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PREFACE 

Tne Semidi National Wildlife Refuge lies 100 n1.iles southwest of Koclia.~ 

Island in the Western Gulf of Alaska. Refuge islands are characterized by 

precipitous shorelines,important .as nesting habitat for Il1illions of pelagic birds. 

The nine named islands and small islets total 8,422 acres. In addition approx

imately 248,000 acres of surrounding submerged lands are included in the refuge. 

The treeless islands are minhabi ted by man and are covered with subarctic 

vegetation. Millions of murres, kittiwakes, puffins, · fulmars, and other birds 

inhabit the area. The refuge supports one of the largest Pacific fulmar colonies 

in Alaska. Sea lions, hair seals, sea otters, and several species of whales 

inhabit off-shore waters. Colllffi9rcial fishing for halibut and king crab in refuge 

\.Vaters is of substantial economic importance to American fishermen. 

The area was established by Executive Order in 1932 for the protection of the 

pelagic bird colonies and other forms of wildlife. It is now being reviewed, as 

required by the Wilderness Act of 1964, for possible inclusion into the National 

Wilderness Preservation System. 



SEMIDI WILDERNESS ST't.JDY 

CHAPTER I 

IN1RODUCTION 

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is located in the Gulf of Alaska 

near latitude 56°N and longitude 157°W. The remote~ treeless refuge 

lies some 50 miles from the nearest Alaskan mainland and contains some 

of the greatest pelagic. bird colonies in North America. The area was 

established as a refuge and breedU1g ground for its vast colonies of 

seabirds and other forms of wildlife~ by Executive Order 5 85 8 on 

June 17, 1932. It includes all islands, rocks~ and reefs and underwater 

lands lying between parallels 55 degrees 57 minutes and 56 degrees 

15 minutes north latitude~ and meridians 156 degrees 30 minutes and 

157 degrees longitude west. Tne refuge contains approximately 256 ~000 

acres of which all but 8,422 acres are submerged lands (Figure 1). 

The Semicli Islands are composed of nine major islands: Aghiyuk~ Aghik, 

Anawik, Kiliktagik, Olawiet, Aliksemi t > Suklik ~ Kateekuk ~ South, and 

numerous smaller islets and rocks. Islands range in size from 8 to 

3 ~000 acres with Aghiyuk and Olowiet Islands the two largest in the 
' 

group. The former is approximately six miles lang and at its widest 

point is 2 miles in width. Its highest elevation is 1~024 feet. Chowiet 

Island is approximately 4 1/2 miles in length and 3 miles in width with 

the highest elevation 679 feet. 

The shorelines of the islands are extremely precipitous with sheer rock 

cliffs rising 100 to 200 feet in many places. There are only a few suit-

'' ,·\:· 



able bays for vessel anchorages. T.ne only extensive gravel beach in Jd1e 

island group is located on the east side of Aghiytli( Island 'directly west of Aghik 

Island. 

There are no known shallow reefs within the refuge~ except those adjacent to 

exposed rocky shorelines. · 

The marine waters within the refuge have not been G~arted in great detail. Water 

depths drop rapidly to 10 and 30 fathoms around the islands accordii'lg to Coast 

and Geodetic Olart #8851 and 40 to 50 fathoms off-shore. A 100+ fathom trough 

occurs east of the refuge boundary. 

The islands are treeless, and support typical subarctic plant connnunities with 

prostrate shrubs, grasses &~d sedges predominate. 

The Semidis are believed to have been glaciated during the Pleistocene and rise 

as an erosional reimlant of a broad shoal on the Shumagin-Kodiak Shelf. They 

consist of biotite-rich granodiorite except in northem Aghiyuk Island, which 

contains fragments of dark siltstones and thin sai'ldstones. Volcanic rocks are 

not exposed on these islands. 

The refuge's climate is polar maritime, typical of the western Gulf of Alaska, 

with cool, cloudy sunmers, considerable fog, and mild winters. Storms are 

frequent and winds exceeding 80 lmots per hour can be expected. The mean annual 
·. 

temperature is 40 °F, with an average precipitation of about 60 inches. The 

Alaska Current which passes the islands in a southwesterly flow has a moderating 

effect on the regions climate. Pack-ice does not occur and the sea temperatures 

range from 5~.0°F in. summer to 37.5°F in winter. 



e Daily tides vary from a high of 10.9 feet to a low of -2.4 feet. T11e proposal 

lies in the Pacific earthquake zon.e. · SeveTe earthq;.uikes may cause tidal waves which 

in the past have caused considerable loss of life and property in adjacent regior...s . 

. '.· -.. • ' . 



Figure 1. Location and boundary of the .Semidi National Wildlife Refuge • 
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C ;!\PTER II 

STIIDY REFUGE OBJECTIVES 

The Wilderness Act of September 3> 1964 (Public Law 88-577), requires the 

Secretary of the Interior to review every roadless area of 5,000 GOntiguous 

acres or more and every roadless island withL~ the National Wildlife Refuge 

System and, within ten years after the effective date of the Act, report 

to the President of the United States his recommendations as to the suitability 

or non-suitability of each such area or island as wilderness. In defining 

wilderness> the Act permits review of roadless areas of less than 5,000 acres 

that are of sufficient size to make preservation and use in an unimpaired 

condition practical. 

As announced in the Federal Register (Volume 35, No. 80, April 24, 1970), the 

Semidi National Wildlife Refuge contains potential wilderness resources that meet 

the basic criteria contained in the Wilderness Act for detailed study to 

determine suitability or non-suitability as wilderness. 

Tne prinipal objective of field investigations was to evaluate, at the direction 

of the Secretary of the Interior, the suitability or non-suitability of the 

Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, or a portion of the refuge, for inclusion in 

the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

In addition, field studies were designed to: 

1. Clearly delineate and describe those areas within the refuge 

that weTe found to be sui table for consideration as wilderness. 

2. Clearly delineate and describe those areas within the refuge 

that were fotm.d to be non-suitable as wilderness. 



3. Determine whether classify:ing all or part of the refuge as 

wilderness would conflict with the purposes for which it was 

established and is adm:inistered as a unit of the National 

Wildlife Refuge System. 

4. Determ:ine what conflicts or benefits there might be if all 

or part of the refuge were classified as wilderness by the 

Congress of the United States. 

Refuge Objectives 

A master plan has not been prepared on the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The primary purposes of the refuge according to the current Refuge Objectives 

Statement is to preserve the breeding and feedL1g habitat of the pelagic birds 

and mar:ine animals enderriic to the area. 

Because of the tr.emendoumuniber of pelagic birds on the refuge the Semidis 

serve a vital role in the overall Alaskan refuge system. 



CHAPTER III 

HISTORY .AND LAi'JD STATUS , 

A. · His tory 

The Semidi Islands are thoughtto have been discovered in August 1741 by 

Vitus Bering who reportedly named them Tumannoi (Foggy) Islands. Tnere does 

seem to be so:Ir.e question to the validity of this discovery as he reported, 

''high, large, wooded islands". It is now known the islands are not wooded, 

but during foggy weather and at a dista.1ce, em error in vegetation could have 

been made. Captain Cook sighted the islands on June 16, 1778. It is thought 

t..'le present word Semidi .stems from the Russicm word "Sem" meaning seven. 

Little history ha5 been recorded on the islands since discovery although they 

probably have been visited by humans at various times. The lone spruce tree on 

Chowiet Islands was no doubt planted by man, and the remains of a barrel near 

a barbara found on Aghiyuk Island, indicates this oc.cupa.1cy was fairly recent. 

B. Land Status 

There are no known private tracts within the refuge nor 1s it subject to any 

Native land claims. 

In recent years an agreement between the United States, Japan, and the Soviet 

Union designated the waters between 56° and 56°19' latitude as a loading zone 

for fishing fleets of the latter two countries operating on the high seas near 

this area. This loading zone covered most of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 

marine waters. The agreement however was renegotiated with Japan in December 1972 
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and is no longer valid. It was cancelled ·primarily because of the possible 

detrimental effects a loading area might have on pelagic birds. The agreement 

will also be re-negotiated with Russia in February 1973. Similar decisions with 

Russia are expected. 

It has been determined by the Regional Solicitor, and the Associate Solicitor, 

Territories, Wildlife and Claims> U.S. Department of the Interior, that the 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife has jurisdiction over all tidelands and 

submerged lands located within that area encompassed with the legal description 
i 

in Executive Order 5858. These lands did not pass to the State of Alaska by the 

Statehood Act inasmuch as they were excluded by Section 6(e) of the Act. 

Navigable waters overlying these tidelands and submerged lands are, therefore, 

also within the refuge (Price, 1970). 

Executive Order 5858, dated June 17, 1932 established the refuge and Presidential 

Proclamation 2416 dated July 15, 1940 changed the name of the refuge from 

Sernidi Islands Wildlife Re.fuge to Semidi Natiorial Wildlife Refuge . 



e. 

A. Wildlife 

CHAPTER IV 

RESOURCES 

1. Marmnals: Ground squirrelS are corrnnon on both Chowiet and Aghiyuk Islands. 

They are the only known land marrnnals present. It isn't known for certai1'1 

whether these are endemic to the islands or were introduced by man in more 

recent times. The islands may have been used for· fox-farming but records 

of such an. enterprise are not known. No evidence of fox was noted in a 

1972 survey. 

Sea lions, hair seals, and sea otter inhabit adjacent marins waters. A sea 

lion rookery containing approximately 500 animals is located on the southern 

tip of Chowiet Island. Most of these animals were hauled out an a large 

rock just south ·of Chowiet in May 1972. Another 100 were seen on the north

ern tip of Suklik Island. Gabrielson (1968) also reported about 500 sea lions 

off the southern tip of Chowiet in his 1940 visit to these islands. 

Hair seals were scattered in May 1972 with approximately 60 hauled out on 

the nor:thwest portion of Chowiet Island and another 75 in the gravel beach on 

the northeast side of Aghiyuk Island. An aerial survey on August 27, 1972 

revealed several hundred hair seal on the northwest side of the latter island 

where none were noted in May. This may indicate greater populations of marine 

marrnnals use the area during other seasons thari those recorded in May. 

Sea otter are present but in low numbers. Those observed in May 1972 were 

single adults. The lack of kelp beds and shallow waters may be a factor in 

the low sea otter population. Various species of whales a.-·1d porpoise inhabit 



the refuge waters. The more common species are the Pacific killer whale~ 

finback whale, sei whale, gray whale, sperm whale, and Dall porpoise. 

2. Birds : The outstanding wildlife characteristic of the islar1ds are the 

extensive pelagic bird colonies which are some of the largest in Alaska. 

Murres , kittiwakes~ fulmars, and puffins fill the cliff ledges like squads 

of soldiers. Gabdelson (1968) described this scene in his 1940 visit, 
I 

"Murres hung like necklaces about the cliffs, each ledge and flat spot having 

its quota standing shoulder to shoulder. It looked like millions of murres". 

In cruis:i,ng the shorelines there appears to be no end to the number of birds as 

they crowd the rock ledges, thousands of wheeling birds speclcle the skies, and 

in places, the waters are black and white with feeding mu,rres, kittiwakes, and 

fulmars. 

The most abundant species present was the common murre with a lesser number 

·of thick-billed murres. The largest colony was located on the northwestern 

side of Aghiyuk Island and the second largest on the west side of Chowiet 

Island (Figure 2) , The only island in the group that did not contain murres 

was Kiliktaglik. The murre populations census taken in May 1972 recorded 

1,549,000 birds. These counts should be considered minimum population figures 

as no attempts were made to census birds on nearby waters except for dense 

concentrations immediately below the rookeries. In addition, these spring 

counts were conducted prior to the entry of the current year's nesting pro

ducticin. into the population. The figures were obtained by' estimating blocks 

of birds on the cliffs as we cruised by and are cansidered.estimates rather 

than precise numbers. 

The secon4 most abundant species censused in 1972 was. the black-legged kitti

wake with· 420 J 000 recorded. Pacific fulmars were third with 386,000 ar1d 
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tufted puff:ins fourth w~th 80,000 birds. 

Kittiwakes were closely associated with the murres and often were mixed 

wi th:in the same rookeries; with kittiwakes occupy:ing one:: ledge, murres the 

next, kittiwakes the next, ·etc. In general there is a much closer as soc-

iation of rookery use between ki ttiwalces and murres than with fulmars. 

Fulrr.ars are f~und on all the islands but seemed to prefer less precipitous 

slopes .. Favorite nest:ing habitat are the canyons which :indent the shorel:ine 

on some islands, and ledges contain:ing tufts of grass. Since about 90 percent 

of the. fulmars were of the dark phase variety, they blended extremely well 

with their habitat and no doubt our counts represent a smaller proportion of 

the actual population than of some· of the other more visible species. 

Puffins were only present on Aghik, Anowik, and Kiliktagik Islands. We 

accounted for 80,000 birds which were all of the tufted variety. Gabrielson 

(1968) in his 1940 surve~ indicated horned and tufted puffin w~re equally abund

and. He also indicated many birds on both Chowiet and Aghiyuk Islands which 

we failed to see. Possibly the time of the visit, since he surveyed the 

area LTl August, inay account for the difference. 

Population estimates for the four species mentioned are given below by island: 

Island 

Aghiyuk 
Choweit 
South 
Suklik 
Kateekuh 
Anowik 
Aghik 
Aliksemit 
IG.liktagik 

Murres 

661,000 
~35,000 
50,000 
95,000 
22,000 . 
52,000 I 

39,000 
200,000 

Number of Birds 
Kittiwakes - ----rulmar 

·245,000 
55,000 
30,000 

1,000 
17,000 
42)000 
30,000 

38,000 
30,000 
5 ,000 . 

65,000 
98,000 
25,000 
55,000 

5,000 . 
65? Q.Q.Q. 

Puffin 

65,000 

10,000. 
5,000 

80,.000 
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Glaucous-winged gulls and red~faced cormorants were also numerous and the 

song sparrow was the most common passerine bird. Gabrielson (1968} reported 

. the savannah sparrow the most common passerine. Three eagle nests were seen 

on Chowiet Island and juveniles were common. Eagles were seen an each island 

and the nesting population probably included at least a dozen pairs. Petrals 

were no apparent during the day, but wheeled and turned continuously around our 

anchor light at night. Two pairs of peregrin falcon were recorded and one pair , 

occupied a nesting territory. 

Gabrielson also lists the winter wren as a sub-species of the Sernidi Isl;;mds and 

reports ~t as being resident to the islands. 

A total of 33 species of birds, listed below, were identified during our May 

visit: 

Birds Seen 

Yellow-billed loan 
Red-necked grebe 
Pacific fulrnar 
Fork-tailed petrel 
Leaches petrel 
Red-faced cormorant 
Brant 
Pintail 
Shoveler 
Harlequin duck 

· Common eider 
Surf seater 
Common seater 
Bald eagle 
Peregrine falcon 
Qystercatcher 
Ruddy tums t.one 
Parasitic. jaeger 

· Glaucous winged gulls 
Black-legged ki tthvake 
Common murre 
Thick-billed murre 
Pigeon guillemot 
Para1<eet auldet 
Tufted puffin 
Raven 
Water pipit 

Status 

one 
four 
numerous 
common 
common 
common 
12 
2 pair 
one 
common 
common 
a few 
a few 
common· 
2 pair 
common 
one 

· several pairs 
numerous 
numerous 
m11rerous 
common 
common 
common 
numerous 
several 

:wn 
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Savannah sparrow 
Fox sparrow 
Song sparrow 
Winter wren 
Lapland longspur 

common 
several 
common 
several 
a few 

In Gabrielson's 1940 and 1945 visit~, he reported several species which we 

failed to see. These included: 

Pelagic cormorant 
Horned puffin 
Crested suklet 
Northern phalarope 
Snow bunting 
Yellow warbler 
Golden- crowned sparrow 

· Pi leola ted warbler 
Hermit thrush 
Alaska longspur 

Thus, a total of 43 species of birds have been identified. No doubt many others 

4lt are visitors during migratory periods and also are residents. 

The pelagic birds colonies such as these on the Semidi Islands hmnbering in the 

millions have a tremendous impact on their surroundings. This vast nmnber of 

birds utilize tons of food obtained from the sea, and their excrement, rich in 

potash, returned to the sea is important to the growth and abundance of small 

marine organisms. ·These colonies have been called the fertilizer factories of 

the northern seas, and are an important link in the intricate ecology of the. area. 

Thus off-shore waters within the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge are extremely 

important to the welfare ·of the birds. We are fortunate in having control of the 

surrounding submerged lands, a control 1.vhich is lacking for most sea bird refuges 

in Alaska. The island actually would be of little importance if the vital marine 

food resources were destroyed through man-made influences. 

Although this study did not permit researching the inter-relationships of the 

o.rartous to ead1 other and their environment~ Tuck (1960) reported on such 
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studies for pelagic birds of the Atlantic Ocean. Fulmars and ld ttiwakes 

feed principally on surface macroplankton, while rurres are predominately 

fish eaters and can dive to depths of 40 fathoms to obtain food. Tuck (1960) 

states, "Adaptation to different types of food by selection of feeding 

habitat is a marked characteristic of .the sea birds of the sea-cliff 

nesting association. The Larus gulls feed close inshore, scavenge along 

the shoreline, and prey on eggs in the murre colonies. Along the coast are 

fomd cormorants and black guillemots; a little farther out gannets, razor

bills, puffins and rurres ; farthest out are fulmars, kittiwakes , and petrals." 

"The impact of a seabird colony is felt not only in the sea but also an the 

cliffs, where a particularly rich and abmdant growth of nitrophilous plants 

results from the accumulated excrement. The growth of grasses and such· 

circu.mpolar northern. plants as qxyria and Cochlearia is more luxurient there 

than elsewhere. This vegetation harbors an immense population of spiders, 

springtails, mites, and insects." ... "In closely packed seabird colonies, the 

nitrogen concentration is so high that all the vegetation is scorched and 

the cliffs are completely bare and of a light grayish color". 

It may then be speculated that such large bird number~ are a vital link to 

sea life and indirectly contribute to the welfare of the halibut, crab, and 

other fish of great commercial importance which have a direct monetary 

benefit to Alaskan fishermen. 

During winter mant.h.s niany of the birds scatter over extensive areas of the 

Pacific Ocean, thus contributing imrnensly to the total ocean ecosystem. 
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B. Fish 

Halibut is ·currently the major species sought. The refuge waters fall within 

Halibut Regulatory Area 3A and also within Statistical Area 30 as recorded 

by the International Pacific Halibut Commission. The 60-rnile Statistical 

.Area 30 includes all refuge waters but extends beyond the boundaries. The 

statistical catch data therefore includes some fishing outside the refuge 

waters. Halibut catches in Statistical Area 30 from 1967 through 1971 were 

3,361,000; 3,978,000; 3,470,000; :3,915,000; and 2,134,000: pounds respectively. 

The number of halibut vessels fishing one or more days in Area 30 for the 

same years was 33,48,43,48,and 40 (MYhre, 1972). 

Some king crab fishing also occurs, but again the statistical catch data for 

surrm.mding waters is' not confined solely to refuge waters. The crab fishing 

is considered rather small, however, and the Alaska Department of Fish and 

Game only recorded catches in 1968 and 1966 in their statistical sub-area 

surrm.mding the Semidi Islands.. The catch for 1968 was 1,637 crabs and 130 

in 1966. No catch has been recorded since 1968 (Powell, 1972). 

Commercial fishery values in refuge waters are therefore believed significant, 

and should be treated as an important economic resource. 

C. Water 

No ponds or lakes. are on the islands. Several small streams are located on 

the tr.vo larger islan.ds which are capable of supplying fresh water for a 

small nU!Jlber of people that might use the area. 

The off-shore waters, as already discussed~ prov:~de important ha:~itat for the 

mar:L11e birds, rfl..arnmals, and fish. There are no :~Uow lagoons, , r:o.T depths 
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increase rapidly along the island shoreline. The marine waters support 

the food resources on which the pelagic birds are dependent. The constant 

stirring of the water from severe storms brings much of the :inacro-and micro

zooplankton to the surface, where it is· available to the birds. The vi tal 

importance of these waters to the pelagic bird colonies is discussed under the 

bird section. 

D. Vegetation 

The vegetation of the islands is of the low heather and grass types. 

Calamagrostis and beach rye grass cover much of the· islands with other grasses 

end sedges mixed in. The darker spring vegetation consists of an extensive 

coverage of crowberry mixed with prostrate willow and a small amount of 

lowbush cranberry. In a few wetter sites dense stands of willow are present, 

however, none of these are more than of knee height. ..Fireweed, cow parsnip, 

yarrow and anemone was also present. One lone spruce tree, about 15 feet in 

height was found on the south end of Chowiet. Tnis was probably transplanted 

by man, since it was near some cabin remains. 

E. Minerals 

The Semidi Is lands have no known minerals of commercial value. · Grantz end 

Cobb (1968) state: 

"No deposits of minerals subject to leasing under the mineral leasing 

laws have been found in or near the areas embraced by the Simeonof 

and Semidi National Wildlife Refuges except for s.pme ligni tic coal that 

underlies a~ area of 35 or 40 square miles on Unga Island (Atwood, 1911, 

p. 117-120), the largest of the Shumagin group. These coal-bearing 

rocks are entirely absent from Simeone£ and the Semidi Islands. The 
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. granitic rocks that make up Simeonof and the Semidi Is lands and the 

rocks of Burk' s Shumagin Formation w.nich they intrude are types with 

which t'he minerals subject to the leasing laws are not associated". 

The nearest reported mineral deposits are an oil seep near the mouth of 

the Ania'kchak River and copper, lead, and silver locations on Nakchamik Island. 

F. Public Use 

Because of its remoteness, lack of sui table bays and anchorages, and adverse 

weather, the refuge has received little public use. A few commercial fisher-

men may at times anchor in its shallow bays. Several years ago one vessel 

· spent several days in the area commercially hunting hair seal. A nUJilber of 

tiJ vessels use the refuge waters during the halibut fishing season as discussed 

under the "fish" section of this report. 

The only recreational attraction that might be anticipated in the future is 

people traveling through the islands by boat to observe and photograph the 

tremendous bird rookeries. Most of this would be off:-shore use rather than 

on-shore. 

Possibly some scientific studies will be conducted in the area in the future. 

This would then result in at least some seasonal, · use of the area by scientific 

personnel. Of course birds produced on the is land migrate to other areas of 

the world where they may be observed and provide aesthetic attraction of 

international value. 
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GIAPTER V 

MANAGEMENT .AND DEVELOPMENT 

No developments on the island are planned in the immediate future. · If 

scientific studies are undertaken on a seasonal basis , a small ·cabin or 

shelter may be required. 

The area is not under active management at present. .Any census and patrol 

activities would probably be conducted by aerial means or from a large 

vessel. 

The refuge has always been managed .as a wilderness; therefore wilderness 

status would not affect past management or change in present administration. 



CHAPT'iR VI 

SOCIAL h~D ECONON.ITC CONSIDERATION 

The islands~ as ll'.entioned previously, are. raTely visited by man. Placing 

these into the National Wilderness System would notchange the use present 

today. Suitable harbors and adequate fresh water supply are non-existent; 

therefore it is unlikely that any industry such as corrnnercial · carming 

operations for fishery resources would desire to locate in such an area. 

Refuge waters do provide economic use by commercial fishermen, particularly 

halibut fishermen. If these waters were given wilderness status it would 

not affect these conur1ercial fishing operations providing the use of motors 

was perrni tted. If~ however, under wilderness status, motorboats were not 

permitted, then there would be an economic loss to the fishennen now using 

the area. 

As mentioned previously, the area was a loading zone for :Japanese fishing 

fleets and as of this writing still is for Russian fleets. Possible harmful 
I 

effects to bird life could result from this type of activity and closure of 

the waters to such use should be considered. 

There is no el(idence of Native use in recent times and none of the area 

qualifies for Native selection. Therefore any action proposed regarding 

wilderness status would not affect Native land selection rights under tenns of 

the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

The nearest exisiting wilderness area is the 6,402 acre Tuxedni Wilderness, 

consisting of 2 small islands 210 miles to the northeast ili Cook Inlet. 

Proposals for 301,451 acres of wilderness on the Izernbek Refuge and 25,140 

acres on Simeonof Island were transmitted to Congress from the White House 

... , I··, 
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in April 1971. Wilderness proposals are currently being developed for 

both the Aleutian Islands and Kodiak National Wildlife Refuges. In addition, 

the National Park Service has proposed that approximately 2.5 million acres 

of Katmai National Monument be designated as wilderness. Katmai lies about 

130 miles northeast of the Semidi Islands on the Alaska Peninsula. 

The village of Olignik with 83 residents is the nearest area of human 

settlement. It lies about 60 miles northwest on the Alaska Peninsula. 

The city of Kodiak with a papulation of about 3,800 is the largest community 

in the region. Anchorage, Alaska's largest city, is 430 miles to the 

northeast, and has a census division population of 124,542. 



CHAPTER VII 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge lies in the Gulf of Alaska southwest of 

Kodiak Isla.tid. It was established by Executive Order 5858 on June 17, 1932, and 

contains 8,422 acres 6£ surface lands and approximately 248,000 acres of submerged 

lands. 

The refuge consists of nme small islands' numerous smaller rocks' and islets. 
' ' 

The largest island is approximately 6 miles in length and 3,000 acres in size. 

The shoreline of the isla.tids are extremely precipitous with many rock ledges rising 

200 feet perpendicular above the sea. The sub-arctic vegetation con.Sists primarily 

of crowberry, sedges, grasses, and prostrate forms of willow. The climate is 

maritime with frequent storms, fog, and rain. 

Its major attractions are the extensive pelagic bird colonies with murres, 

kittiwakes, fu1mars, and puffins the predominate species. It contains one of the 

largest Pacific fulmar colonies in Alaska waters. Bald eagles and peregrin falcons 

nest on the steep ledges as do a variety of less nllll'lerous birds. 

Ground squirrels are the only land mammals present and sea lions, hair seals, and 

sea otters utilize the adjacent marine waters. Several species of whales, porpoises, 

and other marine mammals inhabit the off-shore marine waters. 

, Halibut and some king crab fishing occurs in the waters of the re;{;uge and the area 

is a loading and unloading zone for Russian fishermen by an international agreement. 

This agreement will be reconsidered in February 1973. The former Japanese agreement 

was cancelled in Th:rcerriber 19 72. :, 

The surrounding submerged lands and marine waters within the refuge are of extreme 
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importance since the vast colonies of birds are dependent on the marine food 

resources for survival. They in tum through feeding habits and potash-rich 

excrement provide a vi tal li.rik in the intricate ecology o:;E the area. 

The islands are uninhabited and are currently of wilderness character. Management 

plans are to retain the islands in a natural state as at present. 

It is recommended that all of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be placed into 

the National Wilderness Preservation System. The marine waters are utilized by 

commercial halibut and crab fisher:rren and since these vessels are equipped with 

motors and since this is an established use, it is further recommended that such 

motorized use be permitted to conti.n.ue as provided for in the Wilderness Act. 

-Wilderness designation will provide add:l tional protection to this vast marine 

ecosystem. 

An. alternative proposal could exclude the marine waters and only include the islands. 

The marine waters, h(Jl.N'ever, are vi tal to the well-being of the wildlife and any 

detrimental effects to these waters could seriously jeopardize this wildlife. 

Wilderness protection would provide better assurance that possible detrimental uses 

of the marine waters and submerged lands, such as oil and mineral development, 

would occur. 
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STUDIES RELATED TO WILDERNESS 

WILDLIFE REFUGES 

The Wild,crncss Act (Public Law 88-5!i7, Sept. 3,'HH34) 
dir<:ct~ th~J Secretary of the Interior to review roadl-e·ss 
arcus af 5,000 c01~ti;;uous llcres or more, and every road
less island, within the national wildlife refuges and game 
ranges under l1is jurisdiction and to :report on the sttit
abil!ity or nommita:bility of each such area _o.r island for 
preservation as· wildel'llcss. As one aspect of the suit
ability stmlie;;, -existing publi~:~llcd ancl unpnb!i~;hcd d-ata 
on the geology and tho occurrence of minerals subject to 
](,:u;ing UJHler the minoral leusiug iaw~:> arc assembled in 
brier rerKirts on cad; nrNl, This bulletin i'l one such report 
aml it-; ono of 11 .'!eric!'! by tho U.S. Geotogical Survey and 
tho u.s. Hm·onu or Mines Oil lands under tho jurisdiction 
of the U.S. Deput·tmcnt of tho Interi.or. 
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arr i .ia:-;;cred agt~inst ·the Hteep north and cast clill'H oJ Ca.sl:1o Hock and 
:form an eh.'tensive terrace that slopes to the northeast The youngest 
volcanic. m1it in the wildlife 1;efuge 1s the dome formed in 1v27 by the 

. viscous extrusion of basalt at the westernmost bulge · of Bogoslof 
Island. 

BeMhes composed of rounded cobbles ::md houldcns as much as 6 
feet in diameter extend southeastw:wd from Casi.;le Rock and both 
northeastvmrd and southefLstward from the rocky cliffs cut in the 
basalt 'dome. Sand makes up the beach east of the area underlain by 
ash and agglomerate and the beach at the southeastern spit of Bogoslof. 
Sand and grayel containing scattered cobbles and boulders border 
the S[l,lt-water lake on three sides and merge into the beaches. 

MINERAL RESOURCES 

There are no deposits of minerals subject to lensing under the min
eral leasing laws or to location in the Bogoslof Nationo.l \Vildlife Ref
uge. Isolation precludes any possibility of utilizing the volcanic rock 
or beach deposits as construction materials. · 

SIMEON OF AND SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 

By ARTHUR GRANTZ and Enw ARD II. Conn· 

SU11l:MARY 

Granitic rocl's and surficial deposits make up the islands and islets in the 
Simeonof and Semidi :>rational ·wildlife Refuges. No deposits of minerals subject 
to leasing under the mineral leasing laws or to location are known in either. 
refuge. 

INTRODUCTION 

This report is based on a 3-day reconnaisstmce of the outer Shumagin 
Islands by Grantz in June 1962, some of the results of which have been 
published (Grant~, 1963), and on other published reports. 

Simeonof Island, the most easterly of the Shumngin Islands, is near 
lat 65° N. and long 15go \:V. and is about 330 miles from Kodiak, the 
nearest cit.y and major supply center (fig. 1). The Shumagin Islands 
(fig. 4) ·were named by Vitus Bering for one of his sailors who died a,nd 
was buried there in 1'741 during Bering's second voyage, the explora
tion which discovered Alaska (Baker, 1906) p. 573). It is note\vorthy 
that Georg \Vilhclm Steller; who made the first recorded geologic 
obs;j;.-";:;.tions in .Ahsim. whiie ·Serviuu as physicitm a.nd naturalist for 
Bering on this voyage, recorded ea~h major rock type in the outer 
Shumagins in his journal (Grantz, 19G3, p. Bl06; Golder, 1925, p 79). 
Simeono:f was called Semenovskiye (Simon) by the Russians and has 

., 

r 

·.f: 
~~ 
,!'.' 
j.~ 

~ 
\ ;.; 

f 0• 

~t 

!{ 
' ~ 
ri 
f; ,, 
K 

I ' 

1: 

I 
f 
f 
f 

l 
1 

~ 
t 
f 
t 



EIGH'l' NATIONAL WILDLU'B Inil•'UGJJ;S1 ALASKA 1(0 

0 5 10 MILES 
.l__..l__j 

160. 

N 
I 
~\ 

vu 
CH!;RNABURA I. 

]'IGURE 4.-Map of Shumagin Islands. From Grantz (19()..3). 

been known since by that name, by the native name Tiakinak, and by 
variants of both (Baker, 1906, p. 576). 

Sirneonof Island (fig. 5) rises as an erosional remnant from a. broad 
shoal on the Shumagin-Kodiak Shelf and is composed of two bedrock 
islr.nds joined by a sand bar. The composite island is crudely equidi
mensional and has a total area of about 171;2 square miles. Steep hills 
with bedrock at or near the surface occupy an aggregate area of about 
31;2 square miles; the hills are surrounded by a lake-dotted surface of 
low relief that is underb,in by surficial deposits. The island· can be 
reached by light plane, small- or medium-sized boat, or helicopter 
from Sand Point (fig. 4), a town ·with a population of about 225 that 
is served by a scheduled airline from Anchorage. Early in the 20th 
century Simeono£ Isl::tnd was used as a blue-fox farm (Baker, HJ06, 
p. 57 G), and it has since been the site of a cn,ttle ranch. In 1962 several 
dozen beef cattle and a few horses were on the isl:md, but there ,\·ere no 
pm•manent inhabitants, though at the hca.cl of Simeonof Harbor there 
was a modest. mnchhouse, with outbuildings, that appeared habitabla 
(fig. 5). Simeono£ Harbor, which is on the west side of the island near 
its north end, is protected from winds, and the inner anchoNtge has 2 

. fathoms of water a;t low tide. Smallairpbnes having wheels can land 
on a beach near the lmrbor. Vegetation is' restricted to l1 few trees 
planted nmtr the rmwh buildings and to low Arctic-type plants. 

'1'] C • 1" 1\f ~~·. 1 "\lr•'l rt•,.. "'~'""). ,., .. ,., ,...., ..... ...,... - "'! 

... JG 'u(llll'H~'i 1, n,JimLH,l vr lKilu·~ .t\.0lllge compnses :r;llc benncillsl'anas, 
which nro near lat 5(i 0 N. a.nd long 157° vV. ·and lie about 50 miles from 
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FIGURE 5.-Man of Simeonof National Wildlife Refuge. 

the Alaska Peninsula between the Shumagin Islands and Kodin.k 
Island (fig.1). The Semicli Isla,nds·n,re a group of seven smn.ll islands, 
severu,l islets, and oil'shore reefs anclleclges with n, total area. of about 
151h square miles (fig. G). Like Simeono.f TshLnd, t;hey are erosio:na'l 
remnants on the Shumagin-Kodiak Shelf., The ·ishmcls, bounded by 
steep a.nd pr:.rcticdly· unscab.ble cliifs; rist1 to e:lem~ions of from 345 to 
more thtm 1,000 ieer; (U.S. Coa::;l, aml G~::u.:l.::.~ic Surv0y, 1!)\H, p. 181-
132). The islands are. thought to have been discovered by Bering in 17 41. 
Because scm is Russin,n for bhe numera-l seven (Baker, 1906, p. 5Gl), 
it seems prdbrublo bhat tho name refcrs·to H1o seven ishurds of the group. 
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Tho islands are nearly inaccessible, but tho U.S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey (UH34, p. 131) list.s three anchorages in the groUl). The south
central pmt of Aghiyuk Island is a grassy plateau from "'hich the 
highest point in the grotrp rises. The ridges on Chowict Island are 
covered with grass ~nd n..lders (U.S. Con,st and Goode:tic Survey, Hl64, 
p. 131). 

GEOLOGY 

A t.hick sequence of dnrk-gra.y grn..ywn,cke sn.ndstone, black' 
argillite aml sl:tt.c, 11ncl some conglomcrnte underlies a, large pn.rt 
of the extensive Slmmagin-Kodia.k Shelf, 'indnding much o:f the outer 
Shumagin Islands and the Kodia.k Island groul). These rocks ·arc part 
of t.hc gtcwt "slate und gntyw:wke 1bol't" of ·coa-sb1l southern Alaska. 
'l.'hoy were named i1lm Shwrmgin 1\:..rin,ltion by I~u;:}: (1!JG5, p. '33-71) 
lmt. 1mve'hccn nu•im1sly ca llecl t:hc 'Sunrise Series, the Valdez G1•oup, 
and tho Ynkutn't G1·oup where they eX'tend inro the Kcmui- Chugach-St. 
Elias l\{ount:l'ins of sont:h-cen'tml Alaska .. Thc,::;e t•ocks are ~ntrudcd by 
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many granitic plulon:;, 01m of whie:!J, ll1e SlnilliHg'ill baJholi!.l!, i;>; :d. 
least 30 miles in cli:amotcr and undcl'lics Si'llleonoJ' I:-;lawl (Burk, lDGli, 
p. 110; GPantz, 1963, p. BIOS). Another mJdcrlies .the Semi eli Ishmds 
(Burk, 1V65, pt. 3). Fossils eoHectccl from Burk's Shumagin Formation 
on Nagai Island in the Shumagin group include au lnocera1mr8, which 
defines tlHHtgeo:f:the rocks only as ,Jurassi·e or CreJt,a:ceo~lS (Burk, 1965, 
p. GG). On the <basis of lit1w1ogic evidence, however, Burk ( 1965, p. 68) 
s1Jeculat€s that his Shumagin Formation may 1bc ·of m:iclcUe to Late 
Crebaceous age. Potassium-argon ·ages indicate that the Shumagin 
brtbholith, whiiC'h intrudes t:he Slnuwagin li'lormnti'Dn 1 is Pa']eocene 
(Burk, 1965, ·p. llO). 

Plutonic rocks make up Simeonof and neighboring islands. Four 
samples are light-gray medium-grained biotite granodiorite; n. fifth 
sarnple, from southern Naga.i, is biotite adamellite, a, closely related 
rock (Grn.ntz, 196:3, p. Bl08). The Semidi Islands consist entirely of 

· biotite granodiorite with the possible exception of wh;lt may be argil
laceous material in a shear zone on Aghiyuk Island (Burk, 1965, p. 
llO). On Simeonof Island, bedrock beneath the lake-clotted surface 
of low relief, a wave-cut platform, is overlain by unconsolidated de
posits of variable thickness. In lt fe'\v p1a.ces, the thickness of these de
posits probably exceeds a few tens of feet. In two places that were 
Yisited deposits consist of beach and windblown sand, but fentmes ob
sen•ed on aerial photographs suggest that in other places they consist 
of glacially deposited material (D. M. Hopkins n.nd D. S. :McCulloch, 
oral commun., 1962). Other unconsolidttted deposits nrc small areas 
of alluvium and colluvium next to steep-sided hills, innctiYe n:gctn
tion~covered sand dunes, and bare beach sand and ttctive sand dunes. 
Examination of aerial photographs suggests that the small amount of 
unconsolidated material on the Semidi Islands consists mttinly of thin 
soil a.ud \vindblown mfllteria.l, a narrow steep beach at the head of n. 
bight on the east coast of Aghiyuk Island, and a little bare sand at the 
hen,d of small inlets. 

MINERAL RESOURCES 

No deposits of minerals subject to leasing under the minemlleasing 
laws lmYe been found :in or near the areas embra-:::ed by t.he Simeono:f 
nnd Semicli National "Wildlife Refuges except for some lignitic coal 
that underlies an area of 35 or 40 square miles on Unga Island (At
wood, 1911, p. 117-120), the largest of the Shumagin group (fig. '1). 
These cmtl-bmtring rocks are entirely nbscut fron;1 Simeonof nncl the 
Semidi Islands .. 'The granitic rocks that make up Simeonof and the 
Scmicli Islands and the rocks of Burk's Shumagin Formation wit'it::h 
they intrude are types with which the minerals subjee~t to the leasing 
hws are not associated. Lode deposits containing base and precwus 
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nwLa1sh:wc been found in J'i)(_;k:c; ·~mTelnt.ivn wii.h i.Le ;-ihunwgin l•'ornta
tion in other tmrts of Alaska aud i a vole:m ie roeb on l.Tnga an<l Po po f 
Islands (fig. 4) (Atwood, 1011, p. 12ii-127). Vokanic rocks, however, 
arc not exposed on Simconof or the Semi eli Isl:mds, so that similar lodes 
will not be found on them. A little gold has been recovered from beach 
plncer deposits nmlr Sand Point on Popof Ishmd (Atwood, 1911, p. 
125). Although it is not impossible that some of the sands on Simeonof 
Island might be auriferous, no gold phtcers have been reported, and 
the distance from source lodes would make their presence highly un
likely. Under certah{ economic conditions, such as accessibility ::mel 
proximity to markets, granitic rocks can be valuable for dimension 
stone, riprap, ron.d metal, a,nd similar uses, but the isolation of the 
islands would preclude the ·development of such mineral resources in 
the Simeonof and Semidi \Vilc11ife Refuges. · 

'rUXEDNI NATIONAl .. WILDLIFE REFUGE 

By ALEXANDER A. WANEK 

SUZ.i::t.tARY 

Chisilr Island, the site of the Tuxeclni National '\Yilcllife I;efuge, is 'llalle up 
of sedimentary rocks of Juru'Ssic age. Te~t wells drilled in the Tuxeclni Group· 
of rock~ at Oil na~·. Dry Bay, and Fitz Creel;: about 40 miles sonthwest of Cllisil;: 
Island have JWOduced numerous oil and gas sllows, but no commerical prodnction. 
l\o test wells have been drilled on Chisil;: Island, but the. absence of f:worable 
~trueture;; all(l the fact that po~sible reservoir l'Ocl;:s are neal! tlle surface are 
not favorable indications for potential petroleum. No mineral deposits are 
known on the refuge and there is no record of mineral production. 

INTRODUCTION 

Tho Tuxcdni. National 1Vilcllife Refuge includes a;ll of Chisik Is
land, which is located at-tho mouth of Tuxedni Ba.y on t.ho west side 
of Cook Inlet nbout.120 miles 5ont.hwcst. of A1ichoragcl Alaska (fig. 1). 
Chisik Island is roughly wedge shaped and has an area of approxi
mately !.J scpmrc miles. It is G1i:J miles long and about 21,4 miles wide 
ac1·oss the north part of the island but narrows to less than one-fourth 
mile at its southemmost poirit. Tuxedni Bn.y is very shallow except for 
Tuxcdni Channel which separates Ohisik IsJ.aud from the mainland 
app1·oximately % to 2 miles away. Most of Tuxedni Bay is dry at low 
tide, and oven at hrgh tide much of the bay is shallow. High winds and 
tricky tidal currents at .the head of Tuxedni Bn.y make landing in the 
area by seaplane or boats Cfl;ite hazardous, During the salmon season, 
a ca.Jme1·y, the Snurr Harbor Packinn· Co .. is in opern.t.ion in the sonth
crn part ~f Chisik Island, wl1ore a safe ha{·bor is ,,;ai1able. There a1·eno · 
roads on the island except within the cmmcry site. A large colony of' 
black-legged· kittiwa-ke and associated scnJowl nest on Ohisik Island. 
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PRE.'FACE 

Tne nine islatlds comprising the Semj.di Natlor.o.l Wildlife Refuge 

are planned for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

The extremely isolated, rugged islands are administered by the Aleutian 
. i 

Islands Refuge {with headquarters at Cold Bay, Alaska. No Bureau personnel 

or facilities Ju.e stationed at the refuge-. Tne ~e:midi Islands best be 

preserved in their pres~nt canp~etely undistur•bect· state. \Uth the exception 
! 

i 
of biological research, no reasonable amount of additional funds will increase 

benefits prod~ced by the reruge. 
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REFUGE OBJECTDIE STA'IE~tiEN'r 

Semidi NatioD.al \Vildlife Ref\lp:e 

Nearest town 
or post office: Chignik 

County:· Alaska i 

State: Alaska ./ 

I. BACKGROUND I 
i 
I 

A. Establishment authority 

Reg,ion: Alaska Area 

Ca1gressional District: 00 

Flyvay: Pacific 

Executive Order Noo 5858 sig1ed by President Herbert Hoover 
I 

on June 17, 1932, set aside the fol101.dng islands to be reserved 

from all forms of appropriation under the public land lm'l"s: 

Aghiyuk, Chm1iet, Kateekuk, Anowik, Kilil<:tagik, Sukllk, Aghi.k, 

Alik.semit, and South Islando 

B. Prim:u-y ·ourposes 

The area was set aside as a refuge and breeding ground for 

wild birtis and ·game and fur animals, pr:l.Ina.I•ily cormorants, ale ids, 

f:Mlls, kittiwakes, .Fulma.rs, guillemots, petrels, oyster·ca tchers, 

and other land and sea birds., Protection also is affonied sea 

otters and other marine rr~mals. Extrerre isolation and lack of 

good landfalls preclude. t-;eneral public use. 

Co Special corrmitments 

'Ihe execu.tive order is subject to existing valid rights. 

Wilderness status is planned for the islands. 

D. General aspects of the refuge 

The Sernidi Islancls, located about 60 miles south of the Alaska 

Peninsula near Chignik, are a group of nine islands, several islets, 

. 'l 
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and offshore reefs and WATE'A?.>'trith a total area of about P..;;b;:ooo 

acres •. 1rhe ttvo largest islands are Ag,.'"1iyuk a..~d Chmdet. Aghiyuk · 

has the gr'OUp 1s higr1est IJ'eak11 1,024 feete C'na;.,'iet 1s higpest 
. ' 

( 

elevation is 810 feet, with three lesser hills rising to ele·v.atians 

of over 450 feet. 
" .. ,., __ , .. ··; .. i . . . . .. 

~ Sernidi Islands are bounded by steep cliffs overlooking 

~rocky beaches. Aghiyuk and Cho.det have gt•ass-covered 
I . 

rldget and plateaus ~t a."ld their hig.~er elev.-'ltiOf'.s vre covered by 
I 
! 

heath: and scattered rocky outc~opsQ Alder is scattered over the 
i 

treeless islands at various elevations 01 and wildflowers adorn them 
:--' 

in sunmer. Song Sparro-ws, Winter Wrens, and Canrnon Eiders inhabit 

the beach rye boroering rough beaches; T..apJ.and J.ongsp1.1r5 and 

Savannah Spa.rrO'ITS nest on the grassy hills and plateaus., Yella.<~ 

and \..filson 's Warblers, Fox and Gold€m-ci~at-med Sparraw-s.~ and an 
· (/!;;/./'-~:.._: .... ~· . ..:.. ·~\. r,_.'._..(- :_L;-'_.r~· ~-"' !?' t · 

occasional Hermit TiWl.I.Sh are found i.t1 alder thic.lcets. Water Pipits 

and Sna.-~ Buntings probably nest at higher elevations ... .L:lrge mznbers 

of Ful.-·na.rs. Black-legged .Kittiwakesll Common Murres, Pelagic and 

ned-faced Cormorants, puffir.LS nest along the cliffs. Gabrielsor, in 

Birds of Alaska describes the combin...cd Fulmar colonies on Chowiet · 

and Aghiyuk as one of the foUl' largest in Alaska~ Bald E.'.agles 

are comnon in the Serr.idis b and nests '\'tere discovered· :!n I'·'iay 1972. 

Glaucous-winged Gulls and Black OJstercatchers frequent the small 

0 • 

Aghiyuk; harbor seals and sea lions are ocmnon throughout the island~• 
. .,~, . 

and some sea otters occur. 
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II. QUAIJTNr!VE OBJEC'riVES 

A. Wildlife interpretation 

_The I'emoteness, lack of travel means to the islands, 

characteristic foul weather, ar.rl unsuitable landing areas preclude 

· mterpretative programs. i'f;.oreover, no facilities or personnel are 
• I . 

conte~plated for these rugged islan:ls. 
I 

B. Envubn.11ental education 

!No obj.ecti ~es are set for the same reasoos as .. dldlife 
l 

mterpretation. 

Co \Vildlife consurrrpti ve recreation 

1
F..unting, fishing, and trapping are not perrnitted ( 50 Cfr'R Part 

32 and 22 and Executive Order 5858); neither are they refUge 

objectives. 

D. 'rlildlife non-consumptive recreation 

1. Wildlife observation 

A ur.ique experience of biro and marine marrmal observations 

. in a pristine· setting bec1::ons the few individuals able to reach 

the remote isla~s. 

2. Photography 

Unusual and exciting photograpn~c opportunities await those 

able to get there. 

3 .. · Off refUge 

It t•Iould· be tmwise to P'..!blicize on teleYi~icn, 1·adio, vi'" . ' 

in new3papers a virtually inaccessible refuge where disturbance _ 
... ·-~· 

of color.ial nesting sea birds would be deleteriOus. But the 

wildlife resources of these islands could be made known in 

11 Alaska Magazine' s 11 refUge series. 
'. 
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E., Non-wildlife oriented recreation 

The extreme isolation plus anticipated wilderness status of' 

the refUge preclude n~1ildlife orientt · recreation • 

. F. Professional services 
, I 

,,. 1~ 
I 
I 
I 

Refuge publications and studios 

·'lhe Semidi Islands with their huge sea bird rookeries 

have beer V~J poorly documenteda The only visit to the islar~ 
I 

I by refuge persormel \>Ias by a wilderness ::study team in r'laY 1972. 
i .. 

The extremely isolated islands provide a mo::lel study area of 

un:.listrubed habitats and populations. 
I 

2. Ecological moni tori.ng 

Tne extreme isolation of the area mruces such activities 

impractical. 

3. Banding 

Banding is impractical on these remote islands. 

G. . Nf1tural. environm.ents preserve<:!, 

The main objective is to maintain the refuge'a natural, undisturoed 

character as a designated vrilderness area .. 

H. vJi.ldlife 

1. . Peripheral species 

·' Protect16n~of::.the·.-;Bed-faced ·cormorant and other nesting 

pela,;-:;ic birds is tf pr:i..llZ:U:y c•ncern,. 

2. Status undetem.1ned species 0 

·,Ihe islands constitute the only hormit of the Semidi Winter 

\·lren, nak1ng protection of this subspecies an important 

consideration., 
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3. National uniql.l.e species 

Preservation of the islands' sea otters will be assured, 

. 4.; Special recogpi tion species 

I 
I 

I 
I 

5~ 

I 

. Semidi Islands Refuge tiill be naintained in its present 

natural condition to provide opt~um P~bitat for grebes, loons, 

:fW.ma.rs1 petrels, tema_. gulls, aloids• shorebirds, and all 
' . 

other birdlife found· there. 

Eagles . 

A fevt Bald Ba.gles . nest on the islands. 

6 ~ other raptors 

The refuge. will-protect Peregrine Falcons an.d other birds 

of prey .. 

1. Wildlife diversity 

Present .indigenous species .will be :per:;etuated. · 

8. Waterfm<~l maintenance 

Hinter:ing Emperor Geese and sea ducks frequent the islards. 

9.. Waterfowl production 

CQ~on Eiders nest on re!Uge beaches. 

('Ibis completes output capabilities for this refuge) 
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Current Outputs 

Publications & Studies 

SENIDI Nl\TIONAL ~'liLDLili'f~ REFUGE 

RBU COI,1PUTNriO."f 
1'!tC:t f =4JiJ!. i .. ·;-C11irx>SG 

Estiroated 
1~verage Number x 

Estirrated 
!~urnber Days 

RBU 
x Value 

Total 
FBU's . ~' 

• I • 

Unpubl1sh~d Refuge O~iented Studies by refUge personnel (wilderness_study 
m lOO,OOOjRBU) . . 

Wlldlife / 
. I 

Peripheral, species 

Red-faced Conrorant ¥

Status undetJrmined 

Winter ~iren 

Nati,onal u.11ique species 

Sea otter it.· 
- . 

( 
·. A Snecial recqmi tion 
..,sp-:::cles 

Cormorants ~ 

Grebes ~ 

Loons ~ 

Fulmars & Petrels * 
Gulls & Terns ;/.! 

Alcids >¥· 
Oyste::r'Catchers -¥ 

Plovers & Turnstones 

Snipe & Sandpipers 

Phalaropes *" 
Jaegers. 

Bald Fagle 

other raptors 

100 

1,000 

20 

200 365 

100 180 

50 365 

4oo,ooo 100 

450,000 100 
1$700,000 100 

20 365 

200 ·60 

hrl . 
.JV 60 

50 60 
.-. ' 

10 180 

20 365 

10 270 

365Jooo· 

10 3,650,000 

50 

Oo5 36,500 

0.5 9,000 

0.5 18.~50 

0.5 20,000~000 

0.5 22,500,000 
o.s 85,000,000 
0.5 3,700 

0.5 6,000 

0.:5 1;500 

0,5 1,500 
. ·¥ . .. 

0 .. 5 900 

5 . 36,500 

1 2,700 
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SEMIDI NATIO~IAL \·ITIDLIFE REJ.i.JGE 

RBU CD:'·'IP!:YfATia•l 

Estimated Estimated HBU Total 
Current C:Utnuts Averarr,e Number X .t\\tr:tber Days X Value = HBU's 

\!laterfm•Tl Maintenru1ce . 

~Geese 100 

¥Ducks 500 

160 

180 

1 

l 

18,000 

. 90.,000. 

*~~~ ~-~ ~L-- ~).Lf.Zz.-~ 
v ' J 

,.,e~...eQ._ ~-. r ~ /"~ ~ z :::c;;:- /o ,.4~ 

t>-f- ~~ ~(~~ ZStr;.,<-">C'<D ~) 

~~(._ -~~- ..A--~ ~~ <t7-~ ~'~ 
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}"'~~ ~~e.,.e.._e.-~ ~ 1~'73. ~ ... .;c
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Current CUtouts 

\'laterfowl Production 

Ducks - Group 3 
( Conmon Eider) 

SEJ'IIIDI NATION.AL \VIl.DLIFi:: REFUGE 

RBU CO!'IIPUTNI'IO.'.J 

Estimated Number 
of Young Fledged 

.100. 

RBU 
Value 

200 

Total 
RBU's 

20,000 

',. ·~ 

·.·. 



r SEY!IDI 1-II\.TIO;·JAL ~tliLDLIFF~ PE?JGE 

PSU CCl'1P~J'rATION 

OBJECTIVES 

\·Jildlife non-conswnotive 

recreation 

other rllblished articles 

"AlaGlCl i·'!at;iz~ne" (one article x 3,000 = 3,000 RBU) 

Professional services 

Refuse oriented studies published by refuge personnel · 

General avifau~~ (~~e study x 500,000 = 500,000 RBU) 

Hefuge oriented unpublished studies by refuge personnel 
~ 

General avifa.u.na (one study x 50,000 = 50,000 RBU) 

1-/ildlife 

Objectives RBU canputation = 9urrent outputs. 
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BIPJlS OF THE Sf:-'RDI LSLANDS NATIOl'!AL HIIDLIFE REFUGE 

Camnon Loan 
Yello\4-billed Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Ful.rnar 
Slender-billed Shear,mter 
Fork-tailed Petrel 
Ieacht!s:.;c, Petrel 
Pelagic Corrrorant 
Red-faced Corrrorant 
Black Brant 
Emperor Goose 
Pintail 
Shoveler 
Oldsqua~·t 
Harlequin Duck 
Steller's Eider 
Com:non Eider 
White-winged Sooter 
Surf Scoter 
Canmon Scoter 
Bald Eagle 
Peregrine Ii'alca."l 
BlaQ~ Oystercatcher 
Ruddy '1\L."'nstone 
Rock Sandpiper 

SteJ~er sea lion 
Harbor seal 
Sea otter 
Arctic gt'OU!".td squirrel 

. 1-!o~them PhaJ.a:r>ope 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Glaucous-win&red Gull 
Black-legged Kittiwak~ . 
Arctic Tern 
Ca11non Murre 
Thick-billed 1'-b.LYTe 
Pigeon Guillemot 
cassin's Auklet 

·Parakeet Auklet 
Crested Auklet 
Horned Puffin 
Tufted Puffin 
Corrmon Raven 
\-linter \.Jren 
Hen'li t Thrush 
Water Pipit 
Yellm·T l'la.rbler 
Wilson's ~~arbler 
Gray-cro~~ed Rosy Finch 
Savannah Sparro\·.f 
Golden-crowned Spc'l.ITOw 
Fox Sparrov.r 
Song SparrcM' 
Lapland Longspm" 
SnO',v Bunting 
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: ' Page 1 ,.--.,.. 

QUANTIFIED4IfF~ OBJECTIVES • r> Region ( Uf. 
' 

' 
Refuge Semidi Nt.JR. . FY. 73 Station No. - 3510-03 -· 

-
~UNIT CURRENT OBJECTIVE LEVEL OBJECTIVE OBJ. in other FORMS 

uutput 'of in OTU CAP 
Code Output EXPR Outputs RBU•s (thou.) Output RBU 1s (thou.) or PEAK No. Units 

Oth.er·published 
. 17 It articl~s ea 0 0 _ .. 1 3. I 

R/0 publication:• 
I 501 __cu.u.lu~e staff) " 0 0 1 SO_Q_ - -R/0 unpublished . ! 

503 (ref.1me staff) II 1 lOO 1 100. -EnviJ:onments 
~ : 

600 nres_s~rved l~.li.. 256 000 ·li 1 20 'J56 .000 5 120 --
' 620 \.Jild_yrness areas. 1cres 0 0 1 1~!..J..ri59 

701 Perigheral birds J!LlL 36 .500 365 36 500 .365 
Status undetermined 

. 701 birds II 365 000 3 650 i165 000 3 650 '1. - -. 
710 Sea otter .II 7 300 365 ·- 7.300 365 . 
720 Loons II 18.250 9 18.250 9 -
720 Grebes II 18.000 9 18.000 9 . 

' ' \ 720 Fulmars. petrels I! '+0 .ooo 000 20 000 ', o, ooo ,Qoo 20.000 
~ 

720 
. 

Corm.9rants " 73 000 37 73_,000 37 - . 
I 

720 Oystercatchers " 7,300 4 7,300 4 .. . 
' I . . 

720 Plove:rs 2 turns tones " 12,000 6 12,000 6 ' 

7':!0 Sandpipers II 3,000 2 3,000 2 -
72g Phalaropes II 3 000 2 3,000 2 

INTI 7080-'l' 
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· Regio'll 6. 

Refuge Sel!lj.;.:;;d=i_.N'""'·i ..... JR..___. __ _ 

r"\ 
QUANTIFIE •. "_,SE OBJECTIVES 

FY· 73 

Page 2 

Sta t.i on No. ....L3 ... 5J~..,~.oJ;;;.-:.un_.,3 _____ _ 
• 

UNIT CURRENT OBJECTIVE LEVEL OBJECTIVE I OBJ~ in other FOR~1S 
UUtpUt of in OTU CAP~, .. :vH.;~-

Code Output . EXPR Outputs RBU's (thou.) · Output RBUis {thou.) or PEAK No. Units 

720 Jaesrers _U/D 1,800 1 ~JlOO l 

720 Gulls & terns " c~s.ooo.ooo 22.500 '1S 000 .c 00 22.500 -
720 Alc~ds It 17o.ooo.ooD 85.000 170.000 000 85,000 - .. 
720 Ea~~es fl 7,300 37 7,300 37 

i 

720 Other raptors II 2. 700 3 2,700 3 ·- --. 
'· 

I.Ji1dlife divers:;~ ~.J:...__ 730 ·peci ~ 115 23,000 115 23,000 -. 

741 Geese II 

- H~~ooo 18 18,000 18 

742 Ducks II 90,000 90 90,000 90 -- .. 
Production: ., 

803 Ducks -- Group 3 ~J?LQ.Ci 100 20 100 20 .. 

- -- - -. . . 
--
--~ 

.. . . . 
. 

- -- ' 

' . 
'· 

TOTALS 160,338 17S,39l INTI 76li~J-: 



TO OP£.'11 :I"OR C'l.rrlNING
/'f'EMOI-7!! S"C Jn.':h' l"'i'J\' P 

77N CT"TN W!?-EIY 
-HOV?£9 9h'O~P 
lf"£ Pl.t'IC£P ·;,y 7'1 
S'HrlPY LOCriTIOIY 

;2 '/lC/f'EJV~ S"'ECURE 
THC -R.OOR OF !HIS' 

)1/fi'£/V -ltOV$'£. OY.tY 
BOX'£!>' //VTEIY.OCP rOR 
w'REN9 t:/ )'MRTII'/9 Sf/()l/J..l? 

~/.0£ ;110Y£riBL£ -Hr?J.r Or 
r?O<J;r OV/ -FR0/11 0/S'V£~ 
Mt:'Tr'fl. Rlt?Ci£?-. 

ro PREY£/'lr 
O.Yei'?Tit:r~rtt.Jo- B£ Hf/Nif fflOkl J../MG'; OTI1'£Rf' 70 1i'.£ -fY!!ST-ENEP 

9£CV~Y TO ..-'1 "R:X'T OR 7REt Tl?VNX. 

SPECIES 

.BLI./£8/lf'/) 

C#ICKAPEE 

T/T/!101./~E 

.. ATCHES_ 

:£WREI'/ 

• -r7 PO- -rl- ;;'TORY n 

/117"1RT!N +IOV5'£ 

71'115' RUS'TIC #01./5'£ />1 
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S"ECTIOIY Or'" LOG; 71-!EIV 
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;/o/"' .PV..f'Ae />tAA'TiiY 

h" l..f'ce SwALLOW 

l'lOO,f' Or J)ff7THOF E/IT!i'A!ICE 
t'AV'ITY ('AV'ITY 43tJV'E 1'10171? 

7:X7' 16:../lr /?l'::./6'" 

6x6" . /~::.;..:r··j 9':./£" 
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WOOP PVC'K N£)'T/NG Z?OX£~ 
-
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I 

-

tTOYC5' S'HCit.li.P 9£ r'!TIAC'+IEP 
TO Tlf'cz!T ;?0~.30' r'lG'CJJ/E It-It 
OROV./W, /f'ES'TI..VG- ON.,#/ 
.LIMB; IF PCJ<;"f>fl?L£. 

'i-vEY47H£1?-J//1N£ " 

F2-' .PIFIIJ£P tV/1//.. HOI..£ 
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SEMIDI f".JATIONAL- WILI.JLIFE REFUGE 

Wilderness Proposal: Cancellation of 
f'ublic Bearing 

Notice of tha public hearing for the 
· Semidi National Wlldlife R~fuge wilder· 
ness prcpo3al puolished on pu;;e 26743 of 
the D~cember 15, 1972. issue of the FED

ERAL REGlST!::R as Document 72-21::0[17 is 
hereby cancelled. 

SPENCER H. SMITH, 
Director, Bureau of 

SPort Fisheries and Wildlife. 

JANUARY 5, 1973. 
IFR Doc.73-50o Filed 1-0-73;8:45 am] 

SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Notice of Public Hearing Regarding 
Wilderness Proposal · 

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with pro\isions of the 'Wilderness Act 
of September 3. 1964 (Public Law 85-577; 
78 Stat. 890-896; 16 U.S.C. 1131-1136), 
that a public hearing '\\ill be held begin
ning at 'I p.m. on February 20. 1973, at 
Loussac Library, Anchorage, Third Ju
dicial District. Alaska. on a proposalleud~ 
ing to a recommendation to be made to 
the President of the United States by the 
Secretary of the Interior regarding the 
desirability of including all or part of 
the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 
v.ithin the National Wilderness Preser
vation System. The wilderness proposal 
consists of approximately 256,000 acres 
of lands and waters located in the Gulf 
of Alaska.. · 

A :;tudy summary containing a map 
aud information ubout the Semidi Wil
derness proposal may be cbtnincd from 
the Refuge Mr.nager, Aleutian Islands 
National Wildlife Refuge, co:d Bay, 
Alaska 99571; or from tl1e Area Direc~ 
tor, Bureau of Sport Pishctics :md Wild
life, 813 D Street, Anchorage, AK 99501. 

·Individuals or organizations may ex
press their oral or written views by ap
pearing at this hearing, m; they may 
submit \VTitten comments for inclusion 
in the official record of the hearing to the 
~.,rea director at t.~e above address by 
M&rcb. A~, 1573. 

SPENCER H. SMITH, 
Director, Bureau ot Sport 

Fisheries and Wildlife. 

JANUARY 5, 1973. 

[FR Doc.73-4ihl Piled 1-9-73;8:~5 amJ 

FEDERAL I!EGISTER, VOL 38, NO. 6--WEON!:SOAY, JANUARY JO, 1973. 





The Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife in the 
Department of the Interior has 
scheduled a public hearing to 
consider a proposal to include 
the Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge, Alaska, in the 
National Wilderness Preser
vation System. The hearing 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Loussac Library in 
Anchorage, on Feb·. 20. All 
citizens wishing to express 
their views on this proposal . 
are cordially invited to attend. 

The approximatelv 256,000 
. acre Semidi National Wildlife 

Refuge is composed of nine 
islands containing 8,422 acres 
and surrounding submerged 
lands. The shorelines ·or the 
remote Semi dis are extremely 
precipitous with sheer ror.k 
cliffs rising 100 to 200 feet 
above sea level in many 
places . .There are only a iew 
suitable. bays for anchor:;1g 
small boats. The islands a'.·e 
treeless with grasses a1id 
prostrate shrubs such a~ 
cro:.vberry predominate. 1 

The most striking feature of 
the islands is the extensive 

·bird populations which utilize 
the rocky shorelines for. 
nesting purposes. Murres, kit
tiwakes, fulmars, and pufjins , 
are the predominant species. 
One of the largest Pacific· 
fulmar colonies in Alaska 
occurs on the Semidis. Bald 
eagles and peregrin falcons 
nest on the steeo ledees and li 
varfety of lesser song birds 
and shore birds utilize the 
1slands. • ·<; 

Ground squirrels are the 
only known land mammals 
present, but the surrounding 
waters are inhabited by many 
marine .mammals including 
sea lions, hair seals, sea otter 
and several species of whales. 
Commercial fishing for 
halibut and king crab occurs 
within the refuge boundaries, 
and· the area is presently a 
loading zone for Russian 

fishermen by international 
agreement. The islands are 
rarely visited by man and are 
currently in a natura! state. 

An informational l.Jrochure 
describing the proposal is 
available upon request from 
the Area Director, Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 
318 D Street, Anchorage, 
99501, or the Refuge Manager, 
Aleutian Islands National 
Wildlife · Cold Bay, 

. ~ 
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BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE·. · 
813 D Street 

, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

REFER: Gordon Watson . 
Area Director 
265-4864 

· Will Troyer 

: -'·' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
· Wilderness Coordinator 

265-4312 

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED ON WILDERNESS 'PROPOSAL ·.: 
Anclior_age, Alaska 

The Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife in the Department. of the 

Interior has scheduled a public hearing to consider a proposal to 

e include the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska:, i;ri::?fhe 

. · National Wilderness Preservation System. The hearing will begin at 

7:00 p.m. in the Lolissac ·Library in Anchorage, Alaska, on February 

20., 1973. All citizens wishing to express their views an this 

proposal are cordially invited to attend. 

The approximately 256,0.00 acre Semidi Natiana1 Wildlife Refuge is composed 

of nine is lands can taining 8 '422 acres and surrotmding submerged lands. 

The shoreliil.~S of the remote Semi dis. are ex:tremely precipitous with· 

sheer roCk cliffs rising 100 to 200 feet above sea level in many places. 

There are only a few sui table bays for anchoraing small boats. The 
.. 

islands :are treeless with grasses and prostrate shrubs such '·;a.s' crowberry 

predominate. 

The most striking feature of the islands is the extensive bird populations 
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which utilize the rocky shorelines for nesting purposes .. Murres, 

kittiwakes, fulmars, and puffins are the predominant species.· One of the 
'<. < \ , , I. '.: t; :·, ', t • . . 

largest Pacific fulmar·rcolonies in Alaska occurs on the Semi dis. Bald 

eagles and peregrin falcons nest on.the steep ledges and a variety of 

lesser song birds and shore birds utiiize the islands. 

Ground squirrels are the only laioWn. land mammals present, but the 

surrounding waters are inhabited by many marine mammals·. including sea lions, 

hair seals, sea otter an~ several species of whales. Corrnnercial fishing for 

halibut and king crab occurs wi thiri: 'the refuge boundaries, and the area 

. is. presently a loading zone for Russian fishermen by international agreement; 

The islands· are rarely visited by man and are currently in a natural state. 

~ An informational brochure describing the proposal is available upon 

request,from the Area Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 

. I 

I 

·e 

318 D Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, or the Refuge Manager, Aleutian 
' t . . . . 

Islands 1 Natio~al Wildlife. Refuge, Cold Bay, AlaSka 99571. 

Citizens are invited 'to express . their views on this proposal pertaining 
. ' . ~ 

to their public lahds. Oral or written stateme11ts may either be presented 

at the public hearing or submitted in writing to the Area Director; Bureau 

of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 813 · D Street, Anchorage, Alaska 9950,1, by 

. March 23 , 1973, when the hearing record will be closed. 

