnnary and the notice of public hearing on the mat.te:r. · 

We invite you or your' a.uthorized representative to pc.·2sent the views. 
of the agency. at the public hearing or to subwit thew to me· in \•triting 
by November 23, 1973. · 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 
·. ' / .{· [~..........._ . . .;/ •f I .... 

~~ft...,t.-"-- t.:l { irt '%:~ 
rdon \~. Wa tsar:: 

laska .Area Dire .. :::tor 
. . . 

• 
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UNITED STATES 
- -

.DEPARTMENT OF THE INfERIOR 

FISH AND WILDL!FE SERVICE· - . . 

BUREAU OF ::>'PORT FiSHERIES .P..-'·iD Vr1LDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office· 
813 D Street . · 

· J>.nchorage, Alaske 99501 

·, ,_. 

September 5, 1973· 

~r. Elburt F. Osborn, Director· 
~;ureau of Ni.nes 
U. S; Department of . the· I ntel"'i or 
Jashington, o~c. 20240 

Dear Mr. Osborn: 

; 
I. 
I 

This will inform you that a publlchearing vli1l be he)d on Octobe1~ 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in 1·1ekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 
continued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, 
~laska. The purpose of th~ hearing is to ascertain public vie0s on the 
non-suitability for \vilderness classification of Nunivak National 
':lildlife Refuge. · · ' 

The ~lilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs that 
::he fed era 1 and state agencies concerned be ad vi sed of the. propos a 1. 

Sec1·etary·of the Interior.\'lil1 ·consider ahyviews.you care to submit 
.-lith his recommendations to the President and to. Cong1~ess. 

w • ' -
'. ' . . . . 

· :nr:losed for the infonnation of your agency are copies -of the study 
-,,Jrnrnilry and the notice of public hearing on the matter .. 

- - . . . . 

.!r: ·invite you or your authorized representp.tive to present the vie\·IS 
'/'f. he agency a:tthe public hearing or to submit them. to me in Hriti ng 
·'! :lcNember 23·, 1973. · · 

SincerelY yours, .. . 

. ~0.· ul~-~ iL' U_ c~.Cii-v'--_ ~£~rdon W. Watson · I Alaska Area Director_ 
' ' .. 

,. 
! 



.. ; . 

UN.ITED STATES 
' . . -

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND W!LDUPE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF &_<:>ORT FISHERIES AND Vr1LDLIFE .J . . . . . . 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

A...""lchorage, Alaska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

Victor Schmidt, Acting Director 
Bureau of Sport Fi sheri e.s and Hi 1 dl ifE( 

. U. S. Department of the Interior 
lnted or Building 
Washington, D.C~ 20240 

. . ·. . 1 I .~ ; . . .·· 
· · . ·· tL5...<..~. / 
Dear Director Schmidt: 

This w{(,, info,;m youthat a public hearing will be h~ld ori October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhouse in Hekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 
continued on O~tober 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussat Library-in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain public vie\·JS on the· 
~on~suitabilitv for wilderness classification of Nunivak National 
~Jildl ife Refu~J'e, · · · · · 

The Wilderness· Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat.· 890) ~·directs that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposal. 
The Secretary of the Interior \'/ill consider any views you cal'e to submit 
.with his recommendations to. the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your agency are copies of the study 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter. 

We invite you or your ·authorized representati~e to present the vi~ws 
of the agency at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by November 23, 1973. · · 

Sinterely yours, 

. If£'· r; . . ~~-L[tt~~ 
. . Gordon W. ~atson 

/ ·Alaska Area Pi rector 
t 

Enclosures 
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u';I'JfTED STATES 
DEPARTM~:<NT Of ·rHE INTERIOR 

FISH />, D WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF ~;?-'ORT F'ISHERIES AND iHLDLirn 

AJJ~zka Area Office 
Bl3 D Strc:et 

Anc"t.~y.r.:ages Alaska 99501 

Sept~;:mber 5, 1973 

Mr. Hc,hert Price 
· Regionfll Solicitor 

U. s. Department of the Interior 
Box 1~6 .· 
Anchordge, Alai~a 99501. 

. . ., . . 

·_ .· . . .. J;l>{~L-- . 
Dear 11ri , .. if'e:- · . · · 
This \·Jill inform you that a pt:r;;i ic hear-in~ will be held on. October. 17, 
1973, nt the schoolhouse in Me~oryuk, Nun1vak Island, Alaska, and . . 
contint~ed on October 24, 1973,~ at the Z. J.- ·Loussac Library in Anchorage, 
Alaskh, Th~ purpose of th~ h~&ring is to ascertain p~blic vie0s on the 

. non-suitability for wildernes~ classification of Nunivak National . 
. Hildli f~ Refuge .. 

The }Jilderness Act of Septembt!t 3~ 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs that . 
the ·f!~deral and state agerici es c0ncerned be adviSed of the propos a 1. 
The $!~~retary of the Interior ;-;i 11 consider any views you care to submit 
~itb his recommendati6ns io. President and to Congress . 

. , . . •. 

Ench~~t:~d for the information ut' your agency are copies of the $tudy 
sununcry and the riotic.e of pubT·jC hearing on the matter. · 

He iiii'.ill'ite you or your. authori t'F-•:i representative to. present the views 
. of t:tt!~ agency at the public he·:;ring or to submit them to .me in writing 
by Nl!~Jvember 23, 197J. 

EncllJLSUres 

Sincerely yours, 
'7 

t:~ u<_r-_-~.__ 
£ordon W. Witson 
Alaska Area Director 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BURE.l'. .. U OF SPORT FISH Et-:IES A .. 'iD Vi!LDLIFE 

~~aska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchor~qge, Alnska 99501 

September 5, 1973 

·Hr. Curtis r~cVee 
·state Director 
· Bureau 6f Land Management 

U. S. Depa r.trnent of the Interior· 
555 Cordova Str~et · 
Anchorage, A1askp. 99501 · 

. · ('<t-i·L~-
oear Hr. f.1jY{e:. . 

This will· inform you that a publiic hearing will be held on October 17, 
1973, at the schoolhou in t·leko.«yuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and .·. . 
continued on October 24, 1973, e.~t the Z. J. Loussac. Library in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The purpose of the hear1ng is to ascertain public views on the 
.non-suitability for wilderness d:assification of Nunivak National· 
.H.iJd1 ife.Refug.e.. · ' · · 

. The Wilderness Act of Septanber 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs that 
the federa 1 ·and state agencies cancerned be ad vi sed of the propos a 1. 
The Secretary of the lnteribr wiiill consider any views you care to submit 
\'ti th his recommendations to the ?resident and to Congress. 

. ·: . . . ·. . 

Enclosed for the information of your agency are copies of the study· 
sunmary and the notice of public:: hearing on the matter. 

We invite you or your authorize~ representative to ~resent the views 
of the agency at· the public heading or.tosubmit them to me in \o/riting 

·by November 23, 1973. 

Enclosures 

-----------~:r.~~ 



.&~· •• 

"- r.twr:l es Yates 
·1r1Ml Forester 

:rw;t Service 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMI::NT OF TH.E iNTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUH.EAU OF' SPOH.T FISHERIES Al:'W \HLDL!FE 

Alo.sl~n Area Office 
S.L\ D Street: 

/>.ncho,~.;\ge, Alaska 99501 

September 5, 197j 

· ·,, Deportment of Agriculture 
·, 1- I t,(iJ 
.nt'lfill, Ill as ka 99801 

. · ·. .(I {(;t. '-J;_t .. 
' _...;/ . 

~;"Jy; t1r:, Yfttes: 
. . ( 

:.:: wfl1 inform you that a public h~aring \vill be held on October 17,. 
1 :,,d: the schoolhouse in t·1ekoryuk, Nuhivak Isiand, Alaska, and . 
r,~;r,U(!u on October 24, 1973; at:.the Z. J. Loussac Librat·y in Ar:t:horage, 
·~";V;'j, The purpo~e of the headng is to ascertain pu~lic vie\'t'S on the . 

·r, ';rdtu.bility for wilderness ctassification of Nunivak National. 
:tiHf'·~ ~Refug·e~ · 

,; ',IJlderness Act of September 3, .1964 (78 Stat. 890), dire.cts ti::at 
'· f't.rfr>.r-nl and state agencies ct:,ncerned be advised of the propos's,l. 

: :· ~~~·':tetary of the Interior wn: ., consider any views you care • to: submit 
~ r;~~ recommendations to the President and to Congress. · · 

. '/
1

· 11- for the information of J'"OUr agency are copies of the stu~j_y. 
·"<./I and the notice of public:. hearing on the matter. 

·' _xou or your authori!ed: representative to pres_ent the views 
·,~ ~gency at the public hear~ng or to submit them to me in wr~~ing 
';; "'rnber 23, 1973. · 

Sincerely yours) 
-... ;- . 

tr-L~tu-v._ 
. ardon W. Watson 

Alaska Area Director 



• 

· UNI"TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WlLDLlFE Si::RVICE 
BUREAU OF' SPORT FISHERIES A..."<D 'iYJLDLrFE 

~r. Morris Thompson 
.\rea Direc;tor · 
Jureau of Indian Affairs · 

.. , 
A1aska Ar~a Offic~ 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

September 5, 197 3 

U. S. Depattment of the Interior 
?. 0. Box 3-8000 · 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

· · ltt(f·t·l_L.~~ .. 
Deal~ Jk. Thompson: 
. ., ..... ~. 
Thi$ \vill inform you that a public hearing will be held on October 17, · 

·1973, at the schoolhouse in r~ekoryuk, Nun·ivak Islahd, Alaska, and 
continued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J, Loussac t ibrary in /uichor·age, 
;\lask,~. The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain public viel·ts on the 
non-~;uitabflity forl·tilderness dassifico.bon of N::mivak Nati-onal 
Jildlife Refuge. · . ·· · · · · 

Thr"l \Hlderness Act of September 3,-1964 (78 Stat. 890), dire.cts that 
_hil l't1 det~al. and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposal. 
· hn ~~Pcretary of the Interior 111ill consider any vieh'S you care to submit 
::1.! h his recommendations to the President and to Congress. . . · · 

; 111 '1\\sed for the infonnati on of your. agency are copies of the study 
·" 11 ~nnry and the notice of public hearing on the matter. 

c · 
1
'
1'' IIIVite you or your authorized representative to present the vie1.,rs 
'•I Uw agency at. the public heal'ing or to submit them to me in writing 
1'1 llllVPmber 23, 1973 .. · · 

Sincerely yours, 

~
·~~~[~ 

ordon W. \4atson 
1 ]aska Area Director 



• ; ~ 

UNITED STATES 
DEPAI~TMENT OF THE INTERIOR . . . 

FISH· AND WILDLIFE SERVICE: .. 
BUREA.U OP SPORT FISHERIES A.~D W1LDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D ·street 

fu1chorage, Alaska 99501 

... John !1ull i gan) Chief 
.. t~·k.<1 Field Operation Center 
,;n:~lU of ~~ines · 

s. Department of the Interi.or 
, 0. Dox550 
.tneiJU~ Ala$ka 99801 

I' ' . . A-··u')vv'- . 
·:.'"'~ f4r 11uJligan: 

September 5, 1973 

.,UI • k . 
· 1i s ,.,; 1 ]/; nform you that a public hearing wi l1 be he 1 d on October 17, 

-73, at the schoolhouse in t~ekoryuk,.Nunivak Island, Alaska·) and . 
. ·nti nued on October 24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, 
;1ska. The purpose of the hearing is to .ascertain pub1ic vier:s on the 
::i-su-ita·bility ·for ivilde\'lress clo.ssHicatton ·of Nunivak Nat.iona1 
1d1ife Refuge. 

~~ Hilderness Act of September 3, ·1964 (78 Stat. 890), dire~ts that. 
·" federa1 and state agencies concerned be advi.sed of the proposal . 

. er. Secretary of the lntei'iol~ will consider any views you care to subr.lit. 
his recommendations to the President and to Congress~ 

. . 

·:lr>sed for the information of you!' agency are copies of the study 
'"''•1"'-ry and the notice.of public hearing on the matter. 

·~· ·livite you or your authorized representati-ve to present the views 
• h~ agency at the pub1 ic hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
: 'lr1vember 23, .1973. . 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
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UN I 'TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERJOR 

' . . . 
' ' ' 

FiSH AND Vvi.LDLiFE: SERViCE 
BUREAU OF SPORT F'l.bi'HERIES A..'<'D 'r't1LDLIFE . 

Hr. Harry L Rietze 

Ala.ska Area Office 
.813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501· 

September 5, 1973 

Regional Director . 
National tvlarine Fisheries Service 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administr-ation 
U. S. Department-of Commerce · 
P. 0. Box 1668 · · 

. Juneau, Alaska. 99801 

' .· ' ,· . . lfl' [_, t 1 
'Dear Hr. Rie~{~: '/. 7 ' 
This \vill i.nfonn you that a public hearing will.be held on· October 17, 

·1973_, at the schoolhouse in r~ekoryuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska, and 
continued on October.24, 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, 
Alaska. ·The purpose of-the hearing is to ascertain public views on the 
non-suitability for vii.lderness classification of Nunivak Nat·iona1 
Wildlife R~fug~. · · · · 

· The Hi1derness Act of September 3, 1964. (78 Stat. 890), directs that 
the federal and state agencies _concerned be advised of the proposal. 
The Secretary of the Ihterior will consid~r any views you .care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. · 

. .· . . - ' . . ' ' ... ' . . ·_ ' .. 

Enclosed-for the infonnation of your agency are copies of the study 
summary and the notice of public hearing on the matter. 

. . . . . . . 

. We invite you or your authorized representat·i ve to present the views 
.of the. agency at the public.hearing or to submit .them to.me in writing· 
. by Novembet~ 23, · 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

..... -~/ffLt(iJ-v'-_. ·. .· · · 
Gordon.H. Hatson 

· Alaska Area Director 

Enclosures 

....__,.._ 
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. Communications Fr~-~ Federal Age tic i es and Non~Ei e<:~ed Offi cia 1 s .. 

_·... . .. ··. '•; . ·- . . .:· ... ' _ .. _ .. 

Before Anchorage Hearina'' · 
·. . . : .. ·_. 

No.. Agemcy/Offi ci al 

· · . 1 ·Bureau of. Land Management·· 
· . , Curtis V. McVee, Stat~ Director 

7 -· · Bureau .Qf Mines . 
. J •. D. Morgan, . Director 

4· . ·Bureau of Mines · . 
RobertS. Warfield~ Mi hi n_g Eng. 

· -·.Address ·.· 
. . , .. 

· · · 555. Cordova .Street . 
Anchorage; .Ak. 99501 

' . . : - ~ . •' . . '. . .. 

Washi~gton, D.C. 20240 · -._ 

··.P. 0. Box 550 
Juneau; Ak~ ·. ~9801 . ·. 

. . . . . . . . . . : ' . . . . . 

5 _··.Bureau of Outdoqr Recreati.on · · · 1000 Second Avenue 
. Maurice H. · Lundy, Regi ona1 . Di recto~ ··. · Sea tt 1 e, WA. 981 04 · 

8. Defense Department.·.· . · ·-... · .. _· .·· ···_. ··. · .·. . Washington," D~C~ . 20301 
·. Edward J. Sheridan, Dep. Asst. Secy. 

2 Federal Aviation Admini~trati.on: 
Q. s .. Taylor, Acting Director·.-

. . . 

. . 6 Fore sf Service. . . . 
· R. Hous1~y, Act,ing Chief _ 

3. - Soil Conservat'i on Service 
Weymouth E. Long 

· At Anchorage J:;earing· 

' . 

. 632 6th· Avenue 
·· .. Anchorage·, Ak. ·. 99501 

·. washingto~, ·o~ c. 20256 -
.· . . -

204 E. 5th Ave, Room. 217 
•· Anchorage, Ak •. · 99501 

9 F,ederal-'State Land-Use· Planning Commission 733 vL 4th Ave.,; Suite400 
Burt Si lcock & Joe Josephson . ·· · Anchorage, Ak. 99501 · 

. After Anchorage Hearin~ · · 
· · ··_ l1 ·Alaskan Con:rnand HCL .· 

· · · · LCDR James: ~1. Bruso · 
. ..· '·__ •. . .· : . .. . ·._. 

13 Bureau of Indian Affairs · 
John A. ~load li 

·. APO Seattle . -98742 . 

·. -. ·· P. · 0. Box·_ 3~8000 
Junead, AK 9~801 

·. 12 Federal-State Land~Use Planning: Commissio.n 733 \4~ 4th Avenue, Suite 400 
Joe Josephson & Burt' Si 1 cock ··. Anchorage, .AK 99501 

. 10 _ Nationai P~fk Servite 
· Edward J. Kurtz 

/,. . ' ' 

. : . . . . . 

_.Fourth and Pike Building 
Seattle; WA 98101 
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IN REPLY R,EFER . TO: 

Unite~~: MANA~~the Iriterior · 

' .. ·~~~·~~~~ ' 

1792 

555 Cordova.Sttee:t. 
Anchorage, ·Alaska 99501 
. Bun'lOI.i of Sperl Fishe(ies and Y.liidHfa 

R E C .E l V ·~; D September 12, 1973 

·. Memorandum Office of tho Area .DirectOr 
Aodiorage, Alaska . 

To: ·· Area Director~ Bur!!3u of Sport' Fisheries and Wildlife •. 
Anchorage~ Alaska 

. . . . 

From: · State Director, Bureau of Land Management . 

Subject:· Corm.ents: Nimivak Wilderness .Study S~ey 
. ~ . . . . . -· 

. . ' 

Thank you for· the opportunity to renew the Nunivak lililderness Study . 
' . . 

Summary. It app,ea.rs that. fornal ~"ildernest} designation would. seriously 
. . . . . . .· 

. .. . . ; 

cons.train the livelihood of the. native populatio~ of the island •. As 
. . ' . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 

· · th~ report ~tions., ·aoweve~.:· p thef':tslanel is presentl.y d.e facto wilderil.ess. 
. -· . . . . ..__ ' . 

An ~lternat;tye to· fores.l Wilderness designation that: T.roUld pteserve ·. 

this de facto quality should pe considered. · This objective could best 

be· considered in future l.and planning processes. 

{£.·· 

/ 

L.~J 



OFFICE: OF THE: OIRECTOR 

UNITED STATES 
-l-: INTERIOR 

In Reply Refer To: 
EBM-MRED-}fS 

Mr. Gordon W. Hatson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Hildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. l.Jatson: 

October 1"1 ........ , 107':! .,,..., 

Thank you for your letter of September 5, 1973, inviting us to attend 
yourOctober 17 and 24 public hearing to be held in Mekoryuk and Anchorage 
on the ~.;rilderness suitability of tl:i.e Nunivak National i-iildlife Refuge. 
We concur with your wilderness study sumn1ary conclusion that there are 
no known minerals of economic value on Nunivak Islarid. 

Although outside our area of interest,· th.e August 1973. issue of "Alaska 
Industry Magazine11 reports that the processing and manufacturing of 
muskox wool into garments is·already a source of income to Nunivak 
Islanders rather than being a potential source of income as noted under 
Social and Economic Considerations of the study. 

We believe your study substantiates the conclusion that the refuge, 
because of potential land use conflicts, is unsuit~d for wilderness 
designation. 

Sincerely yours, 

·Acting 

/ 
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Box 550 
Juaaau~> Alaska· · 9980l .. 

October 3,. 1973 

Nemorandu.m 

To:· t1111 L. Dare, Coordinator for Hilderu.ess and River Basin 
Progr~ ~ Ballston Towers if3~ Arlington, Virginia 

• o • • • I • 

From: Cl.1ie.f, Alaska Field Oj?eration Center 
. . . 

Subject: Review of Nun.ivak Hildern.-ass Study Summary 

Enclosed are Tevie.w couanents by Rob~rt s .. Warfield,. .Hining Engineer li 
on t4e Nuni vak. Wilderness Study Surn:iaey. 

. . . . . ~ 

We do not· plan to send· a ,:epreseri.tative to .the heari:ug on October 17, 
1973, at Hekotyuk, Alaska. · 

_ys t)fl_ tJAL'g~~ 
. John J. tlulligan. 

cc:\~at. Dir.--NS 
. · '\:. \•1. Hatson, BSF&~f~ Anch. 

R. s. Warfield,. t.J:•oc 

ij .· 

I 
I 
J 
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October 3, 1973 

}~emorandw:n 

To: John· J. i·!ulliga.n, Chief, Ala::>ka J!':te.ld Operation Center 

From: Vdning Enginaer, _Alaska Field Operation Caut~r 
. . . . 

Subject: .P.evie"I of Nunivak Hilderrtt~ss Study Summary 
. . ·. . 

' . . .. . . " . . . .. 

. 1'he paragraph under "Resources'' on Eiinerals and f.!etroleum is . in 
agree1~ent with previous connilents nk'lde by Een Pollard r llining 'Engineer, 
on the !:Nunivak T.J'ilderness Study Report. •: .. · T:.'1erefore, no further 

· cmr.m€mts on<niiueral or petroleUl!r potential are considered necessary, 
but a comment on geothermal energy-potential neems in order. 

··The U. s. Geological SU:r.,rcy iu C::ircular- 647, 11Glassificntion of Public . 
Lands Valuable for Geothei:ma:l. Steam and Associated Geothermal Resources" 
·does not cite. Nunivak Island as specifically havJ.ug ·geothermal energy . 
potential. Ho•.1.ever, most of Hunivak It1land i1as been mapped {Coourad,; 1957) 
as being made u,p of Tertiary: volcanic rocks~ and geothe:rmal reservoirs. · 
are found in area.B of geologic~lly·recent: v-olcanism~ 

JJnde.r. ",Socil.l .• ~,nd J~~CQJJ.oroJ.c CarJ.r;.idf.!ra.ti.otlS)" accorditlg .t..o can .article iu the 
August issue of Hluaska Industry Hagazine 11 the processing and mariufa:cture 
of i{uskox 't::ool· into garments. is alr-eady a source of income to ~?uni ·~ak 
Islanders. 

References: 

God~in,. La IL., L •. B. Haigle·r ~- R. L. Rioux, D. R. Hhite~. L. J. P. ~{uffler 9 

and R. G. i~$-yland~ 1971. Classification of Public La~ds Valuable for 
Geotherm<=l.l Steam and Associated Geot:hern1al ~source-.s; U. S. Geological 
Survey Circular 647, 18 p. 

Coonrad, Harren L., 1957. Geologic Reconnaissance in the Yu.."<-ou-~ 
Kuskokwim Delta Region, Alaska.· · iJ. s. G.aolbgical Survey Hi..-;cellarieous 
Geologic Investigations Hap I-223. 
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. UNITED STATES· 
D · ENT OF THE INTERIOR · 

.. BUREft.lL£E£~}:_££2:~§ 
. · · NORTH\VEST REGION. . ·' ~. 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1000 SECOND AVENUE 

.::. : .c ·: ; 

,.- • ~w· ,.,j '" ' ' 
.. i • :" •' 

I •; ....... 

OCT 9 1973 

MemOrandum . 

. To: Area Director,. .. Alaska Are~, Bureau ·Of Sport .·Fisheries . and 
Wildlife. 

From: Regional Director, Northv1est Region, Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation· · 

Subjec~: Nunivak Wilde.rness Study, Alaska· 

The following connnents pertaining to the subject wilderness study are · 
submitted iil response to your memorandUm ·~f ·September 5 to .. the Director, 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. 

We have reviewed the brochure prepared .by your .office describing the·.· 
Ntmivak National Wildlife Refuge and indicating the. results of your· 
wilderness study. of the area. We concur in your conCluSion that the 
refuge not be designated as a :tvilderness area in the .National \•lilder-
ness Preservation System.· · . · · · . 

lve do not plan to present views at the. public hearings. in Al.;J.Ska on 
October 17 and 24~ · 

I 
. I 

/ 

·!J!I~a. 
· M.a rice H. Luridv 

Reg·o11al Direct~r 

' . 



IR. 
'IN~lALLATIONS AND LOGISTICS 

1 7 OCT 1973 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
· ·Alaska Area Director 
. Bu1·eau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife· . : . : 

813 Street 
~nchorage/ Alaska 99501 

Dear Mro. Watsort: 
' ' . 

. This -is .ill response t~ your letter of September 5, 1973 
·to former Secretary of Defense Richardson advising of 
·public hearings on October 17 an~ 24: 1973 onthe non~ 
suitability for wilderness dassification of the Nunivak : 

· .N.a:Honal W.ildlife .Range •.. The view.s .. of Jhis .DepartJ;TI.ent. 
were requested in Writing by N~vember 23, 1973< .·. . 

. The Department of Defense has no installations in this 
general area and therefore, defers to the Department of 
th~ Interior on the non-suita.bility for Wildernes·s Class-· 

· ·ificatio!;l of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge~ 

Sincerely yours, 

(J~~PU-
EdwardJ •. a . . . 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
. (Installations . and Housing) 

.,~_ .i 
''j 

; 
L---···_ij 
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SEP 1 3'~1973 ~ 7 ,o-r·"~ c.: c p .l \.J . .'l 
:, .. --. . 

. I 'he Areo Diredor 
Qlhce O· . Al~-kO 

Ar,c.horage, ··"· 
Mr. Gordpn \IT. t..ratson 
Alaska Area Director 
Departmentof the Interior 
Fish.and Wildlife Service 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

. Dear Mr. Watson: 

ALASKAN REGION 
632 SIXTH AVENUE. . . 
. ANCHORAGE, ALASK.A 99501 

·Reference is made to your letter of September 5, i973, relative to the 
non~suitahility for \~ilderness classification of Nunivak National I.Jild..., 
life Refuge and to the proposed public hearing on the same topic· .. As 
the land classification of-Nunivak Island has no direct bearing on the 
operations or functions of. the FAA, ~1e do not wish. to take apposition· 
on t;he que~tion. · · / 

Thank you for sol:i:'c~t'ing our vie-.;.;r on ·1:his matter. 

Sincerely, 

. . . . ' . 

. . / ~ ~/. .. 

. -~1 /~1M---· 
(;A-Director · . · .• . · · · . · .. 
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Eurcc'! -cf S~~r<.F'!::,-<~: ~~~'H'-:!'UNITED sTATE~ 
. . ~~ ;; C L : ·; ' · . .· FOREST SERVICE 

. :! Hashington, D.C • 
.... : .... 

On1•.:.e c! 1 ;~-:- •'-'f"'.!::Z •~ • ... (. ·~r 

A.n~.b.orCge, A1~k.a 

r 
Mr. Gordon 'H. Watson 
Alaska Area.Director 
u.s. Department of the Interior 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

LA.richorage, Ahi.ska 99501 

Dear Hr~ Watson: 

I 

20250 

2320 
. 6EP 

Thank you for the. opportunity to reviet.J the Hilderness Study 
SUJ_nmary for the .Nunivak Island area .in Alaska. 

He concur with the Study conclusion that, as described, the 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge has uses and conflicts which. 
would preclude it· f·rom qualifying in total· for the National 

.I 
Wilderness Preservation System as a \.;rildern~ss. 1. 

6200-ll (t{69) 



.· ~=]~~~~MENT OF AGRICULTURE 

(soiL coNSERVATION SERv.IC~'\, . · .. · . · .. 

Loren W. Croxton 
Acting Area Director 
Fish & Wildlife Service 
USDA 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & ivildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr •. Croxton: 

September 28, 197 3 

·.We have reviewed your brochure on the Nunivak vlilderness Study SummarY 
and would [)ave no comments for your consideration at .this time. We 

·would agreewith your recommendation that Nunivak sh~uld not.become 
a ~ild~rness area because of the. reasons stated in your conclusions; 

ive appreciate having the opportunity to· be kept current on these wild
. erness study area~ and your recommended use of such areas as they would 

impact on any of our activities~.· / 

/ 



· FederPJ-St.:tte 
Land Use Planning- Commission 

For Alaska 

733 W. FOt:I:'.TH AVEXUE. SUITE 4DD 
A:\'CHORAGF~ AL,i . .Sf:A 99501 

STATEHEi'.l'f OF FEDERAL-STAlE LAtill USE PLANNING CO:iHISStON 
COl~CER.~ING THE 

HILDER.t'!ESS STlJUY OF NlJlHVAK NATIONAL· HILDLITE REFUGE, ALASKA 

October 2~·, Anchorage, Alaska 

The Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission has a legal responsibility 

under the ALiska Native Claims Settlement Act to review existing with-

·. drawals and make recommendations to. the President regarding withdravmls 

of Federal public. lands. ·Under this responsibility, the Commission is 

. studying proposed action regarding wilderness .classifications within· 

existing wildlife refuges, national parks and national forests. l.fuile 
. . 

members of the Commission and its staff have visited Nunivak Island 

pursuant to other. statutory missions assigned .by Congress, the Commission 
l 

.. believ.es .. that formal. c:ommen t.s ,_must await the opportunity to revieiv ·the 

testimony and other materials bearing directly on the question of wilder-

ness classifications. The Commission sent a representative to the Nunivak 

Island hearing ivhich was held at Hekoryuk last week and it will also be. 

advised of the comments at .this hearing. It 1vill study the testimony 

of the two public hearings together with the Nunivak Wilderness Study 

and prepare comments on the Nurtivak Study to be submitted to th~ U.S. 

:Oepart:J,nent of the Interior, Bureau of Sports Fisheries & Hildlife, 

and the President. 

Sincerely, 

. d •. ~ /~J / ;" L~ . ...c-k ·. -/~~ ..... :..~/£<-
Burton W. Silcock · 
Federal Co-Chairman 

/ 

Sincerely, 

·.~·~. to.Le ~ o· - ... 
.o P. Jo~phso~ 

- State Co-Chairman Designee 
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NPV 1 ~) 1~73 
. OfU.:e of the" ,i rec Dire~ or 

.. Anc!v:~iCJC, }-.h.::..:.k:.~ 

.Mr. Gordon W. Watson 

APO SEATTLE 9.8742 

Alaska Area Director . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

·and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear·Mr. Watson, 

· . 14 ~nv t9n 
) 

1 

Thank you for the .opportunity~ to review your excellent 
presentation onNunivak Island. 

i 
.· ' 

We have carefully reviewed the proposal to classify Nunivak 
Natural Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness area and conclude 

·that it .is in the best military interest. to object to such 
a proposal on the basis that such leg.islation '.could inhibit. 
-:fu-tur·e·:,mili,ta:r:y. use ·of .the island. · · · 

Yt is recognized that this is contrary· to our comments made 
after a review of the preliminarydraft,-however, the full 
impact· of .such legislation· was not apparent to us at that .. 
time. · · · · · 

.Specificrefere~ce is made to the portion of.Executive Order 
5095 which provides that, '1 • ~.this reservation. shall not 
interfere with the use ·of the- island for 'lighthouse, military~ 
or naval purposes .•.. " ·Unless the· legislation which.establishes. 
this wi-lderness recognizes these rights, then any type of 
military activities in the wildernes.s will. be impossible · 
wj_thout amending .the ,law or· invoking ·the· President's emergehcy 
powers.· In view of.unforeseen technological developments, 

· it would not be prudent for the military to relinquish these 
rights. · 

This action clearly estabiishes the. need for provisions in 
legislation for wilde:tness. areas in Alaska, particularly those 

· which lie north and 'west of the Porcupihe:-):ukon-Kuskokwim 
River Lin·e established under Section 10 (b) ·of the Statehood 
Act (72 Stat. 339). · .. · · 

- - --~----"------------- -'----------=--'----------· ~---.--~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

IN REPLY REGP 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
·Area Director 
Bureau bf Sport Fisheries 
813 D Street ·· 
Anchora~e, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

.! Juneau Area Office 
· · P. 0. Box 3-8000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

November 21 , 1973 

BuF${1u of ~PQrt ~i~h~fi§~ gn£1 Wildlife 
.- RfCfiJV~D · 

NOV2 61973 
Office of tlia Area Director· 

Atiehoroge, AlcskQ 

& Wildlife· 

·. :We. have -revi·evJed, the "Nuniva·k ,Wilderness Study Summary and do 
support your conclusion that the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
not be designated a wildernes~ area ~n the Nation~l Wil~erness. 
Preservation System. 



,.. ' . · · . · Federal-State ·. 
Land Use Pllliming Commission 

ForAlas~a 

733 w. FOURTH AvENUE. suTrE 400 
A."'CHORACE,. ALASKA 99501 

November .21, 1973 

....... 
r: 

Mr. Gordon Watson 
.Area Director 

"' 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 
.. . . · ... ·. : . 

'··, .. -· 

,,.. ,_. -: .' 

Previously we indicated that the Commission desired to submit 
a 'Written statement regarding the question of wil9.ernessdesignation. 
for the Nunivak Nat.ional Wildlife Refuge-.· 

. . . . 

.The statement of the Commission is attached for inclusion in 
your record. A motion authorizing the submission of this statment 
expressing th'e concurrence of. the Commission with· the preliminary 

· 1;ecommendati.on of the Bureau· of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 'was 
·· .. approved· by ·the CIDmmi.ssion-du.r.i.ng. ,it.g.,,pubLic session in September 

at Anchorage.· . · · 

We appreciate the opportunity to cormnent upon this important question. 

Sincerely, Sincerely, 

Jk-P~· ~~~. 
Joe P. Josephson 

~.·~ 
Burton W. Silcock · 

State Co.:...chairman Designee .Federai Go-Chairman 

JPJ/BWS:m]d 
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STAT~ffiNT OF THE JOINT FEDERAL-STATE LAND USE PL~~ING 

COMMISSION REGAPJ)ING NUNIVA..'l{ NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 

:fhe Joint Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission has reviewed the 
· preliminary l~ilderness ·study prepared by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and t-lildlife and considered. testimony presented at public hearings 
held at :Hekoryuk and Anchorage. The Commission supports the preliminary. 
recominendation ofthe Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

In support of its conclusion, the Comrilission has found the following 
facts: 

. - . . 

1. The Native residents of Nunivak Island use the Island· 
for subsistence and other purposes. 

2. The Native residents travel within· the Island primarily 
by snowmobiles, which they use for the herding of 
reindeer, for hunting, and for recreation. 

3. The villag~ of :Uekoryuk is an eligible .. Native village 
within the meaning of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Actl.and will receive the surface. estate to three .town
ships within the Refuge.· As the testimony demonstrated, 
the possibility of.wilderness designation for the 

. Island raises anxieties among the residents who are 
already confronting changes to be wrought b)' the 
~mplementati.on of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

· 4. As the Natives of Mekoryuk cont~plate the future, they. 
see the possibility of the development of off~shore 
fisheries and oth_er natural resources which could be 
precluded bywilder;oess designation. 

The Joint Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission, since its inception, 
has noted the importance of subsistence activities and, as·a general
principle,. has_supported the priority of such activities over potential 
conflicting uses or 1and classification~ · · · 

In public hearings, some proponents of wilderness designation 
gested that motorized equipment, including snmvmobiles, are not necess~rily 
inconsistent with wi1derness designation. ·They suggested that anxieties 
of the Native residents may be unnecessarily severe, since Congress could 

. permit snov..'1!lobile use in designating the Island as a "'dldernes.s area, 
· or snoHmobile use could be allowed administratively. 

1/ P.L. 92-203 



However, the Commission finds th~t arudeties of the resident population· 
may well be warranted. First, doubt exists whether .Congress by 

· special provislons in .legislation designating the Island as a wilderness 
area co(lld, as a matt~r of law, authorize the use of snmvmobiles. See · 
Izaak Halton League v .. St. Clair, 4 ERG 1865 (D.C., Minn., 1973); in which 
the Department·cif Agriculture enjoined from permitting private-mineral 
activities·in_the Boundary Haters Canoe Area of Superior National Forest 
on the grounds that mineral exploration is incompatible Hithwilderness. 
Using the logic of the court, a finding that snowmobile use is incompatible 
~vith wilderness could render Congressional effor-ts to permit that use a 
nullity. · 

Second, Congress has not seen fit tci include special management provisions 
for any of the six refuge wilderness areas already established in Alaska. · 
On the contrary, the Act2· creating them states mer~ly that the areas 
"shall be administered in accordance with the provisions· of the ~<lilderness 
Act3 covering areas designated by that Act". Identical language appears 
in Section 5 of H.R. 5422 now pending in Congress, for designation of 
the Chamisso, Izembek, and Simeonof refuge wilderness .areas. Therefore, 
as a practical matter, the Natives. of. N~nivak Island can receive n.o 
assurances on the basis of legislative practice that Congress would pU:rport 
to allOw snmvmobile use in any wilderness. designation of the· Island, even 
assuming that C0ngres$, · in the light of the· Izaak Hal ton League; supra; · 
could do so. 

. . . . . ~ . . . 

Third, it is probable 'that no administrative authority exists to allow 
snmvmobiles as a pte;..existing use within a wilderness area of the 
National i~ildlife Refuge ~yst.em •. In its public hearing l.n Anchorage; 
the Bureau heard testimony urging that such administ~ative authority · 

· ex.ists •.. That contention was based apparently upon the provisions of· 
Section4(d) of the Hilderness Act.· However, the section does not reach· 
the pre:-existingsnowmobile use of Natives of Nunivak Island for two 
reasons.· First, Sect;ion 4(d) purports to allow pre-existing aircraft and 
motorboat use, and makes no reference to srio~,-rffiobile use.· . Second, a 
Solicitor's Opinion in the Department of the Interior has held that. the . 

. Section applies wit.hin national forests but. not to 'tvilderness areas within· 
the National i.Jildlife Refuge System~ See 74 ID 97, February 24,,. 1967 .• 

Even th~ Bureau of Sport. Fisheries and l?ildlife regulations -do nothing to 
allay Native an.·deties. 50 CFR 35.6(£) bans the use of motorized 
equiputent in hunting or fishing except as provided iri SO CFR 35.5(a) and 
50 CFR 35.5 (b). ·. 50 CFR 35.5 (a) bans the use of motorized er;.uipment · 
"except as :-.ecessary to meet minimum requirement-s for the administration 
of the· area" and prohibits "cor.1mercial enterprise"; 50 CFR 35.5(b) 
purports to permit the Area Director to atithorize·the use of motorized 

. equipment 11 at placeS \jithin a Hilderness Where SUCh USeS 'tvere established 
prior to the date the wilderness \.;as designated by a~t of Congress as a 
unit of the National l.Jilderness Preservation System". However,.· the validity 

2/ "Omnibus" legislation, October 23, 1970; see note, 16 USC 1132(e) 
3/ P.L. 88-577 . 

2 -
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of 'so CFR :)5.5(b} must be questioned in the llght of the Izaak 
Walton Leagu~[:::.case and the Solicitor• s Opinion cited above. Hare-
over, the reguli:i:tion would appear to require that in exercising 
his discretion.to allow snowmobiles.at Nunivak, the Area Director 
would be compelled to undertake ari e,;identiary analysis of historic 
us~· of specific locations. on the, Island. · 

Nor is the concern about srt~wmobile use the only problem to which Native 
anxieties are addressed. See e.g., 50CFR 35.9, which alloHes livestock 
grazing to continue; if established before the date of legislation 
designating .the wilderness unit, provided that 11numbers of permitted 
livestock will not be more liberal than those utilizing a 'tvilderne.ss 
prior to establishment and may be more .restrictive". 

The Commission notes that. three areas of Nunivak Island may warrant 
special protection f:r:omenvironmental damage. These·areas are at 
Cape Mohican, -the center for seabird.colonies; Robert Hountain; and 
the beach and sand dune systems and lagoon areas east and west of 
Cape Hendenhall. 

The Commission notes that the structure of public hearings did. not afford 
a dia1ogue regarding the implications of special protection at these · · 
areas •. ·. For·· example, the nicord of the hea:rings • docs not reveal the 
degree of Native use.of the areas for subsistence purposes. ·The Commissimi 
recommends that the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \o]ildlife .consult with 
residents of Nurtivak Island.to determine if the possibility exists. for. 
mutual agreement that vlotild establish .a ~ethod of affording special 
prote<;:tion from .environmental dama_ge to these areas, if special protection 
.is :warranted, in .a manner .. that .would .not jeopardize legitimate subsistence 
interests.. In the ~onsultations ort. possible methods of affording such . 

·protection, all possible approaches should be analyzed,including the 
designation of the areas as wilderness, the establishment -of ecological 
reserves, and other available methods. . . . 

It is further recommended that in future analy~is of the Nunivaklfational 
Wildlife Refuge the Bureauarticulat~ its findings and conclusions based 
upon its study of the several "alternatives"· d~scribed .at pages 82.and 83 
of the )iunivak Hilderness Field Study Report (preliminary draft, August, 
1973)., The dni.ft reports that the ql ternatives \·Tere "explored" by· the 
Bureau but does not indicate explicitly the basis upon which the alter.:.. 

··natives were rejected.· 

JPJ:mjd 

. ./ 
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·United States Department of the·Iriterior 
KATIOXAL PARK SERVICE 

IN REPLY REFER. TO: . 

· L48 
· (PNR)CAP 

PacHic Nor.thwest Region 

Fourth and Pike Building 
Serittle, W~hingtoh 981Ql 

Bt•>ecu of S;.c'-lrl r-:Pf~?~~~-r.,}}~ 1973 

RECEJV~;; 

r..: (!\I : ... : 
'll ... :.J 1 

·of'ke of f!ic A::r:.·a Dir!?:~or 
A..,::horG;j!J, ;;;c..;i.Q 

Mr. Gor.don w. Watson 
Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 

Wildlife 
813 D.Stree~ 
'Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear. Mr. Watson: 
• I. 

The Washington Office, National Park Service, has referred your 
Nunivak wiJdernes.s ,pr:qp.osal .to th~.s office. for reView and· 
comment. 

•.• . . 

I 
I 

we·are impressed by your analysis of the nonsuitability of the. 
refuge forwilderness c'tassificatiori. Thenifore, ·we are pleased 
to endorse. ybur ·recommendations that, due to the use of snow- · ·. 
machines by' native residents and t:h~ corrimercial ·reindeer herding, 
the :art:la not ·be designated as wilderness• · 

Thank you· for the opportunity to review and comment upon your 
-proposal. 

Sincerely yours, . 

Edward J.. . 
·Acting Regionai Director . 

/ 

I 
.. i 
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Alaska Area Off"lce: 
8B Li Str·eet 

Anchorage. Alas-ka 99S01 . · 

. H\~. Hill i e Hensley, President 
Alaska Federation of Natives 
1675 C Stteet 
Anchorage~ Alaska 99501. 

Dear Nr. Hensley: 

September 5 t 1973 . I 
i 

This \'Jill iriform you that apublich:=arirrg \'li11 be held on October 17, 
1973; at the schoolhouse in i·iekci;-yuk. ·Nunivak Island, Alaska, and. 
contiriued on October 24~ 1973, ·at the z. J. toussac Library in ;.\nchoraqes 
!\1 as ka. The purpose of the heat~i ng is. to ascertain· pllbl i c vi e\'is on the.·. 
non-suitability for vtilderness classiflcat·ion of i;luniva'k National 

·HHdJ i-fe Refuge. · · 

The {.J; lderness l-\ct of September 3s 1964 (78 Stat • .89Cj}; di reGts that 
intm~ested agencies are to be adv·ised of i;he proposaL The Secretary.·.· 
of the Interior 1·dll consider any viei'ls you cal.;e to submit Hith his 

. recommendations to the Pres fd~nt and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your or;gani2ation are copies of the 
study sumary_and the public hearing notie:e on the matter. 

\·le invite you or YO!..!rauthor•i!ed repr~~sentative to present the vim·JS of' 
yow~ onganization at the publicheat~ing or to submit ther.i to me in 
writing by November 23, 1973. · · 

Si nccrelyyours, 

Gordon W. ~atson · 
.l\1 aska ikea Director 

Enclosures 

GWW:sd 
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The Ca1ista Corporation 
·· 330 E Sti"eet) Room 335 · 
·Anchorage: J\ laska · 99501 

.Pear Sir: 

Alaska Area Office. 
813 D Str·eet 

r. t "l .. gc•.so,, rinC11orage, A asKa J 

September- 5, 1973 · 

This VJill i1iform you that a public heal~ing \~i11· b~heJd on October 17, 
1973& at the schoolhouse in i'lekm~yuk, r!Lmivak Island, Alaska~ and. 
continued on October 24, 1973) nt the z .. J. Loussac Ubi~at~y in !mchm1 age, 
Alaska. The purpose of the Jieat~ing .is to ascel·ta·in publicvif'Ms on the 
non-suitability for Hilderness classification of· Nunivak Hationa1 

· Wildlife Refu6e. 
. •' ' J - . . . . . . . . . . 

The Hildemess J\ct of September 3t 1964 {78 s·tat. 890), directs th.at 
intel"ested agenCies are to be advised of the proposa·l. The Secretary 
of the Interior· will consider any vh~ws you· care to subr:ri t wfth his 
rec;ofl1mendations to the Pres·ldent and. to Congress~ 

. ' 

Enclosed·.for the irlfOl~mation .of your Ol~ganization are copies o( the 
study summary and the public; heari.ng notice on the matter. · 

14e.invite you oryour authorized repre:;entat"ive topresentthe viel'ls· 
of your orgqni zation t the pub lie hearing or to. submit thbn to me-in 
writing by Nov<;mlbe\1 23, 1973. · · · 

Si nee rely .yours. · 

Gordon l-1. \:ta tson 
A las ka Ar.ea o'·i i~ec tor· 

· Enclosures 

GHH :sd .. 
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Letters of Testimony from Organizations Received After Anchorage Hearing 

No. 

9 
5 

20 

1 

12 

23 
13 

18 . 
24 

16 

14 

28 

3 
7 

26 
6 . 

. 25 
4 

2 
21 . 
22 
27 

15 

17 
8 .. 

10 

11 

19 

, .. 

Name. J Addt~ess 

Anti go Audubon Society 
Arizona Conservation 

·Western Avenue, Antigo, ~II · 54409 · 

. Council Box 11312, Phoenix; AZ . 85061 
Arizonans fqr Quality 
· Environment Box 49022, Tucson, AZ 85717 

Bering Sea Reindeer 
Products Nunivak Island, Hekoryuk, AK. 99630 

Blqck Hills Audubon 
·Society 2434 S. Columbia~ Olympia, WA 98501 

Conservation League 110 W 71 ST, NY, Nr 10023 
Consumer Action of South 

Jersey Box 153, Haddonfield, NJ 08033 
EN PRO Box 1 036, James town~ ND . 584.01. 
Four Corne~s Wilderness 

Workshop . . · Box 998, Shiprock, NW. 87420 
Friends of the Earth . . · . · 

AZ Branch. ·Boxl893, Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
Fr.i ends of the Earth · 

Chicagoland Ch. 
kenai· p·eninsul a Cons. 

Society · · 
II . 

Live Wilderness 
Expeditions . 

· . Marin Audubon Society 
· Mt. Shasta Audubon Soc. 

The Mountaineers ·. . . 
Naturalist Club of·· 

.. Laguna Hills. 
Nature Frlends . 
New Me xi co· f.1tn .·Club 
Open Lah~s Project . 
Pelican Island·Audubon 

. . 

61S.Rothdale Circle, .Loinbard, IL 60148 

Box 563, SOldotna, AK .99669 
II 

· Box ·1004, · Carra 1 es, NM 87048 · · 
Box 441, Tiburon, CA · 94920 
1104 Cedar st; Yreka, CA .. 96097 
Box 122~ Seattle, WA 98111 

Box·2034; Laguria.Hills, CA 926S3 
1173 Mullen Ave,·LA~ CA 90019 
913 Adams SE, Albuquerque. NM 87108 
53 W.Jackson Blvd~ Chicago, IL 60604 

. Society . Box 1833, V ero Beach; FL 32960 
San Francisco Bay Chap; 

Sierra. Club 
Sierra Club, NW Repres. 
Sitka Conservation Soc 
Southwest River Study · 

. . ' , 

5608 College Ave, Oakland, CA 94618 
4534 l/2 Univ Way NE, Seattle, WA 98105 
Box 97j Sitka~ AK 99835 · 

· Committee · Box 157, Glenwood, NM 88039 .. 
Uppe~ took J~let Chap, 

· Alaska eons. Soc.·.·. BoX 3395, Anchorage, AK 99501 
Wilderness Society . 1901 Pennsylvania Ave, Nvl, ~4ashington, DC 20006 
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... ANTIGO AUDUBON SOCIETY 
ANTIGO, WISCONSIN 54409 . 

Region~l Dir~ct6r . 
Bureau of Sport Fisherie~ 
813 D Street 

· . Anchorage 1 Alaska, 99501 

and 

.... 0~ 
~ \)\~<:,(.' 

~\~~~-~ ..... -~ . . . - . Dee::.r Sir, 
c'-''.:.<-;:~·>"~~·. 

He feel· a great concern for saving as much 2.s possible .of· 
all wilderDess areas. Because they represent a vabii:lple 
resource 1 v!e should err on the side of cc-"ution. ·He are also· 
concerned because government ageEcies cion't represent the 
best interests of the l~~d and the ~eople. 

Therefore. \-18 urge you to place all of Hunivak liationd.l Wild
life ·:(tefuge in .the 1·7ilderness System •.. This unique refuge 
must be protected and. \•le look to _you as an agent of the 
people to acoo~plish ~his •. 

·. Sincerel.y, 

~.~-
·.· --~-~~·~~-

Bervar~'C"Kering, Presicient 
~-·.' 

Hestern Ave:r:..ue 
Antigo 1 .1•"i ·54409 

... 
---·--·.----;--·---·--·'-----•~-----·-·---r .. ---·-·-· 

··--.----- .--------------------
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ARIZONA .CONSERVATION COUNCIL 
. · Box 11312 · . 

PhoeniX, . Arizona · 85061 .· 

'#>~b. (Jl~, 
· ~~xo~. 

The Regional Director > 

U.S. ·. BUREAU ·SPORT FISBE...TtlES & \viLDLIFE, · Alaska Area 
813 D Street · · · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

. of v;p .L, ~f:::: Di!"::;~~:~f 
P-;:1 :..::.:we;;~ ... /~;.:.:..~.~ 

The Arizona Conservation Council's committee on· vtilderness and. 
pubiic lands has reviewed yov.r study sUilllliary of the Hunivak \"lilderness 
proposal. \'ie would request that you make this letter part of the 

· public hearing record on Nunivako · · 
. . 

Your Bureau_ is the citizens I. trusted caretaker of the nation. s 
wildlife. The CoU:ncil commi tt~e, therefore, was amaz.ed to read in 
your su:mi:nary that the Bureau is denyii1g vrilderness status to tb..is is--. 

· .. land,. the ·largest in the agency's ·entire refuge.· system. 
. . . 

· :Members of our collin;li ttee a:r:.e quite sophisticated in the setup Under 
which the Native Claims :withdravrals are b.eing prosecuted •. The· Colincil 
was nationally active· in the pursuit of the· eighty million acres with
drawal of public interest lands for parks' refuges, "I'Tild rivers and 
-vrilde:rness purposes., . \'le are· acquainted -vri th developments sinc.e the 
enactment of the Native Claims Act, and understand the natives' problems 
in finding contingent and compatible land under their claims rightso 
vie support their primary interests' :fully •. 

. \•le also understand that the use . of snowmobiles for purposes . of 
sustenance is~a-.:prior right, ar.:i have no argument i'iith this use. \·le 
:feel that.· the ivilderness Act allqvrs for this prior use, and you w·ould 
surely :find no real opposition tci snovnnobile::;> if you decided to incorporate 
them into ·your. policy of.i-rilderness management• 

In the interest of all that. is enduring, this Cm.mcil urges your 
organization to restate its position and give wilderness a chance to 
prove its mettle among these changing times and eventso 

We recommend tb.at the needed nat:l.ve claims. be :fully satisfied, and 
that l~univak national Refuge be given the 1-rilderness status, four-
million acres strong! · 

If.ta:ny thanks· :for· ali your· fine service of .the pasto· . 

• Sincerel;,d~~ 
. . Lyndon Kee:fer, Chairman 

AMERICAN CAMPING ASSN • AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PLANNERS • ARIZONA WILDLIFE SOCIETY • ARIZONA ASSN OF lANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 

ARIZONA EDUCATION ASSN ~ ARIZONA FEDERATION OF ·GARDEN CLUBS • ARIZONA FEOERATION OF WOMENS CLUBS• AMERICAN YOUTH HOSTELS 

ARIZONA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSN • ARIZONA SlATE HORSEMENS ASSN • ARIZONA OUTOOO~ WRITERS ASSN • ARIZONA ROADSIDE COUNCIL 
ARIZONA PARKS & RECREATION ASSN • ARIZONA VARMINT CALLERS ASSN • .AUDUBON SOCIETY • SIERRA CLUB • ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIENCE 
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JUELRODACK 
_Chairman 

. _ JOHN McCOMB _ 
' ---------Vice Chairman 

ROY M. EMRICK 
Treasurer 

November 17, 19'73 

Regional Director _ 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries aild Wildlife 

- Alaska Area Office 
Conservation Education 813 D Street _ 

CARLE 0. HODGE . . Anchorage,_ Alaska 99501 
Public Relations 

-VIRGINIA CHILDS 
Air Pollution 

DORCAS WORSLEY 
Wilderness 
Land Use 

PRISCILLA ROBINSON 
Population 

PETERT.WILD 
Wilderness 

RUTH STOKES 
Urban Environment · 

LOUIS BARASSl 
Legal Counsel 

A WINTON D. WOODS, Jr. 
W .PATRICIA VIVIAN 

GILBERT BARRETT 
CYNTHIA l:fENRY 

Newsletter -
Mailing List 

·Dear Sir: 

kindly include this letter in ~he official hearing record concerning 
the wilderness status of Nunivak- Island. · 

At a time when the country's natural heritage continues to shrink, -_ 
preservation of Ntmivak Island, as weil a~ its tidal and submerged lands,
by their inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System would 
enrich coming generations. 

The l!:skinios on Nunivak depend ·on the natural qualities of the area 
for their livelihood -- qualities that wilderness protection would help 
maintain. In this conneCtion it should be noted that snowmobile use and 
reindeer herding are not valid arguments againsl; wilderness. Counter to 
what some ·have mainta4led, wilderness desigria.tion would not violate the 
important rights of the natives. 

The Bureau's stance concerning possible future road construction by 
the Aiaska Stat~ Highway Department is somewhat confusing~. On the one hand 
the Bureau -uses the possibility as a reason for rejecting wilderness. On 
the other, the Bureau has urged maintenance of the natural environment. 

Ou-r understanding is that the quite limited military use is , not in 
conflict with wilderness designation. 

In light of the above, the stand of the Bureau does not seem justified. 
It is urged that the Bureau review its position with the needs of future 
generations in- mind. 

Sincerely, -

~(U~ 
Peter wild 
CC>-sChairman, vlilderness Committee 
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BERING SEA REINDEER PRODUCTS 

Bureau Of Sports, .Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs: 

NUNIVAK ISLAN.D 

MEKORYUI< •. ALASKA 99630 

AMEI;liCA"S LARGEST HERO 

October ''1973 

and i•Jildlife 

. . . . . 
This is my i'rri tten statement for ne'X-t ·hearing· at Anchorage, 

Alaska,. I \·tas horn here at !'Tunivak Island in 1935 and ever since that year 
I.have been living here~ 

The Reindeers on Hunivak Island were t'urned over ·to the Hative Viilage of· 
HekoryW: on April 25, ·19?0. Bering Sea Reindeer· Products is operating under.· 
the direction .of Indian Reorganization Act Council of Hekoryuk. In'order 
to herd the. ReL'ldeer during Su.'Umer or ;·linter it depends on \·;here the Reindeer . 
are., The Reindeer herders round up the herd any \vhere and any .direction of 

· Nuni vak . Island. · 

In the near future Native Village of Hekoryuk is hoping to take controlled 
hunts and mal.1agement of Husk-oxen on Eunivak Island. · 

I·have crossed the Island many times in every direction and it is the same 
tvay Nith my friends. and relatives. 

I am representing Bering Sea Reinchi\er Products of ~iekoryu1-:,. Alaska. ·I 
. strongly recor;Jmel:J.d the Bureau of Sport, Fisheries· and. ~1i1cnife, Decrebry of 
the Interior and U.o s. Congress t~1at there should be no restriction on Hu.:.'livo.~;: 

Island.,. In other \'lOrds, He c1o not Hant '·Iildern~ss .s~rstern .. 

Sincerely yours, 
. . . 

~..ufl~.· 
·.~ed Do21·· 

IR.!'\ Council Pr9sident 

cc: J;ative Village of J:iekor:yul\: 
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Olympia., washington C(os:<Jf. 
14. October 1973 _ . 

Regional· Director . 
Buneau of sport Fisheries 
Ala_ska Area Off'ice · 

·813 D Street 
Anchorag~, Alaslra 99501 · 

. . . 
& wildlife. 

In re. status· of Nunivat Reruge 

- . Dear sir:·. 
' . ' . ' . . ' - ' . . -

. It is· the opinion of' this organization that 
all of: the above-named islands should be placed · 
_into the wilderness· sys-tem l"li th the exception of· 
those lands. claimed by the -natictres under the · 
Native Olaims Act. 'tle would, therefore .t recommend 

·that some 3 11 500 51 000 acres thus be set· aside for all 
t1:me. 

. \te, therefore, pray that you take \'lha tever 
action you deem necessary to get this area set aside. 

Respectfully submittedp 
. . . 

BLACK HILLS AUDUBON SOCIETY 

PS l'/e request that this petition be made a part of the 
ofricial hearing record. · 

- -:h . 

-...... . ..... 

• > 

-~ ' . 

-- . . :· :: . 
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-..... · . 

. ·. 

... · ... .-·.·-
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Loren H () Croxton, Acting Area Dir~ct()r :\, 1 ·.; ~ ,..; ; . 
United -states Department of In:tenor . . - · <:..! '"' 1873 
Bureau of "Sport Fisheries and V.Iildli.fe Orhce of the Ar • o' ' 
Al · k Of. · · · . . !:!0 1rector as a Area ·fJ.ce . .· .1\nc:horaga;cA!as.b; . 

~"- 813 D Street · 
· ---:-Anchorage,_ Alaska · · . 99501 

Sir, 
We thank the Acting Area Director for sending us the brochure and 

. no~ice of a hearing on the .l'iunivak wilderness study; we request that our 
cownents.be included in. the official hearing record .. 

The Conservation League would. like to e:xp'ress its diSniay at the ·con-· 
elusion of the Bureau• a wilderness study which recommends no wilderness for the 

·entire Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. We feel that the objections raised by 
the. Bureau £or designating a sUbstantial portion of Nunivak as wilderness .are 

'' ~i ther invalid or inconsequentialo ' . ' . ' ' 

At present virtually. ~11 of Nunivak Island and its silrroun4ing waters 
qualify as :wildernesso Ttlith the' exception of Mekocyok village and the air~strip 
'there . are no ·other roads or 'developments that .. ·would mar the Wild tund·ra. environ'!" · 
ment, or interfere ·w.tth the biological equilibr:i;um of the island 1·s ecosystemo · · 
Nunivak, besides its aesthetic and scenic values and recreational potential, 
provides habitat for a magnificent and abundant Wildlife rel3ourca which is of 

·central economic and cultural importance to :the pebple· of NUnivak. A large rein.;. 
deer herd is managed by .. the ;{.slanders and ther$ is a population of. musk ox~ . ·; . ·. 
Vast colonies o:f seabirds and . shorebirds nest apd otheridse use Nu.,."li-vak, which 
has some of the largest rookeries in the world. Nunivak. is an important flyWay 
·stop for migrating geese and brandt. Ipl.and waters and streams teem with fish 
and the 8\irrouriding waters are rich in marine-life, including the· rare ribbon 
seal &ad several species of tare or·endangered whales.. . 

' ' 

· .It woUld seem to the COnservation League· that this catalogue of 
. attributes mandates a recommendation of· a .wilderness that encompasses the 
entire refuge excluding those lands selected by the people of·lftmivak under 
the .Alaska Native Claillls Settlement Act, and the Village of' Mekor,Y.uk. Ttie. 
Conservation League joins with others to urge the Bureau to adopt the above 
proposal as its conclusion on: a Nunivak: Wilderness Unit. 

. The use of snornnobiles by the people of .. Nuni vak does not constitute a 
valid deterrence to a wilderness unit o~ Nuniv.ak. Such use is a pre-existing 
practice and is vitally· important to the economic well-being of the people, 
and the Wilderness Act specifically prov:i,.dea that such situations shall not 
prohibit an area from beirig· added to the National1Vilderness Preservation 
System .. Nor is the presence of introduced· reindeer bard a reasoii to deny 
Wilderness to Nunivak:; indeed, the rsl.ndeer merely' occupy tqe ecological niche. 
of the ·now gone caribou and enhance the wilderness character of the island by·. 
presenting the spectacle of large lllio~ate populations. Furthermore~ ey prot&ct
ing the delicate tundra ecosystem from unwise public development and other 
iritrusionss ldlderness desi~ation· of Nuni va~ 'Will greatly bene~i t the people . 
or Nuni vak by preserving the economic ba.se or the island: . the ·w:J.,ldlif'e . • . 
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For the above reason, it is especially. important to place Nunivak 
under the protective umbrella of wilderness in order to prevent the 
construction -o:f a · circum ... island high1-ray as proposed by -the Ala:3ka State 
Highway Department .. Far.from being a reaaon for refuSing u:ilderness desig
nation to Nun:ivak, it is ih'"l excellent justif:ica:tion for grC'lilting it so as 
to protect the wildlife habitats of the islanda · · 

. - . 

·-~ Finally~ w.llderness is an a eminently. sui table policy for the 
-------nianagement of a vlildlife Refuge and would preclude any radical alteration of 

•• 

_ Nuni vak as a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge SJrstem and ensure that the 
wildlife and· other values of Nunivak are preserved for the future and for
the- well..,being of the bioeogphera. - · 

-. f?incerely you:r;J~ .. /) 

-~~-
Brtine Picchi, 
.Assistant to .the Chairman • 

- "- -- ... 
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·Box .. 1036 .· James'town.,~. North Dakota 5840.1 

Area Director· 
' ' 

. :Bureau of .Sport· Fisheries 
· Alaska Area Office · · 
81} D Street· 
A..Yt'chorage, Alaska, 99501 

November 19, .. 1973 

'/ 
and ~·lildlife ' ' ' 

r\·~;·v .23 ;~i3 
· Offi~~ ~.f 1.h,e A reo DirEX::tor 

;.AJi<;iWroge, Alaska . . · 

.. ·. ··,.. 

It was .wi tb a: sense of g~nuine excitement that we read the Bureau • s Nunivak 
vliiderness Study Swnmacy.. .Having not had :t;,he crp]:xxrtiD;i ty-.-yet! -~:to visit · . 
Nu.l'li vak, 1.:e .can judge only from the descriptions of .its rUgged sea cliffs • . 
pristi.ne crater ·lakes, eelgrass beds and :floeks of' brarit, spectacular sea.._ · ... 
bird.rooke.r:J,.es,. and a:bundant marine,life•-ani envy those through .eyes· Uuniva.k 
is· interpreted for us~ And' theref'o,re, it 'is with a sense of 'profo:und regret ' 

. that we find that none of this· vast and remotei refuge is being p:i;'oposed for 
· inclusion in .the . Wilderness ·system, · .· · ... · . . · · · · · • · . · 

The arg~ments presented 'in: the. Sllilllilaxy appear .to us to 'be argillnents tor· 
inclusion iii the Wilderness System,. not against -it. The fact that th,e 
Alaska Highwa.y Depa~tment is. proposing a road corridor .fo:r; th.e island is·, . 
in our· opinion·~ precise:]_y .the· reason the. Bilreau should be takirig .a strong .. ·· 
s.tand. for .J·rild.er.ne.ss."d.es.i£jtlation .• :. -Acqui.'escence to "'develo'pment" is. haidly · 
a proper foundation On Hhich to build ·a program Oif wilderness pre:::;e;rvatiori. 

· p.:i.milarly; He find· the·. p6ints regaining· the. use of·. qno~;nnobiles and. heiding 
··of reindeer. by Natives, tht:l pending land selections under· the Native .Clai.e~s 

Settlement Act,- the ambigUity of' refuge bounda:ries, and passible militazy· · 
uses to .be inadequate and inP.ppropriate ·justification. :fo::::-·abandon1ng the .. 
COnCeded de facto (lua:lities OL l:tin:i, vakJ s· yr{ldtU1'leSS ~ . . . . 

Therefore, l·re .d:i.sagi-e~. wl th. the Conciusion~ of the study SUlllJll.ary regarding 
the unsu1;tabili ty of .H.\.zni vak for wilde:r:ness .designation, and we. full.y support 

.. The. ¥lildlife Soc:Lety's proposal that all of !hinivak National 'rlildli:fe Refuge, ·. 
except for lands to be s~Iected by the natives under ·the Jia ti ve Claims Act, · · · 

. · be. placed. in. the Hildemess · Sys-:tem. we: s.t;rorigly urge thei .Bureau to ·join 
tis in supporting this propdsaJ.~. . .. · · · · 

To· us, . the wilderness status of N'urd. vak is ·not a mat:t'er of ·designation~· • 
but l;'a.ther one of ratificat:}on. . . . 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, . . 

··~~-~.··· 
Gary' L. · :Pearson . · · 
Issues Cpairman 
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Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife . · · · · · . · · .. · · · · 

!'( EC E.l v EFOUR CORNERS WILDERNESS WORKSHOP 
~·o't. 2 -- -i'! I\ 0 1913 

Office of the Area. Director 
Anchorage~ Alaskci 

P. 0 .• Box 9.98. 
Shiprock~ NeVI Mexico 87420 

November 21, 1973 

~egional Director . . . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife · 

· . Alaska Area Office . . ' 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Our group is interested in supporting as wide a variety of lands as 
'. possible ill wiiderness areas for' scientific and environment~l study' 

and also enjoyment by futlire generations. We join Alaskan CO!lSer
vationists and The Wilderness Society :in their recommendations . 
concerning Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge~ Its preservation is . 

. ·. cerbiin:ly "imp·ortant in sa.ving unique·spe·cies and special ecosystems . 

. We request that approximately 3, 500, 000 acres be kept as wilderness . 
. We also believe the area should be kept in the Nafunal Wildlife Refuge 
System and not be relinquished by the· Bureau of Sport Fisheries. and 
Wildlife. · ' · · · 

.. Please maf;e this lettera part ofthehearingrecord. 

· . Sine erely; 

Donavon H. Lyngholm 

/ 
. . :• 1'~"':-'f 

i 



·, Friends. of tl1~> Eru~r1~ 
' 

Arizona . Branch a · p.o. box 1893 o scottSdale,. arizona 

/ 
~ove:mbe.r 18" 1973 

( 
. ' 

0 Director 
Q\tice ol lne p.,re ko . 

· ~choroge, AJos . 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Stre~t · 

. ' . ' 

Brian Massumi. 

r 

that the 

Lap.Q,~Use Task Force Co-Chairman 

i 

"Committed to the preservation, restoration · arid rational use of the Ea,rth'' 
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a-IICAGOLAND CHAPTER . . . . . . 
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·Regional Director. · 

. ivUv 2 31973 
Dlttcs of lh · · · 

. ·An . . e Area Directo 
.. chorqno AJ · f ... ~. ask.Q 

' . 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 

and Wildlife 

813 D St. 
Anchorage , J~aska, 99501 

Dear Sir: 

615 ·Rochdale Circle 
Lombard,. ·Ill. 60148 

Nov~.· 21, · 1973 

i 
·l 

. Please ·.enter t.nto- the hearing record on Nunivak, the following 
statement: 

. tt As a ·ViSitor' t'o ·llaska·, vle ',are greatly concerned over the 
preservation of wilderness values in our northern state.. He urge· 
that Nunivak .Island N~tj.onal.'r/ildlife Refuge be given the maxim1liD 
protection tinder the l'lational Wilderness Peservation Act. · 

' . 
:It ·.is urgent that the wildlife be protected for. the Eskimo pop..: 

ulation and to·insure a refuge for the wildlife itself. 

vle strongly oppose the ''n~n-~1ilderneSS 11 d~signation by the 
Bllreau. 

. . . . 

·\~-e believe that the· tidal and submerged lands in the area also 
be given maximUm' protection. 

CC: Sen. Mike Gravel 
Stevenson, Percy, 
Ted. Stevens. 

. .. Very tr.Uly, . ( . . __L /' 

.. -C?~c:v JJ~. 
Raymond Mostek, Chairman 
Conservation Task Force 
Chicagoland Chapter, · 
FRIENDS OF THE :i1:.ARTH 
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KENAI 

November 19 1973 , . 

Regional Director, .BSF\'1 
Alaska Area Office 
·s13 0 ·street · · 
Anchorage,· .Ala15ka 99501 · 

Dear Sir: 

CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX ,563 
. SOLDOTNA 

ALASKA 99669 

The. Kenaf Peninsula Conservation Society has studied your 
Wilderness summary for Nunivak and we would iike to be put .· 
on· record as opposing the Bureau recommendationso . · · · 

In fact, we believe that nearly -all of the Refug; should ·be 
protected by being placed in thli! Nati_onal Wilderness · 
PreseTvation Svstem. The Bureau recognizes and so states 
that the refug~ is in most respects a ~ fact·o wilderness~ 

·We imderntand the ·need to .iillow native land selection under . 
the Native Claims Act and would not discourage this, however, 
this will constitute a small percentage of the total refuge. 
The Bureau says that the boundaries .are not \.fell defined~ · 
This is .viewed as a poor resaon to exchide it as wilderness• 
We would suggest t~e bou.I1dariea be defined now, as thi:J 
should have been done·long agoo · 

He do not believe that military.entitlement to use the refuge 
is a. ·_Valid reason to deny wilderness •. This provision should 
be re-negotiated. Other less desirable lands could just as·· 
easily serve the military need. 

The propos~ road ~ound the island should not be btiil t, · evE:m 
if wilderness protedtion is not forthcoming• _Such a road certaiDly 
is not compatible with good refuge management or even the present 
stated objectives·. · 

The use of sno\lmobiles, airpiane, ATV' s etc. poses a. somewhat 
more difficult proble-!!1 when assot:rla.ted with wilderness. _· OUr 
Society takes the stand that these uses,· unique to this 
situation can he consista.nt with wilderness management. The·· 
uoe of these machines used for subsistance reasons could oo 
considered as a prior. existing righto 
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-------- . ----

.···· . •. : ~ . -.. ~. . ' . -· ·-':. · . 

Page 2. :. ·.' :' . . 

. . ' ;· ~. .. . . .. 

. Protection of the refuges vast bird, fishery and wildlife 
' (mostly marine -niammals) populations _can on.ly be accomplished 

adequately by Yilderness classifiCe.tionj). Suf.lh classificatian 
.. removes the management of these resource5 from an individual 

basis and. affords it. the legal protection of the· Wilderne813 Act. 

. / 

In summary, O'llr .society proposes that nearly all of the refuge 
should be placed under the Natiotitl 'rlilderness Preservation 
system. This 'Would inelude ail the land not selected by the 
natives, riot used for present mili ta.ry. purposes, and dev.eleped 
areas . such as the airport and road. .vle "Would include. as 
wilderness all tidal and submerged lands also. 

Respectfully, 

Calvin M:... Fair, 
Wilderness Chidrman 



· KENAI PENINSUlA. CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
P. C. Box 563 

Soldotna, lilaska 996b9 

e November 6, 1973. 

Re~ional Diretitor 
Bureau or Sport Fisheries and \·ii·Icllife 
Alaska Area Office 
&13 D Street 

. Anchorage, Al~ska· . 99501 

··.· .. w.· 2-. . 
. · t . . 

. C/' 

Dear Sir: 
. - ~ . r 

The Kenai Peninsula Conservation Society finds the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Vlildlife in. conflict rrith its own findings on the 
Nutlivak National 1iildlife Refuge. 

In its summary the Bureau recognizes that the Nunlvak Wildlife refuge 
is an area ~ell ~uit~d to wilderness desi~~ation~ then coneludes that 
it sho~ld no~be so de~ignat~d •. 

Bureau objections t~ Wild erne as classification of Nuni vak seen cen
tered bn th~ natives Use.of. ~nowmachines for subsistence purpos~s. 

···.The summary· states, "such use is viertea as incoi:npatiole with wilder
ness protection and ~anagement under terms of the Wilderne~s Act or 
1964". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. . . . ' . . 

In reality the Wilderness Adt would allow snowm~~hine u~e by the 
natives for subsistence purposes under the ''prior. existing right 11 

--·wording of ··t.·he kct. · · · · 

Other Bureau objections to wilderness classification of Nunivak are. 
~ven less imprecise~ .almost nebulous in nature~ 

The Kenai Peninsula Conservation Society recommends that all. or 
. Nu.ni vak Na ti anal Wild life Refuge be· placed in t.he \-iilaerne es 5~ stem, 
except. tor lands to be selected by the nativ~~ und~r the Natives 
1and Claim~ Act~ · · 

. . . .. . . . . . . . 

It is requested that this lett':'lr be.inserted in the official hearing 
record. - - -

Vel}; tryly Y?li~, · .. · .. · 

.. £:0::;,z/l. (_fo@tc:L 
Georgefj;. Pollard · 

·Board }/r Dlrectors 
Kenai Pebinsul~ Conservation Society 
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Address: Box .1004, Corrales, N.M. 87048 . 

,...~~ 

liov. 11 , · 1 97 3 

Regional Director -
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife. 
Alaska Area Office · · 
813 D Street ~-- · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear sir 

. . •,' - .· 

Eu;tcu of ~;J:;rt f!sh>~ric-.s and Vii!dilfe 
. RE(;:EIVEO :~ 

' i 

t .'v 1 ·-~ 1373 · 

As a:. commercial enterprise· operating in the W'ilderness .. 
Areas of the .United States, we wish to· strongly endorse· 
.the c6n~ervationists' prop6sal fo~~a.3~500~000 adre 
Nunivak NWR Wilderness~ including all of. the E.efuge 
except the native.selected lands. 

·i .. -
:· .... I 

Not only · the· wilderness. ·resourcE:!· of -.Nuni vak 1TWR .·. 
at' high quality' 'but vie fear that without wilderness '. 
protection the entire refuge may be declassified., 

Sincerely· .. 
(j //·_ ;:.-· -7 
~H.{/.":_~ 

.Debbie K. Sease 

DKS/wf 

Backpack -·Float Trips to the. wilderness and wild rivers. of Mexico and the Great American Southwest 



November 19 ~ 197 3 

·Regional Director · 

. ' 

:Box 441 

) 

Bureau of-Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Aiep. Office · 
813 D Street· 

·Anc;.horage, Alaska 99501 

Sincerely, 
{

I 
: . ~, . . . . . 

Surcc:u of" 
vPcrt Fi·~" . 

R E c E·• vnes and Wildr:r. 
. l V ED . . .. (o 

I It'' - . 
I\JUV 2 , .. ., 

Q 1973 
Office of the · . . . 

Anch Area Dire-.'"for 
· p.roge. Alo.stco 
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. A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

. c 

Regional Director 

cf :-;:::;t ft_::-:":ri.•::.~ -::-~·:-! '//:;;:;;~':: · 
. n E <: !: I \' E c 

. f~ 

'-·! .· 

()~tio;C Cf t~S ;:: r-20 8!.rc,:!"Or, 

. Aflchdrc,:;~A t\L::::(~ 

. )3ureau of Sport. Fisheries and \-lildl ife 
. Alaska Area Office · · 

-... 

i 
1104 Cedar Street 
Yreka, California 96097 · 

· · November 9 1973 
. . ' 

•· 813 D Stre~t. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 · 

·. ~· Dear Sir: 
. ' . . . . 

The l-it. Shasta Area Audubon Society strongly u:rQ:es you to place 
all of Nunivak NAtional i .. Jildlife Refuge ip:t:bethe nation's HilderrtesE; 

. System. ,.rnile \·ie recogriize that you. can only recommend such ·a . 
'move ·to the Congr:e·s·s, ;\.,~e feel· ·th!':!t .your sunoort of such a proposal 
is absolutely critical. · · 

. . . 

. He must reject the· notion that SnO\·Tmobiles deny the. areH. \vilderness 

. classificHtion since this certRinly can be interpreted as .a nrior 
existing right ·to .the ·NRtives under the 1·7ilderriess Act. ·pe strongly 
supnort a i·lilderness proposal of 3.,5 million acres for the islAnd. 
He do not SUl)Dort the idea of including the N:':itive 's l".nd \·lith in 
·the \.Ji],derness System. 

Finally, we certainly would hope that this ·island Hoi.lld neve::e leave 
the jurisdiction- of the Bureau of Snort Fisheries ~qnd -I.Jildlife. · 

Please submit this letter to the offic.al hearing record •. 

Sincerely yours, 

·.·~ 
James \'7,. Eckm."ln 

·Conser-Vation Chairman 
Mt. Shas.tP- Area Audubon Society 

for tile conservation and appreciation of wildlife and wild~rness • 
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·- W4t :£1nuutuiurrrn··· · 

~enttlt. ilasqiugtnn !UU ll ·' 
. . - .· .. 

P. c.-sox ~22. · 

. . .. 

BRANC~ES AT ~ACOMA, E_;ERETT AND tii.YM,;IA 

. . : ·· '·2~ ·November 1973 . 
·~- :· .. . ? ' .. ~~: . \ ' 

Regional Di~eitor. .. . 
:Burere.1 of sport Fisheries. and ·wil,dlife. 
Alaska Area Ol'fice ·. 
813 ·D~treet · 
Anchorage; Alas:Ka ·99501 

··.·Dear sir, 

• • ·- 'I . ~. ' 

.,'\'., 

. . The ·rl..oi.mtaineers is an o.i-ganiiation of nearly 5000 m~mbers. · Its · · 
· · officui..l ournoses ·1nclude. the exploration and sttidy of naturaL areas 

. . o:( t;he North\vest and the 'preservatiqn: oi'. tne natural 'beauty o.f. this .. 
. ·ar~a. Fo.r' niany years ou:I;' members. have visited Alaska ~d we consider · 
that state, a very important ·.Portion of our area of interest •. For 
these 'reasons we h.flve. reviewed the wildern<?SS proposal' i"Or Nuni:VaJ:.:: '' . e . National ·wildlife .·Refug~ with considerable interes.t and concern. 

. . . It is ~~~. i'eeli~g that th·e Bureau oi" Sport Fi:;;heries .and Wild-: 
· Life in its .Wilderness· study SUI!lii:lary makes. a far :stronger. cas.e · for 
·inclusion of the Refuge in. the Nationa).. Wilderness Preservation sys- · 
.·cern. than against it.·: Tlie very ri.ch wild·lii"e populations~ . espec·ial1y 

. those of sea and.inigratorybirds.a:.nd raarine.mar:imals, the.introduced 
',musk ox~n,' the native reip.deer industry, a.TJ.d: )_rideed the de ,facto . ' 
·~viLic'"'lE:::s ·status of tb,e Refuge itself can. be best .protectea...by placing· 

. t .:-_~ 3·~: c.;,c.e in. the National 'N ilderness .Preservation s-v--stem.. ·,vildli.f.e . 
.:".:.::.tJi.~~t. is crucia'i to. mclint.ertance _of.Kligratory .bird ';,nd mammal popula
tions; and t·he loss of' Such ha:b_itat world-.vide is the .::n.ajor ·cause of 
concern for the 1·uture of wildlife •. Alaska's resource ~develooment 
will result. in muc.h habitat 1oss; ·the protection· of ttis Refuge as 
wilderness would help guarantee e:Xisterice·of important·breeding.and 

. nesting . grounds. . . . . . . 

Vlhiie w:e ca~·.tinderstand how the ·present u,se of t!:le snowmobile 
by the nativep could be perrriitteQ. within the Wilderness·as a "prior·· 
existing right", we have ser.iou~ reservations ab::rut t'he use oi" such 

· illachine.s in Wilderness Areas:. · ·rhe harassment of wildlii'e an'd O.astruc- · 
tion' o-f ha[)itat by sno·n:riO'Qile use. is ·well dOCUJj,ented. ·rherefor_e, 
though we feel that· the present use· of :such :o.::whines does· not :Jrec·lude. 
inclusion of the ]:tefuge in the Wilderness System, .we. strongly ur;;:e that 
such use be ca·reful·ly studied; that alternative methods of winter travel 

.· ?e .sought,· and that any_.permitted.1JSe.be."strictly controlled. Most 
· Important l:labitat areas s.hould be closc;d ·to snow.::nobile travel a..nd · 

A.· use· for recreational purposes including nonessential huntin::r should b~ 
• prohibited~ · · ·· · o 

.. . • . TO EXPLORE, STUOY, PRESERVE, ANO EN.,JOY THE NATURAL BEAUTY Of THE NORTHWEST .• 

.·.<'·· 



.. 

. . . . . 

The.Alaska State Highway Department forecast. of nossible need 
for a road around the. island· . the future is another-argwnent for 

. inclusion~ of the island· in the Wilderness System. The construction · 
·. of such a road would destroy natural values the Refuge was created 

to protect. .·. · 

We. find in the Wilderness Study Sti:nm::1ry no re::1son not t·o 
include t Refuge in the 'lhlderness system. Therefore we strongly 

. the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 9.lld Wildlife to maintain the 
Nunivak'National Wildlife Eefuge withirc its jurisdiction and to. 

·recommend that all of the Reguge not se cted by the Natives under 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act be included in the National 

. Wilderness :Preservation System. · · 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~·· 
·Ken Davis 
Chair.:..uan, Alaska Committee 

· Corts~rvation D~vision 
The Mowitaineers 

' . \ .. 



--~..•. · 
Regionai Di~ect~r- · 

NoYeraher 3, 1973. 

Bu.!'eau· of Snoi·t Fishsries 
· ::-:--~_:_lUasY.Jl. irea- Office 

'rli1dlife · 

. 8:LJ D St:.:eet 
· .f$nchoi:age, Ah<3ka 995Di 

··e. 

e. 

· D~?r Sii:: 

The. Naturalist. Olub of J:,agU.na Hill~,. SOL'le 450 .. strqng;· urgentiy reeo;'!l,T:ends 
· thut all Of· -tiuniV2k fit:d:;ior...al Vfi:)_dlife l~ef>ig$ be placs-d ~D, the .. ',\Tildernes;; .S;y-s~ew, 
exc~pt for to be .selected by. the. t.hres unaer- th~ :Na~ive Cl~Gs . .:~ct. 'i'he · 
total acr.:::age l'ecor:.r.~en:3.ed is ·r.·PP~;oX:L:.:tately: 3,500~000 acres. · 

. . Gall attention to the fa~t tba·G the- ~se of\ sriovf4)biles fo:· · ~11bsist~:::we purposes 
· . is a prior existing right penni tted uridir ·the :'l:Ui_e~·.oes;:~ .&ct.· ·Placing .of· the 

l~UliivaJt 1rfildlife :.:.efuge in ·the Wilde:;:ness. ~yste~ \{ill help the natives to con~ 
tiriue the;ir supsistence uayof life. 

l'le feel the. unique 1.-tiide;ness .. refuge with its . trenen:lo'us scenic anJ wildlife 
. re~our·ces of both rlt.tional an::! intern&tional significance .shoi.}~d ~-::ept-.in the 
:rratio'na1· ~vilC:lifo Refuge Syste:::2 a11d · not. be .relinqui$he¢!.: by the Bur-ec.u. of Sport . 
F~she}ies [:n~ Wilcilife. · · · · 

Will· you kindly ad.d tJ:li$ to oth~r plens to. l;>e ·placed in tha he~:.ring record. 

":' 

. ··:· 

. '.' 

' : ,, . 
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OPEN 
LAf~DS 

·PROJECT 
53 W. JACY.SO>J BlVD. 

CHJCAG-o~ H .. .!JNO!S ,~ 

SMlTH 

JEFFREY P.. .Sl-'ORT, JR. 
hen'!':J(.uy ct:airr..an 

GUNIIAR 1'.. PETE.'lSON 
ueor,.n.e c1rec:r:x .. 

Office of the Are~ Director 
Anchorage, Alaska 

· Regional. Director . 
.Bureau of Sport FiSheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area·Office 
81.3 · D Street 
.Anchorage,. Alaska 995.01 

Dear Sir: 

I 

Please enter this letter into the rec·ord of·. the public 
hearing of: November 23,. 1973,. r~garding.the Nunivak 
NationalWildlife Refuge~ 

The Open Lands. PrOject is a private,. .non-profit organi-
. zatiori with offices. in Chicago,. .Illinois. We .would l;Lke 
to :voice our support of the efforts to · preserve the· wi:l,..;. ... · 
dernes.s values of NU:nivak National Wildlife Refuge·and 
recommend that all of the Refuge be placeq. in .the Wilder-
ness System, except for larids to he ·selected by the N~tives 
uri:der --·t'he ·Natiye ·Cla·ims A:ct. · · 

We· oppose any pian by the. Bureau of Spor.t Fisheries ·and 
Wildlife thatwill endanger the natural integrity and" I 

. future of this vast, unique and beautiful wilderness island • 
. This Refuge with· its tremendous scenic. and \'lildlife re- I 
sources of bothnational and international significance I 
should be kept .in the National Wildlife Refug,e System and .. · 
not relinquished by·the Bureau.of Sport Fisheries and Wild- · 
life. · · · 

Thank you tor your . support of emrironmental . quality. 

· Sincerely yours,. . 

..Jlarajkafl 
Sara J. Segal rf. · · 
Director, 
Land Advocacy Program 

SJS tt 

BOARD OF DIRECTO_RS: William :.1. Beech~r. Ph.D .• George M. Covington, Richard L Ettlinger, WalterT. Fisher, Volney W .. 
Foster; Corwith Ham)ll, Cyrus Mark, Charles E. Olmsted, P.h.D .• George w. Overton. Charles F. Samelson, M.D., Mrs. William 
D. Shorey. Jeffrey R. Short, Jr., Sydney Stein, Jr •• Harry M. \Veese, ·George H. Woodruff, M.D., Mrs .. Hobart Young, Jr. · 
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·. PELI'CA:Dl ISLAlfD· AUDUBON SOCIETY 
~. 
~ 

: P. 0, Box IS33 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32960. 

·. 

November 21, 1973 
i 

Regional·Director· 
.I 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries. and Wildlife· 
Alaska·Area Office 
813 n·, Street 
Anchorage. Alaska·99501 

Dear Sir: 

On behalf of .the Pelican Island A'\idubon Society, comprised of ovV!I' 
600 citizens, I urge you to place all of the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge ·in the Wilderness system, except the village of l·iekcryuk, and 
those areas reserved for native Americans under the Native Claiins Act • 

. After readiilg through your· study of this area I was shocked by the 
Bureau's recommendation that none of the refuge should be designated as 
wilderness" · In ·fact, I went back and re-read the study to' see if I had 

· .. mis-read·i·e:ve!"!yth1:ng, and .. ce:n .only.:conclude that the Bureau must have 
based l.ts Recommendation· on some facts o.r reasoning that were· omitted 
from the study reporto If I have ever heard of an area more qualified 
for "wilderness". status than Nunivak, · then it has yet to ·be discovered. 

The Bi.u-eau I s recommendation makes one wonder if the White House ' 
staff is continuing its pre-Watergate.arrogance. in influencing decision 
making within the executive brancho · · 

. . ' . ' 

Each of your reasons on which you based your recommendations is 
insuff1ciento . Use of snowmobiles by Natives is a prior existing right 
:Permitted under the ·Wilderness Act. Native land selections easily can 
be excluded from Wilderness designation~ If necessary, a new boundary 
can be defined for the refuge. l<~inally, no .(uture need to build a road 
around the island will arise if the area is designated· a Wildernesso To 
sa:y that the Alaska· Highway Department may be planning such a road in the 
future P.egs the issue. You could just· as well use the argument that the 
AEC may want to use the island for an underground bomb test site at some 
future date., 

We strongly urge you to reconsider your recommendation and place 
Nunivak Island in the National Wilderness Preservation ~stemo 

cc: Sen. Chiles, 
Sen. Gurney 
!<ep. Bafalis 

Si~'-=hyours, /,/. . ~;. ·~ rfic/ ,t---.?(£( <!! 
. erber , Khl.e II, Ph.D., , 
President · 

. "This is 100% recycled paper" 



SA~J FtlAN.ClSCO · 
BAl.) Clii\PTER . 
. SIERRA CLUB 

~--·-·~------, -------r·--..;-·--~--~ 

· i.filderriess Subcommittee·. of the . Conservation Corimd .. ttee 

:__]l;;~~;;::;::J· 5608 COLLEGE AVENUE./ OAKLAND,· CALIFORNIA 94618 /· (4l5) 658-7470 · · 
. ' . . ; . 