1 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF TI--lE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FiSHERIES AND WI.I,.DL!FE 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

A PUBLIC NOT! CE 

This to bring to your attention a public hearing which will be 
held the Loussac Library at Anchorage, Alaska, on February 20, 
1973. 'Ihe hearing concerns a wilden1ess proposal within the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. Copies of the public notice and 
wilden1ess brochure are enclosed. 

Your views may be presented before, during, or after the public 
hearing. Your statement, if submitted after the hearing, must 
be submitted to this office at w1.e above address by March 23, 
1973, in order to become a part of the official hearing record. 

If 1ve may provide any assistance, please do not hesitate to call. 

.Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

(y/ 1~--l /._ . I / ·. ,~ ( i , 
JI·--L'-. "-'I .'j 

-" ~...< ... ~. • "" v..,; '"'Y 

' 

Gordon W. Watson 
·Alaska Area Director 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER lOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WIJ~DLIFE 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

SEMIDI NATIO;.JAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAIUNG HEGARDING WILDERt\ffiSS PROPOSAL 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with·provisions of the Wilderness 
Act of September 3, 1964 (P, L. 88-577; 78 Stat. 890-896; 16 U.S.C. 1131-
1136), that a Public Hearing will be held beginning at 7:00pm on February 
20, 1973, at LolLssac Library, Anchorage, Third Judicial District, Alaska, 
on a proposal leading to a recommendation to be made to the President of 
the United States by the Secretary of the Interior, regarding the 
desirability of including all or part of the Semidi National 1Vildlife Refuge 
within the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge contains approximately 256,000 acres 
of land and waters located in the Gulf of Alaska. 

A brochure containing a map and information about the Semidi Wilderness 
Proposal may be obtained free of charge from the Refuge Manager, Aleutian 
Islands National Wildlife Refuge, Cold Bay, Alaska 99571; or from the 
Alaska Area Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 1Vildlife, 813 D 
Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

.Individual citizens and representatives of organizations or govemm~nt 
agencies may express their views orally or in writing by attending the 
public hearing. For those unable to attend the hearing, written testimony 
may be submitted to the Area Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife, 813 D Street, .And1orage, Alaska 99501, by March 23, 1973. 

_/ :i . I f ' j I ·rt--:-
··-··~-·-~·---....~- ·I ,.#>.I i; -.~- .. 

/1·-- -- -- - '; ."' '·_, '" "1_ (...:---c-.___,__ -- . 
( ; 
\Gordon W. 1Vatson 
1.Alaska Area Director 
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This report was prepared pursuant to the Wilderness Act~ 
Public Law 88-5?7. Publication of the findings and 
recorrunendations herein should not be construed as representing 
either the approvaZ or disapproval of the Secretary of the 
Interior. The purpose of this report is to provide infoY'171ation 
and alternatives for further consideration by the Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife~ Secretary of the Interior~ and 
other Federal agencies. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has basic responsibilities 
for water, fish, wildlife, mineral, land, park, and rec
reational resources. Indian and Territorial affairs are 
other major concerns of America's "Department of 
Natural Resources." 
The Department works to assure the wisest choice 
in managing all our resources so each will make its 
full contribution to a better United States-now and 
in the future. 

IJiTERIOR--PORTI..MtO, O~EGOI't 

r' 
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SUMMARY - SEMIDI WILDERNESS STUDY 

PREFACE 

This brochure summarizes the wilderness study conducted on t~e 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, by the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife as directed by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Its aim is to assist the reader in forming an opinion of the 
desirability of including the refuge into the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (Public Law 88-577), 
requires that the Secretary of the Interiorreview every roadless 
area of 5,000 contiguous acres or more and every roadless island 
regardless of size within the National Wildlife Refuge System 
within ten years after the effective date of the Act, and report 
to the President of the United States.his recommendations as to 
the suitability or nonsuitability of each such area or island 
for preservation as wilderness. A recommendation of the President 
for designation as wilderness does not become effective unless 
provided for by an Act of Congress. 

In defining wilderness, the Act al'so included areas of fewer than 
5,000 acres that are of sufficient size to make preservation and 
use in an unimpaired condition practicable. 

Sections 4(a) and (b) of the Wilderness Act provide that: (1) the 
Act is to be within and supplemental to the purposes for which 
national wildlife refuges are established; and (2) wilderness 
areas shall be administered so as to preserve their wilderness 
character and shall be devoted to the public purposes of 
recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation and 
historical use insofar as primary refuge objectives permit. 
Wilderness designation does not remove or alter an area's status 
as a national wildlife refuge. 



ERRATA SHEET 
Paragraph 2 of Socio-Economic Considerations section should read as follows: 

The international agreement concerning the U. S. contiguous fishery zone 
off Alaska W9$ renegotiated with Japan in December 1972, and Semidi Refuge 
is no longer within the loading and unloadiri.g zone .. A similar agreement 
with Russian is currently pending. 

-C 
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lnTRO DUCTIOn 

\ The Sernidi National Wildlife Refug~ was established by Executive 
Order 5858 in 1932 primarily to protect the habitat of several 
million seabirds. It lies in the Gulf of Alaska, approximately 
35 miles from the Alaska Peninsula and llO miles southwest of 
Kodiak Island. 

The remote treeless islands surrounded by stormy seas of the North 
Pacific Ocean are rarely visited by man. They are a haven for . 
vast colonies of pelagic birds that nest on the rocky cliffs and 
feed in the surrounding waters. 

The 256,000-acre refuge consists of submerged lands, and nine srnarl 
islands and associated offshore rocks containing 8,422 acres. 

H-I/TORY 

The Sernidi Islands were discovered in August 1741 by a Norwegian 
explorer, Vitus Bering, sailing under the Russian flag, who named 
them Tumannoi (Foggy) Islands. The present word, Sernidi, is 
believed to stern from the Russian word "sern" meaning seven, probably 
referring to the seven larger islands. Captain James Cook reported 
sighting tae islands on June 16, 1778. 

Little history has been recorded on the islands since discov~ry. 
Apparently they were not occupied by Natives. However, the remains 
of a small cabin on Aghiyuk Island and a lone spruce tree planted 
on Chowiet Island give evidence of some human occupancy in recent 
times. 

0 
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PHY/ICAL DE/CRIPTIOn 

Aghiyuk, Aghik, Anowik, Kiliktagik, Chowiet, 
Aliksemit, Suklik, Kateekuk and South Islands, 
and a few smaller rocks and islands are the 
composit~ of the Semidi Islands group. Aghiyuk, 
the largest, has an elevation of 1,024 feet 
and is approximately six miles long and two 
miles wide. 

Island shorelines are extremely precipitous 
with sheer rock cliffs ·rising 100 to 200 
feet above the seas. There are few suitable 
anchorages or boat landings and only on 
Aghiyuk is there a gradually sloping gravel 
beach. Water depth increases rapidly offshore 
from 10 fathoms near island shores to SO 
fathoms or more further out to sea with no 
shallow reefs. The submerged lands lie within 
the 12-mile limit of the continental shelf. 

The islands are treeless, covered with a 
typical subarctic low mat vegetation consist
ing primarily of grasses, mosses, and a 
scattering of broad-leaved plants with willow 
and crowberry the principal shrubs. An array 
of wild flowers is conspicuous during summer 
months and some kelp beds occur in offshore 
waters. 

The maritime climate is characterizeq by 
frequent cloudiness, fog, and gale-force 
winds. Precipitation occurs regularly and 
exceeds SO inc~es annually. The mean annual 
temperature is about 40°F with summers short 
and cool, and winters long, cold and stormy. 

BIRD CLIFFS ON AGHIYUK ISLAND 

0 



RE/OURCE/ 

The extensive pelagic bird colonies are the outstanding wildlife 
feature of the islands. There appears no end to the number of 
seabirds as they crowd the rock ledges, while thousands of others 
wheel about overhead. At times offshore waters are literally alive 
with feeding birds. Common and.thick-billed murres, black-legged 
kittiwakes, Pacific fulmars and horned puffins are the major species 
present and they number in the millions. One of the largest Pacific 
fulmar colonies in Alaska is found on the Semidis. All the islands 
are used by nesting birds and the surrounding waters, rich in 
marine life, provide food resources necessary to sustain such a 
massive concentration of wildlife. 

A total of 43 species of birds has been identified on the islands. 
Among these, the American bald eagle is considered a common resident 
and at least 2 pairs of the endangered peregrine falcon also occur. 
The song sparrow, winter wren, parasitic jaeger, red-faced cormorant, 
glaucous-winged gull and the colorful harlequin duck are other 
common species. 

The only knmvn land mammal is the arctic ground squirrel, but a 
variety of marine mammals inhabits surrounding ocean waters. 
Various species of Mlales are commonly seen, and harbor seals and 
sea lions maintain rookeries on several islands. Sea otters are 
present but are not abundant. 

King crab and halibut are harvested annually from the seas by 
commercial fishermen. Their catch is worth several million dollars. 

The refuge is outside the major petroleum provinces of Alaska and 
has no known mineral deposits. 

l) 
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PUBLIC U/E 

The refuge's sheer remoteness discourages public use and there 
are few well-protected bays suitable for anchorage. The,surrounding 
waters are seldom calm enough for seaplane landings. 

The only anticipated recreational uses are wildlife-oriented, since 
bird watchers and photographers may be attracted to the islands 
to view and photograph the large bird colonies. · 

Commercial fishing for halibut and, to a lesser degree, king crab, 
are established uses within the refuge and would continue under 
wilderness designation. 

mAnAGemenT & 
DEVELOPmenT 

No development or physical manipulation of the habitat has occurred, 
nor is any planned. The refuge's value to birds and other forms of 
fish and wildlife can best be preserved by maintaining a natural 
environment. 

The massive concentration of birds and associated marine resources 
in a relatively isolated setting provides unusual opportunities 
for scientific studies. Such studies, undertaken in the future, 
may provide many answers to the complex ecology within a coastal 
ecosystem. 

A small administrative cabin may be necessary sometime in the 
future for patrol and scientific studies. Restrictions may be 
required to avoid human disturbance to birds and mammals during 
breeding season. 

THE RUGGED COASTLINE (seal ion rookery on distant flat rock} 
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Jocto-economtc 
COn/IDE RAT I On/ 
Halibut fishmg_ ls· of maJor economic. importance in slirro:unding 
waters and limited crab fishing occurs. Some 30 to 40 vess~ls harvest 
from two tQ foyr million pounds of halibut in refuge and adjacent -
waters. Such existing enterprises would not be affected by wilderness 
status. 

The refuge is currently within a loading and unloading zone for 
Russia~ and Japariese fishing fleets under an international agreement. 
Renegotiation of this treaty may be in order if these activities 
become detrimental to the wildlife resources of the refuge. 

Adequate harbors and freshwater resources are not available in the 
islands. It is doubtful, therefore, that any industry such as a 
commercial fish cannery operation would desire to locate in such an 
area. 

There is no evidence of-recent Native use of the islands and they 
are not under consideration as lands for Alaska Natives under the 
Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act of 1971. 

I 
I 

Perpetuating the great bird resources such as are present in the Q 
islands adds to the social wellbeing of all citizens of the United 
States, who may observe some of these birds during migration periods 
or view photographs of such unique bird colonies, even though the 
majority of people will never set foot on the Semidis. 

concLU/IOn 
All of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is still in a natural 
state and qualifies for inclusion into the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. No adverse economic or environmental impacts 
can be foreseen from the proposed action. Commercial fishing using 
motor-powered boats is an established use and does not conflict with 
management objectives. It is proposed, therefore, that this activity 
be permitted to continue subject only to existing federal and state 
laws. 

Designating the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness 
wjll provide legislative protection to the refuge and will assure 
that the insular ecosystem will remain in a natural state for the 
use and enjoyment of this and future generations of Americans. 

() 



Persons interested in the proposa I are encouraged 
to visit the Semidi Island. Additional information 
may be obtained from the Refuge Manager, Aleutian 
Islands National Wildlife Refuge, Cold Bay, Alaska 
99571 or from the Area Director, Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife, 813 D Street, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99501. 

PHOTO CREDITS: Page 2, Karl Kenyon; page 5, Richard J. 
Hensel; pages 7, 9 and II, Willard A. Troyer. 
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Jim Allan 
834 W. 3rd Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 ._ . 

Mr. Robert T. Anderson 
Union Oil Co. of Calif. 
909 W. 9th Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Mr. Glenn L Audsley 
U. S. Weather Bureau 
632 Sixth Avenue 
And1orage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Ray M. Barnds 
Union Oil of Calif. 
909 W. Ninth Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Larry Beede 
Box 3-711 

' Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. William Bishop 
1016 Beech Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Burton C. Biss 
42S G Street Suite 770 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Patrick J. Bliss 
129 E. 11th St. 
Anrhnr·:HrP. _ Al::!"-k~ 99S0l 

- . U I 

Gerald R. Brookman 
1220 F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr~Alice E. Brmvn 
S32 E. 9th 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Mr. B. R. Brown 
Atlantic Riw~field Co. 
P. 0. Box 360 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Edward Burton 
82S W. 8th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Glen D. Chambers 
2020 E. 3rd Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Sharon Cissna 
Box 1086 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Roger P. Clancy 
836 M Street, Apt. 310 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. & Mrs . Roy Conners 
842 Elm Street 
Anch.orage, Alaska 99S01 

Robert Crow 
1200 W. 6th Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Art Davidson, Alaska Rep. 
Friends of the Earth 
Box 1977 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Geert C. Doorlag 
P. 0. Box 1097 
AfLwllHd.g~ , Alec:;ka 99501 

Mr. Russ Dunn 
Trout Unlimited 
Suite 201, 429 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Theodore R. Dunn 

429 D Street, Suite 201 
Anchorage , AK 99S01 

Virginia Eide 
1318 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. & .i·lrs. S. J. Erickson 
833 13th Avenue W. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Sewell Faulkner 
c/o Jack White Co. 
909 w. 9th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Fischer 
Box 9S4 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. James Grandj ean 
Alaska Legal Services Corp. 
308 G Street, Suite 313 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Eugene F. Griffin 
Union Oil of Calif. 
909 W. Ninth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Clifford J. Groh, II 
1S76 Coffey Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

James Harle 
Box 7002 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Rev. Donald Hart 
1541 I Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Fred Hoefler 
109 W. Harvard Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Thomas H. Hutto, Jr. 
42S G Street, Suite 800 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 



Joseph Britch 
1320 E Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. :tsill Jonnson 
704 Second Avenue, 
~orage, Alaska 

Llewellyn Johnson 

Suite B 
99501 

1338 West 15th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Walter M. Johnson 
1521 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Jun J. Kawakami 
1222 W. lOth Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Millett F. Keller 
SCS Data Processing 
311L C Street 
~orage, Alaska 99501 

Andy Klein 
539 H Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Edward Kramer 
Box 738 
Anchorage , Alaska 99 501 

Mr. Edwin J. Kreitlow 
803 E. 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Harry C. Lee 
Union Oil Company of Calif. 
909 W. Ninth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

e 
Mr. William F. Madison 
Box 2380 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

\.\ 

Nan Marshall 
1200 L Street, Apt. 108 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Warren Matthews Jr. 
429 D St., Suite 201 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Tom Meacham 
1410 H Street 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

Wm J. Mills, M.D. 
742 K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Bob Price 
P. 0. Box 4-1970 
Eastman Oil Well 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 501 

Mr. Forrest Nelson 
515 D Street, Room 200 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. & Mrs. Collin A. Niver 
1431 Denali St., Apt. 4 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Daniel E. Ranshaw 
519 W. 8th, Room 209 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Robert Renkert 
1225 S Street 
Anchoragt!, Alaska 99 50 l 

Elaine M. & Richard N. Rife 
842 Dogwood Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Ruth Schmidt 

1040 C Street 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

J. R. Sager 
Shell Oil CompaTly 
430 Seventh Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dave Saunders 
c/o Chugach Electric 
P. 0. Box 3158 
P.Jlc.lJ.orage, .A~aska 99 501 

Richard Schwendinger 
221 E. 7th Ave., Apt. 114 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. John R. Scott, Attorney 
ARCO 
P. 0. Box 360 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Alfred Service 
Room G81, Federal Bldg. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Bob Shanks 
628 E. Fifth Avenue, Suite 202 
Dresser Atlas 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Steve Smith 
2600 Draper Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

William Stone 
1509 E. Bluff Drive, Apt. 242 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 501 

Mr. Ben Talley 
909 W. 9th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Betty Thielson 
727 N Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Charles C. Thomas 
835 Medfra 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 



Ernest M. Thompson 
327 E. 15th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dr. Robert D. Whaley 
1546 Coffey Lane 

I, A.orage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Alaska Center for the Environ
ment 

913 West Sixth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Alaska Federation of Natives 
. ·--1675 C Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Alaska Geological Society 
Box 1388 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Alaska Oil & Gas Association 
425 G Street, Suite 550 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

e 
Alcor, Inc. 
3701 Linn Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Mr. Dale F. Dorn, Manager 
Alaskan Operati ons 

Forest Oil Corporation 
425 G Street, Suite 990 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Greater Anchorage Chamber of 
Connnerce 

612 F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

President 
Nordic Ski Club of Anchorage 
P. 0. Box 3-301 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 e 
Mmmtaineering Club of Alaska 
Box 2037 ~ 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Top o' the World Four ~heelers 
Box 3134 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Trout Unlirni ted 
George Dickson 
360 K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Exploration Services Co., Inc. 
Alaska Office 
P. 0. Box 1611 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mobil Oil Corporation 
Att: Art Field 
Geophysical Supervisor 
Pouch 7-003 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

She 11 Oi 1 Company 
430 Seventh Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Z. J. Loussac Public Library 
427 F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Anchorage Daily Times 
820 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

M. B. Wallace 
c/o Anchcrage Times 
Box 40 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Anchorage Daily News 
1"Z"Z n,..._,r+ n- .... ...1 ..&..._,.._, .1. V .J to.. .1.'-VCL\.J. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

KBYR 
Box 1960 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

KENI TV 
Box 1160 
Anchorage , Al aska 99501 

KFQD 
Box 1160 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

KHAR TV 
Pouch 7-016 
Anchorage, Ala<>ka 99501 

KNIK FM 
Box 2200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

KTVA TV 
Box 2200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

KWKO FM Radio 
Box 1808 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Mr. Roy Peratrovich, Super. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
P. 0. Box 120 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Robert Price 
Regional Solicitor 
U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
Box 166 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Curtis McVee, State Direct 
Bureau of Land Management 
U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
555 Cordova Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. Walter L. Kubley 
Program Representative 
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Room 325, 308 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 501 

Mr. Barney Coster 
Chugach Forestry Super. 
555 Cordova Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

U. S. Geological Survey 
218 E. Street 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

. -



Dr. 0. E. Dickason,Director 
Water Quality Office 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Room 8, 60S 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Federal Aviation Administration 
6~W. 6th Avenue 
ft..) rage, iUaska qg 501 

Mr. Richard Shepherd 
Field Rep., Alaska Region 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior 
Mackay Building 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

KHAR 
Pouch No. 7-016 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Jack G. Webb 
: Director, Alaskan Region 

Federal Aviation Administration 
632 Sixth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Wayne Morgan, Dist. Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
2~Federal Building 
6 .. th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Ernest Borgman 
General Superintendent 
National Park Service 
P. 0. Box 22S2 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mr. Russel Brown 
Special Assistant 
Office of Rep. Nicholas Begich 
209 Federal Building 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mrs. Adelaide Blomfield 
Special Assistrutt 

• Office of Senator Mike Gravel 
P. 0. Box 2283 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Mrs. Barbara Andrews 
Office of Sen. Ted Stevens 
P. 0. Box 1960 
.An~rage, Alaska 99S01 

Parks & Rec~eation Section 
Alaska State Di v. of Lands 
323 E. 4th Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

''· 

Mr. T. G. Smith, Director 
Division of Parks 
Department of Natural Resources 
323 E. 4th Ave. 
Anchorage , Alaska 99 SO 1 

Rep. Edward G. Barbar 
1001 E Street 
Anci10rag~, Alaska 99501 

Rep. Genie Chance 
Box 2392 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Rep. Marty Farrell 
121S West 8th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Rep. Gene Guess 
Box 1332 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Rep. Jess Harris 
1016 11th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Rep. William Moran 
Box 1891 
Anchorage , Alaska 99 SO 1 

Senator Chancy Croft 
lSll G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Senator Clifford Groh 
430 C Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 1 

Senator Joseph Josephson 
326 H Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Senator C. R. Lewis 
1922 Logan Street 
Anchorage, Alaska . 99S01 

Senator John Rader 
Box 2068 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01 

Jon Aase 
Star Route A, Box 4S3 
At1cJ10rage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Mr. Ted Ashby 
P. 0. Box 6207 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Mrs • Alma Best 
3137 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Gary Bocarde 
Box 1734, Star Route A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 2 

Deilllis Bromley 
6637 Linden Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Mr. & :Mrs. Eivin Brodie 
Box 241, Star Route A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Ray A. Causton 
8306 Loganberry 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Mr. Charles Champion 
3708 Tree Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Mr. & Mrs. P. H. Connor 
S.R.A. Box 381-A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Mr. Charles W. Cox 
8616 Abbott Loop Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 2 



Olar les Evans 
Star Route A, Box 1621 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Ted Fathauer 
2716 Lore Road 

; .Ar-rage, Alaska 99502 

James Francis 
5300 Lupin Place 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Katherine Gill 
- -Star Route A, Box 1500W 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

• Mr. Arthur Goedeker 
6917 Warfield Place 

. Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

John L. Hall 
Star Route A, Box 1466C 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

e 
Dr. Richard L. Hanks 
3625 North Point Drive 

· Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

' Mr. & Mrs. Dick Howe 
Star Route A, Box 1455 

. Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

: Mrs • Gene Kval vi.k 
Box 404B, Star Route A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Stephen Laposki 
705 Pearl Drive 

1 Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

e 
Dave Law 

r· 6929 Warfield Pl. 
. Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

~ 

Drs. Jim and Nancy Lethcoe 
Star Route A, Box 402E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Mr . & Mrs . Ames Luce 
713 W. 72nd Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Charles Lucier 
8331 Huckleberry 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Peter Martin 
··· 3447 E. 88th Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Matthews 
8916 Gloralee 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Mr. John Miller 
3001 Porcuoine Dr. 
Anchorage,~ Alaska 99502 

Walter Parker 
3724 Campbell Airstrip Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Theodore Pease 
Star Route A, Box 478J 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Wendell Oderkirk 
Box 442, Star Route A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Stanley Owen 
Star Route A, Box 1466 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

· Mr. Austin Reid 

Box 6287 Airport Annex 
Anchorage , Alaska . 99502 

Kurt Rein 
1554 Eagle St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

John C. Riggs 
Casper Court 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Mr. Wiley D. Robinson 
3708 Jewell Lake Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Bob Ross 
4300 Arctic, Space 20 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Allen Scouler 
7136 Terry Place 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Theodore Shohl, M.D. 
6034 Tanaina Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Thomas Springer 
Star Route A, Box 1744 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Mr. and Mrs. John Strachan 
4110 Terrace Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Robert W. Swift 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Pauline Titus 
Box 498, Star Route A 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Steve Vranick 

Box 6-245 Annex 
Anchorage , Alaska 99502 

• .. 



Katherine West 
3854 Helvetia Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Tyron Wieland, M.D. 
3- Caravelle 
~orage, Alaska 99502 

Alan Wicks 
2666 Northrup Place 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

· -Roger Wirch 
Box 199R, Star Route A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

William G. Zaegel 
3676 N. Point Drive 

, Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

The Aleut League 
P. 0. Box 6265 

1 
~rage, Alaska 99502 

The Moose Jaw News 
3406 W. 82nd Avenue 

i: Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
l 

' 

~ Jim Scott, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
4700 E. 72nd Ave. 

: Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

1

- Sport Fish Divis ion 
Alaska Dent. of Fish & Game 
1018 International Airport Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Commercial Fisheries Division 
Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game 

: 212 E. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 - e 
Protection Division 

Mr. Ron Somerville 
Game Division 
Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game 
1018 International Airport Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Rep. Willard L. Bowrnan 
1112 East 69th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 2 

Senator Lowell TI1omas Jr. 
7022 Tanaina Drive 
Ari.chorage, Alaska 99502 

·- Mr. Billy C. Anderson 
909 Southampton 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Primula M. Babcock 
2803 Barbara Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 503 

Mr. John A. Ban 
1100 W. 32nd Avenue, #3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Daisy Lee Bitter 
2804 Breezewood Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Bailey 0. Breedlove 
2615 Turnagain Parkway 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

.J ~:une c:; C ~v:l d~n 
304 E. 26th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. Jinmrie E. Cllurch 
Union Oil Co. 
2037 Churchill Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Bruce Clardy 

Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game "· 2912 Breezewood Drive 
212 E. Internat i onal Airport Rd. Anchorage , Al aska 99503 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S02 

Dayton Curtis 
726 w. zo:m Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Mr. B. E. Davies 
3103 Eide St., Apt. H 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Mr. Harm DeBoer 
3003 Wendys Way, Apt. 8 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 . 

Skip Deegans c/o CEDC 
S03 W. Northern Lights Blvd. 
Anchorage, Als.ska 99S03 

Louise DeVoe 
4036 Balchen Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Dickson 
2126 Dawson Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

David Dolese 
2517 Foraker Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack R. Doyle 
2401 Juneau Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Clarice Eberly 
2600 W. Northern Lights, #D-1 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. Clark Engle, President 
Alaska Prof. Hunter's Assoc. 
1003 Cllugach Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. W. C. Fackler 

2Sl2 Lord Baranof 
Anchorage , Alaska 99S03 



Darrell Fannen 
3822 Spenard Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Terrill Fleming 
1~ W. 31st Avenue 
~rage, Alaska 99503 

Scott & Odette Foster 
2631 w. 34th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Robert Gallison 
4828 Canterbury Way 
AziC:horage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

, Mark Ganapole 
Alaska Wilderness Council 
Box 4-470 

j Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 
I; 
I 
! Mr. & Mrs. Dick Glasheen 

2604 W. 33rd, #7 
: An.rage, Alaska 99S03 

Gerald Goldschmidt 
; 3927 Crosson Drive 
i Ari~horage, .Alaska 99S03 

I 
' Don Goodwin 
; 3no B-70 
I ~1,1reka Street 
: M¢10rage, Alaska 99S03 

· Mr~ James H. Gribbin 
, Grant Oil Tool 
i 3i43 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

· Robert Hall 
· 2900 Wendy' s Way 
Spenard, Alaska 99S03 

e 
Leo Hannan 
2413 Chilligan Drive 

i Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Ginny I Ian· is 
394S Balchen Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Marv Hathorn 
3915 Borland Drive 
Anchorage, .tuaska 99503 

Jean Hilchey 
2S06 29th Avenue 
Spenard, Alaska 99S03 

Robert Howard 
3236 29th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Ward Hulbert 
1840 W. Northern Lights 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. W. R. Hutson 
242S Captain. Cook 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Mr. Ken Jarvi 
3929 Westwood Drive 
Ancl\orage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

Elaine Kallos 
2204 W. Northern Lights, #112 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. James D. Keasler 
Sl2S Cambridge Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Adolf Kuhn 
1012 36th Place 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Kenneth Kuhns 
2303 Eureka St., Apt. 4 
Anchorage, Alaska · 99S03 

ivir. Robert Lally 
ITT Arctic Services 
703 W. Northern Lights Blvd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

Kathy & Ron Lautaret 
2627 West 34 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Charles Lippitt 
2203 McKinley Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

M. W. Moore 
4106 Arkansas Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

John Murphy 
3103 W. 32nd Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

Mr. Benno J. Patsch 
220S Arlington Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

Mrs. R. Pender 
2419 Spurr Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Dorothy Pohls 
2607 W. 33rd Ave., #3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. Vance Porter 
2S67 Arlington Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 

Ray N. Osborne 
2606 29th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 SO 3 

Marie Lundstrom 
Box 4964 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S03 



Mr. Charles E. Overton 
ITT Arctic Services 
703 W. Northern Lights Blvd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

W. C. Ray 
3~1 Brooks ide 
•• orage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Richards 
3004 Brookside Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dan Riker 
Box 4-275 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Lynn Rotmagoux 
3915 Borland Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dr. William Ryan 
~ka State Archery Assoc. 
.. Cambridge Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. George R. Schmidt 
2356 Sonstrom Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dr. James R. Scott 
2000 Stanford 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50"3 -

Kathy S~lken 
Bldg. 1, Apt. 5 
2600 W. Northern Lights 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Alex Sisson 
2413 Lord Baranof Drive 
An~rage, Alaska 99503 

Tobben Spurkland 
3007 W. 33rd Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

P. I. Norman St~dem 
2446 Spurr Lane 
Anchorage , Alaska 99 50 3 

William Stivers 
4107 No. Star Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. C. E. Tanner 
ITT Arctic Services 
703 W. Northern Lights Blvd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Joan Thompson 
2635 W. 34th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Troy Troyer 
3200 Turnagain Blvd. East 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Dale P. Tubbs 
1234 W. Hillcrest Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Vanalen 
3326 W. 29th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Jerry Vezina 
711 Northern Lights Blvd. 

- Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

George Wa.E;uon., M.D. 
4614 Spenard Park Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Patrick Webb 
3112 W. 33rd, #3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Cynthia Wentworth 
2607 W. 33rd, Apt. 2 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Barbara Anne Winkley 
915 West 25th Street, Apt. 8 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Charles Wirschem 
3306 Woodland Park Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

R. E . Woodrow 
4867 Newcastle Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Sam Wright 
1005 W. 27th Ave. 
Anet~orage, Alaska 99503 

Alaska Federation of Garden Clt 
Box 40844 
Spenard, Alaska 99503 

Alaska Professional Htmter's 
Assoc. 

1003 Chugach Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Alaska State Archery Assoc. 
4 761 Cambridge Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

J. R. Wojcik 
American Smelting and 

Refining Company 
2212 Roosevelt Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Alaska Sportsman 
P. 0. Box 4-EEE 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 3 

Rep. Tom Fink 
1350 23rd Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Rep. Helen Fischer 
2023 Wildwood Lane 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 



Rep. Earl D. Hillstrand 
2100 Lake Otis Parkway 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Rep. Richard McVeigh 
4iili. Nottingham Way 

. -~orage, _AJ.aska 99503 

Rep. Mike Rose 
Box 4-252 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

--Rep. Joshua Wright 
1033 W. Fireweed Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Senator Ron Rettig 
2567 Loussac Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger F. Holmes 
4001 Westwood Drive 

: ~rage, Alaska 99503 

J 
. .Mr. & Mrs • Richard Alman 
i 1514 Marten Street 
: Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. Leo Mark Anthony 
. 2020 Lake Otis Parkway 
' Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

• Douglas Bailey 
. 3035 Madison Way 

Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Donald C. Barnett 
1516 Birchwood Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 -

; John Baxandall 
4200 E. 4th, A-12 

. Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. 4 Mrs. Herb Blake 
7729 Anne Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Andrew Bodnar 
5805 Sterling 
A.YJ.chorage, Alaska 99504 

Jay Brause 
2606 Maplewood 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

·Mr. & Mrs. Ray Briggs 
801 S. Bragaw 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Dr. Keith Brownsberger 
3036 Madison Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Roy Burkhart 
3524 E. 18th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Jim Burkholder 
5810 Sterling 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Dr. & Mrs. J. P. Caterinichic 
3701 Mt. View Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Joseph Childers 
1410 Patterson Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Clark Corbridge 
7420 Tikchik Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Alan N. Corthell 

3013 Cottonwood Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Rllph F. Cox 
2018 Duke Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Charles Cranston 
3401 Stanford Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

Mr. L. A. Davis 
3400 Princeton Way 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

·Carl Denny 
400 N. Bragaw, Apt. 105 
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SEMID I WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 

PUBLIC HEARING STATEJ1EiiJT .· 

BY 
,_. 't '. 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE REPRESENTATIVE 

Goon EVENING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.. I AM GoRDON HATSON, ALASKA MEA 

DIRECTOR FOR THE BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE. I WANT TO . 

EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR .INTEREST IN COMING TO THIS HEARING 

ON THE SEMIDI VIILDERNESS PRoPoSAL. 

THE WILDERNESS AcT, PASSED BY CoNGRESS ·IN 1964, DIRECTED THE SECRETARY 

OF THE INTERIOR TO REVIEW ALL ROADLESS AREAS OF 5,000 OR MORE ACRES, 

AND EVERY ROADLESS ISLAND, WI~niN THE N~TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM, 

~ TO DETERMINE THEIR SUITABILITY OR NONSUITABILITY AS WILDEP~ESS. FURTrlER, 

REGULATIONS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR PUBLISHED ON FEBRUARY 22_, 

1966, REQUIRE THIS BUREAU TO REVIEW THOSE AREAS QUALIFYING FOR STUDY 

UNDER THE ~VI LDERNESS AcT THAT 

(1) POSSESS THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF WILDERNESS 

(2) ARE REASONABLY C0~1PACT 

(3) ARE UNDEVELOPED 

(4) ARE WITHOUT IMPROVED ROADS SUITABLE FOR PUBLIC TRAVEL BY 

CONVENTIONAL AUTOMOBILE. 

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM IS COMPRISED OF MORE THAN 300 UNITS 

CONTAINING NEARLY 30 MILLION ACRES, UNITS OF THE SYSTEM ARE LOCATED ON 

LANDS EXTENDING FROM THE ARCTIC OcEAN SHORES TO ISLANDS OF TI4E CENTRAL 
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R~ciFIC OcEAN, ~JD FROM THE FLORIDA KEYs TO MAINE. ONE oR ~ORE NATIONAL 

WILDLIFE REFUGES IS LOCATED IN EACH OF TriE 1J MAJOR LIFE ZONES OF NoRTH 

A~1ERICA, THE ECOLOGY OF EACH NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE DIFFERS FROM -TI1AT 

OF ANY OTHER REFUGE, ALTHOUGH SOME ARE SIMIL~R. BECAUSE OF THESE 

ECOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES, MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES OF INDIVIDUAL REFUGES ARE 

OFTEN QUITE VARIED, 

PRELH~INARY EXAMINATION REVEALS THAT ABOUT 90 WILDLIFE REFUGES IN 32 

STATES, CONTAINING NEARLY 25 MILLION ACRES, QUALIFY FOR STUDY AS vHLDERNESS, 

THE WILDERNESS REVIE'r{ PROGRAM OF TriE BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES Al"lD WILDLIFE, 

OF WHICH THIS PROPOSAL IS A PART, ENCOMPASSES A WIDE SPECTRUM OF LANDS 

e ~~ITHIN NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, ONLY THROUGH 

CAREFUL STUDY AND ANALYSIS CAN A PROPER DETERMINATION BE MJlJJE REGARDING 
l 

WI-lETHER A NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE OR A PORTION OF IT QUALIFIES FOR CONSID-

ERATION AS WILDERNESS BY THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 

TODAY, WE ARE PUBLICLY PRESE~ITING THE RESULTS OF OUR STUDY OF THE SEMIDI 

N~TIONAL HILDLIFE REFUGE, AN INFORMli.TIONAL BROCHURE SUMMARIZING THE 

STUDY AND EXPLAINING THE WILDERNESS PROPOSAL IS AV.~ILABLE IN THE HEARING· 

ROOM IF YOU DO NOT YET H/WE A COPY. . THE COMPLETE STUDY REPORT . IS ALSO 

AVAILABLE HERE FOR YOUR EXAMINATION, PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE IT, FOR THE 

NUMBER OF COPIES IS VERY LIMITED, CoPIES OF THE STATEMENT THAT I AM 

MAKING TODAY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR YOUR USE. 

COPIES OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMEI\'T WERE H~DE AVAILABLE TO 
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INTERESTED FEDERAL,. STATE AND LOCAL ENTITIES FOR THEIR VIEII'IS AND SUGGESTIONS 

PRIOR TO THIS HEARING,. '·THIS ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT IS REQUIRED BY THE 

l'l.I\TIONAL ENVIRON~t;ENTAL PoLicY AcT oF 1969 (PUBLIC LAw 90-190), IT coNSIDERS 

POSSIBLE IMPACTS OF 'IHLDERNESS DESIGNATION ON THE HUfvlAN ENVIRONMENT AND 

REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION, A COPY OF THIS. STATEMENT 

IS ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE REAR OF THE ROOM FOR THOSE OF YOU W-lO A.t~E 

INTERESTED IN EXAMINING ITS CONTENTS, 

IT SHOULD BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PROPOSAL WE ARE PRESENTING IS 

PRELH•HNARY, Or·~LY AFTER YOUR EXPRESSED VIEWS HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY STUDIED 

~~ILL OUR FINAL REC0Ml\1ENDATIONS BE ~~'tADE TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 

IT WILL l'rlEN BE NECESSARY FOR THE CoNGRESS TO ENACTLEGISLATION THAT WILL 

OFFICIALLY DESIGNATE ALL OR PORTIONS OF T'riE SEMIDI IsLANDS AS ~~ILDERNESS, 

,'\ND INCLUDE T'rlEM IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERV.l\TION SYSTEM, 

THE SEr.HDI NATIONAL \4ILDLIFE REFUGE v~AS ESTABLISHED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER 

5858 IN 1932; PRif'/ARILY TO PRESERVE THE UNIQUE Ml\RINE BI. BREEDING GROUNDS, 

THE SEMIDI ISLANDS ARE EXTRE~1ELY REMOTE, RARELY VISITED MAN, Al'!D ESSEN-

TIALLY FACTO ~~ILJJERNESS, THERE IS NO ASSURANCE, HOWc'i:::R) THAT THIS 

CONDITION VHLL ALWAYS REMI\IN, HITHOUT LEGISLATIVE PROTEc-:oN AS AFFORDED 

THROUGH OFFICIAL WILDERf'JESS DESIGNATION; THE ISLANDS' WI ""\~ESS QUALITIES 

COULD EVEf~TUALLY BE LOST AS THE NATION'S POPULATION GRO~vs :'' f"lAl~' S TECHNOLOGY 

HAS EVEN MORE WIDESPRE.t\D INFLUENCE ON SUCH \tfi LD ARE.l\S, 

lHE REFUGE CONSISTS OF NINE S.rvti.\LL ISLANDS AND Tr-lEIR ASSOCIATE:· . '.1\!_L 
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OF SURROUNDING SUBMERGED LJ\NDS , AGH I YUK IS THE LARGEST I SLAt"JD, BEING 6 

MILES LONG BY 2 MILES WIDE, THE SHORELINES OF THE ISL~NDS ARE EXTREMELY 

PRECIPITOUS WITn MANY ROCK LEDGES RISING 100 TO 200 FEET ABOVE THE SEA, 

THERE ARE ONLY A FEW SMALL BEACHES, AccESS TO INTERIOR PORTIONS OF THE 

!SLl\NDS IS LIMITED, GooD HARBORS AF~E NON-EXISTENT AND FRESHWATER SOURCES 

ARE ALSO VERY LIMITED, 

THE EXCEEDINGLY STEEP ROCK CLIFFS PROVIDE IDEAL NESTING HABITAT FOR GREAT 

NUMBERS OF PELAGIC BIRDS SUCH AS MURRES; KITTH'IAKES, FULMARS, AND PUFFINS, 

IN CRUISING THE SHORELINE BY BOAT, THERE APPEARS NO END TO THE NUMBER OF 

BIRDS AS THEY CRO~'ID THE ROCK LEDGES AI"'D WHEEL ABOUT OVERHEAD, IN PL/.\CES 

THE WATERS ARE LITERALLY ALIVE WITH FEEDING MURRES; KITTIWAKES AND FUIJvlARS, 

BIRD POPULATIONS ACTUALLY NUMBER IN THE MILLIONS; A"JD THE SEMIDI lSLAII.JDS' 

FULMI.\R COLONY IS ONE OF THE LARGEST IN ALASKA, !1£\Ny SCIENTISTS CONSIDER 

SUCH SE.I.\BIRD COLONIES PART OF A VERY FRAGILE ECOSYSTEr~ AND RECOfv1IViEND THAT, 

AS SUCH, THEY ARE BEST ~~AGED IN THEIR NATURAL STATE, 

BALD EAGLES; PEREGRINE FALCONS, CO~ORANTS, GULLS, GOLDEN-CROWNED S~I.\RROWS; 

LONGSPURS, AI"JD A VARIETY OF OTI1ER BIRDS ALSO UTILIZE THE :s, DURING 

NESTING PERIODS, A TOTAL OF 43 SPECIES OF BIRDS HAVE BEEN :;;~_:::~TIFIED, 

~~ATERS SURROUNDING THE ISLJ\NDS ARE RICH IN FISHERY AND MI.\RI:- '/.-~J~i"\~L 

RESOURCES, COMMERCIAL FISHER~1EN HARVEST SEVERAL MILLION PC'_:~- OF H~LIBlff 

EACH YEAR, PROVIDING A SUBSTANTIAL BENEFIT TO THE ECONOMI '\'_ASI<A .1\ND 

THE NATION, 
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SEA LIONS AND HARBOR SEALS FREQUENTLY HAUL OUT ON THE ROCKY SHORELINES OR 

OFFSHORE ISLETS, AND A FEW SEA OTTERS UTILIZE TI1E·SHALLOW BAYS. VARIOUS 

SPECIES OF Wr!ALES TRAVERSE THE OFFSHORE ~~ATERS, THE WATERS ARE VERY 

PRODUCTIVE OF SMALL MARINE LIFE WHICH PROVIDES FOOD FOR THE THOUSANDS OF 

BIRDS THAT UTILIZE THE ISLANDS FOR NESTING PURPOSES, ANY ECOLOGICAL 

DA~11\GE TO THESE SURROUNDING \'>/ATERS WOULD GREATLY JEOPARDIZE THE TREMENDOUS 

BIRD COLONIES THAT ARE PRESENT TODAY, 

THE u. s. GEOLOGiCAL SuRVEY REPORTS THAT THERE ARE NO KNOWN MINERALS OF 

COMrvtERCIAL VALLiE,. THE ISLANDS ARE RARELY VISITED AND APPEAR IN ESSENTIALLY 

THE S~E CONDITION As WHEN FIRST DISCOVERED BY BERING IN 1741 AND REDISCOV-

e ERED BY CAPTAIN CooK ON JUNE 16, 1778. 

SIN.CE OUR STUDIES INDICATE 11-IAT ALL LAl\lDS WITHH~ THE REFUGE APPEAR TO 

Q.UALIFY AS i'l!LDERNESS, ACCORDING TO CRITERIA PRESCRIBED BY THE 14ILDERNESS 

AcT OF 1964, WE PROPOSE Tr!AT THE ENTIRE 256,000-ACRE SEMIDI NATIONAL 

WILDLIFE REFUGE BE INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL HILbERNESS PRESERVATION 

SYSTEM FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL GENEPATIONS OF AMERICANS. 

THE BUREAU DOES NOT ftJ\lT ic I PATE AN.Y MANAGE\''ENT OR DEVELOP~1ENT WHICH ~~OULD 

CONFLICT WITH WILDERNESS, THE WILDERNESS fc': PROVIDES FOR TH~ USE OF 

· MOTORIZED BOATS. IN WILDERNESS AREAS ~\11-lERE Sl../>l USE 1-hs BEEN E?-:·.-.·~:_ISHEDJ 

AND DOES. NOT CONFLICT WITH REFUGE MANAGEME~r; 'JBJECTIVES, WE P:~C?OSE, 

THEREFORE, TO PERMIT FISHING TO CONTINUE IN ~··:-:::: PROPOSED SEMIIJ: ·.-'r:__DERNESS 

ESSENTIALLY AS AT PRESENT, IF CONGRESS SHC!~·:-~~) PREFER TO PRECU_c:::· ~: ~)!XH 
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USE; THEN WE WOULD RECOf'IMEND THAT THE SURROUNDING SUBMERGED LA.NDS AND -ll-IE 

WATERS BE EXCLUDED FROM THE WILDERNESS PROPOSAL, 

I THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS HEARING AND FOR EXPRESSING AN INTEREST 

iN THE SSVJIDI HIL.DERNESS PROPOSAL. I ASSURE YOU THAT ALL VIEWS; WHETHER 

EXPRESSED OR!\LLY OR IN WRITING; WILL BE CAREFULLY STUDIED BEFORE THE 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE SUBMITS ITS FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

TO THE SECRETARYOF THE INTERIOR, 
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2 

3 The Public aearing on the Semidi Wilderness Proposal 

4 convened at the hour of 7:20p.m., at the Loussac Library, 

5 Anchorage, Alaska. 

6 

7 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

8 Ladies and gentlemen, I think we can begin the 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

Wilderness Hearing at this time. There was some question 

whether ·it was going to be at 7:00 or 7:30, but it is close 

enough to 7:30 ·to give the benefit of the doubt for those 

who might be late. 

First, I would like to introduce myself, I am Robert 

Price, the Regional Solicitor, Department of the Interior, 

Anchorage. I have been designated by the Secretary of the 

Interior to conduct this hearing. Most of you undoubtedly 

filled out an attendance card as you entered the door. 

you have not done so, I would like to ask that you complete 

one. If those of you who have not filled out cards will 

please raise your hands, we will distribute them to you. 

At this time I should like to thahk the City of_ 

Anchorage for their assistance in making this place available 

to us today. This evening rather. 

As announced in the Notice of Public Hearing _issued on 

January 10, 1973, this hearing is being held to obtain 

. ' 
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11 

12 

14 

15 
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17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

24 

information relating to the desirability of establishing a 

unit of the National Wilderness Preservation System on the 

Semidi National yvildlife Refuge. As background information, ' 

I should like to explain that, in arranging this hearing, 

notices were sent to the United States Senators and 

Congressmen, the Governor the State of Alaska, and other 

elected officials. Replies which have been received from 

them will be read later and incorporated into the transcript 

of this hearing. We also sent notices to Federal and State 

agencies and organizations and individuals known to be 

interested in the matter. 

Now for a few words about procedure. This hearing is 

not a debate, a trial, or a question and answer a9sembly, 

but an advisory hearing whereby all interested persons may 

present statements, written or oral, or other information 

pertinent to the wilderness proposal we are considering 

today. If anyone fails to understand the statement of any 

person, appropriate questions may be asked for the purpose 

of clarifying such a statement. .All questions will be 

directed to me, and I shall determine whether they are 

pertinent. This may seem a little technical or strict, but 

iL is inl..encled t.o fa.L:ili.tai:.e a.11 o:r:derly pre:sentation o£ 

views and assure a fair and reasonable opportunity for~all 

to be heard. 

The Wilderness Act, Public Law 88-577, provided the 
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authority and outlined the procedure by which a national 

wildlife refuge, or a portion of a national wildlife 

refuge, meeting the necessary requirements, is to be 

considered for inclusion in the National Wilderness 

Preserva·tion System. This law directed the study, and:.review 

within 10 years after September 3, 1964, of every roadless 

island and every roadless area of S,ObO acres or more within 

the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

I wish to point out that eventual inclusion of a wildlife 

refuge, ~r a portion of a wildlife !efuge, within the 

National Wilderness Preservation System does not remove the 

area from the wildlife refuge status. The area we are 

considering today, if classified~as wilderness, still will be 

administered as an integral part of the Wildlife Refuge. 

The intent of the Wilderness Act along these lines is.clear. 

The provisions of Sections 4(a) and 4(b) of the Act state 

that the purposes of the Wilderness Act are to be within and 

supplemental to the purpose for which wildlife-refuges are 

es_tablished and administered. Also, each agency 

administering any area designated as wilderness shall be 

respo~sible for ~reserving the wilderness character of the 

area and for such other purposes for which it may have been 

established as also to preserve its wilderness character. 

Therefore, the Semidi Islands will still be ~ part of the 

National Wildlife Refuge System but with the added feature 
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of a national wilderness area. 

2 'After this public hearinc, a. thorough review will be 

3 made of this wilderness proposal, but this is not the last 

4 opportunity for public expression. The record of this public 

5 hearing and all other information on the proposal will be 

6 transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior. After study 

7 and consultation, the Secretary will transmit his 

8 recommendations regarding the proposal to the President. 

9 The President will transmit his recommendations to the 

10 Congress" After appropriate consideration, which will 

11 include hearings, the Congress wilr accept, reject, or 
' 

12 modify the proposal as a unit of the National Wilderness 

Preservation System. When after hearings and study, the 

14 proposal is accepted by the Congress, appropriate legislation 
• 

15 is transmitted to the President. When signed by the 

16 President, the wilderness area becomes a part of the 

17 National Wilderness Preservation System. As you can see, 

18 there is a comprehensive review process of each Wilderness 

19 proposal of which public hearings and your views are a most 

20 important part. 

21 Now, I ask Gordon Watson, Alaska Area Director of the 

22 Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, pepartment of the 

23 Interior, to explain the wilderness proposal to you. Before 

24 Mr. Watson presents his statement, however, I should like to 

explain again that this is not an adversary proceeding. If 
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you ~ant to ask a question in order to clarify a certain 

2 point, please feel free to do so. All questions, however, 

3 will be directed to me, and I shall determine whether they 

4 are pertinent. 

5 MR. GORDON WATSON: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. I am Gordon 

\' 
Watson, Alaska Area Director for the U. S. Bureau of Sport 

Fisheries and Wildlife. I want to express my appreciation 

for your interest in coming to this hearing on the Semidi 

Wilderness Proposal. 

The Wilderness Act, passed by Congress in 1964, 

directed the Secretary of the Interior to review all roadless 

areas of 5,000 or more acres, and every roadless island, 

within the National Wildlife Refuge System, to determine 

their suitability or nonsuitablility as wilderness. Further, 

regulations of the Secretary of the Interior published on 

February 22, 1966, require this Bureau to review those areas 

qualifying ·for study under the Wilderness Act that (l) 

possess the general characteristics of wilderness; (2) are 

reasonably compact; (3) are undeveloped; (4) are without 

improved roads suitable for public travel by conventional 

automobile .. 

The National Wildlife Refuge· System is comprised of 

more than 300 units containing nearly 30 million acres. 

Units of the system are located on lands extending from the 
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Arctic Ocean shores to islands of·the Central Pacific Ocean, 

and from the Florida Keys to M~ine. One or more national 

wildlife refuges is located in each of the 17 major life 

zones of North America. The ecology of each national wildlif 

refuge differs from that of any other refuge, although some 

are similar. Because of·these ecological differences, 

management objectives of individual refuges are often quite 

varied. 

Preliminary examination reveals that about 90 wildlife 

refuges jn 32 states, containing nearly 25 million acres, 

qualify for study as wilderness. The Wilderness Review 

Program of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, of 

which this propsal is a part, encompasses a wide spectrum of 

lands within national wildlife refuges throughout the 

country. Only through careful study and analysis can a 

proper determination be made regarding whether a national 

wildlife refuge or a portion of it qualifies for 

consideration as wilderness by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Today, we are publicly presenting the results of our 

study of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. An 

informational brochure summarizing the study and explaining 

the wilderness proposal is available in the hearing room 

if you do not yet have a copy. The complete study report is 

also available here for your examination. Please do not 

remove it, for the number of copies is very limited. Copies 
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-
of the statement that I am making today are also available 

for y;:m::: use o 

Copies of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement were 

made available to interested Federal, State and local 

entities for their views and sugg_estiori.s prior to this 

hearing. This: environmental statement is required by the 

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (Public Law 90-190) 

It considers possible impacts of wilderness designation on 

the ~uman environment and reasonable alternatives to the 

proposed action. A copy of this statement is also available 

in the rear of the room for those o·f you who are interested 

in examining its contents. 

It should be clearly understood that the proposal we 

are presenting is preliminary. Only after your expressed 

views have been thoroughly studied will our tinal 

recommendations be made to the Secretary of the Interior. 

It will then be necessary for the Congress to enact 

legislation that will officially designate all or portions of 

the Semidi Islands as wilderness, and include them in the 

National Wilderness Preservation System. 

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge was established by 

Executive.Order 5858 in 1932, primarily to preserve the 

unique marine bird breeding grounds. The Semidi Islands 

are extremely remote, rarely visited by man, and essentially 

de facto wilderness. There is no assurance, however, that 
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this condition will ahvays remain. t~ithout legislative 

protection as forded through official wilderness 

designation, the islands 1 \vilderness qualities could 

eventually be lost as the nation's population grows and 

man's technology has even more widespread influence on such 

\'lild areas. 

The refuge consists of nine small islands and their 

associated small rocks and islets, containing Bt422 acres 

and approximately 248,000 acres of surrounding submerged 

lands. ~ghiyuk is the largest island, being 6 miles long by 

2 miles wide. The shorelines of the slands are extremely 

precipitous with many rock ledges rising 100 to 200 feet 

above the sea. There are only a few small beaches. Access 

to interior pcirtions of the islands limited. Good harbors 

are nonexistent and freshwater sources are a·lso very limited. 

The exceedingly steep rock cliffs provide ideal nesting 

habitat for great numbers of pelagic birds such as Murres, · 

Kii:tiwakes, Fulmars, and Puffins. In cruising the shoreline 

by boat, there appears no end to the number of birds as they 

crowd the rock ledges and wheel about overhead. In places 

the waters are literally alive with feeding Hurres, 

K.:i. tth!akes and E 1Jl~e.rs _ Bird ro:rnlations actu-'111 y nnmhe:r. in 

the millions, and the Semidi Islands 1 Fulmar colony is one 

of the largest in Alaska. Many scientists consider such 

seabird colonies part of a very fragile ecosystem and 
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recommend that, as such, they are best managed in their 

natural state. 

Bald Eagles( Peregrine Falcons, Cormorants, Gulls, 

Golden-Crowned Sparrows, Longspurs, and .a variety of other 

birds also utilize the island during nesting periods. A· 

total of 43 species of birds have been identified. 

Waters surrounding the islands are rich in fishery and 

marine mammal resources. Commercial fishermen harvest 

several million pounds of halibut each year, providing a 

substantial benefit to the economies of Alaska:.and the 

nation. Sea Lions and Harbor Se,:::.ls frequently haul out on 

the rocky shorelines or offshore islets, and a few.Sea 

Otters utilize the shallow bays. Various species of whales 

traverse the offshore waters. The waters are very 

productive of small marine life which provides food for the 

thousands of birds that utilize the islands for nesting 

purposes. Any ecological damage to these surrounding waters 

would greatly jeopardize the tremendous bird colonies that 

are present today. 

The U. S. Geological Survey reports that there are no 

known minerals of commercial value. The islands are rarely 

visited and appear .ll1 es~::>erd:.ially t.he same con8.itio11 as 

when first discovered by Bering in 1741 and rediscovered by 

Captain Cook on June 16, 1778. 

Since our studies indicate that all lands within the 
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refuge appear to qualify as wilderness, according to criteria 

2 prescribed by the Wilderness Act of .1964, we propose that the 

3 entire 2S6~000-a9re Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be 

4 included in the National Wilderness Preservation System for 

5 the benefit of all generations of Americans. 

6 The Bureau does not anticipate any management or develop 

7 ment which would conflict with wilderness. The Wilderness 

8 Act provides for the use of motorized boats in wilderness 

9 areas where such use has been established, and does not 

10 conflicf with refuge management objectives. We propose, 

11 therefore, to permit fishing to ~ontinue in the proposed 

12 Semidi Wilderness essentially as at present. If Congress 

should prefer to preclude such use, then we would recommend 

14 that the surrounding submerged lands and the waters be 

15 excluded from the wilderness proposal. 

16 I thank you for attending this hearing and for 

17 expressing an interest in the Semidi Wilderness Proposal. 

18 I assure you that all views, whether expressed orally or in 

19 writing, will be carefully studied before the Bureau of 

20 Sport Fisheries and Wildlife submits its final 

21 recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior. 

22 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

23 Thank you, Mr. Watson. In opening this meeting for 

24 public discussion, I ask that all pertinent information be 

presented as completely as possible. If anyone wishes to 
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summ~rize their statement for the benefit of those present 

and submit a written statement for the record, you may do 

so. In the event time becomes a facto~, I may have to 

request that you limit your oral remarks. 

I shall now call on certain persons in order of 

priority to expedite and clarify the proposal. After they 

have completed their statements, the meeting will be open 

to the public. Anyone present who desires to make a 

statement may do so. I wish to-remind you again that 

statements will not be made under oath and since this is not 

an adversary proceeding, there will be no cross examination. 

In order to permit the conduct of the meeting and oral 

comments to become a matter of record, I ask that all 

speakers come to the mic:.·ophone to make their statements. 

I ask you to give xour name and address and the interest 

which you represent. You may, of course, represent 

yourself. I ask you to speak slowly and distinctly. In the 

following order of priority, is there a representative of 

the Governor of the State of Alaska? Is there a 

representative of Senator Stevens? Is there a 

representative of Senator Gravel? Is there a representative 

of a member of the State Legislature? 

I shall now call on representatives of different 

organizations to testify, and I call upon them in the order 

in which the cards were given me, and I understand the cards 
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were given me in the order in which people signed them. 

2 Virginia dal Piaz. 

3 VIRGINIA DALPIAZ: 

4 

5 
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My name is Virginia dal az. I am representing the 

Upper Cook Inlet Chapter of the Alaska Conservation Society. 

And I have a brief statement to go over and then I will 

submit it also in writing. 

The Upper Cook Inlet Chapter of the Alaska 

Conservation Society fully supports the Semidi Wilderness . I 
proposal~ The preservation of this relatively untouched 

group of islands falls within the general aim of our group, 

which is to work toward preservation and wise use of 

Alaska's renewable and nonrenewable resources. 

The main inhabitants of these lands seem to be many 

species of birds who make their homes there during various 

parts of the year. Upper Cook Inlet Chapter feels it is 

very important to preserve places such as the Semidi Islands 

for breeding and nesting habitat, where these very beautiful 

animals can live unmolested and undisturbed their naturaL. 

environment. Due to their isolated location, the islands 

are not likely to get much use by man, the less the better. 

This area _could provide a living workshop scientists t.o 

observe bird behavior and movements and for photographers who 

are interested in wildli pictures. 

One thing that is particularly striking when one reads 
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the brochure put out by Sport Fisheries and Wildlife is the 

singular lack_ o~ conflict with other uses for this land. 

There are no· known oil and mineral deposits and it is not 

included in the Native Land Claims areas. There is an 

established use of fisheries which the Upper Cook Inlet 

Chapter would not object- to, as long as there was no attempt 

or future plans to build permanent fishery support structures 

on the islands. A small cabin, maintained by the refuge 

manager, might be appropriate as there seems to be no 

natural ._cover for camping and it would serve as a base of 

operations for scientific and photo~raphic expeditions. Too 

bad other areas of Alaska, just as worthy of conside~ation 

as wilderness have so few conflicts. 

Personally, my husband and I have traveled many miles 

by sea along the Kenai coast and in southeast Alaska. One of 

our biggest and continuing joys is the observation-of the 

many and varied species of birds we see on our trips. The 

birds represent a degree of freedom and beauty that man can 

never experience, just observe and appreciate. Many of the 

· birds we love to watch probably have been on the Semidi 

Islands at one time or another~ We therefore believe-it is 

very important to include these islands in the national 

wilderness system. 

Lastly, we would like to thank you for the opportunity 

for the Upper Cook Inlet Chapter, Alaska Conservation 

-14-

\ 
t.c'-" •.. .-.-.• ~ 



,. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Society to make its feelings known through this public 

hearing. I would also like to comn1end Sport Fisheries and 

Wildlife on the conduct of the hearing, the public 

announcements -- was all put out way in advance to give us 

an adequate opportunity to study this proposal, and we feel 

it was very well done. 

MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

Thank you very much. Barbara Winkley. 

BARBARA WINKLEY: 

Mr.'Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, my name is Barbara 

Winkley. I am a resident of Anchorage and tonight I am 

representing the Mountaineering Club of Alaska. 

The ~iountaineering Club of Alaska would like to go on 

record as being in full support of the proposed Semidi 

Wilderness in the S~midi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska. 

These remote and stormy islands are a haven for millions of 

seabirds and other wildlife associated with Alaska's 

productive marine waters. Scientists consider colonies such 

as this, some of the most fragile of natural ecosystems and 

best managed in their natural state. It is only with these 

invaluable reference points protected from human 

interference that man-made change can be measured with 

havt accuracy. So then, these extensive pelagic bird colonies 

significance in the lives of people who may never see them 

and constitute a heritage of beauty in which every 
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American should find inspiration. 

This is one wilderness proposal that should be 

noncontroversial~ for the islands zre remote and treeless, 

grazing and mineral potential is practically nil, and boat 

anchorages poor. Wilderness designation should in no way 

conflict with ongoing commercial fishing activities in 

refuge waters, but would provide great protection to the 

nearby waters in which fishing takes place. It is 

disappointing, however, to hearn that Governor Egan and his 

adminisiration are again unilaterally opposed to this 

wilderness proposal, as they have been. opposed to all such 

proposals in the recent past. We understand that one of the 

primary reasons for this opposition is the State's concern 

that comprehensive land-use planning be accomplished before 

any such wildernes~ protection is allowed. Whilst we are 

wholeheartedly in favor of wise land-use planning, we believe 

it should apply to the entire State. But in reality we find 

the State Administration, whilst opposing protection of some 

of our outstanding de facro wilderness areas, is promoting 

new highways, pipelines, mining ventures, and massive timber 

sales to Japan. ,At the present time wealthy developers from 

both within and outside our wonderful state are grabbing larg 

blocks of land in the Natanuska and Susitna Valleys for 

unplanned real estate development. Obviously, there are some 

gross inconsistencies in our State government's approach to 
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land use planning. Under these circumstances, we feel it is 

2 even more urgent that permanent Congressional protection be 

3 pr6vided. -Some of our state's outstanding wilderness areas 

4 including the Semidi Islands as provided for in the Wildernes 

5 Act of 1964. 

6 Thank you very much for the opportunity to express our 

7 views on this important wilderness proposal. 

8 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

9 Thank you. B. J. Logan. 

10 ROBERT LOGAN~ 

11 My name is Bob Logan, and I do not have any written 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

paper on this matter because I just found out about it 

tonight, so I didn't know the rules. 

My interest in this is that fishing and commercial 

vessels will not be denied the rights of shelter. Now, this 

is very important in this area. There is a great deal of 

crab fishing through here, there is halibut fishing 

through here. And, as t1me goes on, there can be bottom 

fishing in the area, in this area. 

I am very well acquainted with these islands. I have 

used them many times as shelter, especially during the war 

when we were supplying Chirikof Island. In another 

instance we made a complete scouting of these particular 

islands looking for Japanese weather stations during the 

war. We found what looked like the remains of one. But 
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this is my whole point, is the right of innocent entry. 

Vessels can come in and use ti;e shelter of the islands and 

anchor in the bights. Now, there are two good bights in 

Chowiet Island, especially good for·southeasterly weather 

which are the worst gales we get out there. I can·• t 

conceive where the fishermen will do any harm and they 

might go ashore or something like that, but all they're 

looking for is to get out of the blow. Now, these islands 

from Chirikof. Island are 37 miles, from Observation Cove to 

Chowiet Island is 37 miles. From Chowiet Island to Castle 

Cape the entrance to Chignik Bay ii 54 miles. I'm going by 

my memory on these. So you can see they are right in the 

center of the offshore fishing and a great number of the 

halibut boats use these islands as shelter. Also the crab 

boats .. We already had one problem and that concerned 

Shiminoski Island where a halibut boat in trouble went in 

there and there happened to be a Fish and Game man down 

there and he ran them out. He was going to run them out. 

They couldn It leave because of their engine. But the 

fishermen off the coast have to, in the interest of saving 

life and equipment, you've got to have shelter. And L~ese 

are known shelters. Chowiet Island especially. Both the 

inner coves, that is both the north and west coves are very 

good in southeasterly weather'and we get southeasterly gales 

in there that would -- I can't imagine anybody but birds 
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livilJ.g in the Semidis and I can look back an over 30 years 

2 of seeing them at various times. I think a better research 

3 will show that at one time these islands were leased by 

4 the Pacific Whaling and Livestock Company. Chirikof ·Is ,land·· 

5 and the Semidis were leased by this company, this was about. 

6 the turn of the century and they were planted with cattle, 

7 the remains of the cattle are still on Chirikof; and they 

8 were to be used for fresh meat for the whaling industry. 

9 But I would like to see a paragraph inserted in this 

10 that fishing vessels and commercial vessels in this area 

11 have the rig~t of innocent entry. 

MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

13 Do you have any comments to make on that statement, Mr. 

14 Watson? 

15 MR. GORDON WATSON: 

16 Yes, Mr. Logan, I think the record should appropriately 

17 reflect that there is no intention to deny the use of 

18 anchorage of the Semidis, and I believe that your 

19 recommendation and request for an appropriate notation of 

20 this in the report is well tak~n. 

21 MR. ROBERT LOGAN: 

22 If the phrase the "right of innocent entry" can be put 

23 in -- this is understood world wide -- if that is inserted, 

24 the "right of innocent entry", it takes care of everything, 

it~s an international phrase. 
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l'·1R. GORDON VvATSON: 

2 Mr. Logan, would you apply this also to the 

3 international fishing fleets of other nations? 
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MR. ROBERT LOGAN: 

Well, I don't want to see any offshore international 

fishing fleet encouraged, but we have a ship in trouble and 

no matter what color you are, you've still got feelings and 

nobody likes to get too wet. 

MR. GORDON WA'rSON: 

Because we just were able to have this area .eliminated 

as a loading zone by the Japanese. 

MR. ROBERT LOGAN: 

I don't think There's so much current, if you look 

at the position of those islands where they sit right there 

at the mouth of Shelikof Strait, the currents, the ebb tides 

out of Cook Inlet -- you get a really bad one with the wind 

behind it corning down Shelikof Strait it tends to make it 

into a whirlpool. We lost four ships in there during the 

war. The Pittsburgh broke in front of No. 1 gun turret 

right straight across the deck, 12 feet down to the armor 

belt on either side, and this was -- we always call this the 

pothole out there for the reason the Japanese current comes 

up by Chirikof Island and almost touches Chirikof · Island 

and then sets up the big eddy in the Gulf of Alaska, and the 

very heavy ebb corning down Shelikof Strait -- you can see the 
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current there, if you 1 ve got ~he wind just right. You 1 d have 

to be out there to believe it. You've got no rhyme nor 

reason to your seas. At one time they used to run the 

convoys between Kateekuk Island and Shelikof Island, come 

through there going to the westward, this was in 1942. And 

we lost the John Peter Gaines in there, and -- what the 

heck was that other Liberty -- the White and the Pheling. 

The Pheling didn't break up but she had -- if I remember 

my figures right she had 34 cracks in her hull by the 

time she got out of there. So if you hit that area under 

just the rigLt conditions, 's no place to take any ship. 

It's just bad medicine. 

And I think your move to turn there into a wildlife 

refuge is excellent, a very good thing. But I just want to 

be sure that commercial vessels, shing vessels I don't 

ti:-ink anybody would ever take a yacht out there. .lf they 

did, why they'd be looking for trouble. But shing vessels 

can use them as shelter and anchorage. Now, you can get 

anchorage in both the bights on Chowiet Island, the inward 

bights. It isn't particularly good, you have to use a lot of 

chain. As I remember, it was something around 10 fathoms 

before you could fetch up anywhere. But halibut fishermen 

or crab fishermen will bless your souls if you will let 

them-- Because when you're in trouble out there, you're a 

a long way from home. That's all I have. 
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MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

2 '1'hank you, Mr. Logan 

3. MR. l<ONISBERG: 

4 Mr. Price, or l-1r. Logan could you respond to this? 

5 Isn't the right of innocent entry· for a vessel in distress 

6 a universal ·right on the seas anywhere? It may be 

7 appropriately included in the proposal, but is that not 

8 true? 

9 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

10 I frankly could:p.'t cornment,unless Mr. Watson could. 

11 MR. GORDON WATSON: 

I didn't hear that question completely. 

MR, KONISBERG: 

14 For a vessel in stress, isn't this one of the 

15 maritime commerce that they have the right of innocent 

17 I1R. ROBERr.r LOGAN : 

18 That is correct, no matter what your nationality is. 

19 MR. KONISBERG: 

20 Then it really doesn't matter, although I am really 

21 not objecting, whether or not the language is in the 

22 propos&l. 

23 MR. ROBERT LOGAN: 

24 Well, we just had a sad experience on this report that 

came back to us on the Sea Otter Island out there northwest-

' 
~· 
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ward.of the Shumagin group, where there was some game warden 

2 down there, perhaps he didn't like the color of the boat or 

something, .and he ran them out, or was going to run them out 

4 of there; fortunately, the~ vessel couldn't go. But we just 

5 wanted to be sure. 

6 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

7 Thank you for your point of information. Deborah Vogt. 

8 DEBORAH VOGT: 

9 

iO 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I have two statements. One is my own and one I would 

like to read_~ if . I may, from a pers.on who was unable to 

attend. 

My name is Deborah Vogt, and I am executive 

secretary of the Fairbanks Environmental Center. The 

Fairbanks Environmental Center is a locally supported, 

private conservation organization in Fairbanks with a 

stated goal "to preserve the quality of the Alaskan 

environ~ent through education and action". The Center has 

a board of directors of 12, mostly in the Fairbanks area 

and a membership of about 150 around the state. 

The Fairbanks Environmental Center fully supports this 

proposal for inc~uding the Semidi Islands and surrounding 

submerged lands in the National Wilderness System. We 

believe that wilderness status will give the best protection 

available to thes'e lands. 

Those of us who are loosely termed conservationists or 
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environmentalists are often characterized as just another 

interest group with designs on the wild lands of the nution. 

Supposedly, we do not personally like to mine, to cut trees, 

or to build roads, so we are opposed road building, tree 

cutting and mining. We do like to hike, to backpack, to 

observe wildlife, to fish and sometimes to hunt, so we want 

to lock up vast areas and make them available for just those 

uses. And all this for a tiriy minority of physically fit 

people who like to wander around in the wilderness. 

I ~ave never been to the Semidi Islands, nor do I ever 

intend to go there. To my knowledge, none of the members 

of the Center have ever visited these islands or will visit 

them in the future. Yet, we fully support the designation 

of this area as wilderness. Wilderness classification does 

not lock up land, in fact, it does the opposite. By 

Congressional action, it provides protection against 

single, consumptive use. Congressional actions can be 

changed by Congressional action; the designation simply 

insures that some real thought will go into the decision-

making process. Wilderness _status is, in fact, the best 

insurance that all the options of possible use will be left 

The Semidi Islands are, according to the Wilderness 

Proposal and the environmental impact statement, remote, 

inaccessible, foggy, stormy, uninhabited, and contain no 

marketable resources. On the positive side, they provide 
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habitat for millions of birds o~ 43 species. Of particular 

national interest are the bald eagle, considered common, and 

a few of the endangered peregrine falcon. A variety of 

marine mammals can be found offshore. On land there are 

ground squirrels and one tree. There are no present or 

immediately foreseeable conflicting uses, although it is 

possible that some may develqp -- particularly offshore oil 

location. 'l'he impact of the bird life on the intertidal 

marine life systems is not fully understood, but is certai 

that some interaction takes place, and the submerged lands 

should be protected. 

The Semidi Islands can provide solitude and the true 

wilderness experience to the si tor. 'l'hey are a paradise 

for birdwatchers. The birds v.,rhich spend a part of their 

lives on these islands can be viewed, as they migrate, by 

thousands of people the world over. The entire ecosystem, 

the islands and the waters around can provide an excellent 

scientific study area. The Islands are of the highest 

wilderness quality and should be included in the National 

Wilderness System. 

Jim Kowalsky, who is the Arctic Field Fl.epresentative for 1 I 

Friends of the Earth Alaska has asked me to read this I 
statement: 

Friends of the Earth is a national conservation 

organization of 27,000 members. It has'sister organizations , 
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in a-number of countries inwestern Europe. The principal 

offices for Friends of the Earth are located in Washington, 

.D.C. and San Francisco. It publishes a monthly tabloid 

newspaper title NOT MAN APART which circulates to its 

membership and to the general public through newstand 

distribution. In Alaska Friends of the Earth has a 

statewide membership of 180. The office of its Ar'ctic Field 

Representative for Alaska is located at 719 7th Avenue, 

Fairbanks, Alaska. 

The purpose of Friends of the Earth is to build broad 

11 grass roots support for the common goal among citizens of oth r 

and all nations to preserve, restore and rationally use the 

13 earth, which is our single and only life support system. 

14 It is significant in our view that, ·according to current 

15 management objectives, as indicated in the draft 

16 environmental impact statement for this proposal, are 

17 "directed primarily toward preserving the insular ecosystem 

18 in its natural state so as to protect breeding and feeding 

19 habitats· for the vast number of pelagic birds and other wildlife 

20 found in the refuge." This statement suggests that wildernes 

21 can have value by virtue of the protection of conditions it 

22 offers,on·the islands which make the production of wildbirds 

23 and wildlife possible. We often tend to place value on a 

wilderness environment only in terms of how it may directly 

25 be used by humans. And, although human enjoyment and 
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and enrichment are direc·t benefits· of our wild.lands, it 

appears that we may often tend to obscure the value of 

wilderness.prote~tion to habitat.· Protection of habitat may 

actually be the principal benefit of wilderness protection 
6 

depending upon the particular situation. This protection 

afforded such habitat is in the final, long view, to be 

considered of great benefit "t:o humans, in our view. 

We agree that designation of the Semidi Islands as 

wilderness is entirely within and supplemental to the 

purposes for which the refuge was established. The future 

of this .area holds many uncertainties as regards the type 

of conflicting pressures which may be placed upon it in the 

future. We see wilderness protection as the orily ironclad 

statutory mandate which would assure us that this place will 

be protected, and thus retain its values as a refuge. It is 

the best assurance we have that a good habitat situation w~ll 

be mainta~ned without all the creeping encroachments we see 

in so many other .areas of similar significance, These 

encroachments come from commercial developments, and 

sometimes even from the agencies which manage these lands. 

if such agency.-ej;Lcroachments aren't obvious now as we believe· 

that they are not within the Fish and Wildlife Service, we 

also caution that this situation is entirely possible in the 

future. To put it in simpler terms, a wellknown · 

conservationst in Alaska once commented on protection of 
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national park lands in this ca.·";c. by asking, "vvho will 

protect the parks from the National Park Service?" This 

gentleman feels that the National Park Service is development 

oriented and has made damaging inroads into valuable wildland 

as a result. We use the example here only to stress a basic 

point. 

We also believe that it -is important that the 

submerged lands and tidelands located within the refuge and 

which are being proposed to be a part of the Semidi 

Wilderness Area are critical and of much importance to the 

proposal and to the wilderness. Inasmuch as wilderness areas 

in these United States offer some of the few places which 

remain which may provide good research opportunities to 

science, these submerged lands in the Semidi refuge are just 

such a place. In this case these lands provide a good 

opportunity to research the impact which guano has upon 

marine environment. Wilderness protection of tidelands and 

submerged lands will offer that opportunity to science and 

will, in fact, enhance that opportunity as the years speed 

by and our abilities grow to develop and radically alter our 

marine environments. 

.We note that mineral resources and mineral potential 

of this area are poor, thus making this potential and 

conflicting use unlikely. We also note that rather adverse 

climatic conditions generally make human activity there 
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unlikely. 

Friends of the Earth consider the islands to be of 

particular.interest generally because of the millions of 

sea birds attracted to its cliffs for nesting purp?ses. 

There are major, very large colonies of such birds on the 

precipituous cliffs of all nine main islands according to the 

impact statement. We note as, well that many species are 

considered in great abundance on the islands. This 

underscores the importance of providing statutory protection 

to this area by the U. S. Congress under the enabling 

Wilderness Ac~ of 1964. 

The peregrine falcon and bald eagle are birds which havel 

a special national significance. These would benefit from 

the added protection for the Semidi refuge which we are 

hereby considering. 

We .note that commercial shing in the area is a prior 

established use and, under the Wilderness Act, would, 

therefore, not be affected by designation of this refuge as a 

wilderness. 

The present State Administration under Governor William 

A. Egan has opposed wilderness proposals on federal lands 

in the past for a variety of reasons. Although we respect 

the Governor's views and realize that he must consider many 

situations when he makes his decisions 1 we also are of the 

opinion that opposition to wilderness areas in the State of 
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Alaska has become a matter of procedure without due 

consideration of the individual case. One view we hear 

often is that no· wilderness should be designated until a 

comprehensive land use policy can.be formulated for our 

state which determines, among other things, what wilderness 

needs really are in Alaska. This is, of course, an extremely 
( 

worthy objective, this expreqsed need for the long, 

comprehensive view. Should wilderness proposals such as the 

Semidi proposal be made a part of this long-range planning, · 

then we think it is important that all proposals to classify 

and dedicate lands in Alaska come under this single process. 

This is not now the case as we all know, and there are 

countless examples of commitment of lands within Alaska 

currently or recently made which are part of no 

comprehensive planning process whatsoever. To name a few: 

proposed highways, the oil pipeline corridor, the gas line 

corridor, and open to entry state land. It would appear that 

little, if any, adverse impact from enactment of wilderness 

classification for this refuge would result, depending upon 

one's point of view. Mechanized vehicles or other means of 

travel within this or any national wilderness area would 

not be permitted, thereby creating an adverse impact upon the 

user of such mo-des of transportation. On the other hand, the 

purpose of the designation of wilderness would be to protect 

the area from the adverse impact of mechanized intrusions ~po 
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the habitat of the islands. 1~ the same sense one would say 

that the removal of a tried and proven thief from society 

by restraining him in prison would have an adverse impact 

upon the individual's actions as a thief. We l'we are 

best off with wilderness designation of Semidi National 

Wildlife Refuge. Friends of the Earth feel that to allow an 

area of significance for its natural values to fall into the' 

hands of a commercial or industrial developer is really the 

way to lock it up. For, with the establishment of a clearly 

conflicting use such as heavy or even light industry in a 

wildlife refuge, one has rather effectively locked that area 

up to other uses by destroying or significantly altering the 

life system upon which that use depended. Put an oil well 

in the midd of a high school football field, for example, 

and you have rather altered or destroyed the intended use 

and this has actually happened in Burkburnett, Texas, another 

oil state in our United States. To put it better in the 

words of another who testified at the Kenai Moose Range 

wilderness hearings, " we aren't trying to lock up anything 

Wilderness is the only use that preserves intact the 

pc3sibility of all ,.-...4.-h..--~"V' , ......... -.. ..... u 
"<...! \.-.LJ.._..J.. \.A.V.....:.,;;.;., • 1\.ncthe.r told the l"!earing, 

I 
,"State government, in its objections to wilderness based upon' 

a need to include it within the planning process, is a two-

headed.dragon with one lamenting the need for planning while 

the other foresees resources development regardless". We 
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are not proposing basic alternations to an area which is 

2 being proposed for wilderness protection. We are simply 

3 leaving it·as it is. In its~lf this action in no way locks 

4 an area up or preempJcs Jch.e other range of possibilities here. 

5 It is rather the gradual whittling away, or even the sudden 

6 massive development of a wildlife refuge, national park or 

7 other de facto wilderness under a multiple use type of 

8 concept which is the beginning of the foreclosure of other 

9 opportunities in that area. What lands are mo~e locked up, 

10 we ask, than those in private ownership, or committed to a 

11 single industrial or real estate type of use? It is always 

possible to withdraw the wilderness status through another 

13 action of Congress. It would'be more difficult to cancel 

14 out the kinds of development which re~uge lands could be 

15 opened to in the fu~ure if there were no tools such as 
I 

16 wilderness designation with which to protect an area and 

17 continue to make it open and available to the general public. 

18 The future of bitd populations which are of significance 

19 to the nation and even other nations of the \vorld, as \vell 

20 as to our own residents, should hinge as it does upon the 

21 protection of this area under the Wilderness Act. It is a 

continuous breeding and nesting habitat for millions of 

23 -birds, and its offshore waters provide habitat for sea· 

24 lions, harbor seals and sea otters. A sea lion rookery of 

approximately 500 animals is located on the' southern Chowiet 

.. 
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Island. To those who oppose this specific wilderness 

proposal, or such proposals generally, I would ask what then 

would you offer as an ironclad means of protection for these 

valuable features? There may be other answers, but Friends 

of the Earth believes r as do the inaj ori ty of other 

conservation organizations and memberships, that the 

enabling legislation, the Wilderness Act of 1964, which 

provides statutory protection for a wilderness area·,. is a 

superb tool for the protection of these productive wildlands. 

in Alaska, and in the few little places left in our nation. 

Mr. Chairman, we believe that there is a poor 

understanding of the Wilderness Act in our state. It is a 

misunderstanding which has been purposely portrayed to the 

general public who are being forced to believe that 

~ -- . 

wilderness designati.on locks an area up. The media and the 

Governor are partly responsible for these distortions. We 

also believe, from the performance at past wilderness hearing , 

that Alaskans who love this state in all its splendor and are 

living here because of it overwhelmingly favor the 

protection of this great land through designations such as 

wilderness areas. If th~ outdoorsmen, the hunters, guides, 

hikers, outdoor recreation industry, Native subsistence users 

tourist industry and that ordinary Alaskan who loves being 

here want anything at all left of this place, then they had 

best get on with the job of protecting it, or there won't be 
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ariy~:?uch places left to u~e and enjoy. 

2 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

3 Thank.you very much. Jack Hession. 

4 MR. JACK HESSION: 

5 Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Watson. I am Jack Hession 

6 rep~esenting the Sierra Club nationally and the Alaska 

7 Chapter of the Sierra Club. I appreciate the opportunity to 

8 appear here tonight in support of wilderness system · 

9 protection for the Semidi Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 

10 Inclusion of the refuge in the National Wilderness. 

11 Preservation system will insure -:.hat this important habitat 

for pelagic birds will remain in its present de facto 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

wilderness condition .. At first glance, it may seem 

superfluous to give such protection to this tiny remote, 

seldom visited group of islands. There are probably no 

commercially valuable minerals or other extractable resources 

that could give rise to conflict over the present proposal. 

How·ever, it is, of course, impossible to predict what the 

f~ture may bring. Wilderness preservation designation can 

insure the strongest possible protection for the island 

group and its wi~dlife in perpetuity. 

The Sierra Club congratulates the Bureau of Sport 

Fisheries and Wildlife for its Semidi Islands wilderness 

proposal and looks forward to similar proposals f_or the 

other Alaska refuges to be considered under the-Wilderness 

.. 
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Act 1964. Thank you. 

M.R. ROBERT PRICE: 

Thank you, Mr. Hession. Pete Martin. 

MR. PETE I'-1ARTIN: 

Mr. Chairman and members of the conunittee. My name is 

Pete Martin and I have a statement of the Wilderness Society 

that I would like to read to your group. 

The Wilderness Society, a national conservation 

organization, with headquarters in Washington, D.C., wishes 

to go on record in strong support of the conclusion of the 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife that all of the 

Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is fully qualified for 

admission into the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

The Wilderness. Society wi·th a national membership of 

some 80,000 members feel that it is exceedingly appropriate 

that the 256,000 acre wildlife refuge encompassing nine 

rocky islands be placed in the National Wilderness 

Preservation System. The Semidis are one of the spectacular 

wild wilderness lands and are one of the very few 

wilderness areas in the nation that include the surrounding 

submerged lands, thus encompassing in its entirety a viable 

marine ecosystem of national importance. The area contains 

about 8,122 acres with the balance consisting of submerged 

lands surrounding the islands. 

Many forms of wildlife require a wilderness condition 
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in order to survive. The extensive pelagic bird colonies 

of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge are an excellent example. 

Millions of seabirds crowd its rock ledges, while thousands 

of others whirl overhead. Offshore waters teem with feeding 

birds. The black-legged kittiwakes, the Pacific fulmars, the 

horned puffins, the common and thick-billed murres are 

dominant species, numbering in the millions during the 

breeding and nesting seasons. The American bald eagle is 

common on the refuge and the endangered peregrine falcon 

also finds haven here. All of the islands are used by 

nesting birds. The surrounding waters, rich in marine life, 

provide the food necessary to sustain such a massive 

concentration of wildlife. 

Created by administrative action, an Executive Order, 

the wildlife refuge·can be abolished by the same means. 

Wilderness designation would provide legal protection for 

this wilderness island s~nctuary, assuring the preservation 

of its natural qualities. 

In the past, the Alaska State Administration has 

repeatedly opposed all formal wilderness designation of any 

areas in Alaska, stating ·that they are opposed to such 

desigilation until -L-t...-~-- .! -
L..llCL t::: .L~ 

________ ,, 
UVt:::.l.O.L.L j!lO.li .Cor 

·Alaska. Not only are they asking the Department of Interior 

to disregard a mandate by the U. S. Congress that the 

:studies be completed before September 1974, but they are 
. I 
; I 

i 
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unwilling to stop or delay development which is rapidly 

shrinking the present de facto wilderness lands of Alaska. 

We, therefore, strongly urge the Department of Interior .and 

Congress to ignore such rhetoric. 

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge highly qualifies 

for wilderness and it should be so designated without .delay. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you. 

MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

. Thank you, Mr. i'1artin. I do not have the names of any 

more organization representatives that have left cards and, 

therefore, I will nm·1 go to the individual testimony. 

Roland dal Piaz. 

MR. ROLAND DAL PIAZ: 

My name is Roland dal Piaz. I am an Anchor<".ge resident, 

I live at 2820 68th Avenue here in Anchorage. 

The point raised by the gal from the Fairbanks 

Environmental Center is well taken about protecting the sea-

shore around the Semidi Islands. I am interested in marine 

biology and ter I got into the subject a little bit, I 

discovered that we are rapidly losing untouched lateral and 

shoreline waters around these United States -- around the 

>;·,Torld actu.::::.lly. And so frurc1 a. ve:r:y f.Jersonal and perhaps 

selfish point of view, I would like to see at least some 

untouched waters preserved to study when I achieve the state 

of training that it takes. Anyway, as far as the proposal I 
-37-
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goes, and I have read it, I can conclude that the Semidi 

Isla~ds are for the birds. A~d, recognizing that, I can 

only say that a wilderness proposal for the Semidi Islands 

4 let's do it. It sounds good to me. Thank you. 

5 MR. ROBERT PRICE: 

6 

7 

Thank you, Mr. dal Pi~z. Charles Konisberg. Do you 

wish to make a statement? 

8. MR. CHARLES KONISBERG: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I'1y name is Charles Konisberg. I speak for myself as a 

resident of Anchorage. 

I fully support the proposal ~nd I think most of what 

can be said has been said. I respond to your invitation to 

speak only to ask one question of Mr. Watson, if I may, 

with respect to his intFoductory remark relative to if the 

Congress should decide that it wants to exclude the waters 

from fishing at a subsequent date, you would recommend that 

the adjacent waters be excluded from the wilderness area 

proposal. And I would want a little clarification; at any 

rate, a suggestion, Mr. Watson. ·Given the fact of 

increasing populations around the world, given the fact that 

fisheries is one of the areas in which a greater and greater 

degree of exploitation can be expected, does this make sense?! 

If the proposal is for the essentially for the protection 

of the birds and for the human pleasure in knowing and seeing 

that the birds are there and you allow, subsequently, an 
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increased degree of fishing, then, of course, you imperil the 

2 birds. I am not arguing ~·~· I "v;ant to make it most cle,:~r that! 

3 I am not arguing for a cancelation of the fishing at 

4 obviously a level that presently is being done, th~re's 

5 no conflict. But it's not hard to look not too far down the 

6 road and see the potential for a considerable conflict 

7 between the degree of fishing and the existence of birds. 

8 MR. GORDON WATSON: 

9 Well, I think that the only 1.:ray to respond to this is 

10 that I believe what we have got here is an either/or 

11 proposition. That either Congress buys the wilderness 

12 proposal"with the proviso that fishing can continue, or they 

will give us a choice of permitting fishing and excluding 

14 wilderness; or creating wilderness and excluding fishing. 

15 And then we don't knmv how Congress would react. I think 

16 that our position at this point is that, if Congress gave us 

17 that choice, then we v-muld prob?.bly de the surrounding 

18 lands. The surrounding waters, submerged lands. 

19 MR. CHARLES KONISBERG: 

20 I would simply like to reemphasize that this is kind of 

21 a future problem and conflict that will have to more 

directly addres Perhaps in this proposal, but surelyi 

23 in the not too stance future. 

24 MR. GORDON WATSON: 

Again, there is an alternative by regulation of take~ 
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MR. CHARLES KONISBERG: 

-Yes, exactly. that \•70Uld be what I, you know, or 

if I could, I \hfould recommend. Thank you. 

4 MR.-ROBERT PRICE: 

5 Is there anyone e e who desires to make a statement at 

6 this hearing. There none, it now becomes my duty to 

7 
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close the hearing. Before doing so, let me remind you that 

the hearing record will be kept open 45 days after the 

date of today•s hearing for the filing of written statements 

or other material. While the Department of Interior invites 

written expression on this wilderness proposal at any time, 

in order-to be made a part of the of cial hearing record, 

all written expressions must be in of ce of the Alaska 

Area ctor, Anchorag.e, Alaska, in 45 days. After 

date, written advice should be sent to the Secretary of the 

Interior, Washington 1 D. C., or the Director of Sport 

Fis s and Wildli , Washington, D.C. Anyone wishing a 

copy of the transcript should make personal arrangements 

with reporter. 

I wish to thank everyone for your cooperation given 

during s hearing, and since there is nothing further in 

connection with the hearing and no more stimony or 

evidence to be offered, the hearing stands adjourned. Thank 

you. 

HEARING ADJOURNED AT 9:30 P.M. 
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TEO: ST~VF.NS 1 AL.A.SI<A 

THOMAS J. SCOTT, CHIEF CLERK 
WM, W, WOODRUFF, COUNSEL. 

Mro Gordon We Watson 
Area Director 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

w.o.sHINGToN, b.c. zosto 

January 16, 1973 

.I~. N 2 219"13 
Office i1f \lio Area Directot 

Anchorcoe, Alc;ska 

u.s. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife SeL~ice 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchoragef Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr G ~vatson: 

In Senator Stevens' absence, I am acknowledging 
receipt of your January 5 letter regarding the scheduling 
of a public hearing in connection with a proposal to 
classify the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wilder
ness. 

Thank you for keeping the Senator advised of your 
activities. 

ROBERT GROSECLOSE 
Special Assistant to 
TED STEVENS 
United States Senator 



JENNINGS RANDOLPH* VI. VA~* CHAIRMAN 

EDMUND S« M:USY'Ur. MAINS 
S. EVERETT JORDAN, N.C. 
JOSEPH M. MOI'I"{OYA 1 N. MEX. 
THOMAS F. EAGL..ETONt MO. 
MlKE GRAVEL. ALASKA 
JOHN V,. TUNNEY~ CALIF .. .-:YD BENTSEN, TEX~ 

W'\1NE S. EOWJ\RDS1 I...A,. 

JOHN SHERMAN COOP£R, KY .. 
J. CALEB COGGs, DEL. . 
I-IOWARD K. EAKI!.R, Jn.:·TENH. 
P-'06ERT J~ DOLE, KANS. 
JAMES 1-. BUCKLG:Yy N,Y. 
ROBERT T ~ STAFFORD, VT. 
KARL. E.. MUNDT, S. DJ\K. 

'M. BARRY MEYER. CHfF_ft COUNSr:- ANO CHIEF CJ...ERh 

Mr. Gordon w. Watson 
Area Director 

COMMITTEE ON PUBI..IC WORKS 

\.'VASH:NGTON, D.C. 20510 

January 24, 1973 
Guroau of Sport Fi~hories and Wildlife . 

RECEIVE.; 

.L'-'. N 3 11873 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

Senator Gravel is presently in Alaska, and I 
am therefore taking the liberty of writing to you 4lt regarding your letter of January 5, 1973. 

Unfortunately Senator Gravel will be unable 
to attend the public hearing on a proposal to 
classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge. He will. be in Alaska 
on the week-end of February 18th, but then must 
return to Washington, D. c., due to a prior 
commitment. 

His key· staff member in charge of Wildlife 
Ref.uge here in Washington, D. C., has .been advised 
of this hearing and you should receive the Senator's 
views concerning this issue within the very near 
f~u~. · 

The Senator did want me to .convey his personal 
regrets in. not b~in!J ~-ble to attend .this hearing. 
He wishes you a very successful. and productive meetinge 

S ~erely, . 

v-.t/~-L-~~<'b-«) 
. • Jerri Bigelow 

Special Assistant 
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I ~~~IN THE.·~. SENATE 

'i 

.'!Introduced: 2/6/7 3 . 
·.Referred: ·Resources ._, 

I,. 

2 ·I . . 
J 

I' 
4 ,j 

_51
1

1 . I 

6 ·I L 
li 

BY CROFT . AND · POLAND . 

IN THE LEGISLATURE. OF 'I'HE STATE OF ALASKA 
I 

EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

'•'-' ~ ': ' 

Relating to the Semidi· Nation~l 
1 

Wildlife R~fuge. 

7)/BE IT RESOLVED BY Tl-.:E LEGISLATOR~ OF THE. STATE OF ALASKA: 

•// •"HEREAS the Sem1di National Wildlife Refuge contains approximate.ly 
9 ~256,000 acres ot land and waters located in the Gulf of Alaska; and 

ro II 
/I WHEREAS no development or physical manipulation of the habitat of the 
r . 

11 1jisemidi Island~ has occurred, nor is any ·planned; and 
12 I . . 

I \'I'HEREAS a total of ~3 species of birds has been identified on the 
13 ! . 

· A jislands including tl:le endangered peregrint\_ falcon and. a variety of marine 
., 14 i . 

/)oar..:nals inhabit the surrounding ocean waters; and 
. I 

15jl .·· ~ d . 
11 ~:HEREAS the massive concentration o ... birds an . as.sooiated marine. 

·
16

/ resources in a relatively isolated setting provides ~n~sual opportuni tieo 

::I, for scientific. studies which may provide many: answers to tho complex ecology 

~within a coastal ecosystem; and · 

_ ..,. National Wildli_fe Refuge as wilderneoo 
19

11 · WHEREAS design"ting the S. emidi 
20/ . . 

11would provide legislative pro.te.ction to the refuge and will assure that the 
21 :1· .. 

. 1
1
1nsu1ar ecosystem will r.emain in a natural state for the use and enJoyment 

221 . ' . . 
of this and future generati'ons ·of Americans; and 

23j . 

J 

vrnEP£AS the Secretary of Interi_or must, in the near future, n1ake recom-
241 . 

'mendations to the President of the United State~ as to the desirability of 
25 

including. this refug~ in the National _\\'ilderness Prese;rv:ation System; 
26 . . t:. . 

I BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska Legislature that it urgently requests the 

. · 
27 

!/secretary of the Interior to make favorable recommendations to the President j ·: 
4ilr8 

!1of the United States regarding the inclusion of the Semidi Nationp.l Wildlife 

1

1 
2911 . 

refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

I . -l- SJR 16 I 
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I 
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i .I 



I 
Je 

d. 

i· 

. -~ '. . ,. 

COPIES o£ this resolution shall be· sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

2 Nixon, President o£ the United States; the Honorable Rogers C. B. Morton, 

3 ecretary, Department of the Interior; and to th.e Honorable Ted Stevens and 

, ,the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, members o£ the Alaska delegation 

5 in Congress. 
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The Office of 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

The Honorable Nicholas J. Begich 
United States House of Representatives 
1057 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Sir: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. :. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre. 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to review within ten years of the effective 
date of the Act, every roadless area of 5,000 acres or more ·and every 
rc,adless island within the National Wildlife Refuge System and report 
to the President his recommendation as to the suitability or non-suit
ability of each such area as wilderness, 

Any comments you may care to make will be includ~d by the Secretary 
of the Interior with. any recommendations h~ may make to the President and 
which the President may make to the Congress with respect to the proposal. 
Enclosed is a copy of a brochure describing the proposal and a notice of 
public hearing on the matter. 

You are invited to present your views at the public hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by March 23, 1973. Should you wish to discuss the 
matter, I will be gJ_ad to meet with you at.a time and place of your choice. 

Si:;:;.cerely youJ:::s, 

Area Director 

~ Enclosure 
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UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISH:l.:RIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

The Honorable Mike Gravel 
United States Senate · 
1251 New Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Gravel: 

January .5, 1973 

II 

This will info~ you that a public hearing will be held on Februa~ 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

.. Public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs the 
· .Secretary of the Interior to revie~:r within ten y~:: 3.rs of the effective 

date of the Act, every roadless area of 5,000 acres or more and every 
rciadless island within the National Wildlife Refuge System and report 
to the lt"esident his recommendation as to the suitability or nvn-suit
abili~y of each such area as wilderness. 

Any comments you may care to make will be included by the Secretary 
of the Interior with any recommendations he may make to the President and 
which the President may make to the Congress with respect to the proposal. 
Enclosed is a copy of a brochure describing the proposal and a notice of 
public hearing on the matter. 

You are invited to present your views at the~blic hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by March 23; 1973. Should. you ~~sh to discuss the 
matter' l._ will be glad to meet with you at a time and place of your choice. 

Sincerely ycu!:e, 

Enclosure 

, ... -
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska-Area Office 

I 

The Honorable Ted Stevens 
United States Senate 
317 Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

l 

Dear Senator Stevens: 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January. 3, 1973 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to review within ten years of the effective 
.date of the Act, every roadless a~ea of 5,000 acres or more and every 
roadless island within the National Wildlife Refuge System and report 
to the President his recommendation as to the suitability or non-suit
ability of each such area as wilderness. 

Any comments you may care to make will be included by the Secretary 
of the Interior with any recommendations he may make to the President and 
which the President may make to the Congress •vith respect to the proposal. 
Enclosed is a copy of a brochure describing the proposal and·a notice of 
public hearing on the matter. · 

You are invited to present your views at the public·hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by March 23, 1973 •. Should you wish to discuss the 
matter, I will be glad to meet with you at atime.and place of your choice. 

Sincerely yours, 
l 

~1A- {4) tti:;£~ 

Area _Director 

,41 Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
.DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH. AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office ··'t· 

813 D Street 
Ancbo7age, Alaska 99501 

January 9, 1973 

Mrs. Barbara Andrews 
Office of Senator Ted Stevens 
P.O. Bpx 1960 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

! 
Dear Mrs. Andrews: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be. held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat~ 890), directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to review within ten years of the effective 
date of the Act, every roadless area of 5,000 acres or more. and every 
roadless island within the National Wildlife Refuge System and report 
to the President his recommendat"lon as to the suitability or non-suit
ability of each such area as wilderness. 

Any comments you may care to make will be included by the Secretary 
of the Interior with any recommendations he may make to the President and 
which the President may make to the Congress with respect to the proposal. 
Enclosed is a copy of a brochure describing the proposal and a notice of 
public hearing on the matter. 

You are invited. to present your vietvs at the public hearing or to submit 
them to me in writing by March 23, 1973. Should you wish to discuss the 

.·.matter, I will be glad to meet With you at a time and place of your choice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Area Director 

· Ell,closure 
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UN I TED STATES 
DEPAeTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SE:RVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

·January 5; 1973 

The Honorable Henry·M. Jackson, Chairman 
Commit.tee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
Suite 3106, New Senate Office Building 
Washin~ton, D.C. 20510 

It 

I , . . 
Dear Senator Jackson: . 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. · 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adyi::;ed of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of. 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973 •. 

Sincerely yours, 

? ;J. l l(j'- .7f-.:-~1.-t. . !.t) V I o.i&f~~ 
ordon W. Watson . 

· rea Director 

Enclosure· 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
· BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office· 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5~ 1973 

The Honorable Wayne.Aspinall, Chairman 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
Suite !1324, Longworth House Office Building. 
Washirlgton, D.C. 20515 

" 
Dear Congressman Aspinall: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890)., provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior.will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress •. 

Enclosed for the information.of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure.regarding the proposal. 

We invite ·you or your authorized representative to present the vie>v-s of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by _March 23, 1973 •. 

·Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 
. . A' ' ..4---

.. · I I · , I f ; 

. t~f~ .. f)J {,u~~C-v,_ 
ardon w. Watson · 

il Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND W1LDLIFE 

Alaska· Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Janua:ry 5, 1973 

The Honorable Edward A •. Garmatz, Chairman 
Commit.tee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
Suite 133. 4, Longworth House Office Building 

' Washington, D.C. 20515 
". 

I 
Dear Congressman Garmatz: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilcierness the 256,0.00 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that< 
the federal and stjte agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior wil.l consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me inwriting 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

. Sincerely yours, 

/f ' "! ! ! 1/ " . ~ 0'~·1 I --r-. vY..c'!&1.-~.-l , .., .. (.; CL~~O--v.__,_. 
ardon W. Watson 

Area Director 
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SECTIGJ' XII. 

CCMMJNICATIONS FROM STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS, DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

PART A. LETTERS RECEIVED PRIOR TO HEARING 

PART B. TESTUDNY RECEIVED 1U HEARING 

PART C. LETTERS RECEIVED AFrER HEARING 

Dept. of Health & Social Services; Office of 
the Commissioner, Frederick McGinnis, 
Pouch H., Juneau, AK 99801. 

· Office of the Governcr; R. W. Pavitt , AIP, 
Director, Pouch AD, Juneau, AK 99801. 

OTHER STATES: 

State of Michigan, Dept. of Natural 
Resources, A. Gene Gazlay, Director, 
Lansll..s, MI 48926. 

Notification sent to officials prior to hearing. 

Testirony No. 

None .. 

None 

2 

1 

1 
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OFFI(;E OF TilE GOVERNOR 

\. 

Mr. GordonW. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife 

· U.S . Department of the Interior 
6917 Seward Highway 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

STATE PLANNING AND RESEARCH 

March 16. 1973 

. Lt..u t?. ;;.(24. ~· 

6/itt.~? 
{JJ J.J.v .. j.JAJ-4,.-:' -----· ----

WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

ae, llJ.fA$~ tw· 
·G-w. 

~~~~o- ~-;.· 
POUCHLAit7. JUNfflU 99~01 . C:._._J'O (·;2 ,-,.__ 
PHONE S8~~38fl ~:J:;rt fis,J;:ries and W'Jd'·t -

. R E C E I V E iJ ' u.e 

,, 

. ft·JAR .1 :g1873 
Office of the Ar<J(j PiriiettJt 

Anchorcse, A/es/t,g 

Enclosed herewith is the State of Alaska's testimony with respect to the s·emidi 
·Islands Wilderness Proposal recently held for public hearing by your agency, 

e Copies of this statement htve been sent to the Honorable Jack Horton. Assistant 
Secretary of Interior; the Honorable Mike Gravel and the Honorable Ted Stevens. 
U.S. Senators and to the Honorable Don Young. U.S. Representative from 
Alaska. 

.Enclosures 

R. W. Pavitt. AlP 
Director 

--.: 
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Testimony of the 

·STATE OF ALASKA 
--~\ 

~ regarding the 

SEJ.VIIDI ISLANDS WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 

to the 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries arid Wildlife 

U.S: Department of the Inte:!:"ior 

_The State of Alaska subsc;:ribes to the basic principles expressed in the 
. . 

-Wilderne~s Act of 1964 (P .L. 88-577) . In a rapidly 'urbanizing nation. it 

is essential that lands be designated for preservation and protection in their 

natural condition. so that the h{xman satisfaction of awilderness experience 

is not lost to man in the future. 
. ''· .· 

Regardless of the fact that much of Alaska's land resource will remain isolated 

and untouched well into the future. it is indeed wise that the agencies of govern-
. - -

ment. both federal and stc::.te, as trustees· of the public lands should jointly and-

comprehensively be analyzing and evaluating these lands so that formal wilderness 

.esignaticins may be proposed. _ 

No area yet proposed for wilderness designation in the State of Alaska has come 

as close as the Semidi group to qualifying as a defacto wilderness area._ There 

is nothing to indicate that designation as wilderness would alter in any -way the 

management of the area, nor its value as an undisturbed primitive area. It has 

not, however. been reviewed as to its place in the overall system of wilderness 

in Alaska (nor in the nation) • and that deficiency is where the proposal departs 

from the accepted tenets of sound land-use planning. 

The Semidi Islands area possesses many characteristics which set it apart from 

other primitive areas and point to it as a logical choice for wilderness designa-

- . tion, such as its relative isolation. its separation by a significant distance from 

the mainland and the relative difficulty with which it is reached, its ecosystem 

which is unique and essential to the maintenance of the pellagic bird life in the 

area of the Pacific, and its lack of human habitatioi1. Yet, we cannot endorse the 

inclusion of the Semidi Islands in the wilderness system at this time. 

e 
The selection process for areas to be included in an acceptable 11 wilderness 

system of land uses" which can be endorsed by the State includes considera

tion of the Semidi Islands in terms of all the areas and land uses within Alaska. 



The Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act (P .L. 92-203) established a Federal--. 

State Land Use Planning Commission to aid in the implementation of the Act. Among 

the charges to this commission are the follow:ng mandates: 

to undertake a process of land use planning. including the 
· identification of _and the making of recommendations concern
. ing areas planned and best suited for permanent reservation 
in federal ownership as parks. game refuges 1 and other public 
uses .... ~ .• 

•' . . . . < . . . . ': 

· reView existing withdrawals of federal public lands and recom
mend to the President of the United States such additions to or 
modificaljons of withdrawals as are deemed desirable; 

'· ' 
make recqmmendations to improve coordination and consultation 
between the state ·and federal governments in making resource 

. allocation and land use decisions; '' · 

These, and the other respOJ?.sibilities assigned to this Federal-Sta~e Commission 

_indicate to us a major responsibility with respect to substantive land use 

allocations in Alaska~ The requirements of the Wilderness Act of 1964 (P .L. 

88-577) notwithstanding. it is our considered judgement that the Land Use 

Planning Commission should be involveq. in recommendations to the Secretary of 

Interior that bear on the. designation of lands in Alaska as segments-of the 

National Wilderness System. 

i We respectfully submit that only through the mechanism of joint-federal-,state 

land use planning anc;i involvement of all concerned parties in the comprehensive 

study of the Semidi Islands in the context of all of Alaska's land resources~ can a 

·.meaningful-wilderness proposal be put forth-- one.that can be enthusiastically 
I 

; supported by the State of Alaska as being in the best interest of the people of the-
J. . . . -- '. ' - . .. . . 

: State and the nation. 

·-e· 
• 

Office of the Governor 

Division of Planning and Research 

PoucH AD 

Juneau. Alaska · 99801 



.~¥&¥~ @W &~&~~£I WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

DEPT. OF ID:EALTH AND SOCIAL §ERVI~ES/ 
,..., OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER POUCH H - JUNEAU 99801 

f ~ rt Fi··l~ries a;~d Wi\a,:;e 
LJrccu o .,po ~· w • 

RECEIVEL:l 

'" MAR 2 11973 
Office of ihe Area Dira<;tor 

Anchorage, A!cs\(g 

March 19, 1973 

Gordon W. Watson, Area Director 
United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

Re:· Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 

With regard to hearings held on the above captioned project, it was determined 
that the proposal as drafted offers rio conflict with the statutory objectives, 
duties or policies of this Department; therefore, no objection has been 
expressed to its implementation. 

FM:LAM:jmu 
cc: Division of Public Health 

Sincerely, 

Frederick McGinnis 
Commissioner 



'-TURAL RESOURCES 

HARRY H. WHITELEY 
Chairman 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

CARL T. JOHNSON 

E. M .• ALA WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governor 

HILARllr SNELL 

CHARLES G. YOUNGLOVE 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAl RESOURCES 
STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING, LAN.:.ING, MICHIGAN 48926 

filAR 1 91f17.1 
Office of the Area Director· 

Anchorcge, Alosko 

tE 
I EAT 
KE 
ATE 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

. A. GENE GAZLA Y, Director 

· March 15, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 
,, 

We are aware of the hearings concerning the Wilderness proposal within 
the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

As resource managers with a strong interest in both the National Wildlife 
Refuge System and wilderness preservation objectives, this agency wishes 
to be on record as endorsing the conclusion reached as a result of a 
study. 

We concur with the conclusion that designating the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness will·provide legislative protection 
to the refuge and will assure that the insular ecosystem >v.ill remain 
in a natural state for the use and enjoyment of this and future 

1 generations. 

We appreciate the opportunity to register comments. 

1~ 
· A. Gene Gazlay 

Director 

·"" 
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• UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU O,F SPORT FISHERIES AND \ULDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

·Anchorage; Alaska ... 99501 

January 5, 1973. 

Bruce Campbell, Commissioner 
Alaska Department of Highways 
Box 1467 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

" 
Dear.Commissioner Campbell: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

. puplic views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. ·890), provides that 
the federal .and state agencies concerned be advibed of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

· We invite you or your authorized representative. to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

. . r-u~ w tlfcc~ 
ardon W. Watson 

Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area .Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

J·anua:ty '-5, 1973 

· John· Havelock, Attorney General 
Office of the Governor 
Pouch AD 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Mr. Havelock: 

This ~.rill inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Ar.chorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

· public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. · 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat.-890), provides that 
the federal and st~te agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Encl~sed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

. {f~ [() {(/~l;c~. 
{/.Gordon W. Watson 
· Area Director 
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UNJ.TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alasta Area Office 
8li3 D Street 

Anchorage:t Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

James W. Brooks, Commissioner 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Subpart Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 ,, 
Dear Commissioner Brooks: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public. views on a proposal to classify as wildarness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3~ 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and stcte agencies co11cerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of yovr departmentare copies of the public 
notice·and brochure regarding the proposal. 

. ·we invite you or your authorized reJllresentative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

·~~ tv' ?{)a-tii~-v~ 
.. Gordori W. Watson 
· Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Bt:JIB:EAU OF SPORT :o'ISHERIES AND WILDLIFE . 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

·Dr. Max Brewer, Commissioner 
Department of Envir0mental Conservation 
FOSS Building, Pouch 0 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Commissioner Brewer: It 

·This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J, Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be.advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Iru:erior will consider any views·you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the informattion of your department are copies of the public 
notice ~d brochure regarding the proposal. 

·we invite you or your au!thorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by·March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 
.• "'7 -- r.J.--

. ()-<Let~~~ [U t.//~t;&~. 
ordon W. · Watson 

s rea Director 

Enclosure 

.. ,;,. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THJ:: INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alas~. Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January '5, 1973 

George W. Easley, C~mmissioner 
· Department of Public Works · 
Pouch Z · · · 

· Juneau, Alaska 99801 · 

" Dear Commissioner J;:asley: 

This will inform you that a publi~ hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z~ J. Loussac Library in Ancho·rage, Alaska, to ascertain 

. public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the. 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Sta:t. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of . the proposed ac.tiori •.... _ -
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
.with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite.you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or. to submit them to me in writing 

·by March 23, 1973. · 

Sincerely yours, 

·~·. ~"*. ~ /.{)[[~4k~ 
;: Gordon W. Watson · 

Area Director 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES· 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND_WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BU8EAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813. D Street 

Anchorage,· Alaska 99501 

· Mr. Brian Ma11ott, .Commissioner 
Department of Community and Regional Affairs 
Pouch B 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Commissioner Mallott: 

January 5, 1973 

,, 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

. public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advis·:::d of the proposed action.' .. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclo,sed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure.regarding the proposal. · 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. · · 

Area Director 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
. BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska.· Area Office 

' f 
. I 

Senator Joe-Josephson 
State Co-Chairman 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

.. January 5, 1973 

Joint federal/State Land-Us~ Planning Commission 
· 733 West. Fourth Avenue 
· Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

. I . 

II 

Dear Senator Josephson: 

.This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 

. Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public . 
~otice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present· the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit. them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

.. . Sincerely yours, 

~-!<- tt(/ {/j~ 
I /Gordon W. Watson · 
jl Area Director · 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WI!-DUFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area. Office 
813 D Street 

I 

Anchorag~, Alaska 99501 

Charles F. Herbert, Commissioner 
Department of :Natural Resources 
Pouch M 

I . 
Juneau, .AJ.aska 99801 

I 

Dear Commissioner Herbert: 

January 5, 1973 

If 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public .views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), prov~des that·· 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of. the. proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you ca~e to submit 
with his recommendat;i.ons to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice a~d brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative .to present the views of 
your department at the. public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973 . 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BU~EAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

A!aska.Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Frederick McGinnis, ·Commissioner 
Department of Health and Welfare 
State Capitol Building 
Pouch A 
Juneau, ·Alaska 99801 

Dear Commissioner McGinnis: 

January 5, 1973 

" 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wiidlife Refuge. 

4lt The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies co~cerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the Presid.ent and to Congress. · 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the·proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to. me in writing 

. by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

. Jjd~ f))!JJ~~ 
·l/ Gordon W. Watson .. 
II Area Director 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND \'11LDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Irene Ryan, Commissioner 
Department of Economic Development 
State Capitol Building· 
Pouch A 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 II 

Dear Commissioner Ryan: 

This will inform you that a public hearing tvill be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre· 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are-copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

/[~~w.:~5U~~ 
v Area Director 

Enclosure 

i 
. I 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE . 

Alaska Area .Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Kenneth Kadow, Jr.,·Commissioner 
Department of Commerce 
State Capitol Building 
Pouch A 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Commissioner Kadow: 

January 5, 1973 

,, 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February. 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat~ 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies. concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are'copiesof the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We. invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

' FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska·Area Office 

t' 

I 

I 
Robert W. Pavitt, AlP 
Planni~g and Research 
Pouch A 

I . 
Juneau;, Alaska 99801 

! 
Dear Mr. ·Pavitt:. 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wild~rness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and st:·.te agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action • 
. The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the p'resident and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. · 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

t;;/Mtftr-'- /{) tLcJ!;;i;~ 
fJ ~~rdon \v. Watson 

Area Director 
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SECTION XIII 

C(l.M{JNICATIONS .FROM FEDERAL OFFICIALS, DEPAR'IMENTS, .AND AGENCIES 

·_ INDEX 

PART"A.: LETI'ERS RECEIVED PRIOR 10 HEARING Testimony No. 

Bureau of Mines; Director, E.F. Osbom, United 5 
· States ~artment of the Interior, Washington, 

D.C~ 20240 . 

Colllllerce., ·.Assistant Secretary; Richard 0. SimPson, 3 
Acting .Assistant Secretary for Science and . 
Technology, Washington, D.C. 20230. 

Defe~e, Office of the .Assistant Secretary of; 4 
Edward J. Sheridan, Deputy .Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, Washington, D. C. 20301 

Federal Aviation Administration, Alaska Region, 1 
Thomas J. Creswell, Director, 632 6th Ave, 

. Anchorage, AK. 99 501 

Forest Service, United States Department of 
Agriall ture, F. LeRoy Bond, Director of 
Recreation, Washington, D. C. 20250 

6 

Geological Survey, J.R. Balsley, Acting Director, 2 
United States Departmmt of the Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 20242 · 

Land-Use Plarming Commission for Alaska, Jack Horton, 8 
Federal Co-Chairman, 733 W. 4th Ave., Suite 400, 
.Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

National Park Service, John A.· Rutter, Director, 7 . 
Pacific Northwest Region, 931 4th ami Pike Bldg, 
Seattle, WA 98101 

PART B: TESTIMONY RECIEVED AT HEARING 

PART C:- LE'l'I'ERS RECIEVED AFTER HEARING 

U.S. Dept. of Coliiilerce, NOAA, Robert W. McVay, 
P.O. Box 1668, Juneau, AK 99801. 

U~S. Coast Guard, Dept. of Transportation, U.A. Palmer, 
Comrnan.der, Seventeenth C.G. District, FPO Seattle, 
WA 98771. 

Notifications sent to officials prior to hearing. 

none 

. 10 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAl AVIATION ADMII\USTRAT~ON 

1 'l JAN 1973 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

ALASKAH REGIO~ 
632 SIXTH AVENUE , 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99S0t 

TEL.F.:PHONE 272-S55t 

Gur.;ov of "oo t p· • 
v; r ·nnories 0•1d \·\'·! "·f n E c f I v' E ~- ltOII.e 

·MN 1 91973 
Office of the Area o· !rector 

Anchorage, Aloskq 

This is in response to your letter of 5 January 1973 relative to the 

proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre Semidi National 

Wildlife Refuge. The proposal does not conflict vd th our plans and 

missions; aviation industry plans, as we know them, will not have 

adverse impact. 

J;:.~ 
THOMAS J. ~SWELL 
D~rector . 



•·. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

Curc:au of .Soc· r:·-· . ' , t / .. n:::nas Cl•ld u ,.,__,,., 
R E C E I V = . vvt~c,.J,e 

'- -

J~ N 1 9 l.ci?.] 
Office of ;:,,. Aroa 0 . 

~ ~ :rector 
Anchorcge, Alcok.a 

:Mr. Gordon W. Watson, Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchor_age, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

JAN 1 7 1973 

Thank you for the information on the Sernidi National Wildlife Refuge 
and for the invitation to express our view on the wilderness proposal 
at a public hearing to be held on February 20, 1973,' at Anchor_age, 

. Alaska. 

The Geological Survey has not made a mineral survey of the area and 
has no c'omment to make regarding the proposal. 

Sincerely yom's, 



,;:.;--\ 
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TrH:: ASSiSTANT SEC~ETARY OF C:Oii'i!H\liERCE 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

JAN 17 1973 

Mr. Gordon W~ Watson, Area Director 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mro Watson: 

Gu:oau of ~pert fi::.hories and Wildilfe 
RECEIVE .... 

,J,~f\1 2 21973 
OHice of lhe Area Director 

Anchorage, Alcsko 

Thank you for your letter of January. 5; 1973, to 
Secretary Peterson, announcing a public hearing on a 
proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refugeo This matter has been 
directed to the attention of Dr. Sidney R. Galler, Deputy e Assistant Secretary for Environmental Affairs. 

Dro Galler will direct the Departmental review and provide 
you with any comments which may be forthcoming. In order 
to expedite the Department's review, further correspondence 
concerning this proposal should be addressed to Dr. Galler. 

Sincerely, 

~{P-~ 
Richard .0. Simpson 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Science and Technology 

1;, 

r 
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OFfiCE Of THE ASSIST ANT SI:CRH ARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

IR 
INSTALLATIONS AND LOGISTICS 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
A:rea Director 

2 S JAN 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

/ 

U. S, Department of the Interior 
Alaska .Axea Office 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. \•Tat son: 

This is in response to your letter of January 5, 1973 to the Honorable 
Elliot L. Richardson, Secretary of Defense designee, whereby you advised 
of public hearings on February 20, 1973 at the Z. J. Loussac Library in 
Anchorage, Alaska, on a proposal to classify as wilderness 256,000 acres 
of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Department of Defense has no objection to this proposal and does not 
plan, at this time, to be represented at the hearings. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ~ tl;i?~ 
~u.£]~.~ 

lliw~dJ. kw~rum . 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Installations and Housing) 

~· 
i. 



• 
. THE: D!RE:CTOR 

Qnited States Depart1r1ent of the Interior 
BUREAU OF MINES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

In Reply Refer To: 
MBM 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 

~II"? 1' Lq"7·") JL\, \' ,) kJ ;l 

OHice of lhe Area Director 
Anchorage, Alcsko 

·Area Director. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

January 19, 1973 

Thank you for the brochure on the wilderness proposal for the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge and the invitation to present our views. We will be unable to 
have a representative attend the January 20 public hearing in Anchorage. 

While we concur that no mineral resources are known to occur in the Semidi 
Islands, the Bureau of Mines and Geological Survey did not make a mineral 
survey of them. We, therefore, believe that while the wilderness system would 
benefit by the inclusion of this remote bird sanctuary, our information is 
too scanty to preclude the possibility that mineral deposits do exist. We 
cannot help but believe that a mineral survey \Vould better round o:ut the 
total picture of what is involved in the proposal. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. F. Osborn 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

Washington, D.C. 20250 

r Mr. Gordon W. Watson, Area Director 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

LAnchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

19""') ~~ /,'j 
Office ~f the A 

' . reo Oirecto 
nilchorage At· r 

'"- c:sko 

Thank you for your January 5 letter regarding the public hearing 
on your Semidi Wilderness Proposal. We have revietved the proposal 
and draft environmental statement DES 72-116 which pertains to the 
area and offer the following comments. 

We can se~ no justification for inclusion of over 247,000 acres of 
water in your wilderness proposal for nine islands containing 8,422 
acres. The water surface is used by power boats for commercial 
fi~hing purposes, and probably for whatever recreation and scientific 
use is made of the area. The Wilderness Act (Sec. 4(d)(l)) allows the 
use of motorboats where the use has already become established as an 
exception to the general prohibitions contained in the Act. However, 
the Act (Sec. 4(c)) prohibits commercial enterprises in wilderness 
(except as necessary to meet the minimum requirements for the 
administration of the area for the purpose of the Act), subject to 
existing private rights. The proposal does not show that the 
commercial fishing is an existing private right, but submits that the 
use would be permitted as an existing power boat use, without 
addressing the Wilderness Act 1 s exclusion of commercial enterprises. 
We suggest the Wilderness proposal be limited to the land area so 
that the conclusion stated in the proposal is unambiguous about 
whether the area qualifies for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

6200.11 (1/69) 



United States Departlnent of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

L48 
(PNR)CA 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Pacific Northwest Re g!on 

931 Fourth and Pik. Building 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

February 6, 1973 

CurcGU of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVEcJ 

FEB 9 . 1973 
Mrc Gordon Wo Watson 
Director, Alaska Area Office 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

Offke of I he Area Director 
Anchorage, Alosko 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

~~4 
Dear ~-ita~son: 

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the wilderness 
proposal for Semidi National Wildlife Refugee 

We note that all of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is still in a 
natural state and that no development or physical manipulation of the 
habitat is plannedo Therefore, vle are very pleased to offer our 
endorsement of your well prepared proposal. 

Sincerely yours, 

!'1 E--c--
Jonn A:-kutter~ 

,. 

L 
r 
•· 



---------------------------.--- - -

Federal-State 

Land Use Planning. Cmnmission 

For Alaska 
9urcau of ~;.>cr.t Fi~hzries and \Vik1:ife 

RECEIVE, 

FF.R 1 4 !87:~ 
Office: of I he Area Director 

Ancho~cge, Alc3ka 

733 W. FOURTH AVENUE, SUITE 400 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

February 12, 1973 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Area Director 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

bear Gordy: 

Thank you for the notice and brochure on the 
wilderness hearing for the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge to be held in Anchorage on 
February 20. 

Unfortunately, members of the Commission or 
staff will be unable to attend the.hearing 
session. We would be particularly interested 
in receiving a copy of the analysis of the 
hearing record when it is prepared. 

Sincerely y:ours, 
" r --~!/.. .;-o-'; ! ~ 

f if ,.~ .·?_1 ?'"""'~ f ..r !t·. ;;.~···q . .:·>~~$ 

I fP u tl , .. ~ • 
"-A'\ .... ""' .f. "''-

( 

Jack Horton 

1
/Federal Co-Chairman 

~/ J'.d:cmw • 
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DEPARTMENT Of TRANSPORTATION 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

Bureau of Sr. eft ficheries and Wildlife 
·R E C E I V E J 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Director, Alaska Area 

:Ji'~ ,.;; -a-,., 
1'1!\;'. ()' !.,1. :i 

'Otlic6 d •he Area Director 
Anchorage, Alaska 

U. S. Department of· the Interior 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

ADDRESS REPLY TO" 

COMMANDER (0) 
SEVENTEENTH COAST GUARD 

DISTRICT 
FPO SEATTLE, WASH. 98771 

3000 
Ser 3032 

2 B F£8 1973 

Thank you for your letter of January 5,1973 concerning the Semidi·Wilder
ness Proposal. 

My staff, after reviewing the proposal~ has determined that its adoption 
will have no effect on routine Coast Guard operations, including search 
and rescue, fisheries law enforcement, and pollution prevention. No 
aids to navigation are installed on the Semidi Islands and we do not 
anticipate the need for any in the foreseeable future. However, if such 
should become necessary at some later date, I trust we would be able 
to negotiate for a minor light installation in amanner provided for 
in other areas of Alaska under consideration for inclusion in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

/z;~~~~. ' /6~~c--
// ~:- ALMER 

" -~=~Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard 
Comma~·~ Seventeenth Coast Guard District 
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·.Date . March 22, 1973 • 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration · 
NATIONAL MARINE.FISHERIES SERVICE . 

P.O. BOX 1668, JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 

10. 
~ . t-. L..:;rccu of Sport Fi:..1::ries and VViidli~Q 

RECEIVED 
Reply ;o · Attn. of: FAK21 

MAR 2 ~ 1971 
To . Area Director' BSFW' Anchorage _.Qf!ice of tbe Area Director 

From =-~ Ha. y L. Rietze. 

. . · ~-tY~d?Ag. ~

7
·~ / -Anchorage, Alaska 

!/'' - Regi na 1 Director · . . 

Subject: Semidi National Wildlife Refuge Wilderness Proposal 

We have reviewed the subject wilderness proposal and concur in your 
conclusion that the refuge qualifies for inclusion into the national 
wilderness preservation system·. Since the refuge includes submerged 
lands totaling about 247,000 acres this action would accomplish 
many of the objectives NOAA will seek to accomplish in its marine sanctu
aries program. As policies and procedures for implementing this pro-
vision of the Marine Protection, Research and S-Jnctuaries Act of 1972 
(PL 92-532) are developed, we may be investigating other marine areas 
adjacent to wildlife refuges and we will be i.n touch with you in this 
re~~. . 

~:·,~ 

·--~~------~~--~----------------
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L~A.J (! ___ }i,_~) 
. . I 

1 .j f~e-n e~"-/' 1}:! 
/.A) /J!.iZ.t.,.l.AAi•···'ih"'~.) 

FEB 2 ,. ~ f_g() 
. ·! 

Mr. Gordon w. Watson 
Area. Director 

Office of the A · . 
Anch ' rea Director FEB 2 0 1973 

. . orage, Aloskq 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife . 
813 'D Street 
Ancho~age,.Alaska 99501. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

Thank you for the opportunity to. clarify the Geol_ogical Survey's position 

stated in my letter. of January 17 ,. 1973·,. which may have seemed to 

invalidate. studies reported earlier in Geol_ogical 'Survey Bulletin ·J260-K. 

The data in the bulletin are based on library and very brief reconnaissance 

studies; as such,. these are the only data.available for the Semidi Islands. 

These preliminary data remain the. best available inasmuch as the Geol.ogical 

Survey has not made reconnaissance mineral appraisals of the islands that 

include_ geol.ogic mappi_ng, and_ geochemical and_ geophysical surveys, which 

are customary in studies of other wilderness areas. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

BUREAU OF SPORT· FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska-Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage>, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Lieutenant General James C. Sherrill 
Commander in Chief, Alaska 
Headquarters, Alaskan Command 
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska 99506 

II 

Dear General Sherrill: 

. This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
.1973,·at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Ar.chorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

·public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

'The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of t~e proposed.action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the Pr~sident and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public· 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

01-t/l;n.~ tJ) t~Uld9rr--
' rdon W. Watson 
J ea -Director 
v 

· Ertclosurt: 

'L"--~--~--------~----------------------~----~------------------~----------------~--~~ 
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UNITED STATES 
·DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND V,:'ILDLIFE SERVICE 
· BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street· 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Dr. Oscar E. Dickason, Director 
Alaska Operations Office 
Water Quality Office 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Federa.l Building, Room G66, 605 4th Avenue 
Anchor'ag·e, Alaska 99501 

Dear Dr. Dickason: 

This will inform you that a· public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z.J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain· 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre . e Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal.and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his r.ecommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the. information of your department .are copies of the public 
.notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present 'the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to.submit them to me·in·writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely'yours, 

/1~<-v-- tti {U d.~ 
()
. Gordon .~-1. Watson 

Area D1.rector · 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDUFE SERVICE 
I 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

James H. Isbell 
Field Representative, Alaska Region 
Office of the Secretary 
MacKay Building, Suite 1407 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Isbell: 

January 5, 1973 

,, 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

e The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 

1·-
·' 

the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed.action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider·any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are·copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Jl I r I r:-1":. ·. o-u:tif-tA tu lu?u~ . 
rdon H. Watson 

L/ Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WIL~LIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHr.::RIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street . 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, .1973 

Mr. Wayne C. Morgan,- District Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
U.S~ Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 1648 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 II 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre· 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the ·federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interi.or will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are ·copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to. submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours~ 

.· ~C'Ui~ fi) tL1 ~ti-tA--
~Gordon W. Watso~ 
/j · ·Area Director 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHSRIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. Thomas J. Cresswell, Regional Director 
Federal Aviation Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
632 Sixth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Cresswell: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
.. 1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge • 

. .. ~.The. Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclo'sed for the information of your department are ·copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

i. 12 II !1/Ci:-; 
. 'J-(..C<tt4-c [IV l{; t.L{ij6--1..A-

j ordon W. Watson 
I /! Ar~a D.i:ct::!<.:Lor 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. Stanley T. Albright, State Director 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
334 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 250 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Albright: 

If 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal·and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President·and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are·copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present fue views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~-LA- tU tU~tJ&:lA-
rdo::.w. Watson 
ea JJJ.rect:or 
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Mr. Jack Horton 
Federal Co-Chairman 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Joint Federal/State Land-Use Planning Commission 
733 West Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501· 

Dear Mr. Horton: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z; J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of· September 3, 1964 (78 Stat •. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior 'to7ill consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosedfor the information of your-department are_copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing ·or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

W. Watson 
Area D;irector 

·, 

.• 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

. FISH AND WILDLIFE ·sERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FIS!IERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813- D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Burton L. Silcock, Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washi~gton, D.C. 20240 , 

i 

Dear Mr~. Silcock: .H 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, ·at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify c.s wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. · 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and stAte agencies concerned be aqvised of· the proposed action. 

·The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the P.resident and to Congress. 

-
Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding .the proposal. 

· We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March·23~ 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours,· 

. (ri~ ?&! {{ia~ 
ordon W. Watson 
rea Director 



. ~ 

I 
i 

Mr; Robert Price· 
Regional Solicitor 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND Wl.LDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 DStreet 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Box 16'6 
Anchorage, Alaska · 99501 

\ 

Dear Mr. Price: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify .as wilderness the. 256,000 acre· 
Semidi National.Wildlife Refuge. 

The.Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the. ·federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. · 

Enclosed.for the information of your department are. copies of the public · 
notice and brochure. regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views· of 
your department .at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, · 1973. · 

.. Sincer.ely yours, 

· /4t n . LU { '~· 
//Go= w~~.;:~ 
&/ Area Director 

Enclosure 



•.~~t 
I 

' i 
'"I 

I •, 
l . 
~ . 

'l I. 

I ~ 

Mr. Curtis McVee 
State.Director 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT·OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
555 Cordova Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

·Dear Mr. McVee: 

" 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to. classify as -vrilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

TQ.e Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies· concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We'invite·you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, ~ 
· r1 1 1 n , , t; "' "' 
: 1k(9--1A-()J w ~\,_.,'-.,; 

Area Director 

Enclosure 
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·Mr. Charles Yates 
Regional Forester 
Forest Service 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISH!i:RIES AND. WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area .Office . 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Box 1628 II 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Mr. Yates: 

. This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac L~brary in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action: 
The Secretary of the Interior will ·consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendatio.ns to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and·brochure regarding the proposal. 

' . We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. · 

Sincerely yours, 
. . ~ 

fl.~ [JJ &U ,w'tLv'" 

I /
Gurdon W. watson. . . 
Area Director 

v 
Enclosure 
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UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

· Mr ~ Morris Thompson · 
Area Director 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPOR1 FISH3;RIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

,, 

. This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascert.ain 
public views on.a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre' 
Semidi National vlildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

. ' 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ww(L1iiv--
' pardon W. Watson 
V Area Director 
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W. E. Ec.kcird, Chief · 

UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND V.'iLDLiFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Alaska Field Operation Center 
Bureati of Mines · 

I 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 550 
.Juneau',· Alaska 99801 

Dear Mr. Ec.k~rd: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on Febru21:;y 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac. Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Co~gress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present tl:).e views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

/!_ . ,. ,, II ' -r- . 
/9(1-(j!lfj-t-L (Aj ~,/v ttx:.tlt~v"--

n~rdon ~. Watson . . . 
V Area Director 



UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Honorable Rogers C •. B. Morton 
Secretary . 
Department of the Interior · 
Interior Building 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

II 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

. public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,.000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
tbe federal and state agencies concerned be advised of ~he proposed action. 
Tbe Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are·copies of the pub~ic 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

· Sincerely yours , 

t:i~ tV tOo~~ 
~ordon_w. Watson 
[;/~rea D~rec~or · 

' 
Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
. BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5~ 1973 

Spencer Smith, Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
U.S. Department of the.Interior 
Interior Building 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

·Dear Mr. Smith: 

" 

This will .inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z.J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as Wilderness the 256,000 acre· 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adyised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the informati.on of your department are co'!'ies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department· at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Si~cerely yours, 

Cl o-J~A- £.U tU cJ~ 
~~don W~ Watson . 
V Area Director 

Enclosu,re 

· ... · 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE S.ERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska· Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Honorable Elliot Richardson 
Secretary of Defense 

·Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

!I 

Dear Mr • .Secre1:ary: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wild:;:;rness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness 'Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and st£•te agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommend~tions to the President and to Congress. 

EnclC?sed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

·~{{j£[;~~ 
W. Watson . . 

e irector 

Enclosure 

/ 
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UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January·5, 1973 

Mr. V.E. McKelvey, Director 
U.S. Geological Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
GSA Building . 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

II 

Dear Mr. McKelvey: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Ar.chorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned.be advised of the proposed.action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
~ith his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regardin& the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them.to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. · 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

· ~~ tU [Uo1;;(;--,_,_ 
~ordon W. Watson 

Area Direc::tor 

.· ~·--· 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska. Area Office· 
813 D Street 

Anchorag~, Alaska 99501 

January 5,·1973 

Honorable.Peter G. Peterson 
Secretary of Commerce 
U.s. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
If 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on ~ebruary 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. · 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The· Secretary of the Interior will consider any vie,V's you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Euclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at .the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

. ~-{L1.t/.?c~~ ?0 tUtt?;;~ 
. . Gordon W. Watson · · 

. Area Director 

Enclosure 
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UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WIL.DLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE . 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. Elburt F. Osborn, Director 
Bureau of Mines 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

! . 
Dear Mr. Osborn: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage., Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat'. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adyised of the proposed·action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 

.with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in -o;vriting 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 
1 
I 

Watson 
V Al~ea Dire.c tar 



., 
·~ 

\. 

l. 

' 

I 

tt· 

' •· 

'· 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU Of~ SPORT FISHERIES.AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage~ Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

·. Mr. John McGuire, Chief 
U.S. Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Mr. McGuire: 

,, 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
.1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

. public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed.action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
~ith his recommendations to the Pr~~ident and to Congress. 

Enclo.sed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Sincerely yours, 

·~~1-L tU (J)p._~ 
, . Gordon W. Watson · · 
J Area Director · 
v 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska. Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

George B~ Hartzog, ~r., Director 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 
II 

r 

' 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as \-7ild·:=rness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
-with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23~ 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

;.> . ~;,? I · · II ' . ..;l-:
~11~vUu/t~ 

ardon w. vla tson 
Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU o:r~ ~ORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska· .Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. James Watt, Director 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
U.S. D~partment of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 ,, 

Dear Mk. Watt:· 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 

·public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat, 890), provides that 
··-the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed·action. 

~h~ S~cretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public. 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present·the views of· 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

·-

Sincerely yours, 

·~·· t~fG-v-- lt) LUfLf;;&--A_ 
· Gordon W. Watson 
I Area Director v 
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Mr. Harry L. Rietze. 
Regional Director 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
Nation~! Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce It 

P.O. Bbx 1668 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Mr. Rietze: 
~ 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care .to submit 
with his.recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
no~ice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

. Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~ (/) !Utttii~ 
i /Gordon H. Watson 
[;/ Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND W!LDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Rear Admiral J. A. Palmer 
Commander, Seventeenth Coast Guard District 
U.S. Coast Guard 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Admiral Palmer: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Hildlife Refuge. 

The Hilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. -

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your departmen~ at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 
/J ·(I /II !'{--

. ~ ()-'tt"X£-~ ~'\) l/L/ alu----
flbordon W. Watson 
V Area Director 
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. UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 

Chief of Engineers . 
Department of the Army 
ATTN Environmental Branch 
(DAEN-CWP-V- Dr. C. G. Ash) 
Washington, D.C. 20314 

Dear Dr. Ash: 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

It 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. ' 

,_.The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochureregarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

· ~(){t:k co ClJttlii~· 
1 • Gordon W. Watson 
~ Arsa Director 





SECfiON XIV 

Ca1MfJNI CATIONS FROM ORGANIZATIONS 

INDEX 

PART A: LETTERS RECEIVED PRIOR TO HFARJ.NG 

· Testimony No. 

American Mining Congress, 1100 Ring Bldg, 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Citizens Committee for Responsible Forestry, 
Midwest Region, 25 Provincial Court, 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, 4534 1/2 
University Way, NE, Seattle, WA 98105 

Friends of the Earth, Arizona Branch, no address. 

Hennepin Cotmty Park Reserve District, Rt. 1 Box 32, 
Maple Plain, MN 55 359 

Kenai Peninsula C011.servation Society, P .0. Box 563 
Soldotna, AK 99669 

Montana Wilderness Association, Rt. 1, Box 1410, · 
Hamilton, MT 59840 

Montana Wildlife Federation, 410 Woodlvorth Ave., 
Missoula, MT 

Natural Science Society, North Dakota, Box 1672, 
Jamestown, ND 58401 

Nature Friends, 1173 MUllen, Los Angeles, CA 90019 

Northern Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
E. 13006 9th, Spokane, WA 99216 

Pelican Island Audubon Society, P, 0. Box 1833 ~ 
1Tr.-.- 1) ...... ,.....-1... 'f"1T ?"')nLI"\ 
v '-".1. u .uc;a.I. .. U) .l'L .JL.;;;IUU 

PART B: TESTIMGW RECEIVED AT HEARING 

Alaska Conservation Society, Upper Cook Inlet lliapter, 
Box 3395, Anchorage, AK 99501 

Fairbanks Environmental Center, Box 1796, Fair
banks, AK 99701 
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Friends of the Earth, Box 1796, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

.IY1ountaineering Club of Alaska, SAA Box 402-E, 
.Anchorage, AK 99 SO 1 

\'Jildemess Society, 729 15th St. , NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

PART C: LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER HEARING . 

Tes tirriony No. 

16A 

18 A 

Alaska Conservation Society, Wilderness Proposal 32 
Connnittee, Kodiak Chapt., P .0. Box 751, 
Kodiak, AK 99615. 

Alaska Oil & Gas Assoc.j 308 G Street, 221, 15 
.Anchorage, AK 99501. 

Albuquerque Environmental Center, 1006 Tijeras NW, 19 
Albuquerque, NM 87101. 

Arizona Conservation Council, Boz 11312, Phoenix, 25 
.AZ. 85061. 

Arizonans for Quality Environment, P.O. Box 17117, 16 
Tucson, .A2 85710. 

Citizens Action Against Pollution, 2930 Sollers Pt. Rd. 27 
Baltimore, MD 21222. 

Conservation Council of North Carolina, 808 Odd Fellrnvs 21 
Hargett St, Raleigh, NC 27600. 

Conservation League, The, 110 W. 71st St., New York, NY 30 

Dakota En vi ronmenttal Cotincil, Inc. , Box 1, Vennillion, 17 
SD, 57069. 

Florida Audubon Society, P.O. Drawer 7, Maitland, FL 14 

Kellogg Audubon Club, Mmsfield, OH 29 

Massachusetts Audubon Society, Lincoln, Mk 01773 26 

Naturalist Club of Laguna Hills, P.O. Box 2034, 23 
Lagma Hills, CA 92653. 

Sacramento Audubon Society, 10807 Berwick Way, 18 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. 

Saguaro Ecology Club, 6737 N. 60th St., 22 
Scottsdale, .AZ 85253. 
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Sierra Chili , O££ice of the Nort.fu'les t Rep~ . 20 
4534 1/2 University Way, NE, Seattle, WA 98105. 

Southern Oregon-Northern Caliiornia Wilderness 31 
.. Coalition, 1632 1/2 High Street, Eugene, OR 97401. 

.. 
Tongass COnservation Society, Box 2281, Ketchikan, AK · 28 

West Mi¢igan Environmental Action Comcil, 822 Cherry, 24 
SE, Grand Rapids , MI 49 506. 

Notifications sent prior to hearing. 



J 11 "1073 cmuary , . ,, 

Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

B<.~r,:;;r;;\1 pf ~;port Fi~hories and Wildlife 
RECEIVE-

JA.N 1 S 1873 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

The Northern Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Sierra Club, 1100 members, would 
like to go on official record supporl'ing the Semidi Wilderness proposal. 

We are not opposed to the present uses of commercial fishing bul" would like to 
encourage a program of no pollution from boats in this area. 

It is t·ruly unfortunate that we probably won't have the opportunlty to visit the 
Semidi area but weal! agreed that areas of reprodudive 
concerns need protection. 

~~S~~,f the Ear_tiY{'J 

s~ f~---
c~R~:~~ ~GOVE 

NRM Chapter -Sierra Club 
Wilderness Cha:rman 
E. 13006 9th 
Spokane, Washington 99216 

AA:vj 

CC: Brock Evans 

Sen. Jackson 

Richard Smith 

v • 
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EJ!ttb/iJhc·d in 1932 for M11tt~<tl Serl'ice nnd for the promotion of the Proper Use, Enjoyment and 

Protecfiou of Anu;rica'I Scenic, Wilderueu tmd Outdoor Recretttion Resomces. 

'~sidenh BETTY HUGH£;$ 
o. Box 2067, Carmel, Calif. 93921 

State Vic~ Presidents: 
D!XI!:: SAAD!E, Ala:.b 

ice Ptesid<:nt: ROBERT WENKAM 
!0.2 l(spiolanl Blvd., Rm. 43, Honolulu, Hawaii 9681.4 

FRANCES CRAMER, tARRY GI.:,:OMINI, California 
CYRIL M. SLANSKY, ld•no 
DR. lOREN L KRECJ<, Montana 

ClAIR SIDDAll, Oregon' ~cretary: EDGAR D. BAUCH 
~603. 53rd Ave. S., Seattle, Wn. 98188 JACK E. M<CLHLAN, Ut•n 
eaMJtet: KATHERINE MARTIN SAM ANGROVE, DAVID HOWARD, Washington 
iO Miss.ion St., So. Pasadena, Calif. 91030 

Editor: 
orthwe:;t Conservation Reptesentatfve: 
<OCK EVANS 

HASSE BUNNELLE 
9.43 Milh Tower, San Francisco, Calif. 9410d 

534V; University Way N.E.~ Seattle, Wash. 98105 

,EMBER CLUBS 

LPINE ROAMERS 
Wenatchee~ Washington 

N':OORA HIKING CLUB 
Astoria, Oregon 

OEING EMPLOYeES ALPINE SOCIETY 
Seattle, Washington 

AliFORNIA AlPINe CLUB 
Sar. francisco, California 

ASCAOE WILDERNESS CLUB 
Bellingham,. Was.hing!on 

ASCADIANS 
Yakima, Washington 

HEMEKETANS 
Sitlt'm, Oregon 

ONTRA COSTA HilLS CLUB 
Oakland, Ctllfornia 

RAG RATS 
Hood River, Oregot'l 

ESOMOUNT CLUB 
los Angeles, Ca!iforni.:t 

OBNAILERS 
Spokane, Washington 

lAHO ALPINE CLUB 
fdaho Falls, Idaho 

-ITER-MOUNTAIN AlPINE CUJB 
Rtchland, Washington 

LAHHANE CLUB 

I PC!rt A-· Washington 
cKENZI DIANS 
' Bfve Rh . egon 

•ONTANA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION 
Bozeman, Montana 

OUNTAINEERS 
Seattle, Washington 

T. BAKER ClUB 
Beilingham, Washington 

T. ST, HELENS CLUB 
Longview, Washington 

BSIDIANS, INC. 
fugene, Oregon 
.YMPIANS, INC. 
Hoquiam. Washington 

S.U. MOUNTAIN ClUB 
Corvallis, Oregon 

ARMIGANS 
V;mcouver, Washington 

ED COllEGE OUTING CLUB 
Portl<!nd, Oregon 

GtONAt PARKS ASSOCIATION 
9erkel~y, Califortlia 
\\ROCK MOUNTAINEERS 
Coulee Dam, Washing!on 
>AMER HIKING CLUB 
Inglewood, California 
·CKY MOUNTAINEERS 
~issou!a, Montana 

NTIAM ALPINE ClUB, INC. 
:..;~:lem., Oregon 

AUDUBON SOCltli 

RRA CLUB 
ian Frands.co~ Caflfornia 

\GIT ALPINE CLUS 
~ount Vernon, Washing1on 
JTHEASTERN ALASKA 
UNTAINEERING ASSOCIATION 
etchiltan, Al<!ska 
•KANE MOUNTAINEER, lNC. 
ookane, Washing·~on 
\MIT ALPINE CLUB 
~coma, Washington 
IALPAIS CONSERVATION CLUB 
)n Franc-1~ alifornra 
ILS CLU REGON 
)rtland, n 

~DERERS 
lympia, Washington 
;ATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB 
1ft lake City, Ulah 

>HINGTON AlPINE CLUB 
·attle, Washington 
~HINGTON KAYAK CLU8 
attic. Wa::~ohlngton 
;AST CLIMBERS 
-·'~--' ,...., ____ _ 

January 16, 1973 

Gordon W. Watsons Alaska Area Director 
u.s. Department of Labor 
Fish and Wildlife Service, BS~~ 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mro Watsons 

We are pleased to be able to comment on the Secretary 0 s 
recommendation to classify the 256,000 acre Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge as wilderness. The area is definitely 
well-suited for such classification. We are especially 
encouraged that the extended protection of the Wilderness 
Act be offered to one of the few areas in 'tvhich the bald 
eagle and peregrine falcon still cling to existencee 

As you note, wilderness designation does not alter the 
wildlife refuge status of the Semidi Islands. It is, rather, 
additional protection. The Federation will follow the 
progress of the proposal tiith interest. 

Sincerely,, 
\17' (; 1 kf 
'l~~fl/bil )~~eke 
\Rick Ap~U~ga1~ k:-("'--_ 
for the North~vest Representative 

Corcau of <"' F' , · 
vpcrt -~~.1ories and Wildlife 
RECEIVE~ 

./AN1g197;3 
Office of the Ar~a 0 . 

~ 1rcctor 
Anchomge, Alaska 
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i. North 
Dakota NATURAL SCIEI'-ICE SOCIETY 

1672 JAMESTOWN. NORTH DAKOTA 56401 

January 16, 1973 

Cuwo:; of "· t f· ~ . v,:JCr Js .. enes and Wildlife 
ltECEIVE_ 

• ./AN 1 8!97.3 
Ar·ea Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 

· Office of the Area Director 
Anchorcgs, Alosk.q 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

The North Dakota Natural Science Society wholeheartedly supports 
the designation of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge for in
clusion into the National Wilderness Preservation Syst2m. 

We believe the National Wilderness System should include tracts 
~of all representative biotic communities in Alaska and urge that 
-.every effort be made to delineate these communities before they · 

are subject to lesser uses. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~Ga-PJ<~ 
Harold A. Kantrud 
Chairman, Natural Areas Committee 
North Dakota Natural Science Society 
P. 0. Box 1672 
Jamestown, North Dakota 58401 
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I 

Januar·y 16, 1973 

C:.::~cu of ~;:Jcrt n~h::ries end Vvi\di'•.fe 
RECEIVlO- . 

Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 

Office of the Nea Director 
Anchcrc<;~e, Alesi-.;;) 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I have reviewed the brochure "Semidi Hilderness Propos0i ," 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska. 

These remote isolated islands, provid1ng habitat for 
thousands of seabirds {43 species), along with the 
endangered peregrine falcon, the American bald eagle, 
and rookeries for harbor seals and sea lions, appear 
to be an ideal environment for undisturbed wildlife 
living. 

It likewise has no known mineral deposits, nor prospective 
developments that might be considered an economic 
potential. · 

The nearby commercial fishing enterprises would not be 
affected by the proposal. 

There is no evidence of recent native uses of the island 
complex. 

The legislative procedure that would provide continuing 
protection for the islands should assure maintenance 
of the group as a natural resource for the use and 
enjoyment of futQre generations. 

RWH:af 

Sincerely, 
/ .. / 

'/(__ s:;:·/:c:? ~-r---· 
R. W. Hunt~ Director 
Department of Forestry and 
Hildlife 

,. 
" 
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KENAI 

J anw1x•y 22~ 1973 

Area Director, BSF~1 
813 D Street 

C'• 

~~X';;'f;;- CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

P E N I .,, S U L A ~~li<~~~lt~;~\>j;'~. 

l: . P. 0. BOX 563 

SOLDOTNA 

ALASKA 99669 

Curccu of Sport Fi$heries and Wildiife 
.RECEIVE-

. .JAN 2 q 1973 
Office of ihe Ared Director 

. Anchorage, Alaska 

Anchorage$ Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir~ 

The Kenai ·Peninsula Conservation Society would like to 

bs put on record as :favoring the Bureau 11 s fine Sel'ldai 

V.ilderneas proposal for the Semidi li&tional i-lildlife 

The Bureau is to be ao:inmended for making this an all iu-

elusive wilderness recommendation~ 

Respectfully l' 

';:) 
),) r • u~~ Yl·1· 

Calvin M. Fair~ DDS 
Vice President 
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HENNEPtiN COUNTY PA!RK RESERVE DUSTRRCT 
ROUTE 1, BOX 32 () MAPLE F'LA.IN, M!NNEEOTA 55:359 I!> TELEPHONE: 473•4693 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

January 22, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Wilderness proposal for the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

Thank you for apprising the Hennepin County Park 
Reserve District of the public hearing concerning 
the wilderness proposal for the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge. However, due to distance and other 
circumstances a representative from our agency will 
not be able to attend. 

Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity to 
express the concerns of the Park Reserve District 
toward this matter. 

Todays ever increasing trend towards commercialism, 
industrialization and land development is leaving us 
short pressed for open space and wilderness areas. 
Our natural resources are being used at a tremendous 
rate. We've raped the landscape and forced many species 
of plants and animals into extinction, and others into 
an endangered status. There are few places in our world 
where plants and animals can procreate in their native 
fashion and survive. 

The repoit on the Semidi Wilderness Prop6sal very clearly 
defines the historical, physical, natural resource, public 
use, management and development, and socio-economic 
considerations of these islands. We believe that these 
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Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Page 2 January 22, 1973 

areas have been well researched and that the findings of 
this report clearly indicate that the highest and best use 
of the Semidi Islands· is that of a National Wildlife Refuge. 

To preserve and enforce the securement of these islands as a 
national wildlife refuge in their present native state, to 
provide for an assurance of plant and animal propagation and 
preservation of endangered species it is imperative that the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be included in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System as provided by Public Law 88-577. 

The last paragraph of the socio-economic considerations section 
of the Report sums up our feelings. "Perpetuating the great 
bird resources such as are pr~sent in the islands adds to the 
social well being of all citizens of the United States, who may 
observe some of these birds during migration periods or view 
photographs of such unique bird colonies, even though the 
majority of people will never set foot on the Semidis." 

DLW:ps 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Clifton E. French 
Superintendent and 
Secretary to the Board 
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LET THIS LETTER BE INCLUDED IN THE OFFICIAL HEARING RECORD 

e 
TO: Bureau of :Sport Fisheries and v'iildl: fe 

PROM: Arizona branch of Friends Of the Earth (POE) 

CONCERNING: Semidi Wilderness Proposal 

Sirs: 

Cu rcou of <' f· · 
'-'POrt rsharies and Wild!if., 

RfCc/VJiw 

J~N 3 1 !.97:J 
Ottice of ihe Area 6irectof 

Anchorage, Alaska 

The .Arizona branch of Friends Of the Earth supports the Bureau of Sport 

Fisheries and Wildlife's recommendation to declare Semidi National 

Wild Refuge a wilderness area under the Wilderness Act of 1964o 

The large bird colonies living within the refuge must be protecteda 

Especially since these colonies include the American bald eagle and 

the peregrine falcon, both of which are considered 11 rare and endangered 11
o 

Wilderness classification should be given to the surrounding coastal 

waters so as to adequately protect the variety of marine animals in

habiting this area. The fishing for (or harvesting of) halibut and 

king crab near the Semidi's should be terminated order to minimize 

r41J's impact upon the Semidi's. Restrictions should be made so as to 

avoid human disturbance to birds and mammals during breeding season. 

Designating the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness will pro

vide legislative protection to the refuge and will assure that the 

insular ecosystem will remain in a natural state. 

Thank You, 

\2,._;~~ \\, ~'0::~.:.:\:: -====. 

Robert H. Brooks 

Land Use Task Force Chairman 

Arizona branch of Friends Of the Earth 
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Curcau of Sport Fi:;heries and Wilcl!lfe 
RECEIVE~· 

FEB 2 1973 
Office of ihe Area pi rector 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Alaska Area Director 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

January 25, 1973. 

1100 Ring Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: 202/338-2900 
Telex 89-27 45 
fslablislied 1897 

The American Mining Congress I a national trade association whose 
membership is composed of U. S. companies that produce most of the nation's 
metals 1 coa 11 and industrial and agricultura 1 minerals 1 wishes to bring to 
your attention its views regarding the Semidi "Wilderness proposal. 

The Secretary of the Interior is directed by the Wilderness Act of 1964 
ao review certain lands within the National Wildlife Refuge System and report 
~o the President his recommendation as to the suitability or nonsuitability of 

these lands as wilderness. The Semidi National "Wildlife Refug:e was studied 
by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife; however, the study did not in
clude a mineral survey . 

The American Mining Congress believes that a wilderness should only 
be established after thorough study and review. Review procedures followed by 
the Secretary of the Interior prior to making wilderness recommendations should 
include mineral studies by the U. S. Geological Survey and U. S. Bureau of 
Mines so that Congress can have the benefit of professional technical advice 
as to the presence or absence of minerals in proposed wilderness areas. If the 
United States is to maintain a strong minerals position, large areas of public 
domain should not be withdrawn from exploration and development without a 
thorough assessment of mineral potential. In its recent report to the President 
and Congress, the Public Land Law Rev.iew Commissia!'!. stated: 

W.A.--ING 
.,man 

L. J. RANDALl 
tANK R. MilliKEN 
JOHN CORCORAN 
E. W. liTilEFIELD 

Vic~ Chairmen 

EN OVERTON, Jl:. 
President 

DIRECTORS 
HERBERT C. JACKSON•, Cleveland 
ANDREW FlEoCHER*, New Yorl: 
RAYMOND F ~ \LVATI', Ft. lauderdale, Fla. 
CHARLES J. •0TTER, Indian<!, Po. 
L J. RANDAll, Wolloce, Idaho 
ClYDE E. WEED', Phoeni>< 
C. f. BEUKEMA, Piflsburgh 
fRANK R. MilLIKEN, New York 
CRIS DOBBINS, Denver 

Continued •.. 

CLAUDE 0. STEPHENS, New York 
JOHN CORCORAN, Pittsburgh 
IAN K. MacGREGOR, New York 
NHSON C. WHITE, Libertyville, Ill. 
N. T. CAMICIA, New York 
EDWARD P. lEACH, Bethlehem, l'<1. 
GEORGE B. MUNROE, New York 
LAWRASON RIGGS Ill, Now York 
OH KRING . Grt>,.,.nw:rh r'"' ...... 

P.OSERT H. ALLEN, Houston 
STONIE BARKER, JR., Cleveland 
l. J. BURGF.R, New York 
H. S. HARRISON, Cleveland 
PlATO MALOZEMOFf, New York 
CHARLES f. BARBER, Now York 
ROBERT S. CAREY, Cleveland 
~;..~·-~,tl~~_PS~..S!:- lo_~is . 
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Alaska Area Director 
A Fish and Wildl.ife Service 
W January 25 I 1973 

Page 2 

In connection with consideration of statutory exclusion of 
minera 1 activity from designated public land areas, Federa 1 
agencies should make minera 1 examinations which will provide 
reliable information concerning their mineralization. Too often 
in the past exclusions have been accomplished with little or no 
knowledge of minera 1 values. Since it is often essential to act 
promptly in deciding whether mineral activity should be excluded I 

we urge dispatch in making these minera 1 surveys before an 
urgent situation arises. 

The First Annual Report of the Secretary of the Interior under the Mining 
and Minerals Policy Act of 1970 stated: 

Withdrawals of Land available for prospecting and explo
ration may reduce t~1e availability of supplies of mineral. resources 
for the nation's future needs. Despite conflicts on land use over
laps I national interests insist that careful consideration be given 
to each such parcel with a view to allowing the opportunity to 
extract minerals for the nationa 1 need. Adequate knowledge of 
the mineralization of such lands must be acquired promptly. 

Experts in mineral resources within the federa 1 government have alerted· 
us repeatedly to the increasing demand for minera 1 resources I with the attendant 
dependency on unreliable foreign sources 1 which in addition to undermining 
national security could welt cause economic consequences due to unfavorable· 
balance of trade positions. 

It is the opinion of the American Mining ·congress that the Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge should not be considered for designation as wilderness 
until such time as a thorough mineral survey ha:3 been completed and the results 
reported. 

record. 
Vve would appreciate it if this letter could be includeil ln the hee.ring 

Sincerely, 

io~h; 
W. Howard Gray 
Chairman 
AMC Public Lands Committee 
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P-ELICAN ISLltND AUDUBON SOCIETY 
P. 0. Box 1833 

VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32960 

Februar; 5., 1973 

Area Director 
Bur~au cf Sport Fisheries ::u".d Hi1dlife 
813 D Street 
Anchoraf::e, Alasl'i:a 99501 

De2.:r. Sir! 

llureau of S t f" h. • • por IS enes and Wildlife 
RECeiVED 

Office of the Area Director 
Anchorage, Alaska 

A'.:t has co;ile to our attention that a public headne; 'Nill be held February 20, 1973 ~ 
Wo:n a proposn.l tc- be ;::adt2 to the ~~:"~~si~-:cn.t rc.;c~r:cline t1"1e desirabilt. ty o:? i11~lucli110 

all or pP.rt of the .S8:r:idi Xational Hildlife nefu;;e Hit:1in the National :lilderness 
Preservat5.on System. 

Our local Audubon cha.pter, consi sti ::-<~ of nearly six hundred menbers, \·could lH:c 
to advise you that ue stro!1gly uq;e that the ent:tre Semidi 1'7at:i.onal l'!ildlife Refuze 
be included i:1 the !'Jc.tional ~-;ilder"aess Preser".ratio:;. Systen~ and '~''c ;muld appreciate 
it if this letter ':-7ould be made a part of the public hearing on this natter~ 

. Thanlt you for your attention to this .. 

rn·JKII I rst 
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AFFILIATE OF ~ATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 

l-1-10 VJoodworth .A:ve. 
Missoula, I1fontana 

. " , ""crt ri<,.,ries an.f~RifitYary 12, 1973 
utms:aU OT ~,... " ~ 

. RECEIVE, 

Frn -1 L1 '07) r- n .L -x 1., .> 

Olfi~e of lhe Area Director 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir~ 

I wish to commend ·the Fish and vJildlife Service 
for their proposal to give more restrictive 
protection to the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 
Uhder the Wilderness Act the pelagic bird colonies 
will be assured the habitat they require. 

Would you please include this letter in the 
proceedings record as evidence that the Montana 
Wildlife Federation supports the Bureau's recom
mendation for wilderness classification for the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

THE WEALT F T E NA s 

Sincerely, 

~·~ 
Donald Aldrich 
Executive Secretary 

Montana Wildlife Federation 

T R L R R 
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The Montana Wilderness Association 

Area Director 

Route I, Box 141 0 
·Hamilton, Montana 59840 

February 18,1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D St. 
Ahchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

II 

The Kohtana Wilderness Association supports the Fish and Wildlife 
Service's proposal to include the entire Semidi ~ational Wildlife 
Refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

We recognize the importance of protecting the natural habitat of 
all species of wildlife in order to maintain the diversity of life, 
the importance of which we are becoming increasingly more aware. 

Please include this statement in the hearing record as ·witness of 
our support of your proposal for the Semidi Wildlife Refuge. e 

Doris Milner, President 



MIDWEST REGION ••. 25 PROVINCIAL COURT ••• KIRKWOOD, MISSOURI 63122 

February 18, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and vlildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

L;,.~.::.v or;.;;::-:;;~; 1'b!1::;les r::;-•d Wild:ifc 
RECEIVE .. 

Office of the Area Director 
Anchorc:ge, Alcsk.o 

We \\rrite in support of the designation of the Semidi National 
·Wildlife Refuge as vlilderness. VJe agree with the conclusion 
reached by the Fish and Wildlife Service that the entire 
wildlife refuge (islands and submerged lands) is eminently 
qualified for addition to-=t'Fie Wilderness System. 

Our American bald eagle, the endangered peregrine falcon are 
among the birds finding refuge and which require wilderness 
conditions in order· to survive. The surrounding ':laters provide 
food necessary to sustain such a massive concentrction of wild
life as can be found in the extensive pelagic bird colonies 
using the Semidi National ~·Jildlife Refuge. 

We are in favor of your recommendations for ~~lderness designa
tion of· this remote wildlife refuge and ask that our support 
be included in the hearing record on Semid:le 

Sincerely, 
~ 