United States Department of.the·Interior 
BUreau of Sport. Fisheries and 1ofildlife 
Alaska Area Office · 
· 813 D Street 
Anchorage,Alaska.99501 

Nov. 19;1973 
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Th.e IHldern.ess. S~b~ommi t·te~ asks that the. Bureau 
reverse its pos~tion on ~· Wildeiness proposal for 
Nuniyak Island,and that it instead recotnmend to the 
President and Co;ngress that approximately 3.5 million 
acres of the Refuge become par.t of the National.··. · · · · 
Wilderness Prese.rva·tion System. This. acrea:g~ ,recommended 
by .Alaskan conservationists and. the Wildlife Society,· · 
includes submerged and tidal lands surrounding the island, 
and specifically excludes lands' the resident Natives ··· · 

· idll select under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act. 

lfe feel. that the noncpnforming uses, propo~ed fa,cil:i.. tes, 
and other-factors cited by the Bureau in support of-its 
non-recommendation. for ivilderness are not $uff'icient to 
disqualify the entir~ty of the Refuge fro~ Wilderne~s 
status.. The use of snmvmobiles ,f6r example, in no l..ray 
infringes the .. lvildernes.s experience of visi t.ing 

. recrea1;ionists~ simply because the area has virtually no 
recreational use, and· over-snow vehicles do .not leave 
their mark on the land and only temporarily and 'locally . 

·disturb wildlife. In this instance,we feel thatan · 
exception .in the provisions of' the. Wilderness Act is 
justified because snowmobiles are required by the Natives 
for their ·hunting, and becaus.e su.ch -"-~. ·. ·. mechanized · 
use of the· Refuge· is small. in its. impacts relative to.· the 
immensity and. harshness of. the island~ As .the BSF&iv 
Study Summary itself states.,the management drrection for 
the islan.d is essentially maintenance of a wiiderness 
habitat· for wildlife •. If' the Bureau believes. mechanized 
vehicles.are consi.stent with this-management goal,then 
Wilderness. should be appropriate.· 

' 
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Ueindeer.herding is an important activityto the 
Natives,who can pe .riglltf'ully considered,in their 

·--~·subsistence hun:t;;:i,ng and fi~hing economy,an essential· 
and unobtrusive part of the island. Though the reindeer 

·have been introdu6ed;they are_ similar :i-n severa1 ways . 
.. .. . to the .. preexisting caribou-:ecologically, esthetically, 

and ·economically. Theil;" presence is hardly a mairi· or 
contributory reasonfor disqualifying all of' the 
Isiand f'rom 1-lilderness. They are analogous to domestic 

·livestock,"'V'hich cis a. pr;ior estab.;Lished 1,1se are 
permitted to' gra~e in Wildernesses of the lower 48 .. 

The Bureau should exercise .its influence to see 
that 'the possib-le road around the island is not buiit . 
if' it will in any way impair scenic arid wi-ldlife values. 
A strong recommendation f'or Wilderness is·a good way 
of' accomplishing this. ·serious debate about the future· 
of' the island· and offshore lands as wilderness would 
serve to clari.fy ·the n.eed, or lack of'. -it, f'or this road· 
arid its relationship to the.long-term management of' 
the Refuge as a near-pristine·environment. 

The matter of' the ref'uge boundary's imprecise.n~ss. 
and the pending land-selections can both be resolved in· 
the near f'uture~the latter by Decembe~ 1974,a year hence. 
P.end.ing · the-·F<e·soluti-on ·o·f' these m-inor problems, the Bureau 
shou~d recornnrend 1Hlderness for the Refuge, an.d then· later 

_make adjustmtmts and deletions as needed. · · 

We strongly believe that the Ref'rige,minus selected 
·lands, should ind~f'ini tely remain un.de.r the management·.·. 
of' the Federal Government ,and specif'ically,-the Bureau· 
o:f Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 

Please include this letter in the official hearing record. 
Th-ank you. 

ec: The Wilderness Society 
Sierra Club,National Wilderness Committee 
Senator Alan Cranston,Calif'ornia 
Senator John Tunney,Calif'orni!3, 
Senator Mike Gravel,Alaska 
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SIERRA CLUB 
.OFFICE OF THE NoRTHwEsT REPRESENTATIVE 

4534\lz University Way, N. E.· 
·Seattle, Washington 98105 

(2o6) 632-6157 
·. Eurecu of ... 

20 November .1973 ~Port Fisher; · 
R E C f 1 . e, 011 d Wildlife . . v f ~1 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries ·and Wildlife 
Alaska Afea Office 

Nov 2 3 181.3 
. Otttee ot the A . , 

· ·" -,.L rea DlfeCtor 
13/J;.uoroge, Alaskq . 813 D Street 

Anchorage; Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

rie would. like to comment on the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and IHldlife 
consideration of the wilderness value of the Nunivaic National rlildlife. 
R~fuge. .· lfle cannot agree with your conclusions that none of the Refuge 
should be given wilderness designation •. "ftather, we urge that all of the 
Nunivaic Re::fuge be Classified as v1ilderness, except for the village of 
Mekoryuk and those areas that the Natives will claim under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act. 

We urge. that approximately 3.5 million acres be preserved. as wilderness 
because of the striking scenic and wildlife resources. of this area. The 
i.siands aild surrounding submerged·lands offer a wilderness e:itperience 
-that has .. the potential of being untouched in any \vay by ·the strong current 
. .of htiman development simply because of its location, twenty-three miles · 
off of Alaska Is \-Test ern coast. Not only the land characteristics and 
w-ildlife are worthy of preservation, but .the Eskimo way of life is a 
~ignificant culture· that should be .maintained as close to its present 
nature as po-ssible. · The Natives are serisi tive to the land; depend on 
its resources .for existence and have a way of life harm~nious ,\'lith the 

. maintc3.inance ·a·f the_ \~ilderness characteriStic-s .of N~_ivak- Island. - --~ 

We see it as es~ent:lal that the Natives be able to cont1.nue their 
. way of life •. The use of snowmobiles for subsistemc.e living j:mrposes 
is a prior existipg right pen"mi tted under the 1h.lderness. Act, and we feel 
the Natives continued sriow_mobl.le use should be allowed as a replacement 
of the traditional dog team~_ Reindeer herding should also be permit~ed · 
t.o contin:ue since it leaves the NunivakRefuge in a substantially· 
"untrammeled" conQ.ition. Neither of these uses on Nuniva,k Island violates 
the intent of the \'lilderness Act • 

He strongly support the concept of a 3.5 million acre Nunivak Island 
tlilderness Area and urge you to consider the national and international .. · 
significance of the protection of this unique refuge. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, · 
~K~ 
Donna Klemka . 
Staff Assistant 
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A CHAPTfR OF ALASKf, CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Bureau of Soorts Fisheries & 
U.S.· Fish & .. '1/ildlife Service 
813 D Street · 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

P.O. BOX . 97 · . SlTKA, ALASKA 99835 
.· :November 6, 1973 

Gentlemen:· _ _, ,L,:- :, ,,,~ ~;:c:~:-::r 

- By means . of this written at~ te'~eht·- -the·· members of the Sl tka . 
.....________ _ Conservation Society would like to testify on the Nunivak island 

-~--~----wilderness Proposal. · · 
. ' . . ' . . . . . . 

- . . . . . 

· ltle are a. ·group of ·l:ocal Alaskan citizens fc;n-m all t;alks. of life; 
our. common interest is a conc·er~n for the environm€mt; our . 
membership represents one per cent of the Sitka population • 

. we urge the designation of Nunivak Island .as a vlilderness . 
. Area under your_agency. We feel·tnis will.provide the area necessary 
.for subsistence activities for .the Eskimoe:::ofil-~Iekoryuk, and at the 
saine time pr·ovide a multitude of. experiences for any. outside. 
visitor who .is s~a:.rching for \rlilderness soli.tude. 

. . ' . . . 

The Summary v1hich your Agency prepared· certainly reinforces 
the ~ildernes~ quality of Nunivak. It seemed ~tartling that you· e ---=~~;~n~=~~-:-~~~1:5~~~-t;r:~~derness d~signation. after cataloguing 

· . · · vie are sure tha tyout Agency can find way-s to· limit the snorT 
· machines, which you cite as the 11most serious confli-c-t with ·w-ilder

ness 11 de signa t:Lon. . It seems almost ludicrous that the. puihlic 
should lose Nunivak. as. a Vii:Lderness because 35 or so households 

· in a 3t million acre area have sno\i. machines. · · 

\'I.e challenge you to· find· a better reason -for recommending 
against wilderness --if this is your real objective.· Otherwise~ 
find imaginatiVe al terna·tl VeS tO the II COnflicts II Cited in your 
Summary.. ·· 

· . Yours tr.uly; . · ~ . . · · 

·. )fl IY\ti: \l\ . Ucv,D;tscxalJ i'-' 
· · Sitka Conservation Society 



CJi) 
SouthWest River Study Commjttee 
P.O. Box· 157 .GLENWOOD~. NEW MEXICO. · 88039. 

- . ~urecu of !:oort . ...,.. ·'. ~., : 
.., · . '··"'-' ·ltudlife . 
"ECEJVE

/ . .J 

Nov., 11 , 1 973 · · 

Regional Director 
·Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

·AlaSka Area .Office 
813 n Street .... 
Anchorage, Alaska · 99501 

Dear sir 

and VI ildli·fe 

The Southwest River Study Oommittee·is a group of 
several himdred individuals involved. in .the ureser
vatio:tt of·free-flowing rivers in the Southw~f3t United 
Stat~s. However, we are concerned with the prese~- · 
vation of rivers and wilderness throughout·the country. 

' . ' . . . . ·. 

w·e .·have been impressed that the Bureau of Sport. Fisheries. · 
~ Wildlife has the ~est appieciation 6f wilderness values .· 
of any of the three agenc.i,esincluded in the Wilderness 
Act.· Your proposals have u:hijor:tnly be.en exeellent •. ~ We 
were surprised then, in reading. your wilderness proposal . 
for 1ifm1i vak Wildlife Refuge .that you proposed no •wilder
ness for this outstanding and ·important island refuge • 

. Vie feel that The Wilderness Society's answers . to your. 
arguments against aNunivak Wilderness are valid·and 
that cwilderness designation is not only feasible' but 
defin.itely called for •. - - . . 

We support wilderness de.signatioii f()r ·all of N'Un:ivak 
lWR~ except for lands to be selected by the natives.· 
TlJ.is would total a"Qout.3~50o;ooo acres of Wilderness~ 
Snowmobiles £or sub~istence purposes is a valid existing 
right pernii tted under the Wiiderness Act. Nurii vak :til'iR. 
is ·.an outstanding area of federal land and should not .. 
be, under any circumstances, be ·given up by the .BSF&W. 

Please·make. our statement part .of the official hearing 
record •. Thank you. 

3\~ ~JCV#l 
Da~man .... · 

Chairman 
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UPPER COOK INLET CHAPTER, THE ALASKA CONSERVATIOli_ SOCIETY 
·. :Box 3395, Anchorage, Alaska. 99501 

Rearing Officer, Nunivak National W'ildlif.e 
Refuge_ Wilderness Study 

:Bureau o£ Sport Fisheries and Vfildlife · 
Alaska ~U'ea Office. 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Sir: 

. flureeu of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVED 

NOV 2 31973. 
Office of 1he Area Director 

Anchorage, Aloslc.a . 

Our organization wishes to make the f.ollowing statement in regard 
to the llunivak National Wildlife Refuge Wilderness Stud.y, and we. request 
·that it be ~ncluded in the_Publio Rearing-Record .. 

For the purposes of this statement, the term 11 Refuge Lands" w_ill 
refer to lands within the boundaries·of the Nunivak national Wildlife 
Refuge, after the Alaska Natives e!lti tled to ma,ke land selections within 
the Refuge, under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement.Aot of1971 have 
made these selections. 
· · First, we wish to state that we believe that ail tidal and submerged 
lands within the Refuge should be given Wilderness status. . . . . 

.Second, we wish to state that a sur\rey should be Undertaken, at the 
·earliest possible time, to determine the offshore :boundaries of the 
Refuge. This should include, a't least, the present twelve-mile limit 
of U.S. Fisheries jurisdiction; arid if the Bur:eauis legal couns.el states 
that this_ would not. conflict v:;i th treaties or international laws, it 
sho~d go ou.t to the two hundred meter d-epth. e · ,.Third,_, .we.w.ish t.o state that certain critical wildlife habitat areas= 

· on the Island. should definately 'be given ''Wi'ldern:ess status.· These include 
the Sea. bird nesti-ng areas near Cape Mohican, at the Western end of the 
Island; and the Estuarial areas at the Sauthern end of the leland~ near 
Cape Mendenhall. .In addition, consideration should.be given to including 

.. the Crater area near the center of. the Island• . . ·. · . 
We are disturbed· at the Bureau's ttei ther/or1' position on Wilderness 

1 Btatus :for the Re.f.uge. The Bureau seems to be taking the position that·· 
since the use . of snowmobiles by Alaska 1-l'a tl. ves on the Refnge has completely 
supplanted the use of dog -teams for winter transportation, and· since. the 
use of :mowinobiles is incompatible with Wilderness status, none of the 
Refuge can-or should be given such 1;3tatue. Surely this is not the case.· 
We believe that extensive S'l,lrveys should be made to determine w}lichareae. 
of the Refuge are now being u.sed, and have historically been used, by the 

·Natives living on the Island for subsistance and Re.indeer herding activitieso · 
All areas of the Island, in addition to those mentioned above, which are 
!'!9.! necessary £or the use ofthe Island's Natives should then be considered 
in a futilre Study, for Wil-derness Statue~ 
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UPPER COOK INLET CHAPTER~ THE ALASKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
- Box 3395, Ju:lchora.ge, Alaska 9950i 

We wish to stress that we do not wish to disturb in any way the 
Natives 1 use o:f- the Refuge -:for subsistanoe OJ; Reihdeex husbandry 9 -~
long~ these activities-do n21 seriousl;y coni'lict with the R_rimaiT,
purpose .2f. the _Refuge~ _Present 'uses of the Refuge by Natives living 
<ni the Island do not appear to conflict wj_th the purposes for which 
the Island _\vas .withdrawn as a Wildlife Refuge,· and we see no reason 
whi this situation. cannot continue, :if the Bureau monitors these 

·activities adequately. -
Also, we note that one of the reasons given for the Buxeau :for- _; 

not reccomending Wilderness statu,s for the Refuge is that there is. a 
Clause in the Wi thdrawe.l which permits Mili tar-.r use of_ the area. Is 

- this clause not also in effect in the case of other Refuges which have 
been reccomended for Wilderness Status? We believe· that the Department 

-of Defense should be qonsu1ted- in fact, we assume that they already _ 
have; as we Underste.ndthat such consultation is a normal part of any 
.action such as this Wilderness Classification Study. If_the Department 

_ of Defense doet3 not obj_ect to Wilderness status- for the_ Refuge, or 
_parts of it, then we do not believe.that the subject clause is a va.lid 
reason-fornot reccomending Wilderness statua for the Refuge~ or parts 
of it not otherwise-disqualified.for such stattis.because of the use of 
snowmobiles therein. . 

We welcome this· opportunity to add our comments to the hearing 
record. We have attempted tomake constructive reccomendations. 

Sincere~·/( 

Gerald R. Brookman 
Chapter President 

Page Two -of Two Pages - Nuni vak Hearings .. 
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November 19, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fi~heries 

arid Wildlife :.~;.:.~0 ci S;:;crt Fi~he:iss od I}J:!d:~re 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street ~~ 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

R E C E. i V E ::; 

Office of lhri Area Director· 
Anchoral:)ci~ Alcsk.o -

. The lolilderness Society would like to make the follm·ling comments regarding the 
Bureau 1 s wilderness proposal for Nunivak National Io/.ildlife Refuge .. We request 
that this letter be'made a part cif the official hearing record. 

The·· Society strongly disagrees with the Bureau's conclusion that none of Nunivak 
. Refuge· is· ~uitable ·for \v:i_lderness designation. · On the contrary, we believe that 
all lands within the Refuge--except for the village of Mekoryuk and those areas to 

·be eelected by the Natives .under the Alaska Native Claims Act.,.;.are fully qualified .. 
for \vilderness designa,tion under the Wilderness Act and should be· recommended by 
you for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. Along with 
Alaska conservationists and other conservation groups nationwide, we recommend 

. wilderness classification for a total of approximately 3. 5 million acres -of Nunivak 
Refuge. 

.J. 
I 

.The_,reasons given py you .for your non .. s.ui.table recominendad.on for Nunivak Refuge 
are, we feel, indefensible.· 

The use of snowmobiles by Native residents for subsistence purpo.ses is a prior 
existing right permitted to continue under the W.ilderness Act. Department of· the 
Interior policies recognize that. the "use of motorized, . over-the .. snaiv vehicles for 
subsistence purposes may be permitted within Hilderness areas in Alaska. 11 Your 
position is therefore contrary to c1.1rrent policy of your mv_n Department in this 
regard. Stich use of snowmobiles is·necessary under present circunistances. In 
such a harsh primitive environment, srimvmobiles are the only means by which Natives 
can subsist. The Natives love the .land and. depend on Nunivak's Hildlife resources. 
for their very subsistence.· Wilderness protection under the Hilderness Act is by 
far the best means of ensuring that the ·citizen,s of Nunivak can maintain their 

.Native culture and subsistence patterns. \Htho~t the Wilderne~s Act Is. legal pro
tection, ·future decision> could alter the \vilderness. character of the island. 

The reindeer herding enterprise is c'ertainly not a valid reason for denying \vil
derness protection to Nunivak Refuge.· The reindeer herding still leaves the .refuge 
in·a substantially "untrammeled" condition " •.. affected primarily by the force~ of 
nature, with the imprint of man's \vork substantially· unnoticeable." ·:In addition, 
the reindeer herding contributes importantly to the subsistence needs of Nunivak's 
natives as well as supplying an important source of protein to the residents of 
the adjacent Yukon Delta.. · 

••JN Wll.DJI.~ IS. THE PRESERVATION OF nil: WORLD." -THOREAV 
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Pending Native land selections under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and 
their possible·incompatible use is.another reason giveri by you for your non
suitable wilderness recommendation. This argument is also invalid because, as 
aiready stated~·~ The l.Jilder~ess Society and .other conservationists· are recommending 
that all refuge lands except the village of Hekoryuk and those areas to be selected 
by ·the Natives be included in wild~'rness. · 

An imprecise refuge boundary is another reason cited by you for your non-wilderness 
recommendation. · ·Perhaps a ne<·7, clearly defined refuge boundary should. be drawn, 
but the present boundary, ri.eed in no way deter wilderness designation for Ntinivak. 

' . :· . . . . ., ' . . . 

The Alaska State Highway Department apparently foresees a possible future need to 
build a·road around the entire.island of.Nunivak. 'This is incompatible with the 
Bureau 1 s own sta temeht that "Current. management is direct·ed primarily .at protecting 

. the ecological integrity of the natural environment. This is a pre-requisite to 
maintaining populations of muskox and reindeer at levels of maximum sustained yield, 
protecting habitats of seabirds an:d other .native wildl,ife and providing opportuni
ties for subsistence and recreational hunting and fishing in accordance \vith' appli-
cable state and federal regul1.tions.'" · The Alaska State Highway Department's · 
projected possible. rieed for a road around Nun:ivak Is;land argues strongly for the 
need for wilderness protection, . rather than· being a reason for riot· designating the 
refugeas a wilderness area. This is a perfect exal1lple of the,destruction of 

·natural values that can occur if th~ refuge is not given protection under the 
Wilderness :A.ct. · · 

You state that conflicts with the military's e~titlement to use·the refuge is 
·another reason for non-wilderness·recormnendation. The Executive Order establishing 
Nunivak Refuge provided that 11 

••• this reservation shall not interfere with the use 
of the island for lighthouse; military, or naval pt;trposes ..• n However, t'o date·the 
only such usE! has· been a marine beacon on. Cape Mohican maintained by the Cbast . 
Guard~ This is n()t a valid reason for denying w·ilderness protection to Nunivak. 
Instead, the Order should be changed .to reflect current .values. 

The Hilderness ~ociety has heard pex.sistent rumo+s that the Bureau intends to 
relinquish Nunivak Refuge and that this is· a major reason for .the Bureau's non
suitable \vilderness recommendation for Nunivak-""'since wilderness designation · 
would clearly preclude any possibility of relinquishing the refuge. W.e sincer.ely 
hope that these are only rt1mors and that'· the Bureau has no such· intention. This 
unique wilderness refuge with :i,ts tremendous scenic and wildiife resourc~s of 
both national and 'international significance should be kept in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System and not be relinquished by the Bureau. 

We urge you to reconsider the position of your agency at the field hearings and 
develop realistic recommendations to include the bulk of this wildland in the 
National Wilderness Preservation· System. 

~ely, (8 
HarryB~ 
Director of Wilderness Reviews 
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Citizens• Letters of Testimony Received Prior to Anchorage Hearing 

No. 

27 
. 6 

23 
25 
22 
18 
3 

30 
21 
24 
13 
10 
17 
26 
20 
15 
7 

4 & 
.8 
29 
19 . 
9 
5 

12 
16 
14 
28 
2 
1 

/ 

Name 

John C. Barry 
{Charles G. Bennett 
( P. Bennett 
Helen 6. Bl~menschein 
Doc H. Burnett 
Laura Denby · 
Dale R. Edwards 
Kimball S. Erdmari 
Phil R. Fi kkan · 
Pat Ford 
Elinor B. Harvey 

· J. M. Herbert 
Phoebe .L. Holzinger 
James A. Hulme 

··r4arie Jensen 
Robert H. Martin~ Jr. 
Stephen .Jon Hontgomery. 
Urban C. Nelson. 

11 i··1arie Peronne 
C. A. Petty· 
Elenore S. Phillips 
Eltz·abeth ··A. ··Po·ole 
Gary Randorf 
Martha K. Rudnic.ki · 
H~rman Sch~eiber 
The Daniel Steinbergs · 
Tom Tomlinson 
Joseph & r~ary \~agner 
t~argaret West 
l'laymi e J. Wi ns.l ow 

Address 

99 F Street, S. Boston, t~A. 02127 
Box 264; St. Regis, MT. 59866 

Box 244, El Prado, NM 87529 
714 La Poblana; NW, Albutquerque,NM 87107 
Schoo 1 Lane, Lloyd Harbor, Huntington LI ,NY 
602 E. Sumach .St, Ha 11 a \4a 11 a, HA 99362 
Dept. Biol. SlipperyRock st. College, PA.l6057 
Box 13335, Spokane, WA. 99213. 
800 Saturn Ave, Idaho Falls, ID. 83401 
Box 1427, Juneau, AK. 99801 
1323 31st St.; 6gden, UT. 84403 

· 1604 Bellaire Dr.,Caspet, WY 82601 
608 1/2 Union Ave, Knox vi 11 e, TN. 37902 
?.Hillside Court, Northfield, MN. 55057 
Box 382, Va 11 ey Springs, CA. 95252 
UW~ 53, Biol Dept, .USU, Logan, UT.· 84321. 
Rt. 3, Bo~ 3072; Juneau, AK. 99801 
10013 Greiner Roarl, Clarence, NY 14031 
RD 4, Canton, NY . . 
6750 Valley Drive~ Riverside, CA. 
Valley Viev1, RD 2·Box 404, Hockessin, DE.l9707· 
Box 582, Lake Placid, NY .12946 · 
Radwyn Apts H-19, Bryn f·1awr, PA. 19010 
14 W. Jo~dan St., Pensacol~, FL. 32501 
4174 ramona Way, Livermore, CA. 94550 
4906 North Dixie, W. Palm Beach, FL. 33407 
5315 N. 60th Street, Phoenix, AZ. 85018 
Box C, Indianola, \~A. 98342 · 
Box 276, Heppner, QR. 97836 



'·- / -r. 

• 
_;/ 

1 

:~~:;!{;~~~_., 

t)::.:e~lsl- ~·~~· •·-·::' .. If 

Anc.horc~e .. A;:::~·d:..o 

- l 

~, .. ./! 

-..:.' 
-~ // 

--'· 

t ... /" 

~( ~-:- "[; _.-'/ 

--.i~t ... ··/ / . 
-z:~...C:--!./7·/ 

- : I . / 
·::::...cr-:r-:.-:'1 ~---:-o -:?_.r:J..--:-:-_.-:.--.~.7 ...,.,( /--:;-'""'..;:;._c-7':../ 

(./ 



• 

Charles G. Bem~ett . 
Box: 264 

St. Regis, Hontana 59866 · . 

Curccu of ~p~rt Fisheries und Vv'ildlife 
. ··RECEIVED. 

SEP 2 41873 . 
01tice of the Area,Dire"·"'' 

Ancl;oroge, A!esko 

: 

.. 

1 ·i ., ,. lj 
'·i 
·i 

:I ·j 
1 
~\I 

: li ' -
·: il 
·' il ., 

j 
l 
l 
i 
I 
i 
l 



F-. !')! r r· 'Ll'''"',... 'UJJL.K 0t 

p ~j 
is se1 

·high 
visited. is 
1 costs ftoin di 

: ~ ./ 

· f:nd Refuge 
s and 

uent stor~s make f1yi 
area. It is 2stimated 
the island for recreati 

than 25 visi e come to 
es in t(;~ pa.st ten ~/ears ot 

i1iunivak , hm :::ve·r, he ve C·J n s i d ere: b ·12 ~ :::- tc: rr:: i a ·1 
future: P'Jb 1 i c use. vc.r-i 

~ of high aes etic val~e. 

·.D; visit 

are :~:cellent .. 

and !:nJs kox 
for· sa1rnon 
and s trearns 

?nd p tan:rl n 
I 

,;·(...._;f._·.o;~£f....-.._ 

an Es k -! :qo 
to 1:Ji t!~E::SS 

i 
e 

sca.linsl~:::::--JD 14'/0 1.! d 
o ·f d d r·a.i·i~: o ~--: s u 

undet har·s itio::s, and to 
acquainted \'1i h Pdaska's first in 
c~l 1 attr butes. 

-. l
l 

I 
l. 

I 

/ 

0 

I 

I 

·'l . ' 

r' ( 
. L.. \ .. ! __ \,_. ~--f 

1 j 
'I 

.. ; 

_/I~ 

s0uther·n 

'. . ·--::_./· _./ ... ·· 

,: 

~-· .. /, .\ 



Is 
Pilato by David R. Cl:i.ne 

:;o ::;;ss:-~::·e 

::.·';.;e ;~~:!':1·25' so 

.'; 

/ 



...... 
. f the A. reo Dircc~nr •omce c . 
. Anchorage, Aiosko 

Blh"au.. Of Spgrt Fisheries 
· }..laska .J:'l..era Of:.f: • 
813. D,. St. 
Anchorage. !.J:asl{a 9:9501·· 

Doc .. E.,. 3v.r-nett · · 
. 714 La Poble.na. £.: G -tr e . 

.AlbuquerqUe I'~o~'~Iex 87107 

'{lisg to get my peorrt on thel'Ju.r."li vel-~ 1'lilc1er:r:iess, Su.:r•e hope that •·re ca.."1. 
get it in ~·le are loosing. too much lao_ and t'b....ings li}::e t::::at to the 
del. overs·~ T:-:ey are te.U:ing too much f:r·orrf .our natttr'al. resources a:'ld. no 
1·ray to cons:pate for them 

,~1/&vrz#. 
T-nan.ks!l' . Doc .. .H~·Burnett 

Affiliated With. The National Wildlife Federation 
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IJuniv:a};: . Wilderness lJtud~r···" .:~~ov1 'called the Univak Wildlife Refuge 

Third JuP.icial Division of .Alaska . . I . . 

This is the most exciting and interesting of all the Wilderness Studies that 

.has ·been sent to us about our Countr)7 to. love .and to·· study." It has great; 

charm,· and beyond words lovely .. It. woul,d seem than protection against all 

---.invaders who have any other idea about it ' would not be ·welcome .. we· !mJ.st . 

protect it from our fast growing population, and also from any Congressman· 

who has anY idea of ·exploitation~ This. is t~horor that has spoiled so much. 

of our beautiful co·urltr;}~ with such finalit3'.. To keep this place. as much as 

possible as is! 'r<i introduce one or ty:o of our beet scientists 
. -· C.f<;:._..\,<'-"- ~"'.l/;:.,"' .. ,o 

who \vould underst·and the.ir health condi:tions_....~a..lld a small· medical center to 

··which the· people c::mld g::>
1 
such as Dr.,Schweitzer established in .Africa }t•ould 

.e the care they.need most. To change the terrain in &'"lJ'""VlaY v:iould· seem 

alm.dtst !3- ·sacrilege~ ·It would· seem worth whil.e to find out what· they: want and 

help ·-them to attain thei.J; O\'m ends .and see to it that they have every cnan:ce 

to remain a fine independent race-;, · We have . the evidence of· how "-Ne have nearl~ 

ruined· the. Indians· and- their country, let us not be stubborn and unhearing -

these our l.ast"independent"'People" If .vie do beCOlli8 friends let. us never 
-

lie to them or be dishondrabl,e as we know '~Ne have been to the Indicns • 

. It certainly should be in·cluded in the National 

Wild life Preservation System simply because that is the best way to ~:;ake· care 

of the whole thing and -r.he people can continue -r.heir way of lii'e without be

ing pushed around, and also the great wonderful viild life area ·with all its 
. . 

great beauty undfusturbed, e;xploita-r.ion has been such a horror. 'l'hese good 

l!eople should not be disturbed,they have done .an excelent job and should fol..; 

ew their natural bent; a health program starting with the aged and children 
wo vlc\ 

they seem too intelligent. t.O. turn av;a:y from.. They s_em full of joy and llappi-
. )'\ 

.. 
ness, love and loyalty for each other and g1·eat love of their land. Vie have 

the are the owne~as. y.m say for 2,000 years" 



1Jfe being pioneers in\-JT,.he nev; beautiful spot,' there used to be ai1. 

_;,.Ld. .American phrase 11 go Way back abd Si "[; dO\'\TD. 11
- WOUld be good to USe 

here., I believe they would 60 along With·a small health center for cb.il~

e ren and t;he aged. Q This V!Onderful coun"Gry should not; be subject to purposes 
t 

ot recreation by ..Arn.ericans .. SceniC, vie'i\'3 etc .pleasure spots .~a.11 these words 

beod!me distorte:c in exploitation ,whereas her·e .the idea would be to tread. 
I 

lightly ,or noT. at all,preserving i:bs privacy and delicate beauty, it sllou.ld 

have special consideration even i.f the status is National. The approach sl2oul 

be an intelligen~ understanding that; here is a.un~que spot so f~not dis~ 

turbed by carelessness or lack of respect for a beautiful undiscovered 

spot, so far unblemished /1..11.d lovely ,it would be a very selfish a11.d ·wrong to 

disturb in any way anything here or change it-- we should always depart in 

peace and leave it soe v,·e must learn to.wonder and rejoice in its preser-

vation. WhatE-ver we do we must act with hhe Clarence Rhode National Viild.-

lin¥ Hange, never forgetti~ that this all belongs -co the Eskimos a11d has · 

for the last. 2 ,ooo years.} we tread alm.ost on holy ground, let us not Forget ! 

The natives should never be as {ted to give up using an.y anirr.al. It is 

th:::.ir livlihood. ·rrade Viith them should not be encouraged. '11hey need some 

guri ti ve medicine; because , as another race we have at ti.Ine s gone in · tl1ere 

and left our deseases .and must· make 8mtuends but no· trade. 
. / 

Sch glad there are no minerals~ ·r.ney seem to like their 40 old cill-

ages and car::.psights, but I do not believe we should go L.hc=re anci fix them up 

unless they ask us too We should thinic of the whole fascinating !3rojec-c 

as theirs and -cheirs onlyo 

I do hope it remaips·unvisited except b'],-I experts;who love it for· it,s 

ovvn sake, and for that sake 
1
We say thank. you 

1
and hope to be in vi ted again 

and always in primitive aspect, the shere beauty is all anyone needs. I 

don't like the phrase 11 administrative use and public safety11
, Yie sure do not 

e want the public going through there without special guides who may be spec

ial st;udents deeply interested in t;he only project like it in the ·whole 

world. It belongs to the ~skimos, we are their guest so I can• t imagine 



I . 

-~3;.:. ' . 
.s.·e .except <to study relax er.~.d. irrlbibe the beauty ever:twhere, the .:pu.r·e 

. . ] . . ' 

)~6·' ;the fresh air, the primi·tive way of life and, again .the over_powering 

~act that there i§. such a place 1 liillions o:;f all. kinds .of birds, foxes 
' . ' 

imagine, thnakfully a fe"~N still live, probably dither. ani.mals, If you did'nt 

. know and droppe:d down lihere you i·•·ould t·ancy you were in· paradise.,.·. 
. ' 

.The indi$2.$ will never recover damage vre did them, I c&'illot 

help re-itt.eratihg. To outsmart ~se ·people for gain ·or other·wise, viobld 

be·. a very dreadful thing. It :should be possible. for us at last to. learn that 
, . . • . . ' . ' • . -~ . ~ • • • , . ··. :. . ~. ·I • 

_selfish gains should not be the main ritual_of life. It would seem that C.apt. 

·Khrorrichenko of the. Russian Coo did no ·harm .. :Lb. 1891 your report gives ?00 

nat;ives- in 1940 only200. It looks as though the Russians had lef·t something 

behind~ I do hope we can help them 1:vit;h this, the only blight there, A1:fJ. 

... 

glad.the-aninials and b;i.rds have survived unblighted. A ~mall hospital .would 

· ·be invaluable. 

Audubon, will no d.op.bt make a ::>tudy of the 1 birds sometime, the 
. . l . 

41 whole thing _should. l?e· made a sanct~~ry 'tor always .~md all ide.a_ or recr0ation · 
·_ . • . l \,·t;;-.,:":. ·v \J:.:-"- ...,_ . .· . . . -

for ma..n, allo-vved to subside_,~e:x:cept . as a study., ·I wonder wnat a study .b.y the 

.national Ueogr_aphic. would lead. io, •ro me the. whole ;project. is~:;~·~ruictllar,y 
. +..:.·{;.~_:..:1);~~,-· . . . 

the. hardest and the safest way .. ·. Do yOU remember· all the destruction that has . . . I\ ~ ... 
. . . . . 

taken .in all the other National Parks·J. 
. . . . . 

·_ ·. I ·would f'eel badly indeed if I heard they exported furs. I ,. 
understand the~t·~r right for· personal needs. 

I hope· the natives ''lill not be dep}ived of a.."ly animal or 

any conveyenc~ ... T-hey appear not to have destroyed anyi;hing--.the seals and 
. . . . . ' . 

animais are ·far. safer with them thari Vlfitih us·~ We must. bind them to us with 
' . . . ' . . 

every respect tor their freedom,with love andwit:tolding any heavy.hand. 

In .America o:m:ce a treasure is found; ·hands reach out and grab and decimate 

and steal. 

• we.should find out what th~y.want to do with their school 

and help the way -r;hey wisho 

I do no't -r;hi:nk i.:tr---is_..:fa-i-i" it -is fair to define parcels of 

land totaling many _acres1 After 2 ,ooo· years.!· Always the u.nfl:drness the. \veak 
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- tiO the strong, being josseled about and bewildered lies, and 

.... L:t.ime.te selfishness .. Hovr wonderf'ull dt would be if the next hundred 

.Jears could prove VIe have 18ar.!J.Gd 1 end 1ib.at those of 1:-he U oSo then living 

-could say 11 well they could learn and what. a. great. job t;hey did and the Nat-

i vrs _ a wonder t:ul strong happ·ubeople li v ..... ) ~- .Jt . ~ 
in peace and plenty, still their 

. -;~;. 

own culture. l"G (lees not seam fair t;o 11parcel off their lru1d in· seven parts 

silice the land is theirs,It is really a shame 9 Building strongholds for pro-

tection. It would seem building towe~s, bringing in all sorts of electric 

towers .and harnessing · v.:C.e whole place with tonsof electric wirss,ill1.l.r::l.

_iating for miles around the whole terrai.Yl~ It is really dreadf'ul, -~_bit;'will 
' 

~)slaughter millions of birds, may even cause their extinction-the ·world will 

'::blame us for such dreadful infringement;s which are the very opposite of any 
¥ . . . -; . 

~ natural soiution for. this magnificent spot, o!;i the map. e:£-: a..Yl idyllic spot 
~ / . 

\a at natu.r"l 1 l:.xpression of nature beyondi: ·words beautiful, never to be had 
,p c.w.r 
\ 

va,::-ain .flNYV{.fii:.El!.:o You will remember what happened wb.en the Bmoire State Build·:t 0 ,. 
.ing went up in Nevi York. It ViaS nili'tifulJ}.!.o see the thousands of lovely dead 

' . - l 

birds 1 lihey finally have given up the light ali migrating seasons. ·i'ie have 

gotten .along without· illuminating Hinivac for 2000 years- v;hy start it now 

if· the .A:rmy and Navy need new playthings, do -chink of somethin6 wlse.. 

We should not consider NuniveJ:: the sa.rne category as othsr 

national Wildlife refuges. It would seem liks. a sa."lstuary at v;)j:ich \'ie look 

understanO. and admire and leave alone with Gods blessing unless they ask for 
f-"vu..... WA 1 \Vt c~s 

advice, .i:tu"'& it seems to me that 
1 
t-B.~ have the wisdom of the ages, dunplicit 

r ·\ 
ru..<~iL-

\vi th a Ciee.q understanding a.'lci good sense,· something pr:Uni -ci ve and. sound 

wnich we as a people have lost.· '£his is a rare and precious thing which, 

if vve could recapture v1ould revolutionize the \•16rld. 

'£o ~ ""Ghis wonderful ~rer:rain for ports seems al.bost a sacrilidge 

To look at "Chis i'londerful terrain and try "GO figure. out putting 

' road around ... 1 1~ •.ro look at it with c~S dollar signs in our e~es 211d the .Army 

and Navy can hardly wait to get L:.heir hands on it, ~ilis vrea"Gion of Gods 

11 we shall not destroy, as we llave done so many tim.es 11~ 



r see n.o dii'ficul"G~; ahm.n .. 'i:..J:'8.VeJ..:i.ng 

' .. :/ hope no· w.ot;or oars ever oorr1e to Nlil .. DJ.v 

I 
' Nunivak will not· re::me_j_:rx jw.D. ·i t~s llfiG'Ll~CEt.l 8t·£ll,e ~ 

Let ·the whole. thing .incD.:·ease and. lli.ult·iply which will take:> place 
.. 

~-----if. ... :we just introduce tu.nd.ament~r::.W. h-~ p.._L~:;h ideas in th::: right ··Nay<> They need 

nothing else 9 ·tney are a b.G.PJ?Y 1, _lovely and loving. people jj noth:i.ng must be 

disturbsd h(-3re on this great pre,serve <~ 'J:he;y .must not be held back J:"rom 't·heir 

snov;r machine: s ~ it is tllEd.r li vlib.ood on their terrain and belongs to them. ·· 

aud the Wllderne ss ~S.ot; is 

ject.ions ·Jf ·the .i:..ski.L'T:.OS ::nu.st be coris:tderec. as his o·wb way of J.ifo and not. 

-· 

• interterre.d wit;.b. for any reusona 'Iihe 6.t:.ur Arne:r.·ican pc;.blio h&.f> plenty of' place:::. 

speak st::rongly enough in favo:t' of' let.t.ing vlle Natilres do ci_s they. think: best. 

1\'"i th snovimo biles or anything else-we ce..n rely on lli.1n not to des"vrov-thcse 
u ~-- ".-- .. 

in ru1y v:;ay or anything he wru1t.s to do is a cruel thing _a'1d against na;_,ure 

t:md YJe hc:..ve no_ rit¢.t to do ·it .. This lm·; interferes vd th him and should be 

waived in his case~ 

'I'h'-'3 . vie\'J t~~at this is incom.pat&ble wit b. a l"Uling supposed to 

covsr e~l t.he U .,;S., 'i~llere is no sane reagon v;hy it· should not ~for the i.sld ... r:1os 
\- , .... .;._ "~--,..... 

and :for: Ji-im:: aJ...o.ne ~ let it be cha:.!.ged., ':L'he Viildel~ness Act of 1064 sl1ould be 

flexible :t'or ·t.hc .LSkimos in his u.J.iq_ue position as oY.nGr of l·~u.ni vac, long 

before t.he Congz:ess of the 1J .. s" ·.rhe sklmo has behaved well for 2000 :years 

e and v..-e have no ri0 ht to obstruct llis p.rogress or way of lif.,_;,;" It is as ruthr.i,. 

less for us to impose this J.a\::.: v;.hich should be lifted, in his cas<1 alone, as 

it ·would to tie him up 13....-""ld. ii~pose fines er.c., 

its wayv but; he do:.::s no:G nee:d it and does no"G 
) 

lf .he 



des-cro:y~. his freedom wD.ich v;otlld be a crill.e on our part after -che ·real . 

_/-

.. e of GOp after 3 ,ooo year::: ... 

.. · iet the .i:.skilllo settle his ovm at:t:airs and do not push hiLl d:m·:n 

or crowd him out by overmanagementi .. I 1his would be t:.::ul;y dreadful and inhumane 

.Am sure the Eskimo cannot min.d a road around the Island~ they would probably 

use ito As for the military en°Gitlement to use the Island this ViOUld be for 

some. unforseen emergency only. :a::ow dreadful if they S.1:10uld desire to park 
;. 

. . I 
themselvrs thereo Any Nation who i·egards tJJ.e military as omnipotent. is not 

. a~ happy nation, -do. you think_,.. so'; 'rhey can be- egocen~ric and high· handed and 
I . 

in love wit.b, themseJt-ves and the power to destroy. 0, heavens do not let us 

tll.ink that this s\hould. ever come to 1-unerica :and we must defend .the Eskimos 
. . . . 

. against their.ityranny 

Sincerely, 

. ;~#"",/0-ucLt 

.I 

' . 



., 

Uii:Lted States Dept. of the Interior 
Fish &: 'Nildli fe Service 
Loren W. Croxton, Area Director; 

· 30 Sapt. 1973. 

'· ,; 
,; ., 

Have rea:d. the Nunivai..<>: ·si.lderness Study Smr.mary extensively and 
will c:i.ir my tho~1ghts on the stibjecL L can not speak for tny club nor. any other 
organization. I persorialy ·feel that the only protection for 'llildlife is to 
have an area designated as Wilderness: roped off limits to motorized noise 
polu tors. This affords the anima,ls no harrassmen t, except for con trolled 
game harvest under s·_;pervision of t...IJ.e fish & wildlife se:vvice. 'I'.1is· also 
bans a net ·uork of road systems into a natural refuge habitat. I often wonder· 
what the natives did before the snow !::achirie came along. Seems like man is . 
getting too lazy to hunt ori foot. I consider myself as a conservati6nalist 
sportsman. .And I realize the need for· soun¢ management of ourgame herds, e.lso 
realize the need for :nore natural restrictive game refuges for future pro:pa..,., 
gation of the speti~s free from harrassment. 

A.s I stated be fore I cannot spea'k: for my club, bec~use of in~ 
filtratinn of commercial interests. The same is tru~ af the ~ashirigton State 
Sportsmel}s couclcil: an c). the Wa.sh. · State Dept. of Same has too r;:.e.~,y political 
arid commercial interests to do· any jusfice to good hunting and fis:li!lg iil this· 

·state, let alone· sound management practices .. I understanc. that. the quality . 
of fishing in .A..las[-;:a has gone ~ownhill a little in· Alaska ? '.'i~~a.t h·aypenec5..? 

. . Concerning my stat01~ f COll1~me.rc:LB.J.c L_ terests, ter::;inology · for people 
who are oppoSed to· wilderness in any shape or form irith-o.ut knowing the. facts. 

z;. 
'I 'do ,mow a little bi.t ab.out Alaska, as I used to live in Kodia2..;: and was 

a member_of the Kodiak conservation club.· I help~d tb plant fingerlings in 
most of tne lakes on Kodials::, and also helped. r;ith plan tingDe.ll Sheep on Afou~:~,!g,..: 
in 1954 \Vhen Alaska was still a Terri tory, and. hunting and fishing licenses ;;as 
2.00, and every cast you had to stop and take a trout off your hook. '.things 
dontt st~y the same once people ~ove in. So much f6r my thoughts, ho~e my 
letter w1ll- be one of thousands proposing vrilderness protection for 'Nha.t now 
exists. 

/· 

~ours in Conserv~tioh, 

·. ·.....--~~ . . ~:/ -- . 

. <.. .,-' / '#2:7-
~j _/Cv~ · · 

Dale h. Edwards 
b02 E. Sun:ach St. 
'Halla Walla, ·,:,;11 • 99362 

' 

i 
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slippery rock state college ('i> 

Loren vl. Croxton 
Acting Area Dir~ctor 
Bureau of Soort Fisheries 
813 D Street 

-' ·Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Hr. Cros;ton: ·. 

" and \·lildlife 

12 Sept. 197& 

~'<1hould you· please. ii1clude the follo,:ing statement in the he:aring record 
·on Nunivak Island !'lational Hildlife Refuge., 

. Th.e Wilderness Study pertaining to l!urd.vak Island :i.s a mockery of the .. 
hea.i'ing ,and study ~rocess, and an extrodinaril?r serious aopr:::>ach to management . 
of de facto vlilderness land!h It is incred.~.bl~ that the Bureau could not find 
any area in a vrild a_nd rugged 1,109 _,.000 acre island, acknotvledged it1 the 
:report as basically r.'ild and undisturbed, Hhich should be !)r.otected in ih e 

'wilderness syster11., ·Instead it ~eems to be supporting the rape of the 1refuge 
by promoting the c·oncept pf an encircling road of highly questionable vaJ;e and . 

. need, and giving the local residents es.sentially free re::i::gn to go aJJ:Y'Ilhere 
they please for· recreation on snm'lmachines" If· t.hfs is to be the policy on 
Nunivak then hai-r vigorously Hill t.he Bureau push for 1~1ildernes~ .classification 

. , of Kenai. li'ilR areas. considering the FAR greater public pressures for sn!t..: 
mobile use,. and noia Hiiderness class.ification by certain pm~erful public 
officials anO. agencieso · · . 

I do not question the usefulness and need of some mechanized vehicles 
on Nunivak Island relative to management of, both the refuge.and the herds of 
local residents_,. ~specially in wir:'!:.er. I do seriously question that mini~l 
use of suchvehl:G:les-should excluqe .all 1,1o9;ooo a:cres of land .from wilderness 
classification.. · · 

· · The wilderness system. is a key tool whereby. lands. are. preserved in their 
wild and natural state, not just' f'or lvilderness type recreation but even · 
more imoortantly for the continuation of natural ecosyste111s$ '~;le are being 
asked to sacrifice, as oart. mmers of N'u ri vak Island, the .v.'ilderness. and 
natural values of the lands for the sake of 200 local residents who need 
a million acres to run their snow mobiles in, for vague and ~otentially 
damaging inroads from.the Defense Deoartment {whitness the Aleutian I~land~). 

Gentlemen, junk the re!::lort and start ov:ero 

· ::?incerely ;· . · 

k~~L\ S .~l-~· 
slippery rock, pennsylvania 16057 Kimball s. Erdman, Ph~D 

Professor of Biology 
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/-\.n~!~orc~e, /~J~·:.~;u . 

Area,, Director , 

. i'. 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ,:!ildlife 
81·3 D St.~ 
Anchorage~ Alaska 
'99501 . 

Sir: 

:-to 

Box 13335 
· Spckane $ · sh. 
99213 
10.19 .. 73. 

I would like,\ urge that the Nuni vak National '::Vildlife. 
Refuge be include·d in the National ~·lilderness P,reserva.tion 
System. The unique e.nd ve.ry cr·:i.t:tcal eco~ogical system 
that the area encorrrpasses shou be under wilderness 
protection. 

. 

.. , 

I i·Wuld not hov;ever encou.rap:e ariv lar.ge i'nfluxes of 
tourism in: the· area. My ex·peri~nce ~s an exploration geologist 
in Alaska makes me feel that environment~ such is Nu.nivik 
~sland maintain a,rather urecariou~ balande.with nature and 
·cam1ot tolepate too rimch of man 1 s influence. 

Resr,;ectfull;'{, 

Phil R. Fikkan 
Geologist-Exploration 

?.,-.. .. \ 
?\ !' 

. 
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· October 9, 1973 

ELI.NOR B. HARVEY, M.D. 

BOX t427 

.JUNEAU, AU',SKA 99.801 

5,86-6250 

Loren W. Croxton,' Acting Area, Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Bi3 D Street · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 · 

.. 
Dear Mr. Croxton: 

Or ike o1 1h~= .~.rea ;;.:~t:::;~:cr 
1\nchcrc.geJ' AJc:.~ 

I am ,,-rriting to you as an interested citizen·•~ho uses wilde,rness areas 
·extensively. 

This letter is in' support of a v1ilderness classification for the Nunivak · 
National Wildlife Refuge.. While· remote, this island constitutes a unique 
ecosystem vi!=h many scientific, ~ducational, recreatioi.1a1 and cultural 
values. 

Please include. this letter in the official records supporting the ~.;rilderness 
classification- for the Nunivak National Hildlife Refuge; 

Sincerely yours, 

. . ,_ .. 2 . c.-~<>·~; 
Elinor B. Harvey, M.D. 

EBH: srn 
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EGfu~o i".16.nagGir ., 
Ol&rence; .l:fuOdG N&tiGI~,.Ql 't/ildllfa .Ba:ttg<il 
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Al~D~Iii., 99::'01 
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A!c}.cr::;;e$ A!c 1~~ 

·.I !mv0 juat read your flh.C,..llent 11 l:i\Ui.ivRk: raJ.,dgrn.lilU . 

it for .a job wdl dOI.lo., I conc;ur ia th0 conclucion tw.t · 
. . . 

the ar~_:not be includ~d:in the \Hldt!!rli®Bs Systtiz;h I would 

. . . . . . 

tha raport poin tm out - H may of for BO!ll.e ~coP.o:'Aic gQ.ill\ fer 
~- . . 

th~ Natives. ·. i4a.Lntaing thi~ island striCtly for. tho Hath-Iii~: 
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UN I TED ·sTATES . . .. . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND VnLDL!FE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND Yr1LDLIFE 

. . . . 

· Eurccu of " t F' . . · · · -~por 1:henss o~.-1 1•1•;'dl't' n _ - · ~ ' .. ~ r~ d i 6 
~>ECElVED. 

Oilics of the Area 
till~:horcge; Ab~ 

Alaska Atea Office -
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

A PUBLIC HEARING . 

A public hearing \·till be held in .the schoolhouse, Mekoryuk; Nunivak 
Island, Alaska, on October 17 ~ 1973, at 7:d0 pm, and c.ontinued in· 
the Loussac Library~ Anchorage, Alaska, on October 24, 1973, at 
7:00 pm .. The hearing concerns a wilderness study of the Nunivak 
Nat·ional :wildlife Refuge, Alaska,· The results of this study are 
summarized in the enclosed Ntmivak \vi lderness study brochure. 

Your views may be presented either during or a~ter the public hearin~ .. 
·Yourstatement, if submitted.after the hearing, must be mailed. to 
this offite at the above addtess by Nove~ber 23, 1973, in order to 
become part of ,the official he.adng record. · · 

If we may provide any assistance, please do not hesitate· to call 
on usJ 

Enclosure 

. Sincerely, 
. . . . . . g::·· .. /. 1~./L--- / 

·. · .. ·.· u~~~<./ 
· · Di"en W .. Croxton . 

Acting.Area Director 

I agree with "t;he Bureau of Sport Fish~rrtes and Wildlife that 
the Nunivak National.Wildlife B,efuge sbould re!Ji.ain a wildlife 
refuge, and not be. included in the tfilderness system. 

Sincerely, 

• ~~~l-r._}; ·_ .-r-' . \ \/C ()7 • . n A-
.,.--~ ·."" ~ ~ ....... _.,_ <-\.\...L..::~ 

. I 
. . . . . \ 

Phoebe L. Hoi~inger ··. ' 
1604 Bellaire Dr. 
casper,.w~ 82601 

-...,.,-·.-··-:1 
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Bureau of Snort Fisheries and 
1rli ldlife . 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

Dear Sirs: 

7 Hillside Gqt:irt 
Northfield, H1if 55057 
Oci..ober 7, 1973 

The Boundary Waters Ganoe .A.rea in northern· !1innesota 
is a '·J5lderness Area for 1:-.h:i ch special exceptions have been · 
made,·most specifically in the use -of motors and timbering .. 

The Nunivak 1~ild1ife Begue contqins many valuable· natural • 
resources in the form of vJtldl:i_fe thB.t should be nreserveci. 
Perhaps this area could be :tncluded • in the National \·lj lderness 
Preservation Svstem ,,vi th those snecial exceptions that reed 
to be· made, su~h as use of sno~ .. rmobiles by the N9tive residents. 
After the Natives have made their land selection/ the re:naining 
area could be ~esi~nated Wilderness with the provision that 
the Native Eskimos coDld conti.nue using it for reindeer herding 
with use of snowmobiles, with continual observation and regula
tion by. the Fish and 1•!5ldlife officials. 

Military 'use, if not most carefully supervised, Houlq. be 
exceedingly destru.ctive, and does not apuear to be needed or a 
valid use of this are~~ 

The Nuni vak ,>Jilderness. Study Sum..mary brieflv menti.ons a 
need for a road around the entire island, -vdthout stating. the 
need or purnose of th:ts road. PresumB.blv it \\'ould be for 
greater ac-eess to Hildlife areas, but. if. :so, Hould only defeat 
the purpose for which it is prcmosed: if tourists appear in 
sizeable numbers, the birds and animals would disanuear. The. 
road would serve only to destroy i..JhB.t is Horth seeing or ob:.. 
taining from the road~ Man has already encroached far too 
much on v.Tildlife habitats; this study shows no need to destroy 
yet another area. 

Yours truly, 

._In~~ 
Marie Jensen . 



Othce aline Area Dtro~:!<Jr 
Anchorage~ Aloska 

P~o·. Box 382 
Valley Springs~ Ca .. 95252. 
30 September 1973 : 

Loren W. Croxton, Acting Area Director 
u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of So6rt Fishe~i~s and Wildlife 
813 D Street· 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 11 

Dear Mr. ·Croxton: 
. . 

I enjoyed-reading the Nunivak Wilderness Study Su.mm.ary 
except the conclusion ... I am very disappointed that the 
refuge is ·not to be designe.ted as 1·lilderness. 

. . 

Since snoWrl1achine use by the Eskimos is the basic conflict 
with wilderness, I feel. an exception should be made· 
1n thiscese. ·There.isOnly one Nunivek I:Slana.;·it is· 
our responsibility to preserve it in as primitive a 
condition as possible~ 

I do not .kn6H whether snciwmachines t-rere being used at 
the tim~ of.passage of the ~ilderness Act nine years 
ago; :if not, this would ·be more of a reason to except 

·snowmachines. as a conflict. ' . . ' 

The· other listed c6nfl icts are nQt· really conflicts 1n 
my view. The commercial reindeer herding enterprise 
is simply the economic portion 6f the. n~t1ve culture. 
For ·the 2,000 years -Eskimos hive inhabited the island 
I am quite sure· some economic· system existed among· them
selves or others on the mainland .. · Their reindeer enter
prise is only an adaptation to present conditions. 

The pending :Native· land selections can b~ includ.ed in 
the 1.·dlderness area and then deleted once selections 

· become. final. 

The refuge boundary· should be defined_as the territorial 
limits. · The wilderness area should include tee submerged 
lahd$. 

The proposed road corridor conflic.t is easily resolvedi 
do not construct it. 



I. 

I 

I 

, 
The military's entitlement to use .the refuge could. 
continue. under wilderness status, but it should ta.ke 
ah act o.f Congress to establishan·installation. 

I would like t6 attend the public meetings but I-shall 
be in the Himalayas studying an a.r·ea for a proposed 
nationar park •. If the underdeveloped natioi1 of Nepal 
1·li th an expanding population has the foresight to 
preserve its Hilderness, then SUrely vJe can make a · 
f'ew concessions to a w:ilderness definitionpassed · 
nea.rly a decade ago in. order to preserve this truly 
wild la.nd of Nunivak Island. 

I. 
! 

Sincerely, l ...,· 
-~Jf/# Jrt:: p:-

. ·Robert H. lviartin Jr. 
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Fish &-Wildlife Service. 
B'ureau of St>ort.Fisheries 
Alaska Area-Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage) Alaska 99501 

Dear s·ir: 

&: Wildlife , .. 

Trenton, Utah. 
.september 22,.1973 

T'nis letter concerns the proposedclassification of theNUnivak 
Hildlife Refuge as wilderness .. · 

. :· r fully support such a propos.S.L Although parts of this ~sland 
· .may-I)e unsuite.d to \.jilder.ness _classification~ there is no reason 

v;rhy at least. a. portion of.· this area could not be restricted and 
altered to vJilderness status.. Th~ local inhabitants could surely 
s1.1rvive, . ?.fter ·an initial. period of adjustment,. on the land left 
with refuge status.. · · 

Again, .· r fully support the . proposed change ... 

-Sincerely yours, 

··.~~-~~·· 
Stephen Jon Montgomery-{) 

L(ft'IL- 5·;3 
cf3;o/o:J y ;)~f, 

· t(, ;$ r &[.1 

· i (Jfd tt Yi 1 i({, . ·"f./f 3 J / 
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LETrER FOLLO'rJ I NG 
(FJ THIS IS A TYPED FACSif,1ILE OF THE 

·Dear Mr. C~oxton: 

Just one more brief item why I consider the l'efuge be entered into the N\~P · 

System, since the Eskimos consider the islarid their home, this would hardly 

interfere with ltle NvJP System because the boundaries are not firmly established, 

I 
I however, as all Ihdt~n Reservations are esiablished nationwide there is 

enough room for everyone, if the areas for recreation, as sports, fishing, 

etc~ , were measured, by not interfering, trespassing, or enc!~oachi ng upon 

the·terl~estrial rights of our dedicated Eskimos, indeed they do have first 

priority to select or obtain fee title to cel~tain lands from within the 

Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. This is the r~ason for protecting the NNWR. 

from encroachment of modern ci vi 1 i zati oh, the reason to preserve and corv,tserve 

the unique ecosystem of this remarkable de facto wilderness. This is the 
.. ;· 

I 

reason laws are enacted to control encroachment by artificial creations, to 

never burden or abuse this lovely island by greater public use and enjoyment. 

Logically speaking, the islarid is alread_y saved, when entered into tQe N\~P 

System, for the Eskimos la:ydown their claims; without out any doubt, the 

area tannot acquire or st~nd more public use than what a adequate system 

allows for outdoor people of recreation. The island is not this easy for 

common·people to spend a vacation on, also for special health reasons 

one would. be wiser to except tou1:..ists by reservation only, except game sportsmen 

who already have a special ·license and where this area is specifically 

designed for while never encroaching upon Eskdmo rights and terdtory. 

Indeed, under strict controls and regulations there should never be any 

problem, if set exactly. The Eskimos chose this territory as the military 

or naval has chosen theirs and what the sports re.fuge and recreation has 
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chosen theirs. 

. ·. . I 

I· always have great respect for ,native Eskimo Indians and without any doubt 

in my mind, would find it more than exalting ot' enchanting just to view or 

pass thru the Eskimos land of remote antiquity. Surely, it would be a outdoor 

artist's d!~eam. 

f~ay the beautiful Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge of Alaska be united into 

the National Wilderness Preservation System and peace and serenity follmv it, 

all the days thereafter. 

Sincerely 

(signed) 

Marie c. Perbnne 

Offi c1 a 1 Record 

Hearing 
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Mr. Loren W. Croxton 
Acting Area Director 
Bur;eau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

Dea.r Sir: 

:iR.. D. 4 
Canton, N.Y. 
September 20, 1973 

This is in refere nee to the report on Nuni~ak Island by the Federal 
" Fish and Wildlife Service concerning the question of whether or not this island 

should be designated wilderness under the Federal Wilderness Act. 
. . . . 

. The conclusions of the report that it should not be so designated because 
the Eskimos use snoWmobiles for recreation and other purposes; clearly indicates 

·a gross lack of ya:lues and a disregard for both the erivironipent and Eskimo culture; 
tradition and practices •. It is the white man's ''progres sn and methods t:hat have . 
destroyed the Eskimo hunting grounds and way of life. 

The. report states that the island has been oc<::upied by Eskimos for at 
least 2000 years. If the recently invented snowmobile, whiCh is already outlawed 

• . .• ' , ' , ' I 

in several countries, is so ess.ential, ·how did the Eskimos live here priop to its 
introduction only a few .y:.e.ar_s .ago? 

The island is one of very few remaining spots .on this earth that has not 
·yet been "developed'' to·near destruction by man and his ''progress''.·· 

It is far more e~sential thabthe Eskimos be left to their own methods 
which th~y h~ve successfully.used for centuries, than t~ sacrifice this rare irreplaceable 
resource under the heel .. o£ so-called "progress'' that hasresulted in the degradation 
and even extermination°hative man and animal populations.· .· . . 

I strongly,oppose the conclusions reached in your report and reco:rhmend 
that Nunivak National Wildlife Ref'uge be placed under the Federal Wilderness syste~ .. 

Please make this letter a part Qt the. records of the public hearing to be 
held at Mekor-Yuk, Nunivak Island, Alaska. 

Very truly yours, 

ow~ 
C. A. Pet 
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Er., Loren 1iJ. Croxton 
Acting P~ea Director 
Alaska a Office 
813 D .Street 

/ Valle:: ~ie1·1 

R f'\ ? 1=l o-r l!..Q4 ·~o t-.-" ..;:. ... • 

Hock$ssirt, De •. 19707 
3 October 19'73 

Ancbor2ge, Alaska~ _ 501 

- D. ~- 1 ' t .··. J ear ,·ir., vrox -on--: 
. . 

Tnank you for t~1e. excellEmt brocrn.Tre lTux1i:nd lderness 
~--.,liv ~Pm· m:::>r~' - I ---a.ve read ·it fnl and after . . ""-' . • J ..... ,Mv y~ .... _...,.,.,. .! -o - . . - ·~-"' 

deliberation reiterate mv o:cFdnal pain:: · vie\·r t':-:at 
Funi vale Isle,nd oe ·inc lucl.~d · 't::.e l~ati -nal ·.~ilder'le ss· 

eservat~on stem$ 

_I res~:)ect ::or careful analvs of the ·problems ·this 
v;ould ci·eate -.- resident· -::::ives and re 
the disr·-mtion i 0

G :;.-;ould case. in . ir lives but feel 
1. we are-speakihk or a ~roun of only 250 people . 
2. the rein~eer f~rmi prdj~ct ~es from ~ s~ 1c2o· 
3~ . sno'.-moliles are ,~ :>:el2.tively recent ad·>i_tions. 
T:1e :t~ruly major d,isJ.pc:o~:tions icult-;ies c.::-eated 
in t~1e 7

.'.1i :.n9;ton area alone by 7.;be cons... cti::;n of 
Ititerstat~ 95~ not to mention variou~ Urban.aenewal 

· projects to c:;m•:luni·'::ies ·':!'' '!S'.ve been O")·i-ce -·ble 
for ove:·· ·70 · make a di erence iB per·:· ct"~ve 
and one re~l zes .ow t a ~ro~p ~hB rtative resi~ents 
cm:Jflrise and t t ves ha,:-e .alre 

. c':anr;es 1:1':lich cannot ·w" th effect on t!:e ecology.· 

.<'!..gain t 1?j~s env~~on!2, ·ce,l a:ir'_. ecol~s Ce.l __ an one 
bc:.lances -c;be cron-;:;1nv.eC1. 'dell.-oe1::::12: oi. ;;:1e -;:;·,e 
larrrest se.e,bird colon s in t~'e 't:>rlcl - a res:>'-~rce 
1·1hich hird-1-,'a·:cr:J.ers .anrl nat'-l.'.'alists in r~e2,"- · :r:::n':Jel~s 
and in nan:y c 'n:r;tl-.ies wo'_lld. find· irre:1lacable ld 
the 'breeding col '"l:Jies he disrupted.· 

I believe one carinot read ua~e ~n~itled 3es0~rces 
l. n V.Q'Ir ;::;, .. ,.::1"'-' .cUffi"':"rTJ" +:'_'1°'.1t ;ne~ "'""' cr·,'li', ·i ncea, ·:--n.; ~~'='.n:: .... tl . .. --· .. [_..,_{~'~ . w u . l.. J' ...... - ' -· .. _..,t. - ' -- :' . > - • " ..... ~~ 

desperc:t·i':ely needs all. t'·.e pr0-:-:ection Dossible, in t>is 
ins-ane~ bei~g included in t~e Katural l~srhe~a 
:::rese· vatL:m S--s·::::em, to spa1~ed from creepi -
destruction by snm,Jmobi '.es, coQ.::::ercia1. :!:'ei·-deer ---_erd , 
pend.inr: He.ti"'ce land selections, roads ancl military use. 

-~~: ')"'_--:• "~-· .,1~-"'~,'l"S ~ . _, - •·' r .. '"""' ._, - - ' . . 

·~· · b~ ~~ .~ · 0\;)\_ . 
(Hrs. ~arroli F Poole; ~ · 
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WENDELL J. NEWCOMB. M.D. . 
. -SAMUEL L CLIFFORD. M.D •. 

. . . .• HERMAI'I .SCHREIB.ER. JR .. M.D. 
·. LEO M: FLYNN. M.D. · · . . 

------~----Area Director 

.,_.·· 

NEWCOMB. cLIFFORD. SCHREIBER & FLYNN. P.A. 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY AND FRACTURES • 

14 WEST joRDAN STREET 
PENSACOLA. FLORIDA _32501_ 

r 

· September 21 '. -1973 

. u. s. Fish & Wi 1 dl-i fe. s~rvi ce 
· · 813 0 Street ·. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

. tufaGIJ .f1f tpcr1 r1:h!)r!e~ and Vll!d!if, 
· r~ 1: c E i v ;: i) 

Ot.fke of ~:~£: Ar5a ::::-cc:a~ 
Ai1d'MF\b:: kbria;. 

BY.APF'OINTMENT 
433-BZ5.1 

Dear Sirs: :· .· : . . ·. . . ., . . ~- -
. . ." . . . . . . . 

. ·This letter is by \'Jay o.f response to the Fish & \-/ildlife Service's proposal 
. CJ:1Cerni ng possl ble wi 1 derness designation -o{ the Huni vak ~lati anal ·w; 1 dl ife Refuge., 

I am specifically directing this reply to·the appropriate governmental C!uthorities 
as we 11 a·s to the people of the vi 11 age o·f i1ekoryuk. 

As ha~ been my experience ~tiith the !3ureau of Sports, 'Fisheries, and \·Ji 1d_ri fe 
their examination, study, and present<;~tion concerning these areas remains excellent .. 

, and .i.s _to he corrrnend:e&. The Bureau's .~conclusion is that the J:uni.\,ak Re.fuge, a 1 though· 
possessi~g many wilderness qualities, not be designated as a wilderness ar~ea in · 
th~ N~tional Wilderness Preservation System because of conflicts with {1) snow 
mad,; nes, (2) reindeer herding, (3) pend in'] 1 and sel ecti on·s, ( 1.;.) imprecise boundary, 
(5) proposed road cot~ridor,.and (6) niilitar·y entit1ementto the us¢ of the.Refuge. 

I submit the follm<Jing argu~ments in opposi,tion to these conclusions. 

. (1) __ l11e use of snow machines Sy,th~ citizens of Hekoryuk represents a. trans-
cu1tur~l ~noma1y of great interes.t. You s~y they 1ive in this harsh _environment 
(although it is only harsh. in. the peculiar value judgernent of the vthite man) 

·because they love this island.· The citizens of Hekoryuk must understand that the" 
manufacturer of the snoVJiilObi 1 e represents the a chi evemen t of people who do not 
love their lands, as theEskinio do. Do they.clearly understar,d, and it i~ im
portant that they do, that the steel in the sn0 v;n·robile represents strip-mining 

. in Hinnesota and the fuet· represents dri.ll i ng off .the Gulf Coast? ·Do t1'1ey knoiv 
that the stripped mine 1 and vJi 11 never recover? Do they kno\·J that on the Gulf 
Coast: \<there I 1 ive, oi 1 sometimes coats the beache's and that many of our bayous 
are fi 11 ed ltJi th dead fish because of industria 1 po 11 Liti on? They have . asked 

. others to pay this price, vJoul d they pay it themsei ves? I subr.li t that .if the. 
citizens of l·lek:oryljk truly love the land and. if tbey clearly underst.and the 
price other generations and other people are paying for these snow r:1achines, 
_th.ey Would return tb the USe o.f .dOi) team~.. . 

(2) I \vould further claim that the commerCial reindeer herding enterprise ·• 
still leaves this area substantially "untrarrrneled' 1 and is not in contradicticr. 



--------------------,------------~. -.-~~-- .--

. . -----~ ,-··· ,, 
.· ~· NEWCOMB~ C~IF~ORD. SCHREIBER & FLYNN. P.A .. 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY .AND FRACTURES . 

• . . ·. ·. 
WENDELl. J. NEWCOMB. M.D. 

- SAI.IUEl. L CLIFFORD. M.D . 
• HERMAN SCHREIBER. JR .• M.'D. 

14 WEST JORDAN STREET 

PENSACOLA. FLORIDA 32501 
OFFlCE. HOURS 

BY APPOlNTv.ENT . · 
433-82:>1 l.EO M. "Fl. YNN. M.D. . . .. 

. p •. z: . age 

to the requirenent$of the Wilderness Ac.t. ·The.area irJTnediately about fhe village. 
of Hekoryuk. caul d. be deleted from the Hi 1 der_ness Proposal. I. 

I 
• I 

·(-3) · The decision against wilderness designation is also related to pending 
land sele~tions and po~sible incompatible use~. 

It. \-loLil d seem then that th~ citizens of Hekoryuk have i rideed co~e to -a 
crossroad •. '<Jill thby use this land as their :forefathers have apparently for .over 
two "thousc:~nd years? Or 'r'Ji 11 they modify their cultural heritage_ in some of the 

·\vhi te man!s ways? Do ·they realiZe these l<~ays mean ultimate destruction of the 
land and exploitation.of·.the resources?·_ Do they realize that even novt..the \·!hite 
mani.s culture is decaying because of unbridled greed and. that it represents a· 
sy"stem that is .~ssentially noiwiable .becat..~se it is based on consumption of .. non
r.ene\·Jab1e resources? Do they realize too that if theyar·e to adopt the Hhite man's 
r.le·thods they r.iust also abandon their love of th$ land as .. this is incompatible . 

. .. vJi.th the technocratic society. Every ci tizer'r of t·lekor)iuk ·must kn0\'1 that· the v.rhi te 
man's culture has brolioht aimost all. the Cetaceae to the brink of destr"Ltction. 
They must kno\:, too that po 1 ar wars ·have been hunted. by. pl ~ne i·~ Al ask~ purely 
for trophy \'/hen \•/e did not h<:Jve even good knowledge as to. their population . 
strength. They must:knoi-1 too that the muskox ~Jhich are present on their island 
and the sea otter from further south has· in the past been hunted to the brink 
of extinction by this same culture .\\'hose snow machine they have borrovted. TI1e_same 
is 1 ikel y to happen to their . island if i.t does riot receive \;li1 derness protecti ori. 

(4). An imprecise refuge boundary.is also listed as a reason. Let a new. 
boundar.y be dra\·in"-now. Let· H be precise. This is certainly inadequate reC!sbn 
to deny this area· the protection of the \-/i 1 derness Act. · To the citizens of this. 
island; for instance, .understand that \~ithout this protection bureaucratic decision 
can alter this island by building, road:in:J~ mining; bombing, etc. This isalso the 
time by congress.i.onal act to deny the.mi11tary the us~ of this refu3e •. 

. . . . . . -

( 5) Of \vhat need i.s it when the ·major v,:orl d powers possess enough r.uclear 
vtarheads to destroy each other! Of wha!t use has the military ever put this island? 
In the absence of any obvious need 1 et .it be denied. ·· · · · 

(6) The tdaska State Highway Departrrient; 1 understc:lnd, proposes a· road 
corridor around the entire island. ~!11at kind of fantastic nonsense is this? A 
\-Jilderness area with only250 people, no vehi-cles and yet they propose a road 
around the island. Do the citize11s of l·bkoryuk realize why the Highway DepL 
proposes to build this road? Surely it is only for ·the convenience of mainland 
hunters who ..,.,; 11 do to !ll.mivak \'that they have done to niany other heavi 1 i hunted 
areas. Are these Citizens prepared to see th~i r island 1 i ttered with garbage and 
animal c~rcasses rotting on thei·r shores? Only a subsisten~e hunter kriows the 
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.. I..EO M. FLYNN •. M.D.. · · · 
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NEWCOMB. CLIFFORD, SC.HREiBER &. FLYNN. P.A. 

ORTHOPAEPlC.SURGERY AND FRACTURES. 

14 WEST JORDAN STREET 

PENSACOLA. FLORIDA 32501 
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OFFICE HOURS 
BY AP?O!NT!o!ENT 

. 433-8.2.51 

need to treat the 1 and kindly~ t.:et all others be kept o·ut. · L~t ·; t be brought to 
the public's attention.too the.Alaska Hig.lwtay Department's reason.s for.building. 
this road. ·It would seem that the Alaska High\·Jay Dept •. \>;as already spending 
the state's oil iease income qefore the money has ard\red ·;n the treasury. 
Only recent1}' Kobuk Eskimo·s at a public hearing made it clear they desired no 
roads or so-calh~d. improvements in their area. Simi1ar.voices are being ·heard 
from Northern Canada. Is it necessar-y that the wh i te man pav.e everythi n'g 1 f'l 
Alaska1 · · · · · · 

• < •• '·, 

In summary then,. I. say a11 of Nunivak Island except for .the area about 
Hekoryuk: .should be designated as a wi.lderness area~ Admittedly there are 
some·technical hurdles to t.hi.s but they are not insurr.rauntable •. In this particular 
instance there i~ ~n ihval~able opportunity for us tb prbtect the .~ulture of a 
people who have su.ccessfully 1 ived ·in har.mony \>lith ·their .environment for 10,000 
years. \-/e have much to learn from a people \•1ith this kind ·of success~ He inust 
do everything possible to protect th~, and \viiderness designation for this area 
is the most effective ·thing ~~e cari do at. the present time. He may u1 timately 
even save our selves •. · 

Sincerely yours, 
. . ' ' ' . ' ... 

Herman· Schre.i be .. ·~· HD/dn . 

ccg Refuge·Hanag@r 
Clarence Rhode National Wildli.fe Range 
Bethel, Alaska . 

Chairman, ·Citizens Counsel 
.. Vf11age of ~koryuk . 
· Nunivak Is1&nd~ Ata$ka 

Wft derne.ss · Socia ty 
729 1 Sth Straet 11 NW 
~~shington, o~c. 20005 
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October 15~ 1973 

-
!'f..r., LOren vl., Croxton 2 Acting Area Dire.ctor 
Alaska Area Office 
Bureau of Sport.s Fisheries and \vildlife · 
Department Of the Inter,ior ... 
813 nDn Street 
Anchorage~ f:i,.laska . 99501 

Dear r1r" Croxton: 

Thank you for sending us the Nuni vak wildern.es$ ·study 
brochure., · 

After reading the. report very carefully, ,.,e ·feel the Nu_n
i vak National .vlildlife .·Refuge meets the. requirements for 
wilderness ... 

. . 

It tvouid appear that the U:se ~i sno\'rmobiles in this one 
area is not detrimental to. the terraino However, ue 
\rlOuld not \•Jant -.their use to. establish a nrec.ederit for use 
in oth~r vlilderness areas.,· · · · - · · 

' . . . 

We urge you to grant wilderness status to the Nunivak 
National \'lil~life Refuge". . 

Please make _this· letter part of the permanent.record of 
the hearingo · 

Iviost respectfully yours, 
. f 

U . .:~.· ,a)~ ??~cL ~[~_:f-· . /JJv,f~--v_· / 77 ,1 - . - ! J . 
Hr .. and Mrs. Joseph P .. VJagil.er . 
3315'North 60th Street ' . 
Phoenix,- Arizona 85.018 · 

Enclosures: 2 

' . 

I 
I. 
I 
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Citizens' Letters -of Testimony Received after the Anchorage Hearing 

No. 
187 
288 
189 
553 
590 
620 
216 
142 
344 
197 
514 
404 
5~n · 
255 
369 
308 
261 
343 
429 
397'. 
607 
406 
138 
190 
163 
572 
499 
542 
622 
625 
249 
208 
167 
548 
269 
234 
159 
316 
312 
364 
·358 
315 
563 
634 
395 
449 
80 

488 
271 
233 
243 

Name 
Melissa M. Abbott 
Richard D. Adams ; 
Ruth Adams 
George Alderson 
John R. Alexander 
Mrs. HOward Allen 
Robert s. Ames 
Ruth Anderson 
Rita & Ivan Angle 
H. C. Arens 
Mr. & f·ks . E. · Aronow 
Constance Atkiris 
John Augustine · 
Mrs. Kirby Au-stin . 
Bernard Axelrod 
Mr. & Mrs; F. Bacher 
Mr. & Mrs . · C. Bag 1 ey 
Benjamin Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bair 
Clarence P. Baker 
Mike Baker 
C. Ba 11 sun 
Alan D. Barber 
Raymond Barland 
Mary Barmeyer 
William A. Barry III 
Beth Bates · 
Talcott Bates 
·carolyn Batten· 
David A. Baur· 
Mrs .. M~ Ba vera 
David G. Baxter 
K. C. Beighley 
Linda Bell 
Jim Belsey · 
Edward R." Bennett 
William Berley 
Joan Berliner· 
Louise Berliner 
Patricia Berliner 
William F. Berliner 
William Berliner 
Beverly Bertzen 
Robert A. · Bernhard 
John Bevington 
Mr./Mrs~G.E~Biddinger 
Dorothy Bilodeau 
Alison Binder 
Wilma Bingham 
Sondra Blewer 
Jessie S. Bloom 

Address 
2225 Camino Cabala, L~J., CA 92137 
805 w. 27, Kearney, NE 68847 
147 West 79, New York,NY 10024 
323 Maryland Aven NE, Washington, DC .20002 
325 Berryman Dr, Snyder, NY 14226 
3750 El Canto Dr~ _ Spring Valley~ CA 92077 
1205 I Street,. Anchorage, AK 99501 
·9332 45th sw, ·seattle, WA 98136 
433 Dianne Ct, S. San Francisco, CA 94080 

.Ardsley-on-Hudson, NY 10503 

. 216 Longview Ter, Yonkers, NY 10710 
130 N. Westgate Ave, LA, CA 90049 
19550 Meredith Ave, Euclid, OH .44119 · 
2855 NW STewart ST, Corvallis, OR 97330 
76 Wednt.Aven, Larchmont, NY 10538 
24 Seca Pl, Salinas, CA ·93901 
1210 18th Ave E, Seattle,· WA · 98112 
515 N. 17 St, .# 5,- San Jose, CA 95112 
326 Australian, · Palm Beach, FL 33480 
1950 Knoxville -Aven, Long Beach, CA 90815 

· 3323 Renfro Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45211 
4840 Santa rtonica, San Diego, CA 92107 

· 2445 Berkshire Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
1789 Lanier Pl, NW, Washington, DC 20009 
Box _2303,_ Linfield College, McMinnville, OR 9712, 
none 
10 Roo~evelt Aven, E· Orange,· NJ ·o7017. 
920 Cass . St, !~onterey, CA 93940 . 
6.9 Chena HOt Spngs Rd, FBK, AK 99701 
American School, APO San Francisco 96352 
16-04 l49th St, Whitestone, NY .11357 

. : 1001 Gayl ey Ave, LA, CA · 90024 
2237 Polk Way, STockton, CA 95207 
11231-lOBth Lane N, Largo, ·FL 33540 
535 Ar.astradero Rd, Palo Alto~ CA 94306 
1 01 Brook 1 i ne St, Peppere 11 , MA 01463 
ll ·E 36th St,: New York, NY . ·10016 
94 York Square, New · Haven~ CT - 06511 · 
33 Woodmere Blvd S,· Woodmere, NY 11598 
33 Woodmere Blvd, S, Woodmere Ny 11598 
33 -Woodmere Blvd S, Woodmere, NY 11598 
3169 -Yale Station~ New Haven~· CT 06520 

.1917 Ridgecrest SE Apt 312, Albuq, NM 87108 
100 Ring Road W, Garden City, LI, NY . 11530 
Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA 16618 
Rt 4_Box -109, Sequim WA 98382 
Box 90, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
Box 3, River Pines, CA 95675 
Box 2034, Petalum~, CA 94952 
1035 Fifth Aven, NY, NY 10028 
5901 Beach Dr, SW Seattle, WA 98136 



- - · - -·- - - ----------------------- ------ - -

• 

118 
302 
299 
609 
543 
549 
228 
130 
222 
131 
174 
614 
157 
445 

52 
583 
195 
519 
516 
535 
133 
155 
639 
106 
275 
420 
183 
146 
584 
220 
409 
206 
638 
337 
217 
512 
532 
415 
450 
110 

69 
591 
557 
333 
491 
214 
615 
462 

47 
476 
245 

. 578 
446 
267 

Ethel Blumann 1505 Alcazar Ave, Hayward, CA 94544 
Rachel Blumenthal et 
Florence 1-1. Bly 
Kenneth Bohlig 

al.40 E. 83 St. NY, NY 10028 

V. L. Bonawit 
Mr.&Mrs. G.C. Botts 
Sharon L. Bouscher 
Carol Boyd 
Hesley Bradford 
Henry C. Breck 
Mr/Mrs.Patrick Brennan 
Herbert Brettell 
Vernon Brewer 
Douglas Brin 
Charles A. Broman 
Robert Brooks 
Anne Broome 
Frank M. Bro~ter 
Alice Brownfield 
Bill Brugnoli, Jr. 
Gro Buer 
Stein Buer 
Minerva Buerk 
Evelyn Bull 
Darryl C. Bullington 
Helen Burd 
Jeffrey K. Burwell 
Dale E. Busse 
Louisa Butler 
Loree Bykerk 
Jack Calvin 
Carlos A. Camargo 
t~arilyn Campbell 
Wi 11 i am Camp be 11 
Charlotte Canary 
Paul Carmony 
Fletcher Carr 
Stanley !~ark Carroll 
Joe Cartier 
Richard Casperson 
Richard Cassady 
Mr./Mrs.John Cassazza 
Susan Caswell 
Frank Cervenka 
Josephine Ciak 
Daniel Clancy Jr. 
Dennis B. Cochran 
James F. Co 11 ins 
11rs. Wi 11 i am P. Conery 
Barbara L. Coon 
C. G. Conradt 
Grace L. Corey 
Joan E. Coughlin 
Robert W. Cowgill 

1126 N. Central # 205, Glendale, CA 91202 
Box 71, Wisdom, f-IT 59761 
740 E 32 St, Brooklyn, NY 11210 
4801 Kenmore Ave, Apt. 706, Alexandria, VA 22304 
3151 W. 170St, Torrance, CA 
2905 Riley Rd, Bend, OR 97701 
1898 Camino a los Cerros, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
65 Broadway, NY, NY 10006 
35 Park Ave, NY, NY 
735 S. Poplar St, Denver, CO 80222 
Box 104, Browns Valley, CA 95918 
315 8th Ave, NY, NY 10001 
2900 E. Madison Ave # Dl3, Fullerton, CA 92631 
12001 N. 67 St, Scottsdale AZ 85254 
5115 Mountain Crest Dr, Knoxville, TN 37918 
615 Linwood Dr, Midland, MI 48640 
4858 T St, Sacramento, CA 95819 
8910 97th St, Woodhaven,NY 11421 
1610 26th St, Sacramento, Ca 95816 
3748 Laguna Way, Sacramento, CA 95825 
Bryn ~1awr Med. Bldg, #110, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
383 E Marigold St, Altadena, CA 91001 
802 Irving Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 
Miller Hill ,FBK, AK 99701 
1876 Illion Street, San Diego, CA 9211~ 
11648 SW f~i 1 i tary Lane, Portland, OR 97219 
909 r~ap 1 e St, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
542 W. 112 #2N, NY, NY 10025 
Box 97, Sitka, AK 99835 
Stanford U. Med Center, Stanford, CA 94305 
Forest Glen Preserve, RRl Westville, IL 61883 
185 West End Ave, l9C, NY, NY 10023 
8016 Ridge Blvd, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
RR 3, Box 189, Alexandria, IN 46001 
3360 Garfield, Carl sbad, CA 92008 
16581 Greenview Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
235 Magnolia St, Costa f1esa, CA 92627 
954 Mojave St, Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
1863 Webster Ave, LA, CA 90026 
72 Monterey Lane, Sierra Madre, CA 
121 S. Hancock St, #7B, Madison, WI 53703 
5101 Kenwood Dr, Annandale, VA 
405-G Ridge Road, North Arlington, NJ 07032 
29 Douglas Ave, Staten Island, NY 10310 
2702 Drake Ave, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
10 Conover St, Apt. 2, Freehold, NJ 07728 
1221 7th St, New Orleans, LA 70115 
2227 N. Belvedere Aven, Tucson, AZ 85712 
2250 Juniperberry Dr. San Raf ael, CA 94903 
770 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226 
2325 NW Blue Ridge Dr, Seattle, WA 98177 
115 Lake Rd, Menlo Park, CA 94025 



649 Nancy Crane 
375 Neal E. Creamer 
394 Mr./Mrs. Gene Cripe 
310 Deanna Crispin 
141 Robert W. Crump 
479 Mr./Mrs.C.F.Culbertson 
278 Betty R. Cummings 
403 Emil,Anthony,Ralph 

Curcio 
605 W.Thomas Curtis 
120 Loring Dales 

37 Rollin dal Piaz 
326 Robert Paul Dart 
87 Richard Davenport 

335 Claude Davis 
378 Imogen Davis 

57 Betty Dean 
520 Laura Denby 
552 Lina Derecktor 
285 Emil Deutsch 
184 Bayard de Volo 
49 Annie Dillard 

332 Dorothy C. Dillon 
135 Daniel Dimberg 
194 Ronald K. Dobbins 
198 R. f1. Doerr 
113 Steve Donnelly 
273 Barbara & James Doran 
319 Robert E. Doubleday 
500 11a ry B. Drew 
70 Robert A. DRifka 

574 Heister Drum 
119 Mrs. P. Ducey 

59 C. E. Duncan 
286 Lucile Dunham 
536 William Philip Dunn II 
396 William T. Dunn 
268 John Duryea 
515 Betty Dzendolet 
156 J.W. Elder 
225 Virginia Elliott 
509 Claus L. Engelhardt 
60 Perle Epstein 

393 f~ary Ann Eriksen 
370 Ruth Ernst 
376 G.F. Estabrook 
270 Charlotte Evans 

~ 562 Albert J. Evers 
405 Cal & Jane Fair 
447 Jean S. Fallow 
188 Edwin Fancher 
121 Dorothy G. Farley 
451 Fred Felter 
585 Gertrude Fiertz 

P !5'0 t!-1/ti f/{x_ r:::ve1~ tel~ 

Heritage Village, Apt 497 B, Southbury, CT 06488 
8530 Wilshire Blvd, #506, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 
517 SE Third, Pendleton, OR 97801 
216 NW 7th St, Pendleton, OR 97801 
18902 94th W, Edmonds, WA 98020 
3668 N.Fair Oaks, Altadena, CA 91001 
71 Ross Circle, Oakland, CA 94618 

2925 Avenue S, Brooklyn, NY 11229 
10527 Montrose Aven, Bethesda, MD 20014 
1242 Glen Ave, Berkeley, CA 94708 
BoK 93, Arcata , CA 95521 
104 W. Calle Crespis, #5, Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
9 JlJny Place, Ylhi te Plains, NY 1 0605 
1605 28th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901 
22 Mohawk Dr, Easton, CT 06612 
4410 B Larch, Mtn, Home AFB, ID 83648 
School Lane, Lloyd Harbor, LI,NY 11743 
Heartwood, Katonah, NY 10536 
720 Narramore Ave #9, Buckeye, AZ 85326 
.24671 Ro 11 i ngwood Rd ,. El Toro, CA 92630 
6910 Ardmore Dr NW, Roanoke, VA 24019 
2325 42nd St, NW, Washington, DC 20007 
14528 26 Mile Road, Oakdale, CA 95361 
1671 Pepperwood Dr, St. Louis, MO 63141 
39 McFarland, Rolla, MO 65401 
1030 Flintlock Rd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
792 Columbus Ave, NY, NY 10025 . 
Box 241, Fort f•lontgomery, NY 10922 
227 Orchard Ave, Webster Groves, MO 63119 
5208 Lexington Ave, LA, CA 90029 
Suite 101, Landmark Bldg, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
37815 Mosswood Dr, Fremont, CA 94536 
865 Thornwood Dr, Palo Alto, CA 94303 
6441 Valley View Rd, Oakland, CA 94611 
RR 5, Box 5665, Juneau, AK 99801 
RR 5, Box 5665, Juneau, AK 99801 
1~47 Cowper, Palo Alto, CA 94301 
RD 2, Amherst, MA 01002 
170 Center St, Auburn, CA 95603 
2870 Cedar St, San Diego, CA 92102 
3794 Dana St, Bakersfield, CA 93306 
710 Polk Ave, NYC,NY 10021 
1103 S. Atlantic, Dillon, MT 59725 
12 Old Lyme Rd, Scarsdale, NY 10583 
1009 Granger Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
501 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94025 
2500 STeiner St, San Francisco, CA 95114 
Box 369, Soldotna, AK 99669 
10220 Glen Rd, Potomac, MD 20854 
80 University Pl, NY, NY 10003 
Box 10, Burien~ WA 98166 
485 NW Skyline Blvd, Portland, OR 97229 
107 Vanderbilt Ave, Manhasset, NY 11030 
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571 Albert Fink 
616 Lillian S. Fisher 
45 Katherine G. Flynn 

229 Howard H. Fogel 
579 N.S. Forte 
227 A .T. Fraass 

35 J. Dee Frankfourth 
427 Peter M. Friesen 
246 Grace K. Frerille 
186 Virginia&Harold Fretz 
185 JO Ellen Gardner 
428 Victoria Gaydosik 
336 U. and R. Gehring 
383 Dorothy Geisler 
313 Virginia Geoige 
236 Braeme Gigas 
619 Peter Gillen 

55 Jean Parker Goebel 
115 f4a ri e Go 1 ay 
385 David Goldberg 
176 Elizabeth Goldworthy 
204 Martin Goodman 
264 Joseph Goodwin 
626 Herbert Gordon 
658 Richard Gordon 
117 Kerry Gough 
318 Paul W. Grant 
341 Juliet Green 
611 John P. Greenspan 
347 Isiaor Greenwald 
468 Doris E. Griffin 
540 Maitland Lee Griggs 
525 Howard A. Gross 
485 Helen B. Guild 
418 Stephan Guild 
349 Ronald Guenther & 

Kathryn r~axon 
265 Gladys Gunness 
663 Everett R. Hagen 
290 Brent Haglund 

31 Florence Hague 
103 Ruth Halliday 
162 Elizabeth Hollaway 
353 ERic Hamburg 
628 Bruno Hanneman 
501 f4argaret Hansell 
244 Lucetta Harkness 
129 B. R. Harms 

91 John L. Harper 
122 R. P. Harrison 
481 lola Harsen 
327 John Hart 
342 Mrs. Peter Hart 
391 Mary F. Hartman 

/ 

16550 Ventura Blvd, Encino, CA 91316 
5610 E 22nd St, Tucson, AZ 85711 
341 7th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94118 
60 W. 13 St, NY, NY 10011 
1005 Central Ave, Newport, KY 41071 
Box 790, f~issoula, MT 59801 
Box 403, Eagle River, AK 99577 
140 Cedar Ave, Atwater, CA 95301 
903 Clintonville St, Whitestone, NY 11357 
1400 W. Woodcrest Ave, Fullerton, CA 92633 
14634 Lark St, San Leandro, CA 94578 
1215 Mound St, Madison, WI 53715 
7615 Leviston Ave, El Cerrito, CA 94530 
2010 Junipero Ave, Long Beach, CA 90806 
1045 SE 122 Ave, Portland, OR 97233 
1149 Skycrest Dr. #4, Halnut Creek, CA 94595 
114 Otterby Rd, Malverne, NY 11565 
1573 l/2 Scott Rd, Burbank, CA 91504 
995-B South Orange Grove Blvd, Pasadena, CA 91105 
29 Moore St, Brooklyn, NY 11206 
1920 Tulare Ave, Richmond, CA 
575 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10022 
2989 Marion Ave, Bronx NYC, NY 10458 
5251 N. Harlem Ave, Chicago, IL 60656 
Box 1512, Juneau, AK 99801 
3410 Lakeshore Ave, Oakland, CA 94610 
1031 Alice St, Davis, CA 95616 
1745 N. Gramercy Pl, LA, CA 90028 
2324 Micarol Rd, Baltimore, MD 21209 
127 W 79 St, NY, NY 10024 
2085 150 Ave, San Leandro, CA 94578 
Ardsley-on-Hudson, NY 10503 
230-06 Stronghurst Ave, Bellerose, NY 11427 
41 Barkers Pt Rd, Sands Pt, Pt. Washington, NY11050 
Box 82, Conway, fv1A 01341 

Box 249, Venice, CA 90291 
60 Plaza Sq. Apt. 1T05, St. Louis, MO 63103 
Rt. 3, Box 271, Moscow, ID 83843 
Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SO 57102 
3420 Shamrock Dr. Charlott, NC 28215 
6009 r~e 1 rose, Ho 11 yv10od, CA 900 38 
Box 37, EAFB, Anchorage, AK 99506 
6337 Southwood, St. Louis, MO 63105 
1840 Alvarado NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
2670 San Antonio Dr, Walnut Cr,CA 94598 
157-40 12 Ave, Whitestone, NY, NY 11357 
555 Peru Rd, Sonoma, CA 95476 
67 Estelle Ct, Arcata, CA 95521 
2120 W. Greenhough, Missoula, MT 59801 
411 7th St, Juneau, AK 99801 
Box 4181, San Rafael, CA 94903 
301 Arbor Rd, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
8541 Jenny Dr, St. Louis, MO 63121 

· r r 



.e 
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148 ~1el vi n C. Hartman 
317 Elinor Harvey . · 
·291 G. Lloyd · Hayes 
566 Ben M. Hazeltine 
192 Lawrence Heisinger 
493 Dorothy Heitlinger 
226 Clarence E. Heller 
475 Harris Heller 
600 · Jane Hellman 
365 ·Gladys ·c. Hendrickson 
575 Hal W. Hepler 
90 Henry J. Herman 

618 Mrs. Roy Herter 
325 Mrs. N. Herzbert 
207 Charlton Heston 
558 Dennis H. Hill 

73 Marguerite Hill 
400 Charlotte Hirst · . 

50 Mr./Mrs. Wm. Hodges 
565 Robert Holzapfel · 

42 Vikki Honkal~ . 
248 Grace&Wm. Horne 
573 ·Thomas E. Horobik 
624 Maria Horst 
89 Robert .Hosler 

559 Carolihe ~ Hosmer 
251 Selma Hough 
300 Er~esttne ·Houston 
599 William Houston 
661 · ·Mr/Mrs. Robert Howard 
330 James H. Howe 
636 Henry L Howland . 
309 · W. W. ·Huffman 
252 Linda Hughes -
601 Kenneth Huddleston 
421 Dorothy C. Hull . 
340 Jane L. Huneke · . 
221 -William M. Hunt 
241 Carl Husemolle·r 
645 Kenneth Husmann · 
433 Nick Jacobson . 
651 .Joel Javish· 

. 637 Phoebe Jefferson 
564 Robert Jespersen 

.461 Elizabeth Jewell 
430 Diane K. Johnson 
136 . Horton Johnson 
140 P. F. Johnson 
612 Steven R . . Johnson 
331 W. W. Johnston 
494 Thomas Joyce 
598 Abner Kaplan 

· ·593 Doris&George Kapp 
324 Gertrude Keck 

/ 

207 E 15th St, NY, NY 10003 
Box 1427, Juneau, AK 99801 
105 Palmer Dr, Ft. Collins, CO 
East Shore Rd, Polson, MT 59860 

80521 

1180 Amador Ave, San Bruno, CA · . 94066 
216 22 130 Ave, Jamaica, NY 11413 
98 Faxon · Rd, Atherton, CA 94025 
Box 162, Boulder; CO 80302· · 

92020 . 
21212 
48823 

11744 Altoona Dr, El Cajon, CA . 
1164 Sherwood Ave, Baltimore, M~ 
536 Division St, East Lansing, -MI 
5 -Bayberry Rd, Armonk, NY 10504 

· 1033 Bompart Ave, St. Louis, r~o . 63119 
205 E 78th St (3K), NY~ NY 10014 
501 Doheny Rd, Beverly Hills, CA · 90210 
Box 1092, Lakeview OR · 97630 
223 W. Victoria St. #11, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
ll8-09 83 Ave, Kew Gardens, · NY 11415 · 
1314 W. 159 St; ·Gardena, CA ·. 90247 · 
2409 Hannett NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
2115· McKay St, Falls Church, VA 22043 
3-18 147 Place, Whitestone; NY · 11357 
40000 4th Ave N, Great Falls, MT 59401 
Carol Drive RR 4 Box 518, Hopewell ·Jct, NY 1253~ 
7657 Cold\~ater Cyn ·Ave, N. Hollywood, CA 91605 

· 180 Highland Ave,·_ Ridgewood, NJ ·. 07450 
707 College Pl, College Pt. NY _ 11356 
464 Vassar Ave, Berkeley, CA 94708 
702-16th St, Santa Monica, CA 90402 · 
1522 Stanford NE, A 1 bu, NM 87106 . · 
412 S. Genesee, LA, .CA 90036 
99 ~1arshall Ridge Rd, New Canaan, CT 06840 . 
48 E St, Chula Vista, CA · 92010 
150-12 · 12th Ave, Whitestone, NY · 11357 

. ·645 Emerson St, .Ripon, vii · 54971 . 
:· 2226 Patrillo Rd, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 .. 