~~~ 
eane Ann Allen 

Co-Chairman 

(jaa) 
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E.u.-oou of ~port Fisheries and Wildlife 
ReCEIVEv 

FEB 2 t51S73 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Director 

February 22, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

FOR THE RECORD 
Public hearing 
Proposed Semidi Wilderness 
Alaska 

The Florida Audubon Society is pleased to learn that the Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife has recommended that the Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge be designated ''lilderness. 

Therefore, the Society joins with The Wilderness Society in 
heartily supporting the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
proposal in toto for a Semidi Wilderness. 

Respectfully, 

Northrup 
Executive Director 

MRN:lr 

~~;z v~ 11 ~Q/P" FLORIDA Au:ou:ooN sociETY. 
PH. (305) 647-2615 • P. 0. DRAWER 7 • MAITLAND. FLORIDA 32751 



Semidi National Wildlife Refuge Proposal Testimony 
Anchorage, Alaska; Feb. 20, 1973 

The Upper Cook Inlet Chapter of the Alaska Conservation Society fully 
supports the Semidi Wilderness proposal. The preservation of this 
relatively untouched group of islands falls within the genr-:ral aim of our 
group: to work toward preservation and wise use of Alaskas renewable and 
non-renewable resources. 

The main inhabitants of these islands seem to be many species of 
birds who make their homes there during various parts of the year. UCIC 
feels it is very important to preserve places such as the Semidi Islands 
for breeding and nesting habitat, where these very beautiful animals can live 
unmolested and undisturbed in their nati:tral environment. Due to their 
isolated location, the islands are not likely to get much use by man, the less 
the better. This area could provide a living workshop for scientists to 
observe bird behavior and movem nts and for photographers who are 
interested in wildlife pictures. 

One thing that is particularly striking when one reads the brochure 
put out on the Semidi Wilderness proposal by the Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife is the singular lack of conflict with other uses for 

4lthis land. There are no known oil and mineral deposits and it is not 
included in the Native Land Claims areas. There is an established use of 
fisheries which UCIC would not object to, as long as there was no attempt 
or future plans to build permanent fishery support structures on the 
islands. A small cabin, maintained by the refuge manager, might be 
appropriate as there seems to be no natural cover for camping and it would 
serve as a base of on~r~tions for scientific and photographic expeditionst w:f- A a re 
To bad other areas;co/uMths worthy of consideration as wilderness, .-n:a:ctf~ ~ n ~ ·~.,-

~ few conflicts! 

Per sonnally, my husbarrl and I have travelled many miles by sea along 
the Kenai coast and in SE Alaska. (We have a 23 1

• sailboat) One of our 
biggest and continuing joys is the observation of the many and varied 
species of birds we see on our trips. The birds represent a degree of 
freedom and beauty that man can never experience, just observe and 
appreciate. 1'v1any of the birdR we. love. tt') wBtch prob:::!bly h~ve been on the 
Semidi Islands at one time or another. We therefore, believe it is 
very important to include these islands in the national wilderness system. 

Thank you for the opportunity for UCIC, ACS to make its feelings known 
through this public hearing. 

~irginia dal Piaz 
testifying for the Upper Cook Inlet Chapter of the Alaska Conservation Scv-:iety 
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ALASKA OIL AND GAs AssociATION 
SOB G STREET • SUITE 221 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

AREA 907 272-2519 

f..viOOU of :;;:Jcrt ;:I:;~.:Jries and \\v'i!d!ife 
ReCEIV·E.J 

FEB 2 7197:1 
'· · Office of lhe Area Director 

Anchorcae, Alcsko 

February 26, 1973 

Mr. Gordon Watson, Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Semidi Wilderness Proposal 

Dear Sir: 

The attached testimony was to be presented at your public 
hearing on the above subject held last week. Unfortunately, 
I was away from Anchorage and unable to present it at that 
time. 

Since the record is open until March 23, I respectfully 
request that this testimony be included as part of the 
official hearing record. 

KA:ma 

Attachment 

Very tru. ly yours~--.) ~ 
. /;'' 

A;j£c2~-~· 
KEITH ARNOLD 
Secretary 
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TESTIMO~~ OF ALASt~ OIL AND GAS ASSOCIATION 
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED SENIDI WILDERNESS PROPOSAL PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 20, 1973, LOUSSAC LIBRARY, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

My name is Keith J. Arnold, and I am offering testimony 

tonight on behalf of the Alaska Oil and Gas Association, a trade 

. association representing more than two dozen companies ~ith oiL 

and gas operations or leasehold interests in Alaska. The following 

remarks represent a consensus ~f opinion reached through a study 

of the proposed Semidi Wilderness Area located within the Semidi 

National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Association supports the proposal if it is limited to the . 

nine major islands and their associated offshore rocks and islets--

an area of some 8,422 acres in scope. We do, however, recommend 

excluding the 248,000 acres of tidelands and submerged lands from 

the proposal. 

As stated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for this 

proposed wilderness area, the majority of the acreage--specifically 

that part located between 5~ 0 North Latitude and 56°19 1 North 

Latitude--has been subject to an Ambassadorial Agreement ·between 

the U. S. A., Japan and the Soviet Union, dated December 11, 1970, 

which designates the waters surrounding the Semidi Islands as a 

loading zone for fishing fleets for the latter two countries. 

Such use has been intermittent; although the Russians make heavy 

use of the zone in late winter and early spring. This agreement 

expired December 31, 1972, and is subject to renegotiation. The· 

present renewal status is not.known. 

" 
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The proposed area also lies within the Chignik District of 

the CentrA-l Alaska commercial fishing region, where a significant. 

amount of commercial fishing has been accomplished. The draft 

·further proposes ·that since commercial fishing is a pre-established 

use that is compatible with management and use of the proposed 

Semidi Wilderness Are~ such industry should be allowed to cbntinue 

subject to existing state and federal law. 

The Alaska Oil and Gas Association concurs with the proposal 

to let the fishing industry continue, but due,to the administration 

problems that could arise in such continuance under the Wilderness 

System, tidelands and submerged lands should be eliminated from the 

proposed area. 

In addition, the proposed area covers approximately 420 square 

miles located within the Aleutian Islands sedimentary basin. As 

stated in the report, it is true that at the present time there is 

no known potential for oil and gas development in the area; however, 

the "no known potential" is correctly stated merely because Qf what . 

is no't known about the area, rather than what is known. 

To .our knowledge, the tidelands and submerged lands have had 

very little, if any search for oil and gas bearing stratas. Although 

the islands themselves are reported to have been glaciated during 

Pleistocene and are erosional remnants .which would suggest the lack 

of oil and gas reservoirs in the area, historically it is known 

that in an area as large as~approxifuately 420 square miles many 

abrupt geological changes could have taken place that would make 

.4t parts of the tidelands and submerged lands a high potential for 

oil and gas development. 
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Due to the approaching energy crisis confronting our nation, 

plus the fact that it is relatively unknown at this time as to 

whether or not the tidelands and submerged lands contain any 

potential for oil and gas development, the Alaska Oil and Gas 

Association believes it is in the best inter~st of our nation to 

eliminate the tidelands and submerged lands from this proposal~ 

As rightfully indicated in the statement, the fishing industry. 

can be compatible with management of use and control of "1ilderness 
,, 

areas. On the same basis, there is no realistic reason why such 

practices cannot apply to oil and gas operations on tidelands and 

submerged lands adjacent to a Wilderness Area, particularly when 

such operations will be controlled by the governmental administrators 

e. who_a;re essentially the same as those managing the Wilderness Area. 

Thank you. 

• 

.. 



rename is Deborah Vogt, and I am executive secretary of the Fairbanks Environmenta; 

Center. The Fairbariks Environmental Center- is a locally supported, private 

conservation organization in Fairbanks with a stated goal "to preserve the quality 

of the Alaskan environment through education and action:' The Center has a board 

of directors of tvvelve, most in the Fairbark s area, and a membership of about 

150 around the state. 

The Fairbanks Environmental Center fully supports this proposal for including 

the Semidi Islands and surrounding submerged lands in the National Wilderness 

Syster~1. We believe that wilderness status will give the best protection available to 

these lands. 

Those of us wbo are lcm: sely termed conservationists or environmer:talis·~s are 

oAt characterized a~ just another 'interest group with designs on the wild lands of 

the nation. Supposedly, we do not personally like to mine, to cut trees, or to build 

roads, so we are opposed to road building, tree cutting and mining. We do like to 

hike, to backpack, to observe wildlife, to fish and sometimes to hunt, so we want 

to lock up vast areas and make them available for just those uses. And all this 

.for a tiny minority of physically fit people who like to wander around in the wild-

· erness. 

I have never been to the Semidi Islands; nor do I ever intcr..d to go then:;. To my 

kr10wledge, none of the members of the Center have ever visited these islands or 
. ' 

will visit them in the future. Yet, we fully support the designation of this area as 

wilderness. 

-c=:.an; ; c~l~gsmglT:~~;~~i;: ... ~~~:~;~~~;-::~~:~~--it, is. but-one· of the' rriany ·species that .. 
•• .~.:·-~:- • ~ ~~~:·~--::::::..-·:.·.::.::,:.:. ,~,.,.- •' '·--·~• '• • •• • •,' '• >v••••'' 

inhabit this··-1-;la£:;;~::. :As· ~t: spee;ies·, :we·C~v·e:re-~'surpo:tsed·to. dis~vc:;:- years ago that 
'' .... • · . ..i:'..' · ...... '" ·---.................. "···-·-··-.... -
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'to . be prdtected. 
, . 

ss classification does not locl< 
· tn fact, it does the onpos~cte.' 

(B 
.. , .. __ . ~-

I • , • . • up land. By_ Cong:ress10na.:. act::.o:J, ::.t 
' 

ovid.esp:ro::cction against single, consup:1ptive use. Congressional actions can 

.c,l'lgGd by Congressional action; the designation SL'1'1p.:.y insures that some reai 

will go into decision -making process. . Wilderness status is, in fact, 

- . ' 11 • . J: . • , • ., 1 • 1 .c... 
"' DBst ll'lS'..l:rence tn2.t a ... _ tne optwns 01 poss1me use WlL . .De e~11. ope.::-1. 

Islands are, according to 

s~:ate::::lent, remote, inaccessible, f,...,crO"y 
~'-'co ' stormy~ uninhabited, 

sX--e, t.i::ey provide ha:Oitat 

bi:rc,s of 43 species. Of particulc:.r r:.atior:.al i::1tere st 2.re 

cor:::1n:..on, and a few of the end2.nge::ed ?eregrine falcon. A va:r~etv of 
"' 

c2n be found offsf:.ore. 0 ,., '"no' ..... .t.c:..L ~.., tllere are ground squir:rels c:::c. • i 

::::. ;!:::ssible that some may develop p&rticularly offsho!:"e oil location.. Th.::; 

011 the intertidal marine systems is not fully understood, but ~: 

t~-:e,t some i:1teraction t<?J<es place, so the sup merges lands should be 

Islands can ·D:rov:.de solitude and the true wilderness expe1·ience to 

,...,.... e " I'"\ .1""1. , • 1 :..:ey ar c.. pc.rc~C.lSe Th.e birds vvhich sp·end a 

·~- of lives on these islc:.ncls can be viewed 
' 

by tho usa:.ds 

'JCc~- ::~:e world over. The en.tire ecosystem, the islar~ds and 
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RECEIVE..; 

Ft=B 2 8 'C'77( '- io .. , 

}'nchorcge, ;l;lr:~·c.u 

rizonans sor q,ualily environment 
. p~o. box 17117 tucson, arizona 85710 

·-
!Mrmerly AR~ZONANS FOR WATER WITHOUT WASTE 

February 24, 1973 

Area. Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Standina Committee•: 

AIR POLLUTION 
CONSERVATION EDUCATI 
GRAND CANYON 
POPULATION 
WATER 
WILDERNESS 
WILDUFE 

. . . ... -.. Flease i::1clude this letter as part of the record of the hearing con
cerning the wilderness proposal for the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, 
to be held February 20, 1973, in Anchorage, Alaska. 

...... '·"·'.Arizonans For Quality EnVironment enthusiastically adds ·its· voice 
to those of Alaskans in supporting the recommendation of the Fish and 

· \'iildli:fe Service to include the Semidi Wildlife Refuge in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The nine islands, still relatively un
touched by manp abound with a spectrum of nora and fauna. As such 
pristine areas, on which wildlife depends, become more and more scarce 
in our rapidly developing world, it also becomes increasingly urgent to 
offer them permanent and effective protection as legacies for future 
generations. Such would be accomplished by the proposal under consideration. 

l:t is important to note that inclusion in the Wilderness System would 
not hinder the activities of fishing vessels. However, as the proposal 
recognizes, the submerged lands are part of the ecological system of the 
islands; they also deserve the same protection. 

Sincerely, 

G'...Dt...._w~ ... 
Peter Wild 
Chairman~ Wilderness Committee 



ARTH 
DA vm BnowEH, Presicler.t 

Box 1796, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 

(907) 452-3312 

JlM KowALSKY, t\rctic Representative 

SEMIDI ISLANDS vJILDERNESS PROPOSJl.L - A STATE:MENT BY FRIENDS OF 

EARTH Anchorage~ Alaska February 20? 1973 
By Jim Kowalsky 9 Arctic Field Representa·t,ive 

Friends of the Earth is a national conservation organization of 

27,000 members.. It has ster organizations in. a number of count:cies 

in western Europeo The orincioal offices for 
.1. ~ 

ends of Earth 

are located in 'w'!ashington ~ D" C., and San Francisco v It publis~es c.: 
monthly tabloid newspaper titled NO'I' £<L4.N APART v1hich circulates to 

its membership and to the general public through newstand ci:: lC:clo 

In Alaska Frinds of the Earth has a statewide mebbership of 180.. The 

office of its Arc·t.ic Field Representative for Alaska is located at e 719 7th Avenue 9 Fairbanks 99701 .. 

purpose Friends of the Earth to build broad grass roots 

~:upport for the co::ru'llon goal among cit,izens of other and all nations 

to pre e, restore and· rationally use the earth? which is ou:~ 

single and only support system~ 

Habitat Protection 

It is significa:1t in our view that, s.according to cur;;;ent management 

objectives1 as indicat·ed in the draft environmental staten:.ent, for 

p:i.~oposalJJ are udirected .Primarily tov;rard preserving the insular 

ecosystem in its natural ate so as to protect breeding and feeding 

habit.ats for the vast number of pe c birds and other 1.vildlife 

found in the refuge Q •• This statement sugge s that wilderness can .. 

s 

have value by virtue of the protection of condiUtions it offers 

islands which make the production of wildbirds and wildlife pos 

on the 

leo 

We often tend to place value on a wilderness environment only in terms 

of how it may directly be used by humans, And~ although human enjoyment 

~nd enrichment are direct benefits of our wildlands? it appears 

we may often tend to obscure the value of wilderness protection to 

habitat~ Protection of habitat may &.c'cually be the princ benefit. 

of 'Vvilderness protection depending upon the particular situation¢ 
Commilted to the :)rfisemntinn. mstorniiml. and mtionalu:~e of tlw eco.mhere 



This protection afforded such habitat is in the final? long view to 

be considered of great benefit to hur:-:ans~~-i;-.... ::-ou~:;::..v·i·e:v.ro 

l!·Ie agree that Islands as wilderness is 

en-'cirely 1vithin and supplimental to the purposes for which the refuge 

was establishedo The ;future of this areas holds many uncertain-cies 

as regards the type of conflicting pressures which may be placed upon 

in the future., We see vrilderness protection as the only i:;.~or!. clad, 

statuatory mandate which vmuld assure us that this place vJill be 

protected 9 and thus retain its val~..:es as a refugeo It is the be 

assurance we have that a good habitat situation will be maintained 

v.JiJchout all the creeping encroachments we see in so many othe:;.n aree.s 

of similar significance. 
'\ 

These encroach:nents come from ccr:rr.:::':c~:~.sl 

developments, and sometimes even from the agencies which 

landso If such agency encroachments arer.. vt obvious nov-r as vre b,:;:2_ieve 

that they are not within the Fish and VJil'dlife Service? v-1e also caution 

that. ~chis situation is entirely possible in t.;he future~ 'I'o put it 

in simpler Jcerms, a well knovm conservationist;:; in Alaska once 

commented on prot~ection of national p2.rk lands in Jchis case by 

protect the parks from the National Park Service?''1 

, . 
asK~ng 9 

gentleman feels that t,he National Park Service is _developma:1t 

oriented and has made damaging inroads into valuable wildlands as 

a result a f.A.fl use the example here only to stress a basic point., 

t·;re also believe that it is important that the submerged la:1.ds and tide 

loca'ced v-rithin the refuge and which are being proposed to be a part of 

the Semidi Wilderness Area are critical and of much importance "co t,he 

proposal.and to the wilderness~ Inasmuch as wilderness areas in 

these United States offer some of the few places which remain v.JJJich 

wzy provide good research opportunities to science? these submerged 
l " . .:...h S 'd' !"' . • ..._ ' .. T . ' . _anas ~n ~A a en1 1 re uge are JUS~ sucn a p~ace~ _n -cn~s case 

I 

lands provide a good opportunity to research the impact which guano 

has upon the marine environment.. ~'i=fS=i~.;c;o~nsid.£rr~.ecr··;i;:u·;p'ortc.-..:-.. t.:.:_.to-.. 
1 lT ·1- t , . ,... t. , , d d b . - . • 1 l ".., ·.'.:~:.:·.v:.. ~·. ~ cierness pro ect:. ~on OJ: ~ae_Lan s an su merged lanas Wl..J..~ or.:: er 

that opportunity to science, and v.rill - in fact - enhance that. opportuni 

as the years speed by and our abilities grow to develop and radically 

e1lter our rr...arine environments., 'i~C'.\.t yo.,'~,- cx.duevse <;,\u'Y\C\flc... Cl..'nd~\lrns 
C .1:'1 . .... . U Cf-ne.tttllu I'V"at;. .. \;\UW\C\V\ clcnv\Ln ~ · · onl 1c~1ng ses 1 - ·~ 

.J~:C~ 
We note'mineral resources and mineral potential of this area is pdor,; 

making this potential - and confli:tin3; -use unlikely, ·vre also note 



'0 ) 

there unlikely .. 

Bird Po~~ and S·oecies 

Friends ,of the Eart,h considers the i.:J.and to be of particul.ar 

generally because of the millions 0f sea birds at"crac·ted to its c 

for nesting purposeso There are major 9 very large colonies of such 

birds on the precipitous cliffs of all nine main islands according to 
· i •7 - l ' · O.F'J. • d ' the lmpact statement.v ,\e note as ·wel. t.:.1.at r;1a:..1.y specle.s cons::L erea 

in great abundance on the islandso This unde:cscores the impor'Gance 

of providing stat:uatory protection to this area. by the U~S., Congress 

~nder the enabling Wilderness Act of l964o 

The peregrine falcon and bald eagle are bir-ds 1·1hich have a special 

national significanceo These would benefit from the added protectio~ 

for the Semedi refuge \vhich vre are hereby considering" 

We note that comrnercial fishing in the area is a prior esta~lished 

use and 7 under the Wilderness Act 7 would therefore not be affected 

by designation of this refuge as a w~lderness. 

e Freouently Heard Q9 Jections 

The present State Administration under Governor \'lilliam .i'J.. o Egan has 

opposed wilderness proposals on federal lands in the past for a 

va::.~iety of reasonsQ Although vm respect the Governorv s vie1.,rs and 

realize that he must consider many situations wh~e he makes any 

deci.sions? ·we also are of the opinion that opposition to vrilderness 

areas in the state of Alaska has become a matter of procedure vrithout 

due consideration of the individual caseo One view we hear oft:.en is 

that no \•lilderness should be designated until a comprehensive land use 

policy can be formula·ted for our state which determines, among other 

things~ what wilderness needs really are in Alaskao This is~ of cou:~se:r 

an extremely i.vorthy objective~ this exp:r-essE:d n~;;eci for the lor..g ~ 

comprehensive view., Should wilderness proposals such as the Semidi 

proposal be made a part of this long rang planning process~ thelJ. r,-.;e 

t}1ink it is important that all proposals to classify and dedicate lands 1 

Alaska come under this single processo This is not now that case as . 
..re all know] and there are countless examples of committment of lands 

~1ithin·Alaska currently or recently made which are part of no compre

hensive planning process whatsoever~ To name a fe·w: proposed highT::8.ys ~ 
Q...li-j 

the oil ~ipeline corridor 1 the gas line corridor~ open to erri:i:ry state 



tt.le 

ion 

·this refuge v.rould result depending upon one v s point of viei!i" 

Iviechanized vehicles or other means of travel within this or any 

wilderness area would not be permi ... cted;; thereby creating an adverse 

impact upon the user of such modes of ~ransportationo On the other 

:C1and ~ the purpose of t.he designation of wilderness would be to 

pro ... cect the ;··9-:cea from the adverse impact of mechanized int.rusions 

iona} 

upon the habitat of the islands.. In the same sense one could that 

the removal of a tried·and proven thief from society by restraining 

him in·prison would have an adverse impact upon the individual~s 

actions as a thiefo We feel we are best off with wilderness 

designation of Semidi National \'lildlife Refuge., Friends of the 

Earth feels that to allo<:v an area t.of significance for 

values to fall into the hands of a cornmercial or industrial 

developer is really the way to lock it~ up o For~ with the e abli 

of a clearly conflict use such as heavy or even light industry 

a wildlife refuge~ one rather effectively locked that area 

up to other uses by destroying or significantly altering the 

life system upon v1hich that use depended., Put an oil ,,..fell in the 

middle of a highschool foot~ball field for example and you have ra ... cher 

altered or destroyed the intended use 9 and this has actually happened 

in Burkburnett? Texas 7 another oil state in our United States. To 

put it better in the words of another \vho testified at the Kenai 

Moose Range "~:vilderness hearings, n---we aren$t trying to lock anythL1.g 

up.. \'Jilderness is the only use that preserves intact the ·oossibilitv 

()f all other uses---G rv Another told the hearing') 11 State government 

(in its objections to wilderness upon a need to include 

;,iithiTJ. the plan:c~ing process) - a two headed dragon with one lamenting • 

need for planning while the other forsees resources development 

regardless---- .. n We are not proposing basic alterations to an area 

which is being proposed for wilderness protectiono irle are simply 

leaving it as it is& In itself this action in no way locks an area eup or preempts the ot.her range of possibilities there., It is rather 

the gradual whittling away - or even the sudden massive development -

of a 111ildlife refuge, national park 0r othe.v defacto wilderness under 

a multiple use type of concept which is the begining of the foreclosure 



of ot·her opportunities that area~ What lands are more locked up~ 1/Ie e ask, than those in private ownership, or corrxrnitted to a single indus-~ 

or reaJ,kstate type of use? It is alviays possible to withdra'~:'l ·the 

wilderness status through another act of the Congress" would 

be more cult to cancel out·the kinds of development which 

refuge lands could be opened to in the future if there \"lere no 

tools such as ,_,rilderness designation with which to protect an area 

and continue to make it open and available to the general public. 

The future of bird populations which are of significance to the 

nation and even other nations of the world - as well as to oul~ ovm 

residents - should hinge as c;~it does upon the protection of 

this area under the Wilderness Act. It a continous ing and 

nesting habitat, for millions of birds~ and its offshore ivaJce:c's 

provide habitat for sea , harbor s and sea otters. A sea 

lion rookery of approximately 500 animais is located on so~thern 

Chovdet Island., To those 1r1ho oppose this specific ·wilderness 

proposs.l - or such p:copo s generally - I would ask V·That --che~'1 vrould 

you offer as an iron clad means of protection for these valuable 

features? There may be other answers? but Friends of the 

believes:~ as do the majo ty of other conservation organizations and 

memberships - that the enabling legislation? the Wilderness Act of 

1964 which provides statuatory protection for a wilderness area, is 

a superb tool for the protection of these productive wildlands in 

!-.laska 9 and in the few little places left in lour nation .. 

Mr. Chairxan, we believe that there is a poor : . understandi~g of e 
~·.Yilderness Act in our ate., It is a misunderstanding i'lhich has be·en 

purposely portrayed to the general public 'irJho are be forced to 
believe that wilderness designation locks an area upo The media 

the Governor are partl.y responsible i~or these distortions.. VJe 

believe, from the performance at past wilderne~s hearings 9 that Ala 

~~ho love this state in all its splendor and are living here because 

:Lt ove:""'\\rhelmingly favor the protection of this great land through 

designations. such as '· wilderness areas.. If the outdoorsm.en, the 

hunters, guides 9 hikers, outdoor recreation industry, Native e subsistence users -~ ~. tourist industry and that. ordinary AlASkan i>Jho 

loves being here want anything a"c a., left of this place, then they 

had best get on with the job of prot~cting it, or there won't be any 

such places left to use and enjoy~ 

of 

i 
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Box 1 Vermillion, S. Dak. 57069 

February 26, 1973 

':...;.:,~:;~u of .:..;:r:rl" :::·~ . .., .. · 
• t ... ,J .... ,Je"' 'l"!d 1 , •• , ···~ 

Area Director 
Bt1:rmu of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Ala3ka 99501 

R E c ., ~ _, •·;t:u:rc 
. -IVE_; 

Dear Sir, Re: Semidi Wilderness 

Dakota Environmental Council, Inc. is a volurnary associaion of 
many midwestern conversationists who are interested in the preservation 
of the nation's wild lands. As chairman of the Council's committee on 
natural areas, I have been authorized and directed to write to you an. 
expression of the Council's support of the Fish and Wildlife Service's 

e;ecol)lffiendations- for the establishment of the Semidi Wilderness Area. · 

Dakota· Environmental Council, Inc. has adopted a re·solution to 
support the establishment of wilderness on all qualifying lands, believing 
that the preservation of the world's vanishing wild habitats is as essen
tial for the benefit of man as for the wild creatures that depend on it 
directly ~or their lives. We belie~e that the Semidi wildlife Refuge will 
qualify as wilderness as defined by the 1964 Wilderness Act; and we com
mend .the Fish and Wildlife Service proposal to classify the entire refuge 
as wilderness. 

We desir~ that you include this letter as a part of the proceedings 
deveioped at your hearing at Anchorage on February 20, 1973 and respect
fully thank you for this opportunity to be heard. 

INC. 

Natural Are 

.::kb 
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Statement of the Wilderness Society 
on a Proposal tc Include the Semidi 

National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, in 
the National Wilderness Preservation System 

February 20, 1973 

The Wilderness Society, a national conservation organization, with 

headquarters in Washington, D.C., wishes to go on record in strong 

support of the conclusion of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

that all of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is fully qualified for 

admission into the National Wilderness ~reservation System. 

!;(,•.,'~";;~ (.': /il ::;.-:d.G~•-< ;_j;'. 'i1-1.0;-: i~~-:..Cc~~ ·/··<'2-i<·-;.~·-<. 
The Wilderness Society oi±l'Cl.:4tzS· 80,000 members fela ~ it t..s exceedingly 

appropriate that the 256,000 acre wildlife refuge encompassing nine rocky 

Wilderness Preservation System. The Semidis are one of the.~~~ 

11.1Q$i: spectacular wild wilderness islands and are one of the very few .J~?' 

wilderness areas in the nation that include$ the surrounding submerged lands/ 
~ 

thus encompassing in its entirety a viable marine ecosystem of national 

importance. vi..: (;/:...c (.t_. e...:.~~'-<-<~-'-.::... c!..l._t;...:_~f f/ 7'il _1. a.t~.IJ.t:"-a u.~::r.t- -.:L... !~. (~;.< L<._ 

~,_...;:...:.-C:."': j· 1 -a<~7<..J..A..1.:d. j,;._: !2-<•.·'--'•·<--~<,·, .:.l.'<·o') '[/..~ ~;._1_/~-~-. i;"' 

Many forms of wildlife require a wilderness condition in order to survive. 

The extensive pelagic bird colonies of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge are 
. I 

an exeellant example. Millions of seabirds crowd its rock J wlges, ~·:bile 

thousands of others whirl overhead. Offshore waters te~m with feeding birds. 

Black-legged ki tti\·lakes, Pacific fulmars, horned puffins, and common and 

thick-billed murres are the dominant species, numbering in the millions 

during the breeding and nesting season. The American bald eagle is common 

on the refuge and the endangered peregrine falcon also finds haven here. All 

of the islands are used by nesting birds. The surrounding waters, rich in 



marine life, provide food necessary to sustain such a2' massive concentration 

of wildlife. 

Created by administratiye action -- an Executive Order -- the wildlife 

refuge can be abolished by the same means. Wilderness designation would 

provide legal protection for this wilderness island sanctuary, assuring 

the preservation of its natural qualities. 

In the past the Alaska State Administration has repeatedly o,;~;!-;tt!"~: 

formal wilderness designation of any areas in Alaska. The~~~~~ 
• '(/- ., '*"9."'-~ -· •. -. ··-···-·· 

<~t~ that they are opposed to such designation tmtil there is an over-all 

land-use plan for Alaska. Not only are they asking the Department of Interior 

to disregard a tr.andateby the U.S. Congress that the studies be completed 

before September, 1974, but they are unwilling to stop or delay development 

which is rapidly shrinking the present de facto wilderness lands in Alaska. 

We therefore strongly urge the Department of Interior and Congress to ignore 

such rhetoric. 

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge highly qualifies for wilderness and 

it should be so designated without delay. 

-d (}(.')<)) 

r 



Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife· 
813 D Street 
Anchorage» Alaska 99501 

Sir, 

10807 Berwick Way 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
February, 26, 1973 

,, 

-· -We wish to go on record as favoring the recommendation of 
the-Fish and Wildlife Service that the Semidi National Wildlife 

- -=-Re-fuge-- be included in the- National Wilderness Preservation Sys
tem.- This should include the entire area, including submerged 
lands. · 

e -· ·- ·- .,; ... -...Pelagic bird colonies such as. those inhabiting the many 
rookeries of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge need wilderness 

· --conditions to assure survival. This refuge is also h-ome for 
the American bald eagle and peregrine falcon, both of which are 
declining in population over much of their ranges. 

This refuge is located outside of known major petroleum 
deposits and contains no known mineral deposits of commercial 
importancee Inclusion of this faunal rich area in the Wilder
ness System would not preclude the use of its surrounding 
marine waters. by commercial fishing vessels. 

Please include this correspondence as part of the record 
of the public hearing to be held in Anchorage. 

Sincerely, 

/) I ,., _, / . ' ! J, /_ 

Yf~~·t :.·v~~~~~~0-vv-,~ 
j1 gonservation Chairman 

Sacramento Audubon Society 

copy to: Mr. Harry Hurlbert, President 
Sacramento Audubon Society 

_Natural Resources are the Wealth of the Nation 
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TESTIMONY BY THE MOUNrrAINEERING CLUB 

OF ALASKA 

for the 
PROPOSED SElvfiDI WILDERNESS-SEMIDI 

NATIONAL 1NILDLIFE REFUGE 
ALASKA 

1he Mountaineering Club of Alaska would like to g_o on record as being 
n full support of the proposed Semidi 1Afilderness in the Semidi National 
'ildlife Reguge, Alaska. These remote and stormy Islands are a haven 

or millions of seabirds and other wildlife ass0ciated with Alaska's 

reductive marine waters. Scientists consider colonies such as thist 
orne of the most fragile of natural ecosystems and best managed in 

heir natural stateo It is only with these invaluable reference points 

rotected from human interference that man :made change can be measured 
ith accuracy. So then, these extensive pelagic bird colonies have 

ignificance in the lives of people who may never see them and constitute 

heritage of beauty in which every American should find inspiration~ 

is is one wilderness propesal that should be non-controversiRl, for 
e islands are remote and treeless, grazing and mineral petential 

practicrally nill, and boat anchorages poor. 

'lderness designation should in no way conflict with ongoing commercial 
'shing activities in refuge waters, but would provide great protection 

the nearby waters in which fishing tal~:es place. 

t is disappointing however, to lean that Governor Egan and his administration 

re again unilaterally opposed to this wilderness proposal, as they 
!1-Ve been opposed to all such proposals in the recent past. We 

1derstand that one of the primary reasons for this opposition is the 

~ate's concern that comprehensive land-use planning be accomplished 
~fore any such wilderness protectioSI is allowed., 

1ilst we are whole~heartedly in favor of wise land-u~e planning, we 

"li<1a it should apply to the entire Stateo But in reality we find 
1e S~te Administration, whilst opposing protection of some our 

tstanding de facto wilderness areas, is promoting new highways~ 



/ 
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I 

-~ 
/pelines~ mlnlnf, ventures, and massiv·a timber sales to Japan., At 

I 

;he present time wealthy developers from both within and outside our 
I 

/wonderful state are grabbing large blocks of land in the Ma.tanuska 
i 

1 and Susitna Valleys for unplanned real estate development., Obviously, 
there are some gross inconsistencies in our State government's approach 
to land-use planning~ 

Under these circumstances we feel it is even more urgent that permanent 
congressional protection be provided some o6 our state's outstanding 
vdlderness areas including the Semidi Islan~, as provided for in the 
Wilderness Act of 1964a 

Thank you very much for this opportunity to express our views .on the 
important wilderness proposal .. 

Conservation Chairman 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

. i· 

i· 
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MAR o 197.3 . 

March. l, 1973 

Area Direc_tor 
·Bureau of Snort.Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, ·Alaska 99501 

Dear sir 

.I would like this letter to be entered into 
Semidi J·H'!R Wilderness arir:g record as the official 

_position of the Albuq_uerque Environmental Center. 

We com:o"letely s:np::port the proposal of Bure·au of 
Snort Fi es and Wildlife that the entire S di 
N~tional Wildlife Refuge be desienated as a Wilderness 
Area (including the submerged lands). . 

Wilderness designation will certainly reinforce the 
esent :protection of the outstanding bird habitat 
tbe S di Refuge. 

u~{~~A~~~ 
I18.vid Foreman 
Wilderness Director 



by Ansel Adams in Tbis Is the American Earth 

Area Director 

SIERRA CLUB 
OFFICE OF THE NORTHWEST REPRESENTATIVE 

4534Y2 University Way, N. E. 
Seattle, Washington 98105 
(zo6) 632-6157 

1 March 1973 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sira 

The Sierra Club has made an official statement regarding your 
fine Wilderness proposal for Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. Even 
so, I myself want to lend the specific support of the Northwest 
Office of the Sierra Club and Federation of \l]estern Outdoor Clubs 
to. your ,p:r:oposal. Please include this letter in the official hearing 
record. - --·- - --

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is more than a quarter of a 
million acres 'Ln extent, although the nine rocky islands with their 

4itfantastic precipitous shore1.ines cover less than 10,000 acres. Never
theless, these islands in the Gulf of Alaska are suffi.cient to be the 
habi-tat 6f millions of sea birds, with extensive pelagic bird colonies. 
The dominant species Q~e_-~incredible birds like the black-legged kitti
wakes, Pacific fulmars, horned puffins, and common and mixed-billed 
murreso They need these islands for their nesting, and they need the 
surrounding waters for feeding. For these reasons, we are in complete 
agreement with your view that the submerged land needs to be added to 
the National Wilderness Preservation System, as well as the nine 
islands themselves. 

lh 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to present our views. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-~ iVto,k~ 
Roger Mellem ' 
Acting Northwest Representative 
Sierra Club 
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs 



THE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NORTH CAROLINA 

;ident, 
lace Kaufman 
:36 
tum, N.C. 27228 

,.President, 
.d Woodard 
9 Country Club Ct. 
~igh, N.C. 27608 

retary, 
·y Jane Boren 
I. Box 1066 

.pel Hill, N.C. 2751] 

asurer,. 
Charlotte Dawley 
I. Box 1065 
ensboro, N.C. 2740 

LEIGH OFFICE 
, Odd Fellows Bldg. 
gett Street 
1-8172 

~r Thompson 
dra Linton 
lis Harned 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVED 

.. MAR 6 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorcee, Alaskl:l 

Area Director 
Bureau of SPort Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

March 1, 1973 

On behalf of the Conservation Council of North Carolina, its 
1,000 individual members, and more than 100 organizational 
members, we urge you to place the entire Semidi Wilderness 
Refuge in the Wilderness System., We in North Carolina with our 
many estuaries and coastal areas are keenly aware of the tre
mendous natural vitality of this kind of environment. We are 
also, rather belatedly, aware of how quickly this vitality can 
disappear if there is no protection. For areas as fragile as 
these and as yet untouched, the protection of the wilderness 
classification is particularly appropriate. 

For the Semidi Refuge any intrusion by man would almost have to 
be a radical alteration of the environment because in its present 
state that env.ironment offers little opportunity for human use. 
Were this not. such an important area for such a great many species 
of wildlife and were it not quite so fragile, we would not hesitate 
to consider a:lloi-d:ng .for human intervention. 

We urge the Bureau.of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife to do all in 
its power to preserve these islands as a wild area. 

,Sincerely 1 

I i _ · 
tv~stv~ I I~ ~. ~ 

Wallace Kauf 
President 

WK/mb 



SA\GU.tt\_RO ECOLOGY 
Lurccu of Sport Fi!hsries ond Wildlife 

RECEIVEtJ · 

MAR 8 19Ti 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Alaska Area Director 

CLUB 

6737 N. 60th Street 
Scottsdale, .Arizona 85253 
fJlarch 5, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear r1r. ~vatson: 

\'ie of the Saguaro Ecology Club ·strongly support the 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife's proposal for a 

Semidi Islands lrJilderness. The islands' unique environment 

for nesting seabirdsis extremely valuable at this time, as our 

country is suffering from ~ severe lack of such prime wildlife 

habitat. The natural state of these islands also'offers an 

unparalleled opportunity to study the delicate seacoast eco-

system. Wilderness ~esignation will ensure the islands' 

protection for the study and enjoyment of all generations. 

Thank you for allowing us to express our views. Please 

.make this letter part of the official record. 

Sincerely, 
r£) .c> 

v/""~t.c-<- f.fi.;u"'~ 
Bruce Hauner 

Saguaro Ecology Club 



.RECEIVE.-' 

!i:1AR t :d ·iq~ATURALIST CLUB OF LAGUNA HILLS 
P. 0, BOX 2034 

Oftic.e of the Area Dire~r 
:Aii(;horcge; A!c.:sk.o 

Area Director 

LAGUNA HillS, CALIFORNIA 92653 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 'Hildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen:-

March 9, 197.3 

The Naturalist Club o~ Laguna Hills, 350 strong, urgently supportsthe 

designation of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness addition$ 

This wol.l.1hd provide legal protection f'or this 'l-.'ilderness isl!tnd sanctuary, 

assuring the preservation of its uonderful natural qualities. 

e Such uildernass a.re:as are b-"ldly needed. 

Sincerely, 



WEST MICHIGAN 

Environmental Action Council 
® 822 CHERR"y, S.E •• GRAND.RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506. • PHONE (616} 451-2403 

b;.;.-0'"' • ' 
'tr Yii~JiNSMTJ:..JjG, CO]{CERN INTO ACTION 11 

'"'lt'l: C f "'·o vV·Ja''" I V f..., ' '"'- · 

MAR March 7, 1973 v,.. 1 4 {Q-:1 
lu/.J 

Office of t'Je A 
hcho;ag reo Director 

. e, A!c:;k;q 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is in strong support of wilderness designation for the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

Our organization, wl1ich is composed of over 700 individual members 
and about 75 organizations, is very concerned over the ever-decreasing 
amount of wilderness in our country to support wildlife. We are 
expecially concerned when wildlife areas such as the Semidi National 
Refuge is threatened with any kind of development or commercial use. 

Please put us on record as strongly supporting the designation of 
the entire wildlife refuge as wilderness. We would like to be able 
to think that our children or grandchildren will be able to study or 
see the birds which are so endangered now, and for which there are 
so few places left. 

JW/ko 

Si.ncerely, 

cJf:t;;-i 
Mrs. Willard E.· olfe 
Executive Direc or 
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ARIZONA CONSERVATION, COUNCIL--'ifi-
Box 11312 · -
Phoenix~ Arizona 85061 

Hareh 4, 1973 

AreS: Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99~01 MAR 1 2197.1 
Dear Sir: Office oF the A reo Director 

An::horcge, A!cs:<a 

At it''s monthly meeting of Harch 1, 1973 the .Ariz.ona Conservation 

Council Reviswed the proposal for the Semidi Wilderness of Alaska. 

I am pleased to report that the council membership voted to endorse 

the proposed vrilderness as presented by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and \1/'ildlife. We are greatful for this opportunity to support the -vrisdor:t 

of President Roosevelt, other conservationists and the Bureau for the· 

benefit of a refugefor such a great number of sea birds and other 

wildlife. 

thank you again. 

~~ 
L:mdon Keefer 
Chainnan 
Arizona Conservation Council 

AMERICAN. CAMPING ASSN ,. AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PlANNERS • ARIZONA WILDLIFE SOCIETY • ARIZONA ASSN OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECt 

ARIZONA EDUCATION ASSN • ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN ClUBS • ARIZONA FEDERATION OF WOMENS CLUBS • AMERICAN YOUTH HO~TH' 

:ARIZONA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSN • ARIZONA STATE HORSEMENS ASSN • ARIZONA OUTDOOR WRITERS ASSN • ARIZONA ROADSIDE COUNCI 
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CONSERVATION 

EDUCATION t~:AR 1 81973 
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Area Director 

UlllL<:o ot 1.1e Area Oirec:ror 
Anc;horcge, Alcskq 

March 14, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing on behalf of the Massachusetts Audubon Society, 
to urge you to add the Semidi National Wildl'ife Refuge in · 
Alaska to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

. . . --
At this time, when the fate of many seabird colonies, from 
chemical and oil pollution of the oceans and from.hUIJJan dis
turbance, hangs in the balarice;·this remote area and its 
millions of breeding seabirds should be afforded every pro- · 
tection possibleo You are doubtless aware that the Puffin 
colonies in Scotland's Hebridean Islands have been qramatically 
redu_ce~_in numbers in recent·years. Early counts indicated 
that up to 3 million pairs of Puffins formerly bred. there; 
pre_sent estimates indicate that these numbers have been reduced 
by 80-90% in the last fe'tv years. Although the reasons for the 
decline are unclear, the British Trust for Ornithology has 
undertaken a crash program to analyze the effect on Puffins of 
ocean pollutants known to be present in nearby waters. 

Regardless of the fate of seabirds elsewhere, we sincerely hope 
that those in the Semidi Islands will be well protected and will 
continue to thrive. The islands uninhabited status, the lack of 
large scale human activity in the area, and the difficulty of 
landing on them would seem to make them ideal candidates for 
wilderness designation. Their lack of mineral resources and the 
fact that provision can be made for commercial fishing to con
tinue-should soften the opposition of those with interests in 
these areas. 

We sincerely urge you to act on this proposal immediately and to 
work quickly to bring to a conclusion arrangements necessary to 
include this refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

AHM:ES 
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Dear Sirss 

Box 2281 
Ketchikan, Alaska 
M'a.rch 12 • 1973 · . 

\-le 9 the Tongass Conservation Society, Chapter of the Alaska Conservation. 

·Society, Ketchikan, Alaska request that the Semidi area including sub-

merged lands surrounding this island wildlife. sanctuary be included in·· 

the National Uilderness· Preservation System• 

Haybe these islands are not the most ideal wilderness area but they have-

·.ideal location and climate for million of sea birds, a~d marine mammals who 

soon will be crowded into the open sea or out of existence. 

The waters around these islands rut!st be included in this wilderness and onJ.y; 

then can the islands retain their true wilderness status. Even-when Wtr 

request this Se..'Tlidi Wilderness, \\e must realize nrach more land must be 

retained and put aside for wilderness ?tudy and eventually made into 

wilderness areas. 

Our ;.;ilde:rness areas are the only ch'ance for our endangered' species- of· 

both animals and birds to survive the b:uman element. 1-f.an has become too greedy-

and '•li th dedicated supervision, our chances of survival become better. 

This statement is not lengthy or':Pointed s.tatement, but rathar a plea for the' 

preservation of the Semidi itlilderness ?rcposal'1 that man and earth may live 

together in harmony, suppl~~ng our needs and all other creatures th9ir 

nt}eds a.."l.d that our future generations may see. vlhat we see and eat what we eatp 

and breath good pure air. 

Than."< you. 

Orvel'Holum (member) 
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L;;rcc:u of !:port fi::1cries ortd \Vilciiife 
RECEIVEo 

4t MAR 2 3197:i 
Office of !he Am_a Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Gordon W. Watson, Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wil~life 
United States Department of Inter~or 
813 D Stree·t 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear J.;fr. Watson, 

The Conservation League 
110 West 7lst Street 
New York, New York 10023 

Leonard R... Graydon, Chairman 

March 19, 1973 

The Conser~ation League would like to thank you for your efforts 
i~ sending us the brochure on the wilderness proposal for Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge. Our review of the summary wilderness study indicates its 
conclusion that all of the lands and submerged areas of Semidi be desig-
nated as wilderness are both sound and necessary. · 

While Semidi' s total land ar.ea is small and its accessibilitv for 
wilderness enthusiasts is limited, it. is .nevertheless imoorta:nt that"'..:.: 
Semidi recieve the highest order of statuatoey protection so as to 
preserve it as suitable habitat for its·vast populations of pelagic birds_ 
In addition to the co~onies of seabirds 9 two endangered species - the · 
aJ_d eagle __ and peregrine falcon - ocqur_ on the islands. An undisturbed 
Wviroruiient, ·as provided by classification oft he entire refuge as 
wilderne~s, wo~ld be the most appropriate management nolicy to adoot in 
order to preserve these wildlife resources ... 

The islands certainly qualify for wilderness; no non-conforming 
uses are in practice in the refuge boundaries excent for some commercial 
fishing which will not be effecte'd by the change to wilderness status, No 
developements or management policies are planned by the Bureau that 
conflict with the administration of the refuge as a wilderness area .. 

·The Conservation League therefore urges that the conclusions of 
the study be presented to the. Secretary of the Interior and that the 
Secretary recommend to the President that all of the islands and 
submerged lands of Semidi be added to the National Wilderness Preservation 
system. 

~~ 
Brune Picchi. 



The Southern Oregon-Northern California 

Wilderness Coalition 
1632! HIGH STREET, EUGENE, OREGON 97401 

.·1 \ 

~) 

March 21, 197;1 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and v/ildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir, 

Lurom.s of ~port Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVED 

MAR 2 31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

The Southern Oregon-Northern California 'ii ilderness Coalition 
is a confederation of organized conservation groups and indi
viduals in the southern Oregon-northern California region 
dedicated to preserving the last of our wild are~s. 

We ~uld like to go on record fully supporting the Bureau's 
wilderness proposal for the Semidi Nationa.l Wildlife Refuge. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

w~-
Joe Vfalicki 
Coordinator 



Eureau of Sport fisheries and Wildlife 
ltECEIVEO 

MAR 2 61973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

March 20, 1973 

Wilderness Proposal 
Alaska Conservation 
Kodiak Chapter 
P. 0. Box 751 
Kodiak, Alaska 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sports 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Fisheries and Wildl 

99501 

SUBJECT: SEMIDI WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 

Committe2 
Society 

Dear Sir: , 
The ACS, kodiak Chapter, would like to go on REcord 

in favor of the Semidi Wilderness Propasal, DUE to the 
unique bird resourses, and habitat. 

Sincerely 
C~\)_,~- ~ 

Chris Billi\:gs 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
. BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. Richard J, Myhre, Assistant Director 
The International Pacific Halibut Commission 
P.O. Box 9, University Station 
Seattle, Washington 98105 ,, 
Dear Mr. Myhre: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J·. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adviDed of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
yo~r department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

11 /( I /I -; _.-f--
~tgvc f!V {/t)tf_J)J8~A_ 
Gordon W. Watson· 
Area Director 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska.Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. Nels A. Anderson, Jr., Executive Director 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 237 
Dillingham, Alaska 99576 

,, 
Dear Mr. Anderson: 

This will inform you that a public hearing will bereld on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify tl.S wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be adyised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior -.;.;ill consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representatiye to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

tfjnlr:-TA {() {0~L~ 
//~~rdon i.J. i.Jatson 
· Area Director 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

Alaska Area Office 
813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

January 5, 1973 

Mr. Willie Hensley, President 
Alaska Federation of Natives 
1675 C St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Hensley: 

·This will inform you that a public hearing will be held on February 20, 
1973, at the Z. J. Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska, to ascertain 
public views on a proposal to classify as wilderness the 256,000 acre 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890), provides that 
the federal and state agencies concerned be advised of the proposed action. 
The Secretary of the Interior will consider any views you care to submit 
with his recommendations to the President and to Congress. 

Enclosed for the information of your department are copies of the public 
notice and brochure regarding the proposal. 

We invite you or your authorized representative to present the views of 
your department at the public hearing or to submit them to me in writing 
by March 23, 1973. 

EnclosurE: 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ~u {)JCL~~--
rdon W. Watson 
ea Director 
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Adomeit, 2432 Kenilworth Road, Cleveland, OH 44106 
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Boyd, Mike, 825 W. Co. Rd. B, St. Paul, "fv1\l SSll3 

Braeuninger, Kathleen, 1208 Millgrove Rd., Ednor, Silver Springs, MD 20904 

Buerk, Minerva, Suite llO, Bwyn Mawr Medical Bldg, J3!.vyn Mavrr, PA 19096 

Burk, Myrle, 1511 E. Gresham Rd., Waterloo, LA 50701 

Burlison, Lenore, 5401 Midvale Ave. N ff204, Seattle, WA 98103 

Butler, Drusilla, 1960 Broaffivay Apt 3, San Francisco, CA 94109 

Carter, Ed~e, 64 Hall Street, Hamden, Cf 06517 
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Herbert, J.M., 1323 Thirty-first Street, Ogden, UT 84403 
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Hollister, Louise, 3036 Riverview Dr., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
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1ebruary 16, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of S)ort Fisheries and Uildlii'e 
SlJ D St 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501.' 

Dear Nadam (or .3ir): 

I am Y~iting in SUPPORT of the designation of the 

Semidi National ilildlife Refuge 

FEB 2 0197.3 
Office of the Area 0 . ... _ mxtor 

nnchorage, Alaskg 

as 1-JILDERH.ESS. lie have traveled tldce in trnt area of Alaska and have been 
deeply impressed by the abundance of lilldlite and the truly wild feeli~ of the 
area. We suppor1 stronr~Y the ve~ue of wilderness for both scientific and 
aesthetic reasons, and urge tha. t you do a.ll in your pOl·rcr to help protect the 
urea. 

Yours, 

· ~-~-"-
Audra Adelberger 
503g Nicklas Pl. HZ 
Seattle Wash 93105 



e , 

t;;;, wiJU of ~~crt ri~:,orles and Wildlife 
MECEIVE. 

Office_ of ttle Area Director 
Anchor age, Alcska 
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MISS RUTH E . ADOMEIT 
2432 KENILWORTH ROAD 

Cl.EVEl.AND, OHIO 44106 
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l:;!Nfi2SatrW 
I V ANDERSON 
13008 E MAXWELL AV 
SPOKANE WA 99216 (j\l . , 

/ 

Cu;oou of ~pert F;~:,3ries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE _, 

Office of the Area Director 
Anchorage, Alaska 
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Office of lhe Area Director 
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Area Director 

Bozeman, VJOntana 
Fehrua~ 13, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~lildlife 
813 D Street 

lili; .. au at !:l'Ort ri~hories and Wildlife 
RECEIVE 

FF.B 2 0 I~Tl Anchorar-e, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: Office of the Area Director 
Anchorcge, Alcsko 

I am writing you to express interest in and a~r.rova1 of the proposal to 
designate tr.e Semidi Islands as A wilderness national wildlife refUge. 
Al thou.v,h I have not visited . these islP.nds, I have read a !:'rP.a t. deal a ro11t 
them end have seen films, and it anpears to me that they definitely 
deserve priority as a t·tilderness area . 

an 
Recently I have retired to live in Hontana on/1R9 acre strio of Umber lP-nd 
Which I have o~med for 15 yeP.rs, and I have become r,reatly alarmed by the 
declinin~ wildlife population over these years. Thus, I feP.l stronr.ly thP.t 
there is little time to waste if we ere to save tr.e wonderful wHd creatures 
of this planet . 

Best wishes for the success of this proposal . 

Very sincerely ~.rours , 

\.. \.t-· I I '-'L--'"\.. 
(.A.( < -< • . .. ... ~. .... -

GertrtJdo Baker, Ph. D. 
Rt. 2, Box 220 
Bo~eman, ~-fontana 59715 



Januflry 11, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of: Sport Fisher:i.e s ·,•nd \rlildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I recently received the brochure concerning the 
"Semidj vlilderness Proposal. II 

.· 

Living in trn city but s.t the same time havinR a 
great love for the wilderness and all wildlife, it 
made my day to see the striking photos of Semidi. 

My family and I are 100% in agreement for the 
proposal to include Semidi within the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

PleaseJ 

Very truly yours, 

flt~ a~~ 
Mrs. J~ Bankos 
1436 N. Snelling Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108 

Curcau of r-
vpcrt Flsllories and Wild!'~ 

R E C E I V Ire E_ 

·'~N ~ 91873 
Office of the A~eo o· .rector 

Anch~ge, Aloskg 
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WILDEPNDSS PROPOSAL 
'IYPED COPY OF LEITER OF TESTIMJNY FOR SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. 
WOULD NOT COPY DUE TO COLOR OF PAPER. 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

fuar Sir: 

Mike Boyd 
825 W. Co. Rd. B 
St. Paul, Mlnn. 55113 

' . . 1', 

This letter is written in response to your proposal to include the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge within the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. 

I am Y!!El. much in favor of putting the Semidi Refuge in the Nat. Wilderness 
System. · 

As a Forester (B.S. from Uhiv. of Minn. -Mar. 1971), I realize that it is 
important to have wilderness areas that man can study. Wilderness arP.:u; are 
the only places man can compare his man-altered environment· to, and then 
see what affects man has had on his environment. There should be enough 
wilderness in every different type of climate and vegetation types so that man 
can always compare his environment to the natural; with climate and vegetation 
be:ing the same. 

I have visited the BWCA part of the Superior Nat. Forest many times (also 
worked there for three summers) and found that people enjo~ the wilderness 
visit. VVhen people visit any wilderness, they learn more out themselves 
as well as nature. Perhaps sorre day I can visit the Semidi Wilderness. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mike Boyd (original signed) 



Mrs. A. D. Braeuninger 
1208 Millgrove Rd. , Ednor 
Silver Spring, Md. 20904 
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Cui<:.OU ot ~;>crt fi~:,~ries ono Wildiife 
RECEIVE 

FER 2 01873 
Otfice of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Ala•l.a 

Area Director 

1~11 E. Gresham Rd. 
\'latwlooJ, Iowa 50701 
FebruaiT 17. 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 

Dear sir; 

a 

\~ 

After study of the characteristics of the Semidi Wilderness of 
Alaska, I support the recommendation of the Fish and Wildlife Service, thn.t 
t'lis a:reas be included in the National Wilderness Preservation System, 
particularly b~cause it is a sanctuary for sea ~irds ~nd also for the preservation 
of the species of plants growing there. 
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PEBRVAltt 9 , 1973 
i· 

I 

E>ureou of Sport Fi~heries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE ... 

AREA DIREC'.R:OR 

FEB 1 31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alosk.a 

BUREAU OF SPORT' FISHERIES 
813 - D - Street 
Anchorage , ALASKA sT·ATE 99501 ltE: Suggested Ecology Programs in · ' 73, 

·e 

DEAR SIRS 

It is definitely recommended that the Semidi 

National Wildlife Retnge areas be designated as natural 

wilderness as indicated in the stuiy recently received. 

It is hoped that this will ~3 a b1g year ~or the 

Pedral and individual state ecology and conservational 

programs and the additions o~ more state and fedezal 

park and wilderness acerage in all areas. 

The Department o~ the Interior along with most 

conserVational organizations should vigorously protest 

the pipeline development scheme as suggested by a few 

specia1 interests. Petroleum reserves should be marked 

~or these areas, but developments at this time postponed. 

The bureau o£ wildlife i s indeed encouraged to 

establish new wilderness areas and added parks in all 

of the regions and various states. The vast majority 

of American citizens favor and support ecology ~oday. 

Best wishes , and if' you. have a map of' Alaska and the . 

area parks available , please send to me. 

Since~~/- ~---:::...-
~' .c;..---~/~£ _ __ _ 

~'l H. CHISHOLM . . 

Thank you. 

-

Member, ~he Wildernene Society 

/ 

I 



Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
United States Dept. of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

l3!"ad1ey Collins 
402 15th twe. E. 
Seattle, Wash. 98112 
January 18, 1973 

C! ... ;,_ ~u of .S;)crt ;:i::l~:- . c.3 cr::J \-Vil~i ife 
RECEIVE . 

I ' r l r; 2 . r.--f.\ I LJ ', ~ ; f ,J 
• ~ l ' 1 : ·.._..,· . : ) 

O tt1cr·; cf ~:~c ;~ r ,~::.; [>r:-.. ::::or 

/·.nchorcgcl" A~c:;J:.I 

Thank you for your notice informing me of the upcoming hearing. I would 
like to register my support for the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 
~Jil derness Propos a 1. However, I waul d a 1 so 1 ike to express my regret 
that such proposals are so fevJ. The ti me to accomplish v-Jilderness pro
posals is rapidly passing and in most cases has passed. I can only 
demonstrate my concern and urge that more be done in the time we have 
left. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Co 11 ins 

Please note my change in address for future notices. 



C:u-ca f" ' u c -Pert f isheries and Wildlife 
RECE I VE, 

fEB 7 1873 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alwka 

.... 



I1~ u-ordon lv. Watson 
Alaska Area Dlr~ctor 
Bureau of ..:>r:Jort Fisheries and Wildll.fe 
813 D Street 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Dear fill' . 'vatson ; 

Dr . :.::~.nd hr.3 vhctrles 0os ton 
301 ~ . Eastbourne 
Tucson, Arizona 85716 
Jun. 16,1973 

C:J;.:.au of !:;>crt Fi:hcries and Wildlife 
REC EIV E. 

. ' ~ ~~ 2 2 m7.1 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

~lease include this letter in the hearing record for Semidi Wilderness 

Proi;)osal . 

Althour.:h wer~ arc amoun~ tho vast number of eo')l Hho have never 

visited these islands and ?robably never -v.rill as bird wo.tchers a.nd 

frequent visitors to othAr wildernesses we feel we can comAnt on the 

oroposal. 

~ilderness st _tus will not only not int.rfcr with thes e islanis rolA 

a..s. fuge lands, but wil, --:nh .nee; the nrotection ufforde::i thA colonies 
... 

of birds. he strict rof,ulutions re~urding ~otorized vehtcales and 
-'-

other ~ velorym nts under wilderness st~tus. will ensure the wililifc 

of an undisturbed habitat . ~;e feel these islanis should reel ve 

wilderness status . -

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
~~(!~, 
Dr . and i·Irs Char los Cos ton 



/'}.,. 

\Y 
·-' j;~} ,. ' 

. 
MRS. FRANCIS V. CRANE 

. P. 0. BOX 248. 

MAflATHOI", FLORIDA 330!50 

February 20,1973 

Area Director, 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife, 
813 D Street, 

Anchorage, Alaska,99501 

Dear Sir :-
I am writing to urgently support 

the designation of Semidi National Wildlife 
Re:::fuge as a WILDERNESS AREA. Such an area 
is,as research has shown,a necessity for the 
survival of many kinds of wildlife and is 
especially true~~xtensive pelagic bird colonies 
who presently use this area for nesting. 

In the interest of conservation 
~f these natural beauties and wonders, I beg 
of you to please designate in perpetuity the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge and its sub
merged lands surrounding the island group as 
WILDERNESS AREA. 

~ . 

Very sincerely, ~ -~ 

.._ i )k\.IU.j Lv. a I G~cVY.l ~ 
· Mrs.Fr~cis V. Crane -

CCt.:ov of ~ ~. . 
R Port rl:.heries and Wildt ·~ 

E CEtve ., l e 

Fr.:-R 2 01~7~ 
Off" f ':~.? the Area Director 

rv~c;,horoge, Alask.o' 

-, . 



1-..;;oau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
,l E C E I V E oJ 

FEB 2 61973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

February 17, 1973 

Mr Gordon ':1 . Watson, Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
Anchorage, Alaska 

~ar Sir: 

A hea~ty endorsement is given to the 

proposal that no developemen t or crange of the 

habitat on the SE'HIDI ISIA1-1J5 in the Gulf of 

Alaska be made. Favorable support to this 

action will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours 

• J ~~ 
llO/ 

~ ~~, ~414~ 
Mrs L. J. Croucn 
10401 Del Rio Road 
Sprine Valley 
Cal i fornia 92077 



Area Director 
Bureau of i.:>port I' i~heries and Hildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Ala sl:a 99501 

· 60-A l·!adbury Rd . 
Durham, N. H. 03824 
february 16, 1973 

L;;•oau of S""rt F sh . .-v I enes and Wildlife 
RECEIVE&J 

FEB 2 o fB7.i 
Dear Sir:· Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaslca 

\~ 

Rec ntly I read r~ report that the 1 ish and Hildlifc L.-erv:i.ce has rec(]l'l.mended 
that thEl Semidi Xational Hu(Uife Refuge be included i.n the '·Iilderness Preser
vation E:ystem. Hri tj ng only as a private individual, I sho··ld 14 ke to express 
rey convictio11 that tl,is is a t-rell-founded reoormn€mdation t-rhich should be iM
plemented as sncn as poss:i.ble.Even to the p,reat ma,iority of us vrho Hill never 
see thiE refuge, vrhich is unioue in itself, or the far greater relatively un
spoiled areas of Alaska of vrhich it is a part, it is of vital importance 
that ren.aining areas of" this type be preserved in c> m<m.11er vrhich guarantees 
thetr natural interrity. 

Sincerely, 

~td-lh~.b~ 
Robert N. Davis 

.. 



. . fFf\ 2 0 i~T\ 
h />..reO Oirector 

~ice of ' e 
8 

,t..\oslctl 
N"~choroQ • 

.· ·. ~ -
F-e£. 13/ 1?13 

fL If tl L( 

G,!l1 ~~;, nt~ 
~/02--

I ~dLd 5~ 
t(J~ 11--fr- ~£,4e . 
r~~z:t - -~ 

~ f ~ ~ 7 ....... .r-r . .-rr 

~ ~~/£-d_~~d . 
~~dz~~~~; 
~~d·tcJ~~~. 



-1 Volcano, Hawaii 9 b liS:> 
. u. S. A. . 

J::m. 22, 1973. 
!:ureau of $port FJ.Jieries and Wrldlife 

RECEIVE~ 

~cl: G. w. Wn.t:::oz:, 
• Dept. Interior, 
D. Strc~t, 

1orngo, Alanl::a • 

.. ·sir: 

.lA N 2 q 197.3 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Tho-:J.gh I have never visited the Semidi ~~land~ in the l~orth Pacific, 

l.Ve. ~tadied and havo published abo:1t J>acific Iz:lmd Groups in the Pacific 

mii, Canton Atoll on the Eqaator, and P.ij i) ar~c1 have botanized in the 

tntic (Bermuda, New Providence). 

:Ton ~tadying the U.S. Dept. Interior informn.tivo broch:lro about the 

Ldi Wildcrnen~ :Propo~al of 1972, I cortainly judge tho proposal a very 
. . 

~ one indeed deserving approval. 

llnt=allot, H~ ·ll~/Jt~~ 
Bot. Con3altant for Canton Atoll, CAA, 1950,1958 
Aathor, Nx "J.ralist S.P. Expedition: Pi.ji, 1945 

" , Flora Harraiicn:'li3, Book3 1-6 

-



2700 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W . 
Washington, ll.C. 20007 

: ., . . 
Jll.puary 20,1973 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson, 
Alaska Area Director 

: : . ~ . .... 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99501 Subject: 

Dear Sir, ~ -

inclusion of the 
Semidi Nat. 
Wildlife nefuge into 
the Nat. Wilderness 
Preservation System. On the occasion of the Public Hearing 

scheduled for February 20,1973, I wish to 
express my enthusiastic support for the 
proposed inclusion of the Semidi Islands ~at. 
Wildlife Refuge into the National Wildern~ss 
Preservation System, as ~uggested1 b,ythe Bureau 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. I believe that 
future generations of Americans will indeed be 
grateful for the preservation of this grandiose 
unusual area in its completely natural state. 

of 

!>lease inclUde n y statement in the Hearing 
Hecord. An acknowledgement of this letter 
would be much appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 

Member, 
<~~:v.~~ 

Capital Hiking Club . 
Audubon Naturalist Society 
The Wilderness Society 

.-

.IAN 2 41573 
Office of thtt All!t! Piftl{f@ 

luld!orooa, Alo!lro t 



C.o.. ... ou of ~pert fl:h;:)ries c.na 'Wil:liilo 
RECEIVE 

FFR 2 0 187.~ 39 }!cFarland Rolla J.A) 65401. 

Area Director 

Office of the Area D!rccfor 
Anchorage, Alc;ka 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~~ildlife 

813 D St 

Anchorage, hlaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

For the hearing record; acknowledgement requested. 

This is in support of the Bureau 1 s proposal for \iilderness designation 

for the Semidi National \'/ildlifeRcfuge, bothc:land and sea-floor. 

Too little wilderness remains; too many acres.1have been diverted 

to man's economic (short-term) aims. It is my hope that effective 

e means will be taken to prevent COJm.ercialization of access to the 

wilderness. 

.,.;---

.. .. 

....... 
I.... 

.. . -

• 

1-

... .. .. ..... 

.. 



Mr. Gordon ~. htson 
Alaska Area Director 

Off1ce c f t:1c f: r~;o iJ:n .. :::.~-..1r 
Anchorcgc, ,\'c:c~'~ 

Bureau of Snort Fisheries and Wildlife 
f113 D St n:>:::t 

Anchora9e, ~Iaska g1~01 

D:c::r /.\r. t son, 

P. 0. 3ox 619 
l s Veg ; c.;, ~Je ;!.'ex i co C770 I 

cre~s? m~ke our st~temsnts port of t'e record for the ~ublic he~rinn of 
the ··•i ldern<<', ~ro--:csal for tl~.::, S0;1idi fhi·i ·nal :ii ldl ifc f<·:>fuc;e. 

··;e fwor- includinr. Clll of thr~ Se:nidi I'J,~i"ion.JI ./ildlif? F<;:,fu::e in the 
N~~t i · na I /i I d?r·n-·ss Pr,;s.erv.e>t ion Sysi c.~~. 

c: u r ., t h t c u::'"T c i I f i ::; h i n n ·., ·" "r o '' i h i t o d .. i t h i n t h "' b c u n c r i ., s of 
the Semidi ~:c•fU'Je. nil(: fis in·1 riJV ro1· ~jt ~re:::2nt cor:flicl· ·~ith the 
m-ln')'lSr:l:•nt c'"j?cti•les of the ';i IJI i fe ,:,:>fu~s or o! th: ,·j I·'.TW?c.s .~ysten, 

suGh intru~ions of hun~n ~cti~ity ?re incom~~tib!e ~ith th? idea of 2 

.Ji ldl i fo f~-::fu~c: or l '.'.'i lderrv:ss. Futhen-:~orc, cor:c:.:rcial iJctivities have 
c:J 'IJY of in:::rc:sirr at the r>xr-:mse oi ·dldlife cr ·:tilderrKss •. \ lo·~;ical 
time to tu-!--:irLto corc~1erci::d fis:~jnr; in tho .1r::::1 ·.·toul<: b-' "lh::n the SGmidi 
P2fu~e is includ:·d in tf:; ;,ilrc::rn·so' Syst·::c~, T;is 2cti·.cn should also 
le:;::en trf? c;c:ir'.inistrative :•Jork n)ce·~ cory in the an?a • 

.. :: su-~,,rt r··n·•r:oti-.tin-- the fi~ .. h rv o>:cne ,;,....re.:·;r·:~t ·::ith ~::,.:c;cic ~:c c;::. to 
exci!..!C-:.: tr- ~=:r·-icJi ·-~·=-+u·-:") fro:--:1 t:-2 lc c~ir.· -:::nd unlo--~<.~in. z~~ne, cl:: :;~,._:::::done 

in th? renegoti~tion~ith Jc;c~n • 

.:e urrye thJt no adt-:-inistr,ti•:e f-:;cilitir::s be built in the Semidi f=<·~duge 
orea. 

;t.-..-....., ,. •. , ....... ~ .._ yc.u J..\....,....,. 
I ' i c; 

- ·-J • 
I..:,;; \.)1 I ;I I t h -~: s i ff)! d i .~I_: ______ _ 

,'It .._,•..:.:1 11..;:::>,:> 

Rob0rt 0. Dou~l~ss 



r-t=.R 2 o 197.3 
f h A eo D'rc::tor 

OHice o t, 0 r · 
An~horaaa. Alc>ko 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

y.J\ 

Route 2 Box 361 CCC 
Wilmington, N. C. 28401 
February 9, 1973 

We strongly support the recommendation of tht Fish and Wildlife 

Service and the conservationists that the Semidi National Wildlife 

Refuge be designated as wilderness. We see a great need to protect 

4lt as much of our wildlife as possible in their natural habitats. Only 

then can we ever hope to preserve thev. for future generations. 

We wish you much success in your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

m1. ~ ;nvv, .'htU.u. ~1. m. 2J" ~ 
Mr. and Mrs. David Mo DuMond 



I L-~IAM T. DUNN 

legidorod with 
Securitill ond Exchange Commission 
under /nyeslmonl AdYisors Acl oll940 

Retired 
R~ed jm•edmud IJ~IJ. 

Rt 5 J3B~ -~ 
~UNEAU,ALASKA 

Jan 23 , 19?3 

Mr. Gordon We Watson, Area Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
Anchorage , Alaska 

Dear Mr. VIe tson: 

Thenk you for your kindness in sending me e notice of the 
hearing on inclusion of the Semidi Nationel Wildlife Refuge with
in the Nationa~ Wilderness Preservation System, ?nd for the ex
ceptionally well got up and sensible brochure telling about the 
islands. 

Since it is not likely that r shall be in Anchorege Fround 
~ the time o~ your public meeting on this very desirable proposal 
~ I would eppreciete this letter being placed in the record as 

most heertily fc:.voring the add! tion of the Semidi Isla.ndEJ to the 
National Wilderness System. I can not imagine any reason for it 
to be opposed. 

While I may never have an opportunitv to visit the Semidis 
it will be a continuing source of a goad inner feeling to know 
that they have been preserved and protected as e home for the 
wild crea~ures of the sea end air fron now on. Just the same, 
now that :t know where they !;re, the Sem1d1s are a. ple.ce I will 
try to see some time 1 even if only from- the air. 

/ 
Y/~--3inc erel_:J/ 

/~~v~ 
H:n 'r. Dunn _ _/c..~ 
ttt b !:lox. ·5665 ~ 
Juneau,Alatka 99801 
' 



.e 

WILLIAMS. EMERSON 
BRISTOL ROAD 

DAMARISCOTTA, MAINE 04543 

Yo ~~J_~Lr r~'<4j 
1J~~-M~ 

-



Gt..-.\JU oi ;;?~rt r!~:~;;ri\33 UIIU ~···ilailfo 
RECEIVE 

FFA 2 0 IAT~ 
Office of tho Area Director 

Anchorage, Afcs:CO 



lippery rock state college 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 

Area Dir8Ck>r 
hure:1.11 ::ri Sport F'isherics anrl 1;Jilri1i fe 
813 D Street 
Anch~~ace, Alaska 99j01 

near Sir: 

11~ Feb. 1973 

Please include the follo..-ri:Jf' state~1ent in th~ hearinr;s reeardine the 
wilderness ~roposal for Ser·1idi !\;:J.tional ::ilrl1ifc d.efug~. 

Preservation of lands in a Hild an:l natur2.l state is essential if 'de 
to save fo~ future genera~ions representative ecosystems, organism9 and~eir 
envj ronment. Ssr1id:::.. lsla~~"'!s 111ali.:y in e·:f;ry regard as Hilderness and 3.S 

im;:JOrtant biolot;ical haci tats which should be preserved. I support complct~l.Y 
the wilderness proposal. 

Sincerely 

Dr. Kimball S. Srdman 
?rofessor of Piology 

slippery rock, pennsy I von iu 16057 



Area Director, B.S.F.W. 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

CALVIN M. FAIR, D .D .S . 
P.O. BOX 369 

SOL.OATNA, ALASKA 99669 

January 22, 1973 
Gureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

ltECEJVEp .--

.IAN 2 41373 
Ottrce of the Aroo Director 

Anchorage, AI05icQ 

We would like to be put on record as favoring a Semidi National 
Wilderness Area to be included in nnd protected under the national 
Wilderness Act. 

He offer our enthusiastic sup')ort for the Bureau 's fine Wilderness 
proposal for the Semidi Islands and the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

Respectfully, 

t~'yn .c-A~ 

Wl~~~~ 
Calvin M. Fair,D.D.S. 
Martha Jane Fair 

• 



--------~~- ~-

R C: C f;; l V f.'" 

lA "-I 1 ~,:':. ~o·7-;' 
• I~ · V I+! J 

Office of the A'S'l Direr tnr 
~.;. : t:c;;c::::.-, /.~;.::.'"',) 

Area Dir-ector 
Bur-eau of s~crt Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D St. 
Anchorafe, Alaska 
99501 

Box l3Y:l5 
E; ;JOk~ 11e, ~ .. ·t:-t sJ-1. 
99?13 
l/l:C?/73 

As 2,.-1 exDlOr<:ltjon r;:cenl0~:ri~;t \1'nO se,cs tl:e need for b:)th 
wilderness and rrnsnn3ble ~cvelopmcnt of natural rescurces, I 
'":~ole 1--:.s~rtcdly· s~ .. !:~~)or·t t~~s 8r·c"SOS? .. l t~ .. at t1"·:a S9I!lld.i Isl~1.~.::s 
be 1ncludcd in tl--:0 ~-~:::tier~~::. ~Hlde:':r.es~ Prcscrv::1_tion SyBtecn. 

Tr.e uniqGe be·.uty nn~ eco1D[ical systeT of the Semidi 
IslAnds is indeed a very vnluable n2tural resaur-ce. 

Respect fully, 

Phi 1 R. J<'il-:knn 
Ge0lor~st-Explorat1on 

·/ 
i 



February 9, 1973 

Fish and Wildlife Service 
Alaska Area Office 
813 "D" St.reet 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Re: Semidi Wilderness Area--Proposed 

>. 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE "" 

FEB! 31973 
Office of the Areo Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

I 1 as · a relatively long time resident of Alaskajrecommend the 
widest possible reservation for the Semidi Wilderness Area. 

It is my contention that such reservationshave been the only way 
which we in the U.S • .. have historically preserved the wild and 
natural lands which provide us with such a wonderful heritage-
for those which are still available'·to us. 

Failure to make this reservation will be a further con:tribution 
~o the thoughtless distruction which man has visited upon the 
North American Continent. -Yours truly, <:..-- -

l '•'/')/o;' 
JAMES E. vFISHER~ 
Box 397 
Kenai, Alaska 

I 



F~bruary 10, 1973 

A rea D i re c t o r 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Consider t~is as a Letter of ~rong support for the 
recommendation that the Semidi National Wildlife Rejuge 
be included in the National Wilderness System. 

We NVST retain some of our choice environmental 
quality aress in their wilderness state. The pressure 
of short-sighted people is on - so hold fast to your 
recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

...._ ._ ........ 

I , . 
\.... .· 

Mrs. M. B. FitzGerald 
2223 Spruce Street 
Billings, M~ntana 59101 
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P auline f. Cia rL .cr 

23 3 Broadway, R (>0111 J 130 
New lork, N'-•" York 10007 ; ' 

February 15, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of FEB 2 0 ~~ :,_:: 

. .. 

Sport Fisheries and 'Hildlife 
BlJ D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

O iiice cf tr-.c: hr.::~~J c: rc. ::~cr 

Am:horc~e. Ai"~k.o 

Re: Semidi National WildH.fe Retll.e~ 

Dear Sir: 

This city is far e..way from yours, but distances 
are. becoming smaller and smaller \d th the en
croachment of ¥.AN on NATURE. 

The time is at hM.d to be aware of the value 
of natural life - that part of our existence 
which we cannot replace once it is destroyed. 

This letter, therefore, is to register thru 
membership in the Hilderness Society my sup
port of the wilderness designation of the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

Sincerely, 
'- .• .--. 
,..,.:i ,"' , ..-:;t<V 

Pauline F. Gartnor 
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t-luseum 
University of Aluska 
College, Alaska 99501 

23 January 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to the Semidi Wilderness Proposal, I hope 
that a treaty similar to the one re c ently renegoti a ted 
with Japan, in which the Semidi Fefu g e has been removed 
as a fishery loading a nd unloading zone, is forthcoming 
with the Soviet Union. 

That they might be used as a fishery loading/unloadin g 
zone is probably the most imminent threat to the is
lands, remote as they are. I may prove to have been 
na~ve to conclude this, however, the tentacles and in
fluence of fossil fuels industry being what they are. 

Suffi c e it to say that the Se midis, re mote as they are, 
wild and beautiful as they are, support one of the largest 
breeding groups of Fulmars and Common Murres in Alaskan 
waters; for this reason alone they should be retained as 
wilderness. 

Sincerely yours, 

!}.._;~ A: (!'C.--
Dani e l D. Gibson 

Cu,cou of "··· . 
· v jA., f f f1·', • 
It E . kfl:?> end Wi'dl" . c E I v E - I " '' 

.lA N .s 0 19~1 
Ottice of tk : / •rea ,..,. 

' ~-- ~ ~ec tor 
Anchorc ga, Aiasko . 



COLLEGJ<J OF AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY 

DMSION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES (703) 9Sl-J481 

February 12, 1973 

A'iea Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

'Blacksburg, r irginia 24061 

Please record my strong support for including Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~. 
Professor 
Wildlife Management 

RHG:jm 



a t 
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a c h u a a u 0 u B 0 n s 0 
p. 0. BOX 1 3 3 0 7 e (J,\Jii05Vlll€, 

J o_rw a r 1,1 

h r • Go r don ;'I' • Jo t son 
AlasKa Area Director 
U.S. Deot. of the Interior 
r ' i s h and . .; i l ct L if e ,'> e r u i c e 

_-:)_~) l~j.>~ ,_ .. ) 

Hureau of Sport Fisheries and tvilalife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, AlasKa 99501 

Dear nr. ,:Iatson: 

c € 
~lORiba 

I wish to commend the Rureau _for its excellent wilderness 
JJroo-Jsal for the Semidi !Vat hnal 1r i ldl if'e K!?juqe. I wish 
to qo on re~or~ as (auorinn tne Hureauts orooosal in its 
ent iri t -! c.na :LOuld u _r__,n r :::'c iat\? tnis oosi t ion beinq recorded 
in the ot'_.t'iciaZ ·hearing record. 

Sincerely uours, 

7111·" • , "' r'_;: lh ~ • 11 ~ ~-,:t:__..! tl t./ ~ I · ~·_, ~ r; . l ~J.,~ I ~,{·\.tf....;;'~-~ 

J. rr:ichard ~illLLand 

t y 
32601 



P. 0. BOX 457 CHOTEAU, MONTANA 59422 

Feb. 13, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

(406) 466-2177 

Oftice of r.ie AI . 
An h eo u;roctor 

C.,OTC:Je 

I will not be able t,o attend the Public Hearing on February 20, 1973, 
for the Semid.i i'iilderness off the coast of Alaska but I vTOuld like to 
offer my support to those who are asking that this area become a 
\vildlife Refuge l-r.i.thin the National Wilda:"ness Preservation System. 

We need many more ~1ildlife 1iefuges added to the National l·iilderness 
Preservation System. 

Sincerely, 



F r- R 2 '} '- :) S09 PO!TS l.AN1
: 

. (~· ' ' hltYN }.;,\\':·n., PC'::·<SYLV:\~<IA 19010 

O:t ~-~. ·-.·~_:·-,' .~~ ,'.:~~ ':" Feb.l6,1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fioh3ries & Wildlife 
813 D St. 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

As a citizen,I would like to give my 100% support to 
making the entire Semidi ','fildlife Refuge a llilderncss Area in our 
Wilderness System. 



1745 N. Gramercy Pl., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90028 
Feb. 16, 1973 • 

. , , 
Area Director: 

Luroau of ~pert r:1::1crids artd \\'ildlife 
R ECEIVE 

Office of the A reo D'rcctar 
Anchorc:ge, Alcska 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 
813 D Street., 
Anchorage, Alaska 99601 , 

Dear Sir: 

I support the proposal of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife that the entire Semidi National Wildlife Refuge., 
islands and submerged lands,be added to the National Wilderness 
Preservation system. 

Yours truly, 



·-

I. N. HAGAN • CHALK HILL, F'ENNSLYVANIA 15421 

Cu;cau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE 

FEB 6 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaslr.a 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

January 26, 19 73 

and Wildlife 

I enthusiastically endorse the scheme for the inclusion 
of all the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge within the 
National Wilderness Preserva~ion System. 

I would further urge a ban on all fishing in the area. 

Yours sincerely, 

c:l/ )7. y~ t'~ 
I. N. Hagafl 

INH: jyh 
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Box 4181 
San Rafael, Calif. 94903 
Jan. 26, 1973 

Area Director 

Cu;cau of !:pert Fi: il:::ries and Wildlife 
RE C EIVE 

Ff:S 1 197.3 
Otfice of the Area Director 

Anchor ~93, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99.501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to support the Bureau's proposal for 256,000 
of wilderness in Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska. 

, 
.... 

Your idea of extending wilderness protection to surrounding 
waters seems to be a good one, in spite of rather major 
non-conforming uses which would presumabl y would be specially 
recognized in establishing legislation. · 

I hope that the Burealwill press for the elimination of any 
activities in the surrounding waters, present or proposed, 
which could be damaging either to the Refuge wilderness or 
to the purposes for which the Refuge ~as established. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~1 



OLOGIC AND GEOCHE:MICAL SURVEYS 

January 29, 1973 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage 1 Alaska 9 9 501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

C. C. HAVJLEY 
CONSULTING E:COI<~.)MIC c.cEOL.OGIST 

BOX 48E. STr,r~ ROUTE A 

ANCHORAGE. ALASK/\ 995(•2 

907- 3<!4-3450 MINERAL EVALUATION 

I support Wilderness Status for the Semidi Islands, primarily because of their 
exceptionally valuable bird colonies, and secondly because of their location 

.nd lack of current development. 

I also wish, however, to express my general displeasure with inclusion of any 
lands in wilderness status without phy sica! examination 1 including geologic 
mapping. This should be done for its scientific value and also to have a pre
liminary inventory on mineral potential. 

The Semidi Islands lie on the seaward extension of the belt of rocks that 
includes the Chugach Mountains and most of Kodiak Island. This belt does, at 
other places, contain resources of chromium, gold and copper; hence, valuable 
minerals could occur on the Semidis. 

Sincerely, 

c'~ · i'c'- ( /l. ;/._~7 
C. C. Hawley 

ams 
cc H. W. Olmstead 



United States Department of the ·Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

4 Porter Avenue 
Burlington, Mass. 01803 

January 15, 1973 

CurloloU of !:pert fi~h::ries end Wildlife 
RECEIVE_ 

\JAN 2 21973 
Otfice of tHe Area Directat 

~~orcce,PJc~~ 

Please make this statement as part of the official hearing record for 
the wilderness proposal for Semidi National Wildlife R~fn&e: 

It . is my view that all of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge should 
be included within the National Wilderness P.reservation System. 

P.S. 

Very truly yours •
1
, j : J' 

A c{'- I . 1;. ,, ' 
c .---~ v~·-, rt~ 

--~- -··' ctl· i "' ~· . 
I 

George F. Herben 

I appreciate. as an ex-Alaskan, receiving these proposals. I expect to 
return to Alaska within a year or two. Meanwhile. I have moved from 
Big Moose, N.Y., 13307 to 4 Porter Ave, Burlington. Mass. 01803. ~ 
Please change your mailing list to reflect my new address and continue 
to send me these and similar notices. Thank you. 

G.F.H. 

\ _, 
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PEN~ION PROFiT-SHA.tiNG DEFERRED COMPENSATION EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PlANS 

Llrs BEHR ORGANIZATION, L~c. 
PIAN DESIGNERS ·ACTUARIAL CONSULTANTS 

401 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 
AREA CODE 312 321-4700 

c-. ..... .::u or ~perf .~i: .:r1es ana \.\'ildlifc 
RECEIVE 

FCB 0 0 -~--
- L; 1::1/:) 

LOUIS BEHR 1929·1946 

CHARLES A . CUMMINS 
HERMAN C. EDWARDS 

LEIGH H. DAYlS 
FRANCIS P . AVEUONE 
LUCILLE T . JOHNSON 

THOMAS E. PACK 
WILLIAM W . McKEE 
RICHARD BERKSON 
JEFFERY A. HIGGINS 

WIUIAM V. KESSNER 

JOHN McLAUGHLIN. F. S. A. 
CONSULTING ACTUJ'\RY 



February 14, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I wish to express my support for the proposed Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge and sincerely trust that 
you will regard this communication as a vote support
ing the conservation of areas like this for wild life. 

:} 1 

Sincerely, ~ 

/ /-''7- '' . ~ ~ : . " ' 
' ,#ACt/:""' v1 'it' "j <2 "'"·~(I 
S. WILLIAM HOLLlNGsWORTH, JR. 
23832 Tiger Mountain Rd. 
Issaquah, Wa. 98027 
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~· ' ... ·es and Wiidl\fe ,.. . ~u of ~?crt n~.,~n 
"'"'v"' IV E R E C E 

.1 •he Area Director 
Qftice o • 

Anc\)orage, Alcsk.c 

Area Director 

1604 Bellaire Dr . 
C:wper, WY 82601 
February 10, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Bureau 
of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife proposal for the 
Semidi Wildreness . · 

The birds are having a difficult ti~e now, 
as man encroaches on nesting area for all corts 
of birds . As a member of l\'Turie Audubon and the ~rational 
Audubon Society , I am reminded of the difficulties 
every month . 

Unlike a refuge in \vyoming, the birds seel!l to 
be on the Semidi islands in great nlli~bers, and the 
islands should be given permanent protection by in
cluding them in the Wildern.ess system. 

Please include my viei'TS in the hearing record . 

Sincerely, 

!-'Irs. Phoebe L. Holzinger 



FFA 2 0197.3 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alcska 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

120 South 35th 
Boulder, Colorado 80303 
February 19, 1973 

I would like to applaud the recomme~dation of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service that the entire Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge, including submerged lands 
surrounding this island wildlife aanctuary, be included 
in the National Wilderness Preservation System. It is 
important that the Refuge be afforded the legal pro
tection provided by Wilderness designation in order to 
permanently preserve its natural qualities. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Unison R. Hubbard 

. 
j 
t 

I 
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. I 4 N 2 2 1873 . 
Office of the A 

rea Dirocto 
Anchorage, Alask.Q r 

Mr. Gordon H. ~.rats on 
Alaska Area Director 
P.ureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. i-Tatson: 

January 15, 1973 

SUBJECT: Proposal to include the Semidi National 1--Tildlife Refuge in the 
National Hilderness Preservation System. 

I would like to enter written comments into the t.earing record 
regarding the Semidi National i-lildlife Refuge in the National Hilderness 
Preservation System. 

... I would like to support the proposal of placing the Semidi Refuge 
W into the National Wilderness System. It seems that the best and most 

beneficial use of the area would be for it to remain in its present use as 
a wildlife habitat area and as a scientific study area. 

The remote location is an asset because the near inaccessibility 
helps presertre its natural resources. Since no development or physical 
manipulation is planned, a wilderness designation would alter no plans. 

Sincerely, 

James A. Hulme 
608~ Union Avenue 
KnoXville, Tennessee 37902 



-· Alaska Adjusters, Inc. 
'--------------------------------

January 29, 1973 

530 7th, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

907-452-1171 24 Hour Phone 

Oltice of the Area Director 
Anchorage •. Alaska 

United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, 
Notice of Public Hearing Regarding 
Wilderness Proposal. 

Dear Sirs: 

f>O /< I '-I '-I 2.. 

rA\R!J\UKS 

Please accept this letter as my support for the 
Wil'derhess Proposal concerning the Semidi National 
Wildlife Re~uge • I have read over the brochure 
distributed, have noted in the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game regulations the area is already closed 
to hunting, · and believe this unique island system 
would be: a positive additio~ to the National Wilderness 
System. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, I ___l 
~-----=- /~ - -

J. A. {Jim) Hunter 
President --
JAH: jo 



RECEIVf 

Office of i ~c Ar. D'r r r 
Anthorc~-'3, 

Area Director 
:Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 1fildlife 
813 :0 Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

,_ 

\~ 
Whitworth College 
Spokane, Wash. 99218 
February 15, 1973 

We support the inclusion of the islands and submerged lands of the Semidi 

Uational Wildlife Refuge in the National 1-Tilderness Preservation System. We 

believe the area should be protected before it has a chance to be degraded. 

Please put this in the hearing record. 

lllr. 



J~,N 2 4 '973 
OHico of lhe Are'J Director 

Anchora·~:> . . Na•\ul 

Mr. Gordon WQ Watson 
Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99.501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

628 Ee1st r ' ifth .L'I..v2nue, Suite 202 
1\nchor <ge, Alaska 99501 
Jan:..J-:J.ry 22, 1973 

Please enter this letter into the official views at the public h·?aring concerning 
the Semidi Nationa 1 Wildlife R e fu·;Je hearing. From the report issued by the 
U.S. Department of the L .~erior and from personal o b servation, I wish '.:he 
following paragraphs taken into conside ration conce rnin;J this matter. 

ahe natural remoteness of the S e midi Islands assures reasonable prevention 
~f enct~oachment by the p e o p le or the projects th :::y m ight e nte rta in. If e v 2 r 

there was a natura 1 wilderness, these is lards are now indeed natura 't wi ld 2rness. 
I do not b e lieve it prude nt to establi s h a manage ment prog ram to see that thi s 
na.tura l wilde rness b e made into a wilde rness program. 

Since the re we r e no cost e s timates give n in order to manag e the pro p o s al, 
it i s th e refore my opinion it would be imprudent to endorse su:::h a proposal 
with such an apparent carte blanche endorse m e nt. The r e w e re many facts 
give n c o ncerning thi s propos a 1 in th 2 b o :::>kle t, s ome of a t e chnic a 1 and p r e cise 
nature; but there were q:...~ite vag:...~e reference s to adn• i nistt~ative proce d.;res 
for the future. 

Thoughts included in this letter are from the writer and four other members 
of my family. Ple a se a ccept thi s l e tte r a s indic atin.;J five v ot p c; a gains t 
th-e Semidi Wilde rn:; s s P r ooos al. 

S incerely, 

/J/ I 
/ ' ' 

</ . ' / 

W. R. Hutson 

.· i-



Arer~ Dir~ctor 
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~ r·, ~ >. c: cgc , 1\ lc.:.!.:.o 

HurPRU of Snort FiFherie s 
;:~nd Wildlife 
RP D Str~d 
Anchorn<>:e, 

De~~r S i.r: 

,. 
{ 
~ --· 5-'. 

~:.E. "PE>t e" Is lC' i b 
hox 42tJ 
Cordovn, ~la~kn gq~74 

Februnry 10, 107~ 

I ilnl writtin'!; in relntion to the propo F8d cl "~E~:;if:ir.ati. !"ln of th e Sem icli 
N<1ti.0n ,1 l \':U.dlife !/efwr.e ch -..,n;;;;e to,, ',,'il(1•?rneFs ~•re;; ;-, F l'l '"ll- t 
of the "i :-~t.i ·)n · • l •:;i l r (' > ' n c.c: ~ · ~'reserv;Jt ion ~~n- t er- ·, , ,, ,; t_ : ;c• ~ ' uLlic fJ ~·•r ir' ; 

conc .:: r7lin ·: t;oi.=- r1; 1 :J ·,· c! i•1 ,\ncho r ;'":c on :"d.Tu--1ry 20, 1 (!?:-;. 
T he<>rtily -: unport t~ i cc J : ~ r ' i ti ·':Hl cl ·1ss ific :ti on t o ft!th c•r ;,r0tc c t 
t h e r: c r:' i r1 i I s 1 ,., :-! r1 .c: i n t h r> i r e n t i r e t y • 

• 
h il e o n t h e s u 1-' j e c t , I i.. r !J s t 1.1Fl t t he Bur e n u i c:. EO e r i o u "' 1 y c () n s i c1 e r i n c 
h n nrc'? s i n t he i r n' ·-, k e Lll l of net' r· on n c l ( 1 ·') t h o ff' i c c '1 n r J f i e 1 rl ) [ r n !l~ 1' b r> 

stereot;vne -"llt'1 for the n•o '"'.: n:'lrt 'lrcl• ."\ ic,•1iloi..- .'l c1r:d.n.-~>· :Jte r fo'-': l or to 
biolo r>;i.s t !" th.:"t. c nn (!e'l) with the ~'D '''Ctrum or PCOS:VSlCI'!!" t.h."lt. h<!V-2 
jn tl 1P T)~:s1 h:~<:n l .., r ·~ c J:v i· ·: qorcr1 . (T. :~: . "::·e~ -lir d~: "). '.'e l oth !en')'• ' th•t 
wh :i_1E' the .'crnjr!i. I.c:l r1 n rl s h-:ve t-ee n in "hr refu <:,e sy E'·t eT'1 sir.ce 103:~, 

nnrl i s rel~tivily close to nnrts in K o tli ~ k 'l nd Chi~ni lc no-one hr~s mn de 
n•orc thnn l ~Y·ief trnns i e nt visits to the n r cn to view it. ,\nd th e nvif-<tm-> 
of tJ-~e n re:'l is Clt hP S t V C T'V poorlv kno1·:n, r- ei. n~ Only r0U"!;hly 11 ~ues s ionc1terJ", 

The thnrou~h cat~lo!;ueing of tlH~ refw.>:e is nne of nny number of nrojects 
th:"t could be rl0ne l'.'i. th t he ",\LEOTL\ ,\' TCW\"' rluri nc; thP cormnin'!; fiel'rl f'e.'l,'-"On, 
p f) T1 f? i_ l1 '~ 1.: h -cd_ t )o (' t _, . n i C "1 l ] 'tri ·: '~ t (' ~ l f. '' ]' l ': c· n I t 'lr" (' l_ l_lt1 P r1 t h C> t1 c· P () f t f-> i ,. V 0 S c f' l 
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Bureau of Sports Fishiries 
and I·Jildlife 

813 D ~treet 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

Dear Sir, 

Keven Jackson 
6101 Charlotte Dr. 
New Orleans, La. 
70122 

L .... ~~:.~ or 
- · ' •~ e~ · :J Wiki!i fe 

REC EIV E 

F:: B ~ v lfP.J 
Office of t:~c Area D:rcctor 

Anchorc:;e, ' ko 

I am writing in support of the B. S .F. W. 's ~imidi 

Wilderness proposal, for an area which is obviously 

most suitable for such protectior.. Your efforts to

ward this proposql have been greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Keven Jackson 

'~"~, 



-MRS. WILMOT R . JONES 

KENDA L -AT-LONGWOOD 

CHADD S FOR D. r'A. 1931 7 

February 16,197; 
Area Direo.tol! 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99561 

Dear Sir& 
I am happy to have tho opportunity to ada~ voice 

(pen) to those of ?resident Franklin D. Roosevelt, The Fioh 
and Wildlife Servi~, other Eembers of The Wilderness Society 
and all other c-s.ril1g persons in support of' keeping:. tho Semi'di 
National Wildlife Refuge aa it now iB end incorpornting it 
pel!mallent.ly (includ:i.ng the submerged le.nds sur:uounding it) 
into the National Wildernee~ Preservation System. 

I ~en hardly see holt anyone can be against thiao 
propoaal when thore are no ~nere.l~; the weather i~ not 
conduaive to tourifJm, the fishermen aren't interfered ld th 
and preserving the statue quo will, wnong thousands of othor 
birds, perhaps pres~rvc our national bird. Voting for thi~ 
proposal is like being; againct sin and for motherhood-you' 
got a good name at no expense. 

Please add my name to a list that. I hope wil~ 
be as numlnous as there are birds on, the 16lands and fish 
in the seas aroWld thoro. 

Sincerel , 
~~ 
Jones 

r-- -- -. 
t'· ti~ . . .. . 

· . ._) .......... . , · : ..... .' 
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Feb 17, 1973 

Area· Dirf:ctor 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 6~0~~~~UAlst;~itsandWildlife 
813 D St. , R E C E I V E ... 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 · 

Dear Sirs 
'office of !he Area Director 

ReI Semidi National wi:tCf~t_Oi0:reA1rf~fuge 

We urgently request your support of the 
Wilderness Society's recommendation that 
the entire refuge area, including sub
merged lands surrounding this island wild
life sanctuary, be included in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter. 

Yours very truly . 

7J:ruy~tf~~ 
Mr & W~s R. D. Kfich ' 
21115 Eaton Rd 
Fairview Park, OH 44126 

Also following friends1 
Mr & Mrs Geo Theurer, Fairview Park, Ohio 
Mr & Mrs A. Platzer, North-Olmsted , Ohio 
Mr & Mrs J.W.Irwin, Bay Village, Ohio 
Mr. John Haas, Rocky River, Ohio 
Mr & .Mrs H.K.Jarvis, Westwood, N.J. 

--· .. , 



McElno Rt . Cortez, Colo . 81321. 

~ordcm \'i . Watson, Jirec t nr . 
• 3r,reau Sport Fis~.eries ,_:>c Hildlife , 

613 D. StrGet 
Anchorage , Alaska . 99501 

Jnn . 12, ' 73 . 

I appreciate your sending ~e the brochure regarding t he Semidi 
Wilderness Proposal. 

I seems to ce that this area is fully suitable for ~nclusion in the 
National Wilderness Jysten . and I concut with your conclusions. 

I can not at-tend the ·hearing but you t1ay include this in the 
report . · 

./( 

Cur9tiu of p 

.,,,OI'f rl;hOJriS$ 
If E C E I V E o::d Wi!rJ/ife 

./AN 1 81.97.3 
Office of th 

"'--· e Areo Dl . "'IQlorc~e. Al~kQrtktor 



10 Emerson 1!503 
Denvzr, Colorado 80218 
Jan. 21 , 19 73 

Area Director, Bur. Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska fl99501 

Dear sir: 

I submit this letter to the Hearing Record on the 
Semidi National \·Jildli f o i{efuge Wilderness. 

I strongly support the Bureau proposal 
to establish Semidi as ~ilderncss, under the 
Wilderne~s Act i of 1S54. I don think, however, 
that public use must be maintained as secondary 
to protecting the breeding birds on the islands. 

Hy experience lust summer in Alaska indicates that 
where bird clifPs are accessible, they are subject 
to predation b, man. In p<Jrticular, I note that 
Alaska natives do not observe the restrictions, 
if any, asainst collectins esgs or shootln~ edible 
birds, regardless of the season. Years ago, ~hen 
these formed the only source of food for the natives, 
such industry was admirable; but today they have 
access to guns and motorboats so that a collection 
which \oJas regulated by difficulty has been made 
easy. 

Therefore, I urge preserv.iltion of Sernidi, and the 
maintenance o f it as a remote ere fuse, di ffi cult 
of access to man. 

Yours trulY . 
.... . i / • • / " {/~..:: -- --

y ..,/L.:..,t' (-.· /._...,~:...·.;__, · ::'-- '--<·/ 

Hug!iE. Kingery) ,j 1 

Cu;oau of :>:)crt Fi:;hories ond 'vVildlife 
RECEIVE . 

. 
Office of l ~e Area O;rocfur 

Anchorcge, AlcsK.a 
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Dear Sir: 

Offic.t: cf ~>r: /\reG LJ:r,_ ::tor 

And--:vrc~~c />..:c:!:::..~ 

197.3 

\. ~- ·' 

Dr. Fayette F. Krause 
)6L;C Bagley N. 
SeCJ.ttJe, ',lao 9·S10J 

I recently rcc1d that the Fis":l and ';lildHfe ~;srvice rec:)r,~ ... ended the in
clusion of the ~e:nidi l:at 1 l '·l2.ldlife Hefu;;e in tLs Nat 1 l '.-!ilderness Preser
vation System. I Hould like to voice my st.r::Jng supl)ort of this recClm: enda
tion and urze that wilderness statue be conferred on this area as quickly as 
p:Jssible. 1/tni ~-e I h::~ve :1:t visited t~-:.o 2reet it1 :r_;_ost~_Jn, r,1·:l vrife and I 11.s.ve 
had the ~orivile3e of visitin~ si:nilar is:2nds 1;[1ere :eLL 'ions 'Jf sea birds 
bred. It >ns truly an 2.1·!8--i_ns;--:/Lrin:_-: e)~''erience. The Fish and 1,-rildlife 
Service is to be c~,l:'·:encled f·::Jr this f:c1r-::::is~1tecl i=TDp::Jsal. Again, I L.lr[_;e 
the S'\·Jift enactner.t of the rec::Jry:sndatior:s. 

t 
f 

f 
J 

I 
t 
I 
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0~-;ggm··-·--=v· ·· ···-.:.7 
- -- , I<Jau of Sport Fi he . 

4320 NORTH FLECHA DRIVE· ROUTE 5 ·BOX 954 E c Esl r•esondWildiifo 
TUCSON, ARIZONA 85718 V ED . 

Jan. 21, 1973 

Hr . Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street , 
Anchorage, 
Alaska 99501 

llAN 2 41973 
Office of the A . 

Ancho rea Director 
rage, Alaslr.o . 

Mr . Langworthy and I shall be unable to attend the 
public hearing on the Semidi Wildlife Refuge on 
Feb. 20, 1973, therefore we are writing to urge the 
recommendation that that area be placed within the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. The remote 
area of 8,422 acres is well qualified under the Wild 
erness Act . 

A personal note: Kindly remember us affedtionately to 
Mr. Jo.e Blum. We visited Alaska· two years ago, but 
unfortunately missed seeing him . 

Res;;;;_l~~o;?; .. iL WaA-=-:tt--:-- - _ 

llrs • N. B. Langworthy d 

TE L EPHONE 602-299-9057 



Area Director 

808 S. UmbrH Street 
:Gci: .im.:.;:e, Haryland 21224 
February 15, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Ofl,cc: \. . : :~c.::..-~:'! r · . ~ .. - ~~ .... 
f.r.cito: c.•,-•c, "':c ;,; · . . _, 

I understand that you are holding hearings regarding 
the advisability of declaring the Semidi National Wildlife · 
Refuge to be included in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. 

I wholeheartedly concur with such a procedure and feel 
t~at you are indeed display ing not only wisdom for such a 
sensible and needed plan but that you are also displaying a 
really intelligent plan for the future. 

Although I have not personally visit~d the area, I do 
hope to some day to view t he bir~s from a vanta ge point that 
will not disturb them. I ' ~ould be opposed to any and all 
fishing activities within the area and feel the inclusion of 
Semidi Refuge under Wilderness designation would be most vital~ 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) . Sirkka T. Lee 

P.s. Of course, althn~~~ I 2-i uct G Lt~iJ~nt of the state of 
Alaska, I feel that all Americans should support any area 

· in our country that will prese~ve it for future generations. 
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' ~ LINDQUIST CONSTRUCTION CO. 

1039 W . THIRD ST. 

MAILINO ADDAE •• 

p, D. BDI( 34& 

Area Director 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

E.;~,, ... .::.~u ot .:.;:>crt i"i~hories and 'v\'ildlife 
RECEIVE . 

FEB 2 0 '197.3. 
Office cf lhe Area Director 

· Anchorage, Alcska 

DIXON. ILLINOIS 61 0 21 

TELEPHONE 

815•284•2218 

February 17, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street· 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Public Hearing - Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge 

I note .there is to -be a hearing on the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge for the purpose of i ncluding it in the 
National Wilderness preservation system. · 

Having bee·n an Alaska visitor four times in the space of 
two years, and captivated by a whole gamut of Alaskan areas 
(from St. Pete~sberg to Sitka to Juneau to Anchorage to 
Fairbanks to Tanana to Anaktuvuk Pass, and areas in between) 
I would advocate the most earnest kind of consideration be 
given· to inclusion of wilderness areas into the national . 

· system because from my vantage point in the lower 48, I am 
increasingly aware of the number of people who want to 
consider and plan to visit Alaska. This can well become 
your greatest industry in that state, and planning for it is 
important in arranging the territory into a setup where 
peo'ple can enjoy the land on the basis of its primitive 
beginning which is one of the greatest attractions the State 
of Alaska has. 

Very t~/yours, 

LINDQU!ST CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

/Ap'{'e 
, George W. Lindquist 

GWLtrk 



ERIC LINDH OTH, M.D. 

MI'MRER LOS ANGEl.F<': ('('IIJNTV ~""" .~.SSOC . 

aw-. 22, 1973 

The Area Director 

2133-C VIA PUERTA 

LAGUNA HILLS, CALI~-. 92.653 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
830 D Streeti Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re.: Semidi Nat. Wildlife Refuge 
Wilderner>s Proposal 

Dear Sirs 

Well, here is the wonder of won~ers: a Wilderness proposal where 
probably the conservationists, the bureaucrats and the politicians 
can all agree that a 100;~ protection u.~der the Wilderness Act :Jl%EH 

±~E±xmm should be provided • 

This is evidently an area so inaccessables windolown and foggy that 
nobody but the millions of seabirds and marine animals could scratch 
a living about the Semidi islands in foreeeable time. Nine principal 
islands and many rocks for a total of 0,400 acres of land, together 
with submerred land, making in all 256,000 acres of Refuge. 

We as preservationists and conservationists E-.re extrel)iely grateful and 
fully agree vti th t f:e Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife's proposal 
for Wilderness of Semidi. 

Please make this letter a part of the public hearing in *n Anchorage, 
Feb. 20th, 1973. 

Sincerely, 

~--~: ~ ~ ·::;~:~2S:~~t~·,, 
Eric Lindrothand ~ 

Mrs. Eric L-th 

el/. 



L;,,""cu or ~;JC:-t i·t:..l~ries <Jt1d \/\''!' ,,.,_ ~ 
RECEIVE , 

FEB~ J 187.3 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorcge, Alaska 



ROBERT H. Me CARTER, M . D. 
82 MARLBOROUGH STREET 

BOSTON. MASS. 02 I 16 

LL,~.......:v or :. :;·.:..d .-: ; ~. > ,:1~.)~ c , ~ ·· cJ \V:T.£'Li:PHONE 266 .. 4142 

i<ECfiVE 

~ ,R " n -~--. , .. ~I I ' '- ' (-: . .., .. v ,_,_ ._, February 15, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and ili ldlife 
B13D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I urge designation of the 
Semidi National ~ildlife Refuge as a 
Wilderness area. This means both the 
islands and submer ged lands o It i s a 
priceless heritage that needs the l8gal 
protection such designation would give . 

Sincerely, 

IQ I -. · 11' 1
u' c~ ~r.-~~ ' & . cd~-~ 

-:->ob rt '1 '· ·'c ,..,~r+- ~ 1. • D !l 8 fl o i ' .l Vd. Gc.:r, !'!o o 
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Office of the Area Director 
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RECEIVE.,. 

FEB 2 1i.Ci~1 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 
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Area Director 

Box·308, 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 
Feb~ary 16, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 

£iL..;·-.au of S;:>crt Fi~h:Jries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE 

FEB 2 0 1B7:~ Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, A\~ska 

As a conservationist I strongly favor · the Semidi 
Wilderness Proposal and recommendations by the Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife for the Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge which lies in the Gulf of Alaska, about 35 miles from 
the Alaska Peninsula and some 110 miles southwest of Kodiak 
Island, whereby all of the 256,000-acre Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge consisting of submerged lands, and having 
nine small islands and associated offshore rocks containing 
some 8,422 acres, would inclusively be designated as the 
Semidi Wilderness for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

This is an excellent wilderness proposal. The entire 
refuge is of tremendous value and importance in serving to 
provide essential habitat and to sustain •· great concentration 
of wildlife . 

It is very fortunate and highly commendable that the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge was wisely established in 
1932 and also that it has been so appropriately administered 
since that time to yet remain in completely natural and 
seemingly undisturbed condition suitable for wilderness 
designation. Since wilderness designation does not remove 
or alter such an area's status as a National Wildlife Refuge, 
but also promotes added protection and preservation of its 
wilderness character, this refuge can serve its most valuable 
purpose throughout the future in having the added legislative 
and administrative protection which the Wilderness Act affords. 

Please include this letter in the hearing record. 

Respectfully yours, 

~CPv~ 
W. B. Miller 
Bo.x. 308 
Silver City, New Mexico 

88061 



Cur€iCU of Zport Flshories and Wildlife 
RECEIVE ~ 

JAN 2 91973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, AlaskiJ 

U;S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 0 Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

TO WHOM IT MAY'CONCERN:· 

Department of Zoology 
Utah State University 
Logan, Utah 84321 
January 22~ 1973 

This letter is in reference to the proposed classification of 
the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska as wilderness. 

This remote set of i3lands provides virtually undisturbed habitat 
for myriads of sea birds, marine mammals, and even one species of 
terrestrial mammal. The islands are of no economic value to any 
humans and provide an excellent, unchanged area well suited to 
~'ilderness classification. This is a region which should be left 

as it is, in a primitive and beautiful state. 

I fully support the proposed classification of this refuge as a 
wilderness, and suggest further that human activities be stopped 
on the islands if they exist a~ present • . Man can only upset the 
functioning of this isolated and interesting ecosystem. 

Sincerely yours, 

. ~'-i!P·~-frrmJ 
Stephen J-~ Montgomery 



Bureau of Sport Fi~heries and Wildlif~ 
RECEIVE"' 

FEB 1 31973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 
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Dept. of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Gordon W. Watson, Area Director 
813D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

L..:, .... ~v 01 . ,. 

{E-C 't;;;~es,/.Jno Wildlife 6 Ba rka 1 ow Avenue, 
- "' Freehold, N.J. · 07728 

FEB 2 0 'c.z:-. fv .) 
Office cf the Area o· . .. _ 1rector 

nn,noraoe, Alcsk.Q 

February 20, 1973 

Your most interesting and thorough presentation of the Semidi Islands 
and your support fer wilderness status is appreciated, 

We heartedly support your conclusions. 