439 S Reese Pl, Burbank~ CA · ·91506 
315 S~ore Rd, .Burlington, VT 05401 
6830 E 11th St, Long Beach, CA . 90815 
Box 37~BRookings, SO . 57006 
2644 W. Valley. Blvd, Alhambra, CA 
CA· . 
501 W. 123 ~t, Apt · l3E, NY, NY 10027 
1317 Wellesley NE·, .Albu, .NM 87106 
67 Lorna Vista, Orinda, .CA 94563 
185-05 Ilion Ave, St. Albans, NY 11412 
22526 Guadilamar, Saugus, CA 91350 
5947 Jumilla Ave, Wo.odland Hills, CA 91364 
220 4th St. #1 ~ Ashland, OR 97520 
43-21 220 .Pl, Bayside, NY 11361 
53. Wall St, NY, NY 10005 . . 
2402 E. Strathmore Ave, Baltimore, MD 21214 
1714 Burnett St, Brooklyn; NY 11229 
285 Hungry Hollow Rd, Spring Valley; NY 10977 



104 Lauretta Keeler 
381 Myra Keen 
279 Richard/Eva Keller 
361 Irene Ke 11 ey 
613 George&Sue Kelly 
366 Ethel Kimberly 
556 Donald Kindschi 
466 Bob/Sue Kinsley 
497 Melba Kissell 
346 Robert J. Kline 
533 Jill Knutson 
304 Andrew Kobel 
502 1~. J. Kohr 
455 Arie Korporaal 
410 Andrew Korus 
425 Edith Kozler 
93 Eugene M. Krader 

510 Helen/Anna Krause 
545 Richard L. Kroger 
323 K. Kucke 
351 LuAnn Kuentzel 

526 Jeanne Lackmann 
132 Judith Lamb 
153 Robert/Vivian Lamb 
630 Kathryn Larkin 

51 Terry Lash 
61 Howard Lawrence 

432 Paul Lazzar & Selina 
592 Carl Leathers 

38 H. D. Lee 
401 Gloria Lempke 
125 Helen Leoanrd 

58 Richard Leonard 
128 Frederic Leopold 
295 t·lary Le Roy 
521 Robert Lewis 
150 Adelia Lichan 
603 Bob Lincoln 
281 Eric Lindroth 

64 Robert Linnell 
168 Elizabeth Linscott 
470 Russ Linton 
506 Richard Little 
345 Joyce Lobner 
398 Alan Lott 
442 Miriam Lukens 
219 Evelyn Lundstrom 
215 Vernon A. Luthman 
483 Margaret MacBride 
223 Mrs. Camile McAshan 
659 David McCargo 
266 J.D.&H.P.McClymonds 
230 Charles J. McCorkell 
247 Evelyn ~1cCray 

2830 Hacienda St, San Mateo, CA 94403 
2241 Hanover St, Palo Alto, CA 94306 
Rt ~- Box 22, Thermal, CA 92274 
7 Surrey Lane, Canton, 11A 02021 
McElmo Rt, Cortez, CO 81321 
Prairie Stage, Box 68, Prairie, ID 83647 
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578 
514-17th A Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
1212 Manzanita St, ~A, CA 90029 
220 Park Aven, Merrick HY 11566 
4112 N. 27th St, Arlington, VA 22207 
81-30 Dongan Ave, Elmhurst, NYC, NY 11373 
395 N. Daisy Ave, Pasadena, CA 91107 
9426 E. Lemon Ave~ Temple City, CA 91780 
Rt. 1. Box 148, Stockdale, TX 78160 
9 1st St, Spring Valley, NY 10977 
15 Charles St, NY, NY 10014 
728 Pinewoods Ave, Troy, NY 12180 
Rt. 2, Box 259C, Newport, NC 28570 
4421 Iowa Ave, Tampa FL 33616 
13704 Tierra Bonita Rd, Poway, CA 92064 
3795 NE 97, Seattl~, WA 98115 
624 S Mariposa St, Burbank, CA 91506 
804 Yale St, Santa Monica, CA 90403 
Box 571, Lake Shore Dr, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
3860 Park Blvd, Apt 9B, Palo Alto, CA 94306 
400 E 50 St, NY,NY 10022 
71-820 Hwy 111 , Rancho !11i rage, CA 92270 
107 S Bellevue Dr, Nashville TN 37205 
Box 2380, Anchorage, AK 99510 
85-25 Aspen Pl, Jamadca, NY 11432 
1828 Maple Apt. 104W, Longview WA 

l. ! 

15th Floor Mills Tower, 220 Bush St, SF, CA 94104 
111 Clay St, Burlington, IA 52601 
Cross River, NY Fair Hill 10518 
Univ. of North Dakota, Gra~d Forks, ND 58201 
22 9th St, Petaluma, CA 94952 
Box 7047, Fort Myers, FL 33901 
2133-C Via Puerta, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
23212 Audrey Ave, Torrance, CA 90505 
961 Hyland Dr, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
2524 44th St, San Diego, CA 92105 
14922 Dahlquist Rd, Santa Ana . Irvine, CA 92705 
830 Sycamore Dr. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
3506 Wildcherry Rd, Baltimore , MD 21207 
279 Kirby Rd, Lebanon, OH 45036 
1656 Edmonton Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
Box 4-1118, Anchorage, AK 99509 
1581 La Casita Dr, San Marcos, CA 92069 
1144 N Central Ave. Glendale, CA 91201 
3300 S. Washington St, Engl ewood, CO 80110 
Box 539, Oakhurst, CA 93644 
336 E 5th St, NY, NY 10003 
1537 150 Pl, Whitestone, NY 11357 



334 
296 
357 
191 
597 
356 
527 
467 
240 
560 
134 
570 
482 

.307 
238 
443 
311 
469 
200 

77 
173 

54 
72 

627 
537 
473 
380 
435 
379 
644 
373 

32 
62 

254 
137 
507 

68 
139 
550 
608 
280 
444 
434 
387 
413 
426 
505 
589 
166 
180 

63 
126 
111 
265 
179 

James J. McDaniel 
E. Kenneth McDonald 
K. McDonald 
fVH Robert ~1cDonne 11 
E. P. McElhany 
James/Pamela McFarling 
Peter McGi 11 i gan 
Patrick McGinnis 
Hugh tklntyre 
Mrs. C. McKell 
Doris McKenzie 
Mrs. Charles Mclane 
W. S. Maloney 
Mrs. Gai 1 Mark 
f1arcia Marks 
f1iriam Marsh 
Phi 1 i p Ma rtbene 
V. G. Marth 
Loretta f~artin 
Robert W. Martin 
T. A. Mrti nez 
Mrs. T. H. Masterson 
Betty t1atyas 
Brooke Maxwell 
kny i·1azza 
Leo t1ell on 
Mrs. Gerald Melnick 
Thomas t~enaker 
Vivian Menaker 
Karl Menninger 
Gene f~er 1 i no 
Don !~erritt 
Nancy D. t~erryman 
Arthur f~eyer 
Peter A. f~i ce 1 i 

f~ickle 
c.N. !~iller 
Mr/Mrs David Miller 
John A. f1iller 
W. B. Miller 
Carolyn Minskoff 
John D. R. Mitche~l 
Ned B. Hitchell 
Bob Moeller 
W1·1 Thomas Mogl and 
John ~1ontagne 
Mavis Moore 
Michael J. t~oran 
Carl Mor)g 
M/f·1 Arthur Morley 
Donald Morrill 
L. ~1orri s 
Kendri c f~orri sh 
Eric Morrow 
Larry E. Moss 

. 
.. J. 

2607 Arlington Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201 
1104 Kevin Rd, Knoxville, TN 37919 
1406 Hepner, LA, CA 90041 
1301 E Meda Avenue, Glendora, CA 91740 
1009 Laguna Avenue, Burlingame, CA 94010 
610 W. 3rd St, Cheney, WA 99004 
127 W. 79th St, NYC, NY 10024 
4415 E. Sunset Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85718 
1000 W. Carson St, Torrance, CA 90509 
1010 Aston Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
109 S. St. Andress Pl. LA, CA 90004 
167 E 67th St 14A, NYC, NY 10021 
2018 Glendon Ave, LA, CA 90025 
Star Rt, Box 887, Chugiak, AK 99667 
1515 Broadway, NY, NY 10036 
11 Pine St, Stoneham, MA 02180 
Box 1753, Vail, CO 81657 
3197 Cape Verde, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
149-50 Cross Island Pky, Whiteston~, NY 11357 
1109 Amherst Ave, t·1odesto, CA 95350 
13254 Calle Colina, Poway, CA 92064 
70 El Cerrito, San Mateo, CA 
3501 Pageant Dr, Sacramento, CA 95826 
111· Sumner Rd, Brook 1 i ne, 1<\A 02146 
40 Corte Cordova, Greenbraie, CA 94904 
332 NE Plymouth Circle, Corvallis, OR 97330 
2715 La Cuesta Dr. LA, CA 90046 
5 Riverside Dr, NY, NY 10023 
Box 118, Haines, AK 99827 
1819 Westv10od Circle, Topeka, KA 66604 
16615 Park Lane Pl, Bel Air, CA 90049 
31 West Poplar, Helena, MT 59601 
835 Pine Hill Road, Stanford, CA 94305 
1106 S. Elm, Webster Groves, MO 63119 
28 Hewlett Dr, East Williston, NY 11596 
1707 W. Silverlake Dr. LA, CA 90026 
777 Armada Ter. San Diego; CA 92106 
1646 Rathford Dr. , St. Louis, MO 63141 
4015 NE 87th St, Seattle, WA 98115 . 
Box 308, Silver City, NM 88061 
700 Park Avenue, NY, NY 10021 
Bryn Athyn, PA 19009 
427 Buckeye, Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
21 Lincoln Place, Ossining, NY 10562 
5988 S. Lakeview, Littleton, CO 80120 
Rt 3, Box 145, Bozeman, MT 59715 
103 Doncaster Rd, Malverne, NY 11565 
Box 117, Gardiner, NY 12525 
Box 932, Palo Alto, CA 94302 
4721 Choctaw Dr, San Diego, CA 92115 
208 E. Windsor Ave #5, Alexandria, VA 22301 
6641/2 S. St. Andrews Pl, LA, CA 90005 
3224 Tice Creek Dr. Apt. 11. Walnut Crk, CA 94595 
1036 Park Ave, NY,NY 10028 
15201 De Pauw, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 



441 Edgar Mueller 
213 Robert F. Mueller 
635 Neal/Elsie Munch 
650 Kurt Munchheimer 

98 Raymond Mundt 
633 Michael Murphy 

75 Swain/1•1ary Myrdal 
541 J. Sutton Myers 
632 RichardT. t1yren 
289 Howard Naeve 
321 Or/Mrs. G. P. Nagel 
368 Mr/Mrs. Charles Neal 

7501 Maryland Ave, Clayton, MO 63105 
7054 Dolphin Rd, Lanham, MD 20801 
6 Barkalow Ave, Freehold, NJ 07728 
405 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dell, CA 95562 
2495 Armstrong Pl, Santa Clara, CA 95050 
1411 Sunset Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Box 336, Sun City, CA 
DAO-A09AF-E-96620 FPO, SF, CA 
Box 191, Auke Bay, AK 99821 

Saigon 

2100 Ridgecrest Dr. SE, Albu, NM 87108 
2332 Bella Vista, Santa Barbara, CA 93108 
Rt 1 Box 107, Mt. Crawford, VA 22841 
204 W. Simpson #3, Eureka CA 95501 76 Dennis/Linda Neal 

411 ' 'Darby Nelson 
193 Frances Nelson 
662 Lucretia Nelson 

· 11117 Welcome Ave N, Champlin, MN 55316 
1035 Lassen Dr, Belmont, CA 94002 

201 John New 
272 H. W. C. Newberry 

92 Mrs. C. R. Nicewonger 
294 William Nickel 
123 C. H. Nielsen 
108 Tor Nilsen 
158 William Northrop 
257 Carolyn Nuetzel 
160 Gary Nye 
648 Janet R. o•Brien 
419 James o•oonnell 
595 ~1arilyn 01 iva 
477 Peter D. Orchard 
203 t1ark Ormond 
237 Diana P. Orr 
282 Margo Osherenko 
508 Elizabeth M. Osuna 
389 Mrs. George Oswald 
554 Victor Ouimet 
459 C. M. Overton 
114 Robert Oyler 
640 Sophie Pabian 
529 Peter Pabisch 
453 Dorothy Page 
182 Dina Paisner 
617 Hall Park 
471 Douglas Parker 
88 Patricia Parmelee 

660 Adele M. Paterson 
298 M/M Stanley Paterson 
530 George Peters 
363 M/M Wiliam Peterson 
657 M/M Gene Petrik et al 
339 Katherine Petterson 
388 Ferne Petty 
350 Thomas J. Pike 
209 Judy Pizarro 

1641 Grand View Dr, Berkeley, CA 94705 
Biol Dept, State Univ College, Oneonta, NY 13820 
151 Hwy 2 E, Kalispell, MT 59901 
80 Codornices Rd, Berkeley, CA 94708 
449 E 68th St, Suite OSlO, NY, NY 10021 
5876 Sawmill Rd, Paradise, CA 95969 
751 Canyon Rd, Redwood City, CA 94062 
2035 NW 58th St, Seattle, WA 98107 
4661 Maryland, St Louis, t10 63108 
12 Camino Encinas, Orinda, CA 94563 
1336 La Porte #10, Fort Collins, CO 80521 
431-14th Ave E, Apt. 108, Seattle, WA 98102 
307 Scott Dr, Colesville, MD 20904 
5500 Foothill Garden Ct. #30, Sacramento, CA 95841 
Chaminade High School, Mineola, NY 11501 
1484 2nd Ave, NY, NY 10021 
1138 Dulzura Dr, Santa Barbara, CA 93108 
9230 Pinkard Lane, El Cajon, CA 92021 
463 Cherry Drive, Pasadena, CA 91105 
200 Riverside Dr, 7 F, NY, NY 10025 
543 Glenwood Ave, Prescott, AZ 86301 
1065 W. 23rd St, Upland, CA 91786 
137 Pemberton St, Phila, PA 19147 
901 Dartmouth ~E, Albu, NM 87106 
2835-A Miradero Dr, Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
119 Bank St, NYC, NY 10014 
26 Observatory Hill, Cincinnati, OH 45208 
1605 1/2 Lomita Bl. #3, Harbor City, CA 90710 
32 Franklin Ave, Sea Cliff, NY 11579 
16 Red Rock Way, San Rafael, CA 94903 
3242 San Lucas, Rte 3, Carmel City, CA 93921 
906 11th NW, Albu, NM 87102 
4 Ward Drive, Angola, NY 14006 
678 Taylor, Crescent City, CA 95531 
Box 543, Kelseyville, CA 95451 
RD 4, Canton, NY 13617 
69-83 180 St, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
4 Hawthorne Rd, Gibbsboro, NJ 08026 



181 
39 

408 
399 
480 
492 
503 
250 
305 

71 
287 

67 
436 
386 

. 116 
175 
82 

539 
486 
320 
303 

97 
260 
602 
534 
154 
171 
371 
642 
546 
I i 2 
297 
224 
465 
164 
165 
474 
524 
424 
124 
422 
561 
292 
253 
652 
417 

94 
322 
513 
498 
152 
65 

242 
402 
172 

Mrs. Robert Peterson 
Steven/Barbara Platt 
Roscoe Poland et al 
Betty Po 11 ock 
Howard/Mary Poore 
Dorothy Poster 
David Potter 
Gertrude Powell 
Mrs. Lawrence Powers 
P. M. Prend ..... . 
Patrick Price 
Pat Pyne 
Jon/Maureen Pyner 
Josephine Quinn 
Laura Rande 11 
Alfred Ratz 
S . E. Raymond 
Alberta Redcraft 
John Redican 
Evelyn Refshauge 
David Remley 
Brenda Renten 
M. E. Reynolds 
Rosemary Reynolds 
Richard Rhodes 
Charlotte B. Rice 
Cynthia/Stephen Rice 
Elizabeth/Gordon Rice 
·Robert Rice 
Pamela Rich 
Beverly Rid de 11 
Done Riepe 
Nrs. Neil Riley 
C. D. Ritter 
Norman Roberts 
Stacy B. Robeson 
Laurel Robinson 
Laurance Rockefeller 
~1argaret Roc l e 
Wi 11 i arn Roe 
M/M Wilson Roessler 
Robert Rohwer 
Gary Rosentrater 
Agnes/Philip Roth 
Lynn Rothstein 
Mrs. Robt. Roudebush 
Hazel Roy 
Martha Rudnicki 
Dona 1 d Rugg 
Blanche Rumsey 
M/M Dlae E. Ruse 
Mildred Russell 
John Rust 
Joseph Saccardi 
Diane Sage 

1419 Fairfax Rd, Bellevue, NE 68005 
3823 Valley Lane, El Sobrante, CA 94803 
3942 Hughes Ct, San Diego, CA 92115 
150 Coronado# 407, Daly City, CA 94015 
Hiddle Rd, \-Jest Newbury, f~A 01985 
515 West End Ave, NY, NY 10024 
2249 S 3rd W #1, Missoula, MT 59801 
166-27-21 Ave, Whitestone, NY 11357 
4 E 95th St, NY, NY 10028 
245 Park Ave, 36th Ploor, NY, NY 10017 
9067 W. Woodard Dr, Denver, CO 80227 
1168 Hess Ave, Fairbanks, AK 99701 
44934 Kingtree, Lancaster, CA 93534 
360 E 55th St, NY, NY 10022 
413 E. Fairview, Inglewood, CA 90302 
18182 Allegheny Dr, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
604 11th Ave E, Seattle WA 98102 
1125 Pajaro Street, Salinas, CA 93901 
3119 Hiawatha Ave, Pt .. Pleasant, NJ 08742 
7201 Radnor Rd, Bethesda, MD 20034 
2904 Blake Rd, SW, Albu, NM 87105 
Box 1754, Newport Beach, CA 92663 
5512 36 NE, Seattle, WA 98105 
23~ E. 22 Street, NY, NY 10010 
Box 578, Duncan, BC, Canada V9L3X9 
3771 San Ysidro Way, Sacramento, CA 95825 
Box 552, Moscow, ID 83843 
2 !~iddle Lane, Westbury, NY 11590 
146 Willow St, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
9 Mile Chena Hot Springs, FBK, AK 99701 
4955 Wolf St N, Salem, OR 97303 
132-21 114th Pl, Ozone Park, NY 11420 
908 E Shady Lane, Wayzata, 11N 55391 
2021 12th St, Bedford, IN 47421 
530 Silvergate, San Diego, CA 92106 
4bl 17 Mile Drive, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
1641 Grand View Dr, Berkeley, CA 94705 
57 E 73 St, NY, NY 10021 
Rt~ 1 Box 455, Ramona, CA 92065 
614 Willow St, Cranford, NJ 07016 
12732 Orizaba Ave, Downey, CA 90242 
Div. Biol. Cal. Inst. Tech, Pasadena, CA 91109 
810 S 11th St, Montrose, CO 81401 
146-11 15th Ave, Whitestone, NY 11357 
137 Beach 138 St, Belle Harbor, NY 11694 
1073 Buena Vista Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009 
29 W. 74th St, NYC, NY 
Radwyn Apt. H-19, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
92 Overbrook Drive, Princtone, NJ 08540 
1720 Sunburst Circle, Georgetown, CO 80444 
6 Skyline Crest, Monterey, CA 93940 
none 
5033 Biloxi Ave, N. Hollywood, CA 91601 
70-07 69 St, Glendale, NY 11227 
4353 Mt. Henry Ave, San Diego, CA 92117 

l J 



231 
517 
329 
460 
293 
478 
644 
457 
359 
352 
48 

518 
362 
107 
538 
646 
423 

40 
284 
328 
258 
145 
314 
551 
582 
596 
169 
504 
437 
177 
78 

641 
205 
656 

99 
211 
144 
655 

95 
212 
384 
452 
522 
283 
544 
496 
440 

41 
407 
102 
101 
495 
454 
360 
235 

Damona Sain 
Ell i a Sa rot 
Angiola Sartorio 

.w and- G Sattler 
Charlotte Saunders 
Alice Savage 
Carleton Schaller, Jr 
Arno Scheffel 
Elizabeth Schilling 
Ricky Schlanger 
Lee Schmidt 
Jason Schoener 
Katherin Schulz 
Elizabeth Schwartz 
Victoria Schwartz 
Sheila Schwatzburg 
Brent Scott 
Irene Seashore 
Martin Senft 
C. M. Senske 
Gregory Seymour 
S and E Shafer 
Joan Shalack 
Di.zabeth Shand 
R. L. Sharp 
William Sheridan 
N. & V. Sherman 
Jeanne Sh.i e lds 
James Shield et al 
Avery Shuey 
Jacob Sigg 
Linda Signarovitz 
t~rs. Simmons 
R and D Simms 
Hilary Simons 
1~/M Francis Simonsen 
Alma Skinch 

II 

Stanley Skinner 
Livia Sklar 
David Slusser 
Carrie Smith 
Irene Smith 
Larry Smith 
r~ary Smith 
Sally Smyth 
Lyn Snoddon 
Rachel Snyder 
A.G. Soderlund 
Saul Solomon 
M. Speiser 
Virginia Spiller 
Richard Spotts 
Louis Squibb 
Henry Staehle 

.- -

120 W Maple Ave, Langhorne, PA 19047 
435 W 119 St, NY, NY 10027 ' 
Fish Camp, CA 93623 
4050 Poplar Ave, Concord, CA 94521 
30 Saltus Drive, Old Saybrook, CT 06475 

1 492 Valley Rd, Brooktondale, NY 14817 
16 School St, littleton, NH 03561 
3848 W. 226 St, Apt. 208, Torrance, CA 90505 
2070 Jackson St, SF, CA 94109 
8515 Avenue N, Brooklyn, NY 11236 
Box 130, Mt. Edgecumbe, AK 99835 
Robinhood Star Rt, 2, Bath, ME 04530 
Old Lake View Ave, Hamburg, NY 14075 
1901 9th Ave, Sacramento, CA 95818 

II II 

2827 Prince St, Berkeley, CA 94705 
Sox 120, Mt. Edgecumbe, AK 99835 
3911 Lakewood Ave, White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
456 !'lerri ck Rd, Lynbrook, NY 11563 
279 Cecilia Way, Blvdr Tiburon, CA 94920 
Whte Mtn Dis. USFS, Bishop, CA 93514 
285 Riverside Dr, NY, NY 10025 
360 N. Bedford Or, Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
6183 Balcolm C~nyo~ Rd, -~d6r~ark1 CA 93021 
230 E. Whiting, Fullerton, CA 92632 
2210 W 35th St, San Pedro, CA 90732 -
East Lakeshore, Whitefish, MT 59937 
Greenville, DE 19807 
1115 Hillcrest Dr, Lafayette, CA 94549 
24780 Adams Road, Los Gatos, CA 95030 
338 Ortega St, San Francisco, CA 94122 
1022 Green St. Allentm'ln, PA 18102 
1384 N Holliston St, Pasadena, CA 91104 
4-B2 Copley Hill, Charlottesville, VA 22903 
4020 Stone Canyon Ave, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 
Schultz Rd, Lake View, NY 14085 
2769 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468 

II 

214-N Avenida Majorca, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
3135 Johnson Ave, Bronx, NY 10463 
826 A St, Springfield, OR 97477 
226 Norwood St, Redlands, CA 92373 
424 Pleasant St, Leominster, I~ 01453 
5196 Dawn St, Charleston, WV 25312 
192 E 75th St, NY, NY 10021 
68 W 83 St, NY, NY 10024 
20 Pine St, NY, NY 10015 
1133 24th St, NW, Washington, D.C. 20037 
4001 Mt. Barnard Ave, San Diego, CA 92111 
755 Park Avenue, NY, NY 10021 
4220 E. Springfield St, Simi Valley, CA 93063 
385 N. Westwind Dr, El Cajon, CA 92020 
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November 14, 1973 

Toa Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 

Froma Richard D. Adams 
Subjecta Nunivak: National Wildlife Refuge 

,. 
' 

Dear Sira 
With respect to the conclusions that your Bureau 

has reached concerning the possible designatic·n of the 
Nunivak Wildlife Refuge as Wilderness under the ~~ild~rness 
Act, I must disagree and encourage not only keeping it 
within the National Wildlife Refuge System but also its 
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preserva.tion System. 
I believe that it is very clear that this area represents 
a unique p8.rt of our wildlife heritage waich is being 
encroached upqn by other priorities. 

This area is inhabited by many species of animal 
life vmich cannot live in an environment ~nich is not 
carefully preserved. The blacklegged kittiwakes, pel
agic cormorants, and many other bird species inhabit 
this area and depend upan it for surviva~. These species 
are un..l{nown throughout most of the worltd and must be 
protected. I'm sure that it is hardlT necessary to 
elaborate upon the wildlife resource of the area. 

The Bureau's objections based on the existence 
of the Native~ is indefensible. The Natives can still 
operate their snowmobiles bacause they are a part of 
their prior existing right anda.i~ exempted by the Wil
derness Act. If this area is not preserver'!. as wilder-
ness then their Native culture may very well be exploitee 
by outsir'le capital interests.and they could be left totally 
defenseless. This culture could be lost the seme way 
as the American Indian's. 

An imprecise refuge boundary is hardly a reason for 
relinquishment of the refuge. A clearly defined line 
could be dral'v"Tl up before or after the Natives claim 
their lend under the Alaska Kati ve Claims Settlement Act. 

If the Bureau's present position on management really 
is "directed primarily at protecting the e~ologica1 in
tegrity of the natura~ environment" then you cannct concur 
with the Alaska Sta.te H ighl'lay Department who forsee. a need 
to build a road around the island of Nunivak. A road 
would be totally contrary to your own bureau's statement. 
The building of a road car~ot be used as a legitimate 
argument against preservation , by your Bureau. 

I re .. commendt that Nuni va.k Island be kept within the 
refuge system and that your Bureau support the wilderness 
proposals by the conservationists. I request that my 
letter be placed in the hearing record. 

Richard Adall!s 
805 w. 27th 
Kearney, Nebraska 

68847 

Sincerely, 

ft~~J/)~7 
Richard D. Adams 
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RUTH ADAMS • . M. D. 

147 WEST 7gTH STRE£T 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10024 

13u;eeu of ~;:>crt Fi~~eriss and Wlkllii& 
~ECEJVED . 

YU 8-ABOO 

Oltice cf the ~rea Director 
~i:..:-.crc;e, ~ · ~:..:; 

November 8, 1973 

I am writing to you in support of conservationists 
who recommend that all of Nunivak National Wild 
Life Refuge be placed in the Wilderness ·system, 
except for lands to be selected by the natives 
under the Native -Claims Act . This should include 
surrounding submerged ·land and small off-shore 
islands. You will notice that I ' m writing from 
New York City, and may wonder why I should care 
about Wild Life RegufG:s ~?rtuate~ so far away 
from me. - I feel tha~~he~ has ~ndeed become 
"a small space-ship" , _ and that whatever ·happens 
ine one part .of the system afferits the ~est of 
us. The pre·sence of so many varieties of wild 

· life on this earth makes life richer for all of 
us -humans. - Also, I suspect that the existence 
of. many species is necessary for the preservation 

· of ecological balance and possibly for the ultimate 
survival of the human· race. · 

. Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely yours , 

e~/~~s·, /Jl,j_.-.- . 

\ 
.. , 
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Regionai Director 

323 Maryland Ave. NE 
Yiashir.gton De 20002 
N9vember 18, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Sir: 

F1ease include this letter in the record of the hearing on 
wilderness proposals for Nunivak Natior~l Wildlife Refuge. 

As one who grew. up in the Pacific Northwest and was trai~ed 
in natural resources management, I strongly favor wilderness 
status for all of Nunivak except those lands to be selected 
by the Natives. 

The use of snow machines should be recognized as a prior 
existing right within the wilderness. And let us remember 
that, if the fuel situation grows worse, there may .be a change 
in the use of these vehicles as a result of rising gasoline 
prices. 

The reindeer herding is not incompatible with wilderness 
status. Let us recall that in many units of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System there is gra~ing of domestic 
livestock, and this use was recog~ized in the Wilderness Act 
itself. 

None of the other objections listed by the Bureau in itB 
opposition to wilderness status for Nunivak has any merit, 
in my ju_?gment. 

I strongly urge the Bureau of Sport ~·isheriea to prepare a 
wilder~ess proposal for Nunivak and submit it to the Congress 
under provisions of the Viilderness Act, includirg C!jproximately 
3,500,000 acres of the Refuge. This H~fuge serves i~~ortont 
nationa~ purposes, nnd s hould be kept in Federa l hand s ~ith 

the added protect~on of wild e rnes~ d esirna tion . 

S'incerely, 

vJCv~l~r~c_ 
George Alderson 
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Regional Director 

325 Berryman Drive 
&'1yder, 1\e,.. York 14226 
November 13, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~ildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing in regRrd to the possibility of t~e establishment of 
a Nunivak National \'lildlife Refuge ·,:ilderness Area. I strongly h~lieve 
that the A ~tr._bli shment of this refuge A. s a vrilderne s s a rea ···o•.1ld be 
a good move by benefitting not only the unique wildlife in the area 
but the native pooulation as well. Nov: that it is almost inevitable 
that Alaska will be dr>cimated in parts by the construction of thqt 
horrid pipeline, it is even more imnortant th a t the remaining wild 
areas remain as they are. If such de~truction is allowed to continue, 
Alaska will lose forever it's b ea uty and uniqueness. 

Please include this letter in the wilderness hearing record. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, ~--/ , _n /'1 ., ~ 
- , _. , I , " / , ·/ ~~"'- ;{. ,jfv~" k~ 
John R. Alexander 
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,\~ Ail-of-N~~ivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in 

the Wilderness System~ · except for lands to be selected 
by the Natives under the Native Claims.Act. The total 
acreage co.nservatiOJ1ists· are recommending is approxi-
mately 3,500,000 acres. . . 
, Use. of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes . is a 

prior existing right permitted under the Wilderness Aci. 
The best way to assure that the l'atives can continue 
ttfeir subsistence way of life i.s to place Nunivak Wild-
life Refuge m the Wilder:ne.ss System. · -

This ~nique wilderness refuge with its tremendous 
scenic and wildlife resources ofboth natlonal ·and inter
national significance should be . kept in the National 
Wildlife . Refuge System and not relinquished by the. 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

. --- ..... -

--------

. y 
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•. ; ,~ ... --- · !'""· - · .... 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport ~isheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
-Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: · 

I feel that the NQ~ivak National nildlife Refuge should be included 
in the National 't'lilderness Preservation System because of its ililpres
sive variety of wildlife which includes muskox, lar5e nesting colon-

. ies of seabirds, large populations of waterfowl and other migratory 
birds which utilize the luxuriant areas of eelgrass and other im
portant feed, Tne clear streams of the refuge are used as spawning 
grounds by several varieties of 'saL~on ~~d the waters adjacent to the 
refuge are inhabited by many marine m~w~als including two rare species 
of whales and two endangered species, 

Though the natives •nmr use s nowmohiles "bich are ordinari ly not al
lowed in areas of wilderness classification, this is a right which 
is permitted under the '..iild erness Act for sutsistence p~-rposes, 

I urge you to give every consideration to includin5 the atove-named 
refuge in the National ·;·iilderness Preservation System, 

Very tnlly yours, 

_ _A~, J c:~~e~ 
:·:r s , Die:.:: N. Anderson 
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, , 
~ Nov.lL.l973 

Reg1ona1 Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office -
813 n ·street 
Anchora~e,Alaska 99501 · 

Dear Sir, 
... We are ~sking you to support . 

the placing of Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge into the Wilderness· system except 
for the lands · selected by the Natives 
under the Natives· Claims · Act. · 

· No bet~~~ legacy can be left to the 
generations to .to come than untouched 
areas of this .kind in an all · too crowded . 
world~ 

... , 

Sincerely , 
Rita '& Ivan Angle . 
433 Dianne Court 
South San Francisco' 
California 94080 

Eurecu of ~~:;:rt fi::mi~ o~d W;:dli1'e 
~ ~ C E I· V E ~. 

~~ r_; V 1 ·~· •1n-1· .;, .-, ., . 

Cffb; cf .th .. J., <>a o:ro=mr 
Mr;..r.;..;(Q•e, ~i~:lro 

• 
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OtW:e of •I-.e ' ~ rec1or 
An~\\)(Cde· ;.. ~ 

Regional Director . 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries apd vnldlife 

Alas~ Area Office 

. 81~!> Street · . 

Anchor~ge; Alaska 

Dear Sir : 

John G. ·Augustine 
l okr::o . ,, . 

"'......... ...ereaith .ave . 
~uclid , Ohio 44J.l9 . 

.november 1~, lf'·7~ 

.. 

Recently I became aware of .a )iearing concerning the 

status .of Nunival Island as wil.¢erness .· I r.~;:;s rather 

e - distressed to discover .that the li.lrEol.l of Spo.It Fisheries 
. . 

and Wildlife had no plans · t .c propose any o.f liunivak Island 

for wilderness status . 

· 11" o:linion cor::cer.:Llg t:1e ~:.tuat!,on i .s tl'llit the . . " . . . . 

· 3ureall ' s stance is indefensible . The si:x 1·easons given by 

the bureau for their actions hove :·be -:on ade~uately refuted 

by conservationists . I believe all ·of llunlvak national -:-

. ·. · 1',"ild~ife Refuge shoulc be placed in the wilderness S¥stem 

wit.h the exception of lanes SFle:::ted by nat:iVES iJ.nder' the 

~r Jtive· Claims Act. This unic.,tue .::rea should be Le;>t as. ne:tural 

as possible to · :,>reserve its wild:ife and o.ther wi:dernes s 

q:Jalities . .Please include this letter · in yo"Jr official heari:1g . 

record. Than~( you. 

Sincerely , 

· ~1~a~~ · ... ·,.· · 
L 

. . . . . ' ' . 

~· Jo.hn G. Augustine · 

• 
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?.€1Ji-ona1 lii.tz.eciolt 

1]·1 f; /, .·IJ. 11 t· 
I. /1-J. .JI :r if :t • JiaJ '" 

· 2855 ~'J. UJ .St£•warf SL 
Conmf~·J, OH'. 97330 

Nov. 7, 197} 

/lJ/r..eau o/ SpoiLt Fi.AiteAi..eA an.d. {?'i.l.d1i../e 
~.12 kea 0//J-ce 
813 D Silr..eet 
An.clwllf29-e, ~ 99 501 

(jen.il..enen: 

J am fj~~-ea:!:l!f CIJrtce/ZJled. about :fh.e urti.r;p.e wi..ld..vtne:M ~te/w;}e
A'un.Lvah. and ~e ilud. all. o/ il be pl.aced in. :fh.e {;';.l.d.e/ZitevJ -d1f4i.em, 
except {.o~t l.an.d4 i:o be .cJei..ected. b!f i.h.e ru.di..ve-d ~ i.h.e ru.di..ve 
cl..a.i.m4 ad:. . 

Too much. de1bw.dWn hn4 aiA.ea.d.L; ocru.lvz.ed. tlvw.ou-t .:th.e wolll..d. 
{y&!f e/{niLt -1lwul.d be expen.d.ed to CIJMetve wha:.t .iA 1e(.t 1-~ 
mell.i..iA 4a.V~ 
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·Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport .Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
8IJ D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska~ 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November IJ, 1973 

Surc.~J of t;Y.;rt Fi,herl<.! o.,d W, :ili!e 
~f CEIVc oJ 

...... .... ~. :4 

--'" We urge that the unique wilderness of tremendous scenic and wildlife 
resource known as Nunivak Wildlife defuge be placed in the Wilderness System, 
·except for the areas selec.ted by Natives under the Native Claims .Jettlement Act 
and the village . of Mekoryuk. · 

We urge inclusion of all tidal and submerged lands in .the refuge in 
this ~ilderness Preservation ~stem;this . is vital for a complete ecosystem. 

Reindeer herdipg leaves .little noticeable man infringement and is 
. primarily important to the subsistence needs of the natives • 

. · The snowmobile use is a prior existing right parmi tted to continue 
by the Jilderness Act ·and by establishing the Nunivak as wilderness the 

·· important continuation of. Native culture and subsistence will ·be assured • . 
The suggested plan of a road around ·the entire .island of Nunivak by 

the Alaska State Highway Department -is a ·strong argument for .the establishment 
of Nunivak in the ·•ilderness ;:iystem , _ thus preventing .the destruction of 
the natural values which BSFw itself has emphasized as primary' importance . 

R Coast Gtta·rd-mrl.ntai:ned ma:r:ine beacon on Cape Mohican is to date 
the only use by lighthouse~military or navy. The ""'xecutive order establishing 
military uses. should _not ·be used as a reason for non-wilderness designation •. 
Current values of. the Nunivak could influence the change of .the Order . 

w~ a·sk that th:i,.s letter b~ made a part of the ufficial uearing ltecord. 
. .::il.ricerely ;- · · . · . 

\\ . • . '\'r:> l6t. 0 . 

Mr . and Mrs . Frederick A. Bacher Jr . 
24 3eca Place 
Salina·s , Ca. 92.9~1 

r--5)·· .. ·o-. . ~~ -~"""~ 

· ~~fluke-r 



Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
81) D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

1210 18th Avenue East 
Seattle, Washington 98112 
November 7, 1973 

We are writing to support the proposal that all of Nuni vak National 
Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except Native Claims 
areas. 

Certainly the use of some part of the land by the natives for raising 
wildlife is not inconsistent with the wilderness concept. 

Please place this letter in the official hearing record. 

Sincerely yours,· 

&~#z/];0_./ 
Charles M. Bagley, Jr., ~~~ ~ 

-zz~y !lt~l .· 



Regi~~al Director 

fx r V 1 > •1c-1·'l '' . ) 

Otfi.:,. of •h:' ~ :·r ·; :>~'Khr 
A:;-::..cr,:. .. ~q~ _1..., :..-: . ··~? 

Bureru of Soort Fisteries A~d ~ildlife 
Ala!:ke. A.rea Offi<;.e 
813 D Street 
Ancr.orr se, Alaska 99501 

De'r S'..r 

515 h. 17 ~t. ff5 
S8L .iose, Calif. 95112 
Nov. lJ, 19't~ 

I request thFt this let-:f!r be placed in the official hafri:-•;; record or. t.he 
Kunivak Isla~a Ref~~e ~ilder~esP ~rooosFl. I desire that ~his 1rr~e~t lslELd 
refu::;e :r. the ;~&.ti:Jr.e.l ;,ilcl:l'e nE1t,;~e Syste;r. to be ciesi.e;r-.rtec. as wilci.err.ess 
:::: ·.r.e :.&.ti ~.-.e.l .iilc er.:-.es ~ Preservt tion ~:r ste:n. 

I see no conflict o1' use of sr~'J'IJ rr,o ~ iles t:r tte :1ati".res witr. wilcerr"•36S. This 
is clefrly a pr2.or existir:::; rL::-.t per:::i ·ted under tne tiilden~ess r.ct • .For this 
ri.;r.t :s r.ecessFr:· rs tl:e best possi ::: le o..eu:s 1;o E:.ssure t:r.e coJ~tir::u&i:.ion of 
the netive cul~ure f~o t~e subsistFLce p&ttern as it nJw exists. 

1or is the reinaeer he rd:r::~ b~ tte natives f berrier to preservetion since 
the l'iunivrk Refu~e us ~;eer. s!'nw. t0 be left. ir1 a S'..<bs:.fr.t;iE-l ly v.:-"trt.:i..:-:.elec. 
co:-.C:.itio.::1 r::o the i:::"Jrint of r:-.f..r, ' s work i:o substrtirll'· l...!n:..oticeEb le ... :"i s 
e::ter"Jrise c :mtrib:1tes i:-:-.nort,:-.tl:v to che fubsist~u:e r,eecs Ji ~ne .'\t.:-..ivrk 
native ~o~ulati~n. 

The ide~ c:ret :.r.e AlE:s k' :;•the Clt : :·.s .S;;-:·lement Act of 19'11 er.d the ira
urecise r.eture of th o:; refu;e bo\.!Ecrry es er .~ue::;ei.ts &,:;f-irl&t ,.il c en"ess ilt::si;
IHl"':ion is nor.ser.se. T!:e v ;:; r~r act of \•ila ,3 rr.es~ oesi~:.z:..tion is tr·.e :> :;errt.i;;;~ 

of ~ ~finiL~ ~ore ~recis e b~unCFrie&. It t ~en iollo~s :n~t this s nou lc oe s~en 
e.s ~n oonortune time to ~~ke orovisio~ f e r tte exclusion ot· ~he vill~;e ~f 

l . ek:::r~ruk end. th:Jse f.rer s to be s<::Lct.ec by t:.e :.etives. I::deed , t.r:is is f. 

~:~dfell of oo?or:u~itv t o s ~ :tle fny cn,~ce o1 elf- in c~~llict thE t co~l~ 

arise in tne iut~re. It shJuld f~rtt~r te seen thbt this is :~e very ~e~~s 
o!· i:csuri r.;; r ~ainst nossib la iuture i>.o~ ct. : ·r :o;:.. reinae&r herci:. ~ , s:-.o1; ::..obile 
use or Fr:.:r otr.er r.t:.tive ectivit.y. 