We wish this letter to become part of the hearing record. 

ncerely, ~ j ~~ i4- ftt£'<<'/~ 
Neal and Elsie Munch 



The Wilderness Society·-- 729 FIFTEENTH STREET, N.w .• WASHINGTON, n . c. woos 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson, 
Alaska Area Director, 

Curcau of !:pert fi;hor "'.! n1ct Wil::ll:fe 
RE CEIV e:_ 

Ott ice of tho Area Director 
Anchorage, Ale.:~ 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and W1ldlife, 
813 D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

'Bo'l. I 
Moose,wyoming 83012 
J anuar-.r 14, 197 3 

You will no doubt receive testimony from the Washington office cf 
The W1lderness Society regarding your wilderness proposal for Semidi 
Island§ but since I have had strong personal interests in the Aleutians 
for many years, I am impelled to write to you, and hope this letter 
may be made part of the official record of the hearing to be held on 
February 20, 1973o 

My late husband, Olaus J. Hurie, as you may know, did the biological 
survey of the Aleutians in 1936 and 1937 and was intensely interested 
in that whole part of the North. Surely, from every point of view, 
the Semidi group of islands belongs in the national Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

I should hope that the inclusion of these islands in the W1lderness 
System would proceed smoothly. 

.,.,I 

\ 

--· 



(.;;..ccu ot ~pert n~:l;)rlas c;no w::-::~f= 
RECEIVE 

Area Director 

FEB 1 31873 
OHlce of 1~0 Area Director 

Anchcrcge, Ak:sl:.a 

Bethel, Alaska 
11 February 1973 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife, 
81) D Street, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing in support of the Wilderness Society recommend
ation theat Semidi Nation Wildlife Refuge be designated as a 
wilderness area. 

Sincerely yours,, 
-&<-~ rJIJ?o-v£2_ 
El~ida H. Nord · 

-



tu .... cu ot !:.;Jcrt Fis:l3ries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE 

FEB 2 0 I~?~ 
Office of l he Area Director 

Anchorage, Alcsk.a 
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. 
EITHE~ PEOPLE DO NOT LISTEN 
AND THEREFORE AREN'T AWARE· 
EACH PUP AND KITTEN BORN TODAY 
IS UNWANTED AND A SPARE 

NOW IF THESE FOLKS HAVE LISTENED 
AND STILL LET THEIR PET BREED 
I WONDER WHY THEY'RE SO UNKIND 
IS IT APATHY OR GREED? 

. PERHAPS IF THEY FIND HOMES FOR THEIRS 
THEY THINK IT'S QUITE O.K. 
BUT DON'T THEY STOP TO THINK 
THESE TOO WILL BREED SOME DAY? 

THEY NUMBER IN THE MILLIONS 
THE UNWANTED HOMELESS PETS 
AND THAT IS WHAT IS REALLY CRUEL 
THE P'\RT THAT FOLKS FORGET 

AS LONG AS ONE DOG OR ONE CAT 
REMAINS WITHOUT A HOME 
EACH PUP AND KITTEN BORN, IS DOOMED 
UNWA!\JTED AND ALONE ••• 

EDNA ALFANO 
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Area Director 
Bureau of ::.ipo rt :F'i sheri es & ldildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorace, Alas.lr.a 99501 

Dear Sir: 

250 Paul St. 
Harr isonburr:; , Va. 22801 
February 9, 1973 

[' .... --... t. \.. r.: I v i: 

r::ca ' ' 1 

1 am so pleased to read about the proposal to include the entire Semidi 
l~ational ',fildli fe hefuge in the i~ationc:J. 't:/ildemess ?res ervr,.ti(JU System. 
This area which is the breeding l ands f or so many s ea birds on d a lso for 
the endangered Amc: rican ba ld eagle ,,nd the p eregrine f a lcon mu st be 
prese rve d and inclusion in til.-:; ,·,i J. rle rn~ s s ~ystem i s the b est vTay in which 
to acco mplish this. I thoroU{~hly support your d ec:.i sion and. woul d like 
this l e tter to be i ncluded in the he <:.rir.£; record. 

Sincerely, 

Ns. IIa rie B. I-ettit 
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January 15, 1973 

Gordon w. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Amchorage, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

. Cur.:;au of !:pert Fi~nories and Wildlife 
RECEIVE_ 

.!~.N 2 21973 
Ottice of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Let it be known that I, as a citizen of the United States, 
STRONGLY AGREE that all or part of the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge be included within the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

I trust this letter will be used at any Public Hearing 
to show support of the above mentioned action from people 
"down below. 11 

Let us hope we can maintain wisely what wilderness we 
Americans and other people have today. 

With Hope for our Wilderness 
$~ncerely, ) 7- / 

Lf{ . ( ,_V "( ( ! 

~~it;r C ~ ~i1ot ;o~:ki, ,.., B~ology Instructor-Field Biologist 
Consultant 

321 Chippewa Street 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701 

f 



~\ p ·~ n· 1 J •·s. • L. J lc!Hl 

~ u ' ' 
I .~llme(h · L1n!' 

l. 

February lLl, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport F'isherles and 'ilildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage 
Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir; 
It is heartening to learn that the Fish and 

\'l1ldl1fe Service ha.s rEcommended t.hc.t t he entir~~ refuge 
area,including submerged lands,of the Semid1 National 
Wildlife Refu£e be included in the National ~ilderness 
Preservation System. Such ce:sipnatto•Hrould insure that 
the exjstin~ colonies of pela~ic birds would survive. 
I trust thLt my views in support of the decision of your 
bureau \'1111 be a part of the hear in~ to be held ir: .L<arch. 

Sincerely yourc, 
'') t 

\1 1 ll ~ \ N)._.._ 
n""".... ~ 

L .. h~..r ;,.l U0f.:. ~. _ · . -· - · -~ . 
I, ;_ c '- l v-·E 

, I , . , ' . . 
-1 •TI ; (. , ; ; (_ 



FFR ... -
. 1 ,l) 1.9?:1 

Office of th George R. Pollard 
An e Area D· U d M G ·'-chorao Jrcctor cmse a.!ter uicu: 

e, Afo.sko KENAI GUIDE SERVICE 

KASILOF, ALASKA 99610 

Area Director 
BUreau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
~chorage , Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir : 

I am v~iting in the capacity of member of the board of directors of 
the Kenai Peninsula Chapter , Alaska Conservation Society . 

er organization is in full accord 'vi th the B. S .F. \f. proposal for a 
3s:. . .Ldi Hilderness .t'..rea . ~·re feel that the highest and best usage of 
these islands lies in their preservation as a sea bird sancturay and 
nesting area . Because these remote islands . offer nothing for hunan 
explbitation except~ their fog-shrouded beauty and birdlife1 there 
should be no object1on to giving them the complete protection of 
wilderness classification . · 

I t is requested that this letter be included in the public hearing 
record . 

Ver~truly~rs , 

Glir,1J(: Yo~ 
Board of Directors 
Kenai ~eninsula Chapter 
Alsska Conservation Society 



~0 STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
I t • ~ 

:OLLEGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND FORESTRY 
RACUSE CAMPUS 
RACUSE, NEW YORK 13210 January, 19, 1973 

CIJroau of<' 
"Port Fi:;her; 

It E C E 1 V ~ 0~d Wildlife Area Director 
RACUSE CAMPUS Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
IACUSE, N. v. 13210 813 D Street J4N 2 91,973 
chools of: Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
iology, Chemistry & Ecology 

Ottice of rh 
e Area o· 

nvironmental and 
Resource Engineering 

nvironmental and 
Resource Management 

andscape Architecture 
lied Forestry 
esearch Institute 

pire State 
aper Research Institute 

e University . 
olymer Research Center 
. Forest Service 
ooperative Research Unit 

erim- ation 

NBERRY LAKE CAMPUS 
NBERRY LAKE, N. Y. 12927 

harles lathrop Pack 
Demonstration Forest 

ranberry Lake 
Biological Station 

COMB CAMPUS 
COMB, N. Y. 12852 

he Archer & Anna 
Huntington Wildlife 
Forest 

dirondack 
Ecological Center 

LV CAMPUS 
LY, N.Y. 13154 

ieiberg Memorial Forest 
;enetic Field Station 

,NAKENA CAMPUS 
'IAKENA, N.Y. 13695 

orest Technician Program 

,RRENa G CAMPUS 
lRENSBURG, N. Y. 12885 

:harles lathrop Pack 
Demonstration Forest 

ummer Field Program 

Re: Semidi Wilderness Proposal 

Dear Sir: 

""'"...... lf~(l '"""l0rt1Qe, Ala.skQ r 

I wish to s tate my support for including the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. A biologist 
immediately recognizes the value of preserving 
in an undisturbed state the nesting habitat of 
the sea birds found on the Semidi Refuge. The 
presence of the endangered peregrine falcon is 
additional evidence in favor of keeping Semidi 
free of development. 

While the presence of large marine mammal and 
sea bird populations is of importance, the 
absence of terrestrial mammals other than the 
arctic ground squirrel is also of great impor
tance to the ecologist. This is an unusual 
situation in terms of nutrient cycling. Have 
invertebrate pop~lations expanded to fill the 
niches of the missing vertebrates? Is nutrient 
cycling slower, thus decreasing production on 
these islands? Many ecological studies could 
be conducted on the Semidi Natioal Wildlife 
Refuge in an undis-t.urbP.d hc=~bi -t.c=~t if it is in
cluded in our wilderness system. 

I 
I 
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tte:>hq_§tmas 
~ali mGJinJt 

JACKSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03846 

F~B 2 3!87.j . 
·Office of the Area D' . .rector 

Anchorc:ge, Alaska 

\~ 

TEL. 603-383-4313 
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RALPH IlliHlHAHT SRo 
1745 STII\E RD~, 
PEl\ Il\SULA OHIO 

~.; iJ, ......... u 01 ...,:_ .... : r 1-:l_.>;---~i ,-:: : Cl1d ~\':10\:Tc.· 
t:f;CEIVE 

Fen 0 u(' 107) 
1.. r) ( ; . '1.) 

.( .... ... ....... ,t 

• 4 r 

I · " ,., 
'"- •' 

Olhu .. ci!.c· :.r"'os:rc::ur February lOth, 1973 
Ar.-=.hnrC'l0, A\c-:;;~ 

Area Director 
J3ureau of ~port Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage P~eska 9950l 
Dear Mro Director: 
Thank you very much for sending me the very conplete brochure on 

e1e proposed wilderness designation of the 

Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 
located in the Gulf of Alaska about forty miles from the Alska 
peninsula a 

You are to be commended for suggesting that the entire area of 
256,000 acres both islands and submerged lands be included ~s 
wildernesso riilderness it is and ·wilderness it should stayo This 
will protect the many kinds of marine birds that need a wilderness 
condition in order to surviveo 

Thank you again 

Ralph Reinhart Sro 



Cu.cou of " F • 
vpcrt ls,erles and w·· '/"{ 

ft E c E I v e i•C I e 

FEB 0 1873 
Office of the Area Dfroctor 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area. Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

99501 

Dear Sir: 

February 4, 1973 

We are writing to support the proposal that the Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge be added to the National 
Wilderness .Preservation System. All submerged lands in the 
20-mile square area should also be included. 

The isolation of this area, the lack of mineral deposits, 
and the large number of seabird nesting sites are all 
inportant points that argue for inclusion in the 
Wilderness System. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

. BYe&--~ ll ¥ 
·Elaine M. R1 fe Richard N. Rife 

842 Dogwood Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

99501 

q5' 



; _ 

;,rca J.i.rGc"c:Jr 

7902 ~ ;r~o :~lyn :Jrid ~:e •td. 
Laurel, : :.-~ . 2 : ~-: 1:-: 
!"e:.l. 18, 1973 

Buree.u of . .iports ~ ishories e..Ild .,ildlife 
813 D. St. 
,.ncnon·. ;e, .• lc.s:.Ca 99501 

I congrn.tulc·;tc you :J''. -~he :1ronoss1 to h cve 
the :;i':lidi Il"ti::;nR.l · ildli::'e ~b .:':' u · ·c cie cl~· red 

•·;i1uerness. People hf,ve ~eYeloned more thnn 
enou :-:h erc~s. It is r:i ·:n time to s c:,v e so ·ne 
of \he beet n~tu l' fi l nrc RS :'Cl r ·.:;he ::1 :. ;:; ive nl P.y;ts 
end P ni·.nr~l s. 

1'i'1e ti -.e t::> snve snecies is be!~ore thev ~et 
rare. It' peoule co,yti:1Ue to overrun a 'il .. 
evoiL<.J1e er -:> "\ S, ell n r tiv s·,e ~ i ~s .-·i ~ l 

of irlt <.··rGt; ~ in t:w ns c..-l'!es to ~.lP..YJY humans. 
:.c::c:{ ;;1u.:v serv.: .. :~s i~~i.~licr ·:.i on o~" ·:-.he r:.-:1::.unt 
Pnd tox~citv ~ ~ ~0~s~ns or f8~v · : as n 
rosr- ,·-v·o~'" f',.....,~ ... hi~h ~.Pw do:aesticFted nl-«nts '' -·- . •. - i ...... ,l._ ..; • .I. \ • .1. ~ .. ""· v .. 

or Rnl.::le. _s !118.y 8 <J crcc. 

Sincere l~-,r , 

, · . ..... . 

_;:f .. - , .~ - / 



Bureau of Sport Fisheries ond W ilcilifc 
'RECEIVE t: 

.IAN 2 41~173 
Office of 1hc Area Director 

A.>chorcgn, A!c;ka 

U.S. Dept of Interior 
Fish & Wildlife Service 

486 NE 29 Terr, #3A 
Miami, Fla. 33137 
Jan. 20, 1972 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 

813 D. St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Semidi National Wildlife Refuge wilderness proposal 

Sirs: 

I wish to voice my support of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife proposal that the Semidi Islands be placed under the 

protection of the Wilderness Act. 

- also appreciate receiving a copy of the proposal and 
a description of the Semidi Islands. Not many of us have 

been there. 

Thanks, U' 
. . (I 

'"' Ccl/ /{__- ~ 
Walker Roberts 
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clcphone 444- :;.p + 

e . . .... 
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.t '·~·-- \ 

'\-, . \ ·~ THE RE\. C..\RLET0:-.1 SCJ·L\LLJ-:l{ pt. 

' 6 SCHOOL STREfT 
\ ... 

J.ITl'LI::TON, NEW IIAJ\I PSHIRE " ; ;(, 1 

,All Saints' Episcopal CJ111rd• -Thr Churt/1 of tbe e~fwi,,;, 
I 6 School Street t\orth W oodstock 

Littleton, New Hampshire N<"w llamp>hire 

February 14 , 1973 

Area Dir -:; ctor 
Bureau of S}ort Fisheri eo 2nd ~ildlifc 
813]) Street 
An chor age , Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir : 

I P T:l ver 'r r:me?h intcrcs"cc>d i re th.,..t 1·:ild·:. rness 
c once r; t as ;:;c~cual i zed 1e t;is lr· tive1y i n 1964 by the 
creatl cm of r-: l·T 8tion8l ~. iilde rn e:::s Syster:: •. .'J. cc ord
ine;ly , I write to you i n stronc :nd <cmthu<>i~:::t ic 
support for the addition to th8t system of the entire 
Semicli v-iildlife refuge . l.'hi s r emote s~.c.' ea. , so vi t a l 
to 2 wide VBriety of He8 ~nd land birds, is eminertly 
qualifi ~d for , snd de~Prving of such protecti on 2s 

c~n only be provided by incorporation into the 
Nat ion~l Wil derness System . I person2 l ly may never 
hav re ti:e ch "'.l1 CE:~ t o ''L:-j -!_:; -:~hi:; ViilG. re :)..or , ~ut I 

woul0 like to bn 2 SQ~ ll u~r~ in its ~cr~ 3ncnt 
pro t ection 23 R n~tion~l ~efuge . I h~pe you will 
u ~~e r::y l etter tovrE;rd tlPt encl. . 

CSJro/rc 

Sinc-erely , 
L --

! ~- . //; / -
/·~ ., ,':.,.,.......(...I.,+.-.,._ / \ . _ .. ' . ... · :....~( . -/,, 

.'/' 
Carleton Scheller, Jr. 

l<ECEIVE 

O!fit..<, .: f !~.n Area D:rcctor 
A .. , chorc:.;c. Ak::~_;J 
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Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Si:r: 

t ' . .... ' . . :. ; ~ \ ' . • 

;-; ~ C ~ I -/ C: 

{' .. I . 

•. 1 

Elfin Cove, Alaska 
February 7,1973 

I would like to be counted as being in support of th{ de s ignation of Semidi 
national 'I>Tildlife Refuge as a wilderness area. I think it is i mportant to 
Alaska and the rest of the United States that this be added to our wilderness. 

Your~ sincer ely, 
/ . . (. (, i , ....... .,...,.. f::""' o ·o f.._ (. ,_~,.-..._~.~ .......--" ' 

Agnes Scclosser 



NEWCOMB. CLIFFORD, SCHREIBER & FLYNN. P.A. 

NEN-J . NEWCOMB. M. D. 
SAMUEL L. CLIFFORD. M . D. 
-iERMAN SCHREIBER. JR.. M.D. 
LEO M . FLYNN. M.D. 

Area Director 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY AND FRACTURES 

14 WEST J OROJ'.N STRF E:T 

PEI\!5.'\CO!.A. F l .C'P.ID,h. 3.?5':!1 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & \·Ji 1 dl i fe 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

OFFICE ·inURS 
BY A- ~01NT~.~ENT 

4 •. 3·7639 

This letter is in response to your Department's h'ilderness proposal fer the 
Semidi National Hi1dlifeRefu:Je. I have read your proposal as submitted in 
compliance with Public La\oJ 88-577 and here will voice my approval. 

I find it necessary to go further and compliment the Fish & \lildlife Service 
for their continued and efFective compliance with the Wilderness Act. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herman Schreiber, M.D. 

HS/de 



~he GJ3uffalo cAudubon Society, 1Nc. e BUFFALO MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 

I BUFFALO 11, NEW YORK 

/Lu-?~ . ~~ ~z~ -

/~~~£i-kt ~~ 
p / .. ~ :D .. J_;-;-L-.2 l-

a/]/~ ~ ./ L2L .,z 4-k ... / 97:r Cl/ 

J/-a__,_Yl-1--H--~, JJ ·Y, 

Office cf l~c Area Director 
An·:horc:e, Alc~!-;g 

) {J L-/75.-
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314 Su:,JM IT /-..vENUE 
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NoRTH CMWLil\/1. 28G01 

9 FE BR UA RY !973 

AREA DIRECTOR 
....... .. . \.:u o; :..::·J :I : i -:;; ~ ie: ':1 · !a \\',;:iiifc.· 

R f: CEJVE . 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES 
AND WILDLIFE . ; ;·: ,· ) /.,. r r ... ._ 

. : . - I .j r, .; 

8!3 0 STREET 
ANCHORAGf 1 ALASKA 99501 Oii icc \ ; '!' c: ,t,1co D:r::~~r 

A.'1 :.: [.~,.; : (. _~:; , _..1.J:/.:..:,J 

DEAR SiR: 

WILDERNESS PROPOSAL FOR 
SE MIDI NAT IONAL ~ ILD L IFE 
REFUGE - /\ LASKA 

PLEASE MAKE THIS DEPOSITION A PART OF 

THE HEARING RECORD FOR THE ABOVE PROPOSAL. 

I AM IN COMPLETE SUPPORT OF THE 

SEMIDI WILDER NESS PROPOSAL AS OUTLINED 

BY THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE AND 

WANT TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR 

THEIR FORESIGHTED ACTION. 

FAITHFULLY YOURS 1 

I I 

, ~v :\. ·~.l ::· .. · ~: · ...... \, \.· .. · . :~_.o:. \ 
\ ' 

MAX SELINGER 



l.. , .._ ,_,_, (. 

425 Ammons Street 
Lakewood, Colorado 80226 
February 19, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Semidi Wilderness, Alaska 

Dear Sir, 

;, ,..·· ( ' :_ ' ' ' \:\ ' ' ' '' · ~ 
· i: i ;1 L. ' 11~ iliC 

We are writing to advise you of our completE support in favor of the 
designation of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wildernes s . We 
believe that the many forms of wildlife pre sent there will not only 
benefit from, but may r e quire a wilderness condition in order to 
survive. Wilderness designation will provide legal protection for 
this wilde rne ss i s l and sanctuary and assure the prese rva tion of it s 
natural qualities. 

Please include out letter in the record on the Semidi Wilderness 
hearing. 

Yours very truly, 

/ 
'/ 

,,.. ' .. . .. :. !' l. t -i . .. > .~ .:. {. ~- ; '-l ..... 

James H. Shaner 

~- -'\, -
' 

... ·-· 

Teresa R. Shane r 



• . A•~ 

- ..... '!. ~, • • . ., 
l 

S t 0 r , (out e ~'1 , Do x 1 C l :3 
,\nc!}ot·w:;c, /•. l a s!.G:l 
F'chrual~y 16, 1973 

/rea Director 
1iure: .~u of" :.;,port i'is;;eries & \.':UcHifc 
t\13 0 .:?treet 
.~lncl1onl::;e, .;luska !1' '501 

I ll<:we stud icc\ your brochure concernin~; 
the Seu:iL1i ':lLlderncss i·r ·o-:JCJSal, .:-:nd h'Ould like to 
cxnre:o; s my vie\·! U:at it is n ld. ;!; ;lly (;es iro b le 
project. 

It is never too soon to set ns idc a still 
\vild, 3iHl un s'~l oiler1 a rea '~•s n wil(Jlil'e refu~;c. 

'i'lle ct•cntion of rcfH!~es such 'lS tiw nronoscr1 one 
will insrtrc t ; l ~tt coLlin·; ,~c:ncr ;_:tiol1s of .l:.s 1:c1n s ~F1 d 
oti1ers also will ile able to en ;joy \vtl~lt Ne now take 
for n;ranted. 

I have a small lw ·· ' e t~-;D t I m.qy be able to 
so:::ec.lrty visit ;::iemidi and o11servc and niloto ;::; r np il its 
birds -- hut even if I never do, l \vill enjoy knowing 
it is protected • 

. Just wa >Jte'! to :;~ et 01 ;e citize n 1 s views 
"on t ;·,e rccor<J ••. 

Sincerely, 
r· /' - . I ) I ( ,) fl _A ' \_./ I . . '- ...._ ........ ._.., __ . ..._ ~{_ _ ---~:---- - · L,/_ ____ ...,____ 

I 
I 

I 
r 
r 
! 
I 
! 



~~~ Gordon Watson 
J..rca f>;rcctor 
Burc[;u of Snort Fisheries· cmd \Hldlife . 
El3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

ll-61 B St. Itt • .'\ 
Anc~wr c:: '~ C, j~l:1 s1::a 
Feb. H>, 1973 

L;.. .. .... ~LI U J .:.-: · . . ;~ ,pi:.":..:::~.; .!! "_1 \'.'!:.:..' ; ; ··,~· 
R E C E J V fc 

r
-~ () -,_ r ,_ .!. .· ~. ·; · · 

. I .._. I. i . ; 

Off: :..e vf 1':.:~ f.. .. ~<<! ~~::: _·'c .r 
/ \o;'" !:•)1 ~;·~ ·., ,,1; : '• _! 

I \•rcrulc1 lik e to 1wve ny views ente red on t h e r e cord in fnvor af 

est·ablis iJin;; t h e Semidi : ~efuge. I f e el a bird ne s tinu; area of tll:i. s 

size s itonld be protected. 
Sincerely, 

Dan Sl:oc 



.. 

~7 



e 
. ytr.-r-$~<YJV»Jf· 
(JuA.~o// a&d:o-· 

t:.:.. .... cu of :':;:>crt Fis;,~ries and Wildli fe 
RECEIVE. 

Otfic:e of the Area Director 
Anchorage, Alaska 

~~·, 
~ rJtNJJ .h:/({ -i a;Mt ;z/;:¥ rr: do ad ~ 

~ -$ MV4A /& )u<L~· ~ ~ 
ce . [!J~AfiJ~ r --d 11, - v I d ~~ ~ 
~ 'o11et1{e_ ~ rJJad eM-~ ~ +-

'lR.AlT~ ~~· · 
? y ~ f?.vA ~ fA_ k I r~ ~ aJa,dUA/ Y-/~ 

~~-:. OJUo._ l))~f/ . 
.gewdv~y cr~) J~ 

0 1 07 gf 

-- \' 

-·~ ·.: .. 
M. J. Sie~entnlffer 

S 1313 McMillan Avp 
umner, Wash. 98390 



~;tr'V~\J. 

'f1u~ c·•'% __.k,r k ,tt-v.:'L -..:XL ._/U . .:-r,.:;L_:.._...__ ;~-..._.vucL-vue.~._.-d..._..__,.~y- tv~i__Q 
_J . ' f. . i. '' j -+-li +- .-J .. /' - t· f• f ) 1 , , ' I · . .J. r ;ru,L L·l 1.n.~. 'l.- ,U--"-..-'V-.1..,-J... __ 0. -·~..{.,__ .A. \x.('-~ }-\.·';..;:__.. .LL CL '- ·\_ /-c--.;~~/ \..G"''''--<•V<-~· ,.'-'l.J,.._-{...l .Lv{z~:>C, 

~-1...'-~>C) _J:: t""-' ,G__:'\..ol ___ . /~"l ·l-;,(v.-·vJ_, ~-(\ . .A.<><:d __ ,t'L..:L\_, .~Cvt..- L:-L'L<:'\L-~ -.-u:_. , .j'..J .Lv-r<.. • .;_.J__; ~t 

~j .~-vu:.tc4£. , v ;t.L ... ~-.. (~ ...... ~~( .._, }_,(_,).__. ·:.tC,-..q_/L.-Lv' 't)\..<:.1_.Ll/L~ '-\j j., .. Jr.t1L·t.,. , 

J vv...._;:t -/t_t_<,_--:f kt,:._ u>-·\.ct:.J:'._._0 ~!JiuA_ ·L-_.t:f.~- ;;,~.J: c._., ._J'-' ~ .. ,!:L>L. i.J<.-'0...__, 

).J • .u.,v_f/ r~U r~-t_ (...C. leu.:- ~j..:·t. :tJLZ.. /YVLc [_._ 1,.:t;_ .:~,- (.'i ,tt~ . G l.'''l.ti. v "-:..i..J~""- \ ___ t-1,.__,.,(] 
u . (1 v . : cJ . . •· : ' .J 

l- ,, ~~ -+·tr· I ·· '' c.._· ... "n ·' ·, t _, l ( tl'L. - '-·"- t t-.L /L. ·1..Q. Lvt.i(~j c·i. -Cl,...t. /L~lc---..,.~· L...., ' C)L '-·~ ,U~.o. t .. v..... \: ,....., ...._ .,.\.... .v.i.A . .. \ .... .... ) ...... ........ \. v.. . . U V . , . 

OHice cf t!-te Area Dircctoi 
Anchorage, Ab ka 



:IKPA.JI'TKB:NT o• PA.TBOBIOLOOT 

'fliE JOH~S IIOPIHNS UNIVERSITY 
SCUOOL OF HY<HENE AND PuBLIC HEALTH 

61:5 NORTII WOLFE STREZT 

BALTUIORE, MARYLAND 2120:> 1]. S. A. 

15 January 1973 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 
' ,~ 

Curiiiau of ~;JOrt Fi$hories and Wildlife 
ltECEIVE-

JAN J. 81973 
Office of the Area Din~cto~ 
· Ancllorc;)e, Alaska 

This letter comes~full support of the 
Wilderness Proposal for the Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge. Having spent most of my life studying sea 
birds in both Antarctica and the Arctic, I believe 
it is vital to preserve colonies intact and reduce 
disturbance to a minimum. This can only be done by 
declaring it a wilderness area. 

Moreover, it is vital to take special care 
of sea bird habitats in preparation for the increased 
perturbation of mankind and his increased demand for oil. 

With bes~~~ 
cc: Jim King 

\*~ 
L~~L~ 
-- s-.-~/ 

William J.L. Sladen, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor 

I 



Charles E. Smith M.D. 
6501 GL:ard Ave. S. 
Richfield, lviinn. 
55423 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

Dear Sirs: 

Feb. 19, 1973 

Office of the A 
' rea Diroct~ 

Anchora:~e, Ale:;kQ 

I will be unable to attend the public hearing on the 
Semidi Wilderness in Anchorage on Feb. 20. However, I 
would like to express my support for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service recommendation to include the entire Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. 

The islands are isolated and have few out~de influences 
to destroy their present natural qualities. The tremendously 
varies animal and plant population can best be protected 
by their inclusion into the Wilderness System. Birds 
have been particularly hard pressed for survival during 
the last several years. In addition to having their habitat 
decreased by man's unconscionable exploitatimn of nature 
for himself, they are also the most adversely affected 
of the larger animals (at least to date) by pesticides 
and other chemicals. Protection of these islands would 
at least provide a large area of much needed nesting ground 
for these birds as well as provide an area which at least 
locally is relatively free of man's polution. 

I urge you to put the entire Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge (islands ~ submerged lands) into the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

Since~ely, 

~- PkJJ;JJ 
Charles E. Smith M.D. 

.... 



RECEIVE 

FI""B II< 
- 6 .J 't07":1 - ..._, , ·J . 

Office of 1:1e Area Director 
Anthorcge, A!d<a 

Area Director 

30 Boynton Street 
Worcester, Mass. 01609 
February 19, 1973. 

Bureau of §~ort Fisheries &:Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Str: 

From the Eastern seaboa~d I write to support the 
plea that the 

S~1IDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

be designated part of the National Wilderness Preservation 

system. For the permanent protection of millions ofseabirds 
see 

which we'\. far too little on our New England coast, do push 

forward this legislation. Surely you appreciate the value 

such a unique breeding colony has to your growing tourism as 

well as to visiting ornithologists. 

Sincerely yo~ . 

h tiLt, ~ tz di; 

of 

Membdr, Wilderness Society 
~ National Audubon Society 



35 

e lis Corporation PENSION AND PROFIT SHARING CONSULTANTS 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

January 17, 1973 

For every applicable moral, civic, patriotic 
philosophical and religious reason known to 
man I am in favor of the inclusion of all of 
the SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE within the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. I 
desire the Secretary of the Interior to make 
such a recommendation to the President of the 
United States, and would appreciate my desire 
being made a part of the minutes of the hearing 
to be held February 20, 1973 at Loussac Library, 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

S,~~cerely . Y~tp:.-~ ;~. _. J J 7_~ . ; 
'"-.JJ.j 6-jH-ti<---\.--tJy~, , . ..-
S teph~n E. Smith 
General Counsel 

SES/rc 



Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

Box 4n· 
Klickitat, Washington 98628 
February 12, 1973 

r.~.. . .:.au of $pert Fis!,~ries and Wiidlife 
RECEIVE ~ 

FFR 2 t !!=iT\ 

Office of the Areo Director 
Anchorage, Alcsk.a 

Having spent some time in the Kodiak Island area of Alaska and 
being generally familiar with the Semidi Islands environment, 
I wish to express support for clPssification of this area as 
wilderness, including the submerged islands. 

I 

This type of area is particularly adapted to such classifica
tion. Too much area, suitable for a multiplicity of uses, is 
being proposed for wilderness classification and practically 
non-use status. This Semidi type of area is, however, suited 
primarily for such classification, in my opinion. 

Please make this letter a part of the official hearings record. 

WS/bd 

Sincerely, 

,d/a.J5~ 
Ward Smith 
l!"'orester 



. f 1'10 Area Di rec;tor 
Otlice o • 

Anchorage, Alosl<a 

u.s. Dept of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Z$7-&W 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirr 

David S:-1arski 
)O!~ Eureka St. 
F~l~hanks, Alaska 

Please accept the following and include it in the hearing 
record for the Semidi Nat. Wildlife Refuge Wilderness 
proposal. 

I fully support the 3SF&W in its pl9.n to desig11ate the Semidi 
Islands as a wilderness area under the provis1ons of the 
Wilderness Act. Sea bird colonies are of spPciol \nt~rcst 
to me and I can fully understand why these unique natural 
phenomeml. must be protected and p~eserved. I was fornunqte 
enon~h to becor e inti:ng,tely aquainted ~'lith a similar, 
although probabJ y m1lch less n~ tur'=ll and i mpress! ve..,.. area. 
~or a H.S. project at the U. of Alask~ I am involved in a 
study of the Black-leg&"ed Ki ttiw8.ke population on Tuxedni 
National iVildlife Refuge, a"1. area which has b "'en give'1 
wilderness status, but which .J.. am sure represents a rr.uch 
less pure wlJdernes~ thqn ~oes Se~idl. I s~cceP 4 ed t n 
docu-:nent i ng t :vo years of total or near total nesting failnre 
there and had my eyes opened to the fa0t thqt not a whole 
lot is k"lmm about most of our AlasV.:r:~" sea })ird colo~ies , 

The Gemldt Islands refuge bird populations probably 
exist in a much more nqtural stq,te than io those of Chisik 
Island, which feed on Coo~( Inl~~. an area of oil, shipping 
and other activity. All such areas as the Semldi Islands 
should be preserver'!. aYJ.d their uniq'..l.e n '.;•1r'll bird popnlat1 ons 
should be f{i ~r en fnl:.. ~rot"'~ t:~'"'. • It : ,.J"', d. ~~,-~~1 y 'he 
tr p;edy t o lose th9se n· ~-~ !'e. l ph en e o'•1 f'non to :nans careless 
activiti~s before they are even superfici a lly stud~ed and 
unders-c()od . 

Sea bird colonies are probably some of J:;l-t~ most fr'l~lle 
of ecosy:-te""s nn'i c_s sue, ~ < ?Ul ~ be best :nan--::_:;ed. as 
wilderness •• ,t..-lis r·;:)..:l4. t"!c:::.~~:i.s Til<i<.d:..tge'l'l_e:r .. t of the a ~ tuq_l 

breeding and. ne-:til'! ,g gr-o'mds a~1d th0 surround.~ nt; a r ,"'as of 
ses. from which the birds obtain their nourl~hn.!ent · ·hile · 
breeding, nesting '3. :'1 ~. re<J.r1.ng yo1m_;. 



Areo Director 
QHice oil he Ales~ 

Anc.horaae. 

Area Director 

4220 N. E. 123rd St. 
Seattle, Wasnington 98125 
·Feb . 13, 1973 

Burear of ~port Fisheries ~wildlife 
813 D Street 
£mchJra3e , Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 
J..;.. 

I would lik~ to express my support of~proposal that 
the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be included in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. It seems that 
the Wilderness desi6nation would be tae oest way to 
preserve this area . In fact since the area is still in 
its natural state, now ~ould be the time to act so 
the Se;nidi t'iildlife ~l.efu3e will alv,ays rei!la1n in an 
unspoiled state and continue to serve its important 
function as a breedin3 and nesting area. 

Thank you . 
. 

Sincerely, 

~~e.-~ 
Susan J. Snover 



L ... n ........ or .. ,.. ....... l.:..,l.:::t~ "I \\'•'d';Ce 
R E C E ; V -E ,, '" 

P. o. Box 5267 

f··r::a f• •. - c:., I.) '0-(:'1 - f...· •) Walnut Creek, Calif. 94596 

Office of t:1c Araa Director 
Anchorc~e, AJcska February 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

19, 1973 

\~ 

Will you please include this statement in the record 
of the hearing on the proposal to include all of the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge within the National 
Wilderness Preservation System: 

This is to express our enthusiastic support for the Fish 
and Wildlife Service proposal to designate as wilderness 
the total area of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge and 
surrounding submerged lands. 

Wilderness designation will not interfere with commercial 
fishing in the waters within the refuge. There are no 
known mineral deposits of co~~ercial value. The known 
major oil resources of Alaska are located elsewhere in 
that state. Thus there appears to be no basis for 
powerful· economic opposition to this proposal. 

Massive concentrations of seabirds nest and breed on 
these islands. The rich marine life of the surrounding 
waters supports - millions of birds of a variety of species. 
including certain endangered species such as the peregrine 
falcon and the bald eagle. 

This wilderness proposal is excellent. It merits the 
strong support of all interested and informed citizens. 

RWS/jlw 



Area Director 
Bureau Sport Fisheries 
and Wildli.fe 
Anchorage 

Dear Sir, 

Feb.l6,1973. 

I strongly urge that the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge be included in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. There can be 
no question of such R move's conflicting, or 
interfering, with the intel;oests of any comm
ercial group. Its only value is as a wildlife 
refug~, and in this capacity <-lill continue to 
serve"·vital purpose. 

S~ncerely, 

~~ · ;amuel Stanley 
3701 Conn.Ave . N.;v. 
Washington,D.C . ,20008 

r 

' 



Feb, l~., 19'(~ 

Eu,.,cu ot ~ -. 5~1 ea s tl e hill Dr. 
R i:_ . ... , 'ie~ u ,d Wi'dl"f 

Cflvr '•e 
Walnut, Oal1f.91789 

Fr.a 2 ':' ---• ._ 0f~f"1 ' .. ) /(o3 
United States Officecf 'llcAr~a 0 . 

An h ~ ltector 
c 0 • l;:~k, 

Department of the Interior 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

I , believe that all all of the Semid1 National W1ld life 

Refuge should be with-in 

System. 

. ~-

the·NationaJ · W~lderness Preservation 

Sincerely Yours, 

M. B. Stark 
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D::r ~ir: 

344 Gl ssn l"' ac. 
JohnstoHn P-. . 15905 
F ~b. 15, i, 7~ ... -au of Z;:Jcrt fis;,ories ana 'Nikilife 

RECEIVE 

FFR 2 0 l97:i 
Office of lhe Ared Director 

Anchorage, Ald<a 

in r 1 t~on to til: 3:mi ,1 a tlon~::!_ Hl -;lif-s R fue;e, "'"'1 s:\:;. . 

I \·;lsh te> :·:pr-ss t:: )U 1IlJ "-s:.r~ ~..: .. t t"i1 ~s -r· b·. ~."- ~ to th .l_~l -_ -rn-ss 
S~rs -~:!·a . L n x'-.ti:., .. sci.LuOl tr_ c1) .;.." ,~·::o ·~r: ... ~ , ... ur:nc; u1:r t : cl1lnc; ~.-- l''S , .. ~ 

to :~Jtlli lov of tur., sp-c~ 11~ ir s, into -i ~ .ch!ns in b vln~ ~ 
Hum i.L l.iluL .:.'o:. .. ·, r i _::;..th _~.• -rs) .n, ;.- .1.' to :1 v. blr - s :.at..:.nt: ~ 1·1 .J 'iJ .c~;: .... n 
th2 l'-~ '2C 1 s 11 _·ly'30 1 s • .r :_ -::.:1.: blr-s ~-;· r~r •,v:.nt r s b:!....,..h u::,: s 
~us:;._ l G 3C UD.; l"'JUS C ts 'ont ..... -J;:, 10!' t:~ n .~-JC> !33ibl"'- r h V 110 C_. ts OL<t 
thcr- r - t·· ru. .. n~ t_n .IJ b r:t 0l1'bors :Jo-. 3. 

I - "'t .... - · t ,.,J. or"' 72 '"Y 1· n ·•1 ,... - 1·11 sL, ·1-·1 r o"" 1 6? ·1 ·" thus -L - '- :'~ "'· , , :"' S ~ - v .. - ,.... .. 8 _ ~ . .J. u . .._ S i.,.), .. .._v . . u~ .o. .l '- .:. -.. ·_::;) - -

rwch of tlJ s~ .. J.. fro:1 u Gr' ncrt · r L:orv .ir v_ r '.s ':1 :rov ~ t;ro1~ F.::..iro:..nks to 
t~J.S .!u,wn .rl~v :r, ~..o •. t. J.·.cL~:inl.::y cc•.ur.:: v-"'.JLm:.s :-.n- out b-yon~t.h~ ""os .: rv!:..tion . 
bull :.ns for vis1·1:!.n._, J.·."'· J.•;.c.u .. nl y, to iJ 1 "e-:z, to ·•nc~wr: . .._; ·1h rc w; 'fTCl"'C 6UE.:st.j. 
of t:"J.- .-Ufl"'-:::: Youn__, f· tly, tJ L-"~;;: .i...OL~is:- :- ~.u ~~ r:t .• N ... vy J..ursG- Hh~r~ 1-;e 
aoetirJ ::(n:-.rs l the ~Jun __ ' s c l ;i.n for ... f '1 YSo r~ ,} so spent D. short. time 011 
tb~ -'~:nul ~ 'l'lsinsul' . vf COL1rs [ 'L' r.ot ..... -t Oltt te> 3 :o. ··::c--pt f.'rom th: }l.ir 
~orcr( or r•m;:r)r~c.e: .t _on c . .u}l \(1 n 17:::: '·r:r_ t l~: n J"] '_.o;.t e>ut to s~ :::. to s~c 
th- 1•· ~ ns2 51 ci ~ r ou:. fro . .: . o.l ~e z .n, thus s .11 ic ~-;y r.:;s flo t inc; south'.L.r::'.. . 

I am a Lif. N mb:r of 
scrib~ to 11 '!h:: · ;111, r:-1 

ur N tlon .. l :F rli::s · n" C.. on::J·ry .t:.o11 ' oc~ ti - · - ~ss .1.. • on ~n' . suo-
"'oci ty 11

, J~orl·, l,,rl:':_,_:l-:-' - l.'L'l" .. -•,t N J.•) 
t - n~"th :}.v~oml 

l 



. 
*u "ubon society" ; tn~r~for:, ~·ou un" .rst na t:.~.t I h vc 
gi vc my sUpl'Jort to t·1o s ~·!hO hOi.1~ stly, si nc""l"~ly t!Jiy to s 
Nh-.:r: it is .crlO\·m tlr .. t: ir"s ·'n" oth:r t·lil. li:~e fin" hom s 
p:-.rt s of t' c ~T ":-~r to r r t:1cir youns so ... h t our r- ~1 inln~ 
lif:~ t·rill not so th \·!2-Y of tbt? f::.ss nc. .. r .t.i:.,~on n" othnr 

F.;J. 

sine r& ~.sir3 to 
wtlf~rn~3B ar. s 
.t 1 .. st 'urln;:; 
31Y'Ci.Zs · o: t·tili".. 
:~tinct s·_, .. cies. 

<:: , :.. J.H, R" t • , 
c:l 1" 7 / .. s. 

. Jol::: .• 
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(\ 'I.Y .. ·.?j fFB -, 

Area Director 

Route 1, Box 114 
Spa..ngle, V/ashington 990 31 
February 4, 1973 

Bureau of Sport F'isheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Sir: 

I am writing to express approval of the proposal to place the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge under the Protection of the .., 
'l/ilderness Act. There appears to be no economic use or potential 
use of the isla..1ds which wou1d be hindered by a "wilderness" 
designation. Such a desi@lation would holp to keep the islands 
in their present pristine state, unmodified by llan. It is in 
this state that they have the greatest scientific value, 

Sincerely yo~rs, 

. - ' 
,~. c,.,;_-(. :/· /~-

William K. Steele 

... ' 





Corc,au of ~:>Ort fi~heries and Wildlife 
REC E IV E .. 

. !~N 1 71973 
Office of lhe Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Mr. Gordon M. Watson, Area 
Director 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

January 11, 1973 

This is to express my strong support for the Semidi Wilderness 
Proposal which will be considered at a public hearing in Anchorage 
on February 20, 1973. I have read the October 1972 Proposal. 

I have never seen the Semidi Islands. I should like very much 
to see them but I may never have the opportunity to do so. I 
have seen Tuxedni and similar areas along the western portion of 
the Alaska Peninsula as far as Unimak Island, so I am familiar 
with the ecologic nature of the wilderness resource which the 
Semidi Islands represent. 

I like the thought of these remote, wild, natural populations 
of sea birds maintained as they have always been, by purposeful action 
of man. Even though I may never see them I enjoy them vicariously 
through the eyes of biologists who visit the area, study it in 
its natural state, and report their visit through words and photographs. 

I urge President Nixon and the U. s. Congress to designate the 
Semidi Island area a wilderness, as recommended in the Proposal. 

Sincerely yours, 

1fp_·.cftl1(flmit.tll 
Harold W. Steinhoff {{ 
419 s. Shit!lus 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80521 

r 
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• f " crt r'l$h:::ries ono v'iilt:iife [;~,,..,au 0 v!:l 
RECEIVE · 

FFR 2 0197:1 
Oftice of the Area Diroctor 

Anchorage, Alos:..O 



Area Director 

WILLIAM A. STIVERS 

4107 NORTH STAR STRF.ET 

SPENARD, ALASKA 99503 

13 Jnnuar·y 1973 

l:v: ....:UU of !J ; lVrl r ;sh..::ri.::;3 CJn c:i '•·l·i;e,; j;;c.; 
ltECEIVEo..~ 

.IAN 1 61973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorogs, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and hiildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchora.ge, Alaska Sl9501 

Sirs 

I have revieved the Bnreau of Sport Fisheries and 1.-Jildlife brochure 

on the Se.:nidi 1;-Iildernoss X:·!'O[;Osal, and recommend trwt t his <~rea bo 

designated for incluf'ion within the Pational ·,·/ildt;;rness Preservation 

System, 

5inceroly, 

:1t. ~ /) . J -!-.. 
// I e t · ·" .r , 1 ... 

P ,, .,-Ut<~·t4~o-r, /~"" .. ~ 
William A. stivers 

I 
I 
I 



Mr. Gorrlon W. W~tson 

Alaska Area Director 
Fish and Wilrllife Servi.ce 
Anchora~e 

Dear Sir: 

C; .. ; .... -!\J o { .S:.J:::r t i- i ·, ~ rid~~~~~::; \\'i:dlife 
i~i.:Cti\'E 

Of!i.:E: of 1he; t\reo D:rc;:.~ur 

t\n-:L0r•.:::; ,:., A~c:..~ 

I have read y~ur proposal to establish 
thE? Sernidi Isl.q ncls Wilcler~nt~S~> . As a b ird vr-::;.tcher 
for many years I ~ave known the t~rill of s Pei ng 
the ~reat masses of nesting ~olonjal seabirds 
in piace:.; ~:; uch 2'3 the S2midi Ir>1.a:~ds. Quite 
recently I have spe~t several wee~s at the nearby 
i'•kNc il River Beac Senc tu:=try and ~wen many o:f' the 
same birds and other wildlife. 

So I am very pleased at the thou gh t t~at 
Semidi Isla~d s will he nronosecl as wilderness . 

~ " I would like thi s l etter to he ne tered a s ngrt 
of the offj_cial hear5ngs to be helj on February 
20 8nd to servo ~s e ndors ement of the propo8al . 

Wh8 t seems so inac~essihle row that jt might 
n o"i; ;we d any ad<Ji tiornl prote~tion ~n-i ~~ llt in t he 
future prove to become over-use d . We have s een 
McNeil River s ~mc:tuary r ece ivi :'l g more and more 
use by tourists and pro~essional photographers 
to the po5nt t ha t some schedulin~ of visi ts may 
prove necessary. In this refa r d I would hope tha t 
nfu landi~ g s trip other th an the gravel hea~hes be 
cl eve l0;;pect . 

Sincerely yours, 

All en W. Sto1ces 

Profess or of Wildlife Science 

1722 Saddle Hill Drive 
Logan, Uta h 84J21 

e January 12 , 1973 
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HOWARD E. JONES 

CHRIS STROMS:-!ESS 

Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

JONES AND STROMSNESS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

15832 DUNSMU I !l AVEr.; · ;;:: 

DUNSMUIR, CALIFORNIA 960215 

February 16, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

Re~ Semidi Islands Wilderness 

PHONE 2315-.4881 

P.o. Box 887 

f.1.~ouau ot ::;:x:rt Fi:h3rles and Wildlife 
RECEIVE 

FFA 2 0197:3 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alcska 

Please enter this letter into the hearing record. I enthusiastically 
~upport the proposal for a 256,000 acre refuge in the Semidi Islands. 

The birds need someplace where they can get away from us. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

QL~ 
CHRIS STROMSNESS 
Attorney at Law 

CS/s 
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2/14/73 . 
Gentlemen! 

I totally support the designation of Semidi Natl 
Wildlife Refuge as wi lderness area. 

l:urGau of ~;x:rt Fi~:,3ries and Wildlife 
RECEI VE , 

FFB 2 01973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Atcska 

Sincere I y, 

~ ~~~~~~~-~ 
~:\hi r lee Sweo 

E. 7703 S. Riverway 
Spokane,Wa. 99206 



FFB 1 31973 
O"ttice of the Area Director 

Andlorage, AlaskQ 



e KARL TREFFINGER AND ASSOCIATES • ARCHITECTS 
60 GREEN STREET SAN FRANCiSCO, CALIFORNIA 94111 (415) 362-6776 

January 15, 1973 

Area Director 

r.u~.;ou of !:pert n::,::ries ond Wildlife 
RfCi;IVE-

.!AN 2 21973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

KARL TREFFINGER, A.I.A • 

.JOHN H. WOODFORD, A.I.A. 

BRUCE G. SLOAN, A.I.A. 

ALLEN CRISTOFANI 

I want to express my firm support for the inclusion of 
the Semidi National Wilderness Refuge within the National 
Wilderness Preservation System, and I strongly urge that 
a proposal leading to a recommendation to this effect be 
made to the President of the United States by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

Very trgfi;-;2urs, 
( / 

/ (" 
w(S~~ 

Karl Treffinger 

KARL TREFFINGER AND ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS 

KT/ch 

,..... 
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February 21, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Spo rt Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Semidi NationaJ Wildlife Refuee 

Gentlemen: 

KARL TREFFINGER , A.I . A . 

.JOHN H. WOODFORD, A.I.A. 

BRUCE G. SLOAN, A.I.A. 

ALLEN CRISTOFANI 

~ ..,. . _.._.._. v .... . - . '1- .::, l t. . .• . ' J -,\·i; .... ,;j( 
iU: C i:. IV f. 

C•:i :v_ ~ i'·.c f.! '"Jc ~:: ,..
4

· : . , ... H 

/'.-~:·.....,ere._-::. .. '· . 

I want to e7press my strong support of the Bure~u of 
Sport Fish · ries and Wildlife's recommendation for total 
inclusion f the Semidi National ~ildlife Refuge in the 
National ';ilrlerness Preserva ti.o n System. 

Karl 

KARL TREFFINGER AND ASSOC IATES, ARCHITECTS 

KT:bw 



RECEIVl . ' 

Area Director 

OHice c; ~>.cAre-.· :~·"'"' !vi 
Ancr:~--:::;:,1.: :; • 

Bureau of Sport Fisher:i es and ···ildlife 
1313 lJ • .St. 
Anchor;::ge, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

3355 1'1ac 1 s Hd. 
Redding, Calif. 96001 
Feb. 9, 1973 

I am wr~ tall[ about the ~~ilderness Hearing on the .3emidi J~ational 
tlildlife Hefnge and vmul.d like t:1is letter to become part of the hearing 
record. 

·• 

As expl8ined in your brochure, the 256,000 acre Semidi Islands area 
•seems to be ideal for inclusion in he -.Jilderness .:lvstem. J3ecause of the 
Wlack of any commerciQl interest or developmcmt in 1.he islands, and because 

of there import,:mce as a nesting areB for sea birds, I S'Jnport the 
.dureau 1 s recommendation to include this area in the ~Jilderness System. 

Yours trvly, 

....... 



~ Miss Margaret J . West 
Box. C a Indianola, Wash. 98342 
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RECEIVE I le 

FF"R 2 0 1.97;3 
Office of the Area o· 1rector 

Anchorage, Alcsk.a 



I Mrs Farnsworth Wright 
15430 N.E. 13th PI., #1605 
B~llevue, Washington 98007 

[;~;;.;au of ~pert fi~:,:::ries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE 

FEB 2 0197:1 
Office of lhe Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 
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Lv ..... ...::~ ol ~:.·t..ri ii. ~ · ·.r;_~~ (."11~!''.! >vVild:;!o 
R E C!: I y E: 

()ff i·:-c d ~~c -': _··; ~:'-c.::c • .-
1 ~Khorc::;.·. /•.:,·. ~. 1;.:• 

Area Dirfctor 

F.'ebrur>ry 1!·. , 19? 3 

bure GU of Snort Fisheries ~(. vl1<J dlife 
813 D StrAet 

Anchorage, /ilaska, 99501 

As I '.-Jill not be able to at tend the Public 
mee.tin~ set un fnr Februerv ?0,1 1 7 1 in An ~horage I 
woul~ li~~ to Axoress my feAlin~s re~ar~in~ the 
Semi~i Wil~life RAfu~e. 

I sm concPrned ~bout the ~iminis~in~ 
are as avail gbl e f'o r all ·-:ilc life an 1 n<1ans ~ontinue-:1 
assumntinn tha t he is "'nti tl e -4. and has the ri P-"ht 
to 1 take :::,11 he w~mts 1 re!'.:ardle .. "1 s cf wh::> t 1 t doe s 
t~ th~ oriFinal life on this r l ~net. 

As the Fish an~ ~ilrllife ServicP has 
done su~h l": r:ood job, lets ~o 1. steD r urthAr and 
have the Semi ~ i grea. both surface and snbrnerrred 
:-'le si~Rte: R S ;_,Ji} ,-1e rnP. SS s.n -1 P"lV8 the r,:il --'~ li fe 

s l l the future a ssurance ~ ~rote c tton that we can 
nos~ibly Drovije, 

I ~~ wholeheRrte ~ly in favor of 
and sunuort any ac tion tha t will Provide the Semi ~ i 
wil ~ life area as s Wilderrless arP a , 

.-

Yours very.....--~:-:;u}-7 / /r 
· · . r" / ·' ;',.,..1,... I 1 ·· J 

.' ,_1,;(.;( ·/"'!'.,_~"'!~ ;/ / '""' / I t 
Fran c is E ;drirht 

,/ 12085 Northnn Lane 
Bellevue, .oi8shin r-tol1 98005 

. : ,£ 
'": / ' 



Area Director 

1400 North 12th Street #'/1 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
January 14, 197~ 

Cor~.Ju of " . 
R

vPCrt Fdlories and Wildt·~ 
Ecr: 1ve_ • e 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~lildlife 
81~ D Street .Ill N ~-?. 1.q7.3 

Off f •Ance o the Areo Diroctor 
chorcge, Alosko 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of 11 Semidi wilderness proposal" 
prepared by your agency, with the accompanying notice of public 
hearing on this proposal • 

As I shall be unable to attend this he3ring in person, I wish to 
indicate hy this letter my sup~ort of the Bureau 1 s p~oposal. 
On the basis of the description in y::1ur statement preservation of 
these islands for wildlife is essential. The pro no sal s ee~s 
well th~ught-out. 

One matter that perhaps needs additional apecifi cation cone erne 
possible oil spills by fishing and commercial vessels that pass 
in the vicinity. Restrictions of shipping routes, within the 
confines of the juri adicti. on of the United States, to pro·tect the 
shores and ne3.r-shor e \'laters of the island a should be undertaken . 
The negotiatbns with the Soviet Government regarding the loading 
and unloading of fishing vessels should be brought speedily tD 
an acceptable conclusiono 

Wildlife Refuges are set up by the Federal Government, under the 
administration of y::1ur Bureau, primar~ly to protect wildlife and 
human use and enioymffit. ·and even scientific study. come second. 
Unfortunatelv this order of Priorities become distorted bv the 
pressure of events. A e:o'Jd examnle of a near sell-0ut to the 
special and thoue:htless interest e:rouns is the Back Bav National 
Wildlife Refuge in Virginia. where an imnortant breP.ding ground 
fer manv waterfowls and shore animals is being decimaten bv 
snortsmen. I hone vour office will see to it that such de~rAdation 
will never hanpen to the Semidi Islands. 

Please make this letter nart of vour official hearine: record. 

Yours 

~-
-c.---

E-an Zen 

I 
I 
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PARI' B: LETTERS RECEIVED AT PUBLIC HEARING 

None 





Section XV: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

INDEX 

PARI' C: LETTERS RECEIVED AFI'ER PUBLIC HEARING 

Acosta, Eddie, 15879 LaFlorsta Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Allen, A.S. MD, 2610 Savannah, El Paso, TX 79980. 

Anderson, Loretta, 318 Breese Hall, UW-0, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Anderson, Ruth H., 154 73rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11209. 

Anderson, Ruth S., 9332 45th SW, Seattle, WA 98136. 

Anderson, Theodore, 1108 Uintah St., LaCanada, CA 91011 . 

.Anger, Walter E., 722 20th St., Santa Monica, CA. 
' 

Appel, Helen P., Sinking Springs Farm, York, R.D. 5, PA 17402. 

Annstrong, M. C., 2610 Savannah, El Paso, TX 79980. 

Arnov, B., Florida Atlantic Univ., T-6, Boca Raton, FL 33432 

Auerbach, Todd, 16353 Colegio Dr., Hacienda Heights, C..A. 91745 

Bailey, Cecil E., 7744 38th Ave. NE, Seattle, IvA 98115. 

Barrett, Paul H., 1150 Arbor Dr., East Lansing, MI 48823. 

Barto, Robert C., P.O. Box 4473, El Paso, TX 79914. 

Bartosch, Marguerite M., Rt. 3, Box 181, Bozeman, !>IT 59715. 

Batten, Lucille, 207 Griegos Rd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87107. 

Becker, Lucille T., 2721 Iroquois, Wilmette, IL 60091. 

Beitzel, Barbara, 909 W. 7th St., Plainfield, NJ 07063. 

Berlet, Walter & Myrna, 6998 Surrey In., Jackson, MI 49201. 

Bibb, Benjamin C., Jr., Box 43, Flint Hall, Syracuse, t-..TY. 

Bierschwale, David., P.O. Box 490, Premont, TX 78375. 

Binder, Alison, Box 3, River Pines, CA 85675. 

Blanchard, Harold E. , 1440 Cornell Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49 506. 

Blood, Phyllis & Jeremy, Rt. 1 Box 248, Coupeville, WA 98239. 

Boerner, Cleo, 2963 N. Frederick Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53211 
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Boerner, Edward A., 2963 N. Frederick, Milwaukee, WI 53211. 

Bother, Gerald L. , Halsey, Box 25, WSU-0, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Botts, George & Dearma, Box 6 FPO, Seattle, WA 98790. 

Bradford, Michele, 1955 Atlantida Dr., Hacienda HEights, CA 91745. 

Brayman, H.H., 10601 Unity In., Rockville, MD 20954. 

Brokaw, Ha.vard P., 2701 Montchanin Rd., Wilmingtm, DE 19807. 

Brookman, Gerald, 1220 "F' Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 

Broome, .Arme, SUS Momtain Crest Dr., Knoxville, 1N 37918. 

Bra.ver, Rrank, 615 Linwood Dr. , Midland, MI. 
I 

Bnmgraber, John, Rm 107, Breese, WSU-0, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Brurmer, Janes C. Mrs. , 75 Scully Rd. Rt. 1, Somers, CT 060 71. 

Bulloch, William, 430 Trudell, San Antonio, TX 78213. 

Burdine, Beth, 5358 Hester Rd., Ox£ord, 00. 

Busbee, Raymond L., Box 341 Southern Station, Hattiesburg, MS 39401. 

Butler, Jarres T., WISN-1V, 759 N. 19th St., .Milwaukee, WI 53233. 

Caldwell, Janene, 202 Holland Ave., TEmple Terrace, FL 33617. 

Caplan, Lisa C., 11 Ardsley Rd., Glen Ridge, NJ 07028. 

Carroll, Robert B., 1648 Geroldton Pl, Traverse City, MI 49684. 

Carter, Evelyn M. 326 S. Maple Ave., Glen Rock, NJ 07452. 

lliarnp, P.E., 31 N. Helderberg Pky, Slingerlands, NY 12159. 

Ciak, Josephine Erickson, 405- G Ridge Rd., North Arlington, NJ 07032. 

Clagett, Marjorie, 1645 Chestnut St., Bowling Green, KY 42160. 

Clapp, Phillip F., 216 Cape St. John Rd., Rt. 8, .Armapolis, MD 21401. 

Clay, L. Arlene, Box 547, Aniak, AK 99557. 

COhen, Harold J., 75 Broad St., Keyport, NJ 07735. 

Collins, Vernon L., P.O. Box 122, Colville, WA 99114. 

Cordone, Richard P. , 918 Fifth Ave. , San Rafael, CA 94901. 
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Cavan, Harris, 2604 Fantezula Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Cowles, R.J., R.R. 4, Box 3, Burlington, IA 52601 . 

Cremeen, Cllarles J., Olio Rt., Walc.iron, AR 72958. 

Cravley; Michael H., 685 Franklin St., Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Curry, Edith, 430 E. I.erington B., El Cajon, CA 92020. 

Custer, Dan, 506 South Avenue West, 1'-tissoula, MT 59801. 

Czaypowski, Cpt. W.P., 1874 B. Glick Pl., Frederick, MD. 

Davis, Ioogene E., 22 Mohawk Dr., Easton, Cf 06612. 

Davis, Janet B., Nicholsville Rd., Bernhards Bay, NY 13028. 

Day, Betsy, 718 N "G" St., Tacoma, WA 98403. 

Day, David, 2266 Clementine a, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Deegans, W.E., skyurn bjerge, 7752 snedsted, thy, Danmark. 

Denby, Laura, School ln., Lloyd Harbor, Ht.mtington, LI, NY 11743. 

Dickson, Maryjane A., 1535 Judson Dr., Boulder, CO 80303. 

Doheny, Opal and Bob, Box 281, Laurel, MT 59044. 

Doudiet, Ellenore, Cas tino, ME 04421. 

Drurrnncnd, Randall L., 7004 Kennedy Ave., Hanrnond, IN 46323. 

Dtnna.s, Michael L., 619 Laurel Ct., Marshfield, WI 54449. 

Ehmsen, Jean & Ronald, lf8 Webster Acres, Webster Groves, l>D 63119. 

Eisinger, Styra, R.D. Ironbridge Rd. Asbury, NJ 08802. 
Endsley, Jan, 216 AN. G St., Tacoma, WA 98403. 
Engelking, Charles, P. 0. Box 482, Capitan, :t-M 88136. 

English, Gary, 37128 Orchard Cir. Westland, MI 48185. 

Fair, Stephen, Star Rt. B-502, Omgiak, AK ~~567. 

Fink, Michael, 2 College St., Providence, RI 02903. 

Fisher, Thomas R. , Jr. , Me Uni v. Marine Laboratory, Beaufort, NC 2 8516 

Flake, Lester D., S.D. State Uhiv. Brookings, SD 57006. 

Flattery, Susan M., 103 Tannus Pond Rd., Garden City, NY. 
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Foust, Carole L., 563 Boyd, Oshkosh, W1 54901. 

Frederick, Nancy G., R.D. 2, Hockessin, DE 19707. 

Fulcher, E.E. 6525 S. 84th Rt. 8, Lincoln, NB 68506. 

Fuller, Mrs. Andrew, 14505 McGinty Rd., Wayzata, ~ 55491. 

Garcia, Theresa, 2205 Paso Verde, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

Gardner, Jo Ellen, 14634 Lark St., San Leandro, CA 94578. 

Gay, Ward I., Sea Airmotive, Inc. P.O. Box 6-003, Anchorage, AK 99502. 

Gaydosik, Viki, 602 Langdon St., Madison, W1 53700. 

Gehlert, R. (petition, 36 sign.) 133 W. Ianvale S"t;., Baltim:>re, MD 21217. 

Geib, Virgie, Box 68, High Rolls, NM 88325. 

Gerritsen, Jrures A., 355 Serrano Dr., San Francisco, CA 94132. 

G:>ldman, Harry, 41 Mohican St, Glen Falls, NY 12801. 

Goldman, Lois, 304 S. 3rd W., Missoula, MT 59801. 

Gonzales, Cindy, 2105 Salto Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Gott, Mrs. Myra, 424 S. 3rd St., Nampa ID 83651. 

Gray, Phillip L., 820 Glacier Ave., Apt A, Juneau, AK 99801. 

Green, Marjorie, 735 Shahorna, Nonnan, OK 73069. 

Green, Robert W. , Skagit Valley College, Mt. Vernon, WA 9 82 73. 

Gregg, Mary Jo, P.O. Box 1565, Aspen CO 81611. 

Griffin, Larry, 2328 S. El Balie Pl. Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Guild, Stephen, Box 82, Conway, MA 01341. 

Gutzke, Robert, 4550 Scott 822. St. Louis, MO 63110. 

Hague, Florence S., 3420 Shamrock Dr., Ol.arlotte, NC 28215. 

Hall, E. Raymond, U of K. , Lawrence, KS 66044. 

Hansen, Susan, 126 Stewart Hall, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Hargis, David & Maren, 6662 Jackson Dr., San Diego, CA 92119 

Harlin, Marilyn M. , Arts & Sciences , U of RI, Kingston, RI 02881. 
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Heggemess, I;I.J., · 41 Ralchle Rd., Hyde Park, MA 02136. 

Heller, Harris, P.O. Box 162, Boulder, CO 80302. 

Herrb, Rick, WSU, Scott Hall 559, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Hennan, William R., 2336 Harrow Rd., Upper St. Clair, PA 15241. 

Hileman, Margaret, 302 Evergreen St. Apt. Bozeman, MT 59715. 

Hodge, Carrie, 2633 Fantezuela Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Hodges, Tina C., 1940 Atlantida Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Hodlopki, 510 Ha.vard Rd., Ol.erry Hill, NJ 08034. 

Holm, Don, The Oregonian, Portland, OR 97201. 

Holmes, E.L., 8910 Latona NE, Seattle, WA 98115. 

Holthaus , Mary Lou, Dillon, MT 

Horsfall, Margery W., 1037 Oxford Dr., Placentia CA 92670. 

Houchin, Diane D., 4045 Stockdale Hwy., Bakersfield, CA 93309. 

Ha.ve, Jimmy, 412 S. Genesee, L.A. CA 90036. 

Howland, Henry E. , 99 Marshall Rdg. Rd. , New Canaan, CT 06 840. 

Hunt, Boyd Mrs., 20 Calle Encanto, Tucson, AZ 85716. 

Hunt, William M., 315 Shore Rd. Burlington, VI' 95401 

Husmann, Kenneth H., P.O. Box 37, Brookings, SD 57006. 

Jan Tausch, Margaret (petition 12 sign) East Berne, NY 12059. 

Jayne, Gerald A., 1568 Lola St. , Idaho Falls, ID 83401. 

Jefferson, Paul, 2507 Saradi Grande, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Jemison, William D. Sr., 439 S. Perkins Rd., Memphis, TN 38117. 

Jensen, Marie, I Hillside Court, Northfield, MN 55057. 

Johanson, ·Mrs. Perry B., 5261 148th Ave. SE, Bellevue, WA 98006. 

Jdmson, Robert & Barbara, 1003 Lake Hill Rd., Montesano, WA 98563. 

Johnson, Betty L., 376 Kaiolu St. #305, Honolulu, HI 96815. 

Johnson, Llewellyn R., 5051 Southampton Dr., .Anchorage, AK 99503. 

Jones, Kevin R., 631 Cook St., DePere, WI 54115. 
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Irnhoff, Joseph T., 309 Long Grove Rd., Lang Grove, IL 60047 

Kakela, Linda M., Star Rt. 1, Stearrboat, m 80477. 

Kalla, Peter I., 417 Green St., Auburn, AL 36830. 

Kappel, Albert, Oenoke Rdg. , New Canaan, cr 

Kattelmann, Richard C., 4817 Proctor Avenue, Oakland, CA 94618. 

Keller, Dean, 2032 Salto, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Kellogg, Williams., 2000 Spindrift Dr., LaJolla, CA 92037. 

Kelly, Kathryn, 2544 Srandi Grande, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Kent, Marcia & Ralph, Rt. 1 Box 145, Berne NY 12023. 

Kerr, Barbara P., 309 E. 14th St., Tempe, AZ 852Sl. 

Kindschi, Donald, Prairie du Sac, WI 53578. 

King, Rodney J. , Box J. , .Malta, MT 

Knapp, Stanley M., 1745 E. 5th St., Port Angeles, WA 98362. 

Knohr, DanielL., MOunted Rt., Enola, PA 17025. 

Kranek, Ethel, 7037 Crestview Dr., Oeveland, G-1 44141. 

Kroger, Richard L. R.Z Box 259C, Newport, NC 28570. 

Kross, James W., SRA. Box 384-B, Anchorage, AK 99507. 

Lagergren, Carolyn, 208 N. 27th Ave., Yakima, WA 98902 

LaPuma, Sheree, 16491 Cane1ores, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Larson, Nancy Mae, Valhalla, Marine Rt. Coerur d' Alene, ID 83814. 

LeBaron, F.N., Univ. of Mf , Alburquerque, Nvf 87106. 

Lentz, Janella S., 505 E. North St., Knoxville, IL 61448. 

Leslie, Wi lliam, Box 16, Miranda CA 95553. 

Leyland, Robert C., 19 Rio Vista Ave., Oakland, CA 94611. 

Linde, Ann, 16455 Paseo De. Rocha, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Little, Stacey, 2539 Sarandi Grande, Hacienda Heights, CA 917 45. 

Lansford, Graydon L., 311 E. 72nd St., New York, NY 10021. 
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Luermann, Suzarme & Omck, 504 W. Kennicott, Carbondale, IL 

Lurue, Michael & Janice, P.O. Box 575, Logan, UT 84321. 

Lutlunan, Vernon A. , Box 4-118, Anchorage, AK. 99509. 

Luthy, James F., P.O. Box 244, Death Valley, CA 92328. 

Mabry, N. Kemp., Post Office Box, 3967, Statesboro, GA 30458. 

Madkovjak, James R., Box 59, Soldotna, AJC 99669. 

Manderfield, Eileen, 8334 E. Devonshire, Scottsdale, AZ 95351. 

Mannee, Alan W., 18009 1/2 Shennan Way, Reseda, <£A 91335. 

Mangous, June, 14 75 Vincennes, Crete, IL 60417. 

Marion, Danny, 2221 Comiso Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Mazza, Amy, 628 Eye St., Davis, CA 95616. 

McCarthy, Stephen J., 1422 27th St., NW, Washington, D.C. 

McClintic, Robert H., Star Route South, Ligonier, PA 15658. 

McColley, M. , 918 Surry Rd. , Wenatchee, WA 98801. 

McComb, John A., 752 S. Forgeus, Tucson, AZ 85719. 

McCormick, Myra B., P.O. Box 1163, Silver City, NM 88061. 

McGann, Jon, 2326 Punta Del Este Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

r.Eacharn, Thomas & Jane, 1410 H Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 

r.Essner, Cindi, 1035 Deconshire Dr., Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Miller, E. Morton, Dept. of Biology, U of Miami, Coral Gables, FL 33124. 

Miller, Raymond M., 907 Fielden Rd., Fredericksb1.rrg, VA 22401. 

~filler, Roger H., 620 Ash St., Winnetka, IL 60093. 

Misner, Ho.vard E. , 4242 (Mynne Rd. , ~mphis, 1N 38117. 

Mitchell, Mrs. J.R., 1702 W. Emma, Springdale, AR 72764. 

Mitchell, Ned. N., 427 Buckeye , Ft. Collins, CO 

M:>rgan, Bruce & Olivia, E. Winchester Rd, .Annapolis, MD 21401 

M:>rley, J., 4721 Choctaw Dr. H., San Diego, CA 92115. 
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Morris, Blaine R., 5707 Columbia Ave., Ha:nm:md, IN 46320. 

MJrris, Brian D., 5707 Columbia Ave) Hamroond, IN 46320. 

Morrow, Mr & Mrs. John, 2227 13th Ave E., Seattle, WA 98102. 

Mullen, Jolm & Joan, Box 146A, Berne, NY 12023 

Mullen, Margaret T., Box 602, Soldotna, AK 

Munford, George W., P.O. Box 405, Grayling, MI 49738. 

Murphy, William D., U of N-Lincoln, Lincoln, NB 68508. 

Nelson, A. F. 1927 Clise Pl. W., Seattle, WA 98199. 

Nelson, Darby, 11117 Welcome Ave. N., Charnpllin, MN ,S5316. 

Nelson, Russ, 16347 Santa Bianca Dr, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Neulig, Ralph, P .0. Box 321, Waterbury, CT 06702. 

New, John G., State Univ. College, Oneonta, NY 13820. 

Newman, Lucinda, 140 Eagle # 30 5, Anchorage, AK 99 501 

Nitze, Heidi, The Dakota, 1 W. 72nd St. #96., New York, NY 10023 

Niver, Collin A., 1431 Denali St. #4, Anchorage, AK 99501. 

Northcote, Craig, 16284 Santa Bianca Dr., Hacienda Heights, cA 91745. 

Norwood, Josephine 1-1., 319 Dartnouth Dr., SE, Albuquerque, N:M 

CMen, Randy, 16404 Canaries, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Parker, Sophia B., 822 East Caramillo, Colorado Springs, CO 80907. 

Parodi, Jay, 2504 Sarandi Grande Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Patterson, F .A., 1862 Har~tilton Rd. E-15, Okemos, MI 48864. · 

Pearson, Gary L., Box 1036 ~ Jarrestavn ~ ND S840L 

Pellerin, Cheryl, 1992 Placentio Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Phillips, M[ldred., Box 6602, Flagstaff, AZ 86001. 

Phillips, Mrs. Robert M., 6750 Valley Dr., Riverside, CA 

Pitcairn, Feodor U., Jenkinto.-m Plaza, Jenkintown, PA 19046. 

Pizarro, Judy, 4 Hawthorne Rd., Gibbsoboro, NJ 08026. 
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Poland, Roscoe A., · 3942 Highes Ct., San Diego, CA 92ll5 (petiticn, no sig. actu 

Pollock~ Robert, & Jean, 916 N. 24th St., Grand Forks, ND 582el 

Poole, Elizabeth, Valley View, R.D. 2, Box 404, Hockessin, DE 19707. 

Porter, Marta, 1525 S. Amherst #210, W. Los Angeles, CA 90025. 

Potter, Allen R., 1537 N.E. 92nd St., Seattle, WA 98115. 

Purcell, Renee, 15856 Annellen St., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Rausch, Robert L., Box 80569, College, AK 99701. 

Rausch, Virginia R., Box 80569, College, AK 99701. 

Rhodes, Richard A., P.O. Box 589, Placitas, NM 87043. 

Richard, Paul W., 2429 24th St. RD., Greeley, CO 80631. 

Riena-~s, The, Hollyhock Hollow Fann, R. D. Selkirk, NY 

Rodda, Gordon, 230 Andrews Hall, Boulder, 00 80302. 

Rood, R. Fenton, 4051 E. 43rd St., Tulsa, OK 74135 

Rosenberg, Bobbe, 1807 N. Norton, Tucson, AZ 8~.'19. 

Roy, Kenneth C., 314 Harwood Hall, U of A, College, AK 99701. 

RUby, Chris, 2423 Fontezuela Dr, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Reuter, Frank, & Mary, 852 D Yak Estates, Fairbanks, AK 99701. 

Russell, Ruth G., 13 North St., N. Reading, MA 01864. 

Sabbeth, Shirley A., 46 Bulaire Rd., E. Rockaway , NY ll518 

Sargent, J.W., 43 Glacier Ct., Bozeman, MT 59715. 

Sattler, William & Genevieve, 4050 Poplar A~e., Concord, CA 94521. 

Saunders, William C., 49 Claremont Ave., NewYork, NY 10027. 

Schaffer, Martha D., 8 Beechdale Rd., Baltimore, MD 21210. 

Schmidt, Lee M. , Box 130, Mt. Edgecurrbe, AK 

Schoonover, Anne E. , 212 Lake Street, Angola, NY 14006. 

Schrader, Glory A., R.R. 2, Box 223A., Berlin, WI 54923. 

Schwartz, Bradley, P.O. Box 1292, Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. 
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Sebek, John, 2423 Filidad, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Senske, C.M., 279 Cecilia Way, Tiburon, CA 94920. 

Servais, Jcnres D. , 3146 Petre Rd. , Chesapeake, VA 22325. 

Sewell, JOhn T., 100 N. Jefferson St., Green Bay, WI 54301. 

Syehers, Leroy, 414 S. Main, Lead, SD 57754. 

Shafer, Kathleen Newton, Cardinal Dr., Valley Rd., Watchmg, NJ 07060. 

Sheets, A.M. 1049 W. Fifth St., Anchorage, AK 99501. 

Shennan, V.T. & N.S., East Lakeshore, Whitefish, MT 59937. 

Shipp, Van, Midway, ICY 40347. 

Sinnnennan, Nancy, Box 548, Girdwood, AK 99587. 

Simonsen, Francis, Schulz Rd. , Lake View, NY 14085. 

Slagle, D.D., 2152 Newcomer St., Richland, WA 99352. 

Snow, Mr. & Mrs. Donald, 3907 S.W. Orchara St., Seattle, WA 98136. 

S01rers, Alice, 5330 Beverlyhill Ln., Houston, TX 77027. 

Soscia, Chris, 16455 Canaries Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Sperling, David, 338 N. Motmtain Ave., Upper Montclair, NJ 07043. 

Spingam, Arthur, Haverford College, Haverford, PA 19041. 

Staffansan, Robert, 403 N. 17th St., Bozeman, :t-.IT 59715. 

Stanun, Lillie, S. Guy Rd. , Blanchard, MI. 

Stanford, Thad C., 873 ~~dical Center Dr., NE, Salem, OR 97301. 

Stansell, Mrs. Marian, 402 W. Forest St., Roswell, Ntvt 88201. 

Stebbins, Lisa J., 180 Inwood Ave., Upper Montclair, NJ 07043. 

Stephens, Wesley, 964 Summer SL., Hammond, IN. 

Stemweis, James A., 669 Scott Hall, UofW, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Stettenheirn, Peter, Box 79, Plainfield, NH 03781. 

Sturtz, Howard, ll81 Boulevard Way, Walnut Creek, CA 9459 5. 

Sweetland, Sally, 15ll 22nd St. N\IJ, Washington, D.C. 20037. 



-11-

Tabbert, Russell & Barbara, 862-A Yak Estates, Fairbanks, AK. 99701. 

Talley, Jackie M., 902 Ridgecrest Dr., Alamogordo, MN 88310. 

Tappel, Mary, 512 Miller Dr. , Davis, CA 95616. 

Thompson, LaVerne, 501 W. 123rd St., New York, NY 10027. 

Thorniley, Ethel W., 757 Drexel, Detroit, MI 48215. 

Thurber, William K., 14 Elm St., Middlebury, VT 05753. 

Tirana, T.W., 4906 Tilden St., Washington, D.C. 20016. 

Tomlinson, Thomas, 4906 North Dixie, West Palm Beach, FL 33407. 

Trader, Paul, 683 Hazel St., Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Tupper. Frank A., Box 851, Homer, AK 99603. 

Van Vleck, Sarita, Captiva, FL 33924. 

Vopal, Betsy, 648A Central St., Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Wagner, Joseph & Mary, 3315 N. 60th St. , Phoenix, AZ 85018. 

Walker, Alma Toev'S, 1095 Ivywood Dr., A then~, GA 30601. 

Walker, H.E., 1513 Sol Dr., Yakima, WA 98902. 

Wallace, Billy C., 915 Will Rogers Dr., Stillwater, OK 74074. 

Waterhouse, Frank M., 3151 Alki Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98ll6. 

Weber, Ran, 16473 Monte Cristo Dr., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745. 

Weeks, l\Iartin, National Bank Bld. of South Dakota, Vemillion, SD 5 7069. 

Weggel, Vee, 5307 Nevada Ave N\'l, Washington, D.C. 20015. 

Weigert, Dennis, U of W, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 

Weir, Thomas & Kristina, 4639 133rd Ave SE, Bellevue, WA 98006. 

West, Robert R., Saxtons River, Vennant 05154. 

White, Burdette & Violet, P.O. Box 186, Idyllwild, CA 92349. 

Whitney, Nathaniel, 633 S. Verry Pines Rd., Rapid City, SD 57701. 

Widman, Jean, 77 S. Ogden 404, Denver, CO 80209. 

Williams, Linda, Cross Trees Hill Rd., Essex, CT 06426. 
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Williamsan, D.W., 812 Miller Ave., SUilllyside, WA 98944. 

Willis, Elizabeth B. , Rt. 8 Box 88 )5, Bainbridge Island, WA. 9 8110. 

Wilson, V .P. & Alher, M.S., 2328 Atlas Peak Rd., Napa, CA 94558. 

Winsl~, Maymie, Box 276, Heppner, OR 97836. 

Wood, David G., 403 E. A Street, Moscow, ID 83843. 

Woodley, Robert E., 1935 Hetrick, Richland, WA 99352. 

Zaccheo, Margery H., 276 Pearl St., Kingston, NY 12401. 

l 
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MAR 'l 1973 
Ott:ce 0 ; t~e ~.rea Director 

Anchorc:.Jc, .A.!c.sk.o 

Area Director 

1108 Uin ta.."l Street \ /.1 
La Canada, CA 91 011 1 L~ - i 

./\ )__,.___ 
4 }larch 1973 . '/' ~;_/ 

:Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

~ar Hr. Director: 

. ~rl~• O"d 'v\':i:J;~io 
" . -:: 1'/c.J/ 

OHice of the Area Director 

;.nchorG';)fJ, Al.;;• i<oJ 

As a citizen concerned ~ri th the issues of conservation, and as a 
active member of 'Ihe ''ilderness Society, I am writing to support the 
designation of the Semidi National \o/ildlife Refuge as wilderness as 
defined in the 1964 ~filderness Act. 

I have seen many of Alaska's offshore islands <...nd am in deep res.pect 
of their beauty. I f eel very strongl y that such areas must be given the 
legal protection afforded by the Wilderness Act. 

Please include my .~ etter in the hearing record. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 
" ; ·· 

!" .' ' ( 

· ·,, __ J .f\.!~n~\-t 
Theodore Anderson 
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HELEN P. APPELL 

A rea Di::'~ctor 

Sinking Springs Farms 
York,H.D.5,Pa., 17402 

February 22,1973/ 

Bureau pf Sports Fisheries and ;/ildlife 
BI3 D Street 

A nchorage ,A laska. 
Dear Sir: 

I heartily urge and recorrmend that the Se:nidi National ;'Jildlife 
Refuge be included in the Wilderness ~reservation System including 
all the islands as well as the submerged lands thereby protecti ng 
these lands forever . 

S ihce re l~' , 

-~.cou of Sport Fisher· 
It E C 'es and Wi/ ... -

E IV E 0 a"'" 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the ~rea o· 

An..... lrecfor 
~.noroge, Aloslto 
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FLORIDA --A T LA N T I C U N I V E R -S I T Y 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Area Director 

BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33432 

..... .... ;..; :J ci ::-;.:--r . 4 ··-;.. . w. , ... . 

RECE1 V c0 

Ol!tce cf \~2 i\r ·~a )irc:~or 

And-,or::Je, /l !c:~a 

March 13, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I heartily concur that the Sernidi National Wildlife Refuge 
lie designated as a wilderness area. Its inclusion within our 
Afational '\t'ilderness {keservation System will be a further step in 
not only safeguarding the future of the wildlife involved but in 
once again establishing our concern for the rights of all life to 
survive. 

Very truly yours, 

cP~v~cr-/ 
Assistant Professor of Education 

BA/adsw 
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. MAR o 1973 
Office of '"• Area Director 

Anchorage. Alaska 



AREA. DIRECTOR 

L.,uoou of !:port Fisn0ries ond W.i'"•· ··.c 
ltECEIVEu 

MAR 1 41~n 
Office of ihe Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISr~IES 
A}ID v'HIDLIFE 
813 D St. 
ANCHOD.4.GE, AIJ..SKA 99501 

Dear Sir: 

13 ~-arch, 1973 

Please put my letter on the record of the public hearing of February 20, 
1973 held in Anchorage. 

I am very much in favor of i.."1cluding the Semidi National Hildlife Refu~e 
in the National 'rlilderness Preservation System. 

As Alaska becomes nore highly populated and industrialized, there vdll 
be increasing pressure to use tre outlying islands for various purposes. The 
~·Iilderness Prese!•vation S:.rstem would be much stronger protection for the u
nique Semidi Islands area than would the present i·iildlife Refuge Status. 

\-.J'ith all of the oil spills that 1t:ill soon be occurring betltJeen Alaska's 
Valdez and Hashington' s l~et Sound, vie will need the Semidi area as a prolif
ic breeding ground for replacing birds and sea life \1hich will be killed along 
the Valdez-Puget So~d route. 

In other words, Ser.udi could be a \vonderful nursery; a place ltThere at least 
sorre root stock could be preserved to be used for reseeding areas ltJhere the life 
is destroyed or severely darraged by these inevitable oil spills. 

Very Truly Yours 

,r 
\ "' ( -. 
· ... ·- .... ' 

CECIL E. BAILEY 
7744 38t h Ave. ~JE. 
Seattle, 1;Jashington 
98115 
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P. 0. BOX 4473 EL PASO, TEXAS 79914 PHONE: 915 757-1201 

Bureau of Sport fi5~Jries a.'J Wi\::.i;,(; 
KECEIVEL.l 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries ~nd Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorege, Ala.ska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

ott. of lhe Area Dlrec:or 1ce , 
Anchorage, A!a:;..:a 

13 March '73 

I must commend you and your staff for recommending that the entire 

Semidi National Wildlife Refuge and the submerged lands surrounding the 

refuge be included in the National Wilderness Preservation system. Wildlife 

habitat is dis~ppe~ring at an alarming rate. It is encouraging to know that 

your alert and timely recommendation may provide a permanent wildlife sanctuary 

for the area. 

I have not visited Alaska for many years and have never seen the Semidi 

~Refuge. However, its preservation is just as important to me as if it were 

~loc~ted in my own state. 

I wish you every success with your proposal. 

Sincerely yours 

f(~~.u/~ 
Robert C. Barto 
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0 RECEIVE 

. : ,:..,c Area l)irector 
Ott!Ct '- ' •. 

Anchorage, Alaska 

;':rea Director 

DJreau of Sport Fi sheries 
and ·. ;i1dlife 

813 D Street 
l'.nchoru.;e, .:~.laslca 995Cl 

Dear Sir: 

Hu.rch 12, 1973 

For tne protection of tho E.enidi Ec::tiona1 
~-:ildlife Rofuc e, I .sincerely ur;:;e that the entire 
'··.·]".1'-rlll'--"e ro ·''·u·:-C'> (l' c·l-- r'r -.nr' r,-~. ·-- cr"'ec.' l..,....,c.l c;,\ 'h.., ~ _.. - ~<.,; Oo.,J-. c~J._........, c; . ....... ..... ~ .. LJ~ a. 0 c...;_ .. '-' / U\,..oo 

added to the 1:-:._li:.;rncsr: ~-:/.:te:~'l . ~:~i: &rea i s· still 
in a naturu.l stc:tc an~_;_ r.10st ccrt.J.irllj· qt.'..o.1ifics for 
le;;al protection under the 1 ;?61..: · ·ildcrne:Js ,'.ct. 

("'r"' \ ,l";. -' • ; 

Eoze:::u.n, ::ontana 5'7715 
~oute 3, 'S o:~ 131 

Sinccrel:r, 

:·rargueri te II. Bc.rtosch 



tviRS. HARRY A. BATTEN 

-v·~au of" . 207 GRIEGOS ROAD N 
.;port Fisheries an · \J.: , • E. 

It E C E I ~LuVQUERQU E YE... • N.M. 87107 

FEB 2 b 187~ 
Office of the Area 0 . 1roc.~or 

Anchorage, A!c,k:) 
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Office of the Areo Diroctor 
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MAR 8 1973 

Area Director 

blrch l, 197 J 

oureau of Sport Fisheries and Aildlife 
813 D • .Street 
Anchorage, 1uaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing this letter in behalf of 

wildlife and wilderness, specifically 

the wildlife and wilderness of the 

Semidi Islands. Having been to many 

of the Alaskan areas photographing wild 

life, I sincerely feel that this area, 

so important to the millions of sea-

birds that nest there, ~ust be permanently 

protected by being designated officially 

as a wilderness area. ~e must preserve 

what little sacred pieces of wilderness- ~e 

have remaining • 



--------~------- ---





Alison Bind.er 
nox 3 
Hiver t ines, Cal i fornia 95675 

April 6, 1973 

Gor-don ;.1 . ~:i::1tson, Are~ Director 
Bureau of ..:>)art .:,i sheri es ar1d :'iildli.re 
813 D :::;t::_oe 8 t 
Anchorar;e, :Uaslc?. 99501 

I •·:auld li~:e to comnent on the '~Tilderness )rO-;JOSr1l for 
S e,~'lici.i :1:1. t ions.l •i l dlife ~1e fu:;e. If the:ce has be en an 
extension to the deAdline for written testinony, )lease 
include this letter in the hcorin2 record. · 

I stron~ly s~~~ort the 3ureau 1 s ?roposal to inclu~e Dll 
of 3e:r1idi !:T<=>.tion8l ~: ildlife "-\ef,J.r;e in tr.3 ~~~ -~iono.l 

~ild8 rness ~roservatior1 Systen . St~tutory ) rotection 
,_~nd.er t~10 '.iilr:erness . ~ct of 1 9 ·;1~ ·:i ll ~cl~ in the r.'lain
tenance of undisturbed ~iltili£e habitat. 

It is vital to ~ive the utmost nrotection ?Os sible to 
rare snd endan~e~ed s ~ecies such ~s t~e ~,erican t ~ ld 
ea3le rmd the ya re ·~rine f ,c: lcon, ~-:hich in.h ':'bi t t nese 
i s lands ~c cordin~ to your ~rochure. 

Your brochur e on t~ e ~ilderness ~ro~osal is e~cellent; 
it is ··:ell d.one both in c ·vntent and i'orm. 

I ho7e t~at 3e~iii c ~n be c lassified as wi l derness as 
so0n es ]ossi~le. 

Good l~ck in your continued efforts for orotection of 
Hil ci.life. 

:l"n n,....,l,. --""'"" _ ,.._ , _.,~..._L ,, V l.A.. 

Sincerely, 

Ali son Binr~ er 
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SCHOOL OF LETIERS AND SCIENCE . 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY wsu 

c ) WISCONSIN STATE UNIVERSITY, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 54901 
'--·~ouof!:portFi~~erie,ondW ; <- ; t Halsey Science 3ox 25 

~ECEIVE .... 

Area Director 

FEB 2 b 197.3 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport ?isheries and \>lildlife 
813 U Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Irear Sir: 

It!-
February 22, 1973 

Please add my name to the list of conservationists supporting 
the designation of Semidi National Vlildlife Refuge as wilderness. 
I am an ecologist and teach a course in conservation at this university. 
Although I have never been to Alaska I have traveled through all of the 
lower 48 states and plan to someday visit Alaska. As a traveler, 
conservationist, and ecologist I c&n appreciate the need for settir~ 

A as ide natural he.!::li tat for vrildl ife. F:rom what I have read about the 
W islands included in t: ~e Semidi National \Hldlife :=tefuge it would seem 

to me that the U.s. Fish and Wildlife Service was right in conclucing 
that this entire refuge qualifies for inclusion in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

Please enter this letter in the public hearing record. I 
would appreciate a confirmation of the receipt of my letter. Thar~ 
you. 

Sincerely., 
I f ' .t-: 'J ,.·· ~ !!. _,0:jt (. / ./T'ik,' 

Gerald L. Bothne r 
Asst. Professor 
Biology Department 



L..;.ccu of :p~ rt f:!::o· .. r1es ond Wildlife 

A f C f i V E "' Box 6 FPO 

Area Director 

~~AR 8 107"1 
• .' .. ) 

Ot!ice of !he ; e o Director 
Anchorage, Ala~ka 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

Seattle, Washington 98790 
5 March 1973 

Please be advised of our support for your Bureau's proposal to include the 
entire wildlife refuge of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge within the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. It is essential that the total mating and nesting 
habitat for the waterfowl occupying the Alaskan Semidi Islands area receive 
permanent protection by our Federal government for the well-being and future 
preservation of the numerous species affected. 

Please also accept our concern for any excesses in commerc.ial fishing takes 
from the waters surrounding the Semidi Islands that would substantially diminish 
or otherwise deplete the food supply of ocean bird wildlife beyond the critical 
level for their sustainPent and for which the Bureau proposal is intended to 
protect. 
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HOWARD P. BROKAW 
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U.NITUJ STATES DEFAltTL1ENT OF 'I'~E I~lTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLI~E SERVICE 

BUREAU OF SPO.RT FISHERIES AND WILDLU'E 

813 "D" Street 

Anchorage, Al£ska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

1220 "F" Street 

A1:chorage, Alaska 99501 

February 20th, 1973 _ 
-~{)C;' 

vr_::::::::-

cr8 r .. . - c: ~ 1.97J 

I am writing in regard to th8 Semidi Wilderness Proposal, as 

set forth in your brochure, entitled "Serr1idi WS ldernes s Proposal, 

Seoidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska". 
' 

I am in favor of the wilderness proposal for the Semidi National e Wildlife Re[uge, aw oc..tlined in the brochure to which I have made 

reflerence, above. I believe that this area meri~s and needs the 

protection which classification as wilderness under Fuclic Law 
would provide 

88-577..\" I further believe that this is the highest and best use 

of the area encompassed by the present Wildlife Refuge. I reali~e 

that such classification is no t strictly necessary for the area, in 

order for it tc continue as a wild l ife reguge; I do feel, however, that 

wilderness classific&ti o n ~ould af~ord an additional measure of prot

ection for the area, a~d that the area is the type which was intended 

for such status by ConGress ehen it passed the Wilderness Act, P.L. 

68-577. 

I request that this wri~t0n 3ta~ement ~c ~ade a part uf the 

Public .Hearing Record on the proposal. 

I Am, Sincerely, 

/()~~ K ~~WI_ 
Gerald R. Brookman 



MAR 1 o 1973 
Office of the Area 0 . 

1rc;;tor 
And:orcge, AbkQ 

Area Director 

5115 Hountain Crest Drive 
Knoxville, ~enn. 37918 

March 15, 1973 

L/2.3 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Semidi National \-lildlife Refuge, Alaska 

Sear Sir: 

It is with enthusiasm that I support the proposal 

of the Bureau that the entire Semidi National viildlife 

Refuge (islands and submerged lands) be given wilderness 

designatlon and thus be included in the National \Hlcierness 

Preservation System. 

Remote from well populated crossro2ds though these 

islands be, man and his bull-dozer can and do go anywhere. 

Thus it is desirable to .::;i ve official wilc.erness protection 

to these remote islands. 

I request that thj_s letter be made a part of the official 

Hearing Record. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ I> ., 
I v"l:/ -'l,U?, 'l"'J~ tV?1J-7

-"' . 
(Mrs. Harvey Broome) 
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Area Director 
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5358 Hester Road 
Oxford, Ohio 
February 26, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and \'lildlife 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

As a member of both tho \iilderness 
Society and the Sierra Club, I am ·Nri ting 
to support the designation of 3cmidi 
National ;·Jildlife rlefuee as a vlilderness 
area. 

I have had close association with the 
National Park system and with the Bureau of 
Sport .:.~' isheries and .'iildlife. Because of 
experience ~ith both of these I feel that 
we naed to preserve l a r ge sections of land 
in its natural condition. ~he aesthetic value 
of such reg ions is great. Study of such areas 
can help mun r egain a balance of natura. 

I hope that the Fish and \Vildlife Service 
is successf ul in its proposal to make this 
area a part of the National Wildernes~ Pre
servation System. 

Sincap.;;l:r yours, 
'fS.u.l tht.r,_ A~;.,u 
Beth BurdJ.ne 



Box 341 Sou·.;hern Station 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401 
March 8, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
81 3 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please record my support for having Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge designated as wilderness in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

Sincerely yours, 

'fX a(Lwli_ 
4lt Raymond L. Busbee 

RLB/ di 



\\TIs 11-T\T 
February 27, 1973 - -

James T. Butler 

Vice President & General Manager 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

Dear Sir: 

.. J ;· ~~ ~· · ... ·,\'iii,~ ; ;e 

~~ E C E I V E .~ 

I "" - • 
' ... ~ J • 

I want you to know of my str0ng support for wilderness 
classification for the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. 

I fervently hope that the recommendations of the Flsh and 
Wildlik Service that the entire refuge area, including the 
submerged lands that surround this island "Wildlife 
Sanctuary" be included in the National Wilderness Reser
va tion System. 

Sincerely, 

James T. Butler· 

JTB/d 

WISN -TV • THE HEARST CORPORATION • 4 14/ 342-3000 • 759 N. 19th St . Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53233 
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March 5, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

re: Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 

I wholeheartedly agree with and endorse your recommendation 
that the 256,000-acre Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, including sub
merged surrounding lands, be included in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

In as much as this refuge was originally established by Execu
tive Order, it could then again be abolished in the same way. But, if 
it be given official wilderness designation, preservation would be assured, 
forever. 

This wilderness status is vitally necessary in order to maintain 
this area in its wilderness condition as a breeding ground and habitat 
for -millions of seabirds, plus two species on the endangered list: the 
American Bald Eagle and the Peregrine Falcon. 

Please enter this letter into the record of the hearing on 
February the 20th. Thank you. 

Cordially, 

'. / -. / 1 

t?) . ~4./ (_ J {c~v&~ 
Lisa C. Caplan 
11 Ardsley Road 
Glen Ridge, New Jersey 07028 

,. ... 



Area Director 

1 ... ..; : cc 'J oi, :. ·:; ~~rt Fi: .. ,~ ~ies (T1:i V.,' il :~: ::e 

KECEIVE"" 

1QT~ .·.·. ,) 

QH;cc of ~:1c .A n~a Director 

And:c :c-:;c:. Alc :;ka 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

1648 Geroldton Place 
Traverse City, MI 49684 

~larch 6, 1973 

I submit this letter as my response to the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife's proposal to include the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. I request that this letter 
become part of the public record on this matter. 

I commend the Bureau for proposing that the entire acerage of the Refuge 
be included in the \\Tilderness System. I believe that Semidi is a unique 
mixture of maritime rer.1oteness .and bleakness, ~deserving of Wilderness 
designation. I note that this proposal involves no trade-off of short-run 
economic benefits for long-run wilderness benefits, as so many of the other 
Wilderness proposals do.Granted, commercial fishermen do use the area, 
but their activities will not markedly harm the millions of seabirds who 
will be the primary beneficiaries of ~Vilderness desi.gn;ttion. Besides, the 
sea itself cannot be designated as Wilderness, so absolutely no one-
fishermen, land-owners, special int~rest groups --will be harmed by this 
proposal. 

The Wildlife Refuge, created by Executive Order, can be abolished the same 
way. But the Wilderness System has been created by Congress, and by extensi on, 
the American people, and can only be abolished by them. This is the type of 
protection Semidi should have. 

I completely support the Bureau's proposal and wish you every success in 
implementing it. 

Sincerely, 

/." ··~ 
~ / -

/ ...,.. . ~) 
! . ~--· 

Robert B. Carroll 
C. 
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kEC:El'/E~ 

Area Director 

405-G Ridge Road 
North Arlington, New Jersey 07032 
February 27, 1973 

RE: SEMIDI WILDERNESS, ALASKA 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, ALASKA 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Please know that I strongly support the Fish and Wildlife 
Service's proposal which recommends that the entire refuge 
area knotvn as Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, including 
the submerged lands surrounding this island wildlife sanctuary, 
be included in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
(This 256,000-acre wildlife refuge encompasses nine rocky 
islands containing about 8,425 acres, with the balance consist
ing of submerged lands surrounding the island group.) 

It would seem that this Refuge is an ideal area still in a 
natural state and an excellent haven for many species of birds, 
the arctic ground squirrel, and a variety of ma1ine mammals 
which inhabit the surrounding waters. Various species of whales, 
harbor seals, and sea lions maintain rookeries on several of the 
islands. Sea otters, too, are present although not plentiful. 
Since no development is planned, inclusion in the Wilderness 
Preservation System is most desirable. 

Please include my statement in the Official Hearing Record and 
acknowledge same. Many thanks for your attention to this request. 

All best wishes to you in your efforts for the better conservation 
and/or restoration of our land, water, air, and precious wildlife! 

Faithfully yours, 

(Mrs. Henry) Jos~phine Eric...:kson C.i..ak 
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Are·a Director 

F~- r 
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O ffice cf t:-:c A:-ac ':.'ro :~o'r 
An~horc.:;o# Ak..;;;:~ 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Feb. 22, 1973 

I am writing this brief letter to you simply to 
exp~ess my complete approval of your proposal to 
include the entire Semidi National Wildlife Re f u g e 
within the Nati o nal Wilderness System. 

Please include my letter in the record on the 
wilderness hearing. 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Soort 
813 D Street 

. f !he Are'l 0\rector 
Olttce o 

Mcncrace, Absko 

Fisheries and ~~ ildlif e 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Bo:l 0 47 
Al o/ 9S57 Aniak, aska _ 

19 Narch 1973 

In support of the recommendation in regards to the Semidi 
Vlildernes s Alaska. 

\\filereas: 
-'I'he 9-emidi w;_lcerness f(ef uge does qualify for inclusion 
in the NRtional ~ild0rness PresArva t ion, as it still re
mains in its na tu ral state. 

-WatArs surrounding the islands will n o t be incl uded in 
the Preservaticn, therefore ve~sels engage d in fishi nr 
the those w8t e rs would not be restric t ed 

-The SeMidi Wilde rness or r ather the Sernidi Na tional ~1il1-

Iife Hef'.l ''E' havin!=; been e s ta blis~:ted to preserve t h e 
r-atural habita t of ~illions of seabirds 

-Considc rin ~ the alarrnin~ sh rinka ge of natural preserves 
for wildlife ir. general, it vloul d be well to preserve 
what is still available f or the seabirds 

-It a p~earing that becaus e of the remoteness, climate , 
forma tion, l ack of g ood 8nc!'lorages, and seemi ngl y unfit 
for human habi t at ion or use it would be an ideal Pres e r ve 
for the wildlife that do Make t h is their natura l hab ita t ion, 
thus ass t.: rin;_~ the c or: ti.n ,la t.i on of the S!)ecies for t heir own 
value as 1t1ell as pr o tect ing a SDecies fo r L te kno1-1 l edge a nd 
pleasure f'o r futu re genera c i ons oi' 811 oeople. 

Therefore: 
I would req ue s t Gnd s u~~ort the r e commendat i on t hat t h e 

SeT'1.idi ~I a tionaJ ~ . i l d l i i' e ;;efuge &r e& in i t s e.nt :i.re ty ar:d in
cluding t he s ui:.nnerf;ed lands s urro uodin1'· this vlildlil'e sanctuary 
be include d in the Na t ional ~ilderness Preserva t i on System. 

,j'(2A~' 
L . .;.rl ene Clay 
Nembe r 
The Wildernes s Society 
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·uAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Olrettor 

Anehor«Je. Ale:~ 

Area Director, 

!'o.Boi /Z2--
colville, Wa~ h. 99114 

February 28, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and \'lildlife, 
813 D Street, 
Ancorage, Alaska. 99501 

Dear sir: 

---

This has to do 1:ri th the proposed classificati on 
of the Se:nidi National 'dildlife Refuge-Alaska 
as Wilderness Area. This I definitely am in 
favour of. 

\'lhile not intimately familiar ivi th the area I have 
read detailed descriptions of its t o~ocraphy, loca
tion, limited accessibllity a..nd it's importc:..nce a s 
a bird senctuary, including the bc;.ld ea5le. I can 
appre ciate the ~ ouble classifi ca.tion of ·dildl ife 
Refuge and ':iild erness 1-:ill increa.s e protection of 
the area 1 s future in t [li s day and a s e i·rhere 
commercial exploitation may appear from meny 
unanticip ated directions. The area i s invaluable 
for the pur'!')oses nO't! intended for 1 t. 

/,.- · 

Sincerely . . · '~~/:7"" 
• - J .. · .: ,_-_ ,; · .~ - -· • - ~·~:~ .:. - -.- ~ - ... --- ...,.! _ __,."' 
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March 1, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sira 

... . ::.. 

1973 

I support the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife proposal 
to include all of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in the 

41Jational Wilderness Preservation System. 

Sincerely, 

Richard P. Cordone 
( .; ·. ·: . ~. ~- • \- . -: ·._ JL ·. '-..~ ;,__:__ . 

.II __ ; 

·>-- .... 

'· . 
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f<ECEIVE •J 

OHice :;f •>.e A.r~a Oircctor 

Ancbcrage, Alcslco 

1hl' fpfftr /' fo ~taCt' K"notvn.. IJ11 frJ'/f,;;/L /n -h.tv()r vf' 

/nclvdt'fi!J all rJ( I-ke Jfm/d/ /Yal-'/dllal Jtliid!r'ff !ftNSP /JL rltt' 
N/,t~t-(ltUJ( lf'J' I ckrfte'5 ~ Pr1 StYJ.'I<_ fiPIL 511 fem~ f/la~l! !IIIICP ltt/J /ellor 
rJ (Jitf ~F li<e Yft~r'd Q{ fhe pu61/c, Aettr-/'!3 lt1ld ~Yl Ftlrvpr'J ,JtPJ 

It( { 3 / f1 1/-;t (.. ~0 y tl fJ ~I 

e ll- ~~ Illy tlllde:"Jttllld/Ylj #faf ~) ltttb/t(,l,f f'oy- A. 1/t'ry lr#J'3f> 
f/vlfl6cr- ~ f ~ffttt',-tiJ 1(/tJV/d be pro ervtd, frO fede d till d M J.,llt P d 1'1 

'f/JI/Y ri'Cotnmf/f/d&d lndv1iOn ".f th5 rl'!'vjf' 111 /II<• ;:ddmzN5 ~rshr; 
t1uJ I flll'l rrjron.d/YlJ fo lt!P rtrvt1f tff tltt /t11ci?Jrnf15 J'or;,f.JI-y 
i"rt fv pfoYI-/fl_J yov., rt't 0117/Jttn da loll, 

5/nterely
1 
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CHA-ICLC"5 tJ, C 12~!1t ~e:-N 
fJ!tv Rouw · 
J(hldron, JR '1)Jf'f0 
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FEB 2 b 1973 
Ottice of the Areo Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 
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L..;:ocu of !:pert f i~;1:;ries ar1d VVildiife 
IECElVE;.l 

Ottice of 1he Area Director 

Anchorage, Al~k:J 

Imogen E. Davis 

22 Mohawk Drive 

Easton, Connecticut 06612 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchor~ge, Alaska 99501 

Dear_ Sir: 

414 --
!-larch 13, 1973 

With this letter the undersigned 
would like to request that the SEMIDI NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE and the entire refuge area, 
including submerged lands surrounding this 
island wildlife santuary, be included in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. 

It is of utmost importance to prese·rve 
the habitat of millions of seabirds~ I t is 
of utmost importance to maintain the Refuge 
in it's natural state~ In order to survi ve 
many forms of wildl ife require wilderness. And 
man at this stage in our over-civilized world 
needs open space and wilderness (including it's 
wildlife) for his mental well-being. 

Many concerned citizens from all over the 
nation look to Alaska as one of the last out
posts of wilderness. Please let us maintain it, 
and let us not destroy it. 

Thank you for your kind attention in this 
matter~ 

Si~cerel~ you_:a, A -· ·' / . 
. Ut ~[ u .t C , j_)c" ·"" '> 

(Mr~ Imogen E. Davia 
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l..w.oau of Sport Fisheries and W~ rJ/J. _ _ 
RECEIVE u ·~~2.8-')q1J; 

MAR b 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anc:horaoe, Alaska 
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NEw ExPERIMENTAL CoLLEGE 

a college of Nordenfjord World University _ 1-y 

/- ~~ 
'::1 ' / ,_ / 

4 March 1973 

Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 

(;.;;;ccu of ~port f isheries and W ildl ife 
RECEIVE ... 

u. s. Department of the Interior 
Fish & Wildlife Service 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 USA 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

MAR 8 1973 
Ottice of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

I have read with interest the summary of the Semidi Wild
erness Study. Unable to attend the public bearing in 
February, I hope this letter will be accepted as part of 
the bearing record. 

I recommend that the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be 
included as part of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. My recommendation is primarily based on the im
portance of the island as a nesting end feeding grounds 
of numerous species of birds, most notably the Pacific 
fulmar and the lovely, extremely endangered Peregrine 
falcon. Certainly the peregrine falcon si ~uation ex
emplifies the stringent need for taking prudent care 
of the feeding areas of our wildlife. 

Denmark bas been famous for the storks which nest on the 
rooftops. However, the numbers of these majestic birds 
have also rapidly diminished because of the reclamation 
of marshes, a vital source of food. 

Recognizing that the islands have little potential for 
industrial development and pose no conflict with Alaskan 
Native land selections, I see no reasons why the Semidi 
Islands should not be designated as wilderness land. 
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.t ... unt~ng·con L I N y · ~ 11743 , • • • • ~ 

~ ·t Fisht::.t:!EfsE 8!1& ·Wildlife 

197.~ 
-Dear Director: 

Office of 1he Area Diroctor 
An-:horcg.o, Almb 

813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska,995 

vie write to urge the support of the designatio...l of 
,, 

Semidi National Viildlife Refuge as Wilderness. 

\)-' ·rhere is no othE:r plsce, probably, which has the tl:liqu :-
..... ~ 
~v 
· advantage of being practically undidturbed. Let us seize this chance 

to protect the whole area wi~h every skill net::ded toward this ead. 

It is extremely difficult to inculcate saving anything, as a Nation i"ie 

have wasted and destroyed so much , it is difficult to inculcate ~his 
I 

idea.BU'r I'l' kUST BE DONE. It must be done in order to survive, this 

much is quitE: plain to anyone and we should be grateful to Roosevelt 

for"thinking ahead, in ~ime". Rock ledg8s with seabirds, kittiwakes, 

and peregrine falcons, and nesting birds. 'rhe entire refuge lands 

and subnerged lands and.Hilderness designation would provide, creat~ d by 

admini.strative ac~ion-an executi-.;e order will save this heavenly spot 

as was in~ended from ~he beginning of time itself. 

So we must have s~rong support to save for all tiiJe the 

256,000 acre \,ild Life Refuge in the Gulf of Alaska,lOO Biles Southi'!est 

of Kodiek Island and 40 miles from Alaska peninsula there are also 8, 425 
/ 

encompassing nine ·rocky ._ islands, containing, sheer cliffs raising from 

one to tvvo hundred feet above the sea. Hature has well protected these 

wonderful Islands-let us do ~he same i Viillov,r and arowberry ru"ld shrubs 

and v·1ild flowers s.bou.u.d • .Also ·~he .R.e f'...!.ge is outsidF, major ps troleu.m 

provinces and contains no mineral deposits. A nori;,.al fishing activity 

exsists. It is a great pity that motor boats ever exsisted, these alone 

I deplore. 
" As required by the l~f.::-4: 'iiilderness act, the Fish and 

wild life Service . et al has studie.d tne Semidi National ~{ildlife .Act, 

and recommends that the entir~ arca,including submersed lands surrolli!d
ing theislend wil<ilife sactuar~r, be included ;in the ... Jational -~iilderness 
n~"' .-.o ..... 'ITC>T:; lln SVR~em.ll Sincercl "I ; Laura Denby 
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Laurel, Mt. . /:: . -:; i 
Feb. 20, 1973 

. f lhe Area Director 
othc:e o Alaska . 

nc:hofOge, 

Area Director 

Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife, 

813 D Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

we believe that the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 

in Alaska should be made into a Wilderness area to 

insure a safe H.:.bitat for many species of Seabirds. 

There are fet·r areas ~ now that can be designated as 

Wilderness Areas and those that can be should be 

protected. 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
~ D. Street 
~horage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen; 

March 1 2, 1973 
Randall 1. Drummond 
7004 Kennedy Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46323 

I respectfully request 
record in support of making 
Wildlife Refuge. 

that you enter this letter in the hearing 
the Semidi Islands in Alaska a National 

If~/~ 
Randall L. Drummond 
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MAR b 1973 
ott:·:e of ::-.r, ;. ,,r; ,: '; ::v~ 

r..-, :··c;: : ·:-, . .. . ' 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, AL 99501 

Gentlemen: 

619 Laurel Court 
Marshfield, WI 54449 
March 2, 1973 

Since it is geographically impossible for me to attend your public hearing 
on the proposed Semidi Wilderness Area, I would like to submit this letter 
for the hearing record. 

Because the proposed area teems with millions of black-legged kittiwakes, 
Pacific fulmars, horned puffins, thick-billed munes; lesser numbers of 
the American bald eagle and the endangered peregrine falcon, it would be e ideal to designate this area as a wilderness area. 

The wildlife refuge is also located outside the known major petroleum 
provinces of Alaska, and contains no known mineral deposits. Also, 
wilderness designation would not restrict vessels engaged in fishing 
activities. 

My support is with those conservationists and citizens who are in favor 
of wilderness designation of this remote wildlife refuge. 

Sincerely, 

11(~1.8~ 
Michael L. Dumas 

MLD/bjj 
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BIOLOGICAL TRANSPORT LABORATORY 

S~L OF ENGINEERING AND APPLIED SCIENCE 

ot Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
Lureau • E C E \ V E D 

MAR 2 61973 
. f 1he Area Director 

Ofhce o slra 
~~ncharOOe, Ala 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
SAINT LOUIS, ::\HSSOL'RI 63130 

March 20, 1973 