'I'!:e.t the -" lPskfc Strt:) Ei:z;~·.·:av O.e!"l~-:.rt.!Ient is J::&.Y.:l!<s ol£:.:-.s f::;r the int r>..:sion 
of the refu~e by b~ ilri i~~ rords t ne r e s~oulc be s <::~n es tte str ;)r.~es ~ reEs cn 
of £;..11 for v:ilcierr:es::o ?r::>tect.ion unci. e r t:.e nilc enless il.ct •. i'..t i·.'Jut s:;c(, pro
tectiJn ell or t::e B~re r u of S -. Jrt Fis :-. e ries ~ :-.a ·.tilclife' s ?revi:>u~ ;:--.a:-.Pse
:::-.e:lt · of nrot.ecti::.e; tne ecolo~i ca l i .r.teri ty o; tf:..; :-.1- -.:.ur! l e.r"viroi:::.c: ::lt ir. tr,e 
~~~ivrk Re1 u ~e wi ll ~sve b aen lor nothing. Tte ~ilcernes s ? reservation aesi;nE
t:ion is ::eecec to re i r.L.>rca tb.e :t:L; re f..; 1 s ::>ast ; o.Jc: ·10o ric tm·:~r c s st~vir:~ ofr 
S.lCfi ~OSSible Uestrc;ction Of the nrtural e r.vir on:r!erlt OU !IUDiVfk . 

::here is r.J real co::-.. flict of otilcerr.eSS Pre:oerVft2.o:-: ciesi;.:..ftiJ:. wi~:.h tr;at 
t::art Of the t.Xecut:.ve vrcer estrblisnin~ _,t.;_niv~k rter..:.;e t:l: t r-ll'JY.S CErtfiL 
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milit"ry e!!title .. :e:cts. The c.:)BST; GutrC.-r:;air.tsi:.ed marine bef'C'Jn .')n GE..oa 
Mohicf"n h!·s bee n t:-:e :Jl1ly s..:c!-'. ent: tl8:;-;e n1: &ctually asserted. lr•e i.xecutivs 
Order &.ll:Tl:in~ s'Jc:-. enti tle::!t?nts s:·,ou lc b "' c.>:&.r:,;;~:>d to rellect tr,e actual 
uses F.S -t!".ey stfr.d. It would be r;i:?;!-.ly unref :o ·;mrble to C.is-allo·,.- e.n area 
of ne~rly ~.500,000 acres the ~r~tection of t~e 11ilderr.~ss Presarvati:Jn _ 
Systen for o.r:e small ~e.rina bercon. 

I riereb:..- &trvn~ly ur~e tr:at tr.is u:.ique wilderr.ess ref '.... @;e ?f scenic f:.d 
wildlife resources of both neti6n&.l ann internE..tional si~nific&ncu to be 
keot in tte Nstional riildlife riefu~e S!ste~ a~d Dot relir.quished by tte 
Bures<.; :Jf S"J:Jrt fis!,eries s.:-.C. rtilc.life. 

Sincerely yours, 

/5-"'fr~ lf ~ ~":S 
BenJ&.~lr. li. o&l~ey 
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Regional Director 

1950 Knoxville Avenue 
Long Beach, California 90815 
November 12, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 

and Wildlife 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

My.dear Sire 

The following letter is intended to be placed in 
the hearings record on the Nunivak Wilflife Refuge. 

I recommend that all of the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge be 
placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected 
by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The best way to assure 
that the Natives can continue their subsistence way of life is to 
place Nunivak Wildlife Refuge·in the Wilderness System. In order 
to protect the scenic and wildlife resources of iboth national 
significance and tnternational significance is to keep this area 
in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not have it relinauished 
by the Bureau of Soort F!sheries and W11~11fe. 

Sincerely yours~, 
' ' 

I •-......._ , -4 '-

\_ ..... ~·__.-J...., (.J.,·~ ·:~~...,. -:.--~<"-,/'-J 

Clarence P.' Baker 

Copy to Congressman Craig Hosmer 

Jl1 
I 
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11/15/73 

To w.~omever it may cencern: 

~- i. C E I V E J 

c :fl (f- -:.i 4 ~:-":. :. - ..... --; 2i:c:-... _)r 

l •:-. : ··: rc ;· f.- , .:... . ·: ~,:; 

I would lik~ to writ~ in dofen:o ~f keeningd or desi
-ignstion of !lt.t.."livak I.slsnd lUI • l-Jilderne:z s.rea.o I z~ 
1-rri ting in ~half of The vlildern~ s s Society, at' v!hich I t .;n 

a member. 
Nunivak Refuge i~ supposed to h~ve 3.6 Yillion acres, •n 

ce~aervationists feel t~at 3.5 milli0n •ere• •houl~ be kept 
aa wilderness. This ~ould l~Jve 100,000 Peres er • tenth 
ef • million out1ide the wilderneEB catagory. There are two 
main re~son~ f~r t~is az I can lntnrpret frcm the inf~rmation 
provided. First, th~ isla~~ as horns to ~bou~ 250 Eakimes, 
who are • till 11 ving in semi-a borigi onal cont!i tion 't leat st. 
Taking away the i.tland • ~ w1ldern~u• would un£et t"leir _!Jatter/n... 
ef li.fs etrl~, which haa alr~"lY happened far too r·Hmy tiP'!!'lS 
over the entire globe in the last few hundred y~:rs. People 
shgul4 ~lw~ys be ~llww~~ to live in pAaco providing n~ h•rm 
is c~used, becasus~ ef human rights. The Eskimos':= 1ue of 
snGh~obiles to earn r. living, while not good, ah~ cortsinl~ 
elL~in~tion of cultural herittge, noea nat interfere much 
with the wilderness id~a, '"d in !orne c~aes ~eem: · n~ce~gary 
to porpetu~te their culture. TheirMd herding of Reindeer 
likevri•s does not oliminito wildorne5~, but •ids them in ~•in 
-t•ining aborisin~l c ultur•l cond itions. There i~ no large-
-~calo ~griculture on the i~land. Th~ E~kimo~' right tc have 
in:!i vidu•ll:snd plol:"$1 will not int('!rfere Hi th tho irilderne s .1 

desi[nation bec~uao their l~~d waulct be in the .1 million 
Peres not ~:.;i cn::;ted a;,; Hil (~~rao~~. 

S~con~, ~~d just about s~ rrmport~nt to Many peo?le i• 
that the i5land. h•rbours IT!'n:r specio:s of rlildl1'o, some of 
which ar8 en th~ verge of extinction, •nd who nee'.i •11 the 
protectien they can get. Thi~ includes sol bird~, :ea ~~P!~ls 
and la"l~ ~· ~ •ls. T~e Eski~o~ ~~?en~ c~ ~G~e of tho more tb
-un~•nt o~os f or roo~. ~il~lir~ i~ in to0 much or • peril 
to~•y to let any territory be c•rele~~ly ~•nd·~ over to gre
-ed~ or ovor-as.nxious cau.sea. The nrooosei. plan to bould :~ 
roa~ around the i&land would interfere with the natural lifo 
at~ted abouo, an~ ~o far, wilderness hal not intorferoi with 
rnilit:rr:T pltnu, p~h~upa con!!i~Jr"t i en ef some l<!!t!s v•lu1ble 
•rea CGUld be rn~d• if rnilitlr~n!t•l•ttens •re de!iro~. 
Thi! 11 ourits 11 intororet:tticm ~ .1. Th.., 1·lildorn~~sA~t~ is 'Lot 
gie~, hscaus., there are v~r~ f~w •re»a unt~ucho4~5t ~lLbY 
civllization, mailny boc»uae or carole~• or gr~~d~ u•~ in 
tho past: but they aro clo~e enough th•t acti~n now can 
save them, and ~r cre•te them to what they Gnce were. 
Plea!e take thia i'Lte c~n~idoration. 

Sincerely, 
Mtke Baker 

J3323 Renrre av•. 
Cincinn~ti, Ohi• 

(45211) 



FOR TH.C: RECORD OF TH.C: HE:Ar~ING 

Regional Director 
-- Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ivildlife 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

_ ....... -:-. _' .:, rc;e. J- ... ....:... 

November 19, 1973 

Dear Sir: RE: Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 

All of Nunivak National ~ildlife Refuge should be placed in the 
National ~;ilderness Preservation System texcep t for lands to be selected 
by the Natives under the Native Claims Act) -- a total of approximately 
3.5 million acres, including all tidal and submerged lands in the Refuge. 

I strongly feel that the arguments submitted by the BSF\·i are not valid 
justi~ication for denying wilderness status to this area. 

Considering all the circumstances, I would like to go on record in 
support of keeping all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge in the Wilder
ness · system, e xcept a s indicated above. 

I sincerely urge that the BSF~·l not relinquish this Refuge. 

Yours truly, 
/?~· /'1 vi ' _./ · -;"_j '/-L{. -;.. /_,_ 

c. Ballsun ~ 
4840 Santa ~onica 
San Die go, c a . 92107 



2445 Berkshire Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15241 
November 8, 1973 

Regional Director 

.- . ~ ~ 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

' •. ' r.=.. ··:, ,.... 

Various organizations to which I belong have brought to my attention the 
proposal of Wilderness designation for the Nunivak Refuge in Alaska. It 
is my understanding that the Bureau C!f Sport Fisheries and Wildlife has 
recommended that none of the governmentally owned land on Nunivak 
Island be accorded Wilderness designation. According to the information 
which I have reviewed, the reasons put forth by BSFW are not valid and 
there is a total of some 3, 600, 000 acres of land and surrounding submerged 
lands which qualify for and seem deserving of Wilderness designation. It 
is my further understanding that by designating major portions of Nunivak 
Island as Wilderness area, the interests of the native inhabitants will be 
protected rather than endangered. 

I would, therefore, like to endorse the recommendation of Alaskan envfron
mentalists who favor Wilderness designation for all of Nunivak Island's area 
other than that to which the native population has legitimate claim. I request 
that a copy of this letter be placed in the hearing record. Thank you. 

z:j}_rtJri:0 
ALAN D. BARBER 

ADB kl 

cc: The Honorable Hugh Scott 
1900 Land Title Bldg. 
Philadelphia , Pa. 19110 

The Honorable Thomas E. Morgan 
Fredericktown, Pa. 15333 

The Honorable Richard Schweiker 
Skippak Pike 
Worcester, Pa. 19490 



November 8, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

!") ~ ~ · ~ ::i ·:~e :.' .--:.·:.. -· ,.., : 
h;.~~;crc;;e, .:.::_ .. . :.. 

It seems clear to me that there should be no hesitation on the part of anyone--citizen 
or agency personnel--to urge saving the natural values of the scenic and unspoiled 
wilderness of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge by classifying approximately 3.5 
million acres of Nunivak Refuge as wilderness and giving this area the protection of 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

As a wilderness, the natural values of Nunivak of a rich variety of wildlife of 
national and international significance would be preserved, as well as the entire 
ecological integrity of land and ocean. And, not the least of reasons, the Eskimos 
would have an environment in which they could retain--unmolested--their Native cul
ture, and continue to hunt, fish, trap, have their reindeer herds and use the snow
mobile for subsistence purposes. 

The history of this country is one of stealing the land from the Natives, destroying 
their way of live and even killing the Natives so we could take full possession of 
the territory. In my estimation it is long past time to give up these irresponsible 
and cruel acts and begin to behave·more responsibly and recognize the prior rights 
of other Americans whose ancestors were here long before those of the majority of 
Americans. No doubt the Indians in the U.S. wish we had adopted this kind of policy 
three hundred years or more ago. Their present condition is still tragic. I feel 
strongly we should not repeat our unjust and harsh acts and inflict them on the 
Natives of Alaska. They should be permitted to live in harmony with the land. In 
any case, they would have the prior right of selecting their own land under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. TheR, as I understand it, this would leave 
about 3.5 million acres of unique wilderness with tremendous scenic and wildlife 
resources to be protected by the Wilderness Law for the Natives and all other Ameri
can citizens of the present and future Americans. 

Opportunity would be given us to make archeological studies that would further enrich 
the culture of the "New World." 

This also would prevent the destruction of the natural values of Nunivak Refuge by 
the Alaska State Highway Department. 

Indulging military claims should not be a primary goal in life but even the military 
interest would not be interfered with. It consists of only a Coast Guard-main tained 
marine beacon on Cape Mohican. 

I want to make a strong recommendation for a Nunivak Island Wilderness and hope that 
the Congress will have the opportunity to give this splendid area the protection of 
the Wilderness Law. 

Please place this letter in the official hearing record. Thank you. 

cc: Sec. Rogers C.B. Horton; Sen. Henry M. Jackson; 
Congressman James Haley 

1789 Lanier Place ,N.W. 
Washingt on, D.C. 20009 
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1 Box 2303, Linfield College 
McMinnville, Oregon 97128 
November 8, 1973 

FOR INCLUSION IN THE OFFICIAL HEARING RECORD 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

As an American citizen looking toward the future, I'd like to 
recommend that all of the Numivak National Wildlife Refuge 
be ;placed in the w'ilder.ness .:>ystem. As the nation grows and 
expands northward, a wilderness like the Nunivak Islands will be 

· more and more valued for its aesthetic beauties, its wildlife 
refuge qualities (for walrus, sea lions, and harbor, ringed, 
ribbon, and bearded seals, as well as many species of whales), 
its potential recreational value for outdoorsmen, and the preserva
tion of the Eskimos in the village of Mekoryak and their harmonious 
way of life. 

For these reasons, I strongly support the oroposal to designate 
the entire Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Barmeyer 

FOR INCLUSION IN THE OFFICIAL HEARING RECORD 
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DEAf\ Slf\S, O:r• :c c · ~ 

NOVEMBO\, 

c/o uJtt-c-ne.; tJ'([j S. 

J3ur Ga~t~) CA. 
IN ~EGA~D TO NUNIVAK ISLANO,IT IS MY BELIEF THAT 

ALL OF NUNIVAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE f\EFUGE, Of\ THE TOTAL OF 

3·5 MILLION ACf\ES, SHOULD BE PLACED IN THE ~ATIONAL 

WILDEf\NESS Pf\ESEf\VATION SYSTEM. (EXCEPT FOP\ THE LANDS TO BE 

SELECTED BY THE NATIVES UNDEf\ THE CLAIMS ACT,) 

I FEEL THAT IS VE~Y VITAL TO THE FUTe~E OF ALASKA AND THE f\EST 

OF THE UNITED STITES, THAT PLACES SUCH AS'NUNIVAK BE SAVED 

TO BE ENJOYED BY FUTU~E ~MEf\ICANS. 

BEAUTY IS ~LASKAS MOST trAPOf\TANT ASSET, IF YOU HELP TO 

SAVE PLACES SUCH AS NUNIVAK, THIS ACT WILL BE ~EPAID TEN FOLD 

IN f\EVENUE , TO YOUf\ STATE BY TOUf\ISTS WHO WILl SPEND MONEY 

JUST TO GAZE UPON THIS BEAUTY. 

• ~EQUEST THAT THIS LETT[~ BE PLACED I~ THE HEA~ING ~ECOf\D TO 

f\EGICNAL DI~ECTOf\ (BSFW) AL~SKA Af\EA OFFICE 813 D STf\EET 

ANCHO~AGE ALASKA, 99501. 

THANK YOU, 



November 21, 1973 

Regionaf Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchoarage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Director: 

Please include my statement as follows in the Official Hearing 
Record and acknowledge it. 

I believe that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge should be 
placed in the Wilderness Preservation System, with the exception 
of the lands to be selected by the Natives, under the Native 
Claims Act. The total acreage recommended to be placed in the 
Wilderness System is about 3,500,000 acres. 

By placing Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness Preservation 
System, the Natives will be best assured that they can ·continue 
their subsistence way of life. The use of snowmobiles must be 
limited for subsistence purposes only. 

Because this Refuge has such beauty and tremendous wildlife 
resources, of both national and international significance , it 
should be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not 
relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Many thanks for your favorable consideration of my request. 

cc: The Hon. C.P.Case 
The Hon. H.A.Williams 
The Hon. P.W.Rodino 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs.) Beth Bates 
10 Roosevelt Ave . 
E.Orange, N.J. 07017 
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920 CASS STREET 
MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 93940 

To·bH Botes, 1\tD., F.A.A.,P. 
&,:.;.,!J L. Bronson, 1\1.0:,-F.A.A.P: 
Robert L. BL,dc, M.D., F.A.A.P.· 
Gecn!e H. Penn, M.D., F .A.A.P .. 

) 

November 16, 1973 . 

Tekp~one . 

408- 372-5841 

Regional Director . 
Bureau of ·Sport Fisheries 
· and t\'ildlife 

1\rrocu"cf .::.~cr.t Fi:'leries o:-~d 'Ai:~ii!e 
il f C E I .V E :J 

813 D ·street 
Anchorage, . Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

. r; I ,--"" 
:.J JU. ' · • 

Ct 

· .I urge you to favorably consider placing all of . 
Nunivak National ·Nildlife Refuge in the Wilderness 

.·system, except for lands tc> be selected· by the Natives 
under the Native Claims Act. · 

"This wilderness refuge not only represents a . 
. tremendous scenic and -wildlife resource of .national and ·· 
internati:Q.nal · s i.gni.fi.e.a:oce.., bu.t-. .aiso the way .of life . 
·for approximately 250 · Eskimos living on Nunivak Island. 

Aga1n I urge that the Nuniva~ National· ·Wildlife ···
·Refuge should be kept in the National .Wildlife Refuge · 
System · and not. ·relinquished .by the Bureau · Of Sport 

·. Fisheries. and Nildlife, and also request ·that· .this 
letter be placed in the .hearing record. 

·sincerely, . 

Talcott Bates, M.D. ' 

· . TB: jf 

t. 

~. -' ' 

·n . . · .. · 
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I·; OV 2 ?1.973 
Office of the h t:c Director 

Regional Director Anchorage, AJr:$l;a 

0~ 
~ 

American School 
APO San Francisco 

96352 
17 Nove.rnber 73 

Bureau of .Sports .Cisheries 2nd i<ildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 JJ Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501' 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing in support of the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge 
being placed in the \.;ilderness :::ystem. F.Kcept for lands 
to be selected by the Natives under the Native Claims 
Act, all of this r~efug e, approximately 3, 500,000 acres, 
will best serve the local and national interests by being 
classified as wilderness. 

The present use of sno~vmobiles in the area is not a reason 
to nullify the identif y of the Nuniva~ National Wildlif e 
Refug e as wild~rne.ss. The use of sno~v:r:obiles for subsistence 
purposes is a prior existing right penai tted under the 
\.Jilderness i\.ct. 

The best way to assure that the Natives can continue their 
subsist~nc e way of lif e is to pla ce Nunivak Wildlife Refuge 
~n the \·hlde rness System. ,~nough people have been ruined 
by "prog res s . 11 

Tnis unique wilderness refuge ~.;ith irs tre."1lendous scenic 
and wildlif e resources of both national and international 
significance should b e kept in the ~ational Wildlife Refug e 
System a nd not r elinqu ished by t he Bureau of Sport ?i sh eries 
and wildlife. Onc e you l ·et i t go, irreparable harm '\..rill 
res ul t to t h e Natives and to t he wildlif e. 

Please place this lett er in the hearing record. 

~inc erely, 

~~-J1:l !1~~ 
uav~d rl. Baur 

L.J 
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I - - --DAVID G. BAXTER, M.D. 

1001 GAYLEY AVENUE 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

TELEPHONE: 473· 6S71 

INTERNAL MEDICINE: AND HEMATOLOGY 

-. .· November 2, 1973 -· 
Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: . 

This is. to urge your placing of the : Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge in the wilderness 
system, except for native lands. · The wi-ld
life arid natural · values of this ·a·rea are so . . 
great, and the withdrawal from wilderness 
in Alaska so· massive in recent years·, this 
area should, in my opinion, be preserved • 
. Per.ha.ps .some day Congress will put it in 
the Wilderness Preservation System.-

Please _reconsider your decision to put none 
of the Nunivak in the wilderness system. 

., 

It is the last chance. Copies of this letter . 
are -going to ·my congressman and - senators~ · 
Please place this letter in the hearing 
record which I understand is open until 
November 2 3. 

Sincerely, . 

. ~~ /J?1d~;'/ 
· Dav~d G. ·Baxter, H.D. 

DGB.fs 

. .. 

: 
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C ;:_ - _, _._ 

Regional Director 

Dr. & !.!rs. K. C. Beighley 
2237 PoJ k Wa y 

Stockton,California 95207. 

J 

l;ovember 6, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
J.laska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, llaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

When we visited Alaska for six weeks twelve years ago, we 
were not able to see all of Alaska in that short time. 

Alaska is a big country. 

We did not realize that in such a short time, there might 
be much less o.f . .Alas.ka :worth seeing. J.laska is a big country. 
Big mistakes can be made in a big country. 

Please arrange to put three and a half million acr es of the 
nuni vak National Wildlife Refuge into the i'-lilderness System! l 

Yours very truly, 

~/(1=----C ;_ fl ~ 
cc: Senator Cranston 

P.S. Please enter this letter in the official hearing record. 

L. 1 
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:B£RLEY & Co., INc. 
REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE ~ 

------------------------< B ~ ~~~~y >--
MEMB_E,R_ REAL ~~TA_TII!: B?ARO ~OF' N E W YORK 

I I E AS T 3 6 TH S T R E E T 

NTh' YOKK.l\.Y.l0016 
68 5 -98 1 0 

. .... ......... . ...... 

November 7, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
An~~orage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I respectfully urge you to place in the hearing record 
my request that all of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
be placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands se
lected by the Natives under t ·he Native Claims Act. 

WB:BD 

Sincerel'y--yQurs, 

t01J.fu-~ . 
WILLIAM BERLEY % 

President 
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ROBERT A. BERNHARD 

100 RING ROAD WEST 

GARDEN CITY. L. 1.. N . Y. 11530 

B.u:-c=u vf ~ ;:,c .1' f~ ::i1 L:i' i-:: .:. (:n·J V,'j:~ l: fe 
KECEI 'v'c..-

()Hice of the Arec 0 ircctor 

Anc.hora;}G, AloskO 

~ Regional Director 

November 21, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I strongly urge that all of Nunivak National Wild
life Refuge be placed in the wilderness system ex
cluding those lands to be chosen by the Natives 
under the Native Claims Act. 

The Natives should be permitted to use snowmobiles 
for subsistence purposes as permitted under the Wild
erness Act. This fine wilderness area with its great 
scenic and wildlife resources of world wide import
ance must be retained in the National Wildlife Refuge 
System and must not be under any circumstances given 
up by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife. 

I request that this letter be placed in the nearing 
record. 

RAB:ms 

cc: Wilderness Society 
1901 Pennsylvania Ave. N. w. 
washington, D. c. 20006 

1 

\ 





MORAVIAN COLL(GE 

=~reoc cf ~per~ Fi~~~r;_s cr . .:! \'{i:Jido 
l'tfCf:IVE.:.. 

h: ov 1 4 1:173 
--

()t!,.-c cf the h":<J c :ro·: · ~-
;:..;.~hopc~u. A!~. -~;J 

Regional Director 

11112 l=ound..! 1$07 

BHHLEHEH, PENNSYLVANIA 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 12, 1973 

I am writing to express my op1n1on concerning the Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge. Please see that my letter is placed in the hearing 
record. 

It is my belief that this area should be kept in the National Wild
life Refuge system and should not be relinquished by the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife. The most logical means to preserve Nunivak Island 
is for the Bureau to recommend its inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. This is truly an unique area and deserves wilderness 
status as outlined under the Wilderness Act. This is the only way to assure 
that it will remain undisturbed for future generations. If decisive action 
is not taken now to preserve Nunivak Island, the ecological integrity of 
this beautiful area may be destroyed as so many other natural wonders. be
cause we did not act in time. 

I understand that one of the reasons BSFW is reluctant to recommend 
Nunivak for inclusion in the Wilderness Preservation System is because of 
the pending Native land selections on the island in accordance with the 
Native Claims Settlement Act. T:1ere is no reason why BSFI-l can not recom
mend all of those lands on the island except those sleeted by the Natives. 
Establishment of the Wilderness Area on Nunivak should in no way interfer 
with the way of life of the Eskimos living in the village of Mekoryuk. It 
would seem that designating the refuge as a Wilderness Area is the best 
way to insure that the way of life of the Eskimos will continue. Reindeer 
herding by the natives has not made a substantial impact on the island and 
the ecosystem is still qualifed for wilderness status. Furthermore, the 
use of snowmobiles by the Eskimos is essential to their livelihood and 
should be permitted to continue as provided for in the Wilderness Act. 
The Alaska State Highway Department has considered building a road around 
the island. This is clearly not compatible with maintaining the area in 
an undisturbed state and makes the Bureau's recommendation all the more 
urgent. This road is a threat to the very integrity of the ecosystem on 
the island. 
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Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Page two 
November 12, 1973 

The Bureau has taken the position that wilderness classificat~on is 
not possible because of.the imprecise boundary .of the refuge on Nuniva~. 
Thi~ is not a very potent argument; it should be a relatively simple 

· matter to define the· boundary of the refuge as all lands contained on .the 
island exclusive of those selected by Natives under the Native Claims Act, 
and those presently being used by the Coast Guar.d for a . beacon on Cape 
Mohican. · 

In conclusion, 
opportUnity for the 
This recommendation 

· of Nunivak. 

JB:jhh 

I feel that the evidence points · to an outstanding 
Bureau to recommend this island as a Wilderness Area. 
would be instrumental in .preserving the unique biota 

s1n~cere1y yo~r. 

~ington, Pb.ri. 
·Assistant Professor of Biology 



Nove~oer lj, 1973 

Regional Director 
BSFr'l Cr' 

.· . . 
Alasla Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska j950l 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to inform you of wy views and to have 

them included in the record of Lhis Nunivak Island situaLion. 

After careful study of the pros ana cons I must asree 
with the conservations. ;\ll of Nuni va.k. Hatiunal .d.ldlife nef u.se 
should be placed in the ~ilderness ~ystem, except lanas to oe 
selected by the Natives under the Natives Claims ~ct. l'his 
would bring the total land area to aoout 3,500,000 acres. 

I believe snowmobiles should be allowed to operate 
in this area. 1'he Natives must ;ro.::;;ress enoU6h Lo hana.le t.t1e 
job and supply enough food to survive. r·neir way of life must 
be preserved. 

The wildlife of this area is sow~hat uni~ue. For this 
A reason alone this area must be pres.arved. No paved., wainLainea. 

high·r~ay system is necessary and. it should not De ouilt. l'nis 
type of a·isrupti·ou ·.-.Joulu surely des ~roy t.ne waterfowl ana. wila.life 
habitat. It must not happen. 

I ask you to reconsider your fOSition and follow us. 
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Alison Binder 
Box 3 
River Pines, Calif. 95675 

November 19, 1973 

Area Director __ 
U.S. Fish and ~ildlife Service 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

RE: Nijnivak N.H.R. 

Please include this letter in the official hearing record for the 
wilderness proposal for Nunivak National Wildlife 8efuge. 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your excellent summary of the 
wilderness study. The high quality of the photographs and text 
and the data provided combined to make it an outstanding publication. 

While I appreciate the unique problems of Nuni vak Island as far as 
wilderness designation, I disagree vri th the report 1 s conclusion that 
no wilderness at all should be proposed, It is my belief that 
H~l~~rnes~ classification Hould be valuable in giving statutory 
P ° CvlO to the Hildlife habitat for which the refuge Has established. 
I fear that to encoura~e tourism, as the report suggests, might be 
detrimental to the c;uality of tho h3_bitat. 'l'ne protection of nesting 
grounds for seabirds is extremely im::::-ortant, and should not be 
decreased at all. 

Section h(c) of the Wilderness Act does permit use of motorized 
vehicles for administrative use, and thus the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and ~ildlife would be able to continue refuge management 
with snow~obiles. 

The Hishes of the people of Nunivak is of course of central importance. 
While I do not presume to speak f0r them, I ho~e that the opportunit~ 
Tor them to continue their unique lifestyle close to nature remains, 
for their sake and for the maintenance of diversity so vital to the 
world. 

I hope that the long term view is taken and th~ Nuniv~~ remains 
primarily in its natural condition as it is at present. I oppose 
the proposed road around the island because I do not think it would 
be beneficial to Hildlife. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Alison Binder 



I 
. \cc, 

Senator Alan Cranston 
Senator John Tunney 
Congressman Don Clausen 

.· ~ 
Ms. Wilma Bingham~ 
P. O. Box 2034 . r· 
PetalUma, california · 

94952- . 
/t#/. ~-.-117 3 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Ala.ska .Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Sir: 

. Re: Nunivak National . Wilalife 
Refuge 

It is our understanding that hearings 
concerning the above px;oposed refuge will 
remain open unt_il Nov. 23, 1973 - therefore . 
we are urgently and officially placing · 
our names in support of the above referenced 
Refuge being placed in the Wilderness System,
except for those lands· to be selected by the 
native Eskimos under the Native Claims Act. 

We sincerely hope that you will not let 
those special interest groups - highway 
builders, military establishment, etc., 
impose a "buffalo hunter" type mentality 
on your decision and that ·you wil:l recommend 

. this ·area be placed .in the Wilderness System • . . ~ . 

I . 
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- ;--':::t .- ' . "·J, 
OHic~:::'t~ e-:10~ November 8, l97J 

Ari~;e, AI.::~ , 

..., 
. Regional D1rector 

Bureau of-Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 

,813 D Street · 
Anchorage,_ ~laska 99501 , 

Dear , Sir·s 
' . 

'b .. I am _in fauorr ~r placing the -Uunivak 
national ~ldlife Refuge · in the ~1lderness . 
S~t~. . . , . 

Plaase place my letter . in_ ymn· · hearing 
-re-~oTd . 

~o ~rs , 1rulyfn/1~, ·_ ;,· ,

onor() , '~ - . 

('nirs.) sondra ~lewer .. 
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W~ the ~nier~ignei su~•ort that all of Nunivak National Wil•- ~ 
life R~fuge- 'De :!tlacelli in th~ Willlierness System,. exce~t for 

· lanjs to ee selec tell 'Dy the- Native· Claims Act. ThS' to tal ·ae'l"e-~a.&• 
c·onserva tioniats ar• rtJCOJ:UD.enlliinc is I.Jt~roxima tsiy 3 • 500,.000 . . 

-~acres. · . ~ 
The ~est way to assu~ that the Nativess can continue their 

. &ultsis tenc• way of lif~ !a to ~lace Nuni vak Willlilife "Rtrfuie- in '-
the Wilierne'ss Systea. · -

Thia unique willlierness ~fuce with its treaenllioua acenfc - :c 
ana willlilifs resources of ltoth na t-ioR·al .an• j-tnt ern a ti onal · ai&
niticanc• .. ahoul• .-.e, lceJt in the· National Re-fuee Systea an• not -· 
r•linqula~~cltYt¥ ~bo Bureau of s,ort Fisheries an• wil•life. 

. . t ·:: 

NAME . Office of the .I' reo Director ADDRESS 
,t.n-:~ora:::e. A!:::;kQ 

. 11<().~·~ ~ 
2~~,.- ~'P 

4 

· & 

6 



r 

-:----~. . 



: •• ;ec~,., of~> .... ·· _-. _._r.; ;~~~ \.:" ~: ,··;;:..;: i~e 
It E C E I V E _, 

r, . , .: l -· ,,a-r·J 
,7 . . _) 

Cff .... :,.. ~-.' ; ~. lrgc Oirc:~.')t 
J..::_::;.r:-: .• -;e, ..:..:~:-<.; 

1126 No. Central, ff20f 
Gl7ndale, Calif. 91202 
Uove!!:ber 14, 1973 

Regional Director 
:Bureau of Sport Fi!"f1eries and \lildlife 
Alaska ArP.a Office 
81;: D St., 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

l!g_y I re r"Dectfully recorrJ'1'1end that all of Nuni vak National 
1fildlife P~fu~e ~e pl~ced in t~e-~lilderness System, except 
for lands to re selected by t:re l;::J.tives under the l~ative 
Clai~s Act, and t:rat t~e total acreage should be approximately 
3,fOO,COO n.cres. 

Reco~~ended also is that all the refufe lands exceut the 
village of Eekoryuk 3.nd tl:oee areas to be selected 'ty the 
Natives le i~cluded in wilderness. 

Pleafe place this letter in tre hearing record. 

Si~cerely, 

. 7Ji/.;· ; u ?---{_( I wr . / , ,. 1 . .)/1-ir 

./ 

L J. 
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Re~ienal ~irecter 
Bureau ef Sport .Lt'isheries a.ad Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Ancherace, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

740 East 32 Street 
Breekl1ll, New York 11210 
19 Nevember 1973 

I would like to request that this letter,in support ef the recemmendatien 

that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refu~e , except for lands te be selected 

8y the Natives under the Native Claims Act, be placed ia the Wilderness System, 

be included in the hearinc record. 

The best interests of the native population of Nunivak,and adequate 

pretection of wildlife,will be served by Bot excludin~ Xunivak Natienal 

Wildlife Refuce from the Wilderness System by a narrew interpretation er 

the requirements fer inclusien. 

.. : . 

Very truly yeurs, 

V.L.ienawit, Ph.D • 

- - \. 
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Regional Director 
U.S. Fish & ~ildlife Service 
Anchora~e, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

4801 Kenmore Avenue, Apt. 706 
Alexandria, Vir~inia 22304 

November lR, 1973 

Thank you ·ror senoin~ us a copv of the Nunivak \\'ilderness Study 
Summary. It was both informative and beautiflfllly prepared. 
"e must, however, take exception to your conclusion thrtt :\univak 
lsl~nd, its associated smaller islands anrl rocks lyin~ off-shore, 
and its surroundine: submerg;ed lands should not be desi(!;naterl as 
wilderness area within the l\ational \\ilderness !'reservation S,vstem. 

Nunivak Hefu~e needs verv desperate!~· to he included as a part of 
the ~ational Wilderness iJreservation System. It is hoth substan
tially wild in its naturnl state and in balance with ecosystems 
interplayint; with its primitive environment. 

Despite such manifestations of 20th century technolot;v as snow
mobiles, a four mile road and an airstrip, nnd hit!;h -powererl rifles 
used h,v l~skimos in sHh~istencc huntin~, l\univak hns positive wild
life values that make it ideallv suited for lastinC!; wilderness 
classification. ~lost of t 11is area exists in an undisturbed state 
and should he allowed to remain free of future encroachment hv 
modern man nnd his highly destructive "civilizing;" devices. lts 
~reat distance from lflrl!:e population centers should serve to enhance 
its value as an isolated paradise well suited for permanent, pro
tective enshrinement. 

Less those lands set aside for \ative selection under the Native 
Claims Act, Nunivak l<efue;e should he recommended bv vnur Bureau 
to be included under the \ational Wildernes s PrcscrYati0n "vstem. 
As past members of the Alas ka communitv with manv vivid ami las tine: 
memories of this state's unique natural t)eautv, ~e hope that our -
opinion will receive your careful f'nd most respected consjderation. 

Sincerely, 
/1 
.._~/1, q~ // v _c" / 
Geor~' C. 

~
C.JS;:Lb 
Aotts 

C.C. to Senator Harrv F. Byrd, .Tr. and Cone:ressman ~tanlev Parris 
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Bend, Ore. 97701 
2905 Riley Rei. 
Nov. 8, 1973 

Regional Director 
Burea.u of S port Fisheries & Wilolife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St • 

. · Anchor~be, Alaska 99501 

D ear Sir: 

In Re: Alaskc. Nuniv~k Island Wilderness 

I request tha.t this letter be placea. on the atove 
hearing record. 

I strongly believe that all of Nunivc;.k National 
Wildlife Refuge be placec. ·in the Vlilcerness System, 
except for the l~nds to be selected by the N~tives 
under t~ne Native Clairus ,Act anu the vLi.lage of 
Mekoryuk. V.'i thout the Wiloernes::; Act r s legal pro
tection the wilderness chare:.cter of the islanci 
could be greatly altered. The best ':';ay to assure 
that the Natives can continue their SlJ .. bsistence 
way of life is to place Nunivc.k Vfilcilife Refuge 
in the Wilderness System. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its trer:1endous 
scenic and wildlife resources of both national and 
international significance should be kept in the 
National Wilclife Refuge System and not-be relin4-
uished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and v;ila.life. 

Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

c:.~...( ,~r· c"~~~:,~ ) 
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65 BROADWAY 

NEw YoRK, X. Y. 10006 

•" ". 

i : .. '· ...: I '· 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office - 813D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 9, 1973 

This letter is written to register my complete 

support of the plan to place the Nunivak National Wildlife 

Refuge in the Wilderness System. I heartily endorse the 

use, by natives, of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes 

and hope that these vitally important resources will be 

kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

I request that the above views be placed in the 

Hearing Record. 

Yours very truly, 

. . 
I '• 

Henry C. Breck 
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.::-;.-cc.u ur _:;;~ ,.. ~t ~ :: · · ·: ;· .:S _-. .. 1 ~ .' V-:;\s ;> 
!! f. c. f: 1 v r :. 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

735 South Poplar Street 
Denver., Colorado 80222 
November 14, 1973 

I would like to urge you in the strongest. possible way to classify some 3. 5 
million acres of Nunivak Refuge a s wilderness . Few, if any, other similar 
ecological units in this world offer such a marvelous potential for main
taining the wilderness characteristics so unique to that particular island. 
Several years ago I visited Kotzebue, Alaska so I feel that I do have more 
than just the usual passing interest in that particular part of the world. 
Please see that this letter is placed in the hearing record of the Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

HRB:cjn 

AIRMAIL 

cc: Senator Peter Dominick 
Representative Pat Schroeder 
Mr. Clifford Merritt 

Respectfully submitted., 

[! ~-jD~ 
't;bert ~~rettell, M.D. 
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Regional Director 

315 8th r~venue 
Ne~ York, ~ew York 10001 
NovenlJer 13 1073 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I support Alaskan conservationists in their effort to 
have: 

all of Nunivak National Wildlife Pefuge 
placed in the Wilderness SysteM with the 
exception of lanes to be selected by 
the Natives under th~ Native Claims Act. 

the use of snmmohiles for suhsistence 
purposes reco~ni?.ed as a prior existing 
right permitted under the ~ilderness Act. 

this wilderness refuge kept in the 
National Dildlife Refuge System and not 
relinquished by the Bureau of Snort Fish
eries and Wildlife. 

I request that the contents of my letter be entered 
in the hearing record. 

Jurs Truly, 

Do~~ 



Charles A. Broman 
2900 E. Madison Ave 
Apt D13 
Fullerton, California 92631 

November 4, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska - ~Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 8.8501 

Dear Sir: 

! i ,- ' ~ ~ ~/'") 
· ~ ); v 

opinion regarding the 

® 

I am writing you to state my 
Nunivak Nation81 Wildlife Reguge. 
be placed in the official hearing 
is thats 

I request that my letter 
record. My recommendation 

All ·of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be 
placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands 
to be selected by the N8tives under the Native 
Claims Act. 

Use of snowmob,les for subsistence purposes 
is a nrior existing right permitted under the 
Wilderness Act. The best way to assure that the 
Natives CRn continue their subsistence way of life 
is to place Nun~vak Wildlife Refuge in the 
Wilderness System. 

This unique wilderness regu~e with its 
tremendous scenic and wildlife resources of both 
national and internationBl significance sh0uld 
be kept in the Nat1onal Wildlife Refu~e System 
and not relinauished by the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and W~ldlife. 

Sincerely, 
/"' f l II I /1 

\.__!ftc..._(;~ /1 Q~.'Jr'v.:{., 1'L. 

Charles A. Broman 

! 

! 

I 



e· 

-------

- -
\. 

f 
I 

) 

' 

. . <:> -~''>·~·~\ • 4.;,<~ Q.,~.l> -\\.. \ 

fc:.c;c,.., ,.., ... ~ .... \.;.~"~ 
::c '!.~~ ...... ~ 
+\.~~ 

. . " 



511~ Vnu-~p~~ Cftest Drive ...... / ~ .:..... J..: \.I ....... l.. .L.... - · -

K.,...ov•·i 1 le Te,...,n <791 (-{ -U~ .t-..i/ __ ., , £.;_,.. _, ...., 

.. · ...... -i -=· 
Nove::-:oer 9, 197 3 

Reg ional Director 
Bureau of S)orts ~isherics a~d Wildl~fe 
Alas~a Area Office 
813 D Str:3e t 
-~~chorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: · :univa:-:: Islar:d ~·iilderness, Alas ;:a 

Dear Sir: 

Ho-;.r can you s2.y on one page of your brochure th2.t 
"'~·~1· v~k Isl ~..-,,.:~ ''1" s in "" os.:. ,..,,.,.,..,ec.c.s de .... ~cto ·ri 1--'e .... ness 11 
l.'i U.L ..;._ c. l.. _ c.:.. ._...... . _ • . 1 l.l .L -..:;, ':;" 'J ...:.. c:. t·. _ ...... ~ ..L , 

anC. then conclude tbP.t none o:!' th~ :,:uni vak liationE- 1 
Wildlife ~efuse be designate~ as wilderr:ess? 

I need not list h e re the E-rgu~ents offered by citizen 
. conservation~sts of Alaska in reco~~endation of wilderness 
status for all of the I~nivak ~atic~al ~ildlife ~efuge, 2?
""'r"'X.;,...,~+-el'~ 3 ~O l'~ on ~, aC,..,"'S >=< u+- i a·o ·,-;is'n to be .coun+--ed ~ V ~ -- .l.,J ( .. ; \.1 , - ... ' , .,./ ~ , V ·..- ..L '-" e ·-' V - - v 

in su}port of their reco~·:i :endation. 

I re spectfully re~uest th2t thi s letter be entered 
into the EeariD~ Rec~rd. 

Very t~uly yours, 

c~/1:.£_, &~--:!;·)'}LP
{Mrs . ~arvey 3r~o~e) 

cc: Consres s~an Joh~ J . Duncan 
Senator Sill 3rock 



Office of the Area Director 

Anchora~e, AI~ 



Regional Director 
DureAu of Spar t; l<' isheries and ?iildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

41::308 '.L' St; 
Sacramento, Calif 9oBl9 
Nov. 16, 1973 

f -· · :·.• of <' -y , ... c 
~- ·- t r ·; . c r ic.i C'r.d 'N:)d:·r 

It E c E , .,, . · ·• · e 
I • f •' 

NOV 2 3 i973 

Dear Sir, It has ~ust been broug~t to my attention that 
although the ESFW recognizes that MNunivak National Nildlife 
Refuge possesfles many wildernes~ qualities" , ESFW says that 
~ of therefuge should · be design[, ted as ~Hlderness! 
Why? ' 
The reindeer enterprise? But such an enterprise is not in
compatible with rtilder·ness, with ···the imprint of man's work 
substantially unnoticeable''. 
Native land selections? But with a total acreage on the 
Refugeof about 3,600,000 acres the NRtives are to choose 
their village and ; ari additional 69,000 acres. ••hy cannot 
the remaining 3,530,000 acros be Wild e rness? It would seem 
that ~ilderness would reinforce the ability of the local 
Eskimos to continue in their chosen way of l i fe, which of 
course depends upon Nunivak's wildlife resources. 
Native~ use of snowmachi~es for flUbsistence ourooses? 
This is a prior exi s tin g right under the 1tildernessAct. · 1 

I see no conflict 1f limited to N~tives' use for this purpose. 
Alaska Highway Dept. possibly circling the island with a road? 

YYhy, that is th e verv reason for declaring the sre q a rtlld erness! 
The Bureau's statement that ~Gurrent management is directed 
primarilv at protectin~ the ecological integrity of the natural 
environm8nt etc " is the reason FOR v"lilderness prot ection. 
The prot 8ction of nat1;ral values is not achieved by highways. 
Conflicts with milit 8 rv 1 s entitlement to use the refuge Y 
Cur1·ent value s dictste a chang e in t n is errE>n g e me nt. :ii ative 
citizen~' welfare, protection of endangered species of wildlife, 
salmon ~pawnin g stre 5ms, the in~ernsti ona l signific£nce of 
th e seabird rooke ries, archeological e vid enc e~~ t s ke precnd e nce. 
For othe r sites can certainly be found in huge Alaska for 
mil i t a ry need s • 

I strongly urge that ell of Nunivak National ~ildlife Refuge 
be plac e d in the vvilderness System except; fo.t· lands to be 
selected by the ~at1ves unde~ ~he Netive Claims Act---which 
means e Nilderness of about 3,500,000 acres. 

Sincerely, 

~i$~J 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Ak. 99501 

Sir: 

Please include the following in the hearing record for the 
Nunivak Island Wilderness Hearing: 

I strongly disagree with the Bureau's conclusion that 
the Nunivak Island National Wildlife Refuge should not 
be recommended for inclusion in the Wilderness Preservation 
System. The technicalities cited by the Bureau regarding 
the use of snowmobiles, reindeer herding, future boundary 
problems etc. need not stand in the way of wilderness des
ignation. At a time when many of Alaska's natural resources 
are ~ing rapidly developed, it is critically important · 
to protect areas of exceptional wildlife concentration 
while the opportunity exists. 

During the Summer season of 1971 I had the chance to 
extensively explore the tundra/willow complex of the 
mountains and valleys near King Cove, Alaska, where 
snowmobile use is extensive. There was abxolutely no 
evidence of ecological damage due to use of the snowmobiles, 
and in view of the fact that the snowmobile is replacing the 
dog team as the prime mode of winter transportation throughout 
Alaska, its use can be designated as a prior existing 
right under the terms of the Wilderness Act. 

Similcirly, the herding of reindeer is not in violation of 
the spirit of the Wilderness Act, and need not be an obstacle 
to ~ilderness designation • 

I believe Nunivak is important and valuable enough to justify 
the best legislative protection we can give it, and clearly, 
inclusion in the National Wilderness System fulfills this 
need. Hence I stronfly urge that the Bureau recommend the 
Nuni vak National Wildlife Refuge for inclusion in the l~a tional 
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Wilderness System. ·Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Stein A. Buer 
3748 L8.guna fjay 
Sacramento, Ca. -95825 

'· 
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38~ ~. Marigold ~t. 
Al tE;.C.e~, Calif. SlOOl 
November 4th,l973 

Dear c;ir:- ,. . 
The V ildero.e~s ~ociety which, in time~ ·.Pa~t, has invariably. encouraged 

the appropris. te. action for pre~erving our Wllcler~e~~ area~ and Wildlife, has . 
now written to u~ i'egart!ing the Nunivak Island 'iilderne'!ls area. I Bli1 writing .. j .. 
to you, not just .. becau~e they a~ked me to · do. ~o. but because I believe in the 
pre~ervation of wildernects area~ wherever ·pO!!Ciible.· I always ~peak Up in .favor 
.of the;,.e areas, where they have been carefUlly . tl:ou.;ht out and· planned. Nunivalc 
luand certainly .eomes und.er that catee;ory. A friend teachi~ in Ala~ka,a.t pres-· 
ent located in Kobuk, keen~ u~ informed. re~rcin~; tl:e· real need of pre~erving 
all that 've can in that state. !ve~here 1~ the need,but the pre~ervatio~ in 
Ala~ka h pre"'!ently erucial,beeau!l!e it .hacr ~o many poct~ibilitieq for busine!!!s 

· e.nterpri~es.!Tunivak · !~land _i!!: a · rele.tively ea~y matter .to save • 

. !f I quote from their review, it · i~ becP...u~e I b~lieve!'1na a.m acquainted 
with the general dtua.tion ... · "~ome 3.5 million acre~ of Nunivak :Refuge be clasd-
:fied as vUderne!'s. 11It h ah.ar~ hland:this eau be done • . · · . · 

. · . · · · .· ~Wit will . al~o en!t'ure that Nunivek's citizens can mn-. 
tiri.ue their ~Ub~htence Way of .lifetl_._ JU<!t for a change,we caD. be feir. to . the 

. natives • 

. ·a . •'l'be refu~?;e 1 tt s~ebird roo~eries ~ber B.mong . th¢.·. 
W ·· vo-rl:tl:~ lar~!'t· , eonta:ici'~ inilli<>n!l 11 ,etc. · --•The . ~urvival of the~e birds-1m-. . 

portent components of . ~he ocean·ecb!lyetem-depetidt. On the .protection ·of their nest-
i~ eolonie~--Th:i.!'! l~ one Of the very few . opportunitie~ tO e~teblhh a Wilderne~s 
area ·in. Ala~ka coo.teining sal b•ater lagoon~ and e~tuaries. •: . · · · 

· 'l'he latter s·tatement. 1~ i:nportent •. . The .eri!;e~ arhe 
a.;ain end again on the east coa~t;Delavare i~ . an ·eX&mple of' pereeptive action-. 

. ii:Vith the ;-ef~-e kept io. a nE.tUrel state,few developments are needed aria 
no .habitat. inE.nipulation.ll 

I have studied birC.g here,he.ve ·e. feediru; statioo.,read bOok~ on world_. 
vide bird conditioo.s,and this Nunivak propo·~ai fits in. nicelr. 

. . . . 

· Tb.anki~ you for reading me through, 
Sincerely, 

~-e,~~Le_ · 
:Evelyn ::a .:Bull 

., . 

j 
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Regional Director 

November 7, 1973 

802 Irving Street 

Bell ir..gham, i',·ashington 

98225 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

813D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

In belief that the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge is 

a unique scenic and wildlife resource of national as well as 

international significance, I urge you to keep all of the 

Nunivak National Wildlife Regu6e in the Wilderness. System 

except for lands that may be selected by the natives under the 

Native Claims Act. · Please see that this letter becoffie part 

of the heartng record. 

cc. Senator 
Henry Jackson 

Sincerely, 

~..,._ !~ . . . . 
I ' / 'r . '.' .. 

':_A.. r' ' . 

Jarryl C. Bullington 
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6 November 1973 

Regional Director 

DALE E. BUSSE 
1.1648 S W MILITARY LA1oo"l: 

PORTLA.."'""D, OREGOX 97219 

Bureau of Sport fisheries and ~·iildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir; 

I formally request that the follo>'ling recommend
ations be entered in the official hearing record 
with resoect to the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge: -

1) The entire refuge, exce?ting lands to be sel
ected by the Natives under the l:~ati ve Claims Act, 
should be placed in the ~ilderness System. This 
includes all tidal and submerged lands, co:unrising 
a total acreage of aP :J rox.LlJate ly j . 5 million. 

2) As the use of snov-r.-:~o biles for subsistence Dur
poses is a prior existing rir~ht ~ermitted unde r the 
Wilderness Act, no conflict exists. The best way 
to assure that the Natives ca n co!~inue their s ub
sis tence wav of life is to place Ntinivak Wildlife 
Refuge in the ~ildernes3 System. 

3} The Refu;;e 1 s sce:-:ic and wil dlife r esources are 
of such nat ional a nd i !<ternational significan ce a s . 
to nreclude an:•· conside ration of forfeiture by t !1e 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries a nd '}ildlife. Retention 
of its place within ~he I-~ational ',/ildlife nefup.:e 
System is essential. 

Thank you for J our conside ration in these r:1atters . 

Yours trul~r , 

Dale Bu sse 

cc: Sen. l-~rk Hatfield 
Sen. Robt. Packwood 
Rep. ·;:endell ~iyatt 
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BOX 97 SITKA, ALASKA 99835 • TELEPHONE AREA 907 • 747-3584 

c r 1 v ~· , . 

. .. . .. · 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska area Office 
813 D Street 
AI}chorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 19, 1973 

It is my belief that the Bureau's objections to putting the Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System are strained and 
flimsy. Using the potential road system around the island, which the 
monomaniacal highway department would like to build, as a reason 
for excluding the Refuge from the Wilderness, is twisting logic to the 
point of mendacity. 

I have not set foot on Nunivak, but I have spent! six months in Bering 
Sea, have some knowledge of the country and the people, a:nd have 
friends that have lived there for some years. It is my conviction that 
for the good of the native people who live there, and for the preservation 
of a national asset, the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge should, except for lands 
to be selected by the natives under the Native Claims Act, be placed in 
the Wilderness System. 

Please place thi>s letter in the hearing record.-

Sincerely, 

c __ , _7 

( r~-~ 

t. · Jack Calvin 
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Regional Director 

~ECEIVE=> 
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Office of the Area Director 
Anchorage, A!~ka 

Bureau of S_:;:Jort Fisheries & ~lildlife 
Ala5Y~ Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, AlasY~ 99501 

Dear Sir, 

by 

Marilyn Campbell 
Chief Xaturalist 
Forest Glen Presen·e 
RRI Wesl\·ille, Ill. 61883 

I vrould like to urge that your bureau include all of the Nuni vak 

National Hildlife Refuge in the Hilderness System. 

The natives there de~end on the reindeer herd and the use of nodern 

snmmobiles, but this should not and does not detract froo the land as a 

potential uilderness area. '.h thout Hilderness protection, land s uecula tors 

and develo::::ers \!ill eventually move in and the native Hay of life will be 

drastically altered. 

Cert2.inly \·lith the Alaskan pipeline no\'J ready to bring det;ra dation to 

mainland Alaska , this isl2.nd refuge demands more protection than ever! . 

Let us l~eep our \·:ilderness areas for future Anericc:.ns. I urge you to 

mke the Ntt.."livak re f uge a designa ted 1-lild.erness area. 

EC:~ 
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!:" · - ~ :::J cf !:;J:rt fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE.;. 

. , 2,.., '9-3 ~-. '_: 1/ ,) I I 

Office of the Area Directot· 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Regional Director 
Bure au of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Ankorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs: 

R. R. 3, Box 189 
Alexandria, Indiana 46001 
November 16, 1973 

and Wildlife 

It seems to me that if we fail to maintain the 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge in its present wilderness 
state, we will perhaps see it decline in value as a home 
for the Eskimo and the animals which share the area with 
him. 

I~ therefore, ask that this area continue as a part of 
our National Wildlife Refuge System and that, except for 
the lands to be selected by the Natives under the Native 
Claims Act, it be placed in the Wilderness System. 

Please make my request a part of the offical hearing. 

Sincerely, 

lr a<- it. ;: G.~ n-~ 7"/_ 
Paul E. Carmony 
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lctte~ included 1~ the hearing 



l e 

..;-

Ri;CEiVED 

NP\: ti 1973 
-· 

Oh~c.e c. ; ihe .".rca \:flr~dcr 

A:t:f:cro:)~, ~<~c ·oi(a 

R~gional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Hild Life 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Sir: 

1863 Webster Ave. 
Los Angeles, California 90026 
November 2, 1973 

I know the Nunivak Refuge well. I urge that it be placed forthwith in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. Look to the large part of the 
United Stat~s to ~ee what Alaska i~ headed for in ao time. You have already 
gone too far·.,·i' ."!. your be~utiful are.:. of the country. For the sake of the 
people and the wildlife that live in t he Nunivak area, as well as for the 
sake of the world at large--- it has gotten that bad!--- place the area . 
ill the - Wilderness System. 

Please include this letter in the hearing record. 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 15, 1973 
72 Monterey Lane 
Sierra Madre, California 

I am concerned about the status of conservation in Alaska. I 
agree with Alaska conservationists and recommend that: 

"All of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilder
ness System, except for lands to be selected by the Natives under the 
Native Claims Act. The total acreage conservationists are recommending 
is approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

Use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior existing 
right permitted under the Wilderness Act. The best way to assure that 
the Natives can continue their subsistence way of life is to place 
Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic and wild
life resources of both national and international significance should 
be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not relinquished by 
th-~ Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife." 

cc: John H. Rousselot 
Alan Cranston 

. L_j 



Regional Director 

•, H, .. •• • 0 

121 s. Hancock St. 
#7B 

. , Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
November 18, 1973 

.. -' '·.. .. - .... 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing in support of the inclusion of the Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. From descriptions I have read of the islands of the Nunivak 
refuge, this area appears eminently suited for wilderness status. 

I feel that the islands' scenic beauty and unique, diverse wild
life must be protected from unnecessary encroachment and disturbance 
and that the subsistence hunting, ·herding, fishing way of life of the 
Nunivak islanders must not be disrupted. These ends can best be ac
complished by giving wilderness status to the whole area except for 
lands which the Nunivak natives have the right to select under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

I disagree strongly with the conclusion of the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife that no part of the Nunivak refuge should be 
considered for wilderness designation. In my opinion, the arguments 
offered by the Bureau are not conyincing. First of all, the use of 
snowmobiles by the Nunivak natives is a prior right which could be 
permitted to continue under the Wilderness Act. 

Secondly, reindeer herding practiced by the residents of Nunivak, 
as I understand it, has not altered or disturbed the land and provides 
an important protein source for the Nunivak islanders ~d their neigh
bors. Thirdly, the natives' right to choose lands under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act does not conflict with the provisions 
of the National Wilderness Act since the natives could select their 
lands before the boundaries of the wilderness area are determined. 

Fourthly, the Alaska Highway Department's claim that a road en
circling Nunivak Island is a foreseeable need, is inconsistent with 
the Bureau's own statement that its management program seeks to pro
tect the integrity of the natural environment. What use is a road 
around the island when the natives use snowmobiles, and the island 
is so inaccessible to outsiders? 

Fifthly, the Bureau's assertion that the military's right to use 
the refuge conflicts with possible wilderness designation seems to me 
to be invalid grounds for excluding Nunivak from the wilderness preser
vation system. I understand that at present the only use by the mili
tary is a Coast Guard lighthouse. Therefore, the order establishing 
the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge should reflect current useage by the mili-
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tary and not some vague future possibility. Finally, the Bureau's 
argument that imprecise boundaries would interfere with the estab
lishment of a wilderness area seems irrelevant since it would not 
appear to be too difficult a task to re-define the refuge boundaries 
more clearly. 

The Bureau should under no circumstances relinquish the Nuni vak 
refuge. I believe that its continuing preservation as a wildlife re
fuge would be assured by giving it wilderness status. 

Consequently, I favor the recommendations of conservationists who 
urge the incorporation into the wilderness system of some 3.5 million 
acres of the Nunivak refuge including tidal and submerged lands. 
Please include this letter in your hearing record. Thank you. 

cc. 

Sincerely, 

~()t( (, (P~ 
Susan E. Caswell 

Senator Gaylord Nelson 
Senator William Proxmire 

Congressman Robert Kastenmeier 
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5101 Kemrood Drive 
Annandale, Va. 
Nov. 12, 1973 

RegionaL Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska £rea Office 
Anchorage, Alasl(a 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing on behalf of the Hunivak Island Wilderness 
case. As a former resident of Alaska and vdth a 
keen sense of responsibility for preserving as 
much as possible of our remaining wilderness areas, 
I urgently request that as much as possible of 
the Nunivak Hildlife Refuge be placed under the 
Wilderness system. This would, of course, exclude 
lands to be selected by Natives under the native 
Claims Act. According to the best estinates of 
conservationists, the area of concern is approximately 
3.5 million acres. 

I am not convinced that the use of sno'l'nnobiles by 
natives for subsistence purposes should be considered 
as inconsistent with the 'dilderness J...rea designation. 
These illipler.:cnts of civiliza tion(?) are bound to 
have some i npact on the area ecology, as in the case 
of firearns , aircraft, motor boa ts, radio and other 
equipcent adopted by the natives. It seems to me 
that we have a most unique opportunity to protect 
an unusual a'1 d va lua ble nationa l res ource by p l a cing 
Nunivak under the protection of the Wilderness 
Syster:1, thereby minimizing outside encroac!>....z:::ent. 

Sincerely yours, 
~-

• • . .1' 

. ' 

r 
;- .. . ;.....__ 
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R f C E t • f. 405-G Ridge Road 
North Arlington, New Jersey 07032 
November 20, 1973 

O tt iCb c t th -:: ,l ..... ~~ J 2·1r·.·;;;::;r 

And: ·~ r ~ ~.; ~ .!.:._; •. ·: ;., ~ 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Director: 

I would like to take this opportunity to join with Alaska 
conservationi sts in recommending that: 

All of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the 
Wilderness Preservation System, except for lands to be 
selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The 
total acreage recommended to be placed in the Wilderness 
System is approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

The Natives can best be assured that they can continue their 
subsistence way of life by placing Nunivak Wildlife Refuge 
in the Wilderness Preservation System. The use of snow
mobiles should be limited for subsistence purposes only. 

This Refuge has marvelous scenic and wildlife resources, of 
both national and international significance, and should be 
kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not 
relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Please include my statement in the Official Hearing Record and 
acknowledge same. 

Thank you very much for your attention to my request and every 
good wish td you in your efforts for the better conservation and/or 
restoration of our Land, Water, Air, and Precious Wildlife. 

Faithfully yours, 

(Mrs. Henry) Josephine Erickson Ciak 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
81) D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs 

29 Douglas Ave. 
Staten Island, NY 10310 
November 8, 1973 

and Wildlife 

Subject: Nunivak Island Wilderness 

Please place this letter into the hearing record. 

I favor placing all of Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge, except a few square miles claimed by natives, 
into the Wilderness System. 

I don't believe the use of snowmobiles by the natives 
will be a problem that will hinder this. 

The idea that a road must be built around the island 
sounds baseless. 

cca Senator Javits 
Senator Buckley 
Coi\gressman Murphy 

Yours truly, 

k4...~ c(;, .- . <l. 
Dan Clancy "-t.j J v 



Regional Director, 
Bureau of Sports ~lsheries and Wildlife 
Alaska P~ea Office, 
813 D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear sir: 

Novo 1 4, 1 973 

RECEIVE:J 

,. .. 1 .- -
,\· 

1 
•• j ._ • : 1"-t?':l 

., . . ld. J 

~ 
~) 

I am writing to you regarding the coming hearings on the Nunivak 
National Wildlife :Refuge, and I would like to request th'lt this letter 
be placed in the he~ring record. I believe that all of the land in 
the refuge should be placed in the \'iilderness System, as that Will 
be the best way to preserve its natural character and still assure 
that the Natives can continue their subsistence way or life. 0!' 
course these lands should exclude those that the Natives select under 
the Native Claims Act. In this regard, th-~ use or snowmobiles, which 
might be de-jmed contrary to activity within a ·~·lilderness, should be 
allowed as a prior right. 

Alaskan con~ervationists have recommended that 3,500,000 acres 
be protected in this ma~~er. Wildlife values of the Refuge are of' 
national and international signific:1nce. It contains one of the 
world's largest seabird rookeries, and there are saltwater lagoons 
and estuaries, now becoming a rarity on our coastlines. Nunivak has 
a herd of about 500 muskox, imported !rom Gre-::nland in 1935, and the 
Natives have a herd of '4000 reindeer. l·!arine mammals, including 
!our types of seal, one of which is rare, and 12 species of whale, 
two of which are rare and another two considered endangered,. inhabit 
the waters and shoreline or the Refuge. 

The building or a highvTay around Nunivak Island, which is 
projected by the Sta~e or Alaska, is not compatible with the wilderness 
charact~ristics inher-2nt in the area, which demand protection rather 
than disturbance. Certainly the projected building or this road should 
not impair granting the area Wilderness status: the area is already 
a de facto wilderness and therefore should be kept that way. The road 
is an unjustifiable and unne~essary additione 

I! the area of the Refuge is to keep ~ts wilderness characteristic 
and if the Natives are not to have their way or life disrupted, then 
a Wilderness classification for the area is the best solution. 

s72·nc ely, 

~ .. -~[) /) n --- ~ 
Dennis B. Cochran 
2702 Drake Ave., 
Costa Hesa, Cal. 92626 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir; 

517 S. E. Third 
Pendleton, Oregon 97801 
November 12, 1973 

and Wildlife 

RE: Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 

Please add our letter to the official hearing record on your 
Nunivak Wilderness Study. 

It is our desire to see at least 3. 5 million acres of this 
refuge added to our National Wilderness Pre servatinn System! 
The reasons the Bureau gave for not including the refuge in 
Wilderness are pathetic. We especially object to excuses for 
building a highway and military usel 

The present demands of our Administration to consume 
natura.! resources, complete with ideas of abolishing National 
Wildlife Refuges,is sincerely disapproved by all people who 
are interested in the welfa re and continuing existe nce of our 
wildlife. 

The Bureau has the opportunity to protect its wildlife 
habitat with the congressional designation of Wilderness. It 
is becoming a nec e ssity and Nunivak is proof. The natives 
should be allowed to continue subsistence living and the s n ow
mobiles should be allowed as prior existing rights. The high
way is not compatible with your job of maintaining muskox and 
reindeer and other wildlife; Wilderness designation would help 
prevent such deterrioration of the Refuge. 

Sincerely, 

7T~, / ) ?;2,, -jf,,{ 
Mr. and Mrs. G e ne R. Cripe 

J 



Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

November 13, 1973 

Dear Sir: Re: 1~nivak Island 

I should like to go on record as being in favor of wilderness status for 
all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge (with exception of the ngtive 
village and lands which they will select). 

I believe this is in the best interests of the ngtives - ~~o need de facto 
wilderness in order to continue their traditional way of life - and of Americans 
as a whole, who need to preserve some few reGaining pristine areas against 
the onslaught of "progress" (i.e., the extermination of any species net 
immediately "useful 11 to man on a sqort-terw basis). This is not merely a 
spiritual need felt by a handful of advocates, but may well be a survival 
need - an invaluable resource - in the near future. 

Nunivak Island with its rich bird and marine populations should be afforded 
the protection of the Wilderness Act. 

Please place my letter in the hearing record. 

Very truly ycurs, 

~ .- . . ... _, n: i : ... ·>.~ .. _ 
I • • • • • ' ' ~ '•,• 

Dean:1a Cri3Din 
216 ;;. :.J. 7th 3t. 
Pendleton, Qregc:::~ 97801. 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
81) D. Street 
4nchorage, Alaska 99501 

71 Ross Circle 
Oaklar.d, Ca.,94618 
r;ov. 8, 197) 

1"U:IT V AK IS L. .. ;.I~D 

Dear Sir: 

I ;.rish to reco::::mend very strongly tr.at all of :;':univak 
lt'ational Wildlife He:u.;e b-; placed in t . e Wilderr::ess 
Syste!I! except t :,e lends to be selected by tte lia.:.ives 
unci.er t he l~a.tive Claims Act, this bein~ approxi!:::ate ly 
),500,000 acres. 

This unique Wilderr.ess Ref'u~e ;.1ith its tremendous 
scenic and wildlife resources of nat i ona l and inter
national sign:ficance ::nust be put in the \'lilderr.ess 
System. 

Please include this letter in tte heariD6 record. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
.·-\ 

... -- ~ ----· 

·; -J~ ~···r·- .!.'~ 
-··r f ( ' - • ~- , . ,_ -- ' · ~- '.-A-.·--!--:-;-. 

Be:.ty R. Cum=ings 

. .-/'/ 



i{ij~ 1 4 '?.7'3 
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~-, P.:ea Dir,3~' ·: 

("/:c.~~~~-~,:...;<:.;..·~:<~ 

Regional Director 

Cmil of. eu,cio, :JJ.:JJ.S. 
-Anthon'/ L Curcio, '2:>. :JJ.S. 
Ra~h L Curdo, :JJ. :lJ.S. 

2925 AVENUE .. S .. 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11229 

375-6684 

375-6685 

.Bureau of Sport Fisheries Slid Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

10 Nov73 

We believe that all of Nuniak National 'i·Tildlife Refuge Should be placed 
in the Wilderness System , except f9r lands to be selected by the Natives 
under the Native Claims Act. 

Use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior existing right 
permitted under the ;nlderness .Act. The best way to assure that the 
Natives can continue their subsistence way of life is to place Runivak 
Wildlife.Refuge in the Wilderness System. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic and wildlife 
resources of both national and international significance should be 
kept in the National i'lildlife Refuge System and not relinquished by 
the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Flease place this letter in the hearing record. 

Sincerely, ,, 
~ v -""" . ,-

\_ "-.Y"-.... !. ~ '-._. ,.,.,__.,._ .. 

Emil L. CUrcio ,D.D.s • 

. Ant~~~f~~w&~~.ci.~.)s. 

Ralph E. Curcio,D.D.s. 



Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

and Wildlife 

10527 Montrose Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

15 November, 1973 

As a conservationist concerned with the placement of land in the Wilderness 
System, I am appalled that you are planning to deny protection to the Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge. I feel that you should reconsider your proposal that 
no part of this refuge be placed in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
I urge you to classify the approximately 3.5 million acres Alaskan conservationists 
have suggested, ai wilderness. 

It appears that your arguments for denying wilderness protection are completely 
indefensible and are calculated to allow future exploitation of this area by 
some non-indigenous population. ExplQitation of this area in its crassest form 
would ruin forever a relatively untouched oasis in a sea of asphalt that the 
world is becoming. 

The reason for your conclusion appears to be conflicts with: 1) the use of 
snowmachines by Native residents for subsistence purposes 2) the reindeer 
enterprise of the natives; 3) pending Native land selections under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act; 4) imprecise refuge boundaries; 5) a potential 
road corridor around the entire island; and, 6) the military's entitlement to 
use the refuge. 

The use of snowmobiles in no way endangers the essentially wild state of 3.5 
million acres. The native population would be hard put to destroy an area. this 
size--even if all 250 of them use a snowmobile. This excuse is precisely that. 
It is comparable to saying that the use of motorbikes deprives the forest areas 
of the East totally of their natural state. Nothing could be farther -from the 
truth. Anyone who would be foolish enough to attempt their use over such a 
wide ranging area doesn't have much use for his own safety or, for that matter, 
life. The use of snowmobiles is necessary to enable residents to continue 
living a subsistence level. To deny them this would be depriving them of their 
right to live as individuals in a cluture of their own choosing. 

The reindeer herding still leaves Nunivak Refuge in a substantially "untrammeled" 
condition " .•• affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of 
man's work substantially unnoticeable." The reindeer herding enterprise not only 
provides an important source of protein to the residents of the adjacent Yukon 
Delta, but also contributes importantly to the subsistence needs of Nunivak's 
citizens. 

Pending Native land selections under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and 
their possible incompatible use is another reason given by the Bureau for its 
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Page 2 15 November, 1973 
Regional Director . r 2 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

decision against wilderness designation. As stated above, conservationists are 
recommending that all the refuge lands except the village of Mekoryuk and those 
areas to be selected by the Natives be included in wilderness. 

,.. 
I 

An imprecise refuge boundary is another of the ·reasons cited. Perhaps a new, . 
clearly ·defined refuge boundary should _be drawn, but the present boundary need 
not .deter wilderness designation for Nunivak. It would appear that this is the 
most frivilous of excuses. A survey is an easily accomplished task. This fs 
an example 'of the Bureau's attempting to fi~d excuses for denying Wilderness 
designation and is so totally without . merit ' it shouldn't even be considered~ ·. 

The .Alaska State Highway ·Department apparently forsees a possible future need . 
' to build-a road around the entire island of Nunivak. This is not compatible with 
the _Bureau's own statement that "Current management is directed primarily at 
protecting the ecological .integrity of the natural enviornment. This is a pre-

... requisite to 'maintaining populations of muskox and .reindeer at levels of maximum 
sustained yield, protecting habitats of seabirds and other .native wildlife and 
providing opportunities for subsistence and recreational hunting and ·fishing in 
accordance with applicable state ·and federal regulations." The Alaska State 
Highway Department's projected possible road around ·Nunivak Island argues strongly 
for the need ·for wilderness protection under the Wilderness Act. It is not, as 
the Bureau states in its conclusions, a reason for not designating the refuge as 
a wilderness area. Such -a proposal .exemplifies .the destruction of- natural values 
that can occur H the refuge is not protected ~nder the ·.wilderness Act • . 

The Bureau lists conflicts with the military '.s entitlement to use . the refuge as 
another · reason for its non-wilderness r ·ecommendation. The .Execut-ive Order estab
lishing Nunivak Refuge provided that " ••• this reservation shall not interfere 
with the use of the isalnd for . lighthouse, military, or naval purposes ••• " To 
date the only s 'uch use · has been a Coast · Guard-ma'intained marine beacon on Cape 
Mohican. This is not a valid reason to .deny wilderness .protection .to . Nunivak. 
Instead, the Orde~ should be changed to reflect current v~luei. · 

I believe very strongly that Nunivak should be designated as a wilderness area. 
Unfortunately, there is precious little land left in the contiguous 48 states 
that can be preserved in its essentially wild nature. If we are to leave anything 
on Earth to our children, we should preserve as many remaining wilderness areas 
as possible so that we have a "zoo" to show them what it ~as like before the 
asphalt sea engulfed the land. · 

Sincerely, 

(\.4 
\)N"\U-:? 

mas Curtis 

WTC:gr 

cc: Senator Charles McC. Mathias tt 
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Rollin F. dal Piaz P.O. Box 93, Arcata, California 

29 October 1973 
I 

Subject: NDNIVAK National Wildlife Refue:e 

Loren EW. Croxton 
. Acting Area Director 

Alaska Area Office 
United States Bureau of Sport Fisheries a...'ld Wildlife
Fish and Wildlife Service, Wilderness Studies 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. CroxtoA: 

I have read the Wilderness Study Summary prepared by BSYd 
Wilderness study personnel and have had the opportQ~ity to 
read what co~m.ent has appeared in the Anchorage Daily News 
concerning your s~ary. 

In the past, through Kenai National l•loose Range, Izembeck, 
and Senedi and Arctic National \<lildlife hearings it has been 
apleasure for Ee to support the reco~endations of your 
wilderness study ~id the resulting proposals for wilderness 
classification. I ~ sincerely disappointed your tean could 
not have forr1ed an approach that could have allowed at least 
sone for this unique island refuge to be reco:.:J;.ended as wild
erness. 

Unfvrtunately, since I am currently in ~Califvrnia pursuing 
advanced college studies, I am not inf..:-rmed as tv the reason 
for a decision at the Alaska Area level, not to reco~~end a 
portion of the Nunivak Refuge to the Inter:or Depart:;:ent for 
further considera t.1.on. It se:::-_s to r:e that th~ currer1 t nat~ ve 
land uses such as sno;,.r;::;.obile transportation coL:ld be viewed 
a~ established X~ use, nat~ve snowmojile l~~d use ti~e and 
space use, be analyzed, and appropriate, creative zoning be 
established to eliminate this conflict. I believe that the 
natives of this island would vrelco::.:.e protection of edge --.reas 
and offshore rocks ~~d subGerged lands as 1filderness; if they 
were properly approached and clearly shown that wilderness 
can help thea in reaching their land use goals now and in sain
taining their t~t~~ future lifestyle options once their Land 
Cl~as $tiilt Settlement selections are ~ade. 

The Bureau's study deaonstrates Nunivak Re~uge contains re
sources deserving wilderness consideration. I request that 
the conclusions seution of the report be rewritten in a more 
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creative way, with conclusions that follow froa the text 
of the study. 

In absence~ of personal knO\vledge on ~y part of alternatives, 
the article "No \'lilderness Proposed for Nuni vak Isla..J.d 11 by 
Jack Hession in the Northern Light, Tu~sday, October 9, 1973, 
see~s to ae to present alternatives for action by your 
Buteau. 

I ·feel you could have done better with the Conclusions. I 
think it is far better to propose wilderness for deserving 

· areas than to dodge the issue. fhe Bureau has shown creative 
courage in t~is regard in the past. Now is not the . ti~e to 
fatlter ••• the sands, shores, birds ~~d wildlife and residents 
of Nunivak Island deserve better than the no wilderness con
clusion you have settled upon. 

I 
At ar.s.ini:tuz, the offshore rocks, sub:1erged lands a..11d bird 
rookeries deserve wild ~rness prutection to insure a Nunivak 
representation in coastal Alaska wilderness refuge syste~s, 
when Congress considers wilderness for Alask~. Absence of 
a wilderness proposal on this conspicuous island could prove 
a real h~~dicap in asking Congress to approve a coastal wild
erness syste:J. for Alasxa. Send your '.'lilderness Study TeaJ;t 
ba~~ to the isatnd to talk to the people and back to the draw
ing boards for ~ore realistic conclusions. 

Write if you need support for f~~ds to achieve above goal; I 
would be happy to support your budget request! 

Respectfully yours, 
-· / / . 

' I . ·:_.. . . t 1 

Rollin F. dal Piaz 
Grad. Student, !-farine Ecology 
Hunboldt State University, 
Califurnia 



Bureau of ~;:;c;r t r i:.!leri:;s a< v;, :._;::!e 
RECI:IVE,; 

r~ 'J'/ 1 0 197J 
Office Cl tf".r:· A.i eO 0::-e~or 

Ar.c.J:crc;e-, .A!::_,;l-o 

~ovember 12, 1973 

Regionaf~ Director 
Bureau of Sport Fis~ eries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

De?.r Sir: 

I urge that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be 

placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected 

by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

Please place this letter in the hearing record. 

Thanking you I am 

!JV)rv );G~~\; 
J::~t aul Dart · 
104 w. Calle Cresp is, Apt. 5 
San r a 0 arbara, Californ ia 
93105 

L 
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Regi onal Director 

j 

9 Amy Place 
White Plains, N.Y. lo605 
November 5, 197? 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \'lildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I believe that the entire Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge, except for those lands to be selected by the Eskimos 
under the Native Claims Act, should be placed in the Wilder
ness System. rrumivak Island with its off-shore islands and 
rocks is a uniquely beautiful and unspoiled wilderness. Ita 
future and the future of the native population will be in 
jeopardy outside of the Wilderness System. 

I request that my views become a part of the record 
of the hearings to be held by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife. 

Yours truly, 

4-kJ: 0aPz;~~ 
Richafd Davenport 

... 
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J~ogen E. Davis .. 

22 Mohawk Drive 

·Easton, Connecti~ut. 06612 

r '- . - . N ·ovember 11, · 1·973 
. - f 

·united ' States Department 
-of the Interior .... ; 

and r,[ildlife 
Fish · and Wildlife Sertice 
Bureau of Sport, Fisheries 
Alaska -Area Office 
813 D Street . . 

Bureav of Spcrt Flshe(l" ond wlldlife 
. It ~ t E 1 _v e ~ · _ 

· Ancho;rage , Alaska .99501 
:·, 

Attention: Mr. · Loren W. Croxton 
Acting Area Director 

Dear Sir: 

Offic5 oF the ). ·e.:i !if rector 
Ar;dlcrc~~- . r:.: .~ 

I am writing ~o you today in behalf of 
the :NUN IV AK National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, 
and would kindly ask you to enclose my letter in 
the official h~aring records~ 

·As . a member of a growing number .of aware 
. persons, and wildlife and wilderness defender I . · 

. . ·. "' 
. would _like to exp_ress my view that it .would be of 
· benefit to the ,nation, and to . our · ecological . · · _. 
balance to -preserve the breeding grounds -for native 

. . 

bi.rds, wild game and fur bearing animal -in it 1 s 
natural state. ·To · protect the _ ecological integrity 
of the natural environment, . and to protect the . 
habitats of seabirds and other native wild~ife . . The · 

.. 
·. Ecosystem of that area should remain untouched;· and 

snowmobiles should not be allowed ·in the -establi'shed 
wilderness areas. Also the manner i n which ···Native 
Claims land" is going to be managed, should not be in 

. . 

conflict with the objectives .of the refuge. -Neither· 
. should there be the military's entitlement to the · 
use of the ref uge. 

Nunivak National 'tlildlife Refuge should be in..;. 
eluded in the National Wilderness .Preservation system 
as a wildlife refuge1 and maintain it's natural character 
and state as such. 



-· 

We should. all- hold on to these few remaining areas 
of great natural .beauty •. Once they are gorie there is 

way of return. Too many are the asphalt jungles _and no 
over-commercfalized areas in our nation, already. We . . . . 
need the balance ·Of nature -and ·the eco-system for the 
nations mental health. 

.. . · .. · ... 

~ -

.r-

. . 

I. 

- Sii:lcerely yo~, _- . 
, j {U ~ f ea... .j_)__rtl/.,LVO 

-. · _('~1r~ Imogen Davis · 

.. 

r .;. 

I • T ._. 

- --· 

-,. 

.I , 

r. -
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Nunivak Island Wilderness 

e .Alaska 
The Wilderness Socie"Gy, .L'hurman ·.rrospe:r, President 

1901 Penn. Aae. N.W. ~·;asning"Gon, D.C. 20005 

Stewart ltl.Brandborg, L.x.:;cutive Director. 
.. 

; ~· .. ! ~ ;;;:;r! r·;.!wr:..s Ol'\d W :l,j,'Ja 

~ECEiVE .... 

r~ov 2 3 i9l3 
Dear hlr. Brandborg: Office of •he ~rea DirectPr 

Anchorage. Alc~k.o 

I was so glad to get your sheet of nota"Gions re-N1.J~UV .t..K 

I got a letter from the Wilderness System, or whatever 
\ ' . . r ~ .. :....- ....... ~~ ~; .! .... -. ' ,. - . 

the Government of the U.s • . in called/and \\TOte them. It VIas difficult for 
/\ 

me to follow their reasoning which wouldl: seem destructive to Nunivak to say 
. r· " , 

"Ghe least, so aiJl very glad to get your letter. ('l'o say the least ;."the Bureau 
... - . . . ;. :: . , . ./ i \ . .-.. . ..... . ! -. , . r . '--
~ .... '!\.&~ (J: 1.-V .. - '-_........ ... . ._ V f 1,/l..C:......c., ~ · '-· "A !./;-.._· , _,; .}......_ _: - ~ )~ ·2 \r~ -i -;_- . ~ "r 

of sport fisheries and wild life. 'i'he unspoiled wilderness .seems too -good· ' 
I 

I 

to be true ,and if we are worth our salt we should fight to the finish to 
; 

preserve it. :iie..::e is a chance to save something unique and wonderful and we 

4ltus~ not fail "GO come out lOOjo in saving the whole thing,fhere are apparently 

over 3 million acres a"G atake and we will never have a.IlO"Gher opportuni"Gy 

on so great a scale to save for nature, the natives, and our o~n self respect 

if ~e do not do this. 

To give up the various millions which some people seem 

at loggerheads to f _orego, is what it comes down to, and the y will continue 

to f'ight fori~ which seems to them the only thing in the whole of God's 

heaven- so they will fight t 

It is all magnifficent country, a veritable h len and a 

great scientd..fiic one as well - the variety of wild life, birds, creatures, 

to say nothing of "Ghe SJJ..1-:0N and the E.skimos. "One of the few oppor"Gli.nities 

to establish salt water lagoons fu"ld estuaries". 

Nunivak belongs to the-.. Ind.i8.ns and they have taken such 
~ ,~- ,, 

good care ol all ani.LJ.als , wi"Gh v·:hich ,.,come in contact, "Ghat fools only rush in 

wher e angE-ls f ear t o tr8 ad • '' 
I speak plainly because "Ghere U.Xz. [:,;; ~- • 

to speak at all. 
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6 other "Ghan to give mankind, at this point in the history of the 

... t large, exactly what they ask for which will give posteri t:,· a 
.I 

stilj_ 
.~ful,impossible situation , with little to show of the/great Kingdom 

.. -..lA'ere.:_lucky enough to inherit. 'l'his is our charge t By all me.sns 

.Let us maintain __ Nunivak in i te natural s-r;ate doing all we can to that end --

giving the Ne-r;ives ·what they ask for. rnis is only fair. ·rhink i'or a moment 
II 

I 

how lovely it must have been Before " We" began to tell the natives where 

"to get off". It seems to me quite dreadful to sail into a new and wonder-

ful Country and upset everyt.Uing as if we had a right to do it. By what 

right J "Let him take that has the power, and let him keep who can." I 

think it is right for •ius" to care for all tidal and submerged lands. If 

we cannot get any better deal for the Nunivak' s than all we can possibly 

achieve for -r;hem, let us continue to fight on their s~ide. I do not think 

a"lLoses Road" should be buillt viith t.he idea of so much togetherness, it 

e has been DOSG unpp:ifitable for us 8J.J.d would be a mass for them. ·rhe Bnow 

mobile hovvever, has been of gre-at use to the Native.'", and shoul\ continue. 

·J:.'he Reindeer herding still leaves Nunivak Refuge in fair condition 

and it is importan-r~ that the herding continue. Indeed all .defuge lands be 

included in Wilderness. ~he present boundries should not. be interferred 

with and should p.o1. preclude -~iildsrness. Indeed the Wilderness designation 
'1 1 • .;._ ...,__ .L 

is a great. protection whereever it is, and our lands which are among the 

\mrlds glories are better served by this designati.Jn. Again may I speak 
\ ', \ 1 ~ i ' .. ' -... ".-'' 

out for NO ROhD AROill{D NIVAK. Look at the U.S.A. and see the dead ends, the 

shere destruction caused b~ misplaced roads to please our dear Rocky and his 

friend .Moses. 1'he 'Lhings donEO to "protect. ecological integrity" ·would not 

m6et approval with those who suffer from the wrongs done. \'ihy not give \iil-

derness a chance, a real chance here, w~_ich al~ne can save this rare spot. 

·ro use tnis island as a Coast Guard marine base a lighthouse, mil-

itary or naval purposes v:ould be absoluT-ely destructive, t.his nseds no def-

finition. any ordsr s~ould reflect current; values. We ~up~~rt l~~5~anana 
__.- 'lrunl· vak as is •. tne '-' '500..0 ,v __ ' .. ~~ -~~~n+ nn ~~vin~ ~ .. 
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aisrupt the Na'tive Vla';J of life which is best an.d far better 

could do for them • r.ro place them and assure them that the "liative !e 
! 

.1nue tneir subsistence way of life ,to place Nunivak \liilderness Refuge 
I 

.; Wilderness system. 

The tremendous resource bo~h scenic and wild life and facinateing 
.. 

people, treating them as such. llll of great significence should be pr~tected 

by the Natio.c.al 'it'i.;)..dlife Refuge in 'the Wilderness System. Anything else 

would result in misfortune . to --"our"- 'treasure. as one of' the greatest gifts 
I 

of "our continent'! Not handed over' 'the the "Sport fisheries and Wildlife" 
......,.,r "\ 

We ask that this letter be place d on file 

•. we look forward to the day when Congress 

in the hearing record 
\'J \'.:.;~ 

wili this area in the 
-'\ 

National \Hlderness Preservation System 

!.irs. W. Denby 
School La • 
LloJ·d Harbor 
Huntinbton, L.I.N.). 

11?43 

Sincerel~· , 
·' 

-· ' ~, • ~ '; · I '--1_ I 
, -- ....._~ -~ c,. r; / .. r 1..- I- ~ vC.Y !'" ...... \,.... v 

Laura lJenby 1 

,, 

.r'·L
J .-u . .:- -
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Gentlemen, 

i .. ., --- ------·~· ~·----~--~--~ 

HEARTWOOD 

KATONA H, NEW YORK 10536 

November 15 1973 

Re~ional Di~eetor, ATTENTIONI 

we · urg~ ·your effort toward . placing the 
Nunival Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness 

. ·system. And we mean, ALL OF IT. . 

( ,.. ·-

We suggest that the Natives, under the Native 
Claim~ Act, select lands which are ~xceptions. 

Wilderness a·reas · cannot be treesured too h.ij'lly, . 
nor gua~ded too closely~ 

May. we count ~n ~ou? 

Sincerely yours, 

Regional. Director 
Bureau of Sport .Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 '0 Street 
Anchorage Alaska 99501 

and . Wildlife · 

-
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Bureau ·ofSport Flsha(~ and \'l{.ldlif~ 
ftECEIVf" .,..-

-· 
N 0\/ u 1973 

OHice Of lht J".:eo Qircctor . 
. AncilctC;!~. ;.,:c.:~ 

Regional Director _ 

· 6910 Ardmore ·Drive NW · 
·Roanoke, . Va. 24019 
November 1, 1973 

:Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlite 
Alaska Area Of~ice 
813 n street 
Anchorage, _· Ale 99501 . . ·· 

-~ ·-- . · Dear · Sir : :-- _j 

·· This is to urge that all of Nuni vak National Wildiif e . .tiefuge 
(except _for native claims -lands) be placed in the Wilderness 

· . Sy-stem. I - want to .see the musk ·ox·· someday-, and the rookerie_s on 
the cliffs, and. to know' in the meantime, that the tundra and . 
offshoie 1eeding gro~nds are utterly protecte~ • . 

~ ·~ : _ _ : That the natives use snowmobiles ·and herd reindeer is just arid-_·· . 
~-:- ·of course. necessary. It in no way. detracts from the ep.orm.ous .. 

- wilderness value~ . of th~ island; .the use·.·_of -· snowin.obiles is in .· . · . 
. <fact a right permitted under the Wilderness .Act wherever ·prior _use 
., tor subsistence already- _ exists. -

Thank you for .your attentio·n.· . Oari. -you place . this letter in the 
-hearing · record? .. . _ _,.. 

_ ,_., ... , . -
· · . Sine erely-, 

--~-- ~;{~-

Mrs. Richard·· H • . w • . Dillard 

. ·~ . 

.... § A .• £ . 

·---·- ------ ~ ..... 



November 10, 1973 

Dear Sir: 
I wholly support the recom~endations of Alaskan conserva

tionists to place all of the Nuni vak :i.\a tional "dildlife :tefuge in the 
Wilderness Syster.u, except for lands to be selected by the Katives un
der the ~ative Claims Act. The total acreage conservationists are re
commend-ing is 3, 500, C>OO acres. 

Use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior ex
isting risht permitted under the 'dilderness Act. The best way to 
assure that the ~atives can continue their subsistence way of life 
is to place 1\univak ·tlildlife Refus e in the 'liilderness System. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tre=endous scenic 
and internation~l significance should be kept in the Kational Wild
life Refuse System and not be relinquished by the 3ureau of Sport 
Fisheries and ~ildlife. 

Thank you. Sincerely, 

Dorothy c. Dillon 
2325 42nd st., l\'ll 
\'lashington, D, C. 20007 
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Regional Diractor 

~ . . ~C·( • .,, 

t., -.. :r.,;c-....... :. ~ · !J 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Hild1ifa 
Alas:!:a Ar~a Office 
813 D Str~et 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 8, 1973 , 

As a concerned ~embar of The Wilderness Society and a avid out
door~~an, I would like to request that the following opinion be 
placed in t ~e record of the Hearing for the Nunivak l\at iona1 
Wildlife R~ fuge: 

I b-;;11eva this area has nu!Ilerous natural value _s which 
can be irratrieveably lost if they ~re not protected 
by yo~r 3ur-2 au a. nd the iiilderness Act. ~xcept for the 
land th'3 natives select, all of the !~univak ~;ational 
Wildlife Refuge should be placed in the ·;alderness System. 

Since re 1 y , , /) ;J. ;// __ -j / /:Z'-~ ~e:~ (}If>':,> 
Ro .. ald K. Dobbins 
1671 Penrerwood Dr. 
St. Loui~, Mo. 63141 



Regional Director 
BSFW 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

.· 
Gentletoo n: 

Nunivak Island Wilderness 

39 ~:cFarland 

Rolla, J.K) 65401. 
Nov, 8, 1973 

For the hearing record; acknowledgement requested. 

This is in support of the inclusion of some 3 500 000 acres 
of Nunivak NWF and surrounding waters in the National i'lilderness 
Preservation System. 

Inclusion will protect the overwhelming values of wildli:e, 
of tre natives, of the wildernessas it exists, and will head off 
the possibility of highways, all without necessarily affecting 
the natives 1 use of snowmcrbiles for t.'leir present way of life 
or their reindeer herding. LOD's rights to use the islarris 
will not be affected, but wilderness de sigration will discourage 
unnecessary use. Native claiir.s will likely cause breaks in the 
wilderness, but this is a minor problem in so large a wilierness. 

A precise boundary can be developed if it becorre s necessary; 
oil is unlikely offshore in aa area of igneous geology. 

The Bureau's recommendation this tirr.e is not good. 

Siuperely, / 

~~d 
R M Doerr 
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e . 
Region\1 Director 
BSFW 
Alaska Area Office 

- 8.13 D street . 
Anchorage, Alask~ 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Fl ... r·- ond Wildlife of Sport ... e ,.,. 
eurGO\I l t £ ' v £ p l . 

11/2/73 
· . t ~ j..reo OtredOr 
()til<:e 0 • 'csska . 

. ~go,~" 

·· I write; · to express My concern . over -the BSFW$ :; 
attitude,toward the future · of Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge. Mor·e specifically, I wish to express My support 
for the concept of; including a substantial part of 
Nuni vak Refuge in the Wilderness system. · 
At this point there does not appear to be sufficient 
reason for omitting any of the refuge · rrom Wilderness 
Designation, excepting the. village of Mekoryuk and 
areas · to be selected by .the Natives, under the · · 
·settlement Act ( ostensitlly about 69,000 . acres). 

· ·BSFWS objections to the Wilderness Proposal seem to be 
·predicated on circumstances which are either inconsequent 
·to the Wilderness Act_, ·or on that whi-ch has not & or 
-should not come to ·pass e.g. the. proposed -road around 
Nunivak Island .. · . . . . 
3;5oo~ooo rV Acres ·or the Nunivak Refuge area are in 
need ·or ·protection, which ·the Wilderness Act could : . .:.·_·c -·~ · 

. afford. Please help 1 

Sincerely; 

Robert A •. Dri:fka 
5208 · Lexington Avenue 
Los Angeles~ CA 90029. 
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GERALD OOODHAN 

Regional Director 

GOODMAN DRIDI 
ATTOR..."\"l:YS • ASSOCIATES . 

8808 INDIA.'< SCHOOL RD., N. E. 

ALBUQUERQUE. l\."EW MEXICO 87110 

November 14, 1973 

-.___I 

· Bureau of Sport Fisheries and.Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: · 

Son-. 101. LAl•i'DHARX Bt;ILDINO 

. .Ta.lr:Pacnra (505) 298-2222 

d·ur• ' ·•e wrecu.ol ~::.crt Fi:~et;..s (1:1. T h j, 

~ECEIVEL> 

. g· 73. I t•:OV l · 19 ,) 

·I have come across · an ·article. indicating that the · Bureau ·of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife is rejecting Nunivak ·Island, in its entirety, 
from ·considerat.io,o !.or .in.clusion in the National Wilderness Pre
servation System. 

Please include this . letter in the hearing · record on considering 
the Ntmivak ·Refuge for ·study for being included · as a · Wilderress 
area · and my indication and urging' that it be so included. 

we are ~ow recognizing that the _loss o~ _habitat, more than any 
other single item, is responsible for the loss of wildlife of 
all species. Apparently, the Nunivak Refuge is a . bre.eding ground 
and breeding waters and nesting for many types of wildlife, in
cluding a variety of seals, birds and a _species of . salrnon. 

Also, it ·appears that natives have lived on the Island for 
thousands of years and _are continuing their culture, undisturbed, 
and influenced by a few modern conveniences for . sustaining their 
traditional way of life • . I certainly think that there should be 
someplace left in this world for . aboriginal people to liv·e accord
ing . to .their customs and traditions and desires·. 

Accordipgly, i endorse the conservationists' proposal to include 
the. Nunivak .Refuge for a study area and eventual inclusion in the 

.· 

\ 
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· Jnal Director 
~au of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

19ember 14, 1973 
age 2 

-National -Wilderness ·Preservation System, subject t~ ~ucht?Clusions 
- as may be necessary for . an airplane landing strip~ an ·existing 
· · 1iqhthouse and whatever may be n~~es.sar:v for a highway, ariq sub

ject also to the right of the n~tives to use snowmobiles. as · a 
prior existing right permitted under the Wilderness Act . 

Very tru1y ·yours, 

·~~ 
HEISTER B. DRUM · 

HIID/hl . 

.}. , . 

\ 



R E. C L : ': ~ e November 5, 1973 

....... . ~. ll; .:_ I .. . - f ... i ·~1 lr · ~ .: ~ ~)~ 

;"1._1":...;.· ..... 1 ... ~ ... : _ , ': __ , ) 

Dear Sirs 

Having read all the facts and would-like-to's of the ESF~ I strongly 
feel that their p-:Jsition is both indefens ible and unrealistic. The entire 
NunivPk N?.tional Wild1He P"!fus e should be placed in the \o/iJderness 
System. The Natives rightfully s~ould be able to select specific area~ and 
their use of snowmobiles is alsf) very rightful for it is not an idle amuse
ment practice but an already exi ~ting substanial key to their very sub
sistence way of life. 

Respectfully 

F (" -e f:--1 0 "' +) ( h I 



Regional Director 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

3 November 1973 

Please include these camuents into the record of hearings by the Bureau 
o£ Sport Fisheries and Wildlife hearings being held this month on potential 
Wi1der.QeSs designation for Nunivak Island. 

I urge you to designate the Island as suitable for inclusion in the National 
Wilditfiess Preservation ~stem, all 3,500,000 acres with the exception only 
o! the village, airstrip and land to selected by the Esqui.maux under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

My primary reason for so urging is that the .ccmbination of our increase of 
population with our truly phenomenal development rate has consumed the 
natural resources of the United states so fast that much of what vas thought 
inexhawstable is now coming to an end. ·With the strong business tendency 
o.r corporations to maintain themselves and to make a profit, we often 
sacrifice long range benefit to humans for short ran~e profit. An example 
is the stripping of our forests in the Northwest for export rather than 
our own use in this country. We have had exceedingly strong pressures to 
consmne, rather than maintain for contirmous use, much of our areas vilth 
wi1derness character. \ve must attain a sense of stvvardship, and find 
ways of extracting benefit fran these areas without destroying them in the 
process. Preserving them as wilderness for a while is one way of giving 
us time to learn to use them without destroying them, and without increasing 
general pollution. 

The Bureau's reasons for not designating the Island eligible for wilderness 
status are not so strong that the viight of values to humanity prevail. 
We do not need a road around tho island; the natives have made a good living 
without it, and do not want it, I believe. Such a road woul.d encourage 
commercial exploitation at general taxp~ers expense. 

As for mill tary use, perhaps we could preserve the military privilege as one 
of pre-emption in ea•e of grave need. Such privilege alreaqy exists anyway, 
an;yvhere in case of sufficient cause. 

It would seem that the Natives can gain a suitable living, maint~ their 
reindeer and way of life much more assuredly with the Island as a wilderness, 
thus being somewhat protected from outside commercial exploitation. The 
taxpayers of the United states will all gain in the long run by having such 
an area nin the bank n. 

Thank )"OU for listening. 

Copies to: 
Alan Cranston 
Palj, N. McCloskey, 
Jo~V. Tunney 

Jr. 

Yours truly, 

c . \ . 
7 ~ .__..., -· ./ ~/'! ~ ~ - /ft.. - -

c •• E Duncan 
865 Thornwood Drive 
Palo Alto, California 94))3 



Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Are2 Office 
613 D Street 
Anchorar.e, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 
.· 

14 November 1973 

and Wildlife 
-· ' : L ~-;: •.,;: ~ • • • • -_•: .- . ' .. 

; ' 

.:..:.:: .:...·rc:,e, ~ ;.·- ··:j 

Will you please place the request of this letter in the he<:ri~g 
record regarding the Nunivak Netional Wildlife Fefuge. 

I am requesting that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
be placed in the Wilderness System - to exclude the lands to be 
selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. There is 
an approximate 3,500,000 acres of land involved, according to 
the acreage conservationists a~e recommending to be included in 
the Wilderness System. I sUppo~t this. 

Use of sno~mobiles for subsistence purooses is a right ~ermitted 
under the Wilderness Act, so I see no obj Fctions to setting aside 
the acreage for Wilderness. As a matter of fact, this action 
should give additional a s sistance to the Natives to oe rmit them 
to continue their way .of life, as well as to protect the wildlife 
resources. 

(Miss)R. Lucile Dunham 
6441 Valley View Road 
Oakland, California 94611 

Sincerely, 



' -

~~. Loren W. Croxton 
Acting Area Director 

Rural Route 5 
Box 5665 
Juneau, rtlaska 99801 
November 19, 1973 

bureau of Sports Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 

'.J 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
f\:J ~ . .;..rc;;c ..:.. ·- ... , -' ',. .... .. r..,. 1 

Dear r.;r. Croxton: 

I don't understand the Bureau's blanket recommendation a gainst 
wilderness designation for ~univak Island. Since the national 
and international significaDce of the island's wildlife resources 
is made very clear in the ~~ilderness Study .Summary, this conclud
ing recommendation is not . just unsatisfactory, it is unbelievable .• 

The reasons g iven a gainst wilderness status do not stand up under 
close examination. Indeed, the Department of High\·Jays' projected 
road around tbe island is one of the most compelling reasons for 
wilderness desibnation. Ko effort is made to document the ma j or 
reason offered, ~he use of snowffiachines. ~xactly how many machines 
are we talkin5 about? now in1:;ense is t.iJ.eir use? ~ihere do they go,? 
Can't their use be controlled, channe led, limited· so as to protect 
both the Natives' needs and tne essentially wild.erness nature of 
the island~ The ~ureau has provided no information. 

Surely larg e portions of the present refuge could qualify for 
snowmachine-I'ree wilderness status. I cannot i ma g ine the people 
of hunivak opposing the kind of protection wilderness status would 
give the island and its wild.life. I would exoect 1:;hem to want such 
protection given, at the very least, to such key habitat and scenic 
areas as the dunes, the rookery cliffs, ~he submerged lands and off
shore islands and rocks, the crater lakes, and the major estuaries. 

For my part, I see no reasoL to chang e my view that all of the pres
ent r efu ge, exc e pting ~ative land selections, be pla ced withi n the 
Wilderness System. ihis is far too beautiful and valuable a wilder
ness and wild.life area to be let g o, either all at once or piece
meal. On the con1:;rary, i t most decid.edly deserves t h e added pro
tection wilderness status will give it • 

.Sincerely yours, 
~ -

~~ ~~ .d~,.i.L 
william ~hilip Dunn II 

cc: Senators Gravel and Stevens; Representative Young 



WILLIAM T. DUNN ... R~J~:t~ll~ ., 

Regional Director, 
Bueaau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Region, 
Anchor&ge,Alaska 

Dear Mr. Croxton: 

Rt 5 :Cox 5665 
B C X a.2e."l..% 

.JUNEAU, ALASKA 

November 11, 1973 

Thank you very much for your kindness in sending me the ex
cellent brochure on Nunivak, with the inv!:.ation to comment on the 
proposal to make all or part of thie National WildlifP Refuge a 
part of the National Wilderness Syste~. 

I have read your brochure carefully end with great interest. 
I think t~c crochure pre~ts an excellent~case ~or wilderness classi
fication for most of this Refuge. This makes the tentative conclusion 
of the Bureau very herd to tL"'l.derstand. Tne reasons given 'by your 
Bureau for not including it seem to me v~ry good reaso~G for putting 
Nuni vs.k National \'.'ildlife Refuge a!id the surrounding tidal and sub
merged area under the protection of the Wilderness Preservation Sy-

·stem, and as quickly e.s possible. There is no reason why the Village of 
Mekoryuk, end the Native lends ~ntitlement can ~ot be excluded from the 
wilderness classification, ond I can think of no better protection for 
the I~ati ve people~, their industry snd their way of ife than to have 
this protection. None of the prior, pres~nt, or even potentiP-1 future 
uses and practices conflict in any way with classifying most of this 
unique &nd valuable area as Wilderness. As we sll L"'l.ow, the military 
in time of need can use anything in the national do~ain, or gutside of 
it for that matter. As for the Alaska highway iepartmenns reported 
plan to build. a highway around the Islsnd, all I can say here is why on 
earth w?uld any individual or any depart~ent in its right ~ind want to 
spend tnat kind of millions to put a higtTiay where there is no possi
ble need or economic justification for or.e? 

May I urge your Bureau to reconsider the fine material you have 
aco~ulated, ~nd change your reco~~endation to "YES" 

Kind Regards, 

~~ 
----

A stock certificate is just a scrap of paper unless it represents actual or potential value. When in doubt ..• stop, look, and listen. 
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R.,gional Direcotr 
Bureau of !\port Fisheries and i.'ildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St 
~horage, Alaska . 99trol 

Dear Sir: 

1247 Cowper 
Palo Alto, Ca, 94301 

I am writing ths letter for inclusion in the public hearing cecord 
wit:h reference to the classification of Nunivak Island as wilderness. 

I understand that the Bureau i~ recom~nding against the inclust1~ 

of any part of this vast reguge as ;; i lderness udder the law -- fOr the reason 
that native land claims and prior existing rights make the designation unclear 
and hard to administer. 

I disagree, and-strongly urge that as much of the is!and be legally 
classified as wilderness as p1~sible, once the legitimate native claims have 
bedn honored. I believe that over 3 million acres would remain for such clas-
sification, and that the area is ~ery rich in wildlife. 

I may nr.rver have the chance to visit this remote par-t of our natural 
wild heritage. However, I am a strong believer. that future generations are go
ing to need as much of the present de-facto wilderness as possible for their 
esthetic, scientific, and spiritual welfare. 

And I would stress that the survival of a truly healthy balanced 
wildlife community is possible only if large parcels like this ar-e rr.a1ntaineri 
essentially wild. There are so many larger animals whith will not flou,..ish 
or even survive unless they have plenty of room, and a complete ecological 
community in which to 1 ive. 

I have no patience at all with the assertion that the military have 
a claim here. They think they have a claim on everything& They should b(> 
forced to !,field these claims where the 'r.'elfare of the nati()[ : is conc.erneci. 
Same for the highway department: if wilderness is maintained there w i 11 be 
no need for any periferal highwa 

Nov 7 1973 

cc to Paul in Congress 
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Re~iJnal Dir~ctor 

: :;' .~ ~ '-" F';;:,cr',s e ... d W · ~ · ·'• 
RECflvE.; 

I •t ': 'j •u ., 
' \ '--• I.:J'J 

OHic~ ~ 1;,., Ar~cJ D:rK"tot 
~rcce.~ka 

Burcr,u of Sport ?isht:?ries and .";'ildlife 
~ les~a ~r0~ Office 
813 D Stree t 
Anchorage, AlAska 

y-'94 L~- r.5 Str.'3et 
Bskorsfield, C ~l ifornia 
19 l'( ov 1q,...,3 

I &~ Tiritin~ todAy to surport pro~cs~ls to rl s ce the Xuniv~k 
.'.il•::life Rct'.J;::e in the ::ilc:ern .. -:s s S7 :'tem ··;: ith the excection of 
lAnds to b e sa:e~tad ty nq tive ~esi~6~t9 ~ndnr t~e r rovisi on s 

_.o~ the Ala :; ka 1;ntive Claims Settle-:1ent .Act. Only in tbis ., .,., y 
....:11::.. tto r ef1;,-:e be affcrG.e c ths f1Jll r-rotection it dt":ser ·: es. 
?os~ible fut'.lre prA~sures for ro~d s And other non-co~pe ti~le 
developments ~i~l b8 r-reventeo. 

I hof:G tr.a t tte Bureau ·;;i 11 not, f', s h~sve othe r Fede r nl l wr.d 
~anagement a~ancie~ , int er~ret the ~ilcerness .Act so nDrro~ly 
as to excluG.e ::;any Fir'-"Eos fro:-:r con s i c:ier r: ti on. I undE:rst ~ nd th 8 t 
reir.ue e r r:-r:::zin .:: &nd use of snov.-:-::obiles h~ve b c-;en u:;eci ns r r;z-u
mcnts for nc~ e s t 6bli:hin~ ~i l ~ e rna ~s st ~ tus : ho~8Ver, t~e 
Xilderness Ac~ Rllo~s bo th the se u s~ s if e st~blishnd pri or to 
·:;i ldc.rness d,;;.si;:nstion. 

?le~ ~e place thes e coiT1ents in the official he ~ rin~ record. 
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-· 
' Regional Director 

1103 s. Atlantic 
Dillon, ~ontana 59725 
8 November 1973 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I strongly urge that the Bureua of Sports Fisheries and 
Wildlife retain Nunivak Island as a national wildlife refuge 
and that all of this refuge, excluding land to be selected 
by the Natives under ANCSA, be placed in the wilderness 
system. 

I understand that snowmobile use for subsistence is a prior 
existing right permitted by the d ilderness Act. 

Most important, only with wilderness classification will this 
great national refuge be perpetuated and the ~atives quaranteed 
protection of their way of life. 

Please include oy s~ment in the public record. 

s~ncerely, /- (! 
'- / 7JL/I_Ci0 · . t l '---1£ Lk~~---

r-lary Ann riksen 
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CALVIN M. FAIR. D .D.S. 
P .O. BOX 369 

SOLOATNA, ALASKA 99669 

November 20, 1973 

Regional Director 
~reau of S'>ort Fish~ries ~nd ~lildl ife 
Alaska ·Area OfEice 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 
~trs. Fair and I would like to be put en record as 

favorin?; ~o~ilderno.ss st?.tus for the maier portion of the 
Nunivck Isl:ond Refu<::e. We wo1• ld su'"lnort as ~.,rildernPs~ under 
·t:he ·.N~d.ona! ~-,iluei'Hbss '?te;,t!·.:_- ~ ··.:.i. l,u ·.j~y~ ·--'-u.!, ~.ll .:.!: -..~:.~ 
Refuge except those lands to be selected by the Natives under 
the Native Claims Act; those lands already developed; and 
those lands presently being used for military purposes. 

. . 
~ie Hould . also include as Wildern~ss all the tidal and 

submerged lands Hithin the refur:e boundaries. 

Sincerely, 

~~.A~ 
YJJ~i: 7~ 
Martha Jane 1:-'air · 
Calvin M. Fair, D.D.s. 



j ~ . ' .,. - ... _, 

: :. '. -._ .-. . . , -'' 

. , . ~ .. . c. ·' , .... 

J 

Regional Director 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

Alaska Area Office 

813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

10220 Gleu Road 

Potomac, Hd. 20854 
November 12, 1973 

I recommend that all of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska 

be placed in the Wilderness System, excepting the lands to be selected 

by · the natives under the Native Claims Act. 

The use of snowmobiles by the Natives of this island for subsitence 

purposes is a prior existing right under the Wilderness Act. The best way 

to assure that these Natives can continue their subsistence methods is to 

place the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness system. 

This ~~ldlife refuge which harbors many beautiful and so~e rare species 

of wildlife should be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not 

relinquinshed by the Eureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Sincerely yours, 
~/ !~' ' . . " . . .. '- --~ · • } • J .I 

'- L• !.\./ . ' - [_...,. .,_. 

Jean s. Fallow 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
-- and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 7, 1973 

I would like to strongly go on record in supporting Alaskan 
conservationists who recommend that all of Nunivak National Wild
life Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands 
to be selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

As a former resident of Alaska I feel particularly strongly 
about protecting such wildlife areas for future generations. 

EF:ln 
cc: Sen. Jacob Javits 

Sen. James Buckley 
Cong. Edward I. Koch 

Sincerely, 

a;.:J '~ 
ut~,-'t-YI _7Cc.::-? l.c~ /u; 
Edwin Fancher 
Publisher 

New York's 
Weekly Newspaper 
80 University Place 

New York, N.Y. 
10003 

WA4-4669 



SERVICES ·.FOR YOUTH 

e The 
. Residential,· f~ste.~ home, day a,;d outpatient senriu for adolescent girls. 

O~tpati~nt counseling and referral ser..-iu for children, uen-age boys and gi~ls 

SCHOOL 
Established 1921 . 

and parents. · 
Maternity care - resi~cntial ~nd ~tpaii~nt. 

. Street Address: 1033 S.W. 152nd Street, Burien, Washing!on 
Mailing Address: P.'O. Box 10, Burien, Washington 98166 

.:~ ~lelephone: 242-1698 243-5321 

Mrs. Gilbert Oswald 
President 

"Et;iCC\J of ~pert r·;:;.;er~~ c~~ 
~ E C E I V E L....;._; _________ _________ ~ 

Dorothy G. Farley 
Executive Director 

~)(} \j c, 1873 
Office o+ the Area Dircctof . 

.t.n;horc;~e• ~b_:.~ 

November 6, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau 9f Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

'Alaska Area Office 
. 813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen : 

I support the Alaskan conservationists who ·are recommending that : 

All of NUnivak Nation-al Wildlife -Refuge ·be . placed in the · 
Wilderness System, except for 1ands . to be selected by• the . 

-Natives under the Native Claims Act. The t'otal acreage 
conservationists are recommending is a-pproximately 3,500,000 
acreas . 

DF/mj. 

Use of 'snowmobiles· for ·subsistence purposes is a prior ·. 
existing ·right permitted under the··Wilderness Act. · The best way. 
to assure that the Natives can co~tinue their subsistence way of
ltfe is to place Nunivak Wildlife. Refuge in the· Wilderness System. 

This 'unique wilderness refuge with its tre~endous scenic and 
wildlife resources of -both .n.ational and international significance 
should _be~ kept ..in the ·Natio:1al Wildlife Refuge System and ·.not relinquis~ed 
by the B"..l:!:'eau of Spc:!:'t Fisheries _an::i ·::il dli fe . 

Please ha~9 ~~~s le~~er p:aced i~ t~e ~ear!~g re:c:!:'d~ 

Sincerely, 

,Ji~·it' ·a;, ·.'"'~ 
Dorothy G •. Farley, A.C . S.W . -n• 1 
Executive Director . · 

OFFICERS: 1st V;a:_Presi·d~nt. Rev. JAmes ·stockd•l~; 2nd Vic~Presid~nt, Mrs. Al•n Gunsul; 3rd Vice-Presid~nt, Mr. Kirik PiriJoff; Tr~~•urer. Mr. AI~ 
Moss; Reconlins Secretary, M~. J. D. Brown; Corr~spondinJ Sec,.;tary, M~. DuAn~ B~nn~tt. . 

· ~ Log•n- Mr. Harold Sewsom- Mrs. L•,.·rence P•erce ·Mrs •. Anthony M~unL _ . 
A Service Of: ~ TRUSTEES: M~. Dudl~y 8.-.;k- Mtss Cereth• Colston- Mr'.· Gilben Dulfy- M~. John J. G•yton • M~. Ben HikosawA ·Mr. N. P. ln~ll • MB. Conlon 

~~~~~ ~~ _ t~~! ADVISORY _COMMITTEE: Mr. LeOnard Hitchm•n. Mr. Russell Keller&n, Mr. Hugh E. PocJ<el, Mr. H•rold Rocers. 
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GERTRUDE B . FIERTZ 

107 VANDERBILT AVENUE 

MANHASSET, NEW YORK 11030 

Novemb~r 12,1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fishe~ies and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office,813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I · should like to st.~te that my conVicti.~n is 
that a major part. of Nunivak National. · Wildlife 
Refuge , on. Nunivak Island, off the weat . coa~;Jt o~ 
Alaska, should be · placed 'in the · Wilderness · ·. · 
System, wit!-1 ·the exception of lands to be se- · 
·lected by the natives under ·the Natives Claims 
Aet . · · · · 

. . 

I reco6I!lend ··fo·r inclusion in " ·wilderness", all 
tidal and · su'bmerged lands · within the Refuge . 

The total acreage recommended -for the Wi~der
ness System · should be about ·3 , 500 , 0f)f') acres ~ : 

I hope that this letter :will be _placed in the 
hea:ring record . 

., 

Sincerely yours , · 

··-'- ·r: ·:~: ..... ..({.. 

.!. !C}(-:. , .. . ), 

· ~·-:-> - · . ... • C'. . 
.) -' '\: 

- ~ . ..) 

~- - .. ---..:--- ... ·-~ -.....,--------~----
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ALBERT FINK. M.D. 
16!5!50 VENTURA BLVD. · 

ENCINO; CALIF. 81316 

STATE 8-7730 

J. 
I 

November 14, ·1973 

a..: • .... rc, ;c. "- ... : ~ 

Regional.Director . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife ·. 
Alaska Area Office · · 
813 D. Street · 
Anch~rage, Alaska . 99501 

-·.· .oear Sir: 

. J strongly urge that · yoti pl~ce : all of the ·Nunivak ~ational mildl.ife 
. R~fuge in the . Wilderness System. ·As one more · citizeri .greatly · . · 
interested ~n c6nserving our rapidly dwindling areas ·of pristine 
beauty, I fe.el ·that this is the beist·- way to protect the N~n.ivak 

.area. 

. Wi t~ind _regards, · ( ~ ., 

.. _x.f/(~~~1:~~~~·~ 
. A·1b ert F'1nk ('ITI.i)l;_.. . - . 

. . - . 

AF/ja 

cc James c. Corman 
·. ·Alan· cranston 

John V. Tunney 

e . 
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Regional Director 

5o-loll~ l!i!nd ~-~ ~ 85T1'1' 
602 2@8~ 790-7337 

November 14, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please put me on record as recommending that all of the 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed into the wilderness 
system excep.t for the lands to be selected by the natives under 
the Native Claims Act. I understand that the total acreage in
volved in this would be approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

It is myfurther understanding that the natives will be 
able to continue to use the snowmobiles if such are necessary 
for their subsistence. 

I hope that the unique wilderness of the area can be pre
served and that it remains as a refuge for the biome that exists 
there now. 

LSF/cb 

Copy to 
The Hon. Barry Goldwater 
The Hon. Paul Fannin 

' Verz_~uly yours, 
1 

C/ 
' L- /.., I 
v~ -<..~~ ~--I 

Lillian S. Fisher J 
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· Bureau of Sport FisherieS and Wi!~1ife 
RECEIVE. D , 

NOV (; .. · 1973 · 
Office of the Areo Oirect.or 

.,t.ncl:orts~e, Alcuka . 

Gentlemen : 

. . ·0jj! 
341. ?th~ _ Avenue ~ 
San Francisco 94118 
Ncvember 2 , · 1973 

·I . am writing to ask that a1l · of Nun1vtk Nation~i - Wildlife Refuge 

. be placed in . the Wilnerne~s ~y~tem, except for the lands to be · 

selected by the n~tives . ~nder the Natives Cla1M8 Act . 

Please ~eep this tin1.que area as a part of our National WtlO.ernesR~ 

Would you plea8e placP- thls letter in the hearing rP-cord. 

:·Very truly yours , 

·;: 

.. 

· ' , 

· .. 

. ' 
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Regional Director 
~ureau ~f Sport Fis2eries 

and \7ildlif e 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99501 

Dear Sir: 

60 West 13 Street 
Ne\1 York, l,; .Y., 1w11 
uoveober ~, 1973 

I am ~riting to reque2t Jour help in realtion to the Nunivak 
Wildlife Refgge. It is my understandin ~ that an official 

hearin; 1ssc~eduled and th~t the ~fficial recora is still 
open. Please place · my records there. 

The \dlderness is a unique refuge containing valuable scenic 
and ~ildlife resources. It is an imp~rtant f~ctor in maintaining 
native life in that area. 

e Your help in this mat·,er is greatly apvrec.i.ated. 
/ . 

Sincerely, 
C - / ·. . {' }:"(: _ \ ~~1 
~~- (~ ---z£-: . · / ~ J..--
Ho~ard H. Fogel · 

. . .u.... • 
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November 9, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Si,r: 

Having recently spent two years working and traveling in Alaska, 
I feel that it is important to protect some of the natural 
wilderness areas that I've seen there. 

I believe .that the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge should be 
classified as part of our wilderness system . This designation 
not only benefits those living on Nunivak and in Alaska, but 
in many ways benefits all of us . 

We certainly need to protect the resourses we have left, not only 
for ourselves, but for generations to come. That is r eason enough 
for placing the Nunivak Refuge under the protection of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

Please place my letter in the hearing record . Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Qt::7 '/ ' . -~,~ , ._ .1...- \ ---A.T. Fraass 
Box 790 
Missoula, Mt 59801 

r 
i 



Box 403 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
October 29, 1973 

5-.w~~u of Spor! ~-~:'cr: -~ c• -; '·N'd!iro 
~ECElVE J 

:1 0 1 3 1 1073 ·-' l ' I ~ t.J1 

()Hi:~ c f t~.f; .~ ' ~ '".: O.rec::;r 
~ r:~r: ,:... (' ·~~. r- ;~ . -:.o 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage 99501 

To whom it may concern 

Re: Nunivak Is land wilderness proposa 1. I strongly recormnend 
designating part of the Refuge as Wilderness • . Included in 
the f;univak Is-land Wilderness Area should be, l)the 2.5 mil
lion acres of submerged land, 2)the 50 some offshore rocks 
and islets, 3)the western sea bird rookeries and musk ox 
winter range~ and 4)the southern sand dune area and craters. 
These areas should be true Wilderness Areas governed by 
specifications set forth in the Wilderness Act of 1964. 

It would seem better to have some true Wilderness Area than 
to delineate all of the Refuge as ~ilderness, but allowing 
snowmobile use for the Natives, which would not give ~true 
wilderness at all. It would also seem better to have some 
~wilderness Area than to leave it all National Refuge 
where it would not/could not be assured protection from 
motorized vehicles and short-sighted progress. 

In light of proposed progress on the Island(i.e. road around 
entire Island) and increased utilization of motorized vehicles 
I velieve that it is imperatiye to protect these special, 
unique areas by placing them under the National wilderness 
Preservation System. 

Most sincerely 

8. tfw._ J__ tv.~J;fuUL tJ'-- ' 
J. Dee Frankfourth (Ms) 



...... .. 
1 ••• ~ 

Begionc-.1 :Directo:c 
Eurc;::::."L'.. o:: Spo:ct Fi:::Leries c..~1d Wildlife 
Al2.~:-:::c:. _t.,_-.:·sa- Oi'iice 
813 :D ~tr2.et 
J~ncl'lo:~·:· {>~C, AlaE:l;::a ·~~-:=: 501 

Dear Sir, 

Nov. 17, 1973 

I c..m ·.-riting with e:onc:rn for the fate of t:he 

Nu.nivc.k rrationc;.l ~'.'ildlifs Refuge. I und· rstand thc::t the ?uree.u 

of Sport :?isl:1erics cmd ··:il dlif'e hs.E c sncludcd "'~hat no ps.rt cf 

the Nuni val: Refuce should be included in. the Nations.l ·~7ilC:erness 

Preserv2.tion System. I have Tead the c-_rgv.illen.ts given for thit: 

decision, ~nd I telieve the Bureau is rong. 

The Nuni-·.rak Refuge n:ust be pro-tected to insu:::'e the 

future -:f this ir:rport2.nt c:.nd unique area of wilc':ern:.:ss and 

rare ~·:ildlife. :~he I~univc_:.C Pefuc;e r:tust be protected to insure 

t~nce way of life as they ~hoose. 

Please place this latter in the record of the official 

hearL1g Hi th ~y sur ort for tl"ose conservationists ·::Lo 2.~ e 

reco:a"'!lending th:::t s.ll o~ Nu:'1i ve.k ~~atiorw..l Tiil dlife Re:'uge ce 

placed in tt.e Nationc.l ·.~il c: erness Pr-&se: vc.tion S~rste::1, exc eyt 

for the lands to be selected 1y ~; e z~tives 

t~e Burec..u of Snort Fis~eries and ~il~li~e. 

Sinc2rely, 
_).. 

. '"' ' 
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Begion2l Director 
Eure2.u of Sport Fisheries and '".'.'ildlife 
Alask.3. Area Office 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

.. ; . .. ~ .. 
;,, . 

:: : · -. r- - 1215 ',! ound St. 

. ~ 
~.:ad.ison, '.'.'isc. 53715 

·;G[- Nov. 17, 1973 

' •j . _: ... .r< •. ;:.::, ..... ; •. ~ .. J 

H.3.Ving studied the findings of the BSF'.'l concer:n-!_ng Nuniv2.~= EatioDal \'.'ild
life Refuge, I must protest the recom.Jendation against establishing a 
wilderness area in the Refuge. 

The i'lilderness Study Su:-rr~.ry re-pe2.tedly points out the m?.ny cl-::?.r.?.c t eristics 
of the Refuge tl-:?.t ;n2.ke it perfect for a \7ilderness 2.re2.: remote loc?.tion, 
abundant nildlife habitat, l ac k of roa ds or other evidence of the ~and of 
::12.n, ?.nd l?.cl.< of mineral or ticiber resources ne ed ed by the n2.tion. Indeed, 
Nunivak Island seems to be one of the best potential wilCerness areas I 
h::.>.ve le<:J.rned of. 

I would like to em7:lh:?.size th.?.t the conflicting interests cited by the 
Su :1:-:19.ry do not re9.lly constitute any thre2.ts to the wilderness qu:>.l i ty of 
the Refuge. The Native inhabitants are an intez ral ~art of the island 
ecosystem, and ha.ve been for 2,000 ye2.rs: they live on the l.?.nd 2.nc ·r,i th 
the l 2.nd i.n 2. b r:>. l2.nce th?.t h?.s be en ch:?.nged only recently ·;:i t h t he intro
duction of oodern :n,-.chines. If they ?.nc1 their ·::::.y of life 2.re to be pro
tect~d, the Refuge s~ould be preserved a s a nilderness. ~ilderness Status 
need not preclude or be inco8ll9.ti ole •;;i th N2.ti ve l ?.nd s elections. Eor:ever, 
r;ilderness st2.tus cert:.inly r:ould preclude the h igh·.·:2.y corr idor pl2..nned by 
the Al .s>. Sk2. Highn?.y De"??.rtmPnt ( r:hy should there be 2. highr:2.y ?.round 2.n · 
isl2.nd t~G.t ~as had fe·.·1er th::m 2 5 visitors in the last t Pn ye?.rs?). ?ro
tection as a nilderness ~rea ~ould also preclude destruction of the island 
by incursiOl"lS froru t~1e mili t ?.ry. These "conflictL:J.g L:ter2sts" ?.re re2.sons 
for the establish~ent of 2 nilderness ~rea. If tte a ims of the ESP~ are, 
2.'S"st.3.ted in t l:e Su:n::12.ry, to :-:l?.int?.in "the ecological integrity of the 
n::>."t' 1.r.?.l ~uviro;::.:-:;e~t", t l:en .the most J.ogic?.l :JO'.'G ·:::uld be ir..c~usion of the 
~0 :· .. tz ~ ~-~: ~~ - :: ·:: i.~·:~t? ~· ~:E=:s.-::; ::: .. :~.!:C? ~.:. 

\yli l d. err.: e so is 2.~1 e:c: ~ ~--.1-: c: -2 :::·e c.1 s ~- ~ -~ ~ ~ s ir: -;: ~ _ e U:.r.:i:: 2 =~ : ~ -:-. ~v C= 2 , _-.~--- ·_: ·::e c _"':.~: !':O 

longer ?.f.r ord to throw it ?.·::?.y or ·1.se i t up. Al.::.s ~-:2. i s tr_e l 2.st gr€?.t 
r:i lc~erness frontier left to us, 2.ncl it is sufferint:; fro :.: t l:e O.e:J:?.r:ds of 
the r 2.venous zo. ·~y-·eti te of mociern culture fo r oil 2.nd tiwber. But ~~ou h?.ve 
the opport;.mi ty now to ) rotect soiiJe of our Al2.sk2.n ·;tilceru ess forever . 

In conclus ion, I ho ~e you nill reconsider the decision a;~inst Tiilderness 
for Nuni v2.k H?.tion.?.l Wildlife Re f ug e. Th?.nk you for :.,--our ti::::.e 2.nd effort 
in this :n:?.tter. 

Sincerely, 
' . 

\)~'~:,{ ~ l .j.,:L'f; ~ ... {./~ 
Victor ia Gaydosik 
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Dr. U. GEHRI NG 

Dr. R. GEHRI:;G 

7615 Leviston Ave. 

EL CERRITO, CAL. 94530 

REGIO~AL DIH1CTCR 

.. .. 
t. : · 

~- _· , . ' . 
r.: '·,· t ' .I 

. ~ : ·J~; -, 

'· .: ' 

i.,.:·. ·c. ·. .. , 

/ 

BUREAU GF SPCRT FI SFE~ IES A~D WIV :LIFE 

ALASKA AREA OFFICE 

813 D Street 

- ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

Dear Sir, 

Nov e~ber 6, 1973 

When touring Alaska last Fall we saw an abundance of 

wildlife in the protected areas we visited and we were horri

fied by the depletion of wildlife in the unprotected areas. 

we urge you to protect Nunivak Island as a whole as National 

Wildlife Refuge (except for the lands to be selected by the 

Eskimos under the Native Claims Act). 

Nunivak I s land would best be protected by including it in the 

Wilderness System which assures the Natives a continued way 

of life ~ . as they had it so far and which at the same time 

would not upset the fragile ecological balance of this area. 

We request that this letter be placed in the hearing record. 

Sincerely Yours, 

I 
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,; L C.: i \1 t. v · ·. ·· . . 

_ · ·. • -- M P. and Mrs. Broeme E. Giqas 
. ' ·~·· l i?i7~~ I 1-49 SKYCREST DRIVE NO. -4 

Cifice cr ·~~- :.. -~:J ·~ir.e~r.r 
,._:. ~ ."' rc.;:.!~. ~. 

. WALNUT CREEK, CALIF'DRNIA 9-4595 

-Regional Director 
Bureau of-Wildlife 
Alaska Area Offic.e. 

· 813 D Street 

J 

Anchorage.,- Alaska 99 501 · 

.Dear Sir: 

November 10, 1973 

As •a citizen. and tax payer I urge that. all ' 
·- of the Nuniyak National Wildlife Re£uge be :place_d 

in. the Wilderness System, except for the lands~ to . 
. ba 'sBlected by the natives under the Native Claims 
AC..t-. · Th_is l.,Ulicp:1e area should not be. relinquished 
bythe .Bureau. It shoUld forever be protected . 
under the -Wilderness System the better to ·save. its · 
scenic.. and wildlife. resourc.es. · 

· I request that · this letter be -placed _ in the 
offiaial hearing record. 

· ·Very truly yours, 

/::} . . ·F. (, .- . 
,~ -,~ .--

. Braeme. E. Gigas:: ·-

·-' r 
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Martin Goodman 
Chairman of the Board 

MAGAZINE 
MANAGEMENT CO., INC. 

:: I ·; ' 

; .:. . .. -. .. November 9, 1973 

Regional· Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please place this letter with my recommendations 
as follows in the hearing record: 

MG:cem 

All of Nunivak National Nildlife Refuge 
be placed in the Wilderness System, except for 
lands to be selected by the Natives under the 
Native Claims Act. The total acreage to be 
approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

Thank you for your kind attention to my request . 

Magazine Management Co., Inc. 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 
(21 2) 838-7900 

.Sincerely, 

"""" 
r· 
\ / 

I • - ... 
I 

f~ } • • 

Martin Goodman 
Chairman of the Board 

CADENCE 
Publishing & 
Publ ishing Services 

- ·-·---..... 
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Hr. Lyrm Greemm:tt, DirectOr 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
u~ s. Dept.· of the Interior 
llashi.t1;ton1 ·n. ~. 

!>ear Hr. Greemvai t: 

.• 

' Bax 1512 
juneau, P~ka 99801 

. NoveMber 21 1973 
Eurncu of SI)Ctt Fish~ries ol'ld wifdllfe 

lt~tEIVEQ 

Office of the Areo Director 
~age. AI~ 

- P2ee.se en~r this ·statement ;nto the rr.Uderness hea..T"ine ~co!d• H;r ~se 
:in send.L'1g t'b..is to .you is (1) to express my co:1cern at the appa,.-.oent direction 
Q~ Buretm rei't~,:e policy, and (2) to be sure that this stateilient does i'lrleed · 
beat the :Iovember 23rd deadline. I · am sending. (fordy !·iatson 2. s; n.:i.J.a:b ·statement. 

!-zy- reco:-r-.enchtio!l is that: -
1. First and forenost, that aD. present uses ey Hekoryuk v:i.lla.ge resice_nts, both 

!or subsista'lce and for reindeer use purposes, continue 't·ri thcut disturban~e. 
2. ?hat t~e req•1est of the .Vill.aee for 2 tcn-mships on the is1:md i.'l ad.C:.iticn to 

the ·tf1.-ree -::.f..1ich they a..-re no~ allotted, be granted, i. e. a total o:f 
5· to1-nu:hips on the island. . . · · 

3. That !'111 rcl'"'ain;!l& .federal lands on Nunivak be placed nnder the Hild.emess 
Act by your p::-oposaJ. to the Secretary, i. e. a complete . revision of the draft 
propo~al. . · _ · . . 

4. That .,,J J..a,zoons, tidefiats, . and open _ sea l·mters to a distance o:f one-<1uarter 
_ra:Ue of.f=:l:ore be · designated si.m:Uarly, as Hilderness. . 

S& T~~.t a '3"::::r.rey of the offshore _boundar-of be carried out, and. a definite legal. 
1-v...,..,..-1..;...,.~ ~._..., A,+,~")'0> 1;;,.,..,.A ' 
..Jtf¥~ ... -...._.:w _....,_., 4"!'1" ..... ~"'·---... ~~ 

6. That p:-o:;::rt. col-:r;n.t.>rlcate:on . be carried out with the Departnent of Defense a 
. · (as h;t.s b'9~!l ciq!!e on . the Aleutian refuge) to deternine if OOD ha.s any def:L'Ylite 

"".;J.it'!>-· ........ P.rls· ,.,.,..- t·n~ 1.5'· land · .. -:oa '\;.......... ·- .. ""' ,. '\,1.;.£. - . - • • 

In ~,. opi..~ion; -t~e ct:rrent study is 'i'P.E HOsr TI'!POP:l'flJiT 1-rilde!'::ess stuey the 
'Bu.reaa_ ha3 tl!l.tS ::~:r c~i:ried out ·a.~.nmere .o 't·iith .AHCSA and i·rl:th ci:angii'lg policies 
!T.r the. 5tL""e~~~ re.:arding refuge, lr.ildemess, a.•·1d other r.taj;ter:;, ~'he precedent 
se~- b~t t:~i:! :::!'~!"-0- al ~rill probably have -great weight in the rnaki.'"lg of· mny other 
si:u.la: de~r ,..; '!!!.tions. 

· !.:: J~lts~-:.~ti~;-::!.1 of the v!ilderness Study Report (p. 82) L'1rl:.~?.-':.:9s,-t'his 
liiJ:2~:~:r: -:ss ~l":'-:-·~-::~t5.~re 11 lri11 aD.o:-ra til':!e-D.l!d-use zon:_'lg of sno·--:::~:::!.."l.~s :;-_--:d 
still :?='o .... ~.:.e ·-r.l·.\-~rness protectio~ to the rei'use, yet uill n:1:. '.:!·=- ··se a h~
e!..,.;::; c~: 7.: .. ,; :-.:>.3:...-::'":r..t.s t:ho · de99nd on such vehicles for subsist~ ::·.;; ·:.:~t::viti~:; •"·· 

.'.-:J :.s s:. ;:-. · · ~ - :?:.,..~t!l~ aeed 1 s recent i·:ilderr.~ ss ool~_c-..· ::·::-· :-. · - --: , !: 3\.;.? ;~~t. 
-~'- -1 .. .,..._ · · ·"· ....... ~ "'n· b: .. t'-~i'! Con........,.ss •ha 1~ -...::;n:?. o-" ... ~ .,.........., _ .... : .. .,"" o-"' " 
-·- ··• '.- ....... :J.J'· •-~ -.::.,•,.., 'u .. - .•.. .......,..:.. - c;;....:..-""-- - ... --- -

· ·-. ·· · ~ ':"':"::·:.:B-t-!'.3 r:e,:'~~cs of ~::C'=JS to t~.~s: .. ~::::"i~t- · ~·· .. :::- ... ::--.it-!3 
... - .... _ .... :.-:- ;=_~ .... ., .. :a--~ Y..oc.=:.~~,.....,.;. .. ~--r -:.~o ·~o .... ~.:.~.,...,... .. ...... _, ... .....- ""'-.: "'~ • ..; 

- ~"' • .... .~ .__ ····-· ....... ., "'--~.. twl.; ~ .. __ .... .-o:--- ~~~· • --- ...... ~ ......... .., ... __ ,_ ... , 
-· .- ..,~ -"!'""'.....,. --:•h...:.;-:::~nn,....c ..... ,,.,....,,,.~S .... "'!)'-- ~~ · ~ ..... ·..:: ..:....:..--::· • ·- --·--·-

-- ~ -\... • .:>.--.:>~ ..... v- •• - .... :..J:....-t.:_- ·.J- ---... · ...,~ .. ... ·"'---- - . -" - ... ·--: ..... . .. ~ -
·_._:: ::~io~ 

- _.; :::.:-··.·;:.:::.:c:1-t:113 l=·.~ls of use -:-~·d. t-,~.: ~-· · ~ -~- .::. 
t:-:·:..-:.~· ... ::~ :l ••• : .. ~-~~1 ~:-e ~rrrl tted to co!'lti.'llle ·for subSist.en~e ptlr:=~-je·.! .• · _:_;~~o~d 
!:"··=!!: ··~-:-:; 1:-"! ~_":-~:~ ~-~ ~d:V'ers~ly af:fect:Lr.~ th9 !J1ant a'1d e."limll !' ·::.7:~-?s in _ 
;- ::'~-:-?s:~!'r :-::d ci.~::!]_~i:-:L"'l.::o !1~~'1er, a.Oditional ~st.."'ic.tions !'!?_,,._ • ~ 'l":!"':-:'lJ. ":~-~d 

by the Secretary· after· consultati6n- lttth rep~sentath~l of subsistence users .tt 

.. 



Uunivak -2-

The m.:my values of this vast refuge · are extraord:in~ - ~:ell. stated i..Ti the 
·stuey docu:ment, inclndin~ the fact that it is 11in mst respects a de f acto 
wil.derness," (p. 79). Primary are~ 

. . . . . 
1. It is the only large Ber:in8 . Sea island, w.i..th its coJl'lb:ination of coastal 

mariti"le and a.retic nora and terrestri21 and maririe fauna . l-rllich is avail.aqle 
for preservation by a~y agency• 

2.- It has an excellent 1i~rsit".r of terTestriaJ. features, including a vei-.r 
- ·no~le area of craters and la-:a fom.ations, drJ, moist, end ~.ret tund!-a,. 

~ ·.-. and. interest;ng s~,d d.tmes a11d rela~d. ve:;etation. 
3.- :rt· has .one of the fet·T r.r..tsko:-: populations existi.."le in the United sta-res. 

- ft. It has a note~rorthy Vari~"t-J and abtmde.nce of nesting bird life~ ~!ith azi 
_. · .Asiatic irl-~u~'mce, includfule Eci~y' ~ SnoH BWtting. . · . 

5. It has a. superb e:rray of estua..-ine, tidal, a.."l.d mari.."le life, includi..'l3 
one of the f:L"lest stretchuof seabird ·colonies in Horth A'l"!'lerica • .AliD . this 
~"le area -is in Federal. O"t·lt'lership; thus avail.able for protection, 1-1hich 
is not true Clf m~erly all other natu..~ reserves -in Alaska. 

6. It has very little if any Potential for extractive resources. 

I have . been on nearby and . s:iJ:ti.lar St .. ~urence Island, so I can spea.1{ fro:n 
personal eJq>erience in stat:i."lg- the unique characteristics of these 3er"'.!ll~ Sea 
islands 1 quite di:'feorent i."l character of ' landscape 1 vee;etation ,,. and terres~rb~ 
and f'reshlmter bird 1 i . -re .from the ./IJ.eutian Isl2nds ( lrllere I have also been) • : 

Since brant use the laeoons, ·geese J!lolt in the interior lclres," ·and 1"-he 
potho1es provide nesting and resting habitat ·for niany ·t-ra.terbi.T.'ds, this re:fu6e 
also possesses the classic ua.terfol·rl-related values which the Bureau nost 
highly. values. 

I a:n. confident Hr. C2r.1-.!)bell 1s .high~zay de.~t ·and the Hekoryuk villae;ers 
can sur-r.i.:v-e '!-:ithout a ne~r highua~r. Also that the r.rl.lii.a.."""Y' .have .no legi t :ina.te ·_ 
need for lands . 9ther t!l~ Coast. Guard .f'acllities on the island. 

· Related to the i-,licatio:ls of this proposal: . 
1. The ~e>cretary h~.s · reversed · t'he B'lli-eeu' s . origir...al proposal for ·a l2...."'ee · 

~ri1d.emess on I~e:ibel': . ~·.nile !·:ative clai.r.tS ce!'tainly w.i1J alter fe':!e!'!ll 
7.-~ersl~ip to so:::.a eegree, t:.1ere is no excuse for delet~-e this sr.l~ncid 
propos~J.. J fear it :in1icates 2n a"1ti-1i.Uderness bias in the e.sce~denc;r in the 
?~au. :::r:'.le I ·cr.: L"'l i\•.11 syr.rpath: ~rith t~ need ·to - na~ii:;rt:tl.ate 'mte!'fc-;:-1 · · . 
l •!'-1--; +.:. .L <'...., n.,,.,,,. s+ ~t.,.s-i ,.~6 r"' f'l•c-es c:u"h a C.;....,..,..,..,t.,..,ce ...2"""".., not TV->:,..-'-. .,-:.,.. ~...., -.J~ - ·· ·J ···- ·-· -., · ..,:;. _ __ ---:-·.';: ~ -· · ··u , - ...,. ~'"'~t&.w tl;"..l l. '-l•.....,........, 1:'-- -·~ __ 

~,.,.,.~..., ~ ........ - .. ..,..J- ., ~~1·!"' . ..., .,._,.f'l!-:-<> l2nds ~ho•,,d be .;.., ~ ~:Ud,.,.,.., .,.ss ,.,..,~ .. - ~o- -- ----~-·J & • -,}- - - ... - - - ..... . ,. . """_ . • ..... 1.~ ..r...lo ~ •• • - .- . .. ... ' ~---..- ~ -- -- · 
~.,.:sA l .,. :-.·--.,."!j.,....,.._ ~...,.-~ . ..., .,..··i'h1e """"'lJ..,....T. . ' --·-- ...... ... __ .. , ____ . ... · ---· .. -- -· _ .. ~- ~-""' ....... . . 

·~ '"'•-a ........ ,., .~- ·--!., ··.-.,~,. .... ,.__,..,, ~-, __ -~.,. +o rr<r f'e.,. ... s · th., ... the· ~urea ... .;s ~p~ ..... - . ., . ;. ,.., 
• -··- .. --·•~- ... - - ~_ .. .::1- -- r ....... ,J ~~ • '\1- c;;...,J,. • ~'\I .. .,. ........, - ~-., ..,_.c..-~ • .:,.. v"'' 

quief...:~- l:.:,.~.;L S<')r·.e o:_ i~s 'u?la!ld refuses ·in lW.a.ska. and else~r~ere. : =:r~~~ 
!'":oc-.1 -t.:::;! :·-::c:.:!t ?>~!>~ :_-oJ."ic~'- state:r..ent on .that P.atter, '!·~hich on its· s1.~::'~ =-~ 
=-~: -s ~·-o'.i . ~ ~(.~:2 ' t ~-.d. 'J f<..'? ' t · do er..y such t h:!ng - but I still f~r. sue!-! n:wes. · 
uill ~,,.-r:!!"·t.· ?..~ ly c c-:c:'J . !~eep in mind tha:t the ili.ska De;>artnent of Fish i: 
c~~~~ , f.O'!::T.--sr c ttp::b:'..e it is, can NOT OH!12c.ndj t.herefo:-e, it ·'!·lill ~~·up to 
t:~c . 2-.'t•=-~~ ·: , ~=--n:; 1:-.: t}1 o-th~r li'edera!.. <~ e;encies, to protect tlpl2Ild 1-r.i.l.ili..fe 
Uan.,.,.arn ~ . : i ~·~:·"': ( :"'"", p1 ~::-T.,.;..pre) - t~a ,,, .,,._ka r'ep+ 0-f' ~ J.., ... ur..,1 -:-'~..,.-,.,.,.....,.-
llAO~kLL. - - ---·- ... - \. - ---· .., __ _ _ , ,. • ..., ·~- ... ~ ~ i.J "'• -. g.ll ~ .... - ---··-'W-.:J ~ 

l:.GS ·no ~~-: -:r-: st i.'1 ~t:.~h r:rotective fu"1cti on. In t his reg~, I st!",.,~r,J.jr . · 
urge that the Bu..'"ea.u hang 0:1 to t he ~2(c) la~as sc~.ttc~cl a'1.ons t::c .f.1~s~,:~ 
Peninsula, and f ollm,-:ing the -~ 12!!d an~ ~.I- dis-ertou:efon~. creatEr 
a great Brom Bear Refuge on the .AlP..aka:. FE')"'!fos~ hc.wdin&, sur.face. man~t 
o:! l~ds 1-flose subsurf~ce riehts e;o to Koniaz. · · · 
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BONJOUR, GOUGH & STONE ' 

.JULES F"REO£RICK BONJOUR, JR. 

KERRY .. . GOUGH 

RICHARO C . STONE 

c\· ;~C\1 of : AT.TOR~E7"S AT LAW 

A P,R£'F"_E:S_S!ON..,_"l. CORPOFiATION 

PLEASE: RE:PLY TO Oakland Office 

November 5, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 ''D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Nunivak Island Wilderness 

Dear Sir: 

( 3410 LAKESHORE AVENUE ,,\ 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94610 / 

- (415) 834-6890 ___-/ 

24301 SOUTHLAND DRIVE:, SUITE 208 

HAYWARD, CALIF"ORNI.O. 94545 

1415) 783-5100 

I am writing this letter as a former Alaskan, having lived 
in Alaska from the age of seven through graduation from 
high school at Anchorage High School and thereafter for 
four or five Summers, in support of Alaskan conservationists 
and their desire that all of Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge be placed in the wilderness system, save and except 
for those lands to be selected by natives under the Natives' 
Claims Act. 

I have familiarized myself with the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
& Wildlife's position that this is an inappropriate wilder
ness area because of the use of the snowmobile by the natives, 
reindeer herding, pending native land selection, the imprecise 
refuge boundary and the argument that there is a need for a 
road around the entire island. It appears to me that a solid 
analysis of these arguments indicates that they are not valid 
in light of the overriding need to preserve a unique wilder
ness refuge within which the native Alaskans can continue 
their way of life. Indeed, it appears that failure to place 
this area in the wilderness System will ultimately lead to 
a relinquishment of the area in the future and, with such 
relinquishment, gradual loss of the natural resources of 
this island to the immediate detriment of Alaskans and the 
ultimate detriment of all citizens. 

Having grown up in Alaska and having had the benefit of explor
ing wilderness areas as a youth there, it is my desire that 
there be places preserved in the world f or my children to 
perhaps have this same opportunity. 

Please place this letter in the official hearing record. 

Very truly yours, 

UM~U~ KMG~bh 
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!Vt'OOu of ~port f:~hori~ ond WiklliFil 
RECEIV£j 

. . t~OV 1_ -~ 1973 

()If~ f){ tl,.. Ar Oi~Ot"fM 
. Mc.hora~; Ala-o;ka · 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Of'fice · 
81JD Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

near _~Hr: · 

·, Nove•mber 11, 1973· 
10)1 Alice Street 

_Davis, CA 95616 

'· 

I ~m writing in .regard ·to the Nunivak National Wildlife 

Refuge. Please place my letter in the hearing record. 

· Except for the .areas to · be : selected by the ~atives under 

the Native · Claims Act, · ! urge that atl of Nunivak National 
. . 

Wildlife . Refuge be placed in the Wilderness · system. To 

·. protect the marine mammals ·inhabiting the island's offshore 

waters, the seabird nesting places, and to protect the 

ecological lnt·e;ri ty of the a~ea, . the island must remain 

unspoiled·~ 

The Eskimo Is use of snowmobiles in utilizing the island'' s 

resources is mini~al and should not prevent the ma1nta1nence 

of the islqnd in an · essentially natural state. 
' • 

The Nun1va.k National Wildlife Refuge, · in short, should 

be plac~d in the Wilderness System and maintained in the 
. . 

National ~ildlife Refuge System. 
. . 

P~w.~ 
Paul W • . Grant'· 

' . 

' ' 
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Los Angeles, Calif. ~-
Nov. 11·, 1973. 

Regional Db•ector, · 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 
Alaska Area O_ff ice, . 
813 D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

. , 
Dear Sir: 

I support the position of Alaskan ·conser
vationists , that all of N:univak National 
Wildlife Refuge be placed in the N~tional . 
Wilderness . System,- . except the village of 
Meka~yuk and areas to .be selected by the 
natives under the· Alaska Native · Claims 
Settlement · . Act. .. 
This unique wilderness refuge with -its 
tremendous scenic · and· wildlife resources 
s~6uld be kept irr the Nation~l Wildlife 
Refuge System and not relinquished by th~ 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and and Wildlife • . ' . . . -. . 

. . 

The · use of .snoW!nobiles for subsistence 
'purposes is a prior existing:' righ~ i per
mitted wtder the Wilderness Act. ·· 

The best way to .assure that the natives 
can continue their subsistence way of life 
is to place Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the 
Wilderness System. 

I request that my letter be placed in the 
hearing record. 

Yours _truly, 

., .. . ·. -~-&~-r ~~...___ 
~- . . 

• • 
• .r ... "" . 

-

T 
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·- "'-... .. . John P. Greenspan 

· · F·-'- · r·~~·cnd Wildti{e 
f <'-vort 1,.,e ,..,_ 

CZ,\HCCU 0 .... "".... . ~ D 
lt.t: c .E I V~ ' 
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• ~) o'V (' ff) bel' I 5, Iq tJJ 
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· . . ; . " u rectal ....,.,,.,C6' c me ,. '""' . . · 
\o.iH~ I · ,t..pchorage. ~:; ;~ 

Ke:J;onc.l Direcfor:_ .... · · . · 
. /3v~ea u. d' Spor--/- {-;5her/es a~d . (N;Jci/,'fe 

R I ask a, .. _ (ir-e~· . . (JFl=',:c_:e_ . . 

. -813 , 0 5-freef . 
· . 11~Choroy, A/asker.- qq5ol · 
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s~n Leandro, Calif 94578 

Kovember 15, 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \'lildli:fe 
Alaska Area Cffice 

·813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Conservationists are often accused of rraking efforts only in behalf 

o:f animals. I am appealibg to you to help people. The only \vay 

to assure the native people of the Nunivak area that they x~ 

can continue their way of life, is to place the Nunivak National 

\·lildlife Refuge in the i·!i lderness System. I understand that these 

people would be perrr-.i t ted to use sno·.~':i..otliles for subsistence under 

the ~lilderness System. History demonstrates that under any other 

system, their \iay of life would be ruthlessly destroyed. 

Yours truly . ., ; . 
. ~- . e )--l ; ' .. l~ ")'Y'v1A , < ~'WV L / /'d-; ~~ -· 

Doris E Griffin VC 
2085 150 Ave 
San Leandro, Calif 94578 
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HOWARD A. GROSS 

ATTORNEY AT "LAW 

230-05 STRONGHURST AVENUE 

BELLEROSE. N. Y. 11427 

HOLUB 4-4413 . 

Eureou of !port fisheri~ and Wildlife · 
RECEIVEO 

r-.ov 2 31973 
Office of the Areo DireCtor 

Anchorage, Alaska. 

R~onal Director 

Nov.l9,1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813D Street 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 : 

Dear sir, . . rea Nunivak National Wildl.ife Refuge 
It is ·requested that this letter _be placed in subject 

hearing ·record. · ' . · · 
I am. in favor of placing all of subject ·area in the · 

National Wild'erness PresrVa.tion System · except for those lands :to be 
selected by the natives under the Native claiffis act. . 

· ,.I .£eel that tile 1?8-tives · Silould be permitted to use snow- · 
mobiles in assist:illg th~ to obtain subsistence ·and I a.-u .opposed to 
the p~itteter ·road a.s be1zlg.: destructive of the ecological integrity 
of the . area. . . . . . .. . . . . . 

While it · rrs.y be ·desirable to determine more · ciearl$' the .. 
Refuge boundBry, lack of such definition sho-ld not be used adversely · 
in gmnting wilO.erness. designation for this area:. . · . 

· · I believe .that the reindeer herd.i.nci -practicecl by the natives 
has no detr:i.meD.ta.l effect on· the wild~rneSs and :·is ~f . subst~"ltial .. 
benefit to both the residents of the YU:~on Delta e.uc the citize."ls of 
h"univak. 

In addition to · ·the .foregoing I .feel that all tidal ·and · 
subnerged lands of Nuni-Ya,k Refuge be i.i:lclud~d in the Wilderriess des:ig• 
nation as being of vi tal i.Iilporta.nce to the waintena.nce of their · ·· 
pelagic inhabi tents • · · · · 

. Please bear in Idnd that once any area is removed frOm the 
11wilderness" it will never be returned and all of us will be so much 
the poorer: · · · · 

. . 
Sincerely, · · · · -; · · 

4::u~£)~. 
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P.egional Director 
Sureau of Sport Fishe~~e s 
Alas%s Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchcra;e, Alaska 99501 

~ear Sir:-

Novenber 

P.O. Bc·X 
Ve'1ic~, 

a ·:alclife 

11, 1973 

2h9 

Please include the fcllo~ing remer~s es ~ art of t~~ off~cial heari~g 
record fer Nunivak Rat~cnal ~ildl~fe Pefuge : 

~e ere g~e~t ly ccncerned with the future of Nunivak Natic~sl ~il~life 
?e~~~e in rlaska. It is our understandi ng tha t th~ Pureeu of Sport 
?ishe ries & ~ildl ife ha s rec c-~en~ed th3t nc~e of t~is vast, u~5q~e, 
"''"'--C' bP.'8l'tl • .,Ul wilC:er,....,_ .. e:->!" island \"i+-h ~t:~ -r>,,..'..., 1 '/~:;_ .r< lif'o..-.::.~ou,..,"-=- r.r> c:; - - ~ ~ -- , 0 \J -- .J._ '-"- - - '-• L. f ~ '--"'" -"- .._; ""' '-' ~ ~ ...... ...... ._..-

internatio~al si~nificsnce, he included in t~e National ~ilderness 
?res e rvation Syste~. This s~ortsighte~ness shnuld he ccrrected et 
the Nunivak he~rin ss . 

. , ' 
uns~ c ::_Le:: 

:~· :.:-;.~ ~~ :~ :_~_ ,:·: l:..· .r=._:lf. c~ :·~:l -~ ~~ ... s~-:. ·::e :~t? e ·l thst t;regt cere shc'..ll~ 

taken tc in2~~2 ~: ~~t future ~ur~ ~ucr~tic ~eci2ions do net foreve r 

its nati ve pecples. ~e fe el t~~t ~ilie rness ~rctec ti nn ~nder t~9 
~ilter~e ss Act ~c~ l d net cnl y ~re serve t~e re~u~e ' s n8t~rsl va lues , 
~~t wc~ld ens~re t y the ~est ~eans that ~univa~'s peop~es coul~ ccn tinue 
their subsistence ~ay of li fe . 

~e spec:ficalJy feel ~hs t all c ! 
s~culj ~e p l aced in the ~n~i:~ ~ : 

f'cr l 2.n Cs tc te :-:; l ecteG '":~: ~ ~-=-
: :-=. i s i :-. ~ l ~ s ~ C'· r1 ·.·; c -_ : l d 
a~d s ut~erge~ l en~s. 

':-::c ' . 
.: ~ ·., ::: , 

~se of sn c~~cbil e s f er su~ sist ence nur~cses is a ori or ex~st~ 
~e!"'n1itted 'tl!"lder t':--:e , ... ill:e r·nAss ...-'\ct . · ~~is use , as - ·tte ll s s re ::-. . ·. _ 
~-ercing , s~, culd be per:'Jitte..: tc c cn ti!:-...:e fer su':::lsistence pur;;cst....::: 
..... -:.tr .. :.~ ~~e ~Tuni·1a1{ I sl E:. n~ ··· ~2.C e r::ess . 

~~is a:e~c~.r · .. ~ ·cu::.~ ~ ~ "hest ~·:: 2. e tc t;;-~ ::~ e~:.a~e -: ,__:e :: .:; -:i::~_ s :__ c ~j :.:1~ 7 ~

~st:cna: s :~n i~i c ~nc e ~~ ~univo~ , sni a ct acc~ r i!~;ly ~ cr its prc 
~ect ic-~. 





. . 

Region<:{/ D:wdDI'" · .. · 
f3u'(ea. u of Sr~t F.'jh~r-i~s <'/W.Hdl;(e.. 

. A/t<5~ AYe<V 0/f'ce_ 
·. 8/3 D Sf-ree_f · . ( 

.. .4c.ho~~~~/ A/ttsk~~t . '?95"01 .·.· 

De&lv- Sir: . . . . . . . . 
.. ·. · .. Please . .e11fr.r /Ai.s . !d/erln fJze- .-eco~J 1, pvbk~. ·.· ... · 

heaYil1j5 Ae!J concerninj fAe /lvn/v~k}/ali'onal • . 
• W;/J{Ife. Refvge . w,·IJemess siv.Ly. •. . . .· .... ·. . ·. . 

. . ·. ~ (kvor 1/1c/vi/n§ • d// o/ . #vhiV"<~ tfkh~mal 
... · · v.;;(Jf,(e.: R(t\-'ffe.c /n 14e VVt:lckrw;~ . _./;#,,, , I 

f,tNe . Seen /?MIJ( ?'("/yr;• ·.. .-/ ,:.{r. /!·:-:. · .-- · .. 
~bt:'vt /I ;,,,cl ·illlt>c _·. :c:L.. ;l ·;~ ·,-·.; _ ... . r' .• .. /, • • :.- -~ ·-, ·. 

. . . . 
. -
. ,. . . . ..., .. . 

; , . ~ . ~ - c-/ . . . 

: : I . 

~/,c:~ · see_ · ·/--. . 
I . 

·' / · ~ . ~'r/ 1 q_ /st:> 1/,:s if/}, f>r:e j . 
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AUGUSTANA COLLEGE 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

FOUNDED 11160 

SIOUX FALLS, S . D . 57102 

November 14, 1973 . ..... . : · ;.' .. . . .. 
i. ~ C E i-\:-~ · _. ,, ..... ,; -= .. -

· ~s~-, 
- 't.. . ) 

c :fi;:·~ .·t ' 1
..: ! ..... .... .... 

~ ..... ~':' ::: ... ..,r-
/ .. - ' - . ,..: !~l .. ' 

In recognition of the wilderness qualities on Nunivah Island I ask you to 
designate the Refuge as wilderness, minus those lands to be selected by the 
nativesunder the Native Claims Act. 

Your earlier decision to not designate any land a wilderness on the island 
will be regarded as a sad mistake in the future. The existing use of the area 

. by natives for subsistence livins may continue under the provisions of the 
Wilderness Act, therefore it is not a pertinent point against wilderness class
ification. 

Thank you for your attention. Please place this in the official hearing 
record. 

Yours truly, 

Brent M. Haglund 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Cffice 
813D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

. · .. ·~ ': . .' .. ! ':" 

& '••'ildlife 

6337 South\'iOOd 
St. Louis, 1·io. 63105 
November 12, 1973 

As a citizen concerned with our fast-disapp~aring 

natural heritage, I urge you to include all of the 

Nunivak Island Wildlife Refuge in the ~ilderness System, 

with the exception of lands to be selected by the Natives 

under the Native .- Claims Act. 

This ¥llsroiled, uni~ue wilderness area deserves to 

be protected from undue exploitation and destruction. 
-

What better w~y to assure its preservation than to entrust 

its stewardship to the I~ati ve s who have learned to live 

in har;r;ony with the land over the centuries and Knose 

survival depends on the survival of their balanced eco-

logical habitat. hhat better way to destroy the soul, 

if not the. substc.nce, of a people thar. to l-ave c_;:::'r! :r!e 

\'ioJ for cestruction c:f t:--,~ lc...:-.d \•:it.-_ ·.-::.ic i·. :.:.e:: ~-:::-''-' 

inc xtricably \;oven. 

I respectfully re~uest that this letter be placed 

in the hearing record. 

Sincerely, 

~ cZ?&?~r-L~::;;r 
Eric Ha:nburg 

j_ 

~ 
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___,....._ . 

Bur~ of ~pert Fislicrles and Wildlife 
~ECEIVED 

NOV 2 o 1973 

. . 

---@)·· 
· office of the Area DiredOr 
. _ .•.. ~age, AlaskQ 

--~--~··--~---· -· -· ·~~--~--~~~-~~~er- 15,~9?~~- ~~---
. . . 

--~----~R~e~g1~· 0nal ·Director 

• .. 
-~----~Alaska Area ~-~~~-·-· -·· ----~~·~· ~-·~- ~----~--~--~-

--~--~=8=13~-=D~S~~-~---~~~~-~'.-· -.. ~~~--·--~~~--~----~. 

----~~-Anch~rage; -~a~ka~·~99~- ~50~·-~l~: __ · __ ~------------~~~-- -·_· ~~ 
. · .. 

:. . . .... . ~· . . . .. . . 

. Dear Sir., 

---........... --~,...;...--:..I,-:,am in favor of wilderne_ss d.es~gnation f~r __ ........._ __ _ 

for ~ all l~ds_~thin__j;he ~\miva]{_R.efuge,..:~x~~.P_t ____ ·_ . 

---~:......-_.::f:...::o~r--,-_1;hos~_lan~_se_lecte_d ·_by_ !=J:le_:_N~ti ves ~nder __ . --:-...,......,_ __ 

.the .Native .Claims Act . 
------,-...~-----

--~-Sincerely, 

. Bruno Hanneman ------..-:.....----:;=. "- . 

1840 Alvarado NE 

4 .. ,f/b"(" . ~G·j__ 8-7 l~o . 
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555 Peru Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
Nov. 8, 1973 

Regional Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 ·D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I've been reading and hearing about the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge off the Alaskan coast, and strongly recoi:liilend that it be 
put in the Wilderness System--all of it except what lands the 
Alaskan Natives choose under the Native Claims Act. I understand 
this would make the total roughly 2t million acres. 

I don't feel that the fact that snowmobiles are now used ~the 
Natives instead of dog tea.cs is a valid argument against this area 
being designated wilderness, for this is a prior existing right 
that• s permitted under the Wilderness Act. 1!oreover, it helps 
the Natives in their subsistence living. Also, their reindeer herd
ing assists them in maintaining their subsistence pattern-this is 
no real hindrance to a wilderness refuge system. 

As to suggested possibilities that a road be built around the en
tire island or that the military might want it, these are strong ar
guments for saving the priceless natural values of Nunivak Re~ge 
by including it in the Wildsrness System. 

Please make this letter a part of the official hearing record. 

Again, I urge tha~ except for the lands selected ~ the Natives, 
all of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be given the protection. 
of the Wilderness System as soon as possible. 

Sincerely 

B. R. Harms 

cc: Congressman Don Clausen 

l 
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Regional Di~ector 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and \'lildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

67 Estelle Court 
Arcata, California 95521 
November 3, 1973 

Thanks to an alert from The Wilderness Society, I becaT'le aware this \'leek 
of the debate over wilderness status for NtJnivak Island in the Bering Sea. 
There are many such alerts in these days of concentration upon \'lilderness 
classification of un.desiznated public la!1ds, keeping pace with the time 
schedule imposed by t!1e \'lilderness Act. As a college professor who never 
seems to have sufficient tine for anything but the academic demands, I 
seldom can respond to these alerts. 

Occ~sionally, the plig!1t of a region \'lith \\'hicll I am personally faT'liliar 
is to be decided, and a response is inperati ve. Such is the case with 
regard to Nunivak Island. In 1q57, before Alaska statehood, I served in 
the territory as a Naval Aviator stationed at Kodiak. One of ny squadron's 
assignments v1as to fly a· daily "ice patrol" from t he time of spring break-
up of the pacl;: in the Bering Sea until the pack began to r .efom in the fall. 
Enroute to and from such places as St. Lawrence Island, Cape .Prince of \·/ales, 
and NoMe we always flew over ?\'univak, and frequently deviated fran course 
somev;hat to look at some different part of the island. 

I recall marvelling at the apparent pristine quality of landscape over the 
great bulk of t~1e island, south of the villa ; e of ~ ~e }:oryuk. It indeed \·:as 
"an island in tine", deserving of every ounce of protection that could be 
afforded it. There '"ere no roads of consequ~nce, am evidently there still 
are none. There was no technological intrusion such as the large radar 
sites on St. La\:"re nce Island and Cape Newenham. There '"as no reason to be
lieve then, and moreover none exists today, that this out-of-the-way island 
need suffer the infringeMents of civilization, so long as the needs of the 
residents of }~koryuk are r espected. 

For the sake of wild Alaska, at a tine uhen exploration and exploitation 
of the State proceeds at a l:eener p a ce than ever, I urge you to forna.lly 
dedicate as wilderness as much of Nunivak Island as possible. Renember, 
once ,..;ilderness is forsaken, it can never be replaced; conversely, \·did
lands officially designated by Congress can always be de-classified by 
Congress, should a national emergency so dictate. Please place ny letter 
in the record of hearing. Thank you. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~'{..~ 
Assistant Professor, Geography 
Humboldt State University 
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Box 4181 
san Rafael Calif. 94903 
Nov. 11,. 1973 

Reg1 onal Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, · A;J.aska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

- ~ 

. ' 

This ' is written to supp~rt maximum wilderness' classification 
on Nuni vak :t-.TWR. ., .. 

In the Bureau's proposal brochure, .the most substantial reason for 
rec02nending against a Nunivak ydlderness seems to be the fact that 
snoW!Ilobiles are used by :the . Natives for subsistence. While this 
use certainly . reduces the .Purl ty of wilderness to a degree, 
there is room· for such a .pre-existing use .under the .. terms Qf the 
Wilderness Act. · · · 

. e · Boundary difficui'ties .. are· not . good .re.as.ons for rejecting wilderness •. 
. The water boundary of Nunivak should be exactly defined, but this 

· . need not happen before a wilderness proposal is drafted. Native 
clafms . on the · island under .the Alaska Native Claims settlement . 
will shortly b.e complete,' leaving no further uncertainty. 

The Alaska state Highway Departme .nt 's proposal for a ·possible loop 
road around Nunivak should not be carried out. Wilderness · classif
ication would be ~n excellent . way to counter this threat. 

Military claims for the use ·af · Nunivak~ like the boundary ·problem, ·· · 
should be settled in Congress, perhaps as part .of a Wilderness .. 
~ill; but they need not impede a wildern&as proposal • . 

As tor the positive wildlife values or Nunivak, . no one doubts them. 
Th.is .. ls not only vJilderness, but prime wilderness: it should be 
given formal classiti~ation to match. 

I ·WOuld appreciate your enclosing this letter in ·the hearing record. 

Sincerely, 

oJ~1~4 job.; Hart 
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·. ~, 207 East 15th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10003 

.,.. November 8, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I strongly urge you to place the Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System with the exception 
of certain lands which are to be selected by the Natives 
under the Native Claims Act. 

We must take every step to insure that lands of 
this nature remain in the National \-lildlife Refuge System 
with as little encroachment as possible. 

MCH:sr 

cc: Congressman Edward I. Koch 
26 Federal Plaza· 
New York, N. Y~ 10007 

Melvin c. Hartman 
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· ELIN.OR B. HARVEY, M . D . 

BOX 1427 

Bureau of.- .J,¥~~U. ALASKA 88BOI 
.~Pc n;heg~ ~~arfib · ~ 

. ~ E C El V .&"' .IJ.e 
. , ' ' f 0 - . 

November 13, 1973 NOV 1 ~ 1973· 

Office of the Area Dlr . · . ector 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Regional Director 
Bureau of · Sport Fisheries and. Wildlife 
Alaska ·Area Office · 
813 D Street 
·Anchorage, . Alaska· 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please enter this letter as part of .the official record in relation to 
the Nunivak Island Wilderness proposal. 

I strongly urge and 'recommend the inciusion in the Wilderness area all of 
'the Nunivak Nationat Wildlife Re f uge, except for lands to be selected by · 

.· the Native people under the Native Claims Settlement Act. 

The ·use of snowmobiles .by the Native .people for subsistence purposes is · .. 
permitted under the Wilderness act and, therefore,: is not a deterrent to 
the establishment of the Wilderness Area. 

The State Highway ~partment's proposal to build a road around Nuniva~ 
Island speaks for the greater urgency in declaring this a Wilderness area. 
Nor does the· possibility of use .by the military pose an argument against -

.- Wilderness. 

Sincerely yours, 

~B- .~· 
Elinor B. Harvey, M.D. 

EBH: sm . 
· Air Mail 

cc: Honorable Mike · Gr·avel 
Honorable Ted Stevens 
Honorable Don Young 



Regionel Director 
Bureau of S9ort Fisheries 
Ale.ske J..roe. 0 ffic e 
813 D Street 
Anchorc:gc , Al&ske. 99501 

Deer Sir: 

Fort Collins, Color~do 

Nove~ber, 14, 1973 

2nd ':/ildlife 

-~~--
L • I 

I have studied the ".'!ildcrness .Societies 9ro9osal cllld 
rea s oninG the.t ,._~ost of :;;univc:.k Islcnd s ::oul d be included 
in the Lo-.tior.el '.'!ildcrne _·s P~cservo.tion syste;J. 

I find I ::Just disesree ·.-:ith the ·::ild.erness Society in 
this c o.se. If t he I sl 2nd e..nd i t s " s ub:1er.;cd l ends" c-,re as 
in-r,>ortc-.nt for r:ildlife ~.s the :il :lcrn es.:; Society sc:.ys , I 
b elieve it should be ~anc:~cd fo~ ~ildlife and the t~o intro
duced s9ocie s of se~i-~ildli f e . Cert a inly t h e Islcnd should 
be devoted to riildlifo end the n c tive i::ho.bit<~'1ts, but I 
believe ~ildorne s s cl&s3ifica tion ~oul~ nut too n c:ny re strict
ions on n ane.;o2 ent, or, ~ilderne.ss prcCc ] t s 2cy be viole.ted. 

~e need R certcin a~ount _of ~ilde~ness . But ~hen it 
cones to the Dr eservati:m end •:wlf2.r e of wild.l ife, I believe 
infori:'.ed manace:-~ent is better . 

Yours truly, 

. ~>:· .;; . 7/ce.r~c ~-
G. Lloyd ~ .::- ~~es 

IG . lloyd Hayes 
105 Palmer Drive 
Ft.Collim, Colo._ 80521 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & 
Alaska .Area Office J 
813 D Street 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

Sirs: 

. -

~ 

Nov.9,1973 

Wildlife 

Pertinent to the hearing on Nunivak,this is to request that 
all of Nunivak National ~ilildlife Refuge be placed in the 
~ilderness Systea,with final total acreage of 3,500,000 acres. 
This should then include all tidal and submerged lands. ~he 
exception should be only the choice of lands by the natives under 
the Alaska Native Claims Seytlement Act,permitting the Hatives 
the use of Snowmobiles to aid in their subsistance way of life. 

In the National Interest,this entire area should be kept in 
the National ;!ildlife Refuge System and not relinquished by the ~~:tPe 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries ~nd ~ildlife. 

Please include this in the hearing record. 

KindEJ_.st Regards _/, 

~~~ C<_~~~~~ 
L~wrence Heising~r ( 
180 Amador .nve. 
San Bruno,Calif. 94066 
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e· 
CLARENCE E. HEL.L.ER 

. , , , . SIS FAXON ROAD 
r- ...... " • .... ......,_. .....--: Wi•A l e . 

. J, -CV 0 · . . . ATHERTON, CALIFORNIA 94025 
R·EC~IVrJ . 

.:. .-•. (1 
) 

• · 1 • ;c~or 

_ :..-rcJ~, A ...a 

. Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
·Alaska Area Office 
813. D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 91 1973 

' . 
I strongly urge that all of 'the NUNIVAK 

National Wildlife RefUge be placed in the Wilderness 
Systein; except of course for those lands selected by 
the Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

This most special wilderness area; with 
its great scenic and wildlife resources of worldwide 
significance sh~uld, without question, ·be kept in the 
Wildlife Refuge System and _not relipquished to ·any one. 

Regards. 

Sincerely, 

1 
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Regional ~reet~r 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 1\ildlife · 
Alaska Area Offic·e· 
Rl3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

HAL W. HEPLER, PHD 
536 DIVISION ST. 
EAST LANSING, MICH. 48823 

517-332-2935 

November 16~ 1973 

J 
I suppart the proposal that all of the Nfnivak Wildlife RefUge be ·in
cluded iri the ~ilderness System. Surely here is an ooportunity .to pre- · 
serve and protect not only the land but the way of life of the in-
digenous ponulation. · 

Pleasv make~ letter part of the ~fficial hearing . record. 

Sincerely your~, 

\\J-~ . 
· Hal Heoler · 

. ' 
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turoeu ot ::;l~rt r1:~1:1r;:,5 -o,d Wildlife 
R ECEI VED 

r.: 11V 9 1973 . . 
Office of the Areo Director 

Anchora<;~e, Alc.slc.o 

Regional Director 

-; 

HENRY J. HERMAN 

5 BAYBERRY ROAD 

ARMONK. NEW YORK 10!504 

Nove:::1ber 7,1973 

Bureau of Sport .Fisheries and Wildlife 
-Alaska Area Office 
813 - D Street 
Anchorage,Alaska ~ 99501 • 

Gentlemen, 

. ....... 

I · recommend, tha-t the Nunivak Wildlife .Re.fuge 
be placed in the Ylilderness System,exce!'t for lends selected 
by the Uative Eskimos, and should be kept in the National · 
Wildlife Refuge S;;stem and shpuld not be !elinquished by y.ou. 

- -·-··· 
• I 

... 



Nov. 13, 1973 

"' ("\ ,.....- ..... ··n·., i . ~yr· _,. i\ 1_1 '.J - ' i•. ) • ; 

c1~~ ; ":. ·.:· ":; .,~...,-;:- ,t.. ~ ,.; ~ ;~r .. -• :-- r 

;..11 : • ..::.rc·~e . ..:... .. ·. ~J 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area-Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Director: 

I wish you to include my letter for the hearing record in support of 
Alaskan conservationists who are recommending that all of Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge, except for lands to be selected by the 
Natives under the Native Claims Act, be placed in the Wilderness 
System. 

I am very interested in wilderness preservation and feel that we must 
act !1Q!!. to give our remaining -v;ilderness complete protection. 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. Roy H. Herter 
1033 Bornpart Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63119 

· r 
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Chartn1n Heston 

. . 
' 

. 501 Doheny Road 
Beverty Hills, CaJi.fomia 90210 
Telephone 213-278-8777 

·- ·~ · 

The American Fl!m Institute · 

. . . 

.__ •. 

·.·(f;l) . 

I 

. November 7, 1973 
---- ~I . 

Chairman, BOilrd of Trustees · 

Dear Sir: 

· · I am adding my voice to those citizens asking .· 
· for your co~ideration ofthe proposal to place the ·univak ·· 

National Wildlife Refuse in the .Wilderness System . . I am . 
aware 'of the contrary arguments·you must take into account 
but earnestly urge your deci~ion that this land be maintained 
·in a primitive state. · · _ ,1 

. . . . . 

I ]lew out·of the A lutians with the 11th Air · 
Foice ·zn World War II and have seen· Univak. it's a ·uniq'ue 
part of our .. wild(wness heritage and seems to me frreplai:eable. 
I hope your office will agree with me. · . . . . . . . . 

· .. 



~---· 

Regional Direc~or 

P. 0. Jox 1092 
L~keview, Oregon 976~ 
:;o-ver.;_ber 19 1973 

3ureau of Sport ?isheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D. 3treet 
"~c :.,Or..,.., e r.l.., s1ra OC> 5°1 ... '"U1 .. - ~s ' ... "'"l,. ~..... -~ / ,· ·J 

Dear Sir: 

It has cose to ~y atte~tion that ~11 or p~rt of 
:;u..'"1i v:-J,. Islar:d off t ie '.res ter~1 co:::.s t o: Al~'.sl:2. is oei::,; 
ccus ide red for 1.·!il :::~ er~;.es s st2. tus -u...1der t:1e ·.:ilder.-:ess Act 
of 1 o64 I ''""'d 0 -rc:t~ ·•cl t:1-"t t '"iS l ~-r,..., ic::l.., r cl i+-s t:;"n 

/ • '--'- .. '-"- - ~-- .... ._.. .... .1. - · --",J -' ....., '---' >J ;V 

sn:~.ll offs hore isl:-.::ds :::d t~e s\:r:::-otL'L~il"l.Z s ,_;_ bse.:.~ _:: e(} la.Y"J.ds 
ha ~:e a strild::; ':ariety of HilCllife o-: ~Joth ~12.ti:Jn.2.l a.:'!ci 
inter:12.tional sig.:1ifica.::ce ~~i -:h so::e S):ocL;s, s,_;_ch as the 
rl··o'o· ,.... ,1 Se'"'l +:...e -..._0., · "~""' 0 ....,~ ·""'! n '1 ::- ..... l")"'i' .... r'•~ l ~c: '"Jo.!n('? T1' ...... r"' T 

-.Jc ·c• ' .., __ .J .. u~•--~• ~·-.- ;:_, .J. c •• ••-- . ·- ~ -'-' -.J..~"o -'- ~c.-

"'' "'0 ,, .. ,,~~""'.L.~ - .-~ + !1., ... -'-'l t:> '•~e ...,""" 2G'' ::•C',_.; , .. os .. ~=> 'l.O 'r,r~;~. -;y on <.:..,_......, L._ __ ... .c. -.:.... '-' l,.. ~--........_ VA. ._ .V V ..... .___ · . .. .... - ~ -/ _ J ..,J - ~o.._:... _._ ...._ .• .......,~.- ...., __ ......,.-L-_...:;, ~.J.. 

the isl~1ds wil ~li~e for th2ir sujsists~ce livin; n~~ 
C ... r.L·~,, ·a ~ tr!'>r'll' .L.l',-, ""' "- :1 ,-, -'- ~ro ?"·Otl ;-p;o7'> <0 olr. .~'~ r: PXC 0 ')t ......... .J -- :.:t - ...., u __ ...... v _ __ v ........ '-' - - - ... ..... . . ..L~ ......t. e ... 1,...:.--, ..... ....., _ 
fo -r> a fP\·1 :~· nr1crn <~::--_, l' :'l f-~11C: ~ :I"'S li "e ~ . .., ;-.:'1-r ~··o · v ' -rl't~ the - _, .o.J. _ .... .......,_, _ .... - ...... v _ .... v.- ........ -..L __ ... ' ___ v -'--- _-~, __ _ _.. --v \ . - --

pri~itive char~cter of t~e islanJ . 

L'1. light of' these f~,cts , I urse ~."C'U to co.:.sider all 
of :;t:Di v.o.~~ ;:2. tio~12.l '.lil :ll ife _;ei.'u ; e '.Je plo.cecl i:: t~1e .!ild
e r.:-~ess 0:-·ste:: , exc e:;;t for the l an.:ls to je selected ~):- the 
j7a tives :.:nde r t~1e :~ c-~ tive Cl z~ ins Act. :'2:is '.-::-uld be 2..-"1 
"'re .., of '"'D '""' O'";.,..,'- cl,- j- t:',, ...., ·"'-' '' -- c ~cs .,. """:'Y o vou to co:-r Cl. L.,. ~1- _l.. l. -...,. .......__:.1.:._-l..l_, ....... ....;.. ,/ ' _,i•. J · . . ' . , •,; ' j _ ., .L .._. • J_ !....L..:... .:.:,- cJ .!,,. -

Sider the us e of sr:.o1·T::~ o -Ji J.e s by t~e :~atives for suosL;ter.ce -
~JUr)oses as a n sxistin; ri~:1t perrr.itte:::. U:!.der t~1e . .r:!.:.der
r.ess Act and t~J.?.t tie ~est -.,:Ic-.y t o assure that the r~2.tives 
c .., __ ·-: co~·· ti:1ue -: ~-: -3ir s::~s:.1:-:~ -~2:ce ~.-.r':_::- o: =-~:e ~s -:o pl:' ... cs :~l~~ 

- -. . ::,# . ~ ..::. ' ~, • ~ ~ :. . --- . - -- ....... - - ._. ~ - . - -- -
. . .... .... -
-· "' J - -

-..... -- -. ~ 

0ys ~em 2nd _:o "'c 
for other L::J. __ 

-..... ...... ' - - . • c _,_..._ __ . 

- -~- -~ -- J-- -
-·. - ..... -- .... ... .._ 

- , -· '~ ~ 

·- ~ .. s ::. -3 :· ~ • ' ~ -::. ~: - :_ ~ i 0 -~_ ' 

. - . ... ·-~: ~ : : . :. -~: 
. - -~ - ·. ·-:. -~ :.-. -. ~ :. :.- -. ~--

~ . _-._ - - ..... 

- . -. : .. - .:. - ........ 

..: -- ("' . : -- - ~ 
- - _,_,_ -- - - - - " - -· - - -~ · v ...... e 

That:k yo:.l 
I \-I i sh to ha ve 
i ng record. 

for t o.::L-.. ; ::.::.- ·t:is~:2 s i _-_ :; ~ c : _-.. s i.:...c ::' z~ ~ :. 2-~-~ c:c-.. ~ 
this letter ~s a pc rt o: the of[icial ~ear-

rely :;ours , 

.. 



.· · ' .. -~.., .. ~.,Ji~afldWildllf6 
· Burecl.! rP _.pO r •·· \ V E n 

• ~E C E ... 
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... _. 
. d~i\dUle 

.- rt fisherj~OO! ... . MRS. ERNEST L. HIRST 
Sureol.l of;~ c E I ~. E D ue..oe 83 AVE. 

-

KEW GARDENS, N. Y . t t41!S 

at 2-44 t-2e22 

~reo Oireet'l'. Noveinbe r 9 , 19 7 3 
Q"i~~~ •1- ·lro · ~.LOn'al Director 

· Bureau of Sport · Fisheries & Wildlife 
· Alaska · .nrea. Off~ . · 

-

813 D • . St . 
.Anchorage, Al. 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please use your best effm;t·s ·that 
the Nunivak- National Wildlife Refuge .be .. 
placed in the .t-lilderness System. 

· · . Opening this territory for 
commercial development would mean . 
_destruction of · its natural beauty 
and the · right . of its natives .. 

Sincerely yours, 

~--
Charlotte .Hirst 

. • 4 

.... 



] ' 

l· 

f 
J. 
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I . 

at stake m Hureau 01 .::'~Pun, .• :. ................. .:. · .... -··•· ,___ . 
·hearings this month. Please submit a letter for the hearing 

•r.:, 1,){ • ·• . . . . .. 
... ,,u,, r· J . . 

If· ~ •:.,,1.1, ; . .. .· 
· ·oo ·C E -~II· , ' · . . . , ,, . • ' , ·vi/<Jf·r . . . · r t . . 1 ~ 

ALASKA , . . . I . 
' .· i,9t' ··'J1 

. 
' I _J 

. . . 

· dlife values of Nunivak 
a~e of both national and . 

international signif.icance. · 
. . . record before· November 23. Letters for the record are criti· · 

cal in determining the ·outcome of a wilderness. proposal. 
They arc vital in this instance because the Bureau has con· · which search for food in estuarine areas d'uri~g migration, 
eluded that· no part of the Nunivak R.efuge should he placed and qther migratory birds which nesl in. ttie varied sub· 
in the National Wilderness Preservation System ~ Conserva· a·rctic habitats. Marine mammals inhabit th.e island's off· 
tionists are urging, on the contrary. that some 3.5 million . shore W;:tters ' and every species or' Pacific salmon 'spawns in .. 
acres QfNunivak Refuge be cl<issified as wilderness. ·. . . . its streams. A large rei~dcer herd roams the uplands, tended . 

At stake here are not only the natural values ofthis scenic · by Eskimo herdsmen. . . · · . . 
and un~poiled wilderness with its rich wildlife resources; but The wildlife values ofNuni~ak Refuge are of both national 
also the way or life or .the 250 Eskimos living on Nunivak · and international significance. The refuge's seabird rookeries 
Island. These · gentle people Jove the land and live in har·· . number among the . wo'rld's largest, containing millions of 
mony with lt, as their forefathers have done for over 2,000 blackleggedkittiwakes and common murres, as well as large 
yeari Their · livelihood depends o·n Nunivak's wildlife re· · numbers of pelagic cormorants, horned and tufted puffins, 
sources-hunting, fishing, trapping and reindeer. herding. . parakeet and crested ·auklets and pigeon guillemots. Nesting 
.Wilderness protection under the Wilderness Act will there- io mixed colonies on the spectacular. precipitous cliffs, the 
fore not only preserve the. refuge's natur'al values," but it will · birds primarily frequent the Cape Mohican, Ingri Butte and 

·also ensure-by the best means-that Nunivak's citizens Datheekook ·Point areas. The survival ·of these birds-im-
. · can continue their subsistence way of life. Without the · portant components of1 the ocean ecosystem-depends on 

' . Wildc1fhess·~ct's legal 'protection, bureaucratic decisions the protection of their nesting colonies and offshore feeding · 
cou)d niter the wilderness character oft he is .. land. · .· .. A ·.· . grounds. ~mperor geese and b.lack brant are .particularly 

• • • 
WI' · numerous m the fall when they make 'YJdt; use.pfeelgras_Un_ . _ 

lag000 UOd bayS al.QOJt the island's s.oult!r• Cn •one! "'"' tuft 

t 
' . 



. 
.· 

Dear Sir, 

turecu of !::;l~rt f;~t-eri~ or..:! \V;:c;liie 
rtEC E IVE.) 

1 . '9-'"1 h('. - . ·1 {j 

Ot1ice cf •he ~-~c o;rector . 
·· ,v.c.t.;;rao;e, Ale;~ 

Nov. 15, '73 

It is crucial that the Nunivak Refuge be designaj:ed 
as wilderness .• . Under the Alaska National Claims Settle-

. ment Act, ·the village of Merkoryuk and other selected 
lands should ·.be obtained by the Eskimos living in Nunivak~ 
The rest of ·the land should be placed on the .Wilderness 

. System.· 
~~c~rely, 

. ~UJl~aoO 
Robert HollJa.~ 
.24o9 Hailnett NE 
Albuq, · r~M 8_7110 



, 

@ 
(f/ef()~ 31/ /9 75 

Oit..-I of •he / c<<~ C.~ire:~~· 
Hlchorc.;c, A;.-:.:,',..;1 

Regional Director 

) 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 

v J r K I fl. ;-/on-ha.fc;.., 

~ 115 kfc l)o..~ ~f-. 
Fans . c t-, u.(c.~) Vo. · 

8]3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950] 

Dear Sir: . 

I am sending this letter so that it may be placed in 
the record of hearings concerning the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

The Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife's proposal to 
deny wilderness classification to this island refuge must be 
re-examined, and hopefully, discarded in favor of one more 
closely aligned with the character and needs of not only the 
island itself, but of its Eskimo inhabitants. 

The Alaskan conservationists who recommend that the 

~~0 1:~. 

refuge be placed in the Wilderness System have carefully 
investigated and documented all the conflicts cited by the Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife, and have found them to be unfounded 
and inconclusive. To apply wilderness designation to a major 
part of Nunivak Refuge would preserve the values inherent in the 
area and also the way of life as practiced by a people for over 
two thousand years. Surely reasons such as these deserve action. 
However, the actions proposed and supported by the Bureau of SF & W 
do not take into account the major concerns at hand. Therefore, 
they should be actively opposed, and eventually, disregarded. 

5~euu£j--1 
W1e(· a 'Xk-n&r~ 
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Re~ional Dlrector 
Bureau of Sport Fl sheri es 
Alaska Area Offiee 
813 D Street 
Aneho ra~e, A.l ask a. 

99501 

/ 

a.r1d "fil d11 !' e 

4000 4th !.v-e., Thrth 
Great Falls, 1-bnta.n!l 

c;oaol 

!bTemb~r 15, 1973 
· --- -- .. Dear Sir; 

e · 

I' am wr1.ti~ to reauest that o.11 lR.nds included in the 
Nu.nivak National ";"~~ldlife Refu~e b9 included into the "'tl,r!ernes~ 
Preservation Systemo surely, 8 rrure~u such ~B yours estR.b1i~hea to 
protect wildlife specie~ cqn be so ~hort-~it(hted as to ~11ow 
such a tremendous opporturd ty for wildlife to be comorom1 sed 
becoause of negli~ence. 

Sincerely, . , -// [) __,;;- II 
fl ( J-7 7/.... ,' : - ~ j • ~· Z. v. / vr'-''.. ' (__ · · /) L 0 c ·· _ , 

Thomas v.. Ho~bik 

i 
i 



,. , 

j . •---· - of .. rt Fisheries and Wildlife 
Bureau .. po 

IE C E I'(. .~ 0 
November 21. 197} 

t~ov . 2 61973 
Office of the Area Director 

Mchoroge, Aloslc.a 

Regional Director 
Bureau ·or Sport Fisheries arid Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 . 

ReaNunivak Wilderness,Alaska 

Dear Sira 

Please register~ name aa .a suvport~r of the proposal 
o£ the Wilderness Society of which I am a member. · 

. . . . . 

As you .are well aware of the spAcific arguments o£ the 
Society I do not have to repeat th~se • . 

. At pre·sent vi th · the scarcity of fuel another · argument is · 
added · ~nst the use of snowmobiles. 'Ihe Alaskan vine 
lin!:! is already an enormous dent. in the preservation. of 
naure and wildlife, so please save this island~ 

Dr. Maria Horss 
Carol ·Drive•R.R. 4 Box 
Hopewell Junction.N.Y. 

Sincerely 

518 ·/~~ 
125}3 



November 4, 1973 
Robert Hosler 
7657 Coldwater Cyn. Ave. 

C.>':~'. ' •- .. 

No. Hollywood, Calif. 91605 

Regional Director 

) 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirt 

You are urged to place (or recommend placement) of all of 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge in the ~·,rilderness System, 
except for lands to be selected by the Natives under the Natives 
Claims Act. The total area recommended is approximately 
3,500,000 acres; however, this Wilderness Refuge should be kept 
in the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Please place this letter in the official hearing record 
relative to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Robert Hosler 

cca Sen~tor Cranston 
Senator Tunney 
Representative Corman 
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Nov. 11, 1973 

) 

Regiojal Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Hildlife, 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99)01 

Dear Sires, 

Having Just retUrned from a trip from my home to Victoria, B.C., 
and having seen in shocked dismay the waste of the natural beauty 
and resources of our country, I urge ycu to sppport all efforts 
of Alaska conservati onists to preserve all of the N~mivak f1ational 
WiliD.ife Refuge in the National 'ililiD.ife Refuge System. 

We have already preserved too little. From now one, we must preserve 
the maximum, no matter what the cost, if t here is to be any future. 
I request that this appeal be placed in t he hearing record. 

Yours truly, 

William E. Ho~ston 
702 - 16th St. 
Santa Monica, Calif. 90402 



Regional Director 

1522 Stanford NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
November 14, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs; 

This letter is a statement of op1n1on regarding the designation of 
the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge as a Wilderness Area. Please place 
this letter in the hearing record. 

We fully support the position that Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge, 
including all tidal and submerged lands in the refuge but excluding the 
village of Mekoryuk and areas to be selected by the Natives under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act, should become a part of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

We feel that the preservation of Nunivak Island in its natural state 
is essential because of the abundance of wildlife species which depend upon 
the island and the waters surrounding it. As development' of Alaska continues 
in the decades to come there will undoubtedly be increasing pressure to 
do other things with the island rather than leaving it as it is, with only 
the influence of the native citizens. 

We know of many other instances in the Wilderness System where 
preexisting uses, particularly grazing, have not deterred the establishment 
of a Wilderness Area. Activities such as conservative use of snowmobiles 
by the local residents and reindeer grazing certainly should not be used 
as an excuse to deprive future generations of the preservation of this 
valuable island. We further agree with those who argue that there a re 
obvious solutions to the problems posed by the Bureau, such as imprecise 
boundaries of the refuge, the possible use of the island by the military, 
and the possibility of a road around the island. The tremendous value 
of the island in its natural state far overshadows these small problems. 

Please assure that Nunivak Island will preserved in its present 
state for future generations. 

Sincerely, 

~ /'' 

--:; ·~/_.1 .(__. (_ .. r L ; ~ i. -_ 

I / / ~~ 
.) . / / ~, ... ?_ .....,..-~ 

Phillenore D. Howard, Ph.D. 

,?; I j I L _. ~· ./~· ~ ;{ 
J'~!~/ [ / Jlt-.~ -: · ;1.-,!J//IJ 

Robert E. Howard, M.D., Ph.D. 
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J. 

Regional Director; 

i'.'illian: ~.~-:runt 
315 Shore Rd. 
Eu;lington Vt. 

C54Gl 

I request that all of i~univak r:.aticnal 7:ild-

life Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except 

those lands c osen by the Ka ti ves under t~e · l~a ti ve Clairr.s 

Act. I believe that the use of sno~wobiles for subsistence 

purposes is an existing right under the V.rilderness Act. 

So that the natives can continue their ~resent way cf 

life, with protection from change, Nunivak 'i'Jildlife Refuge 

should be placed in the Wilderness System. 

This area should be retained in the National 

Wildlif'e Refuge System and not be put under the jurisdic-

tion or· the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Viildlife. 

I request that this letter be placed in the 

hearing record. 

Sincerely, 

UJ d/;{4 ~\w J1(. ;kut 
~allian: .w. Hunt 
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Regional Di~ector 
Bureau of Sport Fishe~ies and Wildlife 
Alaska Ar~a Cffice 
813 D Str~~t ~ 
Anchorage, Ahska 99501 · 

Dear Sir: 

KENNETH H. HUSMANN 

P. 0. BOX 37 

BROOKINGS, S. OAK. 57006 

Burccu of !:pert F!:heries and Wildl:fe 
RECEIVE:> 

Office of the Area Director 
Anchorage,~ 

Nov~mb~r 22, 1973 

Hill ;-ou please place this letter in the h~aring record. 

I am writing to sup:;;:>ort 'tlilder.1ess design~tion for sone 3.5 million acr~s of l!uni vak Island 
and to urge that th-! Bureau not re-linquish th~ !:univak :-Iildlife Refug~. 

The b~st way to assure the continuation of native cultur~ and subsistence ~at~erns is L~ a 
wilderness I·Ti.ldlii'e refuge. Us~ cf sno:~--m~biles is a prior existing right p~rrr.i tted u-,der 
the ~ilderr..ess Act. Reindeer h~rding ~~ll not d~~age the ~Qlder.1ess and should be continu~d 
for the good of the native populat:..o::::. 

The Villag~ of MeY.o~~~ ar.d those areas tot~ selected by the natives, can and should be 
excluded from the rri.lderness. 

Bo-.mda~r def:.r.itio::::s for the Refuge and the '.o/ilder!less stould b~ no deterrent to 'tlilderness 
~ssificaticn. . 

':Tilderness prot-=ction is :::1eed~d to prev ::nt th1 builiing of roads ate •• '!his is in line '>nth 
The Eureau1 s statene::::t tha t 11 Cu~re:::1t r.:.anag~!T!e:lt is c.:..~ected pri:.1arily at p~otectin; the eco
locic~l intezrity c1~ the natu:3.l ~~1viro:1.'TI~nt. '!his is '1 :;-re-req'..!:..sit:: to n::J. ir.tair.ing .?Opc!
lat5.or.s o:!: ra:sY.ox and r~inde3r at levels of ~arir:u.~ sust ;,. i ne-d yi -:ld, ;;rote-;t·:..C::: i':.ab:.. :. ~-::; : :' 
sea t: :res :J.:1d otter nativ·3 •·~ildli:'e 2.::1d pro-:."idir.; o~?ort".l:::liti~s f:Jr sutsist~:1c~ 2:::11 r~crea
tion2l hunti:1g and fi s:1in; in 2cccrd3.::1ce ~·Tith applica·cl~ state and f~d~ral r<=6:J.laticns.! 

The island ~as not :;et lJ .~ ~r: us -:::d :'or rd li t a r;:,· purpos':!s ev~n tr.ou; h t~is tas b~·.m ~err;.:!:tt~d 
ur..der t~e Ex=cuti ve Order, t:::.is Crd.:r s:~ould b~ chang=-d to pre•J-::r:t t::.s isl::nd t ~ing used 
by the mili t ar:,·. 

The>.nk you. 

Ken~eth ?.. ~us~~nn 

-- : ::-.;:-:.::::::~r: At:::1or and De:IDol.":l 3.!ld Senators Atcur~zk ;.nd l<:cGovern. 



NICK JACOBSON 
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REALTOR 
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Ut-CU of ~;J<;rt•fl~hr ri · •" !W ildlife • 
R_E C E. I 1: . 

· . 1··i1V 2 ._· .;:, . . '- ,., ~ ,, ) 

. · · Ottlce of t~o .Arr:i1. Uir ~101' .. 
. · · AnchoroQo. A.lr:-.ku 

I . 

Regional• Director 
Bureau· _o.r Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorag9, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: · 

\ 

50l :West· 123 St. Apt. 13 
:New York, N.Y. 
10027 
Nov. 19 , . 1973 

and Wildlife·· 

' . 
" 

. . . r 
Please ·· place . all of Nuni vB..k: tTational Wildlife Refug'e in· t~e· 

. Wi"!~erness System,_ except -!or lands selected by Natives,: under 
the Native Claims Act.· With use of sno\-.rm-obiles for subsis-

·. _tence · purposes only. 

$l • 

it 

- ··- : -~--.- ._, . 

.. . 
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Surecu ~f S.pcrt Fi~lleri!lS ond Wildlife 
. lt"ECEIVED ~ --. -:-- t 

.. . 1 ~c-~-,., 
' I•J ·) . 

Ottice ot the Area Director · . 
' AnchcrC:iiiO, Alc3~ 

Dear Sir, 

November 15, 1973 

. . 
I firmly believe that the Nuvnivak Refuge must be 
cla.Ssified ·as .wilderness~ · ·11 

. . . . 
The. wilderness shouli be designated for all · the 

· lands within . Nuni vak, except · the viilage of J.1ek_. 
oryuk and· land selected . under the Aiaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act. 

~t,'·. .. .... . 

-
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. . 67 Loma Vista 
Orinda. Ca. 94663 

15 November 1973 

Surecu .of !:pert ri~~<:rit;S d ........ ~ •• ;" 
RECEIVE &J. 

, . r:., -1· l ) • ( ·r" 1 '"· ; ·. , r·~ . 
- R~gional Director 
_Bureau . of'.,~port ·Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage~ A~aska 99501 

Dear Sir: . 

. Please .save Nunivak Island and its surroundi&g ~~ters . 
(about 3. 5 inilli"on acres ) by inclusion in · the Vtilderness 
System. Mekoryuk and lands in the Native ClaimS Act should 
be excluded. 

The use of snowmobiles is not a valid deterrent as it 
is a prior existing right allowed for in · the Ylild_erness Act. 

The many scenic and wildlife r ·esources need wilderness . 
protection---not a road around the island as suggested by 
the Alaska State Hibhway Department. · · 

Pleas·e include this letter in the hearing record. 

Sincerely. . 

. :f~. f!t;·rdli #-~!I 
(~s.) Elizabeth w. Jewell 

• • . .. _....,..._ 
• :t . 
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November 13, 1973 

Regional Director ':,- ~' '- • • ~ : • •..,:; • ~~ r ~ ' 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 

;icCEiYE. 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to inform you of my support of Alaskan conser
vationists who are recommending that all of Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System. This 
excludes to be selected by the natives under the Rative Claims 
Act. Total acreage of my recommendation is approximately 
3,500,000 acres. 

According to my understanding of the Wilderness Act the use 
of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior existing 
right of the natives. I believe the BSFW is erroneous in 
its argument that snowmobiles would be in conflict with the 
Wilderness Act. The BSFW's other reasons for concluding 
that none of the refuge should be designated as wilderness 
are also not in conflict with the Wilderness Act, or in my 
opinion are far outweighed by the value of establishing the 
Nunivak Na tL:mal ~·lildlife Refuge as part of the Wilderness 
System. This area should not be relenquished by the BSFW 
and shQuld be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System • 

. I genuinely hope that you consider my opinion and others sim
ilar to mine. Will you please include this letter in the 
hearing record. 

Sincerely, 

~ f./}~~'-'-.; 
Steven R. ~hnson 
220 Fourth St.#1 
Ashland, Ore. 97520 

P.S. I am a Wilderness Society member, seven year employee 
of the U.S. Forest Service, and have presently returned to 
school at Southern Oregon College in Ashland. 



-~....,--,---.. --- --· - -

e Surecu of ~port Fi:l-l;ries end Wild'ife 
· RE CEIVED 

o:·- ; . 

43-Zl lZO Place. 
Bayside, N!Y. 
11361 

, . . , 
• 

· Regional Director 

12. Nov. 73 

Bure~u of · Sp~r~ ~isheries and Wildlife 
Alaska .Ar·ea Office 
813 D ~tre~t · 
Anchorage, -Alaska 99501 · 

. . 
De.ar- Sir: 

· Please ·place thi_s letter into · the hear-ing ·re 
the Nanivak Isl~·nd Wilderness. 

· I favor putting_ all of Nunivak National Windlife 
Refuge, excc:.t>l · for the f avr squar·e miles req.ul red by 
the hatives, into the · Wi _lde~nes~ System. 

The ·use of snowmobiles · by.' the nat ~ves should ·not ·. 
· .. bacome a problem ln . this regard. 

I fail to see ·any ~ecessity - for ~road arouna the 
island for m.a.ny yearss. to come. 

Sinceraly~ 

- * 

/L _, ~J.r·: ; -·1..--. ........ 
j.. .... \.... I J " . . 

I .• ' • 

W.W.Johnston 

cc. Seantors, Javist & Euciley. 

• 

. ·. 

) 
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. 53 lV'ALL STREET 
OQ.~Wildli e . · . 

~· r~·crt fi~enoS ~EW YoRK, N.Y. 10005 
ttECEIVE· . . · 

t the Area Director 
Qt\!Cfl 0 --'-

. ~ge, Ala:IOIW . 

Regional . Director 
Bureau . of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street : 
Anchorage, Al~~ka 99501 

Dear . Sir: · 

November 20i 1973 

.. 
a·nd Wildlife 

. I am writing to express my support for . the inclu
sion of all of the Nunivak Natiqnal Wildlife Refuge in the 
Wilderness System, except for · lands to be selected by the · 
Natives under the Native Claims Act. As a frequent visitor 
.to the ·wildlife areas . in the Continental United · States, I 
am very conscious of the pressure that our increasing popu
lation·"is ·putting . on these area~. I · think it important that 
we plan now for the future by inc~ng as much land as 
possible . in the Wilderness . System. 

Ple.ase include my · letter in the off lcial record 
of the hearings which you are conducting with regard to · 

· Nunivak. · 

mmc 

Very truly yours, 

- ~·r; c. · 
j "' -- . "'~""'"; 

I 
. Thomas Joyce 



·, . 

• , 

. Jgj_;~al Director 
· Bureau of _Sports Fisheries 
Alaska Area -Office 
81J p. Street 
Anchorage~- Alaska 99501 

Dear bir: · 

2402 ~E • . Strath~ore Avenue @r,
Balt~more, Md. - 21214 · ~/ 
November 15, 1973 , . 
. . .. C:ur~ of ~port Fis.'lar;~ and Wi/diife -

& Wildlife " e c f ' v ·e o 

fi:ov 1 g19z3 . 
Ott ice of the ,. ·a~ :lireMor 
- Al:l:horc:,Je, AJ::.,:Co 

I should like to have J>lac·ed in the rec.ord my:· letter of opposi
.tion to any action that would preclude consideration of Nunivak 
·National Wil~life R~fuge as ~~rt ~f the Na~ionai Wild~r~ess Pre~er-' 
vation Syste~~ .Becaus• of .wide :range of wildlite indigenbus• to ~his 

·area, because of the · ·protection needed .for the wide ~ariety of sea 
life and to · insure .the uninterrupted way of .life of the Eskimos ·. 
residing '' on Nunivak, .. the vast. majority of the acreage there sh~tild 
have . the · on-~oin~ type of seclusion that woul~ res~lt fro~ - inclusion 
in -the Wilderriess ~ystem. 

. . 

J 
-:- - -

/ 
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- -.-

.. 

·J j 

1714 3urnett St~eet • 
Surecu of ~;;>Crt fisheri~ arid Wildlife 

lECEIVEO . . 
· · Brooklyn, · N• Y. 11229 ·. 

·. Novembe.rl5~ .- 197:3 

I~ OV 1 ·q i973 
Regi6nal _Directl)r Ottice of!he Ar-,o o;r~tlf · . 

·Bureau of Spn~t Fish€H~e·a:nt¥ Wi.ldlife 
·Alaska Area Office 
81)" D . Street 

·Anch"rage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Siri· 

. We ~r~~ supp"rt of Alaskan Cl)nservati"nists who:are 
recommending that all of Nunivak Nati"nal Wildlife Refuge 
tQ be placed in the Wilderness Syst~m, . ex6e~t for lands · to 

. . be selected by the Natives under the ·Native::- ~lairr.s Act • . 
The ~ilde~ne~~ ~~fuge with its great s6~nic and · · 

wildlife res·r,urces shr,uld be . kept in the_ National -Wildlife !.. 
Refuge Syste.m.. · · 

,• Yours truly, 

.a 

-- . J 

~-

" 

·: 

I 

t J 
II 



·e 

GERTRUDE KECK 

.zes HUNORY. HOLLOW ROAD . . 
SPRINO VALLEY, NEW YORK 10977 

t~OV 1 ~· 1973 

om~ of •n. /..retJ_ Qlre:tl#" 
~~.Aic~.O 

November 10 '· 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sports _Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area ·office- 813 ·D .Street · 
Anchora~~, Alaska 99SOi 

Dear Sir: ·. 

I urge that the Nunivak Nat~onal Wildlife Refuge be 

placed in ~he National Wilderness Preservation .System. 

CC- Senator Jacob j~vits ·· 
Senator James Buckley 
Congressman Benjamin ~ A. Gilman 

Sincerely yours, 

., 

-



e. 

t -~ . !' _ ::-::. ~:r~~r 

···~J._.:;-.:,..!C~-.! •. ~,, .. ~..J 

/\1~-;;;:,. Ho,cocc T. I\eelcr 
2 8:3 0 Hacienda St. 

San .\\ateo, Calif. 9-1--1-0J 

.rl.eginnal Di.rE:ctor, 
Bureau of S~ort Fisheries and Wildlife, 
~las~a Area.Office, 813 D Street, 
Anchorae;e, Alaska, 99501 

Dear Sir: 

This is written to support the pleas of the conservationists of -· 

alaska that Nunivak Island and Wildlife area all be flaced under 
~ the Wilderness System. This unique wilderness refuge with all 

it's potential, should not be relinquished, to be ruined in 

the f~ture. It is now that wonderful areas such as Nunivak 

must be saved from road building, landing strips and the like. 

The peoples who inhabit the area, likewise need protection 

from co~ercalizm and provided a means for continuing their 

way of life as a unique people, with rights to protection, in 

their own unique enviro!l!!lent. Jl.ll 2.reas of -;:;he refu,se lar:ds 

with the exception of the village of :1lekoryu...1t, should be in

cluded in the Wilderness area. 

It becomes more and more difficult to find area5which qualify 

for wilderness, and at the time when this can be best done, 

it see:ns impe:::-ative that the Nanittak area be placed before 

Do by all ~eans, follow the recommendation of conservationists 
in adding t~is ~onderful area to The Wilderness, in order to 
protect, man, beasts, fish and fowl, and assure the~ and 
future citizens an area like this one. 

Sincerely, 



; 
I 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear sir: 

2241 Hanover St. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94306 
November 12, 1973 

For the record on 
Nunivak National Wildlife 

Refuge 

I write to urge that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
be placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands to be 
selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. This is 
a recommendation of the inclusion of some 3.5 million acres. 

I feel concerned about the fate of Nunivak Island because, 
as a professor at Stanford University, I wasLinvolved for some 
years in teaching a course on Biological Oceanography. In this 
I became more and more aware of the importance of maintaining 
the islands of the North Pacific in their pristine condition. 
They are nurturing grounds not only for land mammals such as the 
imported reindeer but also for native or endemic marine marunals 
and birds, many species of which are already in precarious 
condition, some even now on the endangered species list. 
I urge therefore that this area be kept in the National Wildlife 
Refuge System and not relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fish
eries and Wildlife. 

Myra Keen 
Professor, Emeritus, 

Stanford University 



• r · 

\ ·, 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Snort Fisheries and lN.ildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

Rt. l, dX. 22 
Thermal, Calif. 
Nov. 7, 1973 

\-Je should like to urge strongly that all of Muni vak National 
Wildlife Refuge be Placed in the ~ilderness System, except for 
lands to be selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

We recommend also that the use of snowmobiles for subsistence 
purposes be assured the Natives, as would be the case ~~der the 
Wilderness Act. 

We believe that the scenic and wildlife resources of Nunivak 
be kept in the National h'ildlife Refuf:re System and not relinquished 
by the Bureau of Snort Fisheries and 1(/ildlife. 

P.S.: We request that this letter be Placed in the hearing record 
on this matter. 

J 



Surecu of:.::; ;:.. ' ·. : · -~ :.~ ~ ' 1 

~ECEIVf.,. 

Otl•~" ::' · ,1C f ··:·c. .:; · :c-::'Y 
k;·:.:.;:;.cc;,e, Pt.:..-,~...., 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
Pl3 D Street 
Anch·orage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

7 Surrey Lane 
Canton, Massachusetts 02021 
Nover.~er 12, 1973 

and \·Tildlife 

Please place this letter in the he~ring record of Nunivak Nati0nal 

ruldlife Refuge. 

I write in support of the Alaskan conservationists who recommend 

that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness 

System, except for lands to be selected by the Natives under the Natives 

Claims Act. 

The use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior existi ng 

right pe:rr.rl.tted under the Hilderness Act. The best way to assure that the 

Eskimos can continue their subsistence W8Y of life is to pl~ce ~iv;k 

'Wildil.ife Refuge in the ~·lj_lderness SysteT'l. 

This unique ;.r.ilderness refuge should b e kept in the Nati -mal Hi ldlife ~efuge 

System and not relinquished b~.r the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ,,·lildlife. 

Yours truly, 

./ I' -:2 
/J~ ../1.<-#~ ~:ce~ 

Mrs. Irene Kelley 

, 



\}1•' · 

I:c3l::o :lt. C:o:-tcz, ~ -·l.:J. . . 0\1
• 12, 

Regio~Dl Dir8cto~, 
Bt.:5_1c~ u S~ort Fi •_;i:.crio s (':-: ~/il,~li.i.~e, 
Alr: s~;:;: Arcc. Office, 
813 D St. 
Anc~wrs £"C. .-ilnsl:n. 99 501 

Sir, 

'7') ..)• 

~&:Sur Kelly 
McEJ- Routr 
Conn, Colortdo 8J3lJ 

I ~:87G stL·.:.I.i·:::: ': c:.r:f:.-.~.l:r bot:: t~:e broc~.1_;.re senJc out fran 
your o.~.:"ice · ~: r:·: t~: :..: b:.:1lctir: o: t:·:e \·!il---~erno s :" 3ocicty, 
cor~ccr hin.= t::c c.:dvi::::':Jilit:-' o~~ ir;cludin:::; ::: =Djcr )o:.. ... ti:;n o:: 
l!uni7c.~;: I :-;L · r:d i! ~ t:.o :: <: tion ::l ';;ild.crno .::; ::.: J:rste::. 

I a:-: very ::L:c: : ir: ic:..vo:.' o.::: inclt:.i in:::; aL_ or .i:ur;i·rn:~ 
I:::;lc:n:::.s i~-: t:-,c :iiL:cr:lc :· _ 3y::;t2~~ , cxcc)t fo:· t::o:::;o L:r.ds :to be 
sel2cted b~· t::~ n: ,ti-te!J and luD:is r.:o',.; u.::;:} ·. j"or t:: ei:." villn;e. 
Th • ' · ·- 1 rc ~ •· · · · r.!.. .._ ~ .. b 0 ·' -'· 3 _!_ • · i 1 1 ; ,... ...., - ,... ~ o c-_..,.:LS ~,0~,..--._ ..... L ::.-~~O~" .... L.. l......J ~ ... '"""L.. ~ -·-..!...-~Uu t:... ...... .L-ve 

T~:e ::~ l"l3!-~:_.::D t3 ~-.:=;~iD3t t~·~c iuclusion o.f t::..i::; ~~re .:-: in ·.:ilc:er-
ne:s rJ.o ::o:c; s )~ ' to :~e to os v~:lic~. I~ is .:~d s~:..oL:.ld -:..n 
e --.. 3c::tis.l1_: .. -,-:_~::.:··.:~ c ·.-ri·-~:~ :~e o:..-t. ·. ~o :1~, .. :·_:[: n, ?· D ~-~ I ·:t~, !lot .. _"~clie .. ;e 
t:: ~ t t:~_s t:.:cs : .. ~ co..:.· t::..e L ·.::cJ. ·:: .. ;:.· t::0 n · .. ti~.-.::s -.·oLl.: ~: :· ,:::it~--·

eli~j_bl2. 
Pl G ~ so :f.:'Jc l L~e t:li::; 

o :Ci.'icL:l ::e~: :rin_;.J ~-.. ::;ld ir: 

: ·t" : .,...:. L/,ru..."or 

_:c .... e, .~~.:.. -·N:J •: ... -

st2 tc::e nt 
Octooer. 

of t1:e 

•.. 
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Regional Director 

220 Park Avenue 
Merrick, New York 11566 
November 9, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

Please keep the Nunivak Refuge within the National 
Wildlife Refuge.System. Historically, land developers and 
industrialists have flagrantly violated wilderness areas in 
their quest for the almighty dollar. 

By keeping Nunivak within the Wilderness System, the Natives 
would still be allowed to continue their subsistence way of 
life and snowmobiles · would still be permitted. Also, keeping 
Nunivak wild,would not interfere with the military's use of 
the land. The beacon of Cape '1ohican can still operate if the 
Nunivak Island Wilderness remains as is. 

Keep Nunivak wild, free and pure - the way God created it. 
The motives of conservationists are unselfish and noble, that 
is self-evident. However, land developers {including road 
builders of the State of Alaska) are looking to make money and 
win political power and favors. 

The amount of wilderness area left in the United States of 
America is pitifully small. Can we not even defend tiny Nunivak 
against road builders and land developers? Please save Nunivak. 

.. L 



Regional Director 
Bureau of f-port ?isheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D f-treet 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Regional Director: 

Jill Knutson 
4112 N. 27th ft. 
Arlington, va. 22207 
17 ~;ovember 73 

& '..Jildlife 

E. .· · . .::.~ ci ~;::err F i~her;;S and Wildlife 
KfCEIVEu 

r~ov 2 31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Having recently become aware of the situation with respect 
to Kunivak wilderness, I, too, urge that it (all of the Nunivak 
Wildlife Refuge) be accepted into the ~ilderness System excepting 
native selected areas. 

Certainly such an opportunity to maintain the diversity of 
wildlife should not be overlooked. 
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- .. 
Att: Regional Director 

Burea~ of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, .Alaska 99501 

November 8, 1973 

• 'Eurrot:JJ. W .. . 
and .Vildll.l "l ~~rt Fisherfea end Wi 

· · . . E C E 1 V E D . lldlifo 

Nn1v 1- :-
" . ':"\-~ 

• j '·'1 f.) 

To whom it may - concern, Clfic~.:" ·· 
It has come to my attention .that the ar~a ~,~~~~~~~ 

· known as. Nunivak Island contains large populations 
of birds and that its surrounding waters harbour 
many seals .and sea lions~ ·Though the area is now 
a national wildlife · refuge, I would strongy reco~end 
that it be designated as part of the -national 

· ·Wilderness system. This would include all of tliese 
THe !'and· of Nunivak except that to be selected · 
by the natives under the ·Native Claims Act. The . 
use· of sno·Nmobiles by the natives .· r6r their own 
s·ubsistence would not conflict with the Wilderness 
Act, sinc·e the .use _of 'these vehicles .is an existing 
right perm.i t ted under the Wilderness :Act • . 

Therefore I .submit that this unique wilderness 
refuge with its tremendo:J.s -scenic and wildlife resources 

·or both national an·d . ·internati Jna1 signifigance · · 
be kept in . the National 'Nildlife Refu~=r,e Syste!:l, or 
even . better, be made par t of the ~1S:ti '):tal Wilderness 
Sy-stem. I ·would favo-r either of these ·tw 1 pr~po-
sitions rather than have the area re·in.quisted ~ 
By the Bureau of Sport · Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Sincerely, 

. ()N:ttt<.ir 1; ,Kd-<{~ 
Andrew F . Kobel 

I request th.at . this letter be placed. in _the 
heari::tg record 

.Andrew Kobel 
81-30 Dongan Ave . 
Elmhurst ,N.Y., li"YC ,_11373· 
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llrle Horporttfll 
9426 E. lemon IJvt!. 
Temple Clty. Ctillf. 91180 
November 12, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

i~ E C f ; \.· : 

I strongly recommend that all of.the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands to 
be selected by Natives under the Native Claims Act. The total 
acreage recommended is approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

Further, the use of snoh~obiles for subsistence purposes is a 
prior existing right permitted under the Wilderness Act. The 
best way to assure tb..at the hatives can continue their subsistence 
way of life is to place Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness 
System. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic and 
wildlife resources of both national ·and international significance 
should be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not 
be relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~ildlife. 

Sincerely, 
. ) / -

{l1:{[ (Jt7 ,t_ .<-L 
Arie Kdrporaal 

'/ 
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. .....,.....,... 
Burecu ~f !:l)crt flsherle.s ond Wildlife 

R E C E·l V ED --
. . -

Nov. 

Dear ·sir: CM><:e of the Area DireCtor 
· Anchon;:.Je. A!oS:..O 

~ilderness Societybas aske~e and · others to write 

a ~etter pertainin¥> to saving Nuniv~. . PU:t us down in 

the. books as: going along with the idea. I must quote now •• 
. II . ." . 

Ali ' or Nuniv~ N~tional WJldlife Refuge be place in 

the ~ilderness System, 'ex~ept ·for lands to be. selected by · 

the .. ~atives . under the Native Claims Act. The to tal 

acreage conserv.ationists :ire recOimnendint. is approximately 

3,500,000 acres.-

Use of sno'WIUobiles for subsistence purposes is a 

prior existing ·ri£,t permitted under the Wilderness Act.·· 
. . . . 

The best wasy to assure th~t · the Natives cancontim1e . . . . .. 

their subsist.ence way of life is tc ·place N~~~uvak \iildlife 

Refue,e in the Wilderness .Syst.en:. 

This unique .wilderness r.efuee ·:..,1i th its trerr,endous 

scenic and . wildiife 'rescu.rces of both national and inter= 

national · si~niricance should l;:e kept. in the ~Iatimial · 

. . Wild,life Rer~ue:e System and not relinquished bythe Eureau 

. of ·Sport Fisneries and Wildfire." 

Thank you for listening and wishin~ . ycu and yours· the 

best of_ everythir~s .. I remain 

Yours truly, 

::a;s.f.,.,,s:,~~2 2¥' 
CHARLES KOllER 
9 1ST ST . 
SPRING VALLEY ~y 10971 · 

c a 
r • 



1!. [ C E ; V E ~-

November 6, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of·. Sport Fisheries and \vildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I should like to go on record in support of the Alaska 
conservationists \vho are recommending that all of I\'univak 
National t·lildlife Refuge be placed in the tVilderness 
System, except for lands to be selected by the I\'atives 
under the Native. Claims Act. 

As I understand it, the use of snm\T.lobiles for sub
sistence purposes is a prior existing right permitted 
under the t·lilderness Act. The best \vay to assure that 
the !'\atives can continue their subsistence \vay of life 
is to place Nunivak Hildlife Refuge in the t·lilderness 
System. This unique v.7ilderness refuge should be,kept 
in the ~ational h'ildlife Refuge System and should not 
be relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
l'li lc life. 

15 Charles Street 
N'e,...- York, N.Y. 10014 

cc: Sen.Jacob Javits 
Sen. James Buckley 
Rep. John Nurphy 

Sincerely, 

iu~t«~r~ 

1 ! I 
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November 20, 1973 
Buroqv cif ~port FisfliJfi~ t:tnd Wildlife 
' RE~liVf ·!;) · 

Regional Director . . 0 

0 

• 

Bureau of Sport .Fisheries r~tJV 2 ::11973 . 
and ·Wildiife ·· 

• .Anchorage, .· . .Alaska . Utt!Cb of the -,..reo L)irecTOr 0 

0 
0 

. Anchorage, AJ<l$kg . 

Dear Sir: 0 

0 

. . 
I am writ in~ i? .support of t _he .A~aska conse·rvation- · 
ists to recommend th.;?t all .of Nunivak National · 
Wildlife Ref~~~ be :· olac~d ·in the . ~ilderness 

· System, ·except for . iands to :p~ · selected by. ·the 
Natives · under · the Nati 'J e Claims Act. The t 'ota:L · 
-acreage recommended . is about 3,500~0°)0 ac!'es. 0 

I would like my ietter ·be placed in the. heariong 
record. 

/ . ·. 

··' st• n z:tx~~ . 
• ~ . • 0 ' •• 

·< .rs. F. G. Lacokmann) . 
. 3 79 5 N • E. 9 7 . 
·Seattle, 'lia s2inzton 

98115 

·, 

. -·----:~7_ 



.· 

Surcc:u of !:~ot Fi~:i~iies and 'f\':ldii:a 
. RECEJVE . .J 

' F 1 'Ia-,·,... 
•. l.} - ... '· 

. Ol!lce a'; •!'!~ Jlr'!C !)ir;:::~:)r · 

An~urc;ae. A!:;~:-.., 

Regional Director 

624 South 1-'..ariposa. Street . 
Jmoba.Dk, California 91506 
·November 7, 1973 

· . Bllreau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
. Alaska Area Office 

.· 

813 D ·. Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska · 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am vriting to support . th~ inclusion or all Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge in th~ W1ldern~ss Syst~m. I feel this island 
should be preserv9d in its natural state and I do not believe 
that the use of snovniobiles by the .Native·s, nor the reindeer 
heerding, are justification for ·not designating this area as 
"vilder.ness". Further, vild~rness . designation should not be 
vithheld because of the pending Native land s~lections. All 
areas, other than ~hose selected by ·the. natives, deserve to be 
protected under the designation of wild~rness. 

I'm requesting that this letter be pl~csd in the hearing 
record. · 

Thank you. 

Sincerely'.:.· (;. ·. . . ,, "d .~··· j .· 
l.}~ K- .Ji~. 
j Judith Lamb 

Xerox copies: Senators Cranston and Tunney 
Representative Rees . 
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p a .u 1 · ·1 a· z z a· r. 
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of'~!ZJa~ 
• 7i~820 HIGHWAY 111, RANCHO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA 92270 ... .. 

NOVEMBER 6, 1973 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

-·I 
I . 

BUREAU OF SPROT FISHERiES AND WILDLIFE 
ALASKA AREA OFFICE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

DEAR SIR; 

- :. 

( :; ·; .. '9 
• - < - ~ !· 73 

Cffice :;f 1!,~ .t ··~=- :1.!:~0!' 
~,Ale~ · 

PHONES: STUDIO 714-346·6434 
HOME 714-328-3919 

.· PL~ASE ~LACE THIS. LETTER IN . THE 8~S.F.W. HEARING 
RECORD · REGARDING THE NUNIVAK 'NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE~ 

NE DISAGREE WITH THE 8UREAU 1 S . NON-WILDERNESS 
PROPOSAL AND FEEL STRONGLY THAT ALL OF THE NUNIVAK 
REFUGE SHOULD BE ~LACED IN THE NATIONAL . N ILDERNESS 
PRESERVATION SYSTEM EXCEPT FOR LANDS TO BE SELECTED · 
BY · THE NATIVES UNDER ~HE NATIONAL CLAIMS ACT. · 

· THE .USE OF ·. SNOWMOBILES FOR . SUBSISTENCE PURPOSES IS 
A PRIOR i~ISTINQ RIGHT PERMITTED UNtiER THE W i~DERN~SS 
AcT. THE BEST WAY TO ASSURE , THAT THE . NATIVES CAN CON
T.INUE THEIR SUBS .ISTENCE . WAY OF LIFE IS TO PLACE NU~IVAK 
WILDLIFE REFUGt iN · ~HE WILDERNESS SYsrEMe 

THtS UNIQUE WILriERN ZSS .. R~FUGE WliH · ITS . TREMENDOUS 
SCENIC AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES OF BOTH NATIONAL AND 
IMt'ERNATIO.NAL SIGNIFI.CA'NCE MUST BE KEPT . IN THE · NA.TIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM AND NOT RELINQUISHED TO .THE 
BuREAU · OF --SPORT FISHER_IES AND WI.LD.LIFEe 
/ '. ~ · . .. --

. ~~OURS TRU ·~ ___.)_ . .6_~- .. · () . 
--·- . -· /1 J.! '('" >- } ~-, ~~- ..... __ . . 

. _ · r / _,'' !./ . 
. I- :eft-7&-;_~7~--;:~U 
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CARL R LEATHERS 
107 S BELLEVUE DR 
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October 25., 1973· $ .-suremJ·cr S;;C1 flsht:n~ ~d.Wllcflife . · 
. ltEtliVE~ 

NOV 2 i873 
r ·, 

- ~~ - ~'t~ · b~·nireC:tOr 
: 6-~~!!otOijlf, )~osk,a 

United Stat.es Department of Inter101" ·· . 
Fish and Wildlife Service · . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office · · · 

· 813 "0" Street 
Anchor~ge~ Alaska 99501 

. ._ : 

Atte.nti on Mr. loren \~. Croxton, Acting Area Director 

Gentlemen: 

.. 
• ;o! 

tl'" 

·Re: Nunivak Proposed Wilderness Study . 

. . 
. ... ( ---.. ' .... ~ 

Mr. H. D. lee . 
P. 0. Box 2380 · . 
Anchorage, AK 99510 

~ . . 

Review of the brochure transmitted -by the Departme.nt of Interior concerning._ 
·the Nunivak ~lilderness Area ·.Study indicates to this interested party that 
the Nunivak Island should not be ·appro'led as a ·Wilderness Area. The justi~ 
fic.ation for this ·request, .that the · isl~nd not be· considered for; a Wilderness 
Area, _is ·based- on .the following interpretation· and personal feeling. 

The Native .popula.tion tiould not be able to fully exploit their -potential to 
be se lf;..-suffi:cient ·and ·deve 1 op "ttrei_-r· ·herding indus try ·to the fu 11 est t:mder 
a _wilderness program • . The Native people have existed on the island fora 
considerable_· period of time without·. detrimental :influence to -the eco-system 
of the . island •. It is self-evident that they cari .continue to govern and · _ ·. 
develop the island's facility to thebenefit· of the ·uative people. . . . - . : . . 

Supervision of the resources ·by the -Bur~au . o-f Sport Fisheries, · Fi'sh and · ·· 
~lildlife Service,· Hould -enable mineral -extractive industries to exolore and · 
develop -.for -the good of our nation, any potential mineral development~ ·.· · 
The · containment of tidal limits within the twelve ·miie limit should be 
considered, or the limit of the ·continental shelf~ T~is would -enable · 
industry to ' explore the shelf areas for pOtential mineral provinces · • . _-

Public !JSe of the island for tourism and recreational ourposes can · best · b~_- ·· 
exploited by the Native people who · knm~ the physical requirements for exist;., 
ence on the island and have proven their ability to cope with -that environmen_t. 

There are sufficient wildern~ss areas now without creating additional areas 
to preserve the natural_ resources of both Alaska and the continental USA for 
public use. · 

It would be an - injustice to the ~eople to establish the wilderness in which 
the people would be denied their privilege and use of .the snow machines on 
the · island. It has apparently been proven that the snow. machine or off-road . 
vehicle . does not conflict with the island'.s eco-system, and. therefore would · 
force the Native people to use dog teams in the areas other than those . 
adjacent to their v i_ll ages. · 

.. 
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United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wi 1 dl i fe Service 

-2- . 

Bureau of Sport -Fisheries and Wildlife October 25. 1973 · 

- It is my firm belief that the ·entire isla~d- should be transmitted in _title_ 
. to the Native village or villaqes on the· island. and that the special ru)es ·. 

and regulations set . forth . by the ·united States Government Bureau ·of Sport . · · 
Fisheries and ·forced upon these people should not · continue. I bel ie.ve .that 
it would be beneficial for · the ·Native pf:!Ople to govern , their own island ··and 
it$ development, Which in turn \'IOUld 'el imin~te jurisdiction··by. both. the . . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries an·d .the National Wildlife Service over the island. 

Respectfu 11 y, .· .. 

··. f./o¥ 
.H. o. Lee · . 
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THE ·coNSERVATION . LAW SOCiETY OF AMERICA 
DIRECTORS 15TH FLOOR-MILLS TOWER - 220 BUSH STREET 

. SAN FRANCISCO, CAUFORNIA 9.\10.\ 

Ta.EPHONE AREA CODE .\1!1 • .9111-7500 

ROBJ!!:RT W • .JASPERSON 

GJtNERA,L.. COUNSEL 
STU .... RT R. DOLE 

DAVID C. DUNLAP 

ARTHUR FORMICHEL.L.I 

RICHARD M. L-EONARD l . 0 

.. · November 4, 1973· 

Bur~ou of Spcrt Fisl,eri~ ai!(!Wi!diife · 
l f C E J.V E lJ)ii"'. 

Regional Director 1~73· ---.:.__ - Bureau of · Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D-Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Offia;; of th61-re~ D:t~r 
'Mt.'loro~e, Ate.;Jcii 

. . .. 
Re: ·Nunivak Wilderness 

Dear Sir: 

·. I · ani. well acquainted with the coast of northwestern 
Alaska from Point Barrow thru Cape Thomson to Cape 
Newenham, .. and out to . the Pribilofs • . I have studied · 
carefully.- your report_ on Nunivak~ · 

I stt;Qngly r.ec.QllUll.end · Wilde.rne.ss ·protection for the 
entire island; except for Mekoryuk Village ~nd native 
larid selections. · · .. · 

Wilderness status for all the res·t of the island . 
will provide maximum protection for . wildlife, -·and for .. 
the primitive way of life of. the native people. 

Mechanized subsistence hunting~ ·a_nd herding of 
reindeer are a pr-e-existing right expressly · authorized 
under the Wilderness Act of 1964. 

Please make this a part of the hearing record. 

Sincerely, · . ~ 

41#/~~r/ ·. ,7U~--- Z.C:1 . , . ~{..; :.f!.tf'~/ 
Richard M. Leonard 

President 

... 
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The University·. of North .Dakota 
GRAND FORKS 58201 e 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

_. , 

No~~mb~r .· 19, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~ildlif~ 
Alaska Area Office 
813. D Street . 

. Anchorage, ·Alaska 99501 

·Dear Sir: · 

!ureOIJ ol·,. 
• . "'PortF· • . iiiJerlet . 

E C E I ~ and Wildt·r " ED Ire 

tvov 2 3 · . . . 1973 
OH· .· 

1C8 of the .. ...._ 

~·~rectQr 

.I· .... 

I have bee~ readin~ about the ~roposal ~o place the Nunivak Wild
life Refuge in the Wilderness System, and l . write in support of that 
proposal • . I would like to see the maximum area of .3.5 million acres 
put into the Wilderness System. 

Sincerely y~urs, 

~·· 
Robert W. Lewis 
Chairman 

RWL: bp . 
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ERIC LINDROTH. M:D. 

MEMBER LOS ANGELES COUNTY MED. ASSOC. 
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R U S S l I rJ T 0 N 
2524 4-Uh ST. 

SAN OIECO, CALIF. 92105 

Office of the Area Director 

· . . ~- .. ~·- .J __ .l 

De AI\ ~ 1 Anchorage, AlaslcQ 

'P t "'a.> .e ~~ ---1--Bv. '> '"" i_ L> <>c .s-~ a.< f~IL 0k nr; <A>n,l 

O'V\ ~.c; ~ f-k_r- -of -\-t0 \~\a~ o ~ )-..J\.1 V'l \ v a., l. 
· ?\cz:4Se- f\6c~ a\\ 3.; """;1\'lovt acre~ . c('~\UV\i vak-., e;.)cc~p.\.i~ 
\avJ> ~be s~\cz;okJ -ly-fte ~4~~s b\1\J~r-tR~ t-.Ja.tlv~ Clai~ 
.A c..\- 1 • i "' ~ IIJ i \ ~ """"'"'"' 'S y s -k ""'--'. ~ ""'Y ran Ct-<AJ "\ ""'for -h J 
s\'~~5tS., t>~~r"'-"~,e; -\-Rr-ea.J~~eJ WI~ ~"'-\.1V\c.-h-oVI wovld #vs 
k o~ ~ a c ~aM-c .z "-\)..sur v \ m ( ) \1\ o+ -l-o LAA~h. ~'-1-f..e.~ 
C.O \ o "",7 o + h v '"'"""....,._ -\;,~ i "'-_j s 1 s o ~ 'Mtl V\ "-j ~ -1-o aJI... er.e: 

..J-., "' r-~ ltr.A-:v.e ~..s k.~\10 rek~~ kl~ wi.J-k+£,.1': 9:co \o3y 
}kctr~. ~e·,r 52-X. ~lA~ """~.f.t.als o~.Svr\11vJ s~cLtt.s use 

t> f s \1\-oW \M.o ~~.\es- ~ rq.iV\ d<Z:.<l-\ ~ ~xJllAJ J 0 ll\-o~ +Rx-~ll\ 
-tl~ b~~r Wt.S.e v.n\J ~rLA e~> t.'\ &:-\-vr.,e 0~ 4 {-te W l lJ \Tf.e 
~.f ~~e S'/s~~ 
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~,:; . ._r ... .;; ·.:, ..... · .. :J 

Regional Di.rector 

830 Sycqmore Drive 
Palo Alto, Californh 
November 12, 1973 

Bur·eau or ~port Fisheries and Wildlire 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Bear Sir: 

The Esquimos living on Nunivak Isalnd certainly have a right 

to their way o~ lif~ improved by whatever modern inventions can be 

introduced without interfering with the wild life of the island, upon 

which the Esquimos depend for livelihood. 

Thererore as many acres of Nunivak as possible should be · 

classified as Wilderness and olaced in the National Wilderness 

Preservation System. 3.5 million acres would seem to be the advi-

sable amount. 

The N~tives hA.ve oossassed Nunivak for at least 2000 ye~rs. Let 

the United States government not repeat
1

in its disposition of Nunivak, 

the mistakes which were made in the treatment or other American 

Natives.-

The areas comprised in the village of Mekoryuk and those to be 

selected by Natives of Nunivak under the Alaska Native Claims • 

Settlement Act should not, of course, be included in the NWPS. These 

areas would be, however, a small part of the islsnd. 

I urge that 3.5 million acres of Nunivak Island be cla ssified 

as Wilderness and be placed in the N1VP System; and I also request 

that this letter be pmaced in the records of the Hearing concerning 

the classification of Nunivak Isl8nd. 
( 

1 

Very truly, / ] ' { , t - 6 . ' \Z ---. 
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Regional Director 

279 Ki rty Road 
Lebanon, Ohio 4;;.0:56 
Nove~ber 12, 197:5 

~ureau of Sport Fisheries and Tlildlife 
!Jaska Area Office 
81~ D Strett 
~nchorage, •laska 99~01 

Dear Sir: 

As an inter~st~d corservationist, I arr request
ing that you aocept. ~r.d i~clude this letter in 
the heariE~ record for ~he !':univak 'iiildlife 
Refuge. 

I NOuld ur~t that 3.a ~illion a~res of Nur-ivak 
Refuze be C'laasified aa iHlderne:ss. Itis ar~a 
cor.tains so r:.:ar.y uni...,u~ feC1tur~s - tur~drr:s., 
craters, la·;a flo·.vs, la:t:oor~s, s~a cliffs, aand 
dunes, c~v~s ~r,a bays, ~ountains ana but:es. 
Unusual ar.c.t varied ·Nila lar:ci ::..r.d sea ar:r:i::.c..ls 
inhabit tnis arec:' .• To· r.ative £skix:os, this 
has beer~ b.oil e for at least ZOC::J years anc. they 
have a ri~ht ~o expect to ccntinue occ~~y-
ing it ir, thf' sa.Q".~ r.:arTer (ir. ~arir.ory ·;;i t:J. tr..e 
lar~d) indefir.it~ly .vit.t.out inter!'erence. 

Let us l~ave sorr:~ of this earth untra.v.rr:ell~d 
by tr.e df'structive s.r.d defacir.a: tar:c.. of r:od.ern 
man. T~e ar~urr.~n:e of t~e curaau of Sport 
Fisheries e:r.ci 'i~ildlife 3.:'! r.ct valid and do not 
shew conflict ~ith ~he ~ilder~~ss let. It is 
i~perative th~t we se~ asiae untiia~uro~d areas 
for the eartn's ;·wil:ilife that is so rapidly ar.d 
in fri.;::ntenir:~·ly i~creasir·~ nwr:a.-rs faoiLl 
extir.cticn. I f~ar i ~ is CW.reauy later tl:lan we 
think, l stroke to save wild~rnt-ss ar~as is a 
strok~ ~o eave ours~lves. Le~ us put r~al 
h~an need ahead of ~reed. 

} Sincerely ypur~, .· 
. 111 / J I ;_ 
)1 i'-' t..< d ·1 tv :/'y' . K i..- L/...21. 1--1-d 

(Mrs.) Miriam H. Lukens 
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R E C E I ·,· ;. ,. 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

-· ---- Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 10, 1973 

~ 
~ 

Please support the Alaskan conservationists in their efforts to 
keep Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness and place 
it in the Wilderness System. 

Please place my request in the hearing record regarding this im
portant matter. 

I am sending copies of this letter to several Congressmen and to 
some Senators. 

The use _of snowmobiles in w.il.derness areas is a distressing idea 
to me, but I suppose that to the people living in the area, it is 
ea·sier than the older methods of transportation. Is it not al s o 
destructive to flora and fauna and, ultimately, to human be i ngs? 

Sincerely, 

G.:.<R-'-'r--c cl <-vv-,~'rr.J 
Evelyn C. Lundstrom 
1656 F.dmonton Ave. 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
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Mrs. Margaret MacBride 
1581 la Casita Drive 

San Marcos, California 
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e . dWildlife 

., u of ~pert Fishencs on 
~ure<: ll E C E I V E D 

t~ ov 2 lj 1973 
Ofiice of ihe Area Director 

,t.nchot'OQ8, Aloslc.a 

Mr. Gordon Watson, Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

) 

SUBJEcr: Nuni vak Wilderness Proposal 

Dear Mr. Watson, 

David McCargo Jr • 
3300 So. Washington St. 
Englewood, Colorado 80110 
16 November 1973 

I was extremely surprised and disappointed to learn that the Bureau is not 
recommending any part of the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge for \'lilderness status. 
It appears that your office is taking a more cautious. approach to wilder
ness matters in Alaska. 

The arguments which the Bureau forwards for not recommending Wilderness 
status for any part of the Refuge focus on the Natives • use of snowmachines, 
" ••• the commercial reindeer herding enterprise, pending Native land 
selections, imprecise refuge boundary, the proposed road corridor around 
the entire island, and the military's entitlement to use the refuge." 

· 1) The Wilderness Study Summary states that n. • • the most serious 
conflict with wilderness appears to be the use of snowmachines by Native 
residents for both subsistence and recreational purposes." The authors 
of this argument assume that the Wilderness Act and its supporters are too 
inflexible to accommodate special situations when and where they clearly 
can be justified. 

Since snowmachines are essential for the livelihood of the Nunivak 
islanders, their continued use by the Natives can and should be permitted 
under the prior rights provision of the Wilderness Act. If necessary, 
this could be clarified in the special legislation which establishes the 
Wilderness Area. Unless otherwise provided for in the Wilderness Act, the 
Nunivak Natives should be the only ones permitted to use snowmachines. 
This would minimize the impact of off-road vehicles on the island's wilder
ness environment and protect the Natives' established way of life. 

2) Likewise, the island's reindeer herd does not present a significant 
problem. It also represents a prior right; and, properly managed, there 
is no reason to anticipate that it will detract from or destroy wilderness 
values. 
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3) The Bureau has taken the position that· Pc>tential Native allotment 
sites and selection lands around Mekocyuk disqualify the remai.nder of. the · 
Refuge from being protected under the Wilderness Act. If ·this questionable · 
reasoning was applied to every refuge in Alaska, there .· would be .few that 

· would be suitable -for Wilderness protection so long as .Native land selec
tions are pending. The Bureau is establis~g a · bad precedent which could 
make many . future Wilderness withdrawals almost impossible. 

In the case of Nunivak, there. is no r~ason why Wilderness status 
should not be recommended for the major part of the Refuge which is '· :un
available for Native -selections. The appropriate Wilderness legislation 
also co'tll.d stipulate that those iands which are not selected automatically 
would be given Wilderness · status when the Native l~d selections · are 
made final • 

. 4) A1though the offshore boundaries are imprecise and eventually 
will have to b~ defined, preliminary Wilderness Area boundaries could 
be established immediately. · For example, a ten mile zone around the 
entire island would encompass most of the . existing . Refuge including Nunivak 's 
estuaries, bays, lagoons, · and offshore islands and rocks. Contiguous 
offshore sUbmerged lands could be prope~ly - identified at a later date 
by the appropriate authorities~ · · · 

5) The Alaska . State Highway Department's scheme to construct 
a road around the entire island is reason enough to protect the .Refuge 
under t:fte Wilderness :A:ct .. · · Suoh --e. ~ -and ·.the Cl.weJ.Qpment it would 
stimulate would . disrupt both important.wilderness values and the 
Natives• existing way of life. If it is correct that there only is 
one truck on the islan·d, there certai'nly is no urgent need to build a . 
road, much less one that will encircle the entire island. If this 
road is to serve the same functions as the one that is being co1npleted 
around the northern end of St. Paul Island .in the Pribilofs, then it 
is guaranteed to b~ useless. 

6) Finally, military use of the island appears to be unlikely 
in the foreseeable future. Unless ·the Department of Defense adeguately 
can .deronstrate that its continued right to use the Refuge is -essential. 
for the ·national def~nse, _ its entitlement .to do so shOuld be abolished. 

The Wilderness Study _Summary fails to 
arguments for Wilderness designation. 
weigh the stated counterargUm~ts • 

address itself to the sound 
In my judgment, these far out-

. 1) Inclu5ion of the Nuniv.ak Wildlife Refuge within th~ National 
Wilde~ess Preservation System would give it needed statutory'protection. 
Executive Orders lend themselves to impermanence, and what one President · 
giveth another can taketh away under the right political conditions • 
As pressure continues to mount to violate the National Wildlife Refuge 
System, so does the need .to give it statuto~ protection~ The Wilderness 
Act is the most effective and the only establishe d means for doing so. 



-·--·- ..__ .... _____ , . __ ·--·-·· ~ ·---- . 

.A.'he Bureau is unrealistic if it thinks that it can maintain the integrity 
/~·of the Refuge System without giving it statutory protection now. 

/" 

2) Perman~nt protection of the island 1 s wilderness values under the 
Wilderness Act is-the best guarantee that the islanders could have that their 
traditional way of life will be safeguarded. Many of the Alaska Natives with 
whom I have talked to in the remoter areas genuinely fear the encroachment of 
the white man ways. The basis for their fears certainly has been borne 
out in numerous places in the North. I do not subscribe to the prevailing 
Alaskan philosophy that the Natives should and will be "civilized" whether 
they like it or note. We forget that their social and cultural heritage 
is in many respects superior to our own. By protecting their wilderness 
environment, we will be benefitting both them and ourselves. 

3} The obvious reason for designating the Refuge as a Wilderness 
Area is to permanently protect the island 1 s numerous wilderness values. 
These would include the rich variety of ftora and fauna, magnificent 
coastal scenery, interior crater lakes, archeological sites, and the 
solitude traditionally associated with wilderness. 

Much of Nunivak 1 s wildlife have a low tolerance to man-caused 
intrusions. This particularly is true for some species of avifauna. 
For example, I contend that the haphazard construction of a road around 
the island will permanently disrupt. some of i.ts pelagic bird colonies. 
Such things have happened elsewhere, and it is not unreasonable to 
speculate that they will happen on Nunivak unless as much of it as 
possible can be given Wilderness protection. Furthermore, it is a 
matter of conjecture how much of the Refuge 1 s ecosystem is unique; 
however, it is probably safe to say that there are endemic species and 
subspecies of flora and fauna that are found nowhere else. In an era 
when we are blindly destroying our natural world, it makes good sense 
to preserve what we can. 

In light of the arguments that have be~n presented by myself and others, 
- I hope that the Bureau will change its mind and recommend the major part 

of the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge for Wilderness status. In conformity 
with the Bureau 1 s outstanding reputation as one of the nation 1 s leading 
conservation agencies, this would be the appropriate and farsighted thing 
to do. 

I shall conclude by reminding you of a relevant Biblical passage. "Woe 
to them that join house to house and that lay field to field until there 
be no place that they may be placed alone in the middle of the earth. 11 

Isaiah 5:8. 



• . 

,.tlease enter my comments into - the hearing rec6rd. · No reply is 
necessary. 

cc: 

-. 

Senator Floyd Haskell 
Seriator Peter Domi.riick 
Representative Pat Schroeder 
Representative William Armstrong 

· Representative Donald Brotzman 
Representative_ James Johnson 
Representative Frank Evans · 
The Honorab1e Nathaniel · Reed, Assistant Secretary of the 

. · :Interior_ for. Fish I .Wildlife; and Parks 
Yupigtak · Pista 
Mekoryuk ".row'n Council 

. I . 
1 



P. 0. Box 5.39 
Oakhurst, Ca. 9.3644 
November 8, 197.3 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
81.3 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We are writing to urge that all of Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except for such 
lands as are selected by the Natives under the Native Claims 
Act, the sum total of which should be approximately .3,500,000 
acres. 

In these days, sn_owmobiles used for subsistence purposes by the 
Natives should in no way challenge the rightness of this act. 

We feel that this unusual area should be retained under your 
Bureau because of its great scenic and wildlife resources, and 
for the protection of the Natives there. 

Please include these statements in your hearing record. 

Thank you kindly. 

~espectfully, yours, 
' ·, 

'· J. D. and H. P. McClymonds 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir; 

and Wildlife 

610 w. Third 
Cheney, Wa. 
November 10, 

st. 
990~4 1973 

l!7 

My husband and I wish to support the recommendation of Alaskan 
conservationists, that approximately 3,500,000 acres of Nunivak 
Wildlife Refuge be placed under the Wilderness System. This would 
include all of Nunivak Wildlife Refuge, except the village of Mekoryuk 
and the areas selected by the Natives· under the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act. We believe all tidal and submerged Refuge lands should 
be included. This may necessitate the establishment of newer, clearer 
Refuge boundari.es. Nith so few wilderness areas remaining we need 
to change our priorities in regard to lighthouse, military, and naval 
use of the island. 

We are opposed to the Alaska State Highway Department•s proposed 
road around Nunivak Island. In our own minds there is a conflict 
between the use of snov~obiles and a wilderness environment. However, 
we do believe the native Eskimos need the use of these vehicles for 
reindeer herding purposes. We feel the snovnnobiles should be used 
only by the native Eskimos. The reindeer herding has not yet inter
fered with the wilderness character of the Refuge, and it is a 
necessity of the native Eskimos. Therefore the enterprise should be 
allowed to continue a t its present l evel. 

Please enter this letter in the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge Wilderness hearing record. Thank you. 
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Regional Director 
Bur~au of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 

813 D Street 
Anchorage Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirr 

TN 71ft= 

~E(:J07CP 

tt:iJ 
~/ 

I am writing this letter to urge that the Nunivak Island 
~~ !- r ~. {_-: ~·- • 

Wildlif'evbe put into the Wilderness Preservat~n System. This 
area is of world renown for it'e large herds of musk ox and 
varieties of bird·s and water fowl. The best and only way to 
protect the existing values in this area is to include the land 
in the Wilderness System. 

I fully support the proposal for a Nunivak Island Wilerness 
Area of 3,500,000 acreas. This should include all of the island 
and the adjoining coastal an;~ minus the village of Mekoryuk and 
the land withdrawn under the Ala~kA Native Claims Act. 

The arguements against :;the establishment of a Wilderness 
Wildlife Area are very weak. The use of snowmobiles and the 
herding of reindeer still leave the area in a "substantially 
untrammeled condition". This is the primary criteria of the 
Wilderness System. The establiehment of the Wilderness Area 
would allow these .activities- to contin11e as valid pri or uses. 
The pending withdrawals of the Eskimos under the Native Claims 
Act should have no effect on the decision for a wilderness. 
Assuming they do withdraw certain of the lands, a Wilderness Area 
for all of the remaining lands would be the best method of 
protecting the Natives use of all of the island. 

This unique area should by no means be relinquished by the 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife but, on the contrary, it 
it should be preserved together with it's well known scenery 

and wildlife in the Wilderness System •• I enthusiastically support 
a proposal for a 3.5~0,000 acre A~A. 
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HUGH B. Mt:INTYRE, M.D., PH.D. 

NEURCL.OuY AND E:L.F;CTROENI:EPHAL.OGRAPHY 

UI:L.A 

. ; 

November 7, 1973 

Regional Director 

HARBOR GENERAl... HOSPITAL 

1 000 W. CARSON STREE:T 

TORRANI:£:. CALIF"ORNIA 90509 

PHDNEB! 32B-23BC 326·3570 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wild! ife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

This Jetter is written in support of Alaskan conserva
tionists who are recommending that the Nunivak National 
Wild Life Refuge be placed in the wilderness system, with 
the exception for lands to be selected by the natives under 
the Native Claims Act. I concur with the use of snowmobiles 
for subsistence purposes and understand that this may be 
considered a prior existing right permitted under the 
W i I derness Act. 

Would you please place this letter in the hearing 
record. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

lft57J.c._zN 1J' r:e-
Hugh B. Mc(ntyre, M.D., Ph.D. 

HBM/bf 
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· 167 EAST 67TH STREET, 14A, NEW YORK CITY 10021 

. ... 

· l':ovember 14, 19?3 

Regional Dir~ctor 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife . 
Alaska Area ·office · 

.. 813 D Street· 
Anchorage, Alask~ 99?0l 

Dear Sir: 

I urge . that }Tuni~9.k National ~rlildllfe Refu'!e .be · 
placed in .the ~.f1lderness System; wxceot for lands 
to be ~elected by the Natives under the· Native 
Claims Act. · 

P.lease p-lace this letter ln the.hear1ng record • 

. · Yours· very truly, · 
i 

•\\ ,,, --\.~ "'-~ .: 

· (t1rs. Char les ·M. · Nciane) 

: -
- I • · 

.. • - -
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A FAWCETT PUBLICATION 1515 BROADWAY NEW YORK.10036 TELEPHONE 212 869-3000 . 

-

- 1· .·· November 9, 

Regional Director . 
Bureau ·or Sport Fisheries and . 'Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office · .. 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I should like to express my sup- . 
port · for the placing of all ·or Nuni vak · . 
National Wildlife Refuge in .. the Wilder-· 
ness System, except for lands selected . 
~by the 'N·ati'O"es under the Native .. Claims : 
Act. Nunivak's resources are unique · . · 
.and of international· significance and · 
·must. be preserved.- · 

Please place thi_s letter in ·the '. 
hearing ·record. 

Sincerely, · . 

~~;~£ 
Marcia ·B. Marks 
Writer-Editor 

r" -
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Ill S:.!mner R oad 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
81; D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs 

e.nd Wildlife t\ 0 V t. : 1~73 
Office of the Areo Direct()( 

Anchorage, Alosl<o 

I am writing to express~ opposition to the Bureau1 a 

of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife conclusions that the 

NUnivak Refuge should not ba placed in the National 

Wilderness Preservation System. I must recommend that all 

of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness 

System, ezcept for lands to be selected by the Natives 

under the Native Claims Act. The total acreage is approx-

imately ,,500,000 acres. Use of snowmobiles for subsistence 

purposes is a prior existing right permitted under the 

1 Wilderness Act. The best way to as5Ure that the Natives can 

J continue their suasistence way of life is to place Nunivak 

Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System. This unique 

wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic and wildlife 



--.. .• 

resources of b_oth n~ ional and international significance 

should be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System and not 
. l . . •. 

relinquished b,y the . Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. . . 
. . 

Please include this ·letter in the hearing .. record. And 

pieS.:se do · everything in your power to · a.ssure ~lacemetit . of · · 

the Nunivalc Refuge in the Natione.l ·wild~riiess Preservation 

lystem. · Thank you for your interest. 

Sincerely, 

- ~~-
.. . I .. 

· Brooke MaXwell · 

· oca · Senator Edward Kennedy 
. ' . . 

Senator Edward Brooke 

Representative Robert F. Driimn 
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. lliMR~~te. CmdWildl;f. 
. · lt~ffV!D · . 
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. ~;j7 ·,@ 
. Lj() ·Cor-It:.. Cor/ovtt . · · 

e ·· _. ~ ~v· . ~ .. t _.. • . , • 
.. : !. . . ... •, 

. ~remhraeJ CA · 9~'!07' 
Alovemher ..<o.) 1173 · 

Kt:j ion4J 0/recior W.it.rn ;t;~nbtMtr. eosin Studies . 

Bureau of Spor,J- Fisheriesrt'TJ:);;d /J'k.. 
Alas*. a. Arett Ofh'ce . .. . . 

. ~ofSpQft~ ... ~ 
. tlCitV•o . 

813 D 5trce+· .. 
fmc:f?or:aje_, A-/askCJ. Cf15ol. · · 

Dear ·· Sir: . · · . ' .. 
. ' . ' . . . 

· · · 1 · UJou/J /J~e fo l!ok._e my Supp~r-1- ·fdr j/vJ'n_y 
-fhe /s/and ·and ·wakr.s . of Nun/vqk Jon;~ lcrm _ /eyal 

. profa--hon .. under .. the. lj)J)de,;ness _ Acf (Jf 1'!6~ I .. 
{eel wJZdV'I'I'ess c/assif,Cafion is apPiopr/cde . 

. -~.,- aprr~x/ma-fely . 3. s m/IIJ~n · acres of ih~ . N~nivak . 
e . Na"!ion4/ tJJt'l.dl/k .l?..e/uje_.( .a!/ _.the· Yef«Je _excepf the 

viiJrjt/ of rrieKoryak an4_ ~ lands lobe· se/ec-l~d -~- ·ihe 
Na-1-ite~ ·under ·pL. Cf2 ~io3) for _fhe . {ol/owifl_J reasons: 
1) the areq_ is basica!fy :w/!d j ·2) Suvh c/qs.si ficql1on 

~ fhe bes+ p;o-h.-hon +<>r · wtidl/~, ancl thusj · 3). · . · · 

fhe Jfea+~-t- sewr,-ly· -for -the Na-h're5' culture and -. · · 

su~sisfenc.~ · wi;.)' of It~ j '-/) as a me.a&ul'~ . to . 
· ·. prv:u:-t-eU>,Ioyical(y . h~rm/u/ ·pr-v'e.ds sudr as. the 

.... ·. sfttk. fhjhw~Ay Dero. (-/mt!N'fl~ · road proposed. lo rJ'n_j . ... 
· . the - tsfqnJj and 5) asci manJq.fe,·-frorn_· lhe .Amer/can · 

.· · p~opl-e. +o fhe . Bureau.- -fhaf · /1/imivak rema/n ln !he ·· · 
e Nah'onCll Wt'fdld~ Re-fuJe Sys-km as a ntdural · .• 

· -lreasurc . . Pleas-& · include fhis feller /n the. .· 
w itd-e rness (>ear/ny : recort:f . . ·thanA you·. 

. · .- Sinc.erely; · 



Regional Director 
Bureau of 3port Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

To "Whom It '1/.ay Con cern: 

332 N.S. Ply~outh Circle 
Corvallis, Oregon 97330 
November 19, 1973 

and 'iVildlife 

Regarding the Nun1vak Nati:mal 'tlildlife Refuge, along with 
Alaskan conservationists I recoL:Imend that the Refuge be placed 
in the Wilderness System. Total area set aLlla ~s wilderness 
would be approximately 3.5 million acres, excluding land 
selected by the ~sk1mos under the Native Claims Act. 

Such a decision would assure that the Eskimos could continue 
their harmonious existence on .the island without beauracratic 
interference. Regarding their use of snowmobiles, my under
standing is that because of their use for subsistence purposes, 
continued use would be permitted under wilderness classification. 

The refuge i ·s a unique wilderness and key ecological area. 
Such areas need to be Drotected for nature•s sake and from 
man' s 11 improvements'1 such as the proposed road around the entire 
island. 

As John Muir said, 11Wilderness is a necessity ••• as a foundation 
for life. 11 Strengthen that foundation on Nunivak~ Place the 
Refuge in the Wilderness System. 

I request that this letter be placed in the hearing record. 

Sincerely, 

~~--{tl~~~ 
Leo ¥.ellon 
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}1RS. Ci€R.\.Lb F. t1€LNICK 

2715 .L.\. CU€ST.\. bRUJ€, LOS .\.NCi€L€S, CALIF. 90046 

Kovember 9, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & ·,uldlife 
Anchorage, Alaska .99501 · 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is ~·rritten to req_uest tb.at 
all of the r~uni vak national ~'lildlife ::tefuge 
be placed in the \'lilderness _ System, except · 
foT l~nds . to be selected by the Natives under 
the Native Claims Act. · 

The best iray to assure t!lat the · Natl ves 
·can conti~ue t!:.eir subsi ste:r:.ce '·ra:· of life 1 s 
to place :;u.:.--11 vak ~lildlife Refu;e in · t!le 
~'lilderness System; This unique wl:J,.derness 
refuge . i'11 th its tremendous scenic and wildlife 
recourses must ·not be relinquished by the 
Bureau pf Sport ·- Fisheries and ·,aldlife • . · 

. Please place · this letter in the heari;n.s 
record, and take heed to this request . Thank 

. you ~or· your time. 

1·~ost sincerely, 

!l!n. C.1.r~d ll/Jn;/,_ 
1·~ -s . Gerald I·!elni ck 
2715 La Cuesta· Drive 
Los Angeles, California 
90046 

.. 
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Hesional :i r 2c tor 

J 

z..o. 3ox 118 
:~aines 1 /.J.. ;;; s~ca 9':327 
Nove~ber 10, 1~73 

:Jureau of .:)~· · ort Iisheries ar.:i . .'ildli:e 
Alaska ~rea Cffice 
813 :::;. . .:.treet 
Anchora s e 1 Alas%a 99501 

Dear .:::;ir: 

I h~ve t~e ~nited 3tates Jepar~~~nt of t~e ~nterior's study 
of ~:u~1ivaJ.: :::ch.!ld and it see~s to oe t 1nt t':e \·:hole i.s::o.nd 
s·~ou1_6 ':)e{' · J - cec'l, in t'-e .ilderr.':.:: s <'stcr:J. ::: t' · in:: all 
el-:::::-:):-:ts~ o:;r 11:-, i te c :< l tu~~e s:-.o ·.:. ~- ::: be re~'ovsd, :·.:·r t::.c,..:ls.r2_;- t 1~e 
c:-.urc n , L~e .:ati :::n2.l Gu;;;. rd Ar~.:ory a:- '1 t >e ::: c :;oo l te:::.c:·.er i: 
s~e (;r ~:e is ·.·~:it e. ..::... !lC1.ti ... .re t~ .. c '·er YJ11o u.:::e:3 t~·. e !1.:' ::.ve l·-:- ~~_-u.:.:. ~--e 

,s;-lould , .. ,e -: ·~-.e i~-:str.._:_~~or. : ·. -~~·/ t.! :;~:!: t c· c· i:· . . ~: ::_:_ .ce !~!;"'; 

c_~-> ... 1 ·-_: V 2 zec 11 :. :t~ ,d~ ~ .. ~c c:.:.l t -~re , ·,..<_i.~e food.3 :..:..1:d · .. ;~ iJ~e >:.ab=._ts 
ru.in too :.: .. !~.;: lEtive c~1i ~.:lren ·.·:. o ::·-:co:::e ~.e.s.:: t' .e.n s::cces::::·..:l 
adc.:l ts. 
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KARL MENNINGER. M.D. 

!:urccu of "..,..rt F. , 
-,...~ ISo1er:es end Wildlife 

RECEIVE;:; 

. ' 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 

6~601 + ( (;_ f,i ov 2 8 19/i 
f ~ i1 u~ \.-.cd r ·,c. 

t) 0Jv • Office of the Ar~ Director 

Anchoro;e, AJcsJco 
November 19, 1973 

Mr. Loren W. Croxton, Acting Area Director 
Alaska Area Office 
Elrreau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Croxton: 

I have received your notice about the public hearing 
regarding Nlmivak National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska. I want 
to oppose vigorously the proposal that ~Univak National 
Wildlife Refuge not be designated a wilderness area. This 
double-negative statement means that I positively favor the 
continuation of Ntmivak National Wildlife Refuge 1{ithin ·the 

Since ely, 

! 

I 
-· ~ L j 

I 

National Wild~rness Preservation systemc/ """ 

~~~~ 
Karl MenningeT, M.D. 

m:~ ~ 

., . . 

l 
I 

\ 
• 



.· 

/ 

. ··-- -

. . 

--tN- --~ · . 'if~ 7t~~~~- ~-~N~ . 
. . (A/~ -~, --~ -_~~.. . 
. "Uc ~-~ ·~11_··~~ 

o;- _,1 . ~- ,:_/~tJ ,;0 _ f_ (;::;::. 
~":~ -~. -~ VV"~-~ -;4- ~ ' 
~ -~ k< . . . . . ·. ~ . . .·~ (;~ . 
if? .. . ·· ··. . . d . 5 .· ' ... -;f .· _;.,z .. . · J: ... ~-- ~ ~ . ·_(/ £01."-t-L:_ 
'~ -''--0 rv -r-"'~ ...,_ ~~-~ 

"j) . ~4v -~ ~~--~---~: 
· I:, r., _ Lf'· · ·- .. ~/ . -~. ..· 
/~ , ~ - ..;-i- -~~ : _· ·: . :_ ··_j 

/.k.cet...<; . . . . . . . : .. : .... · ..... . 

GENE MERLINO 
16615 PARK LANE PLACE · 
. BEL AIR, CALIF. 90049 

• 

~(-~ · . . ·.· 

. .. // _7 .· :_._._b 
(/Jr;_ t~ . 

/ ... 

·I) 
i 



. _, 

-

. . . 

turecu of !~~"! .f':~t!r;as cr:d V~":~d!~!e 
RECEIVE v. 

Otttce .cl l!;c "'eo C rQctOt 
hJchora~e, Ala;.«a 

Mr. Loren W.· Croxton 
··Acting Area . Directc;>r 

---· _, 
j 

.· Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street · 
Anchorage, Alaska· . 99501 

Dear Mr. ·: crox.ton: 

31 West ·Poplar 
: Helena, Montana f/ 9 C. 0 I . 

October .23, 1973 

I strongly support the proposal· to give ·wilderness .. status to 
. the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge; Alaska, consisting of a 
cembined . acrea<ie. -of·-tl!'P~ima-t:e!:y 3,:6.56, 387 .acres. · I am ·sure 
that no area offshore ·from Alaska with all of its wild ·life, · 
including the "scarce muskox, is more suited for w~lderness 
·status. . · · 

I trust that you will give this action your full support~ and 
I request that my · let.ter be· _m.:ide a part . of the hearing record. 

Sincerely, 

' 
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· & - PETER A. M ICELI. M: D .• F. A. c. ·s. 
r J:::c::u e' • --~ r· " ·; ·· 

' ~ ••. :~t!S O:-o-3 'y',' ·' 28. HE:WL.ETT D R IVE 
R£CfiVE . · 

EAsT WILLISTON, NEW YORK I 1:59& -

~ ' 1 ~ 19i3 -/ PIONEER IS - 2880 -

{ 

C.ffi~e 01 '" keo ~irpdor 
Anahcrc.e, AJc;. ...a 

H. Director: 

:........:. __ . .. 

nov. 8 73 

Please · note th,at the bureau ,·s "no w'ilderriess" stand 
in reference to. !'Iuni vak fsiand -is -·quite foolish 
and short-~ighted , - - . -

. - "Sel>rard Is folly" - has in- hj_storl.~al retlr>spect 
become a god send . Let ·us treat it as such - . -
and preserve· the ·land for ·future generations . 

- please accept _the · follo-...Ting . reco~endatiom'? : 

· (1) . all -of -nuni_vak 1·!.i1dlife Refuge 
- be p"'l.a.cea in t'he -;.~il~erne·ss ~-srsteo except 

for- lands to ' be selected by the natives 
under !'Iatives· Claim Act·. · 

• . . 

( 2) 

(3 ) 

Use. Of S!lOi·: . ::no biles on -. a -limited basis 
for -the natives .for stibsiste_nce .as _ 

provided unde:!' the ~'iilderness Act . 

· The bureau SEOL"lD !·:OT relinquiSh 
The N'univak ':/ildlife TIFUG-E and · SHOUL~ 

. REi-:AIIr in .the wildlife system rc:!' 
preservation · ana· "Oirbtection ••• • · · 

- -

- -.,... ..... ,.. -- --- . .. . 

·· . . 



S. c~c:u of ~pert Fisheries and Wildlife 
JtECEIVEO 

r-.uv 2 31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

R~;ional ~irector 

) 

Bure~u of ~)ort Fis2e~ies and ~ildlifa 
~l~s~~ Area Cffica 
8I3 D Street 
Anehora~e, Alaska 99501 

-- - -- Dear Sir; 

---
November I7, I973 
I707 West Silverlaks dr 
Los ~n~eles, Calif. 90026 

I a1'1. wri tin!'!: about the Nuni vak National ':lildlife 
Refu~~. I r~auest this letter be ?laced in the official 
hearin'\'!; record. 

i vnuld li~o to se~ all of Punivak National Wildlife 
Refuge ::>laced in the Hildqrnf3ss SysteM, exce_;>t for lands to 
be selected by the natives und~r the Native GlaiAs Act. 

The use of sno-vTlobil~s for subsistence pur;>oses is a. 
?rior exi stin~ rir;h t ?erTii tted under the 'dlderness Act. 
The best vray to assure t2at the !~ati·1es can continu~ their 
subsistance Hay of life is to _?lace iTuniva:<: ~:'ildlife Refuge 
in t"le ·ril1erne"'s S'!stei'l. 

~is nniC!UP. '?'ild ~ rness refu c:; e with its tre~endous 
seenic and ,.:ildlife r8sources of both national and inter
national sip.;nific&nce s':1.ould be kept in the National 'dildlife e Refuse System and not be relinquished by the Bureau of S)ort 
Fisheries and t:1ildlife. 

Sincerly, 



. . . 
\ ... ...l"' .. 

.. ;. . .. " . 
• • 'r r .. . 

- . ·' ... 

·~ ... ·-..~ 

... 

. _e ··. 

. . . 
' • ' "" •. .! ·. .· ., 

..... 
. -· 

- . 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries ~ ~ldlife 
. RECEIVED . 

· · NOV ci 1973 . 

f"j) · . . . . O!flu of""' A~a o;<o<!O< 

· · r I.e (( H ~e · --r ;c;r:;c"" -lid . . . I 

.• 11 OLll "~ Nu.. .... iv<tk N ... {i.,...J wild/if< 

~~r· 'o-t rifte-d t ... · ~ U~c.·tJ. .. ~~::> .. · . 

S1s-t~""'' ~ 1-<< r'= ~or t .. ....L., b b< 
. '· . . s...t~ctte{ b

1 
I:::;W . N~>t•;,'s ..._.Ja· -kH. 

N l(..{tV e ({ at-~5 Act ,,J u. 7 · . 

ro:.--..~.e~L</ bj Ji{r,~/Ja...._ · 

( 6 l.-\.. ~rvCL..fs:Lidb , 

. Tk~6 :7l~ 

(!Vl ~ . 
II { A .,. w.JL rJ "-- T.. y-

. \· . ---. slLIA.}~ ·-e1o ... · c fl . 1 'Lt oc. --



·- ·- I \ ;_ -· 



•. . . j 



Regional Director 

Box 308, 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 ',~_/ 
November 15, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 

and Wildlife 

813 D Street ' . 
1 • • • -~ •• 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: ... ~; ._.., ... :, .- .. - . .J 

As a conservationist and one who has been on portions of 
Nunivak Island and its surroundings more than forty years ago, 
I am deeply interested in the Nunivak Wilderness Study of the 
approximate 3,656,387-acre Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge, 
Alaska. It is very fortunate and commendable that this refuge 
was established in 1929, and also,except for the influence of 
introduced reindeer and muskox, that the main 1,109,387-acre 
island and its 50 associated offshore islands and rocks have 
remained essentially in a natural state possessing wilderness 
qualities. 

Since wilderness designation does not remove or alter an 
area's status as a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge System 
and also that it shall be administered to preserve its wilderness 
character I therefore favor wilderness designation wherever it 
can be feasible and practicable. 

I feel concern and apprehension regarding the ultimate 
future well-being of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. A 
case in point is the sinister idea of the Alaska Depart~ent of 
Highways envisioning construction of a road corridor around the 
entire island of Nunivak. This would be detri~ental to the refuge, 
a vicious encroachment of this best cradle area for wildlife, 
and destructive of the ecosystem. 

Since snowmobile use by the Natives for subsistence purposes 
is a prior existing right permitted to continue by the Wilderness 
Act, I strongly believe wilderness designation of the refuge will 
be best in the long run to insure the Natives of continuing their 
mode·of living and subsistence. I believe wilderness designation 
will aid in the management to protect the ecological integrity 
of the natural environment. 

I believe every .effort should be made to place the major 
portion, approximately 3,500,000 acres of Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation Syste.::n. 
This to include all area within the Nunivak Refuge except the 
village of tiekoryuk including three townships and any additional 
lands which might be transferred to Native o·.vnership, bring the 
total Native ownership to perhaps 150,000 acres. 

Please include this letter in the hearing record. 

Respectfully yours, 

/)i~J l)t[~;L-
w. B. !.:iller 
Box 308, 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 
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CAROLYN MINSKOFF 

. 700. PARK AVENUE . 

':::m;cu of !:;x;rt fis.~erl-as o~d w::dN· EW YORK NEW .y 0 R K I 0 0 21 
·RE CE IVE~ ' .. 

. ~ s 1 r '~ ,~""' 
- " ,1 

Ott r.J the Are:J Diroctl?r 
An::t:orc;Je. Alw:.Q ·. 

....... November 6, 197.3 

Reg.ional Director·. . 
· Bureau of -Sport Fisheries · 
and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office · 
813 D Street 

· .. Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: .. 
I am writing in support of Al~skan : cons~r~i~ 

tionists who are .. recommending that . al~ · of Nunivak 
National Wildlife R~fuge· be plac~d in the Wilderness 
''SyS"tem~ e~cept for lands ·to be selected by. the 
nati~es under the NatiYe Claims A~t. · · 

- I strongly ' urge that thii Syst~~ n~t b~ .. 
r~linquished by .the : Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife; · 

Please piace my ·letter in th~ :hearing . record~ . 

·Yours truly, . 

(~)~1\~ 
Carolyn lwh.nskoff_ · · ·. .. · · 

CC: Congressrnan .Edward Koch . 

-

Senator William Buckley 
Senator Jacob Javits 

... -



.JOHN 0. R. MITCHELL 

BRYN, ATHYN,P~19009 
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-~ ov 1 4 1973 

Otf;;; ~ of 'he ,. ;ea Di•-., 

Regional Director . 
,4.r:;.ic;c;e, .lo!o.~ko~ •t 

Bureau of Snort Fisheries 
Alaska Area· Office . 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, ·Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

and rlild.life 

November 12, 1973 

· I urge that all ·of Nunivak Nationa~ Wildlife Refuge be placed 
m the Wilderness System, with the exception .of lands to be selected · 
by the Natives under the -Native Claims Act • . ·. · · · · 

. . . 
. I also. consider that use of snowmobiles for sUbsistence ptir:Poses 

. is a prior existing right permitted under the Wii'derness Act. · The 
best way to assure that the Nati vas can continue their subsistence 
way of life ..is to plac.e .N.uni;v.a.Jc .\dl.dlile Rel'uge in · the Wilderness 
System. · · · · · · 

I · fUrther request that this letter be plac.ed in the hearing 
record. 

. . ~Sincereqly, . 

- - - -. -
. , I . . . . v ~G .. 

Bob Moeller 

ASSOCIATES IN THE LO\M:R Frn1Y EIGHT. ALA<;KAAND CANAOA 

> 
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Re~ional L~rector 

~ .... i .:C ~J cf ~;~_,r t r· .~(: ;· .: ~ r: .. . , \/.'!: cJ. '.'~ 
RECEIVf -• 

Cllt•:c : ·1 l~C'! 'J ~ . ,- ;·"'" 

An:!-..orc;Je, ..:...;~ · :0. ~ 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D. St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs, 

Rt. 3, Box 11·5 
Bozeman, Ht. 59715 
16 November 1973 

I wish to request that this letter be made pi rt of the hearine record 
for the Iiunivak Island '·Jilderness. Although Nunivak .... sland is far from us 
here in Zontana,and w~ know little of its C'eo~ra::·hical and bio1o gical relations, 
we still maintain a stron ';! interest in S;:~Vil!q: in its ne r natural s t ate as much 
of the sub-Arctic ]a nds as :;ossible. They are vital ~fu~~es for an al.l too limited 
littoral fauna at a time when the rest of the n~tion 1 s coastline s are ~ginning 
to ~c0"1e sterile throur;h vari"'" man-m;:; de infiuencP.s and deve1_m ments. It would 
appear that Nunivak houses also a valuable inlar:!d tundra faUl!;;;, and p;"ovides a 
holdin :;: g-:--ound where rare thinr;s these days can contircue to survive in so~e semb1 ance 
of ecolo?ical bal ?.nce • . ·!e feel that the ~sl<imo is nart of this scene, and as men 
usina wilde -rness, they are pc.rt of the n a t ·1ral ecolo;:.r. ?:Ois reld.ti~nshio alone is 
unirue now an~~ i"'lportant to preserve in spite of any extra-c,Irricular devices in use, 
such as snovmr biles. 

In view of the potential for carrying on Nuni vak in its ~resent ~t~te, we 
reco:mn<:- nd its classific c.tt"n as a ..Jilde-rnf>ss under the ·!,ilrlerness Act, wit"J the 
excention of those p2.rts of the i slanc: whi ch a re undf>r ":'riv<"=lte mmershi- or to>msites. 

(of ' ~;,:y~ . 
ohn i·;ontagneV s nd fa;-:}ily 



'~: ::::'i f ;sheries and W;!d':fe 
ltECEIVE ..... 

Office of the Area Director 
~race,~ko 

- .. _Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
8l~D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

. Dear Sir: 

103 Doncaster Rd. 
Malverne, New York 11565 
Nov. 18, 1973 

• 0 - j ... ..... ~ 

I ami writing in support of Alaskan conservationists who recommend that all 
of Nunivak National Wildlife R Huge be placed in the Wt lderness System e~cept 
for lands to be selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The best 
way to insure that the Natives can continue their subsistence way of life is to 
place Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System. Nunivak Refuge's 
scenic and wildlife resources are of both nat.ionand' and international significance 
and should be kept in the National Wildlife R fuge System and not relinguished 

. p 

by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Please place my letter in the hearing record. 

Sire_erely yours, 

il'., •• . • · 

Mavis G. Moore 



.. 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area O~fice 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 995S1 

re: Nunivak National Wildlife ~efuge 

Dear Sir: 

P. 0. Box 117 
Gardiner, New York 12525 
November 15,1973 

Please insert my brief comments into the official hearing 
record on the subject of wilderness · designation for Nunivak Island. 

I must differ with the Bureau on its opinion that Nunivak 
Island does not qualify for wilderness designation, and therefore 
can not be recommended for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. I believe that ~univak Island fulfills 
the spirit and purpose of the Wilderness Act, and certainly 
deserves protection under the canopy of law. 

All of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge (with the exception 
of land appropriated to residents under the Native Claims Act) 
should be placed in the Wilderness System. 

This precious wilderness, relatively unspoiled by the white 
man, is rich in scenic, spiritual, and wildlife resources of 
both national and international significance. It must be pre
served. 

With kindest regards, 
Sincerely, 

lfhi#L~ 

.l .. 1 
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4721 Choctaw Dr. 
San Liege 92115 
Fov. 6, 1973 

Regional Lirector, Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Ale ska Cffic e 
813 D St., Anchorage, Alaska 90501 

DearSir: 

We are disappcinted to learn that the Bureau of Sport Fisheries end Wildlife 
is not recoiilii:encir.g for inclusion in the J'l:aticnel Wilderness System the 
l\univak fational v;ildlife Refuge, lt:!rgest island refuge under BSF&W, having 
many wilderness qualities, and reccgr.ized as very importent to the survival 
cf ~any pelagic birds and anireels. 

We should like to speak to two of these, Each year m'm:1 thousands of people 
in San ~iego (tourists and residents) watch the grey whale ~ifraticn. We 
understand that this endangered species uses the Kunivek Refuge. Also in 
San Liege, during winter ~onths, are the Bleck Brant, e species which we under
stand feeds during mifration in the saltweter lagoons of the ~univek Refuge. 
So although the refuge is faraway, its continuance affects us; and we feel 
wilderness desirnetion is the best way to preserve the habitat and wildlife 
which the BSF&\',' has been protecting fer many years. 

We recommend that all the refuge be designated as wild erness -- except the 
currently oc cupi ed n<tive vill age and t he areas to be selectee by the natives 
under th~ Alaska Native Slaims Settlereent Act. The wi ld erness shculd include 
tidal and subrr.erged lands. Total approximately 3.5 mil l ior. acres. 

We understand there are so~e administrative reasons for t6nr agency's non
recommendation. Irrprecise b ~underies? l.:ake so~e new cr.es ~-:etive 

snowmobiles? Wilderness Act al lows continuance of prior existing ri ghts 
such as this use. gilitary use? fone established. State read around 
perimeter? ~:'one yet; would be needed only if area developed; end if road 
put in, wilderness (the value s we think i~portant) wculd be lost. 

In summary, we strongly urge t hat !"univek !'e.tion al Refuge be kept within the 
refuge system (not relinquished by BSF&:\·i ), ar.cl t hP- t n:cst cf it be fu rther 
protected by inclusion in the ~~tional ~ilderness systen:. 

Please make our views part cf the Nov. 2' hea ring recor~. 

Sincerel:: :: =--; r.:, 



JtfCEIYEJ.) 

Ofk,:: c' ••:e; :::: C'r~ctor 
A;.;;-.;;,:c;o, J.~~~ 

Regional-Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

Nov. 1, 1973 

I urge that all lands in Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge ot~er than those 
to be selected by Natives under the Native Claims Act be placed in wilderness, 
under the Wilderness Act of 1964. 

This outstanding piece of legislation allows the use of motor vehicles where 
prior existing rights exist. It would be contrary to the purposes of the 
act and the good will and flexibility of the authors to exclude this marvelous 
area from the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

I urge you to recommend the inclusion of approximately 3,500,000 acres of 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge into the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. 

I respectfully request that this letter be made part of the November 23,1973 
bearing record. 

~~ 
Donald Harrill 
208 E. Windsor Ave. #5 
Alexandria, Va. 22301 
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. f ..... :1 f··;;;,er;as ~d Wild1Je K.ndric Bradford Mom~h . 
"":"CC'' o ~,.,c. •~ . 
'"~· · V E iJ 

It E C E 1 . 3224 Tice C.ee~ Drive, Apartment 11 

t' r",\J 0 
\ ~ ' .... 

Walnut C._l, California 94595, 

I 
r 

) NoT.5,1973 

Regional Director · 
Bureau o! Spor t Fisheries and Wildlife 

Dear Sir; 

·.A• an annual !all vis&tor to . .Alaska,I ur~e 

that .ALL of that -beautiful Nunivak Island · be· placed · 

.under the Wilderness system ex6ept !or the . Native Claims 

lands.lt grows !lore important every year to preserve the 

bea~tiful ·land~ w~ · posses s , and .Alaska i~ one o! the f~~ 

reaii.ining areas that we may ' s.ave. I will watch your action 

with great interset, you may be sure. 

Sincr>r ly 

·· PS over the past years I ha~e bro~~ht over · iw~nt~ o! my 
friends ·to Jlaska for fishing trout· · 

.... 

' 
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R E C F. I V '- . .> 

/ 
C ttice c f t[·.c : . ·. =': ~c :~:v 

N;churc;;<>, ,c :. · - >J 

November 6, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to you as regards the wilderness hearings for 
the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. I ask that my letter be 
made part of the hearing record. 

I ask that all of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge, 
except for the lands to be selected by the Natives under the 
terms of the Alaska Native Claims Act, be placed in the Wilder
ness Preservation System. Wilderness designation should include 
approximately 1,000,000 acres on the main Nunivak Island and the 
50 small offshore islands and stacks and also include approximately 
2,547,000 of surrounding tide and submerged lands. 

As you should be aware, the use of snowmobiles for subsis
tence purposes by the natives is a prior existing right which 
is pe~mitted under the Wilderness Act. Wilderness designation 
will provide the maximum protection for the resources upon which 
the natives depend. 

I am most disturbed by the rumor I have heard that the 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife is considering the relin
quishment of this refuge. I feel very strongly that this unique 
wilderness refuge with its magnificent scenic and wildlife resources 
should be maintained in the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Sincerely, 

~IJ_r r/' )\\~~ 
Larry E. Moss 
15201 De Pauw 
Pacific Palisades, CA. 90272 

1 l 



CLAYTOn PUBLIC SCHOOLS. cLAYTon. mrssouRJ 

DR. EDGAR H. MUELLER 
PRINCIPAL 

Regional Director 

. - - _- . : ... c._.:- ·-.: : ' ! • 

f•. C. C E I 1,' E _- •. 

C~· - :-:; :... ; ·~e: ;- -:::!::.. c · ·c.:~·.., r 

..:.: .. . -. .: .- c.;e~ ...... ~.; ....,.J 

Bm-eau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

THE MARYLAND SCHOOL 
7501 MARYLAND AVENUE 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105 

November 13, 1973 

I request that this letter be placed in the hearing record as 
evidence of my support that: "All of Nunivak National Wildlife ref
uge be placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands to be se
lected by the Natives under the Native Claims .~ct." 

I feel this area should be kept in the National Wildlife Ref
uge System and not be relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife. By doing so the Natives can continue their subsis
tance w.y of life. 

Thank you for your attention to my request. 

Copies to United States Senators from Missouri 
Stuart Symington and 'f'nomas Eagleton 

Sincerely, 

~""' ~j0J'Q-.---._ 
c 

Edgar H. Mueller 
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Surccu of !:port Fi~neries end Wildlife 
ltECEIVED 

t'i U'J 2 G 1973 

Office of the Area Director 
Anchoroge, Alaska 

U. S. Dept. of the Interior 

J 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office, 
813 D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Oea r Sir: 

~ 
~ 

6 Barkalow Avenue, 
Freehold, N.J. 07728 

November 20, 1973 

Your recommendations for non-wilderness status for Nunivak National 
Wi 1 d 1 i fe Preserve appears entire 1 y unjustified. 

Here is an island harboring unique and rare animal life in the pelagic 
waters and a haven for birdlife on land. To build a road around the island 
would be the beginning of the end for wildlife values. 

We can understand your recommended needs for non-wilderness in some 
·of our refuge areas in order to permit habitat adjustment for certain 
species but Nunivak, by your own statement: ••---- Management is directed 
primarily at maintaining the refuge in a natural state ---- 11 , and so em
phasizing the need for wilderness status. 

It would appear that the snow machines, indefinite boundaries to 
submerged lands, native claims and military use, and above all road con
struction, can and should be overcome in time for wilderness s tatus of 
most of the i sland _and surrounding waters. To do otherwise would surely 
tragically erode the qualities of this refuge. 

We wish this letter to be included in the hearing record. 

cc: Senator Clifford P. Case 
Senator Harrison A. Wi 11 iams 
Representative James J. Howard 

~~:t~ se~ 
Neal & Elsie Munch 

.S.~ . - ··. 
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· Bureau of ~port fisheries and Wildlife 
· llECEIVED . 

KURT H. MUNCHHEIMER, M; 0. 

<405 WILDWOOD AVE~IUE 

RID DELL, CALIF"ORNIA 95562 

RDCKWI:L.L <4• 3323 

.. r 
I 

-.. -. 

Office of the Area Director 
Anchorage, Aloslco November 20; 1973. 

~egi~nai Director . . 
· Bureau of Sport Fisheries and · taldlife 
Alaska Area Office 

e · 

813 D Street · 
Anchorage, Alaska ·99501 

Re: . Nuni vak heari'ng 

Dear Sir: 

. I a!!l ~:riting .to recormnend the . placement o.f substantially 
· all of Nuni vak Natio"nal .\~ildlife Refuge in the ·National 
· Wilderness Sy~tem . · . · . · .. · 

. Only lands selected by the Natives under the tJati ve Claims ·. 
Act is to ~be .excepted. 

Piease include . this expression in the record o:f the ·· hearing. 

· . 
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~~ -~ ... 
•f " -rt f:-·~,f!<>S ::l!'ld y;., .. ,;. ~ . 
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Q«ice of· t!-le _.:.-o/1 Dirce':.ot 
~1-jctc;e, A.cs~ 



Crt.c~.: c' ~t-: e :. :.~ :J J : .. •_ -::t :')~ 

k ' . .' . .,;H~ _;;~. ;. .. _·~~ 

Regional Director 

P.o. Box 336 
Sim Cit.,, CA 
11/5/73 

Bureau of Sport Pisher.ies 
Alasl;a ~4rea Office 

and Ylildl ife 

81] D St. 
Anchorage 
AI as 7--:a 99501 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is in support of Alas;::an and other con
servationists as7:: inq that the .run iva"/:: rational Wildlife 
Refuge be placed in- the JiUderr.ess S~1ste7::, wit:: the ex
cept ion of lands to be selected by the J.~at ives und er 
the ratives Clair.:s Act. 7nere ere, we UJZderstar.d, aboz:.t 
].5 mill ion acres wl:ic77. will cor.:e under t ::is request. 

Under the Wilderness Act use of snor.:nobiles for s ubsist
ence purposes is a prior e::cist z"na ria'zt. Ti1erefore t n_e 
best "..Xl7! to ass::_re t 7:at t7:e ratives car:. conth:'..te their 
subsistence uuu of life is to pl ace Fur. ivc. k Tlildlife 
Refuae in the Wilderness S uster:. And it s 7~ o:. ~!cl not be 
rei i'i-Lquished b y the Bureau' of ~port ?isl:eri es and !'!ild
life. 

17e are sending copies of t 7:. is l ~ tter to o-:.!r CongressT:!ar.., 
Victor Veuseu a ·:d o?.J r Ser.ator, Alar. Cra~ston so t "!: eu r::a y 
?-:now OHr views T.Ei:en t .7: is q-.1-es tz" on is c or:. s t~ered by Con
gre:~s. Please g f ve t .7~ is .~/cur careful co::sic.'.cration. !7e 
need to do all t?e e m: to hel p t h e J·.-atives pres e rve their 
my of 1 ife. 

Sincere] y, 

cc to Re ry res entati v c ;~ez;.::r::.~ 
and S~r.ator Crc. i.. s t on '"' -

- . 
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.... J .. 

Bvz 1~1, ~UA€ Bay, 
\ 

f.egion<.l . Dire~1;or . . . 
Hurtc..u of Jpor·t fisne1·ies c;.na 
~h-. .. ~A(a .ni:"ec.. i.Jf.Iice . . · ·. 
81.3 D ;;,tre:E-t 
J:.ncnor·c..ge , r...La.:>itb. . . . 

-J150l 

Gent.le.nen: 

.··CJF)· 
. Bureau of tport fisnerles and Wlldlllw-- . , . ')1 ·. . RECEI V E D . l1vVe.noer .,._ , 

Office of the Area Oiredar 
~ i J. d l i ilechora::~e, Alaslca 

1973 

. 1 t . .£'.Li;.S oten cc.,l~~d · ~o ruy <:d~i:;tn:tion ~c.c..in t.nc.. t · the \-.ilderness 
~ct riesi~n~tion of~ ~ii~erness typt rt~1on · ~1~~ exc~ude certG.in 
t,;"pes of f;r-ndH .. ~r .. tr t.ype usts ~nicn v.il...1. w...:>r.tt G.n inju.s ;:;ice or 
r.irdsili.p .. uyon i;no.:>e -... no <..r·t:. c..O..Le to pr·'-c tice .,:;ucn uses . · rnis 
pr~i.oso~ny n~!.> ~~.t-'o.re:n..,;~y oeen ap.i:Jl.iea ·· to tne · jjure'-.u ·Oi ~~ort 
.Fis.tltr·J.e.:> c..no. ~.iJh..t..Lll·~ _tlr.:>v.:>sc...J. for l~unlVc...li. .i;;;J.c..na , .n.l.c.,;:;.lta . I 
vo).sii your· .biir·ei..u \oiQilJ..U rtcunsiaer ir.s .t)O.:>.l,tion G.nd. ,t-~l·o~ose ·tnC;;.t 
&.at c.re"-- l.:le c.es1~nc.1;eu ... ~ ... v • ..LJ..at.rnt::5s unuer· C.t1:t: . ,_ .. ct \dtn tne 
provision t!i<::.t nt...~ive use · of sn..;.;,_ ~G.C!lints · to ..it...ll~&e tlieir 
reindeer ·:ne.;;..His pt: _t)er.ili.:l. t ~ec {;.S in t{J.t: p;;.s t . 

. .1 . 

rr.~.e i..Ji)Ort<...'nce of UlC:1nt.c..nCe vf S~C.ti- rec;,lons 
1

C:.I.S . i::.!'t€ Nunlvc.k . 
l.s.u.nd ..ill L. Il.i....t.u.r'..c..l .s.;.c...t.t: .i.:.c...nn.v~ .Dt:: uncit:r·~>;)c.o.~(...t~d in ~nt-.5e ·citr.es . 
of'Wi,.>.ril.Vt c.s~~c..l.t U,tiO~ \.ne .; .. J.."'"".t\.""n·· tl'uui~ivn , v. ... y ol ~ife c.nti 
.i1t:r· n<..Gi ve ....nc non-nc...~l. ve ,l't::Slatnt5 OJ es~t:n.;.Le:..J.y .:ielf iniei·t:st 
~inior~ ty c.rvu·i>~ no.Lain.; . envr.~ous ~c..:>no~ic f>vl'. er . : v.i t!l luc,i{ the 
p&~sing of t~d~~ in~~~~s~s f1~~ &ne . l~ct ~f A~c..~~"- ~o~e dEy ~EY 
le~vt:; z-~lc.-A.c.. u.n~~ ~ ecc.t:u ·<:..no. . .ucc..lt£ty 1n tno~e r·t~ions ~r.er·€ suffi(:it:nt 
'f )lej,0 !J.& V: .. ~ e;·~~eL,..:I..-:.~u G.Cli. t ;,J.~ nc...~Ul·o;;...i ,t.>l'vCH.L:.;.l. 'lti ty ... na. l;h€ · 
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Regional Uirector 
Dept of Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St. 

Dear Sir ,. 

14 Nov 1973 

Please place in the records my recommendation that the Alaska 

Conservationists plan for the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 

be adopted. 

HCMA.~D F. r:.t1EVE, n. n. s. 
2100 Ridgecrest Dr. ~E 
Albuq:l~rque, New Mexico 87108 

T~~L-~<--e_d 
Howard F. Naeve D.D.S. 

Chief, dental Service 
Veterans Hospita1 
Albuquerr:; e New .Hexico 87108 
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Regional Director 
Eureau of Sport Fisheries ann Wildlife 
Alaska ··Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear sir: 

November 2, 1973 
204 ~. Simpson #3 
Eureka, California 95501 

We recommend that all of Nunivak National '.';ildlife Refuge be placed 
in the National ~ilderness Preservation System, except for lands to 
be selected by the Natives under the ~ative Claims Act. 

We feel that the Refuge has many important wilderness values that must 
be protected. Not the least of these is the Natives living on the 
island. While it is unfortunate and sad that these natives have 
succumbed to outside influences and traded their ciogslecis for snow
u:obiles, this is a prior existing right permitted under the Wilcerness 
Act. 

Hanagernent of the Refuge should remain in the hancs of the Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and 7iildlife. 

The reasons given by the Bureau for not designating the area as wilcier
, ness are jhe very reasons why it should be. 

Please include this letter in the hearing revord. 

Sincerely yours , 

_J)~M.Iv~~ 
Dennis H. Neal 

/) . / /i I / -: 
-r- ; ;. -~ ' ~ . ' 

.. f-(,.~·---"- ./ l-- ·~ 

Li nda A. Neal 

1 i 
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Regional Director 

11117 ~elcome Ave. N. 
Champlin, ~innesota 55316 
November 18, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I would like to have the following included in the hearing 
record relative to the wilderness status of Nunivak Island. 

I strongly disagree with the conclusion of the Bureau that 
Nunivak should not be added to the Wilderness System. 

I feel that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge except 
for the land that is chosen by the Native Peoples be given 
full Wilderness status and pnotection under the Wilderness 
Act. 

I strongly disagree with the Bureau's position that the present 
activities of the Native Peoples constitute grounds for the 
exclusion of the island fro~ Wilderness designation. 
On the contrary, I feel that such activities are allowed to 
continue under the prior existing rights of the lfilderness 
Act and that ~ilderness designation for Nunivalc would be the 
best way to guarantee that the resource base of the Native 
Peoples would remain undisturbed fnom outside exploitation 
and would therefore remain compatible with the long term 
survival of the present ~ative culture on the island. 

I urge you to reconsider your recommendation and recommend 
Wilderness designation for those parts of the Refu~e that 
are not chosen by the Native People under the ~ati~e Claims 
Act. 

Sincerely, 

'Ddi- A:-;t~ 
Darby !Nelson 
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. Regional Director 
·· · Bureau of Sport tisheries 

Anchorage, Alaska ·· 99501 · . . . 

Dear Sir: 

•.. 

Belmont; California 
November 9, 1@·73~ . 

. . ,(}13 . and 7lildlife 

1 We wish to go . on rec.ord as strongly · in favor of in, 
f:lusion o~ all of Nunivak National ?li·ldlife Refuge in th 
~ilderness System except for that part which would de
prive the people or" Mekoryuk a · livlihood. 

It is imperative that the integrity of this area 
be preserved.-'J:' .. -. . ·_ 

,;._; .. ; 

•• ".J ·"'· 
'-'-'-'' 

. I ':l • 

..., -;! ·' . -

;.:~.? .. : .\. ·..~~ 

Yours truly, 
- ). > -" '• 1 l) 

• ,.,.. / , ' .. 7' / • .,. ' 

~r. and :·:rs L •. 0 . ~~elson 
10;5 Lass en Dri ve 

- Be ::..::.:~ r.t, Cali f or.uia - ~'"~:~2 . _ __ .,._ 

-- _,;__,._ --· ·- . -=--
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Regional Director 
:S..1reau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

"· , ..:r;:c...J of ,.. 
~;Jt; ."f F•· 'lor 

R E c £·- ·~ o.~.J w:-.-.· 
I V E 0 ' · ··., 

/, (J ·:; . -
' • ' ' 4 y 1973 

Otl' 
ICe of t!ie Are D· 
Ancn ° .rc:tor 

orc;;;s, .t..:~ 

1641 Gram Vier1 Drive 
Berkeley, Calif. 947o5 

. 15 November 1973 

M:iy I urge that Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be place in 

the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected by the natives 

umer the Native Claims Acto 

Very truly yours, 

L>J~~)~ 
lucretia ~~elson 

cc: Representative Ron Dellums 
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Biology Department 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

ONEONTA, NEW YORK 13820 

November 9, 1973 

r:·~ -.: ~'J GC: . ~· -,:..~· c~ .~ ~:!. ':: ·· :: "e 

'~> 

i{~~~tvc. ..... 

' .. -- -, 
' ' 

· .: .. . , 
An:...:~C-IG~e. ; .... ~ .. -~ 

I have read the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife publication on Nunivak 
Island in which it is proposed that the refuge not be included in the Wilderness 
System. 

I have given this matter careful thought and cannot support the Bureau's view. 
I urge instead that Nunivak Island Wildlife Refuge be included as part of the 
Wilderness System. 

There is no reason why the entire refuge can't be included with the exception 
of the native community and the lands that will be selected by them under the 
Natives Claims Act. There certainly is nothing incompatible with subsistence use 
of a wilderness area and even though the natives use snowmobiles, this would 
represent a prior use permitted under the Wilderness Act. 

The wildlife values are fantastic for this refuge and it is my belief that 
they should be given maximum protection. Reindeer herding provides subsistence 
needs for the natives and I can't see where this use is incompatible with the 
ultimate objectives of the \\l'ilderness Act. 

I don't really understand why a road is needed around the islru:d and, in fact, 
such proposals suggest that wilderness values already present might be destroyed 
or compromised and made more available for exploitation. 

JGN:ww 
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He;;io:lal :E:rec~or 

DR. H. W. C. NEWBERRY 
151 HIGHWAY 2 EAST 

PHONE 756-6766 

KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901 

Bure-:;u oi' S.:.;;:,:.:.·-;; i,i~l:criet: EE~d. .:ilcL. i:'e 

813j) ::Jtreet 
lu~c:!::orw;e, ..:Laska 99501 

Gentl erJe !1: 

l~ovar..ber <:: , 1973 

FREE LANCE WRITI:--'G 

I ULi \'/ritin b to you i n su)_..; ~a·t :Jf tLc uLdel.>:-.e::>~:: ::-o~>ot:a::;. :f:or Fur.ivak 
Isla;~j c.:.:~d. s~Trou::di:_s e.rea. :it i!:; L __ :J:"' -~e.:.;.t t:_r;...::.:. t~.i~: 'IS}:-: .. ·..:.:_j,_ .. .._t.:.e 
ar:d rei a1:i v~l:r :"'re _ Q~·ve:: l c-Jl.d · .. 8 1 ~u . e a _ :...r-t .J-:: ~~- ~ ~:i ~de ::·:...:..t,;~ ~ :.... :::. i:e~~ 
so ~~·_e.:. ~:.;.tu:re ~e:.cre:.l~i.J~![> c~·- lo~1!~ 3~ _it, s-c~~ / i"t, e!~j:;:..- it, e;.:_ ',:. .:Eo·.-; 
ju~t ·:;hc.:. t Oclr ~rt.:<..-~ ~=.ltd (D..:e · .. a s b-~ ::.'o1·e "}ro~ess" d.e:o-cro;ed. i-;;;:; 

&reate;;t as:oet,;;. 

I fuL .. :" ::.·eco _: ... ize -..: .. c.:t re;:;..>o .. s :.'o1· ... :j-.; i: . ~.l.'.l·.~L . L. l :w'1iva~~ i:1 ·cne ;.i :.c1e::-~ .ess 
.s~·~ teD C~ CC !.'OU:J.i COL ce:::·~i.ir :_; d.:-\0. c./ i <; .::!....::>-a o : f: t: c::.e ~: .e 2-:.o · .. :...o ·::: i~E; 
u:.;e (b/ rrutive ~;;;:i. .Dt; o:~~/) u::-_: -c: s re:.;:!.:":. c::-.·~ re.:. :.U.eer hsr-J.. 0lc:. o ~:,:::~:;s is 
sl'::. o:Is 1: . ~ ~ e -~~ ".:;....: :!:eul:.:: :ii.ibis :rc·t.:::.el .. 't~_:J.!l ·,-t;.l.lO. rc ~.:.. ~or:s. 

'lhc .fil<ierness .; re::oe ~·v:;.ti.).:-~ A.::!l.. of 196 -i is G~lfi'ic ::. e~i .:.. : · all L .::! ~u:.i vc t::> 
let: ~ l~:t e :.i.l c .J!.2. .. .:>:'t:.:."Jly· i!l~~u.J.e _.' . .l.Liv3k 1:;it i .. i11 i -w...: -~-r·o:.ec -vi '".;"e c~6. ..;..:.- es. 

I~o do:Jb~ "~)r~Gre~3 " ·.-,il.i ._; ·_):~-~ir.:.ue i 1.: :JUl' =--~l:J.cl u:..--ci: ~- ere iG u::..:.~: ~~ ~iL~.=
bit of ·::i.Ldc:.:.:-. '.:o;.;s ~r:: .. :.' l.. ' .• :I.e "deYel J _ ;:;::ecc·• o:: -~~- i ~ r:i_U.er:.:tess ~·;::y.:.i:I .ost-
por, t: -~~-~ L:e·.•i"ta;;.:..e 011l:: c 1.'e;. cit.:,·s oy ·.1ee:-::s or 2.1. :....:s-c : .:::> .:... -::.~.s. .:~ .. e :.>r'.::..y 
v;ay _o ~ : revent l.Li.; ::;res-c est o:~ ull Ceita:; ·~::.-o;~ E;S i ~ -c0 ea·~ r:;·.; t _;; ".r 8cer·.:e 
such dre <:: s c.:.:: ~:u..'"li ·.ra.::C a!~d. to t :.;::e ac-e ion -;;o ; . .:a.-:B ") r;:,~ress •• :..:.D:::'e in 
h c.rwar.y ·,a th -c ... e ::.·e~our~e . 

i 'lease include -ctis cou:..u~1icc.tion in o;t.e -:>i'fi~iai record J.: ~. eCJ.ri:."GS o:.. 
tl..is :.l:.>St i~"-orta ~-v "ro) .).sal. 
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WILLIAM F. NICKEL JR.. ~L D .. P.C. 

REo~ '7-8110 

l 

November 12, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

'" '"' ,; ~·,;v 'i ·.·.··"6) 
c q .. -o ; :. · ~ ~C: ; ·:-: c- ·, .... : .. ..... r 
~ - · -.·- - -rc - e;. :-::- =' <ult<:.,..1'S /() ,.. ..... ·- .. """' 

449 EAsT 68TH STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 

Please place this letter in the "hearing record 11 concerning the Nunivak 
National Refuge, Nunivak Island, Alaska. 

I am strongly in favor of placing all of the Nunivak National Refuge on 
Nunivak Island, Alaska -in the Wilderness System except for lands to 
be selected by the natives under the Native Claims Act. 

This wilderness refuge should be kept in the Wildlife Refuge System 
and not relinquished by the Bureau of S ports Fisheries and Wildlife. 
I hope that it will be plac ed permanently in the National Wilderne ss 
Preservation System. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ . I ~<-Q~(J 
WILLIAM F. NICKEL;~ D.,, P. C.; 

WFN/s 
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~ l Mr.&:--1rs. C. H. Nielsen 
~~ 5876 Sawmill Road 
~ Paradise, CA 95969 
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CAROLYN BERRY NUETZEL INTERIOR DESIGN 4661 MARYLAND ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108 314/361-8234 

November 6, 1973 

Reew~al Directo~ 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
~laska Area Office 
813 D Street 
AnchoraJe, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is in su.p_9ort of Alaskan conservationists, 
who are recoiTli!lending tha.t: · 

All of lTu.nivs.k ~Jcttional :.'ildlife Refu.:;e be .f.'lac~d in 
the Wilderness System~ except for lands to be selec~ed 
by the Natives under ti:-le 1Tative Claims Act. Tl-_e total 
acreage conserv8.tionists 2.re recollimending is a.:!_)proxi
mately 3~500,000 acres. 

Use of snmvmobiles fcJ: subsistence pur_?oses is a 
prior exi s"tin.:; ri.'Sht permitted under the -.Vilderr~ess Act .. 
The best ·.vay to assure tl'at the 1~atives can continue 
their subsietence -,·n=-.. y of life is to place 1~1_u1ivak '.'fild-
1 ife Re fv._se in t!Je ':til derness S:' stem .. 

Tbis uniq_ue wilderr.ess refuge ~vi t:!:1 its tre!-:-"enoc -1s 
scenic a_r~d v;il::llife resources cf both r.ationa.l a!1d inter
national significance si::.ould be &:e'Jt in tLe National 
'Nil dli fe Re f,F,.e S'1 stem ria not re_Li;ou.i .shed t ,, the -a ~ ~ ~ 

Bureau of Sport Fisl:erie and -."/ildlife .. 

Sincerel,y ,, 

~ ~ .. 0u.Jc.& 
~rs. Carolyn B. Nuetzel 
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.. CHAMINADE HIGH SCHOOL 
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November 8, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau o~ Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I would like to take a moment of your time to make some 
supportive remarks on the Nunivak question. 

All of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge;·i)E{- placed in 
the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected by 
the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The total acreage 
would be in the neighborhood of three and a half million 
areas. 

Since it seems to be advantageous for the Natives to con
tinue their subsiateaee way o! 11!e, this goal can be best 
achieved by placing the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the 
Wilderness System. 

This unique wilderness reiuge with its tremendous scenic 
and wildlife resources c f both national and international 
significance should be kept in the National ~lildlife Refuge 
System and not relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and ~ildlife. I hope that we can come to some agreement on 
this matter. 

I appreciate it if you would be so kind as to include this 
note in the hearing record. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this ~atter. 

Yours, 
' 

·-- .L.. ... 1 
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LETTER FO::t THE llliGO:ID 

Regional Director 
Bureau of sport Fisheries and Wild Life 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs 

543 Glenwood Avenue 
Prescott, Arizona 
Nova~ber 12, 1973 

I earnestly request that all the Nunivah National Wildlife Refuge be 

placed in theWilderness System, except for the village of :;Mekoryuk and the 

land to be selected by the natives under the Native Claims Act. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its rich scenic and wild life re

sources( of both national and international significance) must not be dese-

crated and destrayed, as has been so thou~htlessly done to most of the one-

time wilderness areas. We owe it to future generations to keep this area 

unspoiled by ugly developflents. 

Moreover, the way of life of the Eskimos living on 
~ 

Nuivak ,.. Island 
b'T 

should not be disturbedl\ despoiled. The world needs people living in 

ha.L·mony with the land rather than destroying it. People who lave the 

land are ha_;py a.'1d gentle. Let us not destroy t~ei~· ha;rpL'1ess, nor t~e 

animal life of the region. 

Sincerely yours, 

C. Y. Overton 

• .1.. .. 



RECElV!: .. November 6, 1973 

0 : :: :-:s- c f :!.....::- ·"" •. _.: :•r::;":>r 

Anchorc ~: t.~. -~L:. · ··..J 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska ~9501 

Dear Sir: 

~ 
·~·· 

Please include this letter in the official hearing record in support 
of Alaskan Conservationists, who are recommending that: 

"All of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilder
ness System, except for lands to be selected by the Natives under 
the Native Claims Act. Use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes 
is a prior existing right permitted under the Wilderness Act. This 
refuge with its tremendous scenic and wildlife resources of both 
national and international significance should be kept in the 
National 1li.~ilife ~efuge Syste:::1 ar. i not relir.auished by the 3ureau 
cf Sport ?i.s ::eries ar.:i 1li~:i::..i:~e." 

Thank you for ~aking this letter a part of the official hearing record. 

RHO/gl 

I -; :) 
(_ v . l/ . .__.) 

n , .; l c _ 
// I '.J;-

L 1 
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_ ,1 d ~;x:.rt fi~r.eri~ ond Wi~d' i 1e 
~f. C E I II E -' 

i'IUV 2 31873 
vnu .. <> Of !he ...... ea L~rec•or 
· ,Ancilorogo. Alcuka November 19, 1973 

~egional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

I urge you to reverse your stance of denying Nunivak Refuge place
ment on the National \vilderness Preservation System. The wildlife 
resources of Nunivak stand to be lost for the Eskimo people, if 
this area is not given wilderness protection. 

Sincerely, 

j kj\r ,fl~lt--
Peter Pafficn 
901 Dartmouth NE 

Jl ( fylf-=)&t e t<;
1 

"t f ' 1 I) M 
~ ~· ~ '7 !.' I' 

- , ..C 



Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska area Offiee 
813 D Street 
An~horago, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

/A 
2835 i1iradero Dri ve 
Sa nUL &rbar., C..lifornia 93105 
Nove~ber 13, 1973 

. ~ . -

Tho unique and beautiful Nunivak National Nildlife .Refuge 

must be preserved, not only for tho striki~ variety of wildlife 

that inhabits the Refuge, but for the nativ~s of this little island 

that depend upon it for their livelihood. The white ~an has all but 

do~olishod the North A~erie.an Indians' way of life; we must not do 

this to the Eskimos who do not destroy but live in harmony with 

their environment. 

Coneerned eitizons feel it is imp~rativo that approximate-

ly J.5 million aeres of Nunivak Refugo be classified as wilderness 

and placed under tho National ~'/ilderness Preservation System. ~ild-

ornoss designation should be made for all lands except tho village of 

Mekoryuk and those ar~as which will be seleeted by tho Natives. 

Tho best possible ~eans of porpetuati~ the Native culture 

is in a wilderness wildlife refu~e. All A.'llerieans have a stake in 

your doeision. 

Please place this letter in the haarin& record. Thank you. 

;!f;;::;;;e. ~~ 
(Mrs.) Dorothy C. fa[• . 
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Nov. 6, 1973 
. ~ . ' . :, . :· -:: 

~~ . : .: ·; .. 
r: ... :·.;.. -

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska krea Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, ;ilaska 99501 

Dear Sir; 

I am writing to request the the Bureau of Sport 

Fisheries reconsider its stand regarding the wilderness 

status or Nunivak Island. I urge that you support the 

inclusion of all of Nunl vak National \'lild life Refuge 

in the W ilderness System, except for lands to be 

selected by the Natives under the Nat~ve Claims , Act • 

Please place my letter in the he raring record. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

carbon copy to: 
Sen. Javi ts, 1-i"Y 
Hon. Joseph fieilley NY 

Sincerely, .--) 
.·· ! /' . . .--- /) - _,., / / L 

• .....,::" ~~~ 1 _,- , . I ,_ { '-/7_, .- I c '- / . / r:-'-" • _...__ . ....___ 

Patricia A ~ ?armelee 
32 Franklin Ave. 
Sea Cliff , N.Y. 11579 

I 
. I · 
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5vrecu of ~port Fisheries ond Wild.life 
RECEIVE D 

NOV 2 31973 
· Ottace of the Area Director 

Mchorage. AloskQ 

Regional Director 

B.: S. F. W. 

Alaska Area Office 

· 813 D Street 

·Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir, 

. J 
. ( 

. : 

·• 

November 19, 1973· 

! .strongly opp9se ·the decisi.onby the .B. S. ·F. W. that . the 

· Nunivak National WildJ.if~ Refuge be .oilii tted froD1 . the National 

Wildlife Preseriation System. The reason for this decision are 

not valid. 

........ 

Si~y,r~ 
George~ers . . . . · · · 

9b6 ·lith. N.W. 
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BurtX:V of .S;:Jc rt f;oC1eries end Wildlife 
RfCEIVi:iJ 

r~ r~v 1 ~j 1973 
Offi::t, of •he Ar~ Dircrto• 

AT.~ orc.;e, J.k:.~.o 

Re~ionLl Director 

P.O. Box 5<1 3 
Kelseyville, C8lifornia 

95451 

November 8, 197j 

Bureau of S~ort Fj_sherie~~ r.r.d Wild life 
Alaska AreH Dffice 
813 D Street 
F~chorace, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I wish to submit for the hearine record my PU9port tha t all 
the refug-e lands excA n t the villaPe of J.'w!ekorvuk a nd those a reas 

- .- \._., v 

to be selectP.d by the natives of iTuniva k, r-re s ently kn own as the 
N,;.r..ivak :~atior.al ·,Hldlife Refug e, b~? !Jl8.ced tn the, Na tional ./ilder
ness Pre s erv11. tion 0y s te1a. 'l'hie will a mount t o P<'ff'P :- .5 mi llion 
acres recou~end ed for wilderness classification a fte r conditions 
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act are met. 

?·iy o p_9osition to your Bn.re~l J ' s re<H-:on~ for n on-wild erness 
proposal c ~n be ~u~ned up brief ly: fha t 1mder the intent of the 
·.vildernes s J..ct it h8s been deterJ;ined that nrior existin.c ri.ahts 
(i.e. s !!ow:no bile u f:e by Natives) r:r e :Jerrni t t e d ; reind eer h e r ri ine
j_s not incnr:l.~'::-t tible with a ·.:iJrleri~ec:s c ·· lJC <-> nt: ::: ""i :!'88-:i h t;il •i;nr
c ·.;:n be of (1Uestionahl e V 8.} 1J '?. ; n 1 '--!·,~--~ · ··av, ~ --~~ ,_ ,. ~- "~" "''-· +- - ..,..~-::~c+ 

the ecol ogiC::l J. intP ~ri +.y o-r' ;::_;·.o ··· ·. -:;·;r.-,. ' o ·..- ,,~..,.. - " _.. .;.. 
l<,ro;;i ,...-ha t I h a ve s tud iPrl .:.o! ;;-t-. · ,,..,;v·-- > ; ·· •" 

reSOlJ!'CeS of wilrili fe V~.l UF.! S ffJ8.i:!'lt 8 i '1F.!d in P. .,... -. 7; ' , ..,.. ~ , <=' .._ .._ "' • i + 

wou l d b e saO. ~ nd a s orry ref lection t o com~i t j;; .,. ,- · · ~ 
of b,J..Teaucra t i 0 !Jersonnel. I t ;nu s t h av e the l e::-!0- J ... .,... - - • ., -. ·· i ~ ...-

as provid ed tmder the dilderness Act. 
Again, f o:!' the hea rin ::: recor d , Nuni v a l<" shou l d b en:e ~: t in 

the l~a tion 2l l'ii.la lif e Hef ue e System 1m til :•J aced in t h e 

..; ,... ·.-

.. ilderness 6ystem, except for land s t'J be selected by the Natives. 

S i n cere ly y ours , 

\ 
i 
l 
I 
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aegional Director 

.. 3942 Hughes court 
San Diego, _ca. 92115 
18 November 1973 · 

Bureau of· sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area P.lease enter in hearing record, and axknowledcze 
813 D. street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

·Dear sir: 

.The persons listed separately join me in making .the following stat~ent. 

For several years, a ·nuniber of us have worked with, and tried to help the Bureau with its 
studies and Wilderness Proposals. In my case, this has been mostly 1n the .South:west, al
though I have tried. to follow;· be informed, and usually, offer ·comment _on 'the Proposals. 
'l'his ·year, I worked with Senator Turiney•s local staff iri helping prepare a bill designed 
to expedite the Lower Colorado . River Wildlife Refuges Proposals into law • . The -Bureau's . 
record, has in the main been much better than that of the other agencies affected by the 
Wilderness Act. 

· However, this group is greatly disappointed .in the .Nunivak Island NWR proposal of "no 
wilderness." Particularly because investigation :and study has revealed that ·apparently 
a number qf NWRS. in various parts· of the country. will be subject to reducing ~f staff . 
and maintenance, and others may be closed· entirely. · A •ino ·wilderness" for Nunivak would 
seem to indicate· such a closed, or relinqqui.shed, £ate for , the island. 

We urgently request that all of Nunivak· islartd, except Mekoryuk village, and whatever 
lands the Eskimos may select under ~he Native Claims Act. We. urge that the wilderness . 

. boundary be such that no road will be constructed ·round the island; and that the tidal 
and submerged lands ·in the Refuge .also be included in the wilderness. · We do not find 

· any of the reasons given for non-wilderness as valid. and request that current manage
ment ·be ·continued as prote~ting the ecological integrity of .the .island enviro~ent. 

we also realize the -Bureau is underfunded and undermanned, and have already advised our 
legis.lators in the several states . shown, .that we desire that it be pr;.,perly fu'nded; 

Names follow 

cc: Senators Cranston and Tunney 
Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin 

' · 

·, ·, Sincerely, . ..--, 
l " "- ; . / ·; ~ . ' . 

.• "-< ...... ~ • . .... - ~ _......__:-l. ., 
Roscoe .A. Poland -

·co-ordinator 
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_ "'lattiet X. Andr.o•, 25l0 Majella Road; Vista., ca.. 92083 
~. AlfrM Alex&Deler, 4865 Winona A-.enue, San Di~, Ca. 92115 

··~. Edwlsrd lu Andueon, 8366 Calle del Cielo, IA Jolla, Ca. 92037 
: ~· ari4 Mra. ~t G. Bear, 841 Cherry Avenue, Beaumont, Ca. 92223 
· De' •. and Mrs. John s. Brildahaw, 12901 Via Latina street, Del Mar, c.t. 92014 

lfr. Phil Buqe, 10039 Terrier way, sacramento, Ca. 95827 
llias Aqnea Behr~&, 4183 Idaho Street, 011-., ~"\ Dius:o, Ca. 92104 
Miaa Celia Brink, 1134 Devonshire Drive, Encinitac, Ca. 92024 
Miaa Merrie Barber, Rt. 1, Box 5, J.aul, Ca. 92035 
ME'. an4 Mra. ltolf<Janq H. Berqer, 725 GranacSos, Solana ee.ch, Ca. 92075 
Mrs. Betty Barhal, 6868 50th Street, san Dieqo, CA. 92120 
Mr. Gary s. Bloan, 707 Bccth Syca110re, Fullerton, Ca. 92631 
Mrs. Mary Beerkle, lox 526, RAncho Sa.nta Fe, Ca. 92067 
Mr. and Mra. R. D. Cross, 29619 Pebble Beach Drive, SUn City, Ca. 92381 
.lira. Irene S. <:rO\lch, 10401 Del Rio Road, SpriDq Vall•y, ca. 92077 

·. 

,- . 

llr. Jeffrey L. Clark, Opt. Phy8ical Chem., Coll*Je of Medicine, Univ. of Ca. at I.rYi.De, ea. 92664 
Mr. Tbur.low B. Coon, Box 929, La Jolla, Ca. 92037 
IUsa Elisabeth cameron, 3530 Crown Point Drive, san Dieqo, ca. 92109 
llr•. J. L. CU'ey, 2762 Miuion Blvd., san Diego, ca. 92109 
IIi•• Edith Curry, 430 Eaat. Lexington, tB, El Cajon, ca. ~2020 
Gilbert L. Chamberlain, Jr.' M.D. I ~2 Lomond Drive, Sa.n DiecJO, ea. 92120 
Jb:. William Denneen; Hanoook Colleqe, Santa Maria, Ca. 93454 
Mr. w. G •. Dune&n, 519 Ridqewood Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40207 

-lira. Byroft D1-.rda, 847 SOUth Cedarwood, Ora.nqe, ca. 92669 
Miaa Vir9inia Elliott, 2870 Cedar Street, San Ditt90, CA. 92102 
De. Albert E. J. Enqel, 688 Solana Circle \teet, Solana Beach, Ca. 92075 
Mr. aD4 Mra. David Fritz, 6591 Bose Lane, San Joee, ca. 95120 
Mr. M¥1 Mra. David Fletcher, 6469 Crystalaire Drive, Slln Die<JO, Ca. 92120 

.•• &n4 Mrs. Julian Grafa, 5811 Soledad Mt. Road, La Jolla, ca. 92037 
a • .1\lne .Ginqer, 4807 S&n Jacinto Circle, Fallbrook, ca. 92028 

MI.". Richard E. Goodman, 758 Mut Virginia &treat, S&n Bernardino, Ca. 92405 
liZ'. Prank J. Gilloon, RFD 1, Box 150, Del Mar, Ca. 92014 
Ilia• Virginia Gilloon, 4219 Haines Street, san Dieqo, ca. 92109 

-: . 
.. ~ , ·. 

.. . '· 

,. 

R.ear-A4rairal Felix Gygax, (USN, ret.) 3200 Sixth Avanue Ap&rt:ZMnta, fJ-H, Sa.n Dieqo, ca. 92103 
Mia• Lucile R. Grunewald, 2855 Carlab&d Blvd., Carlsbad, ca. 92009 
Mra. Ellen s. Haskell, Box 777, Mecca, Ca. 92254 
lira. Harry Hiaelblau, Jr., 14206 Muloolland Drive, Los Anqelea, ca. 90024 
Dr. Robert Ranson, 5436 Hewlett Drive, S&n Die90, Ca. 92115 
'l'boalaa R. HoYe~l, Zooloqy Dpt., Univ. of C&. at Los An<Jelee, Ca. 90024 
Mr. And Mrs. Steven Hillyard, 2722 Glenwick Place, La Jolla, ca. 92037 
Mra. Georqe Heyneman, 4261 Randelph Terrace, san Di~, Ca. 92103 
Kiss Lurilla Harris, P.O. Box 5947, San Francisco, Ca. 94101 
Mr. Louis V. Hoeniqer, 5003 R.oc!Jnan AYenue, San Dieqo, ca. 92120 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Hoadley, 932 W. 2nd Avenue, Escondido, ca. 92025 
Mr. and Mrs. Jed Hirota, 4767 Lotus Street, San Diego, Ca. 92107 
Mrs. Alice B. Hoskins, 4052 Brant Street, San Dieqo, Ca. 92103 
lira. Mary Hermansen, 2110 Crest Drive, Encinitaa, Ca. 92024 
liZ's. Emil Hrubik, P.O. Box 306, Vista, ca. 92083 
liE'. aftd Mrs. J. G. Henderson, 4872 Arlinqton Avenue, Riverside, Ca. 92504 

·~~r. and Mrs. James Hubbell, Star Route 1, santa Ysabel, ca. 92070 
Mr. Alfre4 B. Huqhee, 221 Ebony Avenue, !Jiperial Beach, ca. 92032 
Kias Heidi A. Raid, 1801 Benson Avenue, 16, Pro.saer, Washinqton, 99350 
Dr. ~ C. Hire!, 55ll Yerba Anita Drive, San Dieqo, ca. 92115 
Jta.Al Jainqeftberq, 5444 Waverly Avenue, La Jolla, CA. 92037 
Mill ~tel lniqht, 12740 Via Grimaldi, Del Mar, 92014 *· IDS Mra. Hark J. Klein, 852 Cordova Street, S&n Diego, ca. 92107 · 

· ; ~ C. Kirby, ('1"!!MPP.RA1ULY) 37 Earl Street, Cambridc;e,!:nql&Dd 
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-· an4 Mt:s. Irvin J. Jtally, 4167 El Cu\ino Real, C.rlsbat!, ca. 92008 
· Jtt, Gene ICermedy, P.O. Bsx 74, La Mesa, Ca. 92047 

• 
•• aDell Mrs. IAsur IC&J1ter I 4221 Isabella Street, Riverside, ca. 92501 

and Mre. Howard C. Keck, ~979 Lucille Drive, san Di890 1 ca. 92115 
Hiss Gladys B. Larsen, 28151 Port11110uth Drive, sun City, C&. 92381 
Mr. Victor J. Lab, Box 522, Del Kar, ca. 92014 
Dr. ~~ Mrs. Eric Lindroth, 2133-c Via Puerta, ~quna Hills, Ca. 92653 
Mr. E. W. Lariach, 1298 East Grand Ave.nue, Escondido, C&. 92025 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lee, 204 Hiqhland Avenue, t308, State Colle<,~e, Pa. l6a&l 
Mr. &nd Mrs. Daniel Leavitt, 4050 Oortes~way, Sprin!9Valley, ca. 92077 
Mrs. Wilhelmina Leach, 7450 Olivetas Avenue, 1317, La Jolla, Ca. 92037 
Mr. Frederick M. Lanq, Box 227, SOuth Lagun&, Ca. 92677 
Mr. Roqer Martin, 7535 Tweed Street, Lemon Grove, Ca. 92045 
Dr. and Mrs. Terry L. Maul, Box 290, Crestline, Ca. 92325 
Mra. Muriel McParland, 346 North oakhurst Drive, Beverly Hilla, ca. 90210 
xr. Joyce McKinney, 5163 34th street, san Dieqo, ca. 92116 
Mr. John Macadam, 226 COUntry Club Drive, Wilminqton, Del. 19803 
Miaa Victoria Morris, 3048 Jefferson street, Carlsbad, ca. 92008 
Miss Diane Kachun, 3630 Castle Reaqh Roed, Riverside, ca. 92586 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Miller, 4612 Coronado Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92107 
Rr.·and Mrs. Bernard McCoy, 3566 Ethan Allen Avenue, San Dieqo, Ca. 92117 
Profes80r Mary F. De Mourol, 3435 Shawnee Road, San Dieqo, ca. 92117 
Mr. Willt.m J. Minarik, 224 East 3rd Street, Loa An9eles, Ca. 90013 
Mr. Douqlas L. McMillan, 38050 Orchard Street, Cherry Valley, ca. 92223 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert J. Nelaon, 630 North Creecent Street, san Dieqo, C&. 92M3 
lira. Eather W. Hesbin, Box 102, S4n Marcos, ca. 92069 
Mr. William c. Naqy, 3749 Antiem Street, San Cieqo, ca. 92111 
'1ill. and Mrs. Horace Orr, 19533 Symeron Road, Apple Valley, ca. 92307 
.. Gilbert w. Opdycke, 129 Shasta Street, Cula Vista, C&. 92010 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Peers, P. 0. Box 92, Encinitas, Ca. 92024 
Mr. and Mrs. R. s. Palmer, 555 Fern Lane, Sierra Madre, ca. 91024 
Mra. Beatrice Prothero, 3004 Park Avenue, San Bernardino, Ca. 92404 
Miss Mildred Phillips, Box 6602, Northern Arizona University, Flaqstaff, Az. 86001 
Mrs. Helena Pini, 3535 Haqen Road, Napa, Ca. 94558 
Mrs. Dorothy G. Peterson, P.O. Box 479, La Jolla, Ca. 92037 
lira. Dora Petzold, 311 sanford Street, Encinitas, ca. 92024 
Mr. Fletcher G. Palmer, P.O. Box 1087, Las Veqas, New Mexico 87101 
Mr. Robert Reilly, 4356 SUmmit Drive, La Mesa, Ca. 92041 
Miss M&rqaret J::. Rocle, Rt. l, Box 455, Rulona, ca. 92065 
Mra. Jeanie Rogers, P.O. Box lll, El Cajon, ca. 92022 
Dr. S. A. Switzer, 28160 Pebble Baach Dri.~, sun City, Ca. 92381 
Mrs. Marianna Stanley, 9218 Brier Crest ae.d, La Mesa, Ca. 92041 
Kiss Marion Sierts, 3821 Bernice Drive, san Diego, Ca. 92107 
Miss Clara Stronq, 2024 Sixth Avenue, San Die<JO, Ca. 92101 
Mrs. Ruth T. Stanton, 3156 Rardinq Street, Carlsba.d, Ca. 92008 
Mr. and Mrs. John Shrawder, P.O. Box 175, BoW~&n, Ca. 95707 
Mrs. Alice Shader, P.O. Box 278, Pine Valley, Ca. 92062 
Mr. John A. Spanqler, 4959 Cactoctin Drive, San Diego, Ca. 92115 
Mr. Ronald Sinnen, 739 Island Court, san Diego, Ca. 92109 
Mias Lois A. SnecSden, Box 53, Rancho Santa Fe, 92067 
~ •• Charlotte P. Smi~A707 Marigold, Corona del Mar, ca. 92625 
Miaa Beulah M. Seder, 6222 Stanley Avenue, San Diego, ca. 92115 
Mr. Peter S&a, P. o. Box 16177, San Diego, Ca. 92116 
Mr~uise Sampson, 1137 SUtter Street, S&n Dieqo, Ca. 92103 
Hr.~ w. Slauqhter, 463 Paulette Place, La canada, ca. 91011 
Mrs. Richard Stephensoll, Rt. 1, Box 1&4-c, Del Mar, C&. 92014 
lk. aa4 Mra. Ed Simpson, 2038 •ilan, S. Pasadena, ca. 91010 
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Persons endorsing foregoing statement/3 

.. .:itella Sianons, 1544 Granada Avenue, S&n Diego, Ca. 92102 
~~aa Xathleen Steffen, 43e3 Clairemont Mesa Bld., San Diego, Ca. 92117 
••• Teresa A. spencer, Pounders Hall, Redlands, Ca. 9237 3 

Mr. and Mrs. Gunther JC. Schmitz, 2541 Via Pia&, Del MAr, Ca. 92014 
Mr. Lee C. Shea, 633 Victor Drive, Santa Rosa, ca. 95401 
Hr. Jaaon Tong, P. 0. Box 4737, La Jolla, CA. 92037 
Mre. Mary Jeanne Terrazas, 2684 canyon Crest Drive, Escondido, ca~ 92025 
Misa Ethel Thorniley, 757 Drexel, Detroit, Mich. 48215 
Miss Jean Tschoql, 4935 Niagara Street, *15, San Dieqo, Ca. 92107 
Mrs. R. E. Vivian, 862 Victoria Avenue, Los Angeles, ca. 90005 
Mr. Richard WOOdard, 5931 La Jolla Scenic Drive, La Jolla, Ca. tae87 
Mr. Ralph Allen Wyman, 1320 North Placentia, Fullerton, Ca. 92631 
Mrs. Carolyn WOOdbury, P. o. Box 400, Solana Bellch, Ca. 92075 
Mr. Jamea Yamamoto, 3610 Victoria Avenue, Los Angles, Ca. 90016 
Mr. Roland Wilhelmy, 3867 P Miramar Street, LA Jolla, Ca. 92037 
Mr. and Mra. Robert D. Wallace, 3506 Carleton Street, san Dieqo, Ca. 92~16 
Mr. 0. B. wetzell, 7755 Ivanhoe Avenue, La Jolla, Ca. 92037 
Mrs. Herbert Weston, 904 N. 7 Street, Beatrice, Nebraska 68310 
Mrs. Bemis Wall, 5595 University Avenue, SAn Diego, Ca. 92105 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Wiggers, 96~045 Ala Ike, Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 
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Dorothy C. Poster, Ph.D. 
Certified Psychologist 

515 West End Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 10024 
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MRS. LAWRE~CE ll. POWERS 

4 EAST 9~TH STREET 

NEW YORK: :VEW YORK 10028 

. · Regional Director . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries ·and Wildlife 

·Alaska Are• Of~i~~ 
81 ~. D Street 

.. Anchorage . Alaska 99~01 

ne·ar Sir: 

B.lr&Ou of.. . 
.. pert Frsherlas ond Wildlife 

RECEI V E .:; 

/\; . \I 1 r 'C"n 
. ·~ J. "·' 

Office c( the J.r- o· ....... lfOC'for . 
~c~~- A.lc.:;l.;g . 

We have made two long trips to Alaska and plan 
anothetr visit next summer. ''e think your state 
is the most prescious ~nd . beautiful · a~ea on . 

. earth! . Therefore we are very much interested 
in current proposals to ' place the Nunivak ~atiori
al Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness S~··stem . 

. Certainly this area must be designated PS wilder
ness· including .Pll tidal lands. --Hopefully ·· 
the . child~en of .. our son( · riow ten : years of ag~)will ~ee 

· this unirue· refuge. We urge ~!ou to · help preserve . 
. it by .giving it wil~e~ness des~gnation. 

November .1? 1973 
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Regional Director 

November 14, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries an<: Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 9~501 

1:ear Sir: 

Plee.se send me an acknowledgem~nt e>f this letter and 
also IT IS REQUE ~ED THA7 "'HTS LET':'SR BS PLACED P! TE£ HE .A..RTI~G 
RECOrtD. 

It is reauested nnd insisted that all of Nunivak National 
'Sildlife P.efuge be placed in the '.'/1lderness System, exce-ot for 
lands to be selected by the Natives under t'~-e Native Cla1r!ls .Act. 
Total acreage reco~nend~ d is a?proY~mately 3,500,000 acres. 
This Refuge should be kent in the National ~ildlife Refuge Sys
tem And not be re ~ 1nquished by the Bureau of s~ort Fisheries 
and Wildlife. · 

9 ~ 534 
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r::~c:u ol ~;., :J~ I r, .:~:.:ri -.~<Iii!! Wi:. ' 
~fCEIVf. . . · 

·Nov. 3, 1973 
413 E. Frd rview 

&V[ 
uu·,.<,,.:cf !!t{ "'· .,., l)ft,rtm 

f11 ~ l::.m::;1u, '•lu ·:..0 

~oginal Dirnctor, 
Buro=tu o! Sport Ji'ishories 
Alnsk~ Aro:t ·or riel') · 
813 D St. I 

Anch ori\t:.O, Al:\ok:t 

. Donr Sir: 

I \ ~ i! · eto ::: ~') · nclewooc , ~~1 • I I( fi-J 

:\nc\ Wil ell it A 

'l'he wild . lHe v=tlu•Js c ( Nli!livnk Island ~o!uce nrA of both national · nntl 
-i ntornat1on:1.l si~'li r ic~:.,co. On C\Ccount o! this unspoilAcl wilclorn<HJS 
with its rich wild d. ro rosourcoa , · nncl ~lso lte w~y of lifa of · tho 250 
Eslciiz:os ·living on .~univ:1.lt . Islt\.''ld, · tho· W~ldnrnoas .,ct will . preen'rve 
._thh Isl:\ri<l's nntur:1.l V:'lluos .but :,.1so that Nunivnk citiaen's cnn continue . 
their IUbSii'JtOnCA '.'f"J.Y of life. 

Without the !ildttrnoss Act's · locru. protection, buronucrntio docisi ons 
could nlter th.o wilflornot:~s Oll."\rhctor of -this iDlnnc\. 

., 
. Sincorc.ly · 
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MR. S. E. RAYMOND , 
6~ 11TH ~VE. E ¢ iV 
SEATTLE, WASH. • i'J:~ 
98102 ~ 

Nov.6,1973 
I 

Regional Director, 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St. 

Anchorage ,Alaska,9950l 

Dear Sirs;-

and Vildlife 

• _: ·- ... i I 

I agree with you that the Bureau's Stance is Indefensible •• 

All of Nunivak National ;,ildlife Refuge should be placed in 
The \\'ilderness System, except for lands to be selected by 
the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The total area would 
be apporoximately 3,500.000 acres 



1125 Pajaro Street 
Salinas, Ca. 93901 

November 20, 1973 

Regional virector, 
Bureau of Fisheries/~·lildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
Anchorage 

Dear Mr. Director, 

. c~ . ._-. - . 

May my views herein be placed in the hearing 
record of the Nanivak Island Hilderness proposal? 

. In e~rything I read, I see no reason why the 
Island should not be placed in the 1-lilderne ss 
System, so that the Wildlife Refuge should remain 
as it is, vTi th the Eskimos hunting, evnn \fl th a few 
snow.wooiles, and the environmental conditions sup
porting musk ox, reindeer, tidal areas, sea and bird 
life. A~ in Yellowstone, the best management is to 
leave an area undisturbed - not to· begin doing things 
to it! 

~At this point in time, 11 it is never a mistake 
to put an area into Hilderness classification! I run 
so suspicious of any agency taldng over Alaska; I 
had sucO. high hopes when the Christian Science __ _ 
honitor ran its series of articles showing possible . . · 
new National Parks. 

I 1-1ould like to see Nunivak Island retained by 
the Bure au of Sport Fisheries and Uildlife and kept 
in the }';ationa l -1'-iildlif'e Rcf'uge System - the 
Wilderness System. 

Very truly yours, 

// ?:., .;7. : - -z ~, (:.. ( ·'-:. ~ ~.__,~ ,r. //_ <--=( ~ __ _,__ :i-J?-
, . 
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November 13, 1973 

Regional Director 
BSF',o/ 
Alaska Area Office 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

i' :.:t.: t;:;..) t"J{ ~- -- . 

....... 1t ' c ,;, J ., :::· ~ ~- ''. ' .: ; 

r: :·: .. :".:: ,·. • . . 

This is a note in support of wilderness designation for the 
Nunivak Island in Alaska. Please see thqt it is placed in 
the hearing record. 

I believe that the fine wilderness qualities of the island -
its bird, animal and plant life -- argue strongly for 
wilderness designat'ion, and I wish to see all the refuge 
acreage except the village and the acreage to be selected by 
the natives included in the wilderness area. 

The possible future use of the island by the military will 
not be precluded by wilderness designation since by the 
terms of the wilderness act, such areqs can come into use 
ir such use is in the national interest. The State Highway 
Department's projected road should be prevented, and wilderness 
designation would accomplish this. 'tlhile the native's use 
or the snowmobile and the presence of introduced species of 
animals are not especially desirable in themselves, they are 
established facts, '·'a prior existing right." An imprecise 
boundary is no reason for not giving wilderness designation. 
Such boundaries can after all be established. 

I strongly support the inclusion of the island in the 
National Wilderness Preserva~ion System. 

Yours, , -.. · 
~ \ . · .rl 

•• ' ' iJ r:i~ :c-'~ d I . j ) ; 
.!.J.._,t , \ J • I ~~\"'--.. 

David A. Remley \ 
2904 Blake Road, S. W. 
Albuquerque, N. M., 87105 

i__ j 
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P.O.Box 578 
Duncan, British Columbia 
Canada V9L3X9 

November 18, 1973 

United States Deoartment nf the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sirs: 

99501 

I am an American citizen teaching in Canada for this year. I 

am a member of the Wilderness Society and the Audubon Society. I would 

like to express my feelings concerning the Nunivak Wilderness Study and 

its inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System, and to 

have these feelings recorded in the official hearing records. 

I thank the United States Department of the Interior for mail

ing me their Nunivak wilderness study brochure. Well prepared, it was 

highly welcome as an informative study with which to compare my personal 

knowledge of one friend who knows the area. 

The Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge is an ecosystem of value, 

to be preserved in its natural state, if possible. Introduction of 

reindeer and muskox in the 20th CentuDy were for the purpose of restora

tion of the latter animal, and should remain (although that end has been 

met). The area's seabirds, songbirds, fish, and other native animals 

have achieved some measure of subsistence, and that accomplishment should 

be protP.cted by man. 

The presence of resident Eskimos alters the consideration of 

the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness, remarkably. These 

natives derive sustenance and income from reindeer herding, hold rights 

to land via the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971. These 

rights should not be violated by any law,. The presence of these Eski

mos, and their activities towards self-provision, eliminates the possi

bility of this wildlife refuge being classified as wilderness. 

I do not recommend the classification of the Nunivak National 

Wildlife Refuge as wilderness. I would like the hearing to record me 

~ in favor of consideration of the refuge as retaining that status. 

Sincerely, -

~AG-~ 
Richard A. Rhodes 
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. . · · dW!di ~e 
t roeo of ~pc·• f, .hen ;s Ol1 · 
~ J, r- E C E I V E . .-

J 

Regional Director .. 
BUreau of Sport Fisheries and lolildli.te .. 
Alaska Area Office · 
81) D Street · 
Anchorage, Alas~a 99501 

Dear Sir: 

P.o. Box 552 
Moscow, Idaho 63843 
November 31 1973 

We are writing to request that Ou.r names be ·entered on the record · 
in support ' of the NuniVak Wildlife Refuge's entrance into . the nationAl 

·wilderness System in its entirity, excepting those lands selected .under 
the Natives Claims Act. Pl~se . place this letter in the hearing rec9rd. e Thank you. . . . . . . 

f 

Sincerely yours, 

~~cCV~Qt> 
f • """ . 

· ·. 7:Ru,.;7 ju.'c~ 
Cynthia P. Rice . 

. Stephen T. Rice · . . . 
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2 MIDDLE LANE 

WESTBURY, NEW YORK 

US&O . 

. . ·en~ Wiidlife · u of Sp<irt Fisher;as . . . 
Burea E I u E· . . . ,. EC T • 

NOV .1 :-) 1~73 
·November 12, 1973 

ott
. . ;·,he p. 1ea OirectO. 

· ICe C . ' ·. . 

. . J<n~i,Ora~~~ ~tG'S\(Q . . 

Regiobal Director . . 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office · · 

· 813D Street . . 
Anchorage·, Alaska · 99501 

My Dear Sir: 
.. ' .. 

Although _:we are lo.cated thou~ands of miles 
-.away, Mr • . Rice and I feel . that ."no man is : ·. 
an island," and what affects one portion 
of our wilderness ultimately may set a ·· 
pattern fo~ depredations much closer to · · 

"home. · . · 

I· 
I 

With this in mind and with the ·_preservation . 
O'f ·a · nati-ve 1ray--o£ .lif-e, we urge strongly that: 

1~ - All -of the Nunivak National Wildlife· Refuge · 
he placed in the Wilderness system, exept 
for _the _ portions ·selected under the N~tive · 
Claims Act~ · 

2." The use of: :snowmobiles be · ~~st.ricted - to 
· · subsistence purposes. _. · 

3. The control. of this -vast territory remain 
vested in · National· Wildlife Re;uge System 
and not be relinquished to the ·Bureau of 
Sports Fisheries _ and _Wildl~fe. 

. . 
Please add our letter. and its_ sentiments to 
the many on this subject · which you have 
already . received in this connection. . · · 

Copy to: Congressman 
John w. Wydler 

Mo~t · s~ncerely ~urs, . _·. 

£\~ck~,..L..f.~t.... ·.· · 

/q;;~~ 
_E._~ f<>rdon Ri~_e · 

L 
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9 Mile Chena Hot ~nrin~s 
Fairbanks, -~laska · -

Bureau of Snort 5':\ sneries & •.,r~ ldli fe 

sub~itte~ bv ~Amela ?jrh, F~irbRnks, Alaska 
N overnher 1 Q !; 197 'i 

99701 

My name is Pamela Rich. T ~m ~ resi~ent of Fqirbqn~~. ~la~~a 
where I h~va built mv own home. I am workin~ this win~er 1r 
Wvom1n0'! h1Jt, wil1 r,e rPturn1:1P' to ~. lask~ . • It 1s as a concerned 
Alas1rR.n thqt. T exn'~""!RR mu Y~Pws h"'rP. q!"d I reouest that my 
sta teTPen t be inc 1l1d ed 1 n the heari nf!' record. 

I firmlv believe that all lq~ds 1n the ~univak Refu~e, .exclusive 
of Mekorvuk an~ nendin~ N~t1vP selectionR, shnul~ be nlqced in 
the Nati onal Wilderness PreRervRtjon ~vstem, ~nth t.~e ~atural 
v~l_ ues of this wjl<'ief'T1ess island ~nd the subsistence natterns 
of the '!'.Tat~ve re p ident.~ shn•~ld be ""iven statutorv nrotecticn 
under the Wildernes!'; .a.ct. c:ubsiste!"ce hunt~nP" an~ f1c.ohi'!u and 
the nonulations of Rea mam~alR, birds, ~~d isl~n~ wildlife ~ave 
coexisted in deli~ate balance for ~~nerations; only if the 
natura) character and re~ourre9 of the island are le~ally 
nrotected can this way of life continue. 

T~P natural values of the island include mR.~v unusual habitats · 
and wildlife nonulations which deserve nrotection. Tvnical to 
Ntmivak are the estuar:lne aree.s ~nd s.<>,lt . .,.Jater lac:or.!"ls which 
sunnort a wi~e vRrlety of both breedin~ and mi~ratinu wate rfowl • 
. This is one of the few onnortunities in Alaska to uive wilderness 
nrotection to saltwater hqb1tat.~. The large seabird rookeries on 
the i s l and are ma ~or bre edinf areqs for bird s imnortq~t to the 
ocean ecosvstPm. The waters surrnundin~ the island contain both 
rare a~d e~dangered PDPcjes of whqle (i~cludinF the grav and 
bowhead, blue and humnbac~ed), Rs well a s numerous o ther ~nec1Ps 
of seql s and sea lions. The natural environment al ~o en ~urep 
healthv a~d nroductive uonulations of musk ox and reinde er. 

The r e fore, a t q t ime when Ala ska j ~ exoeri en cj n~ such tremendous 
chan~e disruntive of traditional lifestvles of both ~an Rnd 
wild1ife, those areas which sunnort subsistence l ife ~tvles ~nd 
divRrse wild11fe nonula tion s should bP ~iven this leaal nrotection 
a~ain s t unne cea cDrv intru s1~ns of the j~du s trial worlct. The 
B~F~,; has this onuortuni tv to co!'lti nue nrote ~t in~ a uni~ue ~ubarctic 
ecosy s tem and I fe ar wi thout wildern e ss de si~nation th is author 
itv mi uht b e r elin aui sh ed. I believe the ~ont5 n~ ~~ exis ten~e 
"-r th! ~ P,.,.(": ~~ .. c+e .... . '1,....'"',,_: ~~""' r .._ ""' ..,......_ r.,,ro-: ~r '.:l .,.;:: ..., Y"~W'l"\ ?_ 1 1 ~f'o. ~~ - ,.... """~ · 

,,~.,_~ ' '1_ ·-!0 + r. ~ -~0 "cl!l:' :~; ~ .;V"'\ ,...tj -~ ~·~ c. ~+c + ·.- .-Y"' 0~ • ..,., ~ ~ Y'\ c~...;~ ('~ o x ,......,...""",..:: n (l 

Wilde rne s s des i Fn a tion should not nre clude s nowm a chi!'le us e rv 
the ~ a t 1 ve s , nor should i t (or need i t) h amne r the ~a t ~ ve 
selection of three townshins conti p-uou s to Vekorvuk. BSFW 

:· manaue ment of the Wildlife Refuae as Wilderness is the 
onlv wa y to gua r antee the is land's ecolc~ical inteFritv whi~h 
include s man as an inte~ral nart o f the n a t ur a] environ~ent. 

~hank vou f e r t~ 1s onnort unitv to ~ave mv v iews included jn t h e 
hear i n~ r e cord. ,,, . 

~,~ r 
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£ureau of !:pert Fisherias ond Wildlife 
ltECEIV.Eu 

(\ 0V 9 1~73 

Ctiil:e .~::i. tho -~ : ;;'W 

j.,r!Cj-.~orc;;o;; . ""· - • .. 

Regional Director . 
Bureau of Sports l_"isheri·es 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Arichorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen, 

}trs. Beverly D. Riddell 
4955 Wolf St. N. 
Snlem, Oregon 97303 

& Wildlife 

I would like it entered on the official hearing 
record that I support a wildernes~ system designation for 
all of the Nunivak Nati6nal Wildlife . Refuge (except f'or . 
lands t6 be select~d by .the Naiives ·under · the Native 
claims A~t.) . · · · · ·· · . · · 

From the . desc~iptions I've read: of ~~e uniq~e . . _ 
fe~tures of this island, it~~ould s~~m · a .valuable addi~ion 
to our nationnl Wilderness System - artd a ~ay in which . 
the Bureau of Sp~rts Fisheries & . Wildlif~~ari answer the 
~~ndate handed it by t~e Wilderness Act o£ 1968 • . 

;;;;;;;;)) ~ tiiddl 
(Graduate st·u~ent; . . . . 
·Outdoor Recreati~n) · 

-
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.51-f~s. Jlci{ ._ll. !Ri!e11 
908 Gasi Sf2ady ..fa~e 

CJJJ ayza!a, .51 fimzesofa 55391 

Nov. 9, 1973 

Regional Director 

Sureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

Alaska Area Office 

813 D Street . 
... i c [ i v [ ~ 

, • I ......... . .., 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 . '-:: / 

Dear Sir, 

I haven't been up in Alaska for 10 years, but 

I have always wanted to return and once more enjoy 

1ts beauty and wildlife. I am sure I wouldn't recognize 

Anshorage or Fairbanks. 

The purpose of my letter is to request that Nunivak 

Island be placed in the Wilderness System in order to 

protect its wildlife and the native population's way 

of life. It is unique and should be saved for future 

generations to enjoy as an evidence of our conscientious 

stewardship. 

Sincerely, 
....-- R. A /f-. ' --lx~ 

'{~ ...... (j 

Mrs. Neil A. Riley 



EJ:~cu cJ r _ . 
·· P~rt F ~ · ,· • . ,, •er;s.s or.d w ·rd'·t 

" E C E I v f . ...; , ·•·e 

N CJV ~ 0 1.973 

Regional Director 

Office of t,'Je Ar~ o· 
vy ''ector 

Anc:hor:c;~e, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport 2isheries 
Alaska Area Office 

and Wildlife 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99901 

Gentlemen: 

20l1 12th 3treet 
Bedford, IN 47421 
November 17, 1973 

I and several others in this area urge inclusion of th~ 

Nunivak Island Wilderness area into the national wilderness 

system. I support the 3.5 million acFe inelusions. 

The wildlife resources here appear to be of such value 

as to protect and should be kept in the ~ildlife Refuge 

System. I believe that the reindeer herding will affect 

very little overall of the natural ecosjstem of the island • 

. Although the present refuge boundary has not been finalized 

this need not keep one from prohibiting •·lilderness designation. e A clearly fiefined boundary should be dra\m up. 'The protection 

afforded by wilderness designation also will coQplement the 

Highway Department's projected road plan. Both can and should 

work together to ensure protection of the area. 

I urge inclusion of the proposed area into the \·Jilderness 

3ystem. 

~ ·.e sp s c t.::-·'..llly, 

c .. u-~ 

cc Stevens 



NORMAN C. ROBERTS 

BUSINESS CONSULTANT 

530 SILVERGATE, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92106 (714) 224-8258 . - . 

'·' ., . .. ...... .... ~ G 

Regional Director 
Bureau o£ Sport Fisheries and Wi1dli£e 
AJ.aska Area 0££ice 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

November 6, 1973 

I am writing in support o£ Alaskan conservationists who are 
recommending that: 

All o£ Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness 
Syst~~, except £or lands to be selected by the Natives Q~der the 
Native Claims Act. The tota1 acreage conservationists are recom
mending is approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic and 
wildlife resources o£ both national and international significance 
should be kept in the National Wild1i£e Refuge System and not 
relinquished by the Bureau o£ Sports Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Thank you £or your attention to my comments. I wouJd appreciate 
having my letter placed in the hearing record. 

NCR/sw 
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. E'u;cc:!) of ~ .... - .. F: . . . 1 ---.... ~,_, - ~~~erfas orid-W::d:~~e 
. 1 · R f _C f IV f.., . . 

I . . November · 7, 1973 

· 4S! j7 f11,/~ /Jnv~ 
fa. c, h c . Grov~ J (If 

" .... :"":rc..,; ... 

o/~'7so 
93ar Sir: 

The entire area of ·the Nunivak National Wildlife 
. . 

Ref\jge · sho~d · be placed i~ the wii.<Brness s,ystem, _except 

for those lands which are to be selected by the Natives 

under the Native Claims Act • . 'J;'he use · by the natives ~or. 

subsistence . of smWmobiles - ldlich is permitted under .tte 

provisions o~ the .Wilderness Act - would assUre the. eontinued 

. ability of the~ people ._ purSUe their SuBsistence Way of 

· life. 
. . 

The . uniqueness and quality ·of. the area's natural 

respurres make it very desirable tO retaLn NuniVak Within 
. . . . . .. . 

. . 
the i·:ayional. :.-;n :Ufe ~efu_se S_yst~m . · . . . 

in ... he heari~ record. 

. Sincerely, 

A. -~.~-
stac:r B. - Robeson 

. l 



, . 'JV r; r;, ·g·(~ 1'-J I C.. 1.) \,. .) 

OHice of the )..r<'-:! D:r~~r 
Nlchcrc:Je. ;.,;::,~ 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

1641 Grand View Drive 
Berkeley, Calif. 94705 

15 Nove~~er 1973 

May I urge that Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in 

the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected by the natives 

urrler the Native Claims Acto 

cc: Representative Ron Dellums 



--

LAURANCE ROCKEFELLER 
57 EAST 73 STRE:ET 

NE:W YORK, NE:W YORK 10021 

f' ·' ' ' 'co nf ~-port F i ~ her'"s crd Wild'ife 
~ECEIV £D 

NOV 2 _31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchoroae. Alcslc:.o 

Gentlemen: 

November 16, 1973 

As a citizen, I would like to urge 
that the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
{BSFW) place all of Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in 
the Wilderness System, except for lands to be 
selected by th.e Natives under the Native Claims 
Act. Sureiy this unique wilderness refuge, with 
its tremendous scenic and wildlife resources of 
both national and international significance, 
could be saved for the future. 

Please place my letter in the hearing 
record. 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
· Alaska Area Office 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Sincerely, 

.I 
L ' 

. - - ·- J 
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614 Willow Street 
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

November 7, 1973 

and 

Re: Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
National Wilderness Preservation 
System 

Dear Sir: 

. ---~ - \ 

It has recently come to my attention that the Bureau 
is recommending against a wilderness designation for the 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. I request that this letter 
and my opposition to the Bureau's position be entered in the 
Hearing Record. I think it important that the Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge be included in the National Wilderness Preserva
tion System under the Wilderness Act. 

This summer my wife and I spent a great deal of time 
in Alaska, especially in the Bethel area and are convinced from 
our observations and discussions that placing the Nunivak N.W.R. 
under the protection of the Wilderness Act would be the appropriate 
and right thing to do. Being Easterners, we have been appalled 
at the shortsightedness which has existed in our part of the 
country in not preserving sufficient wilderness over the years and 
hope that the same fate does not befall -Alaska. The people of the 
United States will be the ultimate losers if the fullest possible 
protection is not given to Nunivak. 

Again might we reiterate our support for the inclusion 
of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System. 

cc: Hon. Matthew J. Rinaldo 
Hon. Harrison A. Williams, Jr. 
Hon. Clifford Case 

Sincerely 
' 



··- . 

.:...ec:i o~:;..:J. .~.~ir ector 
:Bureau of Sport .Fisheries & iJildlife 
~aM~a nrea uffice 
813 .D. Street 
~chorat;e, .cJ.aska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

1:r. & J.:r~. Wil~ion Roessle:r 
12732 0rizabu nVe. 
:,.G ·.·.-:_E;~ , ~. ~-~ :·. sc~~z 

.c-.-. lG, lS·73 

.n.S a for~er reside~lt of .">l:ci~or;:.,.:_-e, nl.c.0J:::-~, :-:.:1G. h.::tvinc had. the 
privilece of Yiii>i tine; .i;wlivcl:: I::;lo..nd. m::J.ny tiLeiit in our ~il'.!JL:..::~e, ~1d 
beco::.irl.b very fe-l_:ili r!.X vti th the isl 1-J..l'ld 81d. its 1 re i;iden t~J, \'ie ~u: e 
quite concer11ed ti::.u.t this area be retained in i t!i:' natur<Ll iitu.te. 

This is a vel''J' be:omtiful, 1)roductive and unspoiled :U'ea, on 
which cany ma.ny forl:li.> o.f wildlife d.eJ:.ielld fo1· their ho::..e a.."ld repl·o
duction, <;tlld the no.tiveliil tho.t live tl1.ere, live in conplete }~~r;:.02l.'/ 
with tl:eo. Th.is type of arr.:wl[;euent ia ver;; hard to fincl. ~~l~Y :.~c::..· e, 
a."ld i:» o2lly thu.t ·way bec<.(use of its' remotenesn a2 an i~»la.nci o.f the 
fu.r north. 

There is t3.l.k about so:~;e develo.vruent on this i~land, such <l.S a 
l'Oad conte:1p1uted. cov._pletel.J .:u·ou~~d it, b,y t!1e .nlask~ lii6hway Dept., 
and this aJ_.way:a leads to oti-ie1' typea of develop;lient. 

It is i'or t::is Teas on, for ita' w1i quenecn with everytl:.ii1g, the 
native~ and aJild.life livinc in cooplete hctruony with o~1e ;;tJ:OtlJ.e1', tl:at 
we thin_"%: tlw.t thin isl~1d, with the exception of t1:.e villC-Le of Lek
oryu_lc a..YJ.d the native 12"ld:. neu:rb;y should be L:i ven ;iilG.erne~w ·,iildlife 
i,e:fuge statu~. If t1;.is is not do:-~e, we fe,;.r t11.:1t thi& beautiful and 
unique isl~l::.C: will b ecoue overr eveloped. liXe so r;,n.ny otber pl;.:;.ce s we 
:tave seen. - - -

.. e would. like to Teq_uest tt.~ t this letter be pL~ced in tt.e 
c:f:ficial l;.e;a-i :~· record Y1l1ich we undeTst.:121d ret~[dns opell U..'1til 
hove~ber 23, 1973. 
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Gary L. Rosentrater 
Attorney at Lm-1 
810 South 11th Street 
Montrose, Colorado 81401 
Nov~~ber 14, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office · 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Nuni vak Hilderness 

Dear Sir: 

Although I am not personally familiar with Nunivak Island, I had 
read of the abundant wildlife and beauty that I am sure exists there. 
This island would seem to be an ideal wildlife refuge to be placed 
in the wilderness system. Your conclusion that the area should not 
be designated as wilderness does not seem supportable to me based 
on the information of which I am aware. 

The Alaskan natives would be able to continue using snow mobiles 
under the wilderness act, and the village of Nekoryuk and other 
areasselected by the natives can be excluded from wilderness de
signation. 

In the long run, I feel that it is clearly within the natio~al i nterest 
that ~rtmivak Island be designated as wilderness. 

Very truly yours, 

/ 
-. . ·- · 

GARY L. ROSENTRATER 

GLR:hw 
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November 3, 1973 

-· 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 

·.Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

GentlemEm: . 

·. We support the . Wild~rriess Society's ' ef~ort t6 · 
-pla·ee ··all Q:f ·Nl:mi-Vak ·N-a·t!i:~na;t -Wildlif-e . Refu.ge in 
the Wilderness .System. · · 

Please place our letter on: record. 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale E. Ruse 
.6 · Skyline Crest 
.Monterey," ·calif. 93940 

cc: Wilderness S6ciety · 
Cranston 
Talcot·t 
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t•J:-~·~I J (l; :; ·· .. · • r: · ~ }-,:_~• -~ cr•c! \Aj;\JI:f-:! 

RECEIVE,::.. 

C)~~ ·· ' } 1'-, ,... ,t. ;c 1 D:rcc'8f 

Ar:.~ .... ~c . : e ....... : .. ~ "~ 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
Bl3 D Street 
Anchorage~ Alaska 9950J 

Dear Sir: . 

and Wildlife 

I am sending this letter so that it may be placed in 
the record of hearings concerning the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

The Bureau of Sport Fishe~ies & Wildlife's proposal to 
deny wilderness classification to this island refuge must be 
re-examined, and hopefully, discarded in favor of one more 
closely aligned with the character and needs of not only the 
island itself, but of its Eskimo inhabitants. 

The Alaskan conservationists who recommend that the 
refuge be placed in the Wilderness System have carefully 
investigated and documented all the conflicts cited by the Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife, and have found them to be unfounded 
and inconclusive. To apply wilderness designation to a major 
part of Nunivak Refuge would preserve the values inherent in the 
area and also the way of life as practiced by a people for over 
two thousand years. Surely reasons such as these deserve action. 
However, the actions proposed and supported by the Bureau of SF & W 
do not take into account the major concerns at hand. There~ore, 

they should be actively opposed, and eventually, disregarded. 

• 



JOHN RUST 

November 7, 1973 

Regional Director 
- .) 

~ - •' - ~ ' I 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office ' - · .. :... f ·, :-

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: . -·::. 

I urge that all of the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge be pl~ced _in the Wilderness System, except 
for lands to be selected by the Natives under the 
National Claims Act. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous 
scenic and wildlife resources of both national and 
international significance should be kept in the 
National Wildlife Refuge System and not relinquished 
by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

cc: Rep. Thomas M. Rees 
Sen. Alan B. Cranston 
Sen. John Tunney 

_,\ --""" 
Sincerel;, __ / 

Jltl1 (;;:;; 
John Rust 
5033 Biloxi Avenue 

I 
North Hollywood 
California 91601 

· r- r 
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· All·ofNunivakNational Wildlife-"R.efuge be placed in 
the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected 
by the Natives under· the Native Claims Act. }lie.total 
acreage conservationists are recommending is approxi
mately 3,500,000 acres. 

Use of snowmobiles' for subsistence 'purposes is a 
prior existing right. permitted under the. Wilderness ·Act. 
The best way to assure that the Natives 'can continue 
their subsistenc~ way of life is to place Nunivak Wild-
life Refuge in the Wilderness System. · 

This unique ·wilderneSs refuge with its · tremendous 
scenic and wildlife resources of both national and inter
national significance should be kept in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System and not relinquished by the 
Bureau of SPort Fisheries and Wildlife. · 

~~~~ . 

·. ~g~~6~ 
t~"TO . ''·"'"""· ·· " orr~ 
--r~ .:~·~ ~ Mr.&Mrs.LoweiiJ.Sage 

'' -

~ v, 1~ • · 4353 Mt. Herry Ave. 
~~W~~ SanOiego,<:A 92117 . ~+· ~ y,_ <ft. 
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120 W. Haple Ave. 
Langhorne, PA 19047 
Novenber 9, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Bir: 

This letter is in support of Alaskan conservationists Yho are recommending 
that: 

All of Iiunivak iiational \.Jildlife Refuge be placed in the 
Wilderness Systen, except for lands to be selected by the 
l~atives uncier the Native Claims Act. Total acreage reco~enced 
is 3,500,000. 

Use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes, a prior existing 
right peroi tted under the \nlderness Act, as the best Yay to 
assure that the Hatives can continue their way of life. 

This unique wilderness refuge Yith its tre~endous scenic and 
wildlife resources of both national and international signifi
cance should be kept in the iiational ·vlildlife Refuge Systeo and 
not be relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisherbs and Wild
life. 

I request that this letter be placed in the hearing record. Copies of this 
letter have been sent to rr~ Congressoen, listed below, to show then qy con
tinuing concern for support of the cause of wilderness preservation. 

cc: Senator Hugh Scott 
Senator Richard Schweiker 

~incerely ycurs in helping to 
preserve our invironment, 

D~ona Sain, Registered Voter 
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Regional Director 

November lO, 1973• 
Fish Camp, Calif. 93623 

Bureau of Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office, 813 D. Street 
AbchorPge, Al~ska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

From all we know about the Nunivak islRnd we are sur
·~iised to hear that you do not intend to make it a 
Wilderness area. 

We are writing to urte you to reconsider and support 
th2.t all of Nunivak '~ational 'N'ildlife refuge be· pl?ced 
in the Wilderness ~ystem, except f9r such land~ as are 
selcted by th& Natives under the Native Glaim Act. that 
should be approximately 3, 500,000 acres. 

We think that this unusual area shoul~ be retained under 
your .tlure2u because of its grec:. t wildlife and scenic re
sources and also for the protection of the resinent natives. 

Please include this statement in your heRring record. 

Thankin6 you in advance, 

,. 
Sincerely yours, . '·. / . 

~~=~~{) 
Angiola Sartorio 



Regior.al Director 1 

4050 Poplar Ave 
Concor d, California 94521 
November 12, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We urge that all of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed 
in the National ~lilderness Preservation System, except for lands to 
be selected by Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

Nunivak Island is a scenic and unspoiled wilderness with rich 
wildlife resources. The Eskimos living on the island love the land 
and live in harmony with it. \'/ilderness protection under the 
Wilderness Act would preserve the refuge's natural values and ensure 
that the citizens continue their subsistence way of life. The natural 
state of the Refuge must be maintained with no habitat manipulation. 

The wildlife values of Nunivak Ref uge are of both national and 
international significance. The seabird rookeries here number among 
the world's largest. Protection of their nesting colonies and off
shore feeding grounds is essential to the survival of these birds. 
The waters surrounding the refuge contain sea lions, walrus, seals, 
and whales, including rare species. · 

We f eel that the Eskimos' use of the snowmobile does not pre
clude wilderness status, as the snowmobile has replaced the dog team 
and it is us ed for subsis tence purposes. The reindeer herding does 
not destroy the wildernes s values. The best way to assure that the 
l~:::.tives can continue their suosi s tence way of lif e is to pl ace liunivak 
Wildlif e Ref uge in t he i ildernes s Sy s t em . 

We reauest tha t thi s l etter be placed in the hearing record. 

c.c.: Senator Alan Crar.s : on 
Senator John V. Tunney 
Congressman Jerome R. Waldie 

Yo~rs t ruly, 



~ - "' c. ;_ ·• \ -
. ~ 

• : · .: ·: ... J 

, : ~I 

r: ,\ ._._. 

Regio~al Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
Sl3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

• J 

,..,, 

November 11, 1973 

I want to urge that you reconsider your stand on the 
Nunwah National wildlife Refuge. I believe that all of the 
Refuge should be included in the Wilderness System except for 
lands to be selected by the Natives under the Native Claims 
Act, apporxima.tely 3,500,000 acres. 

This is a unique refuge in the whole world and should be zealously 
guarded and protected with your Bureau retaining control over it. 

Very sincerely, · 

~- i ; . .- .-t-··· 
• 

Charlotte F. Saunders 
30 Saltus Drive 
Old Saybrook, Ct. 06475 

cc: Robert Steele, Representative from Connecticut 
Ella Grasso, Representative from Connecticut 
Abraham Ribicoff, Senator from Connecticut 
Lowell Weicker. Senator from Connecticut 
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THE REY. CARLETON SCHALLER JR. 

t6 SCHOOL STREET 
Cu-

•Ccu O( ;:Dcrt r·, LfiTLETO:-<, !\EW HAMPSHIRE OJS6• 
., · · tsncries d 

-All Sai•t:J' EpiMpal CA,.rct 
16 School Street 

Littleton, New Hamphsir~ 

" E C E I on Wild''' V E;;, ..• e 

f f~. r 
:· ~j\.f :d 6 ·g·~ 

~I, 13 
Office of th 

Ancho e Area Director 
ro:ze, IV~~ 

TA:e C'""'" if tk e7.fmi.aA 
North Wcxx!.otock 

~ovember 23, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau .of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 
This letter will be post~arked on this date so as to per-

mit it to be in clueS ed in the officic:l .hearine: record on the :;uni vak 
National \'iiHlife Refuge. Long a supporter of 'liilderness status for 
those_areas of substantial ecological sitTiificance, I strongly urge 
that the Uunivak ~ational Wildlife Refuge be included in the l~ational 
~ilderness 5yste~. ~urely the Village of ~ekoryuk could be excluded, 
as a vil:age ubviously does not oeet the criteria for Wilderness stat
us. Sinilarly, lancis which may be selected by the Alaska r;atives can 
also be excluded without disallowing Wilderness protection for the bal
ance of the Refuge. 

3ecause of the certain population and developmer.t che.nges 
which will occur in the State of Alaska (witness, for exanple, the 
building of the Pipeline with all its a-cte~daiJ.t perso.:--x.el and facil
ities), I believe that it becooes especially ioportant to give legis
lative protection to critical environ~ental areas. One such area, in 
my juG.gnen t, is t!'le I·~uni va~ ·,v ild.life Refuge. 

~cerely, 

c:a~ Lr 4£JiL 1 
Carleton Schaller Jr 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sportfisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

3848 W. 226 Street 
Ant. 208 
Torrance, Calif. 90505 

November 10, 1973 

and Wildlife 

It is my opinion that the Nuni vak National Vlildlife 

Refuge should be placed in the Wilderness System. 

The quantity of land in a natural state is fast dim

inishing as a result of accelerated industrializtion 

and development of natural re~ources. Every effort 

should be made to preserve as much of the remaining 

open space as possible for the enjoyment of present 

and future generations. 

Flease include this letter in the hearing record. 

Sincerely yours, 

A~no G. 3chef:cl 
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Regional Director 

1901 Ninth Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
November 5, 1973 

Bureau of Soort Fisheries and Wildlife 
~ka Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alas.ka 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please place this letter in the official hearing record. 

I recommend the following: 

1.-· That all of .Nunivak National ~·7ildlife Refuge be placed 
in the ~'lilderness System, except the lands to be selected by 
the Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

2. The use of snowmobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior 
existing right permitted under the vlilderness Act. I believe 
that the best way to assure that the Natives can continue 
their subsistence way of life is to place Nunivak \·lilderness 
Wildlife Refuge in the Hilderness System. 

3. The unique wilderness refuge with its scenic and wildlife 
resources of both national and inte~national siqnificance 
should be kept in the :;ational ~·!ilclife Refuce Svstem and not 
relinquished- by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~·:ildlife. 

SincGrely yours, 

Elizabeth Schwartz 



.. . •., .· - . .. 

c.~ 

: . '-· .... '(~ ;- :;.. 

Regional Director 
BureBll of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Axea Office 
813 D- street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir, 

1901 Ninth ~venue 
Sacr&~ento, Ca 95818 
November 16, 1975 

I am writing about the present situation concerning the Nunivak National 

Wildlife Refuge and the Natives Vlhose hope for existence lies in the 

Nunivak Wildlife Refuge being placed in the Wilderness ~stem except for 

lands to be se~ected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. Please 

do all you can tc keep this vdldernesfl refuge in the National Wildlife 

Refuge ~stem. I respectfully request that this letter be placed in 

the hearing record. 

(1;]?~~~ l ~dWJCJJt-0 
Victoria E. Schwartz j 
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Telephone: A reo Code 516 ~ l Y nbroolc. 3-5400 

456 MERRICK ROAD . . • LYNBROOK, NEW YORK 11563 

l ,. 
I 

R~gi.onai .Director 
Bureau of. Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Ar~a Office 
813 D Street · · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99s01 

Gentlemen: 
. ' . 

Wholesale Distributors 

November.l3, 1973 

aureau of Spcrt Fisheries and Wildlife . 
RECEIVED ' 

Office of the Area Oireeor 
/lndl~ .. Ak;.m 

Please place ~y name in support of the Alaskan ·conseiVationists and 
their recommendations on Nunivak Island wilderness. 

e . ihank you. 

I.· 
\ 

· 'v~ry truly yours, 

. . 

Fairway Electric Corp. 

MS/e 

\ 

' .· 

·. 
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JoAN H : SHAI..AcK,M .o : 
A PROF CS!IION"-L CORPORATION 

360 NORTH BEOF~RD DRIVE 

BEVERLY H ILLS, CALIFORNIA. 90Z10 

TELEPHONE 273- 5510 

November 12, 1973 

·Regional Director . 
Bureau of Sport fisheries and Wildlife 

· Alaska Area Office · . 
· 8130 Street . 
. Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

·Rea _ Nunivak ·Island Wilderness . 

Dear Sira 

.As a doctor and a humanist concerned .with tha pre
servatlon .of our environment, Joan H~ Shalack, rrt.o. 
supports Al~skan conservationist~ who recommend 

. that all of Nunivak National : Wildlife ' Refuge be 
pl~ced · in ·the Wilderness System, except for · lands 
to .be ~elected by the Natives ·under th~ Native 
Clain~s . Act~ .BY placing the Refuge in the \/Jil- · 

· ~d•rnn-s ··sy-stem, ~the ·flla't1vas wi11 . 'be able to 
preserve their ·culture· and to ~ continua their life 
style (a style that depends upon ·~he snowmobile-

. a · prior axis~ing right under the . Wilderness · Act.) 
• 4 • • • • 

The doctor considers the Wildlife· Refu~e to be · a 
uniqu• resouree of national and · international 
significanc~ · and urges· its preservation ~n the 
National· Wildlife · Refuge System. · 

Sh.e courteously request's ·this latter . be placed in 
the ~fficial ·hearing ~ecord and awaits your · polite 
reply of · the ·haaring _outcome. 

lllost cordially, 

-. • ~""/;~ /JcJu.~~2r 
{~rs.) fr.nces Sch•artz 

j . 

Secr•tary to Joan H. Shalack, m.o. 

CCI Senator Alan Cranston 
Senator John Tunney 
Congressman Thomas Reas 

... ., ..• ' · . .... 
:. 
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Sureau of !:p¢rt fi.sneries and W:::ii.fJ . 
R ECE I V E D 

NO 'I 1 91973 
Ottic.e of the Area Oirectoc ) 

~;horcae. Al:;..'o.Q , 

Regional -Director 

. . 

@!!) 

2210 West 35th Street 
San Pedro, Calif• 90732 
November 14, 19?3 

.Bureau of Sport · Fisher_ies and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 

··813 ·. D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I sincerely urge that all of Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge be placed in th~ Wilderness System, 
except for lands to b~ selected by the Native~ 
under the Native Claims Act ·. 

Thank you. 
\ 

William -H. Sheridan 
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C ·t.ce .... •!":e ~ ..... re-ctor" 
k '. ~ 'rc.;t:. ,. ..J 

Regional Directdr ·-- ~ · 
Bureau of Sport Fisher''ies and 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir.: 

. East Lal12 b c liMrs.N. S. Sbermu 

Whitefish, .\loat~ 
- -59937 

7,197~ . e_!Y· 
V.ildlife 

Nov • 

~·~e ·feel that Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 
should be placed· in the ioilderne.ss _System. · 
'!he Natives can ·select land to be excepted . 
under the Native Claims ·Act. This area is so 
unioue it ·must lie left -undisturbed f'or men 
and -beast's nOW and in the futur_e • I 

I, 

Pl~ase place. t h is letter in the record. 

Sincerely 

..... 
• • 

~------------~----~--~~~~----· =-~;~ .. -· .~--~~~·-··-·.-_ .. _-_· ~--~--------
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JACOB SIGG G9 
336 ORTEGA STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALl FORN lA 94122 

J Novenber 4, 19'73 

- ·.r:> ~ io~1!::-l ...;i:cE ctor 
::.ures.u O:i' .:;,port :.C 'L _ ::::. ri Es G.nci ... ilc:.li:;:·e 
813 D 3treet 
.. illchora.t;e, -·~la:.Lm 99501 

Doar Sirs: 

I ask that you pla ce t~nis letter in the hea rinG 
record regarding placing huni vak lJe:.tional ':iildli:t"e 
Ro~ge in the ·,/ilderness SysteD.. 

I a.'n in favor ot placinc; all of Nunivalc Island 
in the ;iildernes s G:;rsteo, y.,.-j_ th the exception of th~t 
portion selected by the natives under the Native Claims 
.n.ct. 'l'hi s is in line vvi th ny philosophy of d..niL,iz.ing 
:man's i11pact on the earth and settint; aside l a nCe wrli ch 
have no direct econor:lic inportance. I y;ould like to see 
more l a nds s et a8ide GS nearly &s possibl e in their n2tura l 
state. 

cc: ~enator ~~~n Cra nston 
i..>enutor John 'funney 
Congres suc..rr .filliilll 0. 
Congressman Ehillip S . 

,;,~u.illiard 
burton 
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and Wl'c!!;!f} ., _. r.,c .. Fis~rl~ · 
ourt';CU Ul -.- ,, . "' 

~ECEIVE"' 

NOV 2 '3 '1~73 
Office of 'he Area Director 

Ancho'"O"'EI, Alti!W 

J 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

4-B2 Copeley Hill 
Charlottesville, Va. 22903 
20 November 1973 

ive are writing in support of Wilderness designation under 
the Wilderness Act of 1964- for the Nuni vak National ~vildlife 
Refuge, excluding only areas selected by the local people under 
the rlative Claims Act. It is evident that the subsistence-type 
activities practiced by the native people are not in conflict 
with the terms of the dildneress Act, being in part ''prior eX.i..sting 
rights" and in part nonconflicting uses. The threat of future 
road-building is reason enough to protect this refuge with 

·Wilderness status. 

Alaska is not only the last great wilderness preserve of 
today, but an even greater wilderness resource for tomorrow. 
We hope that Nunivak will continue to be a part of that splendid 
resource. 

Please enter this letter in the hearing record. 

vo,..,s vo.., ,r f-r " 1 v 
- - ~ --.; .............. _ ... , 

, . ' ! 

- _--: -:: · ... ( - / . ..;_- - ._ ·, -~ · .... ·• · . . _,;;' 

~V"fV'N;, ~ > ~ 
.Hr. and Hrs. Robert H. Simms 
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lliss Hilary Simon! 
4;)20 Stone Canyon !.ve. 

·' :· :.: 
o~• ·.-: :: :· 

Regional Director 

--

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ·:rildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
8!3 D Street 
Anchorage, Ala~ka 99)0! 

Dear Sir: 

4 Sherman Oak~, Calif. 9!403 
November 3, 197) 

I am a high ~chool student and am very interested in ecology. I belong ~ 

the Wilderness Society, and,through one o! their n~~letters, learned of 

the hearing5 being held this month on the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. 

The newsletter gives information reearding the wildlife, the land, and 

the natives that live on Nunivak Island. I !eel_, in accordance with the 

Wilderness Society and other conservationists, that the best way to 

pre-serve and !ave the Refuge,is to place it in the National Wilderne3s 

Preservation S~tem. 

· I urge strongly that this be done. Co~rwationt~ts are recol'ft!!lending 

a total acreaee ·of 3,)66,000 to be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge 

System. 

Please place this letter in the hearin~ record. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

.. .... 
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t'i .'t ' .! ~'--\ t( ~ , 
STANLEY S !~~i~NER 

214 -N A',' EI·~! L:A ~.; ;..;.::f:'SA 

U .. G~ ~· 1;\ J!::...:_s, Ct.' l?". ·_.: .::.3 

November 6, 1973 
r:rc~~or 

C' I ;C~ · c\ 1': ::. ~·~~. ; '-" 

· P-r·Regi~nal Director 1 

Bureau or Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Friendaa 
We are interested in saving "~'U'NIV.AK." 

Ve are in accord with Alaska conservationists who are recon~ending thata 

All of Nunivak Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness Syst~ 
except for lands to be selected by the ~atives under the Native 
Claims Adt. The total acreage conservationists are recommendini 
is approximately a,soo,ooo acres. 

Use of sno'W1Dobiles for subsistence purposes is a prior existinat 
right permitted under the Wilderness Act. The best ~ay to as&nre 
that the 21\atives can continue their subsistence way of life is 
to place Nunivak Wilderness Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderneaa 
System. 
This unique wilderness refuge with ita tremendous scenic and 
wildlife resources of both animal and international significance 
should be kept in the :National \\'ildlife Refuge System and not 
relinquished by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Widdlife. 

We aincerely hope all of this will be accomplished for most 
assuredly we are in favor of the preservation of our wildlife 
places of refuge. 

a/d 

C~pies to The Wilderness Society Washington, D.C • 
.Alan Cranston-Senate Office Building, \t'aahington, D.C. 

~y dear Senatora Thanks for your interest in other matters and 
we do hope you'll agree wit9 this matter of interest, too. 

s. 



------ ---

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

and Wildlife 

3135 Johnson Avenue 
Bronx, -New York 10463 
Nov. 9, 1973 

I would appreciate your putting this letter into the hearing record concerning 
the Nunivak Island Wilderness of Alaska. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, wilderness areas in the United States, and indeed 
in the _entire world, are becoming increasingly rare. Wilderness areas are 
an important, unreplaceable resource for scientists and for the general public. 
As each piece of land falls into the hands of developers and lumbermen, the 
wilderness areas that remain become even more precious. Therefore, I call 
on you to support Alaskan conservationists and their friends all over the 
United States in their recommendation that all of Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected 
by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The total acreage called for in 
~his proposal is approximately 3,500,000 acres. 

Although it is true that the Native residents of Nunivak use snowmobiles, this 
is a prior existing right which is permitted under the Wilderness Act. The best 
way to assure that the Natives can continue their subsistence way of life is to 
place Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System. 

The Nunivak area's seabird rookeries number among the world's largest, and the 
survival of the birds in these rookeries depends upon the protection of their 
nesting areas. The waters around Nunivak are the home of sea lions, walruses, 
seals--iu particular the ribbon seal which is considered a rare species--whales, 
and many other endangered animals. In addition, Nunivak is internationally known 
for its herd of 500 muskox, and the Natives own a marvelous herd of 4,000 reindeer. 
The Natives, in contrast to the population that would move in should the Nunivak 
area not come under the protection of the Wilderness Act, live in harmony with 
the land. 

For all these reasons and for many more enumerated by Alaskan conservationists 
it is essential that Nunivak be kept in the National Wildlife Refuge System 
and not relinquished by the Burea of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. Thank you 
for your attention to this letter. 

Livia Sklar 
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sirs, 
~ 

Dear 

Nov.Sth ~· 

Enact legislation that will 
ensure the harmoniuo~s growth and development 
of ~univ~k I~l~nrl ~nd its inhabitants. Enact 
legislation _which . will open up Xunivak Isla.nd 
to give to . it not take from it~ Let the 
inh~bitants of Nunivak~Island - decide the 
future of the Islarirl. _ · If it is placement 
in the wiltlerness system they want, then· it is 
how .. they as a community want to grou. Ena6t 
legislation that wi 11 permit them to .· 
grow steadily nnd g overn themselfes steadily 
at·· their own pace .• The w~ty they want to 

· develop must be respe~ted~ 

. Bureau of ~Port fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE .:> . 

NOV 1 li .1973 . 
sincerely, 

D~tve Slusser 
Offi::e cf the J.reo Director 
. And\~ra:~e.· AlcskQ · 

Dave Slus s er . 
826 uA"to Stre~t 
~nrtn~fi~ltl nre ~~n. 

97 4 ~· 7 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska. Area Office 
81) D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Regional Director, 

Irene M. S!!!ith 
424 Pleasant st. 
Leominster, v~. Ol453 

November 19, 1973 

NOV 2 31973 

I ~ writing in support of placing the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge in -the National Wilderness Preservation System~· 

The Bureau apparently feels that the use of snowmobiles by the 
Alaskan natives and reindeer herding preclude wilderness system desig
nation. Even with these, the main criterion of wilderness classifica
tion is fulfilled--"the imprint of man's work (is) substantially un
noticeableM. Indded, in spite of the natives' necessary reliance on 
the above-mentioned activities for their subsistence, they still exist 
in harmony with the environment. Obviously, the village of Mekoryuk 
and areas selected by the natives would not be granted wildernsss 
classification. 

The possibility that the Alaska State Highway Departmen~ may con
liitr\L\ ·• roo.d ·krour1j the island of Nuni<v<~,;.k is ·a stronger, rather than les
ser reason to grant wilderness status, since the Bureau itself st•ted 
that its intention was tQ ptotect the ecological integrity of the natural 
environment. 

A more clearly defined refuge boundary should be drawn, but need 
not stand in the way of wilderness classification. The s~e applies 
to the conflict with the military ~ntitlement to the refuge, which 
should be changed to reflect current use. 

I trust you will seriously consider these comment~ and consecuently, 
reco%mend incorporation of Nunivak into the Wilderness Preservation 
System. 

•. 

\ . .,. ' ·. · .... 

Sincerely, 
~_,..,__ );, · Lm , __ t( 

.Irene M. Smith 

~ -- _· ... 
.._...,., .. . ·- . ~.-
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November l8 • 1973 .· 

~egional Director . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 

~-~ ~"' ,- 813 D Stree·t 
,_. - -~ -~-~ ~- ~:-·-Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

)..'$- <- . -----: . 

.- - '• 

Dear Sir: · 

-...- ' I am writing to urge that all of ~ 

.·. ;;; the -'Hunlv.ak ~ti.onal Wildlife Refuge be placed .-
~ . . 
·. in the Wilderness System~with the exception of 

~- ' the land to be chosen . by the natives under the 
Natives Claims Act. 

·• Very si~cerely yours. 

!.: ., ~~~- -~ 'uL~ -0~- ~,;-;., . -
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~sgional Director 

·: :;u cl ~port fish~ri.:s and Wildlife 
RECEIVE:J 

r~uv 2 31973 
Ott ice ol the Area Dirac-tor 

Anchorage, Alaslto 

3ureau of S?ort Fisheries & ~ildlife 
hlaska ~rea Office 
813 "D" 3treet 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99501 

To ~hom it may conc2rn: 

68 :iest 83rd 3treet 
~ew York, ~.Y. 1G024 
!~OVe:nb_:;r 13 I 197 3 

For the record, I would like to include my SU?JOrt of the ~il~arn~ss 
Socicty•s reco~rnendations that: 

ALL of rm~~rv.;;~z :~_-=-.?Io:-t.;L ::IillLIF3 R3Fv33 be placed in the ~·alderness 
Syste;';'l1 exce?t fo.r those l.:l:1ds to ~e selected by the natives, 
under the !Jative Clai::~s .\ct ••• 

It is my observation th~t wilderness areas are the ~o3t highly valued 
of any of the so-called restful, or recu?erative vacation areas or 
"experiences" cho;.;en by individual human :!:)ein;s. 

-I. hoi?e that you wi 11 not take for granted the luxuri -')US \.Ji ld2rness 
surrouncin;s in which you ure a~le to find vwrk. i/,ost citizens 
cannot afford to live in ~he areas w~ich the~ would choose--
but they (I) clinJ ~ightly to the ho?e of vi;iting th8se uns?oiled 
places ~t least one ~ime, an~ ~refera~ly more frequ2ntly, in our 
lives. Please ma%e sure that there i3 so~e untouched-by-human-h~nds 
land left for those who are suvinq for this kind of a soul-resting 
experience. 

~:~ 
Sally o • .::;myth 

cc: tb congress~oman Bella ;bzug 
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CteMICALBAN< . .. . 

20 Ptne Street 
New York, NY 10015 

· november 8~ _i9/3 I "-......:... - t . 
Regional uircctor . . 
Bureau of ·Sport Fisheries 6.. Wildltfe- Jot.:pzrtFk'l~rhso~Wildll!e 
Alaska Area Office · ~ E·c E I V E :J 

813 D Street · · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99~1 

Dear Sir: 
.· 

f.:fJiJ 1. J ~~73 

. QHi::e ct 'he ~- e::J ~;rer.nt. 
r..r.i.ur~;a . ." ~!:;. ~;a 

-I am writing co urge you to ·place -all of · t.he Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge in ·the WUdnerness System . 
(ex~ept tor la~ds - to be ~elected~i native Alaskans 
under the Native Claims Act) andJtnis beautiful, ·. 
as-of-yet -unspoiled _area not be relinquished by· 
the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. · 
Furthennor-, I am requesting that this letter ·be 

c...p.la.c;e.d _,in.J:J.wi. heari.Jlg~ record. 

As a wildnerness lover and a New York Cicy res~den~, 
I cannoc voice my opfnion s~roog enO\I&b to vrese.:ve 
wbaf little is left of thls country's wilderness 
areas. . I hope . to visit Alaska so.on and photograph · 

_its wildiife and people; But, if .I should not be 
that fortunate,· at least give me and others like 
me who live in over -populated, polluted urban· areas, 
_the peace of mind to know that ·· there are some areas . 
left in the U.S. that are still in their natural 
·state. 

Again, I urge you "to "make Nunivak 
Wildnerness ·Preservation System. 
this letter to my Congressman, Ed 

part _of the National 
I am send1ng a copy of 
Koch. 

· Sin~erel~ _ ~ __ I · . 

~~ (p . . ~J.o,. 
~;J-;: Snoddon · . . · 

-

.._.. - - . 



B~~ecu of ~~·~ft r ::: 'l::!( ..:S Gild \A( ;r r.! l: ~e 
llt£CEIYE:) 

( 1 t'· : •:_ ,,:.. ~ J :· •• ~· r ._ ... ;• ,.-

A.r.~:~r c~e, A!..:.J.Q 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
8]3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950] 

Dear Sir: 

j 

and Wildlife 

1133 24th St.,NW 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
October 31,1973 

I am sending this letter so that it may be placed in 
the record of hearings concerning the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

The Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife's proposal to 
deny wilderness classification to this island refuge must be 
re-examined, and hopefully, discarded in favor of one more 
closely aligned with the character and needs of not only the 
island itself, but of its Eskimo inhabitants. 

The Alaskan conservationists who reco~~end that the 
refuge be placed in the Wilderness System have carefully 
investigated and documented all the conflicts cited by the Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife, and have found them to be unfounded 
and inconclusive. To apply wilderness designation to a major 
part of Nunivak Refuge would preserve the values inherent in the 
area and also the way of life as practiced by a people for over 
too thousand years. Surely reasons s~ch as these deserve action. 
However, the actions proposed and supported by the Bureau of SF & W 
do not take into account the major concerns at hand. Therefore, 
they should be actively opposed, and eventually, disregarded. 

::: -"---.o-.o l -· --- - ..... ..__ ---· ' 
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· · • :nerie5 01' · · 
. (~?~ttf's' 'I t. ,SAUL SOLOMON. M. D., F.A.C.P. 
tutcC'I 0 'II. E C. E \ · · 7!H>. PA~K AVENU~ 

NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 

REGENT 7•360 1 

November 5, 1973 

The Regional Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisherie$ & Wildlife 
Alaska .ft,.rea Office 
813 D Street 

· Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

·Dear Sirs: 

I wish you wwld place mylEtter on the hearing recor~ ·cf 
Nuri.ivak Island Wilderness in Alaska. This island is unique in ifs 
w·ndlife,both birds and mammals. ~ not protected, the ecologic . 
integrity of the· island -will b~ ·endangered. I hope that the Island 
w_ill _not be managed to death as has been done w·ith soine other 
wilderness areas. 

Very t'ruly · yours~ 

. /d(a;:ft'~~~ 
./ · Saul Solomon, M.D. · 

SS/a~a 

. . . . .. 
--------" 

. / 

l 
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,,1 :;::;<1 f .s.';cr.,s ·c ~d V·li'd1:ft: 

J!t E C i: I V f. , 

i'4 1W 2 j 19/3 
Ott1:e of the /.rea D ~c·:t~ 

An~o~e, Al:-:~~..'1 / 

Regional Director 

385 l·~ . ',testi·:ind Drive 
El Cajon, Ca. 92020 
i·:ov. 19, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries ~nd Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
S1J D Sta-Bet 
An~horage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I wish to go on record for placing all of i~uni vak 
National Wildlife E.efuge in the ·\iilderness System. 

Apparently lands selected under the l~a ti ve Claims 
Act, only, would ~ave to be exe8 pted. 

Eowever, my friends living in ~laska tell me that, 
on every hand, ·thot new anci delicate land is being des!Joiled 

and appears to be up for grabs on every pretext, Hhich 
means the r:iost beautiful area remaining to the U • .::> .;. •• \·li l l 
be destroyed forever. I have much Indian ancestry, and have 
every sy1.1pc;. thy v;i tn the n c;.ti ve peoples of nlc;.ska , as cf t h e 
rest of tl: is cou11try , but ttere see:u to be tenci encies to 
equate lrna ti ve land cla::r.1s 11 and Hv;ilder ness," t!:.us satisfying 
t\'10 claims at once. · Clearly, native peoples in today' s \·rorld 
will not, forever, keep t t eir l ands as wilderness. their 
lands ".rill hc:.ve to be developed. .::;ative claims and 
\Lli erness clai;.:s ca~~not be s yr.ony.::OUS • 

cc: John TuLney-: 
Alan Cranston 
lionel Van Deerlin 
Bob -.-¥ilson 



November 12, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

,. 995'01 

Dear Director: 

Please strongly support the proposal by Alaskan conser- · 
vationists to include virtually all of Nunivak National 
Wildlife Refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. The total acreage of such a Wilderness Area 
should be roughly 3,500,000~ acres which would not include 
about 69,000 acres which local natives should be allowed 
to own. 

This unique '>'Jilderness area should be protected against 
any future destructive development, and its precious 
wildlife conserved for the enjoyment and appreciation 
of future generations. 

Hopefully this island will always remain a unit of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, fully protected as 
an official Wilderness Area. 

Please include this letter in your official hearing record 
on this matter. Thank you very much. 

300 Eu"2.2 Drive, 
Montebello, Calif. 

90640 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Richard Spotts 

, • 
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MRS. PAUL SQUIBB 

1 tl \~73 BOX 331 ..,._. --- • N ()\j . CAMBRIA, CALIFORNIA 93428 -

· :-- ftne;Ar~~Oicccto~_: November 12, ·1973 -· ·· 
oH~ee ·0 .Atoc.lw 

-1.1"-:.l·.orc;le. - . 

Regional Director- . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries ·and \fildlif e 
~aska Area Office · · · 
813 D.Street . 
echor'age' Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: (for hearing- record) 

I hope that all or' ·lfuniva.k National Wilcllife · 
. Refuge (about · 3.5 million acres) will be placet 
. in the Wilderness System, . except lands to. be· 

. tJel.~cted .by th-e.k:ti-•.:e& ~r tile llativ-e ·claims 
Act • . 

Copie~ to: _ 
_ Senator Alan cranston· 

_. · Senator John Trmney . 
- -Representative Burt L. · Talcott 

.. - .. 

J 

:·~ 

• I 
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";. . 
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HENRY C. STAEHLE I HJNT1~GTON HILLS ROCHESTER,~. Y. H622 I 
November 8, 1973 

.· 

\.. ... 
t - _.,I :: .... '.; • . 

Regior2l Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

. . ; 

J 

and Wildlife 

Having had somewhat more than passing contact with 
both the Alaskan wilderness and the Eskimo, I am moved 
to write to you requesting that Wilderness status be 
conferred upon the Nunivak Refuge Area in accordance 
with the Alaskan Conservationist's recommendations. 

cc. Frank Horton 
Barber B. Conable Jr. 
Jacob K. Javits 
James w. Buckley 

Yours truly, 

I 

Kindly place this letter in the hearing record. 

.. 
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THAD C. STANFORD M.D., F.A.C.S., P.C. 

' Physicien & Surgeon 
Orthopedic Surgery. 

873 Medical Center Or. N.E • 
Salem, Oregon 97301 · 

·Eurecu of !:pcirt Fisherles and Wildlife 
RECEIVED 

November 13, 1973 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries and. 
Wildlife 813 D St.· 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

f\ ov 2 l) 1973 
Office of 1he .Area Director 

. ~rage,~~ 

I am asking that this letter be placed in the hearing record on the 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. 

I feel that the Nunivak area should be placed in the wilderness system. 
This would be except (or any land ·selected by the natives under the Nat
ive · Claims Act. .I disagree very much with. the. bureau's stand that the 
area should riot be placed in the wilderness system. 

Since~~ 

Thad C. Stanfor~~: ~. · 
TCS:cll · • . ·. 

. .__ 

~ 
I 

: 



.:.. 1 nj ~ ·; _ ~ ;· :' .· ·.· "": .: '.\I :' ,_': : :2' 
R E C f:: ; 'i i: ·• 

Loren W. Croxton 
Acting Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 

- and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

402 West Forest Street 
Roswell, New Mexico 8$201 
November 12, 1 9 7 3 

' "' 
, 
" 

After concluding the second reading of the NUNIVAK 
today_ 

WILDERNESS STUDY SUMMARY/ which was sent to me in Sep-

tember, 1973, I am writing to say that I agree with the 

proposal that NUNIVAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE not be 

designateda wilderness area in the National Wilderness 

Preservation System. 

Kindly make this letter a part of the official 

hearing record. Thank you. 

MBS 

Yours very truly, 

/' ', ~ ' ~) 1" 

it:t>'ifa:iran vsta*'~eli~--
402 West Forest Street 
Roswell, New Mexico 88201 
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u.s. Department of the In~erior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

244 SW 19lst St. 
Seattle, Wash. 98166 
November 1, 1973 

Bureau of Sport fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs; 

While unable to attend the Public Hearings on the \'lilder
ness study of Nunivak Isiand with reference to the Wilder

ness act, Public Lmt 88-577 I would like to comment. 
I have been actively flying in Alaska since July of 1946 
and am currently on the Seattle-Anchorage run for \'/estern 
Airlines. I have visited Nunivak Island many times for 
extended periods at all seasons, the most recent being a 
ten day period in August of 1973 which I spent on the West 
side of the island between the bird cliffs and Duchikthluk Bay. 
I traveled completely around the island by skiff on this 
trip. 

I have carefully read the study summary of the Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge by the Fish and \'lildlife Service 
~nd find it factual and fairly complete. I concur with 
their conclusion that it not be designa~ed a -~·iil.derness 

Area in the Na~ional ~ildlife Preserva~ion Sys~em. 

Many of the fac~ors wh~ch lead ~o the necessi~y far desig
nating wilderness areas are no~ present here aLa some are 
actually decreasing. Fewer men are trapping on the ~and 

now due to the availability of other work in recent years. 

Since they take mink and fox, this may have some impact 

on reindeer production as fox are known to take new-born 

reindeer calves. Also seal hunting will decrease due to 

lack of a market for the skins following implementation 

/ 



2 

of' the Marine l<Iammal Protection act. 

One of the main points of conflict with designation of a 
Wilderness Area would be the use of snoY~achines on the 
island. I have never witnessed any damage to the surface 
by these ma~hines except in the close vicinity of the vil
lage where it is unavoidable. The interior of the island 
being an upland plateau of 500 to BOO feet above sea level 
remains considerably colder than the surrounding coastal · 
perimeters and retains its protective snow cover long after 
the snow has melted in the viiage area. The residents have 
stored their snowmachines for the summer and turned to 
water transportation by skiff before the snow cover on the 
major portion nf the isand melts. Therefore, the bulk of 
the terrain does not suffer damage from snowmachine trMvel. 

There is considerable difficulty in establishing a Wilder
ness Area on Nunivak enclosing a population with tradition
al legal and moral rights to use of their environment. Sel
dom has increased restrictions benefited mankind where the. 
need is not indicated. 

Whereas the bulk of the evidence from knowledgeable parties 
supports no need for the establishment of ·a Wilderness Area 
on Nunivak Island, I reccommend that it not be designated 

· as such under the Wilderness Act of 1964. 

Sincerely· yours, 

~ff?~:tvJ ~~ 
Robert w. Stevens 
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RoBERT F. STEWART 332 SoUTH LoxRAINE BoULEVARD • Los ANozus. Cul.l'oH51A 9oo2o 

November 5, 1973 · 

Regional Director . 
Bureau of Sport -Fisheries _and Wildlife · 
Alaska Area Office . _-

1 
. 

813 D Street --
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I ·recommend that: 

·· .• • : ;.-.•. Ft;;,ei:;;$ and Wildiife 
REc;: _EIVED . 

NOV 8 1973 
Ott..:t. ot t~e Area Dir~ 

~'lor<;;e, N!:skQ · I 

All of Nunivak National Wildlif~ Refuge ·be .placed in the · . 
. Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected by the 

Natives under the Native Claims Act'. The total acreage .. · 
conservationists are recommending is approximately · . 
3,500,000 ac·res. 

I 
I 

Use of snownobiles for .subsistence 'purpqses is a· prior . 
eti'Sting ·-MYht· per•ufftt"ed under the Wflderness Act. The 
best way .to assure that .the Natives can continue their 
subsistence way of ·l_ife · is to ·place Nunivak _Wildlife 
Refuge in the Wilderness System • . 

This ·unfque wilderness refuge .with ··its tremendous . 
· scenic and wildlife resources -of both national and · 

international s~gnificance . should be kept i~ the 
National Wildlife Refuge System and not relinquished by 

. the Bureau of Sport Fisheries a·nd . Wildlife~ 
. .. 

I request that this letter be placed in the hearing 
record. 

Robert F. Stewart 

RFS:kat 
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Loren W. Croxton 
Acting Area Director 

WILLIAM A. STIVERS 

4107 NORTH STAR STREET 

SPENARO, ALASKA 99503 

5 November 197.3 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Off ice 
81.3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear ¥~. Croxton' 

I have reviewed your 11Nuni vak \-!ilderness Study Sl..t:ll!Mry," and disagree with the 
.Bureau's recommen:lation that none of the refuge should be designated as wilderness. 

I recoiT'J!lend that ail of Nunivak Nationas Wildlife Refuge be placed in the 
Wilderness System. except lands to be selected by the Natives under the Native 
ClaL"lls Act. 

The best assurance that Natives can retain their subsistance way of life 
would be to incluje the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge in the \>iilderness System. 
Use of Sn~nobiles for s ubsistance purposes would be permitted under the 
Wilderness Act as a prior existing right. 

;;;;~,~ 
William A. Stivers 
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DAVID N. GREY, M:D . 

turc<:U of ~~crt Fi;~r:ies c~d w;:d:ife 
R f·C E I V E .; 

. JOHN P. BURNHAM, M.D. 
HENRY L. STOUTZ, M.D. 

f, 1 I) •1a71. .. .. . - .. \. . - LOMA VISTA !tOAD, SUITE P' 

VI!NTUitA. CALIP'OitNIA 

Ortics Cf ~e />reo Oirc;tor 
An:horc;e, .A!c:.r.a 

~-· November 7, 1973 

Regiona~ Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheri_es and Wildl i_fe 
Alaska Are·a Office · 
813 D Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs: 

1 am writing in rega_rds the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge. I would strongly u,rge t.hat the ls..l.iu:U:I he .con- ·. 
sidered as qualirying for wilderness· protection under 
the Wilderness Act. I think ·an island lends itself to 

·· . such a designati6n since there Is little likelihood of 
intrus.ion over its boundaries~ Particularly. in this case, 
everything possible should be done· to preserve the wil~er
ness nature of the island and the way' of life of the inhab
itants. This could best ·be -acconipl ishe.d by placing it in 
the Nationat' .Wilderne.ss System. I do not . feel that the · 
presence of the ra i ndeer herd or the use of sno~ob i les · 
by the inhabitants is · a contraindication, ~inci.· these are 
now a part of their "way of 1ife11 and not comparable to 
recreational use of sno~obiles in other parts of the 
United States • . I therefore rec01m1endthat iJj of ·the . 
island except for ·the village of Mekoryuk....,. the areas 
to be selected by the natives under the Alas.ka Na.tiv·e 

· claims Settlement Act be included in the Wilderness Preserve. 

Si~yoll~~ 
Henry L. Stoutz, H. D. 

HLS:qb 
cc: Representative Charles Teague 

·u. S. Senator Alan Cranston 
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kOV 2 6 1873 

Office of !he Arec D;rector 
Anchorc;:~e. Ala~ 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

and Wildlife 

138 Lathrop Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53705 
November 19, 1973 

I support the designation of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge, in
cluding the submerged lands, as wilderness. Only those lands selected by 
the Alaska Natives for their own use should be excluded. The remainder of 
Nunivak Island should remain under the administration of the Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and ·Wildlife, and not be turned over to anyone else. 

The right of the Native inhabitants of Mekoryuk to hunt and fish for 
their own purposes in the National Wildlife Refuge should be recognized, 
although non-Natives should not be permitted to hunt on the island. Rare 
and endangered species, such as whales and ribbon seals, should be protect
ed completely. 

The ~Alaska Hiehway Departmant 's pt>o-posal for a scenic drive around 
Nunivak Island strikes me as one of tmmost ridiculous ideas I have heard in 
a long time. I hope the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife will vigor
ously oppose this plan, as well as any plans which may exist for a military 
base on the island. The legislation designating the Nunivak Wilderness 
should remove the current privilege to establish military or naval bases on 
Nunivak Island. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ (., 8 J:tt:,_. f~_ ._.;f 
John 5. Sutherland 

' , 
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NOV 0 1873 

Regional Director 

862-A Yak Est~tes 
Fairbanks, Ak. 99701 
November 5, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813D street 
Anchora9e, Alaska 99501 

Sir: 

I wish to go on record as favoring the inclusion of large 
portions of the Nuni var ~;ational Wildlife Refuge in the ~:ational 
Wilderness Preservati'on System. I believe t:I-.et the Bureau, in 
its wilderness study is being extremely narrow in its interpret
ation of the viilderness Act. The reasons cited for recommending 
against wilderness desigantion are unconvincing. 

Sincerely yourc, 

p\-J~-L~JJ.~~r_ 

Russell Tabbert 
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Pef!ionnl Dir '?~to,... 
Ptire~u o~ Snort "!<'i sl:~ries 8.n~: ,-'.Tildli:fe 
Al~~ka ~req·o~~ice 
Pl3 DQ~tT'~~t 
Anchor~.~e,Alaeka q~.501 

---· . -·-- - i. j I 

"!"ncloFe~ ~ro MV corrrr-~nts wHz"l: res"C'ect to the t'lrosed ~·dJ.::: erness for the 
Nunivgk Ustion-~1 ~.'lilr:ife PefuQ"e in t~e st-:~te of' Alafka. 

'T'h~ uToneP-~1 nr'ovir< os +.he ~ re or'!rortunitv o-f !'Ire~ erving wilderness for 
all in .q-"~njtion to be~t insu .... in~ t~at those vslues e~sentisl to prot
ectinn o-P the o-r~ti. 0n -Po~ t~o n!'!tiv~e to continue to rursue a subsistence 
lT'ode o-P eYi stonce i +' t'h~=>y so elect. 0nly t"-. e wises :foresaw this unique 
orro!'tunitv whon tne l?~t1 ,.,;l"!e-rness svste!T's set was ras~ed but it is a 
tribute to the +'arsiQ"htedness o+' the acts sunnorters. 

Ac~or'dinr!ly inclusion oco O'!er 3.5 r!'il ,ion acres of the refug-e( excluding 
1'ekoryuk ~md l~ds to he selected bv t~e nativeF under the rtlaska n:2tive 
claims act) are reco!!'J'T'ended +'or ,.·i:r ernes e stqtus. 

Ple~se include the above co~ents in the hearing record. 

Cr:!:ITonornbl~ -nike ~~el 
~onor~bl~ ~ohn ~naT~an 
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DR. IRWIN N. TEKULSKY 

turccu· of!;:-: t Fi:;~~=~· ->l 0:-:.:!. W;~f!i r., O~TI-fODONTIST . 
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wrccu 01 ~i)Crt fisher~ and W;lC.:li.;e 
lt ECEIV EO -
:.ov 1 ~ 1973 

Qritce cf the /Jrea Director 
~chorcae,}J~ 

ELIZABETH THACHER 
· 4831 Thacher Road . 
· ojai, California 93023 

October 7, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area ·Office 
813 D Street · 
Anchorage, ·Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirr 

Please nlace this letter from me · in the hearing record on 
Nunivak-National Wildlife Refuge. 

I write to support the plan to place the above named refuge 
se·-~la&e:et- in the Wilderness System, except for land·s to be 
selected . by the Natives up.der the Native· Claims Act.' . 

I am very much . interested in · conservation and in preserving 
as much wilderness areas as we can in the u ·s A. · . 

Yours very sincerely 

···. ~~:o.d~;g·. '-:J~ C_L(_Ly:. 
Eliz·~beth Tha·cher · ·. · . · 
member of · THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY · 

Copies to 
Senators Alan .Cranston and · John Tunney 

· Congressman Charles . reague 
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Regional Director 

6609 Arroyo del Oso, NE 

Albuquerque, NM 371J 9 
November 13, 1973 

Bureau o! Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 

Alaska Area Jffice 

813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We wish to express our support for in~luding in the 

Nati -onal ,'iilderness Preserva ti:>n Sys te§ those par t s of 

Nunivak Island not selected b~' tLe villagers of :i ekoryuK 

as .:.:elllas the very important natural r e s ):..lrces r e presented. 

in tidal regi~ns and subme~ged areas. Please ~aKe our 

request part of your official bearing re cord on t he ~Jnivak 

National Nildlife Refuge. 

Ne reel tha~ the import~nce of wilder~ess on Nunivak 

should preclude military use or road ouiljing and snould 
be used as arguments to halt su~b activities. 3oundaries 

are pe --haps a p.roblem, b-1t surel} it is onl.y o. n:.inor one. 

The ~anage r: ent difficulties of incorporGt ing £s~ioo a c tivi t ies 

within a Wilderness are just t hat, d~ fficulties. ~ )St 

ac ti vi ties would a ppea r to oe l e r a l un:le r t !e .Vilde1':1es s Ac t;. 

Sincerely y ours, 

i~ U-p "1?· ~~ 
. > . - ----; -! ' 

{_ ( •• -< ..,:·.._ / t -c: ··" ;; : 
--1 - - - ........ -

/ 

Phi lip D. t hacher 

Aij a rhac!·~ er 



Chapman 
.C!!_V . 

College oR AN c E. - cAL 1 -FaR N 1 A _ 9 2 6 6 6 • (714) 633-8821 
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Novenber 8, 1973 r_· . ·:-: _:. 
- - · .... •' 

, __ - --'=-~·::_. ' -- ..) 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Person: 

This is a letter in support of the position that all of Nunivak 
National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except 
for land to be selected by the natives under the Native Claims 
Act. 

With this action, this unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous 
scenic and wildlife resources can be preserved for future generations. 
Hare importantly and humanistically, this action would be the best 
way to assure that the 250 Eskimos living on Nunivak can continue 
their subsistence way of life and therefore hold on to their unique 41t cultural integrity. 

We believe that Americans have reached new levels of ecological 
awareness and preserving the integrity of native cultures. Therefore, 
we believe an assessment of public sentiments would indicate wide 
public support and interest in the cause of wilderness preservation. 

We respectfully request that this letter be placed in the hearing record. 

Yours truly, 

jj7 /Ll~~.e/ 
Gilbert Thiba~lt 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 

/~/Vrc·~ 
Henry Koerper 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology 

cc: Senator Alan Cranston 
Senator John Tunney 
Congressman Andrew J. Hinshaw 

--





Regional Director 

9798 East La:i·~r Street 
Spring Valley, California 92077 
Nove~ber 14, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \·/ildlife 
Alaska Area Office J ~. . 

; ; ... _. .: :·· 813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We are writing to urge that Nuni vak !~atione.l Wildlife 
Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System---except for the 
village of Mekoryuk and those lands to be selected by the 
Natives under the Native Claims Act. This would mean that 
a major part, about 3,500,000 acre~ would thus be placed in 
the Wilderness System. 

We feel that it is very important that the Natives should 
be able to continue their subsistence way of life there---and 
the best possible way to insure this is the designating of a 
Wilderness Wildlife Refuge. We have seen first hand, during 
time sPent in Nome, what happens to Eski~o pop~lations that 
are displaced and are forced by present circumstances to fit 
into an alien situation. It is a sad and seemingl y hopeless 
predicament. We have done the Native people a great deal of 
harm. Past injustices to Eskimos should not be compounded. 
The providinE of welfare funds is a poor and degrading substi
tute for the opportunity to live in the cultural subsistence 

·patterns native to them. 

The Natives' use of snownobiles for subsistence purposes 
is a "prior existing right" which is thus permitted to continue 
by the Wilderness Act. 

We object to the Alaska State High'\-ray Department's future 
plans to build a road around Nunivak . This g oes a ga inst your 
Bur~au's ovm policy of protecting the ecolosical integrity of 
the natural environment. Th is projected, pos s ible road is a 
strong argument for designa ting the Refuge as a Wilderness 
Area.Nunivak Island needs protection from such road building. 

The reindeer herding has not affected the rlilderness qual
ity of the area. It has left the Refuge substantially "untram
meled" and is important to the subsistence needs of t he Island's 
Native people. 

We ask that you please make this letter a part of t~e ~ear
in~ record. Nunivak Island i s a gr eat asset, coth sc enica lly and 
in wildlife, for Alaska and thus for t he country. It should be 
kept in the National Wildlife Refus e System. We urge that the 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and i'lildlife not relincuish it. 

Thank you for your 
decision. 

careful consideration of this important 

)114.1 # . /~-<. ..__,_._~~ _ A__ . .V. P,S, 
Yours truly, /] ~ ... 

I y\.~~~ 77::~ ~ L 
Dr. and ?-lrs. ?·1. H. Thornburgh 



Noy .. ber 17. 1973 

~~ional Director 
&lreau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlite 
Jlaaka Area Oftice 1 

81) D st • 
.Anehorage AK 99.501 

Dear Sira 

Pleas• make th1a letter a part or the hearing record. 

W. viah to ha'Ye th!"H aDd a halt acres or Nunivak National Wildlife ~tuge 
classed as wilderness in order to peraanently protect the vildlite. Only 
the 'Yill&ge of Mekoryuk and areu to be selected by the Nati'Yes under the 
Alaska Native Clai.u Settl ... nt .Act should be excluded. It is a a.ad cOIIIIIlen
tary that while the native peoples owned the land it remained in a veautitul 
state with abundant plant a.nd &!Wlal life but the whitem&n hu too often _ 
dri'Yen out plants and animals tor hia "progress • and development. · 

~e use of the snowmobile by the Nativu tor aubsiat.nce is a prior existing 
ri~ht as it 11erely replaces the dogteaa and so is pendtted by the Wilderness 
Act. 

Ibwdar;y pl'!'bleca are no argument against Wilderness-it morely Jle&na that clear 
cut boundaries may be needed. 

It ia odd that 7our booklet should claia that current aanag•ent 1a directed 
~imarily at protecting the ecological integrity of the natural environaent• 
and ~the wildlife ard yet do not protest a proposed road corridor around the 
entire island l 'This is a pri»te reason tor granting wilderness status to Nunivaki 
aa such a road would lead to people pressures (ll tter etc. also) which would be 
bamrul to vildllfe andwould destroy many natural 'Yaluea. · 

'!he remarks about con1'ilieta with ldlitary BHII fallacious as to date ailit&ey 
use has beon confined to a Co&st Guard-maintained lighthouse. The military is 
notorious for keeping land idle because "it might possibly need it some day•. 
Often that day never eomea but the statu• ot t.he land is that it ea.nnot be used 
tor wilderness or anything else. This is a good «XABple and wilderness is appro
priate here. 

Yours truly 

. .. . 7 /.;. ':.. ..... . I' 

757 :O..Xel1 Detroit, MI 4821.5 
.. 

Mr. &: Mr-s. R. Poland, Mr. &: Mra • . c. Butcher, Mr. & Mrs. J. LaBerbe, Mra. R. Roberta, 
Mr. & Mn. c. Wille~. Mr. & Mra. A. · Moreney1 Mr. & Mrs. J. Rakavan. Mrs. 'I. Kni«ht 
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~egion2l Director 
::X.reau of S:::;ort ~~isheries s.:-... d ';\'i.l.::.li::::'e 

, , r--:!:) ·....., p- 0+"...::"-i c·- . 
=~~~K- ~-e~ ~~~ c 
El3 ~ Street 
Anc~ors50, Ala2k~ 99501 

7039 East Zatc:C.ina Court 
Tucson, Arizona c5715 
15 :~ove:l.ber 197 3 

:.ear Sir: Re; 1:\uni ve..k Ih:. tio:r...al ','iildlife: 
Refuge 

This letter is ir..tended to ernyhs.size our belief that, except for 
lanes to be selGcted under th.e :·iative Clain:s .L .. ct, the. =·~univak 
:-Jation~l '.hldlife RefU{;e should be ir"cluded in 'the ','iilderness 
§ysteffi. 

'Ne n:.ust say th8.t the objections of your 13ureau hardly seem co
gent. It is our U!J.derstanciir-€ t£.at use of sno',',T!:Obiles for subsis
tence purpose by the ~iatives is a Wilc:ierr:ess Act prior existing 
rigb.t. i.'he r;lan to build a .hig.hv;ay arour:ci the island is certainly 
an additional reason for l'lilderness :s;Y'otection, rsther than again
st such inclusion, since we understand you are dedicated to pro
tection of the n5. -cural enviror.w:.e nt e.nd its e colot;ical integrity. 
It has been :;;ointed out that this is 11 one of the very few oppor
tur.i. ties to establish a wilderness area in Ale.ska co:r..te.ini:ne; 
saltwater la.i::,oons and estu::.:.ries". 

For the sa.l..ce of t.he Eskimos who live on the island and its 
il'lternationally recognized i:r"_portance for fisheries and viildlife, 

vra again state our conviction that .i:~uni vak Island :\a.tional ·.:,ild
life :rtefuge should have ·,'iilderness status. 

Kindly include this staten:ent in the.hearir~ record. 

~;_s.re:;s.:!"e t :ilford. 
Fran..'l<: Tilford 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re :· Nuni vak Island Wilderness 

Gentlemen: 

411 Cameron Place 
Glendale, CA 91207 

This letter is submitted for the hearing record in con
nection with the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife proposal 
that no part of the Nunivak Refuge should be placed in the 
National Hilderness Preservation System. 

MY thought is that the Nunivak Refuge must be classified as 
wilderness. It is important that some areas in the world remain 
unpolluted and'untrammeled by man's thoughtlessness. 

It is obvious that the BSFW plans to relinquish the area in 
fUture, either to the militaF,r or to private interests, and thus 
opposes a wilderness designation. 

\ 

r 
! 

' I 



-e 

.. 
- ---"'-"" ·u-t r-13 c. ~ " "' ' ;her: -~ ' . \'oi 

R S C E ·a V 

!. r · . 1 ('. , ~~') @ 
lk..r fit '• 

~ a-,. w-.+.~ y-- -h, ,._,.....,~~ -/1./f 
a It- o-f' --(-4 lvu~,' v~ 1\ . tJ ~-h~>"4l tv/IJ f,ft . . oe ~- · .. . , 

. . . I[~ r~c 

.k.. f/.c.d ,·"'· .--f4 ~/,.v,"/Jtr~.t./ J/.7/t~ · I .r~J;(.,_f 
To u~f; • ...., ~ J;- -/4_ N<f;--< . Cl •• ".v Ad- · of' l'tl! 

. . . . . . . r. khtv-t -ft.,·J ./J "-f.CJt...IJ•/~ -({/" .rfllf/lt I k~IO".r (!; . 

_-,r;_. ~+ "-'J' -lo k. q/-h. i-:--· --tf.-.'t-- }./t.Tio~t.J ~" GA~-t-,.v(l 

· -{ft.;,. .JvYu*-co. \NO.y o-P_ /.=-h. . '' +. I I.e... - tW.,-.,. k 

h _ _r : .· • ~ w:lck,~vJ 5~J-It~ . ·.?lV ~..,l,f ·*"-' ,t..c_. 
f'U=t"'sz '""-- Lt.IL . . . . 

. ~ 1 . _L +. .... uA ·· ~-P-/ki;- ·· .]';.. • .,.,~~;/e., ·" -(\/ l'v4.rif/rtt'• 
~ .. C..V""\. ........ _ . ' ..... 

~~ .. . ' . . . 

. 'f" ;rJJ- (ll ((;I v-..1 1 V\. ,__ ,., ,p,,.._., I ._(,-, ( r /,., r . -1-. .10--. 

J.. ~Y vi J ;t t'A...d ~'t f I r~/o, ·· , . .I L. "' ,( k · k:sJ., -1- /" --1-4 lv',-f:,"' .. ~ . (A,// rl /, '~ 

1!o--f"'~ J)'•-/.- ~.J. ~.-+- .-._(;1";,t..J J.., -4.. f?,-e.•v . • -F frd., . . 
f'-,Lvit.J --J. . ~,v;IJI:-fi_. [J I (s.-cf"/;cf:"/ . V/eJ I JVJ... . t:<-!_ _:ii..J.._ . 

,_..,....J.. lr ~ · 111--~v.. +-/.·,£.._., . ~,.,.+ ... ~1- ... tf;~ . . --11.. ,..,z~4; .. 

..1 _.1- · { v.J-e. · .att ;..o-1-- . fllf,..,, --He..._~ · p,l•"; { -1-:o J~ .. J-;£- · 
r"'t~_.. , . , . . . "" ... ·-rr 
~/(,-;7 ~,·J ~~fv.{ n~-fv"( . ~~ · ~ k c/.uf-y~. 'f/~_,e 

f~tr&A.. . Nv";",f( -f,- · ~yJelf, ~ . c.l.·t~, 
1 
~"'J n.f jr.-..J~_f;/Jr-t"· 

. . 



--· :-': :::.rt fis~crld en:! Wi'd' ;fa 
R E C E I '- t. 

otfice of th!l Are':. Ciri!ctol' 
Anchorage, .Ain<I<.O 

Regional Director 

945 Matadero Ave. 
falo Altc, C~lif. 94306 
November 19, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~ildlifc 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D. Street 
Ancnorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

_ We realize tnis letter may not arrive by 1ovember 23--with 
Thanksgiving holiday in tne r.1iddle. Would you please place it 
anyway in ycur hearing record? Thank you. 

We sup_::;ort Alaska conservationists vmo reco11Wlend the following: 

l. All of Nunivak National ~ildlife Refuge be placed in the 
Wilderness System, except for lands to be selected by the 
Natives unJer ~~e hative Claims Act. The Total acreage 
conservati unists are reco~~ending is about 3,500,000 acres. 

2. Use of sno\'/I,JObiles for subsistence purposes is a prior right 
permitted under the ~ilderness Act. The best w~y to assure 
that the Natives can continue their subsistence way of life 
is to place ~univak ~ildlife Refuge in tne ~ilderness System. 

3· This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic ~nd 
wildlife resources of both naticnal and international sig -
nificance should kept in tae Naticnal ~ildlife Refuse System 
ar~d not relinquisned by tne Bureau of Sport Fisi1eries and 
\;ildlife. 

Sincerely yours, ~ \ 

)ok~~&cJ 
J-j ohn E. T_o_a_· d-----:--

_j¥7--'- / /t~ 
: ..... / 
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Regional Director 
BSF'i'l 
Alaska Are~ Office 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

/ 

. .; 

Nov. 14, 1973 

MR ALAN ll TOKUNAGA .L . 
BOX '45 0 lf 
WAILUKU, HAW. (~.? 
9b793 w..::-

Please have this letter placed in the November 23 Hearint; ?..ecord on the Nunivak 

'ilildlife Refuge. 

I am not an active member of any Conservation group but I support them in their 

quest to preserve areas for purposes other than commercial. It disturbs me greatly 

to read about how man has desecrated so many areas to the detr~ent of future eene-

rations. It must surely be possible to set aside some areas to preserve wildlife and 

I am of the opinion that, at this point .in time, 1·rhatever can be saved should be. 

Personally, extinction as related to ~~y wildlife is a dirty word. How can man, 

a rational animal, be so selfish as to allo~·T this to happen? 

If placing _ N'1L'1i vak in the Hilderness System will be advantageous · to conservation; 

then I'm all for it and I l'l'a'1t to be on record supporting their efforts. 

. .... -.. 
... _ ' 
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llhOB Golden Gate Ave. N.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111 

November 20, 1973 

Regional Director 

) 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Dear Sir: 

Nuv ~ :51S73 

I am convinced that the proper management guidelines will be 
provided by Wilderness designation. The N:Jtives may still be 
permitted the use or their snowmobiles under the prior use clause 
of the Wilderness Act and ~ilderness protection will help insure 
a continuing subsistence for the Natives. Please adopt the eon
serv!tionists proposal for the Nunivak Isl!nd Wilderness. 

Sincerely, 

.. -. 
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"Wiuzt We Need More Than A New Courthouse Are New People In The Couithouse" 

TUTEUR FQR · SUPERVISOR @ 
FIFTH DISTRICT 
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' J 1 ~ '9.., f'!.[l \ I, 1 .1 

Office of the J...reo Director 
Anchorc;e, Alaska · 

1393 Green Va_lley Rd . · 
Napa, CA 94558 
10 November 1973 

Region~l Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street . 
Anc~orage, Alaska· 99501 

Please excuse my delay in not acknowledging the 
copy of the Nunivak Wilderness Study SUmmary sent to 
me . ·earlier this· ·year . Having . b.ad the opportunity to 

·- spend some time in the ·central Brooks Rang~ I am 
very interested in the entire Alaskan future • . 

I am also interested -in Alaska as a local politici~; 
because even though Alaska seems remote from .Napa 
County it i~ a symbol of the recreational ·opportunities 
that my coilstituents · so vocally Ylish to protect . 

I was amazed at the conclusions dl;'awn by · your study, . 
that Ntini vak Island ~ be ·propcsed as wilde;rness , 
and I hope that you ·.·all· chang-e your reco:m:::endation 
\'lhen you forward the s:ropcsal · ~o tt.e Cong::-ezs. :~one 
of .tb.e C.re..'ll'!::e.c:·:s yo~J .:-:: er:.~io:: i:::· ~: .'; s·-~=--:- s.::-:- =--::'=&r 
to be o: a~y si :~i~ic ~~ce ~s~eci&l:~ ~e~·~s~~~ei 
a~a~~st: t~e ~o~e~~~al ~~=~ ~~a~ ccjli co=e -~c . ~~~~ve~ 

::: sl s.:1C. -·.: :-_ -::::. : llt ~.: :.. }. :-9:=:=-= s s · -· = ~ -:s:: -:~·: =--~ c = ~-. : ·;_:. .:_ ~::e 
~:;.re-U ' 2 exce: -_e!:t- ::.:-.:::~ .. : .. :s · .... e!:~ :::-:: ~~ ::.;e s.s:·:-_ -:"=:'-:.::-~. -:e . · 

. T U.,.,·=- e . ~rou 4-o TIT'e.c::e.,.,ne . t ..... ..; s _, ..,,..c.,.,te.'!"l-7: .:... .~ ......... c .:0 on,.. 
_ ~ ~ . u r• _ ..... "' --- -·--""" - --"' .. ~ u - --

l'iational .t;.eri~age..: first for its own inhabi ta-"1ts, 
secondly for the rest of the ).,..,erica.Il . Deople. 

Supervisor 
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r~ov 2 31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

· ~·~· ... :...;; il: .._r: ... rcr. o1 vc:!.~.c-.:::.c bcc-.tl":~.- '1-:hic:1 3~nul~ "J~ ::-J:; .)',c- c-':.c.:t :':':·n: 
·: •. r -::n.z:.:t:li.T!g }-;orde; of tr-.velling .Americ~s. It ia ;&._'l i1:1port«nt -.re-. for t.r..e =-'rc
ierv .. tion o;? '.:.<·.r,~· -':.:'ft'-S of '1-;fl~los, including the r~re 'Jr~y .._"'ld 301'lhe~d J.!!d the 
.:u.u.4.NS~R:l.D !}1uc omd !1'-W._:}~;.;.c~-:: lr~;.lets •• _\l;:;n ":Lcrc: it -:.;_f Ki-...~ 'c.; cr :xal, --rare spocies. 

The preserv~tion of -. div~raity of life fo.ms ~nric~f!.Z ~:>: i' 1.n;;.'..::-e::: ·:l:c· 
c-. •-:L'.:.it.'..·;;..t:!.cr .::''.f.<' C,.t:.z..lity cf ;ro:::Con't ;:.:;1d i\.'.tu·c, C:i.c~nc.E· en thii> '..L'li'i,•..te rl~n•t• 

. ·lho los& ro-.d-building dono in thD '1-Tild;; th~ bt~tt.er. l'lio.!:!cinri lilUSt le~ 
t.nlit responsible citizonshi? .eo · .1~ ;~:L::.;: :'c;:·:n: ·-' =' "' .:.:. .. : ·:.:c.,; ::. .":.. c :_:.: .:-c ..::-.-' H'r;lcc -:.:.:.~ .~ ":.Lr 
r:.\,~-:.a of. cro&tures ot~cr th~'1 &1.-.ric~n Hon.o 3tupid.us. 

Al.I:lost over:,rdnorc \\e ~c •:!J P"llute, exploit, and ev•ntu--lly destroy. 
Ple~•e keep mo ~d c-;·:~ryh ~ y· };.· .;.:.:.bl~ ou.t of' !·:U!liYiik ~a long otii; pos&ible. Givo the 
nottiyos ti1erc a. 1:-,..;-.':.u C.e.;..l t::...:.1 ua did with th{' Indi-..'1&. Put t~oso 5·5 l:!lil. ~ros 

• into proserv~t:·J~1 for poe~<·rity, and ple~se ir.clttde WJ lett.r in the he~ing record. 
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Apt. 21 A .. ' 
560 Riverside Drive 
1'1'YC, l'IY, *"ltJ~ 7 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport·· Fisheries and Wildlife . 
Alaska Area Office ·· 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, .Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I have rec i~ved and · read th-: Wilderness 
j . Study Swrunary coi1cerning .Kimivak Island.; 

Aftor readinfi it I was startlo3d to ~ ~ 
that because;ft1"&iis·· a · de facto w'ilderness · 
t~e recorrunendation wentagainst the wilderness 
:proposal. · Since thun , I've learned th.tt 
the oxcuses given for for that · recmu:wndation 
(snowmobiles and :\a ti ve Cia ims} were totally 
unfounded, since snowmobiles for subsistence 
purposes ar-.} ·in fact pen1i tted · ii1 the · 
Wilderne s~ystem·. So far as I can see , 
th~ only reason for not raaking :tkxxxii 
1\univak a wilderness area is that sooa >nen--

. not na tiv as-...;hope to make a proti t in totally 
aestructi ve and unnecessary road .building . . 

I strongly urge full Wilderness designation be 
given Loth NW1ivak and the tidal and subuerged 
lands adjascent to it . Xative rights can in 
this way be best . protected against tlhl greed 
of commercial interests xkm who might o therwise 
laxx:txm~:txl'tx:tNx '. dev 3lo:p ' Ji .Nun i vak ll.e fug e and · 
so destroy wildlife , N&tiva ways of life . and 
on~ of the r~ally g·r~at wild0rne ss areas :eft 
in America . r·..u.~ ~ -K...;, -~ ""' --+e.... ~. 

I strongl),. o.~,.-..i.JOse tl1~ Dureau lJosi tion . I strongly 
support conserva tion:Sst and native claims stands 
tha ~ th8 . entir·e area-:-except tha.t assign~d~ t!re 
nat1ve Vlllage-~.be g1v~n ~11 w1lderness . 
d_es!_gnation!~ Sincerely__~-~ 
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MRS. CHARLES A. VAILE 

••· • P. 0. BOX 626 

CORONA, CALIFORNIA 91720 

November 8, 1973 
t.; . _ . . . ( 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We recently received information regarding the 
Nunivak Island Wilderness Preservation System. 
We visited Alaska two years ago and drove in our 
Wagoneer on all the main highways as "\o!ell as 
flying to Glacie~ Bay and Barrow as we had a fair
ly good overview of the state. We found it a 
fascinating and a truly frontier country, proba
bly the last in the United States. We would like 
to see it kept that way. 

Since the special interest groups are rapidly 
nibbling away at the wilderness areas in the 
"Lo,ver Forty '~ight 11 we fear the san:e may haj)pen 
in Alaska. It this is allowed to continue and 
to be extended into such remote places as Nunivak 
Island by the building of a road around it, that 
too, could be spoiled as are Hontana, liyoming 
and Colorado. 

Surely the native Eskinos who have liv0d here 
for over 2000 years, have their ri ~hts also as 
well as the many species of wildlife which abound 
on the Island and in its waters. We ho~ e our 
government will not again rnakd the grevious mis
takes with the Alaskan nati ves which it has made 
with· our native Indians. 

We strongly urge that all of Nunivak Nat.ional 

~ r T 
i I 
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Wildlife Refuge be placed in ·the · Wilderness 
System except for the lands to be selected by 
the natives under .the Native Claims Act . This 
unique wilderness refuge should be kept in thv 
National Refuge System and NOT relinquished 
by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~ildlife . 

Ve request that our letter be placed in the 
. hearing record on this subject. · 

Yours very truly, 

~~ 
C. A. V aJ 1 e .;, I ,. 
~~m.uad£ · 
Dorothy H. Vaile · 

Copies to: 
Senator .Alan Cranston 
Senator.· John Tunney 
Representative Victor Veysey 
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~--..... · .______.,,---· 
311 Franklin Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

J 
November 13, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Nunivak Island Wilderness 

Dear Sir: 

I would like that my recommendation that approximately 
three million five hundred thousand acres on Nunivak 
Island be included in the National Wilderness Preserva
tion System, be entered as a part of the official hearing 
record in this matter. · 

JVD:vh 
cc: Ted Stevens 

Mike Gravel 
Don Young 

ve~ t;~:~ ~rJt 
~~~an Dort 
~~orney at Law 

- ~ 
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Ragiona~ Director 

Beatrice Van Horne 
112_Scenic St. 
Sa,ta Cruz, C~lif 95060 
November 15th, . 1970 

Baraau o~ Sport fisheries and Wildlife -
• Alaaka Are• Officii ·· 

813 D. St. · 
Anc~oraga. A1a&ka ·· ~9501 . 

Dear Sir: 

I_ 

I would l.ik·a to sea Nun~·vak island placed in the National· Wi'ldernesa 
Preservation System. I . spent the · ~ ole of last summsr kayaking 
and traveling in · Ala&ka in conniaction with research on -trans- · 
portation systeme. I interviewed many public officials, and 
became aquainted with many Alaskana. I spent tima .in several 
Native v~llages. D~rin~ ~ thia time I feel 1 became ~~ll aquainted 
with some of the problem& of Alaska, and cam~ to s~mewh~t under- . 
stand the sentiment against "those people -from falifornia 
trying to loc~ up our reeo~rc~s · ". Alaska is badly in .need of 
a c~mprahe~sive ayatem of land - u&e and transport~tion · planning 
so that its unique values will . not be lost in - the blind attempts 
for . acona.ic gain by Alaskans ·and by developers from · the "lower 
48!-~- . . . ··' . . . - ' . -: ~ ' · · . · .. · · . ·. · . . ' ' · 

In the ' face · of . the · lack of such ' pl~nning; one m~st · rely - on ' 
one's assassment: of individua~ · cases. I think ·Nunavak has so 
•uch - to offer Alaskans and ~isitors . tha~ it should be p~t to 
its ~best possible use, .. namely~ as part -~of tha wilderness system. 

Please includ~ - ~~e above ·comments as part of t~e h~aring record • 
• ... z •·· .... 

<'J : . . • • "' .. ·~ .. . • . • • . • 1 • , ... , .. :·. -. - ' S1.ncaraly, · .· · ., ... · r ·• . 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Wildlife 

1520 S. Oak Knoll Ave.· 
Pasadena, Calif. 

· Nov. · 7th, 1973 

,. 

I he.reby request that this letter · be placed before the hearing 
boar~ regarding the Nunivak Refuge. · I believe that· this area should 
be set aside in its entirity as·a ·part of the Wilderness System. 
There is too . much · natural setting theJeeto' allow it to fall prey to 
commercialism an·d polutiort. 

Ve iy truly· yours,· · .. 

·~1.;u·:L.n [}_~ 't1t·~tV. 
do~don D. V1Gar1o 
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Regional Director 

394 Jackson Avenue 
West Eempstead, N. Y. 
11552 

November 17, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: Res Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 

Please place my name with those Alaskan 
conservationists who are recommending that the Nuni
vak National Wildlife Refuge become a part of the 
Wilderness System. These islands are not only an 
important wilderness refuge but they are now an~ 
other instance of a possible elimination of right
ful Indian interests. 

Because of these two important considerations 
I wish to object to the Bureau 1s proposed determin
ation that these areas are not sui table for \'/ilderness 
status, and respectfully request that the needs of 
the Indians and these Wilderness lands be preserved. 

Sincerely yours 



I{ i. :. [: ; \ t. . 

23 October 1973 

Mr. LorP.n W. Croxton, Acting Area Director 
Alaska Area Office 
BUreau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
U. s. Department of Interior 
813 "9. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99501 

Dear J.~r. Croxton s 

The Nunivak Wilderness study brochure provides what 
appears to be an excellent summary vie~; of the area and its 
inhabitants. The fact that the island is the natural home 
of people who have been able to susta i n themselves to 
satisfaction there argues that they should not be denied a 
means of livelihood. Yet I find the introduction of the 
snowmobile, which has replaced the dog-team, an unwelcome 
intrusion with every possibility of increased use. Therein 
lies the potential loss and destruction of the Wildlife Refuge. 

When the native nopulace regards the island as •·theirs 1 

it seems to me that many individuals would consider 'wilderness' 
designation as inappropriate off-li~its if it interfered with 
their economic improvement. Yet some regu~tion is desirable 

. if there is not be over-exploitation of the island's unique 
natural resources. 

Total self-regulation may be preferable but is probably 
insufficient to withstand notentia l invasion by to~rism. 
Renee, a cooperative proe ram with the rye~ a rtment of Interior~ 
est ~ bli s he~ to prot ect t he n~tural resour ces but qlso to 
pernit optimum devel crnmen t of the n~ t ive inhabitant s , may 
be the best sol ution. 

1095 Ivywood Dri ve 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

Sincerely yours, 

(\ r - . {r" I 
l \jJU...<. U.\. I t.~...J~ "V !.-l {~ 
Alma Toevs Walker 
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lC20 Seneca Street 
Seattle, Washington, 98101 
9 September, 1973 

-·- ··---Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Through The Wilderness Society, of which I am a 
member, I learn of the desire of conservationists that 
the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge be placed in the 
Wilderness System, except for certain lands used for 
the native village and lands selected by the natives of 
the Island for their own uses. I most heartily concur 
in this desire. 

We are told of the abundant wild bird and animal 
life on and around this Island. It would be a tragedy 
to have this disturbed in any way. 

I hope that we c~~ make sure that as much as poss
ible of our wild lands is included in the Wilderness 
Preservation.system during the short time that remains 
to us to bring this about. 

~eanwhile I hope that this area will be kept in the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Very truly yours, 

,. 
' 

(Miss) Harriet K. Walker 

p · ' 
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07fi..:e c f 1~c 1-~~~ ':l :;::-~~- .. -;r 

And~crr.:~e~ ~~.--:-:.u 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
8]3 D Street 
Anchorage~ Alaska 9950] 

Dep.r Sir: 

I am sending this letter so that it may be placed in 
the record of hearings concerning the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

The Bureau of Sport Fisheries .& Wildlife's proposal to 
deny wilderness classification to this island refuge must be 
re-examined, and hopefully, discarded in favor of one more 
closely aligned with the character· and needs of not only the 
island itself, but of its Eskimo inhabitants. 

The Alask~~ conservationists who recommend that the 
refuge be placed in the Hilderness System have carefully 
investigated and documented all the conflicts cited by the Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife, and have found the~ to be unfounded 
and inconclusive. To apply wilderness designation to a major 
part of Nunivak Refuge would preserve the values inherent in the 
area and also the way of life as practiced by a people for over 
two thousand years. Surely reasons such as these deserve action. 
However, the actions proposed and supported by the Bureau of SF & W 
do not take into account the major concerns at hand. Therefore, 
they should be actively opposed, and eventually, disregarded. 

Thank You, 
Patricia Washington . 

61)~~· !Jc:~ 
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Nov •. 14 · 

Deilr . Siss: 

I strozygly recommen-d that the 

Nunivak · National Wildlife - ~efuge be put in 

the Wilderness System. · . 

This unique w_ilderness refuge with its 

tremendous sc.enicr and wildlife resources 

should be kept in the National Wildlife 

Refuge System and not relinquished by : the 

Bureau of ~ildAfe · and Sport Fisheries . 

Thank you for your attention• · 

. Sinc-er~ly, 

a~x,-t t(/.t.Ve~;. 
Albert H. Weeks 
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Regional Dlrector 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alask~ 99501 

Dear Sj.r: 

Terry Martin Weiler 
. 250 Surfview Dr. 

Pacific Palisades, Calif. 90272 

· !::~ncau of ~;>::rt f!~~er'~ onr 'N''d' 'r"' 
. R e c f 1 v E oNovember 10. 1973 

) r. (; , 1 ') ,o--, 
and Wildlife · - · · !.II.; 

I am writing in support of placing approximately 3.5 million acres 

of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge .into the Na~ional . Wilderness Preser

vation System. · Please add my statement to the hearing record. 

After carefully reading . about the unique scenic and wildlife values 

of Nunivak Island, as well as its importance as a great resource to its 

Natives, I am convinced that all of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge 

except · for ·the. lands to be selected by the Natives under the Native Claims · ~ 

Act, be placed in the National Wilderness Preservation System. · · . 

I was very astounded by the BSFW decision not to place any of N~ivak 

Island into the Wilderness System and I was also very displeased w~th its 

argument that the use of snowmobiles by the Natives is not compatible 

with wilderness classification. '~at the BSFW does not understand is 

that the use of snowmobiles for subsistence·purposes by the Natives is a 

prior existing right permitted under the Wilderness Act; and the best way 

to assure that the Natives can continue their subsistence way of life· is 

to place Nunivak Wildlife Refuge into the Wilderness System. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic and wildlife 

resources of both national and .international significance should ' be placed 

in the National Wilderness Preservation System and not be relinquished by . 

the BSFW. 

Yours Sincerely, 

.. . . 

------· . ·. 



Suroou of ~pon Fi~r.er:~ c~.d Wildlife 
RECEIVED 

r.'IIIJ1'.'(l7"' :>I:.)~ ::; 1,1 :j 

Oifice of !he i-re~ Oiro~nr 
AnchorcJO ... AI:-.::;~ 

3355 Mac's Rd. 
Redding, Calif. 96oo1 
Nov. 11, 1973 

Regiond ...;irect.or, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \·lildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

I am 1-1Ti ting in regard to th~ hearings for t·l:;_lderness status for 1-iuni
vak National ·,·.'ildlife rtefuge. I have received the Bureau's nublication 
about th:ts 1-;i th their conclusion that this area sho:1ld not have rlilder
ness desi.g~:-·tion. ':'he reasons given·--use of snm·r..obiles, ra::..sing of 
reindeer and use by the ~ilitary of a lighthouse are all uses included 
in the original -~-lilderness Act and not inco~atible i·li th the 'rfilderness 
design~tion. I reco~end ~aking all of the nresent ?.ef~se ialderness 
except for the area around the village of ; :ekoryuk and those areas 
to be selected by the Natives under the Native land claims Act. 

The unique vrildlife values in this area and the unique ;.:ay of life of 
the natives make it important that tt be preserved in its present state. 
The rlureau shold not give un control of any of this area, or allow a road 
to be built, 'rrliich is not COJllpatible <;ith nresent uses. 

A nctural s:.ate fort·Junivak id.ll be the best means of insuring the con
tmnua~~ of the natives' way of life. 

Please make this nart 0.1.~ the hear'ng r ~A ~ ecol.i-.... 

t .,.. .. ~ .. . -~--·, 
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!?.urcou of !:pert Fi!>heries end Wildlife 
ltfCEIVED 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street -· .. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

r~ ov 2 G 1~1.1 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchoro:;~&, Alo;lto 

and Wildlife 

3402 Sirius 
El Paso, Texas 
21 November, 1973 

The various factors pro and con regarding Wilderness Status for 

Nunivak Island have been widely discussed in recent conservation lit-

erature. After perusing the arguments I have co~e to the conclusion 

that the entirety of Nunivak Island except for Native land selections 

should be afforded ~-lilderness Status. This is most coi'lpatible w"i th 

continuance of the Native subsistence way of life. Noting that use 

of snm.;machines by !\atives for subsistence purposes is allowed in 

Wilderness Areas, this does not ~ppear to be an obstacle. The nebulous 

discussion of a road for some vague purpose seems to be a tenuous 

argument against protection of this magnificent \-lildlife :tefuge. It 

s eems obvious that the finest use of !funivak Island i s wilderness. I 

strongly support the Alaska conservationists' recommendation of a 

3.5 million acre Wilderness. Please include my statement in the 

hearing record : -

Sincerely, . : n . . 
I ! . ('\ . \ 

' . _y"'-/ ;)__ "\. \_; '--" ~~ ) __ 'J~. i.-- -· . 
. ' 

Ralph A. ~.Jells, N.D. 

.. 
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Bureau of .. .-Pon F· , 
. I( f C frs,eri~ and Wildlife 

\'f ;;; 

NOv 8 . 1873 . 
0ttiC6 cl the Area o· . . 

And!Q, ''O.."for 
<OJ~, A/~ 

fl~ntd iJi.A£d:DA.. 

926 ]Nl Avenue. {_ad 
· K a.li..4pe1..l, /!Jonhuw. 59901 
NovembeA.. 51 1973 

BUJU!D.U. of. SpoJtt J~-& Wildlif-e. 
A.l.tukz. AJte.a. 01/.~ 
81]iJS~ : 
Andw~ A.l.axJha 99501 

Oewr. Sw 

.I 

9. itzk t.lti.A. meaM. of ~ mv- vi.e.w4. ·~ 

·t.Ae. ~CA.eaf..i.on of .NUJULvak Ill~ A-m, anrl.. ~ t.ha:.t 
· t1ti.A. n.of.e. he. pLacU. in the. ~ AJU:.ONI. of Novemhvc. ~J. 

9 ful iJvd. the. Na.li.ontd flliLdl.i/e. 'Re.f.ug.e. S~ .vu;u1.r1. 
. ~ Aii.iai.n.e.d. .anrl. tJw.t i:.ltiA. i:.Jvvril.o.ltfl- /.J-Wul.rl.. fWi:. he. A.e.

~ t.o tlte. BWI.e.(LU. o/ Spod. J ~. ' .. Jk e.nt.W. 

QAJ!.Q. 4houl.rl. he. .inc1..Uded . iJt tlte. VI~ A d. 

Sin.ce. the. .uwumohi..Le .htu· he.en.. a.rlopted hv- #e. ~u, 
_9 .de.e no ~n t.o ~e. the. nalivu o/. t.Ae..ur. tU.e, anr1 
9 ..u.e. no . eLemvd of. W.Ompa.inhili.:f.v. wi.ilt w~ cl.M~ 
4i.f.i.ca-lion. · · · · . 

· 9 woul.rl.. wr.ge. tkd the. e.n:i.iA.e . QAJ!.Q. he. placed unrkA. wilrleA-
nU4 clJlM.-~,pcati.on exc.e.pi:. ~ eut.eaA. · cu nav- he. a.LlofhuJ. . 

_ t.o f.he._ na.:.ti.Yu u.ru:kA. t.Ae.. Al..a.4kz. Na.U.ve. (l..a.im4. -Se.ill..emen:l Aa. . · 
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1308 S. E. GERMOND 
ROSEBURG,OREGON 97470 

) 

Regional Direc~or, 
Bur. Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office, 
813 D ~t., · . . 

it Wildlife,- · : dWildlife 
c:......rt fishOr•el on 

Bureau ot .-'l""' • 1 ~ i D 
. 'RECfi 

Anchorage, Alaska. N0\1 'l 4 \~13 
De a'r Sir : : of the ,._reo Oire<:'Or 

0{\IC:.C . ~oslt.a 
t\l'lc,hofO:I8~ . 

Will you be kind enough to have this 

letter placed in .. the ~ov. 23 hearing record .on 

the Nunivak Wildlife Refuge. 

We in Oiegon aie proud ot what we. have 

recently done in the way of wildlife sanctuaries 

for sea birds. Good solid protection. 

In addition to various TV documentaries on 

endangered species of wildlif~, we n~w have ~-

new dimension; islands for seabirds. Bven to 

the Falkland Islands. ~ven in prime time. 

It is hoped that you will interpret this 

group o~ documentaries as reflecting the ~ide 

interest in such areas as Nunivak. Even fifty 

years from now -the inclusion of the ~univak ~.&. 

in a ~ilderness system· will lo~k better . than it 

may · today. I stro~y urge you to consider it. 

Very truly yours, 

._ .. , ~ .. 'f)~/. 
~~L ·~tiiJ ~l~~ 

· Harris Wh.i taker . . . 

' 



Box.i132 
Kodiak, Alaska 
99615 ,. , 

-...... 

Sl!IOOU of ~p:.-;, F.·~t-r. s -· . v': ;~,,, ... 
jE.CI:I.Yl ... . 

Qlh;v of the Areo Drreaor_ I 
· /..."';.'lVrCiiJO, AI:: •.\:.:3· · . 

Regional Director . . 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St. · · 

· Anchorage,· Alaska 
99501 

Dear Sir: 

• -r i. . I ~ 

I would like this letter to be included in . th~ record on the Nunivak .Island 
Wilderness Proposal. I cannot help but to go along with The W~lderness Society 
and· their beliefs that Nunivak should be designated a wilderness area • . 

· Sincerely, 

~JlJvfl .... . . 
Marlc .White 

T . , 
F- J.,y. 

i 
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i. .• ..... :· .... , 

---
· 5307 Nevada Avenue, NW. 

Washington, D.c. 20015 

o;feOor 
. -l the ~.reo · 

()\1! ·"· ~· J;.lc \:a 
Regiorla.l ·Director "J\ _-:oro~· 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area . Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage·, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

· November 14, 1973 

, 

I am writing to request the Bureau of.Sport Fisheries and Wildlife to 
· reverse ~ts decision and~rec~rid placing all of Nunivak Wildlife Refuge 
in the Wilderness System-except for -the village of Mekoryuk and the land 
that the natives, under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, ~are · 

·allowed to select. 
. . . 

It is a.lmOst inconceivable that the BSFW could even think of not including 
Nuni vak in the Wilderness System, considering the facts: Its wildlife 
values are of both national and international significance. Its sea- · · 
bird rookeries are among the world's ·largest, containing millions of 
birds, including--blac~ecLkittiwa.kes, conrnon murres, pelagic-cormorants, 
homed puffin, tufted puffin, parakeet auklet, crested auklet, pigeon 

. guillemots, etc. Their nesting colonies and offshore ·feeding grounds must 
be protected. · · 

. . 
Migrating _emperor geese and black brant also feed and rest in the island's . 
lagoons and bays. · · 

In its waters, every species of Pacific salmon· spawn. It harbors sea-lions·, 
walru.S, and seals-harbor, ringed, beci.rded, and the (rare) ribbon sea1-
and, at times, whales. · · · 

The BSIM reasons for excluding Nuni vak are not valid: SnoWIIX>biling is a 
prior right and is permitted to continue ·under the Wilderness Act. 
Reindeer herding,also_, is in accordal1ce with the spirit as well ·as the 
wording of the Wilderness· Act. A precise refuge . boundary can well be · 
drawn. Military use--so _ far none except a marin~ beacon--should not keep 
the island from -Wilderness protection. PrOposition for a possible .highway 
all around the · island( ! ) . This, in fact, demonstrates the positive need 
for giving the refuge Wilderness protection. 

Please include· this letter in the Hearing Record·. 

Sincerely, · 

'V. ~c~di/d{d-
: V. Elisabeth (Weggel) . Willet 
· Member, · . · ·. .. . . 

/ 
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EVA..,.. M.. WILSON 

3145 0 STREET 

lVASBINGTON,D.C.20007 

Regional Director, 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and -1'/ildlife 
Alaska Area Office, 
813 D Street, 

Anchorage,Alaska,9950l 

Dear Sir: 

November 7, 1973 

I am writing in connection 

with the proposal to place the Nuni vak National Wild

life Refuge under the Vlilderness SysytOOJ.. I understand .· 

that your Bureau is opposed to designating any of the 

Refuge as wilderness,whereas the conservationist groups 

favor such action. From the information available to me, 

l__ .11 

it vmuld appear that the island is a unique site for certain 

birds and animals whi~h possesses great scenic and wildlife 

resources. I therefore a~ in support o~ the proposal of 

the conservationists that all of the Refuge be placed in 

the -1/ilderness Sysytem, except for lands to be selfi9<,.%td by 

the Natives under the Native Claims Act. 

I would appreciate it if my letter is placed in the 

hearing record. 

/- -- - ·. 

Very truly yours / -{·-, , / -~ 
I ....... , , -;:;;:-~' '- \ _,--\_ ~"- '- , , ' 

( ·[ -~ , / .. • <. 
L / L ~?'"-f 

•• ilson 
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i\·~ ·~ b 't973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

4242 92nd Ave., S.E. 
Mercer Island, \~ash. 98040 
Nov. 5, 1973 

and \1'ildlife 

I note by the press that the Bureau has recommended 
- or are intending to recommend - that the Nunivak National 
\Hldlife Refuge should not be put in the National \v'ilderness 
Preservation System. This letter is lvritten in order to 
record a voice in opposition to that position, and urging 
the Bureau to reconsider its stand. 

Of course, the land claimed by the Natives should not 
be included in the \vilderness System, but if the rest of 
the area i s not included as Wilderness the natives' way of 
life will eventually go do.,.m the drain. Haven't lve done 
enough damage to natives in all 50 states already ? There 
is precious little wilderness left an)"n·here, so let 1 s keep 
what little there is. 

Nunivak is famous for its muskox herd, and for the 
successful s ubsistence use of reindee r by the natives. 
Surely, the best way to preserve these things is to reta in 
Nunivak in approximately its present state. 

Very truly yours, 
' 

. (_ -~~ ~ {; ~ ~ t? v ~ -._v c: '-
Cho.rles .\. ':: in t e r· 

i l - L-



t.urt.-<;u of : .~Grt f-:··~ ·-._..~ o..:t'· ·_; '.~t ; ! d!!fe 
lte.Ct:!YE i• 

NOV 1 t, 1373 
~·ffi'~i:< o! 'tn: J ·-:J D'<cc...,, 

~ ! • 

r:·.~:·. :::r .. ~ .. _ .... ::.. . ,...._, 

Regional Director 
Alaska Area Offfice 

ROBERT A . WITZEMAN, M .D. 
4619 EAST ARCADIA LANE 
PHOENIX. ARIZONA 85018 

Nov. 9, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

It is very important -that Nunivak Island be included in the U.S. 
wilderness system. This gem of an island has the true features of 
wildness. Look at the statement that 25 visitors have visited the 
island in the last 10 years. Even if this figure is 1000% incorrect 
it would be an ideal wilderness area by comparison with many o f our 
overused popularize d areas. 

It would be unfair to deny this island wilderness classification 
just because the native population of a meagre 250 eskimos is 
dependent upon snowmobiles . Ce rtainly their annual incomes are 
not such that they a re the irresponsible type of snowmobilers 
who plague the wildlife and s e renity o f our 48 con t iguous stat es . 

Set this island aside from the threats of future multiple use · 
development. You know what the implications of that word mean 
and that it would be the end of a pristine ecologica lly harmonious 
situation. 

The a lci ds and p e l agic avia n species o f t he adj a c ent islands s hould 
_ be cons idered as another reason for the i nclusion o f Nunivak i n t o 

a wilderness classification. Rookeries which contain pelagic 
cormorants, horned puffins, parakeet and crested auklets are of 
particular interest to american citizens who would make special 
birdwatching and wi l dlife observing trips t o Alaska. 

Ple a s e include the preceding r emarks as p art of t h e h e aring r e cord. 
Thank you. 

o:;;::;e:stJ~tu(/~ {) 
Robert. A. Witzeman, M.D. 
President , Maricopa Audubon Society 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

. ·· - .. 
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Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Hildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alasl{a 99.501 

Dear Sir: 

4010 Hulman Street 
Terre Haute, Indiana 47803 
November 13, 1973 

Although I am not a resident of Alaska, I am taking the 

liberty of vrriting you because I am deeply concerned that our country 

should preserve as much as possib~e of the wilderness and near-

wilderness areas Hhich still exist. As I understand the situation, 

there is nothing to impede the fulfillment of gover~ental 

obliga..t·ions to the native Eskimos, if the Nuni vak Refuge Here 

placed within the Wilderness System; and there would be a far 

better chance of retaining the natural environment of t :C" is as yet 

unspoiled land. 

Every day brings depressing ne-vr evidence of the enormous 

damage we have done to the planet which must support our life-

systems. The task of slowing down and eventually reversing our 

destructiveness has already assumed appalling proportions. ~'i'ny 

sho·1ld we open up any more terri tory to the risk? Please listen 

to the informed conservationists in your state who a~e asking you 

to place Huni vak within the 'v/ilderness System, and please add this 

appeal to the others in your bearing record. Thank :rou. 

Yours sincerely, 

C 't trv~ n.- 1/ . UJo /t..., 
(Hrs. Robert G. Wolfe) 
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Bureau ut ~"""~ F· 
-...- , !-eries ond W"ldl"' a J ~ (: · I ue 

• .. f"!Sheria.ondWildlife , E I V E 0 .. November 10 ~ 197 3 ~:-~r ::u of-~ E I V E D 
1l E I\. • i. ..; t973 
-NOV 1 o 1973 Harold y~ . Wood, Jr. 

10 .31 Alice St. 
Davis; Calif' . · 95616 

•. 

Regional Director 
lmreau o:r Sport Fisheries and 'Nildli:fe 
Alaska Area O:f:fice 
813.· D St. 

Anchorage, .. u ar.-..ka 99501 

Dear SirJ 

I \'lauld like to ua.."l<e a statement to be included in ·the hearing _ 
record :for the wild~l.'7less study ~:r ·_ iiuni vak National ~fildli.:fe Refuge . 

I disagree -.•i th the Bureau o:f Sport Fisheries _and ·.Yildli:fe' s conclusion 
that no part o:f the Refuge should .~e designated as wilderness . The 
great najori ty o:f ll'uni vak Island possesses n 'a.ny wilderness qualities , 
b¥ the Bureau's o :n admission . 

A Wilderness Area o:f so::1e 3,500,000 acres .can be established on llunivak 
to better .tuJ.::fiJ.J. Ah.e. _Jllll':p.ose of t."le Ylildlife .R.e.fuge• The yillage o:f 
JJe.ltoryuk and all land.s to be selected by the Natives · under the .Alas.'lca 
Native Clains Settler:!. e."lt Act o:f 1971 should not be class~fied as 
wilderness . The rwaining area, the greater part o:r the island, should 
be designated as wilderness ,- wi th.tl:e reindeer herding and nativ~• s 
use o:f -Sno"rnobiles recognized as a - :prior eristing ri~t. Such .use. is 
pe:rr:ti tted by the Wilderness Act, ·and this type of use still 1 ecves the 
Refuge with· i ts ·wilde.rnesS! qua.li ty . · 

Wilder!'lCSS desi€D~tiori .is ncces!"ary in order to protect t !:e unique 
values o:f wildlife and also · the 'ctil ture of the native resida.'ltso -wi thout 
such designR.tion, :rutur_e road syste::s could be bl.ul i · 'Nhicil ·.·1ould 
be detri:::en ta,l to t!!e vTelfare o:f both the na.ti ves a.nd wildlife o:r t."le island . 

Any co:rt:Plic.~tions in establishinG' Wilderness ?rotection of rTuniv~'< 
crci:tted '-.y ";,ili t ."lXy use should be h?.ndl ed by restricting nili tiu'y use 
to t:: c c::i:--ti·."' J:r.:.-r, '}:..: --rc1. 'J e'!.OO~ o:: Ca::-e : ~ohic<-n . 

:':_ e f~ ·:-~r~blc ~ ~:) ... ~c ;: : .:.t.~ ~ .. r-:~ ~ ... :~ ·:-4=-c ~ ~. C- :.:i-: ,.. =':·- ·u.?e #l"::~ . t:ot £0 ne~t 

o:f t::e l:ation3l ·.oild.erl:ess Pres crvs.tion .3j-ste.i . 

Sincerely, 

.9chJ!Jtl!_. rv~~~ -
Harold Vb. . Wood, Jr. 
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November 5, 1973 

213 Commonwealth Avenue 
Alexandria, Virginia 22301 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I have never visited Nunivak Island, although I have visited much of Alaska, 
but"I intend to someday. And when I do, I want it to still be in the national 
wildlife refuge system. I am a great believer in the refuge system but I am 
not sure some of your own people are. I keep hearing that some of you would 
let it slip away, including Nunivak. If you refuge people only knew it and 
knew how to utilize it to good advantage, you'd find yourselves with a kind 
of solid public support few federal agencies have ever experienced. Don't 
let it be said of you that you "blew it." 

However, this is being written in behalf of Nunivak Wilderness--about 3,500,000 
acres of it. My reasons are as follows: 

1. Congressional wilderness designation will prohibit the Bureau 
from surrendering the refuge if indeed this is what you have in 
mind; 

2. Wilderness will stop the bulldozer mentality of the Alaska State 
Highway Department which has learned its lessons from 48 other 
similar mentalities, all subservient to the highway lobby and all 
largely hostile or at least indifferent, to environmental, ecolog
ical and historical values. 

3. Wilderness will in no way be harmful to the interests of Nunivak's 
natives or the land withdrawals they may make under the Native 
Claims Act. Indeed it will perpetuate the natural values so es
sential to their well-being. I am sure you people 1:nderstand that 
the Wilderness Act, in these circumstances, would not preclude 
their use of snowmobiles. Why do you take the position that it 
does? As I understand it, everything that the natives do on the 
island is subsistence related including the snowmobiles and the 
r eindeer herds. 

I can think of no better way to bring real hann to Nunivak's inhabitants than 
to cause them to lose \vildlife refuge stat , { ,5 or to otherwise permit destruct
ive developments. Why don't you guys recognize a gem of an opportunity to let 
something alone for a change? Here apparently is one of the world's rare 
situations where man and nature can still f uncti on in a compatible way in a 
wilderness setting. And the Bureau comes through with a non-suitable for 
wilderness recommendation. Thanks for nothing. I hope the Congress over
rides you in a big way. I'll sure he lp. 

Since rely _ / ~ 

{'f/7~7~/~ 
Arthur T. Wright 



Regional Director 
Bureau ot Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

Dear Sir, 

123-25 82nd Avenue 
Kew Gardens, New York 
llh15 
November 12, 1973 

I support the recommendation that all of HUnivak N~tional 
Wil.dltle Refuge be placed in the Wilderness System, except for 
lands to be selected by the natives under the Natives Claims 
Act. 

Thank you for permitting •e to express rq views on this 
matter. 

Sincerely yvu.rs, 

,, , ') 1n 1 r- ·/ "'..;.
C:.: L, i_ -z, r.,.. I 1/ ; /,.· /'~LA 

Corbin M. Wright 
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November 10,1973 

The Regional Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 

and Wildlife 

813 D street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99.501 

Dear sir: 

i am writing to urge that all of the Nunivak WUdlife Refuge be 

placed in the Wilderness System, except those lands to be select .. 

ed by the natives under the Native Claims Act. This would approxi

mate 3,.500,000 acres added to our Wilderness System. As a patriotic 

and humane act it would preserve one of our most valuable remain-

ing natural resources, while justly recognising the native peoples' 

claims to self support b,y sustaining a natural balance in the areas 

they occupy. 

The ravages brought about by development, such as road building and 

for milit~ purposes, are irreversible. Our generation has no 

authority to destroy the heritage of those who come after uso 

I have studied advantages and disadvantages of this proposal and 

am aware that there are problems requiring solutions and in plan .. 

ning details and am convinced they can be solved, 

Please heed my plea to save this valuable island as it is, while 

there is yet time. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

~c~ ~. wu:_,2ft 
Dorothy s. Wright, ~~s.rv-~w-, 
110 Orange Drive 
San Luis Obispo, Ca 93401 

I request that my letter be placed in the Nov. 23, 1973 ~ficial 
Hearing Record, 

J 
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Regional Director 
Eureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaske Pxea Office 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Nov. 

& Wildlife 

15, 1973 

C;fice -:t ··- ;,; 1 
A:. ~t ..... rc;;(.,,;.. 

M 

All of Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge te placed in the 
Wilderness System, except for lands to te selected ty the 
Natives under the Ketive Claims Act. The totalacree~e 
conse...-vationists are recom!I!ending is approximately 3,5cc,oo~ 
acres. 

This unique wilderness refuge with its tremendous scenic 
and wildlife significance should te kept in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System and not relinquished ty the Eureau 
of Sport Fis~ies and Wildlife. 

nincerely_,( 
I \ /\\~ 
'-\1(\ ' '~-/ 

tY~DJ u\ 
Gl aays Wright 
n;rector ·~ 

a tempo 
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Sunshine Canyon Rd. 
Salina Sta~ Rt. 
Boulder, Co. 80)02 
Nov . ·14, 197) 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries aoo tiildlife 
Alaska Area ·Office · 
81 J D st. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please includ~ the following stateMents in the hearing record · on ~junivak .~Udlife 
Refu::;e: 

I wo'.lld like to see t':e entire refuge placed in the ~iildnerness System,· 
excepting for the lands to be selected by the Hatives under the .&.•atives 6lai..'Tls 
Act. 

·I believe that despite the use of some snowmobiles, the area is ·still ~ubstantially 
. unjistrirbed. 

Alaska and places like 1\univak are one of the last r~!':aining areas . of· ·our country 
where ~..re have the opportunity to ad:i to our .~Ud.erness System. 

Thank you. · 

~~ichael Y okell 

I 
I· 
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I :- ~ i : J 

Regional Director 

Ed Zahniser 
1-E NorPr:1ay 

Greenbelt, Md. 20770 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

November 7, 1973 

Dear sir: 

This letter is to comment on the negative wilderness recommendation 
your Bureau has published regarding Nunivak Island Natinnal 
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

This refuge is a national treasure whose wildlife resource is 
of national and international significance, as you are well 
aware. I recommend that an approximately 3.5-million-acre 
wilderness be established there, permitting native snowmobile 
use for subsistence purposes as a prior existing use permitted 

· by the 1964 Wilderness Act. This 3.5 million acres should not 
include those lands selected by the natives under the 1971 
Native Claims Settlement act before the deadline of December 18, 
1974. Nor should that selection in any way preclude a wilderness 
designation for those lands and surrounding submerged lands 
·of. the refuge. 

I think it is preposterous and irresponsible that you should 
suggest that possible future "need" for a road projected by 
the il:lxka Alaska State Hi ghv:ay Department is a viable reason 
to conclude that no wilderness should be designa~ed at Nunivak. 
The existence of a marine beacon is li/.ewise spu~~ ~U3 reas o~ 
for such a conclusion. On tnat point I ;,.,rould si:-:-.;ly ~eco:._-:-.e::.d 

revision of the Executive Order establishing the refuge to 
reflect current national values and priorities today. 

It is my opinion that a wilderness designation is the only viallile 
means to assure the continued existence of the native lifestyle 
on Nunivak, including their successful and important reindeer 
herding. 

I can only conclude that your recommendation for no wilderness 
is a front for a future desire to relinguish the refuge. This 
would be a near-criminal act. It looks like once a gain ordinary 
citizens must look to the responsivene s s of Congress for satis
faction in the handling of their public land matte rs. This is 
a shame. You all could be s uch consistent a gents of good. 

Since.r~);;, 
~t'G;~ 

Ed Zahnis e r 

cc: Maryland Congressional Delegation 
Rogers C. B. Morton 

.. 



CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Regional Director 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and v/ildlife 

813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

· Dear Sirs: 

Mathias Zahniser 

November 15, 1973 

I wish to recommend as strongly as I can that you support the inclusion 

of all of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge in the Wilderness System with 

the exception of those lands selected by the natives of the island under the 

Natives Claims Act. 

As a nation we have -wasted much of our resources. We have seen the 

extinction of many of our native animal species. We have thoughtlessly 

destroyed much of the exciting culture of our native Americans. We have 

always done this ~ither in the name of progress or "for their own good." e It seems that Alaska is one of those rare gifts given to a people-

a second chance to do over again well what they did so poorly the first time. 

Nunivak Refuge is a crucial home for a plethora of wildlife. It has 

an abundance of wild fish and game enabling the i~abitants to subsist in 

traditional patterns without destroying the ecological balance and wilderness 

character of the area. 

It would be a CRI¥~ to allow pseudo purist consideration like the presence 

of snowmobiles (needed by the inhabitauts) and the hearding of reindeer to 

open this area to exploration from an ever-expanding and never satisfied mainland 

culture. Roads will come, markets will be developed, a way of 1 ife will 

be destroyed. 

I am not here advocating a zoological garden of men and animals. Ways 

should be open for these iohabi tants of the island who wish to participate 

MOUNT PLEASANT, MIOiiGAN 48859 
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CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

,. . , 

~ . . 
more fUlly in the maJority of cultures of the United States. · But let us not 

exploit this tiny remnant of wilderness and its way ~f life f~r our own . · l 
·ends in the name of concer~ for the improvement of conditions on this island. 

we shall be watChing developments in · Anchorage on this issue with 

interest. Let ·us handle our ''second chance" with wisdom· and gratitude. · 

cc/ 

· The Honorable Elford .Cederberg 
The Honorable Robert Griffin 
The Honorable Phillip ·Hart. 

.. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mathias Zahniser 

Assistant Professor 
in ReligioJ Studies 

MOUNT PlEASANT •. MIOiiGAN 48859 
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WE RECOMMEN0 THAT ·NUNIVAK WILDLiFE REFUGE BE PLACED ' IN 

THE WlLDEHNESS SYST~M. · 

ST~VEN AN0 JAN~EI .ANDERSEN 

. ' . . 

I . 

. ' 

~ . 

• 

-~ 

.. 

f ....... . 

. .. 

. ' 

., 

• I 



Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
Alaska Area Office 
813 0 Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

tJ 
}J ~\l( 

and Wttdlife 

I 

) ,-A., 
P.O. Box 601 
Davis, CA 95616 
December 4, 1973 

c.,,ccu of<' 
vpOrf~~ ..J ., • . 

ltfcf an ... w., - ... 
1 ¥Eo ~-.c 

I r r 1 .. . • •. 1 1.97J 

Office of the Area o· 
.1.--L. lfet;tor 
~ooe,_A~csq, 

Please Include this letter in the public hearing record for the 
Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge wilderness study. 

I stroggly object to the conclusion reached by the Bureau in 
recommending no \o~ilderness for Nunlvak National Wildlife Refuge. In 
reading the Bureau's brochure on the island, I found numerous reasons for 
designating a substantial acreage of the Refuge as wilderness. 

While possibly an unfortunate change In lifestyles for the natives, 
the use of snowmobiles should be no reason for this land to be open to 
other abuses. The Wilderness Act was written with exceptions to provide 
for special cases where non-conforming uses are established and are deemed 
necessary. Since oil is a finite resource, and since under our President's 
current course of action we will deplete the world's reserves before the end 
of the cent~ry, the use of snowmobiles can be considered as a temporary 
use anyway. 

e I find nothing wrong with allowing the natives to select their lands 
for their own uses and having the remainder of the Refuge classified as 
wilderness. There is also nothing wrong with alloWing the public lands 
to be used for the purposes of reindeer grazing by the natives. The Wilderness 
Act was not passed for the purpose of classifying only 11 totally pure 11 wild 
lands, for there are none. All land on this planet has been tainted by 
man, but to varying degrees. Therefore the wilderness of California- complete 
with snow survey devices, water diversion dams, abandoned roads, active mines, 
and smog - is In our national system because it is the best we can do. The 
same should hold true for Nunivak. 

Finally, the need for another highway in this country, especially one 
ringing a wildlife refuge, is the dream of engineers past. The world Is 
changing, and changing rapidly. Perhaps this is not seen now in Alaska as 
It Is in the lower forty-nine, but the unlimited growth of the first half 
of this century is dra\ving to an end. The new age of quality, not quanity, 
of life Is coming. And one of the most important parts of this quality is 
the preservation of wilderness. 

Sincerely, 



e . 
I. N. HAGAN • CHALK HIU., PENNSYLVANIA 15421 

November 23, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

My·attention has been drawn to the destiny that awaits 
Nunivak Island, Alaska. I hope with the persuasion 
of conservation-minded citizens you can be induced 
to create wilderness status to this unique island. 
This unspoiled area deserves preservation status as an 
upshot of its rich wildlife resources, the Eskimos and 
its primitive situation. 

Please seriously consider embracing the entire 3.5 million 
acres as Hilderness. The presence of sea lions, walrus, 
seals, musk ox and whales commend such status. Additionally, 
the seabird rookeries and the fish life should be 
sustained. We feel likewise about the vast and varied 
fish life. 

Wilderness designation is an imperative. 

Kindly include my letter in the hearing record. 

Yours sincerely, 

I. N. Hagan 

INH: jyh 
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The Wilde1 · Society ·-- 4260 E. Evans Avenue, Demer, Colorado 80222 
Western Regional Office Phon~ (303) 758-2266 

----+ 

November 23, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport ?isheries and \iildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alas~a 99501 

Dear Sir: 

~t:J"; eou ors 
a f:C'"' Fishe /o ""C rr:sod 

E I V E ~ Wildlife 

{,; ~~ 
:' (_1 /4 r . 

.'::}1.973 
Office f -

o the ,A 
A~-' .reo 0 · 
• "lqjQro'"'e ,. , 'rCX:tor 

.. , '""O.Sko 

On behalf of the more:; than 20,000 menbers of The \'iilder-.aess Society 
who live in tfl.e western states, I ure:;e tb.at the :i3ureau of Sport 
Fisheries and "!hldlife reverse its recou.:..endation of 11no wilderness" 
for l~univak Island and propose, instead, a 3. 5 Dillion acre 
wilderness. · 

The Hunivak Island Wilderness should include the undeveloped part 
of the island alJ.d su1:n~erged lands, except for those la.."lds properly 
c lai.!:led by the Alas}::a natives u..r.~.der the .Alaska Native Claims Settle
Lleht Act. 

The use of sn0\7lJ.obiles on the island for native subsistence is no 
1 ogical reaso.::.1. .for excluding this .i:llagnificent wild island from 
wilderness dc;;.sit:;nation. T.iiis is a prior existing right allowed 
up.der ti.le 1964 \"iilderness Act. A clear distinction shou~d be wade, 
however, bet·.,;een subsistence use and recreational use of snow
mobiles, and o11.ly t!1e .for1:2er allowed. 

Also, reindeer l1erdin,::S on the island is an invalid reason for a non
VIilderness rGco::.:...:._e :::dc::.tion. It does not disq_u.alify t~1e area fron 
b ei.a6 classified c.s Ylilderness w1der t~18 ';i:i. :::.. dc.:..~~'J.e :::s .dct, just as 
grazLl,; a.ad herdi:1g of li vcstoclc 0::1 natiol:al forc;;st wilderness in 

- the lower 48 states does not p1·eclude a wilderness desi.;nation u..."'lder 
the sawe laY!. 

The plan. of tl.1e Alc..s~a Highway De~:artr:1.e:c.t to build a road arou.i"ld the 
i sla:ad snould be <iro:J) ed, as ininice.l to t.!1e seabird and other native 
wild~ife of t::J.e island, e..s well s.s to additio:1al natural values, which 
wouid oe best protected for the natives a.J.d the United States as 
wilderness. 

Please ~e this letter a part of the nearin~ record on this subject. 

~~~-/l.~ .. 
Clii on :rt. ' · L~erri tt ""' .,_ 
Director of Fie~d Services 

"'In Jl'ildness is the Presenation of the n orld." - Thoreau 
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§a[fatin cSpo7.6.men ~ c:4~~oclatlon 
Eurcc f c- "Protector of \Voods, Water and Wild Life" 

u 0 ~Pert f· · · 
~ E c t;e~~esf. a~d 'N!fJ:S~West Mendenhall 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 r -· r 
~.: C I 1973 Phone 587·4533 

Off" f ICe o the Area o· · 1rector 
-·, Anchora;;e, Alos(o 

11/29/1973 

Regional Director 
. Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 

Alaska Area Orfice, 813 D Street 
anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

Our Association recommends that appro&imately 3! million acres of 
Nunivak Island Refuge be retained as a National Wildlife ~efuge and 
included in the Wilderness System. 

We do not agree entirely with the BSF&W reasons for not wanting the 
wilderness designation. In fact we feel that the BSF&W reasons for 
non-wilderness are largay some weak excuses for not following Secretarial 

~ Order No. 2920 and the guidlines for Wilderness Proposals. 

Sincerely, 

;:' v--t -~ ~- / '- /~3!-/1/ V;. ~- I. 
'~ 

Everett Keyes, President 

c2,tY) }(~£{"-.--
Perry Nelsdn, c1~irman 
Natural Resources Committee 

cc-Clif .Herritt 

/0/0 E· 
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)])] ®~ l]~\Yrill®l~Jli:Jl]~ ~ 
APPOINTED BY CITY COUNCIL 

p. o. box 1131 

November 26, 1973 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

greeley, colorado 80631 

Our group of citizens would like to see the ~ million acre 
Nunivak Area as Wilderness under the National Wilderness Preser
vation System. 

Use of snowmobiles for subsistence is a prior existing right 
of the natives under the Wilderness Act. Please do not allow this 
point to blind your agency in recommending against wilderness. 

We hope the Bureau is searching as hard for reasons to desig
nate Nunivak as wilderness as for reasons not to. Think of the 
future generations of all Americans on this issue. 

Let these remarks become part of the hearing record. 

our bit for "ecology" now 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Paul W. Richard, Chairman 
Greeley Committee on the 
Environment 

printed on 100% recycled paper 
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LELAND DOTJGLAS STODDARD, M.D. 

~ROI"ESSOR 01" PATHOLOGY 

~E:OICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA 

Regional Director 

26 November 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

SECRETARY• TREASURER 

U . S . -CANADIAN DIVI S I ON 
INTERNATIONAL ACAOEMY OF PATHOLOGY 
1404) 722-1111 

Curccu of ~;:>crt Fisheries and Wildlift 
RECEIVED 

i· r; \ t :.:; CJ ;n7'=' . - . ..1 .1 

OHice of the Area Director 
Anchora;le, Alcslco 

I am very much in support of the Nunivak National Wildlife 
Refuge being placed in the Wilderness System, except for the lands 
to b~ selected by the Natives under the Native Claims Act. The 
recommendation of approximately 3,500,000 acres is, in my estimation, 
a good one. 

Since the use of snowmobiles is imperative for subsistence pur
poses for the Natives, I feel this would be the best possible effort 
to assure their continued use. 

Please place this letter of support from a concerned conservationist 
in the hearing record. 

Yours sincere! 

~ 
LDS/jc 

M E DIC AL COLLEG E OF GEORGI A . AU G U STA, GEORGI A 30902. (404 ) 724 -7 111 

6 19 BO U R N E PLACE. AUG U STA . GEORGI A 30904. ( 404) 738-2208 

THE LAUREL WOOD. WEST VILLAG E ( ASPEN) COLORADO 81615. (303) 923-3110 
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