Since we were unable to attend the public hearing in February, we would 
like to take this opportunity to express our views on the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge. We strongly support the proposal to add the entire Refuge 
(islands and submerged lands) to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
Unlike Executive Order, wilderness designation would assure the preservation 
of the natural qualities of the area and guarantee protection of the habitat 4lt of a significant number of seabirds. 

Please include this statement in the official record of proceedings. 
Thank you for your diligent efforts. 

Sincerely, 

R-,.'-<3-c\ ~, ~~~v~~r, 
Ronald J. Ehmsen 

~ 4y. I< . &'-!:.._ ... ~ 
J~n K. Ehmsen 

.!.-- S). v,:_.t; l':::;; \( i'?_ 1"'\L.KE·-:J 

\"-.;c... v_<::> 11:: K G1'-.:'-~s , h c \>· 2> \I c1 
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FROM THE DESK OF JAN ENDSLEY 

JAN ENDSLEY 

TACOMA, WASHINGTON 98403 . I the Area Director 
Q\hce c --k.a 

Anchorage. Ab 
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ftB 2 6\973 
. A eO Direc.tor 

Q«tce of 1he r ~ 
Jo,nchoroge, Alas 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirt 

Mr. Charles Engelkim: 
P.O. Box 482 
Capitan, N.M. 88316 
Feb. 22, 19?3 

I heartily agree with the recommendation of your agency that the entire 
wildlife re.t'uge, including the islands and submerged lands of the 
Semidi National W1ldlife Refu~e, be included to our Wilderness System. 
To the best of my knowled~e, there are no rich mineral resources, which 
man would want to e:xploi t, and there is the opportunity to provide 
suitable habitat for millions of seabi:rds. I have also been informed 
that the national bird, the American Bald Eagle, and the peregrine 
falcon, an endangered species, are also found on the area, which 
need all the help thay can get from man, and making this area a part of 
the wilderness ~stem would do so. 

I thank you for your time and request that my letter, in support of your 
agency's recommendation that the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be made 
a part of the Wilderness System, be tr.ade a part of the ~blic record. 

Very Truly Yuurs, 
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Office of the Area Director 
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RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
2 College Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

To d~;<.- J./1~/e;p, 
~-(.4-fP·\ l ;::~J..: -u:_• 
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mu~t 1lnibrrsitp Jaarint J.aboratorp 
BEAUFORT, NORTH CAROLINA 

L ....... ou of "p~ t F. h ~ Jr IS, enes and w·1 .. ,; , Z8518 
It E C E I V E "" LC. .. . c 

FEB 2 b 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Din~c tor 
Bureau of Soor.t Fisheries 

and :-1i ldlife 
813 D Street 
Anchora~e, Alas~a 9Q501 

Dear Sir, 

Feb. 23, 1971 

1 have recently been informerl that t~e 
fish a nd \lildlife s ervice have n~com~enrle d 

Semidi i' !ational ~-·i ildlife ~-~efuge as a '7ilder
ness area. Alt~ou~h it is i~possib le for me 
to attend the p ublic hea rin~ , I strong ly sun 
port the desi~nation of Se~idi wildlifP re
fu3e as a wildern~s s areR and desire t~at ~v 
feelin gs beco~e a part of t~e hearin2 record. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~~~, 
Thomas l~ . ris':J.er , Jr . 



COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY • Brookings, South Dakota 57006 

DEPARTMEN,.- OF wp..DLIFE AND FISHERIES SCIENCES 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Aua Cod~ 605, 688-{;121 

February 27, 1973 

l..,,o.~au of Sport Fisheries and Wllcl;: ie 
RECEIVED 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

I am writing in support of the proposed "Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge". These islands would afford excellent and continued protection 
for a varied avian fauna with little upkeep expense. They certainly are 
natural for a wildlife refuge and from what I've read, not of particular 
value for other resource development. 

LDF:mv 

Sincerely, 

Q;,iiu 0 '~flt_flx_ 
Lester D. Flake 
Assistant Professor 
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R. D . 2 , HOCKESSIN , DELAWARE 19707 

1 March 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 

Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

This is to support the designation of 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as a part of 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
This would include the submerged lands surround
ing the island sanctuary. 

Preservation of such sites for the breeding 
and survival of endangered species is of prime 
importan&for the future. As an interested con
servationist and private citizen, I support this 
proposal. Please include this letter as a part 
of the r e cord of the hearing he ld Feb. 20,1973. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

NGF:bf 



Lu ;oau of $port Fisheries and Wild;; · 
lECEIVE""' 

e FEB 2 b 1973 
Ottice of the Area Director 

N~chorage, Alaska 
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MISS Jo ELLEN GARDNER 

14634 LARK STREET 

SAN LEANDRO, CALIFORNIA 94578 

~ ~!f7t 
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~ea Qitmoti"e, Pnc. 
CHARTER AND C ONTRACT FLYIN G 

CERTIFIED AIRCRAFT AND RADIO 
R E PAIR STATION 

P. 0 . BOX 8-003 • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 88!102 

TELEPHONE 277·0522 . • " ·f 
l.,..,,..,"-_, V1 ~.,-~-:T • l~. t ... rle~ 1,...o1U ~\ ,I~H e 

RECEIVE""' 

Ottice ct t:·,e Area Director 
An~orc:oe, Alc~ka 

February 28 , 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

In reference to the proposed Sernidi Wilderness Area in Alaska. 
· I missed the public hearing February 20th because I knew nothing 
about it until I received a folder mailed to me from the lower 
states. 

These islands are already a National Wildlife Refuge. They are 
uninhabited and inaccessible and not likely to be inhabited in 
our lifetime as sea and weather conditions prohibit the landing 
of even a boat except at exceptional times of good weather . These 
islands are as wilderness as it is possible to be now. As a 
Wildlife Re;uge, the birds are adequately protected. 

~Jhy should our government spend taxpayers dollars creating some
thing that is not necessary. It would again involve protection 
costs that are not necessary. Forget it and leave it alone. \'ie 
have more important things to spend our money on. 

I f the conservationists want to feel that they have done something 
even though they never see it, why not make a Wilderness Area out 
of the moon. The effect would be the same as far as I am concerned. 

Sincerely, 

WIG:ab 

:;:f£1!:1! ~/., ___ 
/ Ward I. Gay / 

_/ ( 
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Othce cf li~e Area Diro...-tor 
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Dire''or Ottice c! t i">e Area ~· 
Anchoraga, Atc;;\<.o 

HARRY GOLDMAN 

41 MOHICAN STREET I GLENS FALLS, NEW YORK IZ801 I (518) 79Z-1003 

Karch 3 • 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage 
Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs 

I wish to express my support of the proposal designating the Semidi 

National Wildlife Refuge as Wilderness. The entire wildlife refuge is eminently 

qualified for addition to the Wilderness System. Many forms of wildlife in that 

environment require a wilderness condition. Seabirds • black-legged kittiwakes • 

Pacific fulmars • horned puffins, and murres are the dominant species seen on the 

rock ledges and feeding off-shore. The American bald eagle and the endangered , 

peregrine falcon can be found on the refuge. The surrounding waters. rich in 

marine life. provide food necessary to sustain such a massive concentration of 

wildlife. 

I urge that the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife strongly 

support the proposal for bringing this area into the wilderness system. There 

are no alternatives in this matter. The retuge must be given the protection o~ 

the wilderness act. 

Sincerely yours. 

\ \ ( 
\ \ ....... \.\A...\ ·. 1... -1....~~ ._ - --- ..... 

\ 
Harry Goldman 
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ltECEIVEu 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska ..-7'~~/9~ . . 
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FEB 2 b 1973 
Qttice olthe Area Director 

Anrhorage, ,Ajask.a 

Area Director 

---- -- - --- - - --

820 Glacier Ave., Apt. # A 
Juneau, Al~~k~ 99801 
Febru~ry 21, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fi~herie~ ~nd Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchor~~e, Alaeka 99501 

Dee.r Sir: 

Since I wa8 unabl8 to attend the hearing~ on the Semidi 
Wilderne~8 proposal I would like the following comment~ 
made a part of th8 record. 

I ~upport wilderne~~ statua for the Semidi Nation~l 
Wildlife Refuf,e. I belisve that an area ~~ rich in p ela ~ic 
bird life and in having !everal pairs of the endangered 
peregrine falcon ~~ r,;ell a~ other birds and marine mammal~ 

·ce·rt~in-ly ~hould be set 2.! ide for future generation~. Many 
~pecie~ of wildlife cannot exi~t without wilderne~~ and in 
this age of rapidly increa sing h~~an population ~nd rapid lo~s 
of wild land!it i~ extremely inportant that ~uch irreplncenble 
ara~s ~ -~ the Semidi !~land!'! be ~et a~ide a~ wilderne~~ before · - 
they are lost forever to future generations. 

.. .--

Sincerely, 

Phillip L. Gray 
820 Glacier Ave., Apt. #A 
June~u, Alaska 99801 
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P. 0. BOX 1565 

433 W. FRA.:\"CIS 

.'\~PE~. COLORADO 3161 I 

!J wiAh. :W add m!lleibvt i.n.. /l.eCJJmm~ 

wi..l.d.€/Ut€44 cl.<v.Mi{J..C'fdi_on /o/l. the Semi.di.. 
Wi..ld.€/Ut€44. Jt would 40und thai ail J h.a.ve 

/Lead a6oui:. the a/tea i..ndi..crd.e-1 that U c;,uali/J..€4 

/o/l. i.n..cl..uM_on i.n.. the A'ati.onal ti/J..l.d €/Ut€44 ?/l.e-

4Mvai:.J..on Sf!Ai.em. J theA.efo/l.e warti. i:.o -dneah. 

otd. i.n.. 4Un.no/l.i:. of NMhanA i:.eAti-/!1~ rd. the 

public h.e~ .in //;avo/1. of wJ..ideA.ne-d-d ci.M-d

/i..ca:lion o/l. de~ai:.J..on of :fh.u /l.emo:fe u~.Jd-

11../e A.e/uge. 

RECEIVE.:.. 

MAR CJ 1973 
Ottice of t~e Area Sir.:ctor 

An~horqe, A!c>~-::4 



i.. w, ;;au of ~pert Fisheries and Wile;;;,. 
- JtfCEJVEI) -

MAR o 1973 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS · LAWRENCE, KANSAS 66044 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 

February 23, 1973 

FEB 2 7 /.'17) ... . ) 

O tfice c' ' " ·' 1 
• • • e .. -,r~o (': .. ...,,.."" 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Some familiarity with the fauna as represented 
b;y specimens in Museums from the Semidi Islands 
leads me to support enthusiastically the proposal 
to include these islands in the National Wilderness 
Preservation S,ystem. 

ERH:ekl 

Very trul;y ;yours, 

E • . RaYmond Hall 
Professor of Systematics 
and Ecology (Emeritus) 

And:orcge, Alc:ko-~ . or 
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., . . Mr. & Mr•. Da..-ii W. Har!il 
RECEI V-E ·~ ' ··'~ . 6662 JackleD Drive 

Geriea Vi. Wat1e11. 
Ala1ka Area Directer 

Fcq r;. '? , _ ...... 
· • · - · - 1 r--: ;.· 

B•rea• ef Spert Fi1herie1 & W1lil1fe 
813 D Street 
Aachera~e, Ala1ka 99501 

Dear Mr. Wataea, 

Saa Die~e, CA 92119 

·. i -.... I 

,_: >-. •.::.:::,;, I 

We heartily ••~pert the ferwat1en ef the prepeaei Sea1i1 Ialan4a Na
tienal Wildlife Ret'ut!:;e in the Gulf ef Alalka. Thil unique area m evli 
ie be kept undevelepea, ana with ita habitat QftGha~gei. 

Y•\CC'• 

Da..-14 
Maren 



.e .... 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs: 

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND 

KINGSTON, R.I. 02881 

Coll~ge of Arts a{ld Sciences • Department of Botany 

February 22, 1973 

l.u;oou of ~port Fisheries and Wildli7e 

JltECEIVE'"" 

FEB 2 b 187.~ 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

I urge you to support the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as 
wilderness. The submerged lands as well as the islands need pro
tection to assure the domain necessary for maintaining endangered 
species of pelagic birds. 

~Y yo~rs,4. ~· 
Marily~in 
Assistant Professor of Botany 

NNH :spr 
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MAR 13 19/3 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sports 
and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir, 

Fisheries 

I am refering to the public hearing soon to be held 

on the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. It is my belief 

that making this ecologically important area into a Vlild

derness Area would positively effect man and his need 

for a closer relationship with nature. 

Being a student at The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, 

and interested in ornithology and conservation, I ask 

that this letter be put in the hearing records. I further 

wish for conformation of reciept records. Thankyou. 

Rick Hemb 
\'/SU-Oskosh 
Scott Hall- rm 559 
Oshkosh, Wi. 54901 

Rick Hemb 



WILLIAM R. HERMAN 

2336 HARROW ROAD 

UPPER ST. CLAIR, PA. 15241 

-'-'•<.IOU Of$ 
Port Fisheries and WiiCJ, ., · 

RECEIVED 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaslca 

Area D1.rcctor 
Blu'e~u of Snort Fisheries and Hildlife 
813 D Street 
Ancbornr:;e, Alas1cR, 9S'501 

De~r Sir, 

February 28, 1973. 

Altllou2:~1 I bcve no on-tbe-S!'ot fa::---tiliari t:r 1-ritl1 
.L'n s . '. .. . . 1 ... , "1' ~ ..., n • ~ 1 , "' e c·• ··l c: 1 •. a-c2on2 .l2._o J.J:. e "'e:i:. u.se J.n ~· <:; s.:~a, nevcr-
thele :..~ :~ I believe tl1at t l1is rcfu-:e sl: ould be dedc
nated ns Hilde!'nes::: a~d be included in the I;ctional 
~Tildcrncos Preservation S·r::te:-·~ • .. 

P:l.c:Jsc cr:d r:y op:L.··d.on to tbe hecring record of 
Febru·wy 20, 1973. 

Tl1 cn.'l: vou. 
" 

Sincerely, 

(_,./ 

~;(~~(~?U<;~, 



r 
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MAR 5 1973 
Office of the 
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DAILY AND SUNDAY PORTLAND. OREGON 97201 

Area Director 

March 22, 19-:lt <iluof~ r· · 
~port t::otcr'e:; and Wildlif 

RECfJ\'fl) s 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D st. 
Ancorage, Alaska 99501 Otkeo d t!1" Ar" ~ o· ·· '·'• rrcctor 

Ancho re:qo. A f~: .;lq 

Dear Sir: 

I have just learned of the proposal to include the Semidi Islands 
as a wildlife refuge. I believe this is a wise thing to do. I visited 
the group last August and have never forgotten their wild striking 
beauty and splendid isolation (except for some Soviet traw4ers 
probably fishing illegally). It would be a crime to desecrate these 
islands with development of any kind. 

I would appreciate it if 
you have on the Semidis, 
the last issue of Alaska 

Sin.cereAy! _., 
{&t-v1 /1-;.Jl~-r 

Don Holm 

Wildlife Editor 

you could send me any reports or literature 
as well as a copy of the map as used in 
Magazine, for possible use here. 0\ll \ \ l/ .-

1 j.C- \ ' , ~... • - '/' 





_ j__) 1 { ( ~v~ 
1 

(G(: -i··~~~'--
. 1 ·-·-·t . . . . 1\ 'l l 7 ( 1 7 _ ..... ~- ,J u ..... ,.., ...• ·- . • .. .... .. - V G'-Y"'"' (_ ..,.. 

RECEI /.... 1 _ _) 

MAR 1 ;::; ·-:,::: 



FEB 2 b 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, AlaskQ 

Gordon ·:r. ·7atson 
Alaska Director 

/ 

ll~ 

U. S. Dep't Interior, Fish~ Wildlife Service 
813 D .Bt. 
Anchoraee, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

In reference to t h e Semidi ~ilderness 
Pro!Josal, I am com::_:)l etely in favor of it. These 
Setnidi Islands sound pretty bl eak but the birds 
an\ mamm:=tls ap:rreci e, te them so they should be 
formally left isolated . 

Please include ~y s tat ement i n the official 
record. 

Feb. ?.?, 1973 

Sincerely, . 1 , /_ 1 r' r} 
7 ha> ~;;· 2 '- t)J t0-: ,~£! 

r.:ar r:;erJ ;~ T-J: orsfall 
1037 Oxford :rJ!'. 
Placentia, Ca. 92670 



.Area Director 

Diane D. Houchin 
4045 Stockdale Highway 
Bakersfield, California 

93309 

March 20. ~973 

Bureau of Sport Fishing and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

To Whom It May Concern: 

\ 
' ----1 I 

I I I I 
i--J ( 

I 

Alaska State is an area where nature has her step to testing 

. . wildlife so it should be preserved and observed very carefully. 

Of course birds of all kinds are natures quickest way to inform. 

Any land that is a sanctuary for wildlife and a habit at for 

birds is sincerely supported by me in any way that is necessary. 

Sincerely yours, 

Diane D. Houchin 

DDfVss 



r 



-
M€N:Z,.. ~HOWLAND 

89 MARSHALL RIDGE ROAD 

NEW CANAAN. CONN. 06840 

A~- ~'\A C-~ 

~Vi"-~ r-j- ~~'U ~T -1:.-~LL~ ~L ~l~LcL ftJ-'-
8' I 3 fJ S~l:~0~t 

C't 1-~ L--'1.-t:L:) t__r {t [b-,').-k-cc-



here help build a that interested persons everyw 
Alaska .conservationists are asking 1 ification of this important wi~dl~fe area. 

record of strong support for wi~de~~·:ech:1~ in Anchorage on Fetiruary . 20. Letters~ 
A public hearing on the proios~ d~ in the hearing record. £~ :2-~ 
ceived by March 23 ~ill be nc u "'-o," ~ 

Public Hearing "' '-.C~ 
.,.. ~ I r~-

(' ~~~"rt. ,... .... , "• ..... • § · · ;· ·;'·..:.:.~-~~'C'h:@·\Vrnas· • .. P.i:ecipi tation occurs 
rejilar<y and exceeds 50 inches annual1y. ·The mean annual temperature is about 40' F . , 
•i..,Summers-sbOrt and cool, and winters long, cold and stormy. The islands are seldom visited. 

The wildlife refuge is located outside the known major petroleum provinces of Alaska and contains no known mineral deposits. 

The Agency's Wilderness Proposal 
I The Fish snd Wildlife Service rightfully con
cludes that all of the Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge is still in a natural state and qualifies for 
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. While commercial fishing with motor-powered ~ 
boats is an established and necessary"?use of marine 

~aters in the wildlife refuge, the sea is not tech
ically within the refuge (only the submerged lands 
re reserved) and cannot be d~signated as wilderness. 

thus, wilderness designation would not ~trict ~~ ~ 
ressels engaged in fishing activities __ -~ ~ V 

. j~1 L ~ • (\:)~ 8Mrs. B:;yd Hunt -r-r• 
/\ - "\ \- 20 Calle Encanto 

\ ~ ' Tucson, Ariz. 85716 
HE WILDERNESS SOCIETY 

hur.rosper~ ~r~~i9en.t _ 
• 729 Fl FTEENTH STREET, N. W. • WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 

Stewart M. Brandborg, Executh ~ Director 

··: 



t. ....... .:.u of !::port Fisheries and Wild;:.
KECEIVE ... 

Ottic:e of the Area Direc;tor 
Allchorage, Alcslca 

. 
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KENNETH H. HUSMANN 

P . 0. BOX 37 

BROOKINGS, S. OAK. 57006 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir, 

-- --- ~· - - · - Februarv.-26, 1973 
.-ECtl '/ ~ • 

t,, i •• :.~ >: -' " .... 
~ '·'"' /I 

Oti:cc L: ::-c .t-r9c :::: : ro:~o; 
A.n:;:or~Je, ..=.. ~ ..:.~:~o 

This letter is v~itten to express my strong support of your proposal to designate the 

entire Sernicli National ':TildJ.ife Refuge (islands and subnerged lands) as 1>."ilderness. 

This designation \fill give leg1.l protectio~ to -:he great colonies of pelagic birds !'lO•tr 

using the refuge and assure the ~f¢i~ preserv~tion of the areas ~atural qualities. 

Since ·tTilden.ess designation Hill not restrict commercial fishing ar..:i since t here are 

no knm·m petroleum or mineral deposits in the area I can see no obj ect ion to ~nlderness 

designation. 

S.rely, 
.. .,~.: - .I 1 / ..... 

-~[..;._..,_.._..,_.-'::. __ -(_/.' . '-c c..--¢....,-v"--t:'<_ ~~ 

Kenneth E. Eusmann 

P. S. Please include this letter in the record. Thank you • 

. ) 



.Area Jirector 

L... ............. ,J (.): ' ' . . • k ~~ -' ' ·: ' -~ '.c ·, '':J<:J W./~i:fe 
CEIVE .... 

FE· ~ 2 i Ft77 

Jv.reau of iili •ort iis 1eri ee an« '' il&li fe 
n• J. itreet 
~e~ora~e, Alaska !'501 

1ear iir: 

As a coAeervati1aist I a!:! intereet irl worl~ wicl.e ._-ero,r8.:'1S 
to e;:t"ve the wil.;.erness aL recre':lt io.Il.al a:re :. e of t!lis •,:on. (,rful 
w•rll. of eure. 

I w:l·~lt like til :!l~e incl ·~~.eG. i :-, t~e -... ilG.erness area 
systcn1 the e:t!tire tire~ Qf isl~"n"s .:: Rt.. su·ernerr.;ei lan,: a 'ae incluO.et 
of the se~itic Mnti >nal ~ililif~ ~efu: e. If we ~o not inclu~e 
it tbere is always ~he ~~n~Pr of s~ne eiict )ei~' ~iven tg 'eetroy 
what h a n:J.<:. ur-"'1 h ,"- rita.~e. 

A.laska is a faverite ha-iJJ.t of oiAe a~.,;_ I wr.1.lii. h:1te te 
see any ctf its i~ :mty, ru.~ :c:li.ness ;·r... •o~il,'•" rnee:3 (•_eetroyei ·~y uot 
incluC:in::. it in an ~lre :.liv e:xistin~ ·olan. This w ·)uli te a terri-..,le 
t~erlci vJitjmt tne -natu: e.l liie t~1at P.ttr.:~tts Si:> naJJ.Y lovers of 
wileier!less a!l.~- Thoreau foll~h:ers. Into eac 1 life we J"aust -lrin~ 

a 'iit ef the wila, the " wille~ne:!!'!11 a:! 'l'_:ore•m calleu it •••• 
we W'ILL it to O'J.l" c _l ilire::. ~ill .~ all t;.,. fut".l.re ~cner, ,ti rms $y ';eiR~ 

attentiTe to w~at nay e ~!'!ily be lodt if it i!'! nryt inclu~ei in the 
'•fil.icrness arc ,l. In ::J.,') \vf(r wo·:l&i it c<>::.:lict \~ith :t"iehin~. 

I b.o .•e e.rwu.-:b. wil.'..t'I·nese a:·e[:S will le S.?Yea ·ay a to ' l.ch 
of the :aen of :aea like :rou, w·LO h<>.TC the ,o "r t1 ~o so. 

40! Len~ trove ~oat 

Lon, ~rove, Illinois, ~00-4:7 



. n·' Wi\:.i , ;e 
f c ort risnenes 0 

v 
c ··r.cu c ~P V " D 
·'" ' "-EC~l'"' 

f 
L Areo Director 

Ql\i::e c '"e >l!.a 
hJcnoroQG. PJa 

PETITION ' -, 
! / c . ' ; -
~ ~~ ,j 

We the undersigned persons strongly support,urge and 

petition the designation of the "SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE" 

of ALASKA as a WILDERNESS to be included in the National Wilderness 

Preservation System of the United States. We ~lso feel that it is 

equally important that the outlying submerged lands as well as the 

Islands themselves be inculded in the system in order to mainta i n 

the Ecological balance now responsible for the amount of food 

necessary to support the millions of birds and wildlife that nest 

there. Wilderness designation would provide legal protection for 

this wildlife sanctuary assuring the preservation of its natural 

qualities for future generations. 

NAME ADDRESS 

• < • • • ·) - '-_: 

/ 

/( /I / I I ( ( . 
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Gordon W. Hatson, Alaska Area Director, 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & vlildlife 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 

99501 

Dear Mr. Watson; 

Harch 17, 1973 

I support the proposal of the BSF\l to designate the Semidi National Hildlife 
Refuge as a \-lilderness in the National vJilderness Preservation System. 

Sincerely, ~ 
A,..,-"' 7 ..-\ I .• 

. • 1./._ t I{ ( Yt~j" -"LP ·" ,_ .... , __ / . ~'- ""\ , / . . '· 
Gerald A. Jaytre · 
1568 Lola St. 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

83401 



Lv . .. C:/ of !port Fisheries and WiJO' ·r 
l UtE; 

RfCfiV£v 

MAR o 1973 
Office of ths Area Director 

Anchorage, Alasi:Q 
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.Area Director 

_.,,UCJU of Sport Fisheries and w·r ·· -
It E c E I v E 0 I c.o .. c 

MAR o 1973 
Office of the Areo Director 

Anchorage, Ala~ko 

~J..Teau of Sport Fisheries £: ''iildl ife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
March 2, 1973 

The Public Rearing on t:re Semidi ~.-lilderness in Alaska has been 
brour,ht to my attention. 1:ihile I was unable to attend in person-
there are limits, including the-fact I diQ not receive this notice 
until after the Public Hearing--! understand that letters received 
by ~!arch 23 will be included in the hearing record. Herewith is 
my letter. 

The 256,000-acre wildlife refuge, enco~asslng both land and 
submerged lends on the 9 rock~r islands of Semidi, sound like a glorious 
wilderness area for millions of birds during the migratory, courting, 
and nesting period. Setting aside these islands as a wildlife re f uge 
will not interfere w:..th any travel or tourist trade, as the islands 
are seldom thus visited.; neither \•rill it interfere wi~h whatever com
mercial fishing operat es beyond the submerged lends area. ~-.'hat are 
we waiting for? Inst&nt approval should be imminent. 

'1/hether I ever go to Alaska or not, or to the Semidi Islands 
in particular, the description of millions of seabirds crowding the 
island roc~s, thousanis circlinF and crying overhead, t he plentiful 
fish and food supply from the surrounding w~ters sends a chill down 
~ spine and a thrill to my he~t. If Alas~a is the last large 
wilderness area remaining in tr. e United States, surely this section 
deserves to be saved, too. Count on me for one vote in favor of 
the Semidi Islc..nds as a nationcl. \>'ildlife refuge. 

Sincerely ~ sloha, 
,· .- -·.:r .. ~· -.~' ., 

,t'.;..<./-{:.u{ T:.. ~-• • , ~ - ,~ 
• 7 I , . /-::-t~/ ~ -~"~ - \ 

C C t n• "Dett•r T To~-~On '''-~ Tr - "1 \ " • - • - rl ~ • ., ...... ~ ~ \ , ... • ...:; • .l •~ I 

Wilderness Society; 376 Kaiolu Street, ~305 
Ken Sleight, ;:restern Honolulu, Eo.waii 96815 

River Guides Assoc. 

.. 



--

United States Department of Interior 
Bureau of Sport l''isneries and ~. ilcll ife 
813 D Street · 
Anchorace, ~l~ska 99501 

February 19, 1973 

;;:; jf_) 

-~ 

Re: Semidi National liildl ife Rer'u[;e 

Gentlemen: 

This is t0 support your recomnemdation th&.t the c aptioned ~;ildlife 
refuge area, incluC..i.l1:::; sub~.1erged. l 2.ncls, oe incluiecl in the National 
i; ilclerness PresC'rvat ion System. 

The islands ac.rnirably Se.tisfy t he '· ilderness Act's ciefinition of 
rr:.:ilderness" as \·rell aB the spirit of that act. 

liature is not al~·ays 2. ,:;ood. guiC:.e for t'ne mc.nipulation of the forces 
that affect tho ~.:-ily life of :712.:1; out und.isturbcd. r;o.ture knm:s oest-
far better t :.1a.n orC:in ory tur:1o.n intellL;encc - h0u t0 r:~al.\:e r:wn a::are 'Jf 
the cos7!os. It is t~" :::..t a~:e.reness of t'le universe co:1siC.ereC. o.s an or·:lerly 
syste11 ·.-:~: ich ;-:e sc. ba·::_ly nee-i toC:.ay. Se:niC:.i in its o•-m small ;·;ay helps 
by re::Jaining in its Hild, natur2.l st a te - forever. 

I ~ould. o.~,reciate th~t this sto.te:nent be 
of the ~e~ring of tie proposcC. wilclerneBs 

_.J, ........ J c· '"' ~ - : ~ :--
t< c: C i: i V E 

- - -i "' 

includ ed in the off icial 
cl sssifuc~·bon of t' 

I 
:.:>:iincerely, 

~ 

C t;i :.. r ._: 1. · .~ .- . ·<J ~:>rc:~cr 

A.r. :~ . ...,r~ ·:-· . . .. · . ~ .:..:.1 
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Office of tl;e Area Circctor 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alas .r,a 9~501 

Kakela 
Star Route l 
Steamboat, Colorado 80477 

RE: Semidi National Wildlife Refuge hearing. 
Please in81ude in hearing recora. 

Dear Sir: 

I have become very concerned about the status of the 
Semidi Naticnal Wildlife Refuge and urge that it be 
included in thA Naticnal Wilderness Preservation Sys- · 
tem. I am a veteran bird-watcher and have a great 
interest in providing wilderness conditions f~r bires 
and otner wildlife and plantlite. 

I am also a mother and hope that my child will ·i have 
occasion in her life to see peregrine falcons, bald 
eagles, and horned puffins. Please save some for her. 

Very truly yours, 
,.. 

. ' \ ) : ~ . /"" 

' ... \ " ·""' .... "~' ,.., .. • • \.. '.I-. 1 , ............. '"""-

Lin a a fv.i • Kake 1a 



L ~.c.::;; c i ~ ~~rr ,·;:,;:ries o ne. Wddiiie 
RECEIVEIJ 

Office of the Area Diroctor 
Anchorcge, Alaska 

.Area Directol· , BSFTV 
Anchorage, Alaska 

near sir, 

?-.!arch 16, 1973 

I am writing to express ny support for the BSF''! proposal to in
clude the semidi Eational nrildlife Refut;e in the National '""ilderness 
preservation systen. I hope that current ~ctions such as this one 
will set a precedent for further preservation of Anerica 's remaininG 
unspoiled lands. conservationists are going to need the help of 
BSF'/l people who are genuinely interested ·.in v'lilderness preservation 
in the fight to preserve other areas already being eyed by lwnber, 
minine, and real estate conce~ns. Keep up the good worl-:; and thanks. 

sincerely, 

peter I. Kall.:: 

P.S. please include this letter in the he aring record. 



MRS. ALBERT KAPPEL 

AIRMAIL 

MAR b 1973 
OfficfJ ...:f • :~,J r\r-;0 :·:~:: ~or 

A1:br::-;: . . · • . · .. 1 

Area. Director 

OENOKE RIDGE NEW CANAAN, CONNECTICUT 

March 1, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries ,.,nd Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchor.?.ge, Alaska, 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I strongly support the Fish .and Wildlife Services proposal, . 
which seeks to obb.in Wilderness classification for the 
entire are~ of the Semidi Nationa l ~/ildlife Ref uge in Alaska. 
including the surrounding submerged lands. 

· 'I think it is of major import:=:.nce that this Refuge be included 
in the National Wilderness Preservat ion System, in orJer to 
preserve this vital s eabird habitat. 

.-. 
S~ncyrely, . , 1 ~ 

Vtc4c··u~.\.. ·~ · p+c.-.~ 
(Mrs.) Albert Kappel 

AK:fkm 



RICHARD C. KATTELMANN 
4817 PROCTOR AVENUE 

Oakland, California 94618 

Bureau of Sport Fishers and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Gentlemen : 
I support the BSFW wilderness proposal for the Sem.idi 

National Wildlife Refuge. I hope that much of the surrounding 
water will be included in the area. Thank you. 

Ver.y truly yours, 



. Lvoo)QU of c:-_ Fish 
.. ,..... • erles and Wildlife 

- IECEIVEI.) 

MAR" 1973 
· Office of tile Area Director 
'~Alaska 



. j ~-

1 -
1-·. _. - - -

. L 

e -
I 
I 
! 

I 
I 

I 

...-.• 

) 



fSI A If ~t f. W. Hfll~bb 
WILLIAM SCRIPPS KELLOGG 

Owner and 
Operator of: 

L"·"~ ""'~"' ~ r ..... ¥ • , ~- .. , . ~ ~ ·~ ~\'1 ; ~ ; • .-0 

J]J 
The La Jolla Beach and TenniJ Club 
Th' La Jolla Beach Club Apartments 
Tht Marin' Room Restaurant . 
"S'tt Lodge" Hotel 

Tel,phone 454-;fiJ26C t 120CW Spindrift DritJt • lA Jolltt, California 92037 

Area Director 

Office cf t!le Ar~o Gi:c::~or 
AnchorcJe, A!:::':a 

Bureau of ,9:Jort Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 'D' street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

1:)3ar Sir: 

February 22nd, 1973 

I wish to add·my voice to thousands of others urging you 

to designate Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as a wiiderness area. 

In my opinion it is necessary that we conserve areas of 

this kind, both from the standpoint of scenic beauty and as a habitat 

for millions of sea birds. 

Very sincerely, 

W3\: j e 

c.c. Thurman Trosper 

-· 
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March 16, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaske 

Dear Sir: 

L..; :ccu cr ~~Grt ;-: .: .. : .:-i&s c~:... V\';id;Je 

RECEIVEv 

Otltce cf the Area Girector 

Anchorage:, Alo;l<a 

Fisheries and Wildlife 

99501 

Please include this in the record of the hearing on the Semidi 
Wilderness which was held at the Loussac Library, Ancorage 
Alaska on February 20, 1973. 

These isolated and unique islands and submerged lands should 
definitely be added to the wilderness System in order to legallly 
protect them and assure preservation of their natural qualities. 
I am particularly concerned in the case of this area since they 

.. _are- primar.ily breeding grounds- and it · is es.'3ential to preserve 
them. 

Sincerely, 

~'L~-~i-LC<- ,f £ 1 ~~ 
Barbara P. Kerr 
309 E. 14th Street 
Tempe, Arizona 85281 
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------------- - · - -

Area Director 
~au of Sport Fisheries & Wildiife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

!--~~ ._:-. ~),/ -..J 

Malta, Montana 
February 24, 1973 

i.w , .JOU of Sport Fisheries and WH" '"'
IIIECEIVE..i 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

I would like to commend your department for setting up the recent 
hearing for including the Semidi National 1vildlife Refuge into 
wilderness designation. 

I would like to give my support in setting the area apart net only 
as a refuge , but also as a wilderness area. To my knowledge I un
derstand that the area is a significant breeding are~or millions of 
seabirds. The fact that every island in the area is used by thes e 
types of wildlife is necessity that we further establish a protect
ion for the animals by wilderness designation. Wilderness designa
tion would legally protect the islands against any encroachment. 

As I understand much of the waters surrounding the islands teems 
With rich marine life. These waters should be left open to the use 
of fishermen, but should also be protected for the food they provide 
to nearby wildlife dependent of this food source. 

~ I support your bureau's designation of the wilderness area as it is 
proposed. I would also like to stress that not only the islands re
ceive wilderness designation, but also the submerged lands be protect
ed also. This would further the protection of the area now under an 
Executive Order. 

Yours truly, 



~v . wOU of$ f· 
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FEB 2 b 1973 
Office of the Area o· •rector 

Anchorage, Alaska 
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Mr. Gordon we.tson, Area Director 

Bureau of Spor~ Fisheries 

and wildlife 

813 n ·street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. watson: 

SRA Box 384-B 

Anchorege, Alaska 99507 

February 26, 1973 

/}_'I 
·~ 

Please include this letter in the officinl hearing record on the 

Semidi N~tional Wildlife H<::fuge 'wiilderness proposal. 

. I support the proposal to include the Semidi Yational ~ildlife 

Refuge in the National liilderness Preservation System. I firmly agree 

with the agency proposal to include the entire wildlife refuge, including 

all submerged lands, ih the Wilderness Pres~rvP.tion System. 

Your agency is to be congr~tulPteri for an excellent proposal, 

especially the staff of the .. .-ildern~ss studies section. 

Sincerely, 



l-.;;cc;; ot ::~:::rt t-i:.1:ne~ c;:v:. 'v','.;c;:.fe 
RECEIVED 

MAR 2 11973 
Ofllce of the Area Director 

Anchorage, AloskQ 

'1-!arch 19, 1973 

Area Director 
9ureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D St. 

L/_52 
-~ 

Anchorage, Alaska, 995Cl 

Dear Sirs: 

It seems a Wilderness is the only way to protect a 
Refuge. It could beco~e a bo~hing ran~e or he taken over 
some ~overn!':lent operation which \iould destroy its na ture. 

bv 
J . 

This breedin~ ground se ~ns tc be one c~ the few 
places that no one else wan ts a t this time, so before t ha t 
happens, it should become "for t he 3irds". 

We below in the other states owe cur pelagic birds 
a pl9.ce alone to help the~ stay as nu~erous as possible fo r 
they are facing so::1e bad ti :;es ahead, with oily 1:aters in 
the Pa cific Ocean and possicle disasters on land f or many 
fish, ma~mals, and other birds who breed in t his Northern 
state. 

I do hope t hi s letter is not too late to ~o on t he 
record. Have been away. 

Sincerely, 

;:::,.4"" 41~~ / Jt?W ~) 
2ce N. 27th Ave., Yakima , Wa ., 9E8C2 
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R E ~C ' ' "'1311es Ond Wild/:£~ DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY 
f I V E IJ SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

;~A AR 8 1973 
Offiee of '" A An .. e reo Diroctor 

chorcge, AfcslcQ 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

March 5, 1973 / 

' ~~? 2'// 

We spent a memorable vacation in Alaska this past summer, 
spending a good deal of our time studying and photographing wildlife. 
It was my first return to the area after having spent some time in 
the Aleutians and on Kodiak during World War II. For these reasons 

- I am familiar with types of flora and fauna inhabiting the Semidi 
--· National Wildlife refuge although I have not visited it specifically. 

I was very pleased to hear that the Fish and Wildlife Service 
is recommending that the Semidi ~efuge and its submerged lands be 
included in the National Wilderness Preservation system. I strongly 

.. · .... ·-- support this recommendation. At least by analogy to nearby areas it 
must be ideally suited for preservation as Wilderness. Particularly 
in the view of the increasing pressures in Alaska for comm~rcial 
development and expansion of coastal industry, it is essential to set 
aside logical areas for wildlife protection before monetary considera
tions become overwhelming. 

FNL:njm 

Since rely, 

F.N. LeBaron, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chairman 



Area Director 

505 East North Street 
Knoxville, Illinois 61448 
Febru~ry 27, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I support the desianation of Semidi National Wildlife 

Refuge as wilderness. 

e ------1 . sin0 elr 
~ <1 J__v,~q;; 

(Mise) Janella S. L~ 

•wo QOU of S-rt F· h ,..w IS eries and Wilcl;iic 
flfECEIVEo . 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaslta 
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February 

Area Director, Bureau of 
Fisheries and Fildlife 

313 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

1973 

It is imperative that a wildlife refuge 
be maintained at Semidi National Refuge 
in Alaska. 

Only very short-sighted peo¥le today are 
so interested in the present that they 
cannot visualize a world completely 
altered by business interests and ~11 the 
problems that come from industrialization. 

We MUST maintain spPce, air, ',•:ildlife 
in order to lceep our human race from being 
brutalized. / __.- / 

S · ~rely your.sl, (/ .• " ?.:/ 
. u£i-c-L- 7f,r:t-- } 
!) s. Graydon L. Lons rd )· 

. 311 E. 72nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

:..u, -=.wu of ~P rt F' . 0 IShPfiP<" Cild. I~ ,. , ··. R f c E . -- I V 'v tl ~. ;;( 
I YEw 

FEB 2 b 1973 
Office of the Area 0 . 

I rector 
Anchorage, Alaska 
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llrea Director 
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MAR 1 ° 1873 
Oifice of the Area Director 

· Anchorage, Alaska 
E.arch 12, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \.J'ildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

To whom it may concern: 

L/2/ 

The purpose of tr.is letter is to express our ~;trong support of the 
proposal for includin~ the Scrnidi i iational '.iildlife Refuge t,r:i thin 
the l':ational 'ii"ilderne~;s Preserv·ation System. 

-,·le feel this proposal concerns us, because He plan to make l1laska 
our home in the near future. ~·';.y vrife is a 21 year Alaska re~:ident, 

and I have lived and Harked in l1la.ska for varying periods since 1967. 
Also, I a:n presently doing research in tl:e Ecl·:eil Hi ver Bear Sanctuary 
on the Jilaska peninsula. 'lherefore, i·;e feel qualifieC: to present our 
vievrs on this proposal. 

Even though the Semidi Islands are presently seldom \~sited by man , 
1-1e feel 'Hilderness classification is needed to prot0ct the area and 
its wildlife from exploitation in the future . ~l.aska is beginning 
to feel the pre~. sures of a 8rmd.ng U.S. population in need of natura~ 
resources. Someti:1e in the future J.laskans may feel the pressures 
of a need for space al~;o . 1Uaska nov;, represents a quali t:-r life for 
people Hho feel man must live in harmony Hi th the l a:r2d . Eopefull~r , 

the people of illaska ~-lill realize the ne:ed for preservinG a certain 
amount of their natural re~;ources, both aesU:etic and material , in 
order to preserve a quality life for f uture illaskans and other ilmericans 
fortunate enough to visit Jlh.ska. 

Sinc~rely, /~ i 1 _ ... _ / 

' --~"J,-"vLulw-~-/ r-j1 - ·J) ~,.)._-->---
.'\ ., . . , . 1 ·-, ·- r 
. f"'-1 L~t:.. <..._ . 1\. , './L,!. ~~ l .<..(_ . 

Hi'chael H. Luque ) 
Janice D. Luque 
P.O. Box 575 
Logan. Utah 84321 
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February 27, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

t; E C f I '/ : • 

r • , ;~ { . 
'· 

Off ic.: . . ~ f ~·-: Lr~o ::>r::;::~.:; ;

A~ :". <:r~· :::c-.. : .. _';.; 

Re: For the Hearing Record 2/20/73 Semidi National Wildlife Refuge 
Wilderness Proposal 

Dear Sir: 

It is hoped that the Fish and Wildlife Service wilderness proposal 
to include the entire 256,000 acre Semidi refuge under the protection 
of the National Wilderness Act will be accepted. The millions of 
seabirds using these islands for nesting and the submerged lands 
surrounding them for feeding need all the legal protection availab l e. 
The maintaining of these islands in a wilderness or unde~oped condition 
• essential to their survival. 

~J;r_~ 
Eileen Manderfie~ 
8334 E. Devonshire 
Scottsdale, Az. 85251 



£urcou of ::p~rt F : ~ :~: rie! c~ C: w;:s;; " 
aECEIVEu 

Ottice of the Area DiredOf 
Anchorage, Afcsko 

March 13, 1973 l/D !J-
~ 

Hr. Jordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Hr. Watson: 

I regret that I am ~nable to personally vfsft the Semfdf Islands 
__ at this time. However, I request that ~Y c~ents be duly noted . 

In the hearing record. As a former resident of Alaska and as a 
Wildlife Biologist, I am both concerned and aware of A1aska 1 s future 
and her treasures In wildlife. In Gabrielson and Uncolns book 
11Bfrds of Alaska", this classic work points out that almost half of 
the bird species and races are classed as water birds. Hany of the 
great nesting colonies for these water birds are located on these 
coastal Islands, These Insular habitats are unique and those such as 
Semldl Islands are well worth preserving. I am therefore In favor of 
making the Semfdf Islands a National Wilderness Area and further 
propose that additional similar habitat be considered for added 
wilderness protection. 
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AlaskB P.:re~. Director 
Bureau of S-nort Fisheries and Nildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alas}::a 99501 

Dear ·sir: 

cfo Beres 

'"/r ,.~-.Lt[l !_ , t ! ..:. .. ~~ --
628 Eye Street 
Davis, Ca.lifornia. 95616 
r.Tarch 21, 1973 

?lease include this letter in t!;.e wilderness hearinr' record for 
the S emidi Hationa.l '.'lild.life ~efu~e. Thank you. 

I heartily sun~ort the Bureau's ?!ilderness uro"!'losa.l for the Senidi 
Islands. I feel wilderness clC1.ssific~.tion offers the best nro
tection avail2.'ole to the bird and anima.l life of the isl~nds and 
surro1.mdinr: wa.ters. 

I v:as hanpy to rea.d in the Semidi broch·-1re t~at the A.."!'lerican b3ld 
e2,::::le a."1d t:!'l.e 9erecrine fa.lcon e.re 'Jresent in the refu.r::-e. These 
birds are now r~re in Califo~nia end I have never seen the~. ~enry 
:::lavid 'I'horea.u wrote "I wish to ;mow a.n entire he2.ven and an e!ltire 

. a earth. II ·.'/i th the Se11jdi ::!:sla.."1dS 7ie he.ve t!-l.e cha:'1Ce to nrctect 
Wan unsnoiled ecosystem, 2.1 thou""h sne.ll, sorJ.ethinn: v1hole. They 

should be given this urotection, for nresent and future genera
tions and for the birds! 

Sincerely, 
' 

I: I 
/.J. . ,, • ' ' r ; ._.<.-- i . 

; . ' 
/".' ? 
-"". --. 

_/ 

Amy I.!azza t-1 ~--
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V E t.J '·e 

FEB 2 o tS?) . 
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ICe of the A 
.f.--L rea o· 
.... IIJlOr ''ector 

age,AJ~ 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I~ 
1422- 27th St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

February 22, 1973 

It is my sincere hope that the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge will be maintained as a refuge 
and be included in the preservation program. 

Your organization has my full fledged 
support and backing. 

·.,..., . .: 



·CHASTITY HILL FARM 
COD& 412 .a Tlt..l!f'HONI! 

Wb3·2819 HOUSE 

1583·2910 FAA .. 

Lv;ocu of Sport Fisheries and Wilo;:;c 
JltECEIVEo.o~ . 

FEB 2 b 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area. Director 
Bureau Of Sfort :isheries 
and. Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchordge, AlGSkG. 99501 

ROBERT H. MCCLINTIC 
STAR ROUTI! SOUTH 

LIGONIER, PENNSYLVANIA 
1!56!58 

Febru!: rY 21,1973· 

situated i~ the Gulf Of Alaska.. 

/ 

C. A. ( ART) MANESs "'GA. 

NIGHT PHONE 

!583·7614 

I am wnolehd.'!"<ily in supr:ort of keeping t his £!'CUP of islands 

in the National Wildlife Pres3rva.tior: System there~y assuring the 

preservation of its natural qualities. 

Tnerefore, I ask tnat this letter of support oe entered in the 

he~ring record,as cf this date. 

'· 

R 

Yours Very Trul~" ; 

::2~/Z.. / ;»:4·~-~~ 
/ 

:·lir::; Pouert H. r.~cGlintic. 
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Office of the Area Dirc~!or 
Anchorcge, A!:::~ko 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

752 South Forgeus 
Tucson, Arizona 85719 
February 28, 1973 

I was pleased to read of the recent Bureau c·f Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife's recommendation that the entire Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge, including the islands and the surroundi ng 
submerged lands, be included in the National Wilderness 
Preservation Sy~. tem. I believe that this is an excellent 
proposal and it has my complete support, Wilderness designation 
would not only help to protect the natural values found i n this 
area, but it would also insure the continued existence of this 
important wildlife refuge. 

Please make this letter a part of the official hearing record. 



. f !he Ar'3a Director 
Qtitce o 

A.ncnorage, .. slc.o 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

P. 0. Box 1163 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 
March 9, 1973 

Re: Designation of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, as Wilderness 

Dear Sir: 

I favor the inclusion of the entire Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, 
both islands and submerged lands, in the National Wilderness Preservation System 
as the Bureau of Sport F~sheries and Wildlife Service has planned it, in part 
because as a National Wildlife Fefuge this area can be abolished, but as a wilder
ness it will be protected. 

4itProtection of this area is very important because of the millions of seabirds 
that are supported by Semidi Nat i onal Wildlife Re~Jge, including two endangered 
species--the Bald Eagle and the Peregrine Falcon. 

Please include this letter in the record on the Semidi Wilderness hearing. 

Sincerely, 

.. 
Myra B. McCormick (!l.rs. Fred D.) 
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Area Director 

1410 E Street 
~~chorage, Alaska 99501 
February 24. 1973 

Bureau of Snort Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Semidi Wilderness Proposal 

Dear Sir: 

We would like to inform your agency that we wholeheart
edly support your Se:!:lidi N"r'lra ':Hlderness proposal. ;'{e feel 
that this small collection of. islands probably can serve no 
"higher and better" use tC.an to be designated wilderness 
under the 1964 ~Vilderness Act, to ~rar.t per:::anent protection 
to its abundant bird populatio~s. 

In addition, we vrish to dispel the nyt ·Ll that only the 
"extremist-nreservationist" conservationists fror.J. Outside 
are in favor of "locking up" sisnificant federally-o~·med 
areas in Alaska as per~anent Wilderness. In the first place, 
wilderness is not 11 l)c}:ed up" in the sar:.e sense t hat co:nmer
cial or industrial develop;r.ent "locks up'' land; the wilderness 
may always be used for sane other purpose later, if the national 
need is great enou~h to justify changing the statute which 
protects it. Land once disposed for resource developcent, 
however, has lost both the tan~ible and intangible ele~ents 
of wilderness forever. 

In the second place, we feel certain that t his will 
not be the only letter supporting the wilderness proposal 
which you receive from Alas ka residents. There is a sig
nificant percentage of Alas~ans who feel ttat toEorrow will 
be too late to take steps to sec~Ye for future generations 
the wild Alaska we have for ourselves today. 

We reQuest that this letter ~e included in the official 
transcript of hearing for the Seffiidi Wilderness Proposal. 
Thank you very ~uch; 

~~ 
Thomas E. :.:eacham 
- --tt..rJU!_ (! . '/I~Ltt{ iLc& Jd-<--./ 

'..Jane C. 1·!eacham 
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Raymond M. Miller 
907 Fickleo Rd. 
Phone: 371-9565 
Fredeclcksbuz&, VA 22401 



ROGER H. MILLER 
SIX TWENTY ASH STREET 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 60093 

March 1, 1973 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage I Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

For the public hearing record reference the Semidi 
Wilderness in Alaska I I should like to make the 
following statement: 

The Fish and Wildlife Service rightfully 
·concludes that all of the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge qualifies for inclusion in 
the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. I support the designation of 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as 
wilderness. 

RHM:hw 

MAR o 

.... 

1973 



To be included on tho reco:!.·d of the Setrl.di Uilclcn1cn::; hco.ring. 

Sirs, 
I 1vish, at thia tine, to voice rw support to the proposo.l by the 

Bureo.u of Sport Fisheries :md \'Tildlife to include tr.c Sc1:ri.di !:u tioro.l 

\'/ildlife refu~e in the l'Tn. tional Uildernecs I'rcservo. tion S:rctem. ~lith 

the future of Alo.sl:n so much in question todo.J,~, ue chould o.ll be con-

cerned i'rith insuring the preservation of \'lilderness ureo.s for future , 
generations. 

Not only should the islands be included in the ~y:::tem, but o.lso 

the underuatcr islands should be protected. Thcne provide r;roat 

protection for fi:::h. These o.reas are useful o.::; ho.vens for fish o.nd. 

ldll insure a ~ood fich population. 

Sincerely, 
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4721 CHOCTAW DRIVE, APT. H 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 92115 

3/8/73 

.Area Ii rector 
Bureau cf Jport Fisheries & ~ildlife 
81) t St. 
A~chcra ge, Alesks 90501 

Lear 3i r: 

V4R 1 ') ---
- G t.'-!t :> 

• J 

Otfice ~' 1L .... / oe Ar9o ; .. 
Anchorcge ~ , ..... r;;;;,'or 

, J""\ IC:Zt(Q 

'Ihis is to indi ca t e m:' sup r: ort for your P.ger.cy's 
propo sRl fer C:e sirn !:: tinF t[Je Se~idi :-ational 
',':ilclife Refure ~ s p·.rt. of t he nc. -:..ior.c.l \o.'i l derr;ess 
syst em. 

~avinf once visit ed Al a ska, I Prr int e r~ sted in 
preservinr its •··ild areas · r.c especially the se t ha t 
offer habitat to unusu a l ~i!dlife. I nnte that t he 
Peregrin e fg lcon is 2 ~~~ ~ the bir2s of t ~ e rE fu ~ e. 

Please m9ke ~y supp ort o ~ rt cf t ~ e of f icial recor~ 
cf the feb. 2C h~er i ny cr. t his ~ropo s e l. 

I 

. ·......h:'H A. 



Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

C,&lemen; 

March 10, 1973 
Blaine R. Morris 
5707 Columbia Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46320 

I respectfully request you to enter this letter in the hearing 
record in support of making the Semidi Islands in Alaska a National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Respectfully, 

P~8V~~;~.--· -
Blaine R. Morris 

• .-. ,1 



fiurliliv 1H ~ 
"'~f FF:.~!on 

Area Director 

I E C E I &.s and W '/d'·t \1 ED • ••re 

. MAR 1 .:> 1973 
Otlice of th 

...lA...t. e Area o· 
~"11oll0r0Qe, Al~e<:tor 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 .D. Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

e 
Gentlemen; 

March 10, 1973 
Brian .D • .f.tlorris 
5707 Columbia Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46320 

I respectfully request you to enter this letter in the hearing 
record in support of making the Semidi ·Islands in Alaska a National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Respectfully ~ 

~f) /tf~,h-
Brian D. Morris· 



·-

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D street !.~ . il-":J of ~ ;J :J rt r • >·1:Jrie~ c~~ Wold: ;i~ 

Anchorage, Alaska ltECEIVE;J -

M.A.R 1 ° 1973 
Sirs: OHice ol t:O:c Arec J :rector 

And:orc:;c. A: .-;;.~ 

I am writing to express our support for the 
designation of Semidi .National Wildlife Refuge 
as wilderness. We have visited Alaska and 
enjoyed it very much and believe it is im~ 
perative to preserve as much of the land as 
possible for wilderness, for our generation 
and those to come. 

Kindly make this letter a part of the hearing 
record. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
A ·-~ -

~ -: , :.:_ - '- : (.. .' , - .: ; . .._..._ ' 
Mr. and Mrs. John Morrow 

2227 13th Avenue East 
Seattle, WN. 98102 
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Lu;cc:~ Ol . . · 

Box 602 · 
Soldotna 1 Alaska 
MarCh 7. 1973 

Gordon w. Watson, Director 
Dept Interior 

R f c ~ I 

t\ - . 

Fish & Wildlife Service, BSFW 
813 Do Sto 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

· · .J Wildlife 
;! i; J 

1973 

I vould ask that the Semidi Wilderness proposal as presented 

b7 your Department be included as one of Alaska's wilderness 

areas. 

I ruue it's importance as habitat for numerous birds, sea 

mammals as vell as king crab and halibuto 

Sincerel71 

7J~,)~4f 771~-?dbJ, 
Margaret T. Mullen 
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GEORGE W. MUNFORD 
te:•;:;::;w 

POST OFFICE BOX 405 

GRAYLING, MICHIGAN 49738 

February .25, 1973 

Area Director 

E ... ..;uu OT ;;;;;rt :-L:~ries :...10 W,Jdiifc 
RECE IVE .-

Oftice of t~e Areo Director 
An"IJorcge, Alc~ka 

Bureau of Sports Fi sheries and Wildlife: 

Please recommend wilderness protection 
for Semidi so that scientistsa can seik 
wildlife secrets to benefi t man. Thanks. 

Most sincerely~ 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA- LINCOLN 

&reAl- EDUCATION F"OR MEN 

M. PHYSICAL EDUCATION SLOG. 

I..INCOL.N, NEBRASKA 

Lv . .:..JU of Sport fisheries and Wild:::e 
.. ltECEIVEo.~ 

FEB 2 61973 
Office of lhe Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

68508 

February 21, 1973 

I would like to request that this letter be included 

in the record of the public hearing on the BSFW's proposal 

for the Semidi Wilderness in Alaska. 

I strongly support the Bureau's recommendation that 

the entire Sernidi National,Wildlife Refuge (including the 

submerged lands) be given the protection afforded by the 

National Wilderness Preservation System Act of 1964. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely 

HE UNIVE RSITY OF N EBRASKA-L.INCOL.N THE UNIVERS ITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL. CENTER 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Director: 

a;o 
11117 Welcome Ave. N. 
Champlin, ~innesota 55316 
February 27, 1973 

1973 
Office cf t':c Area ,~ · -cc• 

vu ~or 

An: l,orc ::;e Al.::~.o 

I would like the following to be includ ed in the h e aring 
record on the Semidi Wilderness pro posal hearing held 
February 20, 1973 in Anchorage, Ala s lm. 

I strong ly sup~ort the pro posa l to grcnt permanent protection 
to the Semidi N2tional ~ildlife flefag e by includ ing it 
in the National lt ilderness Preservation Syste~. 

I feel it is definitely in th e lon g tefm best interest 
of the public to have nreas such as this undisturb ed 
seabird habitat n~J surrounding submerged l n nd permanently 
protected by giving it full wildernes s status. Pro posals 
sudh as this represent 1rise lon~-term resource manag ement 
policy, · 

This Refu ~ e certa inly is very ~ ua lified for suc h sta tus 
and I heartily end orse the ~gency proposal. 

Sincerely, 

~ /~~~ 
Darby hlson 



t 
. ~..oort Ftshert 
It E c ,. 1 • Ond Wl'-''l " V f I) rg, te 

MAR 5 1873 
OlfiQ,olfhe 

· .......___ Area Director 
-~~~ 

I . 
I 
l 

i 
J 



-- 1 
... 

I 

e ~ 
f 

I 
i 
' I 
i 
i 
i 
! 

e l 
I 

I. 
. \ 

' _$ 



Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs and Madams: 

Orhce cf the J.. rc;J J ircctor 
Anc:horcge, Alo::ka 

Februar,r 191 1973 

Although very far away and probably not within my chance to 
view,the Sernidi National Wildlife Refuge deserves the status of 
wilderness for future generations. 

I am in support of the Alaskans calling for this area becoming 
a part of the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

Sincerely yours, 
/) " 0 

.; YLJ-p? ?)/~ ~J.Zt. 
P.O.Box 321 . ~ 
Waterbury,Ct. 06702 



STATE UNIVERSITY CoLLEGE 

ONEONTA, NEW YORK 13820 

Biology Department 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs: 

February 27, 1973 

'-·' 
/, E ..... ·~-

C E I \' f 

'· .. 'J 'j 

I wish to support the inclusion of the Semidi Wildlife Refuge in the 
Wilderness System. Having been to Alaska in the summers of 1969 and 1971 
and in the Kodiak Island area, I am familiar with the region and the value 
of giving this area increased protection. 

JGN:ww 

s tr;~;~ ~~~J 
New ,l Chairman 
Department 

. '· 



b.J~cau of !:p~rt Fisheries and Wild::fc 
RfCEIVE t.~ 

MAR 8 1973 
Office of the Area Director 
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Luroau of !:port Fi:n;,ries and V\'ildi:fc 
IECEIVEO 

MAR 1b 1973 
Ottice of the Area Director 

' Ancltoroge, AJ~ 
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Sureou of Z.port Fisheries and Wildlife 
liCEIV~D 

MAR 1 :;; 1973 
- Qitice of the Area Director 

#!thorcljo, Al~ka 

Area Director 

March9, 1973 

~ureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchera:e, Alaska 

Deer Sir: 

--

This is in support ef the proposal .t~e design~tien of Sernidi 
National Wildlife Refu~e for both''the islands ancl. subrnere;ed 
lands and is, pleasei to be made a part of the hearin~s. 

Sincerely, 

fvUb. jt,_, . . - : ·- .-,UHWOOD 
319 Dartmouth Dr., SE 

AI buquerque, N. M. 
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. Anc:horoge, Alaska 

/ 

?/JYJ 

. : ~~~'~m 

I' OJ.OA. ~ ~ 

I . 
I 

I 
I 

. t: OJm, C\ ~ ~ ,'ltt.,'t\~Jt ~1;, 0/YLti.. 
~ G'hl1.J ~~:~1fo, • ~ "'a,,~--~~ 
r · -~ c.JellQ., ~t df ~ .J~ 
01rd .r MrL~ c.£rn.,~tt;n.~~ ~ ~~ 
w<w;gt-r~~~ ._ 
~~ m\Or~~ .h~21 c;/!r am.t/}1\~ ·. 

~-f&t~--~;: _lt~LL ~)r,~ p~~~ . 
~ orr d ff ~OJn~.rf.~iJ\.. '~~\, ctt.Et~ 
r wt..M.-~ t1fJl! ::re-~ ~ 
.b.t:tnlt.J ~ . l . ...&,-.-'1 r I :in !"'l r: (/ "'· _() C: 1"\t'( I"~ A ' -'f;'! ..... ~ 

~ ,.JlJ• V-J ....,_\>.f ... -.~r.....;J.J)"';'-' ,..NT '<ttVII v"'· .. •· r..,.u,l 

·~ . 

Ro . .rr~ ~~m .. 
I tt_.,'-Jt) 4 Cc,! nCi r Jf.. 6 

)1-ae;e/?dtz. 1-k'_fht .5 

c /-f C/17o/rs-



~{' ;1- /;> 'T 
~ ~ - . ' /\1 
t....;:cau of Sport Fishcri~ and Wildlife / tC' ~· · - ' -

RECEIVEiJ /7/-9 
MAR 6 tG7.3 

~ . j . "/ v!:;~ '- r 72· -£~!- ~ 
//~ ' 1-

: ¥I -- ~ ,, ~J-:1 /- ... F ,.. , 

-c'_/ -?'J~''--v L..<> 7 --
r~/"'~ /~ · /J Rv/2£-~ 
~ t/rif~ ~- - ' 

;

Mrs. Gordon Parker 
822 East Caramillo 
Colorado Springs 
Colorado 80907 
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"Y'"'.:Ju of Sport Fisheries and W ilc;,,;c ,.Q ~;/ 
IECEIVEL~ -

MAR 5 1973 J"'~ ~ 9)97 3 
Office of the Areo Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 



Area Director 

February 27, 1973 
~,..,,~Ill St)Ort flrherles ond W"ld', 

I f C ! J V E g I tloe 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Al0$ka 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
831 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sira 

de;; ---

It comes as a distinct surprise that I can enthusiastically support a 
governmental nroposal for the inclusion of land in the National 1iilderness 
Preservation System. Such is the case concerning the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge proposal. 

In my opinion, there are two strong points concerning this proposal. A 
habitat for various types of birdlife, including the bald eagle and the 
perengrine falcon will be protected, and the wildlife refuge can not be 
abolished by a presidential order. 

For these reasons, I enthusiastically urge the accentance of the government 
proposal. 

Si erely, 
j-"7: 
~(f-r'l!~~--'· 

F.A. Patterson 
1862 Hamilton Rd E-15 
Okemos, Hichigan 48864 



Box 1036 Jamestown, North Dakota 58401 -} ~0 
?~ 

Mr . Gordon :t . ··rats on 
Alaska Area Director 

February 27 , 1973 

_, ;;;_ ... t. ,., ...... 

kECclVE .t 

FeB 0 ~~ ·c- ~. 
L ~ u lv f ..J 

~f:ce 4 · ~~ c .- e~ ~ ... -- .:·~r 
t\."l~':OCC:l~ .. At~:.:l 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~·Tildlife 
8l.J :9 Street 
Anchorage , Alaska 99503. 

Dear Mr . ··fats on s 

After reading the 3emidi :'lilderness Proposal, it seems one can 
only wonder , ·rhat is the question? As Aldo Leopold would · 
observe , designating them as wilderness is not making a decision; 
~t is merely ratifying hist~y . ~he S~midi :slands are , prima 
facie , wilderness in the purest formo 

?he evidence supporting such •.•rilC: -J.."ness designation appears so 
overwhelming as to make reiteration here unt:tarra:nted . Therefore , 
we will only state our full support for the Semidi ·:/ilderness · 
Propo~al as prepared by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
~·Tildllfe. 

Asking, as Leopold did , "Is my share in Alaska worthless to 
me because I shall never go there?" we thank you for this 
opportunity to express our views 6n the destiny of our last 
great American wilderness . 

Sincerely , 

~t~ 
Gar/ L. Pearson 
Issues Chairman 
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• t.. ... ~au of Sport Fisheries and Wildi ife 
lt ECEIVEI.) 

MAR 5 1973 
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P"EOOOR U. PITCAIRN 

JENKINTOWN PLAZA 

JENKINTOWN. PENNSYLVANIA 19046 

L .... .:.au of "p rt F· h "' o Js erres and W'ld' ' ' 
It E C E I V E tJ ' t..c 

February 23, 1973 

FEB 2 o 197.i 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and \~ildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

I strongly support the designation of Semidi 

National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness. It is time for 

our nation to take effective steps to protect our 

dwindling natural resources. 

erne 

Sincerely, 
/ 

I ' 

/1--r;/ ~--~ -~ 
/ 

. I / 
'"/'-<! l/ 

/ 
Feodor U. Pitcairn 

11 1 
~ 
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••uuo ot !!port Fish 
~ E C erie, and Wild' ·. 

E I V E iJ ure 

MAR 1 b 1973 

e. Office of the -'.reo o· 
.a -ch "ector 

. - ,.,, oroge, AlCl$kQ 

Mr. Gordon W. Watson 
Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wi1dlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sire 

3942 Hughes Court 
SanDiego, ca. 92115· 
12 March 1973 

-- . . 

The persons listed separately join m= in asking t~"":t our statement be made part of the 
Semidi Islands Wilderness Proposal Hearing. Usually, sane of our group has been to, or 
had area expe~ience of, the proposed wildernesses in the National Wildlife Refuges, very 
Im1Ch including those of Alaska. In this instance, no one has had such experience, but we 
nevertheless wish to go on record as approving this Proposal. 

+-
-~ firrl particularly apt the fith paragraph under "Socio-Econauic Considerations," of the, 
!as usual, well-designed and informative brochure, that states that prese:rvati on of the 
great bird-flocks of the rerote Semidis does add to the social bettennent arrl satisfaction 
of all of us, no matter where we live, and even if, as seems likely, we shall never even 
gl~ the Islarrls. This statarent needs ~ widest circulation, ar.d I hope I can help 
~this "~rd." 

~a~LvJ;;'_ 
Roscoe A. Polarrl \ 

Nam?.s follow 



*•· Harriet M. Anareo., 2520 Majella Real, Vbta, ca. 92083 
Mira. Alfre4 Alexander, 4865 WiDona AYenue, San Di.,o, ca. 92115 
Mr. ~ L. Ander80D 1 8366 ca11e del Cielo, X. Jolla, ca. 92037 
~ Mrs. Robert G. Bear, 841 Cherry Avenue , Beau.:>nt, -;.e.a... :...9222l .::' ::.:·-=---• ...., 
~ Mrs. John S. Bradahaw, 12901 Via Latina Street, Del Mar, ca. 92014 
ME'. Phil Jaen9e, 10039 Terriw way, Sacr-.nto,_ Ca. 95827 
IIi.- Agnes Bebra~aa, 4183 Idaho Street, fA, San Die<JO, ca. 92104 
IU.as Celia BrinJt, 1134 DftOilahire DriYe, Encinitas, ca. 92024 
Mi•• Merrie Barber, Rt. 1, Box 5, Jamul, Ca. 92035 
Mr. and llr's. Nolf9&nCJ H. Bercjer, 725 Granadoa, Solana Beach, ca. 92075 
lira. Betty BarhD, 6868 50th Street, san Di8CJO, ca. 92120 
Mr. Guy S. Bloca, 707 Noeth Syc..ore, Fullerton, Ca. 92631 
Mra. Mary Beerkle, Box 526, Rancho Santa Fe, Ca. 92067 
Mr. and Mra. R. D. Croas, 29619 Pebble Beach Drive, sun City. Ca. 92381 
lira. Irene s. Crouch, 10401 Del Rio Road, Sprinq Valley, Ca. 92077 

.... _, -- .;,· ..,-·1 

.... • 920 

llr. Jeffrey L. Clark, Opt. Physical Chem., College of Medicine, Univ. of ca. at IrYine, ca. 926 
Mr. Thurlow z. Coon, Box 929, La Jolla, ca. 92037 
Miss Elizabeth C..eron, 3530 Crown Point Drive, San Dieqo, Ca. 92109 
Kra. J. L. carey, 2762 Miasion Blvd., San Diego, _ca. 92109 
Ilia• ldith CUrry, 430 Eaat. Lexinqton, tB, El Cajon, Ca. 92020 _ --
Gilbert L. Chamberlain, Jr., M.D., 6e82 :U:.Ond Drive, 5an D.i.,o, Ca. ~lliO ..... ...- -
Jlr. Williaia Denneen, Hancock Colleqe, Santa Maria, Ca. 93454 
Mr. w. G. Duncan, 519 Ridgewood Road, Louisville, ICentucky 40207 
lira. Byron Ed~ds, 847 SOUth Ced&nood, Orange, ca. 92669 
Miaa Virc)inia Elliott, 2870 Cedar Street, 5an Die«JJ, ca • . 92102 -~-;--:.:::_ -=::"'..:..-·:.:_ -;- • 
Dr. Albert E. J. Engel, 688 Solana Circle West, ·SOl.ana Beach, Ca. 92075 
Mr. &Dd Mra. David Pritz, 6591 Boae Lane, San Jose, ca. 95120 
Mr. and Mrs. David Fletcher, 6469 Crystalaire Drive, san DiecJO, Ca. 92120 
'E'IIr • _Md Mrs • Julian Grafa, 5811 Soledad Mt. Road, La . Jolla, Ca·. 92037 
llr~ Gi.Dqer, 4807 san Jacinto Circle, Fallbrook, Ca. 92028 

• Richard !. Goc>c'wwn, 758 tieat Virginia &treet, 5an Bernardino, ca. 92405 -
• Prank J. Gllloon, RFD 1, Box 150, Del Mar, ~. 92014 

Miaa Virginia Gilloon, 4219 Baines Street, san qiego, Ca. 92109 

- -:;, ... ,.. . 

a.&r-Adlliral Felix Gyqax, (USN, ret.) 3200 Sixth Avenue Apartaenta, t3-H, S&n Di8CJO, ca. 92103 
lliaa Lucile R. Grunewald, 2855 Carlabad Blvd., Carleb&d, ca. 92008 . 
Nre. EllenS. Haskell, Box 777, Mecca, Ca. 92254 -
•s. Barry Rt..lblau, Jr., 14206 Mulholland Drive, Loa Angeles, Ca. 90024-
:>r. Robert Hanaon, 5436 Hewlett Drive, san Die90, ca. 92ll5 -..,;--.-
rt..aa R. Howell, ZoolocJY Opt., Univ . of ca. at Los Anqeles, ' Ca. 90024 
tr. an4 Mrs. Steven Hillyard, 2722 Glenwick Place, La Jolla, ca. 92037 
~·· Geor9e Heyneaan, 4261 Randelph Terrace, San Diec,o, ca. 92103 
Usa Lurilla Harris, P.O. Box S947, San Francisco, ca. 94101 
lr. Louie V. Hoeniqer, 5003 Rocbnan Avenue, San DiecJO, Ca. 92120 
lr. and Mra. Philip M. Hoadley, 9Jl w. lnd Avenue, Eecondic!o, Ca. 92025 -- ---···
lr • . and Mrs. Jed Hirota, 4767 Lotus Street, san Diego, Ca. 92107 
Ira. Alice B. Hoakins, 4052 Brant . Street, San Di~, ca. 92103 
Ira. Mary Hermansen, 2110 Crest Drive, Encinitas, ca. 92024 
ra. rail Hrubik, P.O. Box 306, Vista, Ca. 92083 
r. and Mrs. J. G. Hendereon, 4872 Arlington Avenue, RiverBide, ca. 92504 
l'. aDd Mrs. James HUbbell, St&r Boute 1, s.Ilta Yu.bel, ca. 92070 
t. Alfre4 B. Huqhea, 221 Ebony Avenue, lllperial Beach, ca. 92032 
Laa Heidi A. Haid, 1801 BenBOD Avenue, 16, ProsHr, W&shiDg'ton, 993SO 
r. Robert c. Bird, 55ll Yerba Anita Drive, san Dieqo, ca. 92115 
r. AWJ.inqenberg, S444 waverly Avenue, X. Jolla, ca. 92037 
~•· -.riel Knight, 12740 Via Grimaldi, Del Mar, 92014 
r. aD! Mrs. Mark J. JClein, 852 Cordova Street, san Diego, ca. 92107 

~ion C. Kirby, ('l'DIP(l~LT) 37 Earl Street, Cambrid9e,Ebqland 

- --- --
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I and Mr:a. Irwin J. X.l1y, 4867 El Camino Real, carlsbad, Ca. ~92008 
. Ji&.ne bnnedy, P.O. BoX 74, LA Mesa, Ca. 92047 . _ 
. • Mrs. :tAster !Canter, 4221 Isabella street, ·Riverside, ea. 92SO!" .;. ........... ,.. Q ·~-•"'P;-
. and Mrs. Howard C. JCeck, 4979 Lucille Drive, 5an Die(]O , ea. 92ll5 . 

. -.. . - _,. ~ .,....,_ .. ·~..... """"' • - .... ! 

•• Gladye-B. LarHn, 28151 Portaouth l>rive, sun City, ca. 92381 
, Victor J. Lab, Box 522, Del ~~ Ca. 92014 h~ . r !""'.!" .. !ii tl ~ 
. and~·· Eric Lindroth, 2133-c V~a Puerta, ~quna Billa, C.. 92653 • 
, E. W. Larisch, 1298 East Grand Avenue, Escondido, ea. 92025 
: and Mrs. Richard Lee, 204 Biqhland Avenue, 1308, State COlleqe, Pa. 16&81 
, and Mrs. Daniel Leavitt, 4050 COrte8-Way, Sprinft'Valley, Ca. 92077 
1. Wilhelmina Leach, 7450 Olivetaa Avenue, 1317, La Jolla, ca. 92037 
. Frederick M. LAnq, Box 227, south Laguna, ca. 92677 . 
, Roc}er Martin, 7535 Tweed Street, . Lemon Grove, ea. 92045 
, and Mrs. Terry L. Maul, Box 290, Crestline, Ca. 92325 
1. Muriel McFarland, 346 North QaJchurst Drive, Beverly Hills, ca. 90210 
. Joyce MclCinney, 5163 34th Street, san Dieqo, ca. 92ll6 
. John Macadam, 226 Country Club Drive, Wilmington, Del. 19803 
as Victoria Morris, 3048 Jeffereon Street, Carlsbad, Ca. 92008 
•• Diane Mac~, 3630 castle Reaqh Road, Riverside, ca. 92586 ~ .. _, ·~· 

, and Mrs. Robert J. Miller, 4612 Coronado Avenue, san Diego, ea. 92107 
. and Mrs. Bernard McCoy, 3566 Ethan Allen Avenue, San Diego, ca. 92ll7 
,feasor Mary F. De Mourol, 3435 Shawnee Road, san Dieqo, Ca. 92117 
, Williua J. Minarik, · 224 East 3rd Street, IDs AnCJeles, ca. 90013 
, Do\lglas L. McMillan, 38050 Orchard Street, Cherry Valley, ·c:a. 92223 - ... .. ... ~--
, and Mrs. Herbert J. Neleon, 630 North Creecent Stree' san DiecJO, Ca. 92Y3 
1. Esther w. Heebin, Box 102, san Marcos, ca. 92069 

l liua c. Haqy, 3749 Anti- Street, San DiecJOI Ca. 92111 
Mrs. Horace Orr, 19533 Symeron Road, Appl·e Valley, ea. 92307 

G lbert w. Opdycke, 129 Shasta Street, CUla Vista, Ca. 92010 
and Mrs. Frank D. Peers, P. O. Box 92, Encinitas, ea. 92024 
and Mrs. R. s. Palmer, 555 Fern Lane, Sierra Madre, Ca. 91024 

r. Beatrice Prothero, 3004 Park Avenue, San Bernardino, ca. 92404 
1a Mildred Phillips, Box 6602, Northern Arizona Univereity, Flagstaff, Az. 86001 
'· Helena Pini, 3535 Haqen Road, Napa, ca. 94558 · 
• Dorothy G. Petereon, P.o. Box 479, La Jolla, ca. 92037 
'· Dora Petzold, 311 sanford Street, Encinitas, Ca. 92024 
Fletcher G. Palmer, P.O. Box 1087, Las Veqaa, New Mexico 87701 
Robert Reilly, 4356 Suaait Drive, La Mesa, Ca •. 92041 
Margaret JC. Roc:le, Rt. 1, Boa 455, IWiona, Ca. 92065 

• Jeanie Rogers, P.O. Box 111, El Cajon, Ca. 92022 
I s. A. SWit&er, 28160 Pebble Beach Dri•e, SUn City, Ca. 92381 

Marianna Stanley, 9218 Brier Crest Aea~S, La Mesa, Ca. 92041 
J Marion Sierts, 3821 Bernice Drive, san Diego, ca. 92107 
• Clara Strong, 2024 Sixth Avenue, san Diego, Ca. 92101 
. Ruth T. Stanton, 3156 Hardinq Street, Carlsbad, Ca. 92008 
and Mrs. John Shrewder, P.O. Box 175, Bowaan, Ca. 95707 

, Alice Shader, P.O. Box 27&, Pine Valley, Ca. 92062 
John A. Spanqler, 4959 cactoc:tin Drive, San Diego, ca. 92115 
Ronald Sinnea, 739 Island Court, San Diego, Ca. 92109 
I Lois A. Snedden, Box 53, Rancho santa Fe, 92067 

Charlotte P. SlllitJ!illw707 Marigold, Corona del Mar, ea. 926l5 
; ~ah M. seder, 6222 Stanley A•enue, san Diego, Ca. 92115 -
~ s.a, P. o. Box 16177, san Diego, ca. 92116 

Louise s..p.an, 1137 SUtter Street, S&n Di.,o, ca. 92103 
Dean W. Slauqhter, . 463 Paulette Place, La canada, ea. 91011 

Richard Stepheneoa, Itt. 1, 8ox lN-C, Del Mar, Ca. 92014 
aD4 Mrs. Ed Simpeon, 2038 •ilan, s. Pasadena, Ca. 91030 

·. 
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Per80ns endorsing foregoing stat.-.nt/3 

:iastella SU.Ons, 1544 Granada_ A_v!!nue, San Dieqo, ca. 92102 
i~thleen'-'C. Steffen, 4363 Clairaont Mesa Blvd. I san Dieqo. ~~ ~~!~Inns . ('· . 
. iss Tereu A. Spencer, Founders aall,.-Redlands, Ca. 92373 ·- ·--
1". and Mrs. -Gunther JC. SChmitz, 2541 Via Piu, Del Mar, ca. 92014 
r. Lee c. Shea, 633 Victor Drive, santa Rosa, ca~ 95401 

ca. ~5-\01 . 

r. Jaeon Tong, P.O!-"Box 4737, La Jolia, ca. 92037 
rs. Mary Jeanne Terrazas, 2684 Canyon Crest Drive, Escondido, ca. 92025 
iss Ethel w. 'l'borniley, 757 Drexel, Detroit, Mich 48215 
iss Jean Tlcboql, 4935 Niagara Street, 115, San Diego, Ca. 92107 
rs. R. E. Vivian, 862 Victoria Avenue, Los Angeles, Ca. 90005 
r. Richard WOOdard, 5931 La Jolla scenic Drive, La Jolla, Ca. 92037 
r. Ralph Allen wyman, 1320 North Placentia, Fullerton, ca. 92631 
r. Alan L. White, 720 North Minter Street, santa Ana, Ca. 92701 
rs. carolyn Mr:>ocUlury, P.O. Box 400, Solana Beach, ca. 92075 
r. and Mrs. ltobert E. YOW19, 9854 Shadow Road, La Meaa, Ca. 92041 
r. James Yamamoto, 3610 Victoria Avenue, Los Angeles, Ca. 90016 
r. Roland Wilhelmy, 3867 F Miramar Street, ~a Jolla, ca. 92037 
rs. Robert_D. Wallace, 3506 Carleton Street, san Diego, ca. 92106 
r. Fred w. Wadavo~th, 11503 North Lane, Lakeside, ca. 92040 
r. O. B. Wet&ell, 7755 Ivanhoe Avenue, La Jolla, ca. 92037 ___ .. _ 
rs. Herbert Weston, 904 N. 7 Street, Beatrice, NebrasJc& 68310 ~~"P.J!J'I! ~. !:;:A-eo.: .. 

rs. Bernia wall, 5595 University Aven .. , San Diego, ca. 92105 
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Area tJirector 

. MAR 1 o 1973 
Ottice of t!le Area o· trector 

Anchorage, A/a;;kQ 

916 N. 24th Street 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58201 
March 11, 1973 

Bureau of 5port Fisheries and ~ildlife 
al3 D Street 
Anchoraqe, ~laska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We are writinq in support ~f the ·recommendations of the Fish and 
Wildlife S8rvice that the ~~midi Natinnal Wildlife Refuqe be made 
a Wilderness Area. As lonq as it apoears there will be no commer
cial inte rest in th e area, there should be n~ 1uestion nbou t ma k
inq this a Wild erness Area. 

Please include this l e tter as a 03rt of the hearing record Far 
th~ Semidi ~ilderness. ThanK you. 
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Fd.. 25, 7973 
7525 So. ~~z #270 
iJ Lac, An.;;..ele.o, Ca. 90025 

f'Lz. GIYl.Lion fJ. k'a.Uort 
IU.aoluz. &ea. iJiA.edo/L 
Bwt.eau o-~ 5 w.rJ:. F .i!)/uvz..Leo & (,)Udl.iJ.e 

873 J s.iz..ed 
An.ch.o/Lag.e, !U!.a.olw. 99507 

iJ.eoA. 5-iA: 

T?.e. rvz.orw-1a.!.. f.o/l. no d.evelofMU!.n..t 011. .chan.g-e .o/- hai...ua.t 
~'u?. 5-€/l'..i.di.. J-&l.ando .i.n. .the Gulf- of. ;ilculuz. .&J .to Le 
C(Ji7/JTLell.dc.d. an.d_ ap;'Jl.Ot.red. 

An.:; a.tz.ea t }za.t CL'Jl. .f.e (VU!-Oe/l.tf.ed. ao a w.fi- o/L w.U..dl!..i-f..e. 
.oan..c.i:.u.wu; .o/wu.l.d. Le .our ...pOil.i.ed w.J:)wu.t .;z.~..Oe/l.tfali.ort. 



Area Director 
Bureau of Sport ~7isheries an:l -:;ildlif~ 

813 D Street 
Anchor2.ge, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

1537 .i·l. Z. 92 nd St. 
Seatt-,le, ·.'.-A 93ll5 
February 23, 1973 

HE: Ser:ridi Nation2.l ~-:ildlife 
Refc;_~e 

I a gree vii .:.h the pro) osal that the enare Serr'idi National \iildlife 

Re:t;u;:;e oe added to t he ·::ilderness System. Inclus ion of the suo:-:1er ::;ed 

lan:is Ydll not interfere -;d th fishinr; act i vities . 

Such a re::1.0·:e area as t his is ideal f or t his purpose, 'out appears to 

have lit t:,le ot her value~ It is i mportant t hat i t be given t h:..s protection 

at this tine. 

h ~ C E I ·,. 4 ... '/ c ·•• (. : 

C..' :t .. : 
\.,.. .. . ·, ~. ~, . 

.!_-:: -,::: .. . - ~ .... _·, : .. .:; ,· 
.:) 



L ... oau of Sport Ffsnerles and Wildlife 
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MAR o 1973 
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Area.Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Box 80569 
College, Alaska 99701 
March 16, 1973 

This letter is written in support of the proposal to include the 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge .within the Natio;'1al Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

The designation of the islands in this Refuge would not conflict 
with other interests, including commercial fishing. With the 
~radual encroachment upon areas in Alaska that hitherto have been 
undisturbed, it is most important that the attem~t be made to set 
aside areas such as the Semidi Islands, for preservation. If 
perpetuated as a wilderness area, the esthetic a~d scientific 
values of these Isla1~ds would be adequat~rotected; the islands 
are a national asset, and their remaining so waul · ·di· '-.- be 
ensured. 

Please include my letter in the record of the hearings on this 
question. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Robert L. Rausch 
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RECEIVEu 

O!fice cf lh!e Area Circctor 

An~horcJe, A!::;~ 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

16 March 1973 
Box 80569 
College, Alaska 99701 

There seems to be no conflict in the aim and intent of the 
Wilderness Act of 3 September 1964 with the present status of 
the Semidi Islands as a National Wildlife Refuge. Therefore, 
because I ·think that additional protection will be given to 
this important Refuge if it is managed within guidelines of 
the National Wilderness Preservation System, I am in favor of 
of its being designated as a wilderness-area . 

I was not able to attend the hearings in Anchorage but hope 
that this letter will be included in the record. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ A.'~tUJ.~ 

Virginia R. Rausch 



Curoau of !:port Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVED 

e MAR 1 D1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Dir•ctor 

P.O.Box 589 
Placitae, New Mexico 87043 
March 11, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisharie~ and Wildlifa 
813 D Streat 
Anchoraga, Ala~ka 99501 

1 8Upport the d•signation of S•midi National Wildlife R&fuge 

under the wildarne~s claseification. I understand that wildernes~ desig~ 

nation would prot•ct th• legal preservation of this wildlif• r•fug• from 

4i'abolishment via Ex•cutiv• Order. 

Th• pelagic bird colonie~ require a wildernes~ anvironm•nt for 

maintenanc•, survival. Th• i3lande are utilized by the many, various 

~••bird~ as n•~ting grounds. The surrounding wat•r~, containing ~ub

merged lands, not ooen s••, provide food. This wilderneee area i~ lo-

cated ~uteide the known major p•troleum provinc•e of Alaeka, and contains - -
no known mineral deposit~. 

As a memb•r of th• Wilderness Society, from whom I r•ceivad 

th• information that I now make consideration of, I encourag• th• desig

nation of th• Semidi National Wildlif• Refuge and surrounding submargad 

lands in tha National Wildern•ss Prl!servation Syst•m. 

Sincerely, 

il.u-].~_Q <5L twr~ 
Richard A. Rhodee 
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MAR b 1973 
Office of the A~eo c· .... Ire ... , or 

An:.f,orc4e, Ak:d"' 

Area Director 

2429 24th St . Rd. 
Greeley, Colorado 80631 
February 27 , 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and \-lildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir : 

By all means change the designation of 
the Ser.~idi National :.-iildlife Refuge to a \'lil
derness Area . These areas are important to 
protect and keep for fut~re generations . 

FvJR/mw 

' Thank you , 

Paul ~v . Richard 
2429 24th St . Rd . 
Greeley, CO 80631 
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Thdu· ~-Rc .J"Pl\..T.OWS 
c; hi: \.M~·~·~ Selkirk 

HOLLYHOCK HOLLOW FARM, R. D .• ~. N.Y. 

Telephone Albany ROger 7-2273 Feb. 28 

' 
1973 

Otl i, r ·.: ! :'-" Arn.a Dirc~tar 
An: MorcJe, Alu; kq 

Area Director, Bur. of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

My dear Sir: 

fc. i -/ t·1 e_ 

~" "'t ~ ' " ls 
-- ~\ C l __ c_ q 

Just a word to strongly endorse the Semidi National 
Wildlife Refuge as inviolable wilderness. 

Here in the States we are faced daily with the 
irretrievable thing we have done: scalped our land until there 
remain only isolated patches of our once magnificent forest, 
beat up our wilderness trails until they are now paraqe grounds 
for hundreds of thousands of feet yearly; made sewers out of 
every major river(with four of our ports recently so cont aminated 
that ships stopping in th~m can no longer take on drinking water (1)) 
and wors\ of all--worked up a list of 110 species that are so ) 
imperiled that they will not last another ten years. 

Our wild birds are the first to go. Bald Eagles are 
so ·hre that we haveonly a few hundred pair in the nation down 
here, and their eggs are· so soft from DDT that they break in the 
nests; it is the saae witp ospreys and peregrine; they are ~ 
for extinction. Your isl~~s and Alaska are~he only hope for 
survival of severa.l specie's beside the American Eagle, and 
we sincerely hope you have learn~d from us. .rou can't save a 
species once it gets down · to the critical point. Maybe for a few 
years--but an overnight calamity, storm or epidemic coul.~ end it then 
and there. Do save the islands.r the birds I I 1Ju.- { (~y;~,..u~ 
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Dear Sirs, 

Otrl::t: _.: <·c: . .:., ,_YJ C ,·::c•::;r 

to..r.-:r-. .:J:-CJe .. A~:::: · .. :~ 

Fr~n'< ReutP-r 
~52 D Yal< Est::tes 
Fairbcnl<s, A l?Sca 0070 1 

The undersigner strongly urge the incorporPtion o~ the 
Semidi National Wilrllife Refupe into the natinnel wilderness 
system. Since the ~rea is a ~ f'!=lcto 1N'il~erness th~t srows 
no potential for commerical use, the wil~erness ~esignati~ 
would ~uarantee t~e protection of' the pela,P'iC hir~s' nesti-np 
areas. 

Sincerel~r, 
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MRs E s . • · RUSSELL 
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NORTH READING, MASS. 
01864 
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:ure ~ u o ~ ~po r~ -i s herie 3 ~nd ~ildli ~ e 
2 1 3 :J ,..:J t-..·e e "1 

.. ncLo::.·:.~.;e, .:..lc-, sk..:.. 99501 

D e :~. r .:)ir; 

; e -·. · ,.. e ( l. '"' ., ·, n o· ~ - .l. LtL c, o...).1_ •. , ~-: 

si,gn;·.ted e. :o wilciernes ~:; uncl e.::- the 1 964 \'/ilC. erness ;~ct. 

I E·.m 2.:1 ;,l;A Sk:i re s i d ent te;apo r:.....::·il:r out a :::· the st<:. te to 

cttend cr~~uate school. 

Ple ~. s e i:ncl_ud e thi s :_l_ett e r in the pu'-:l lic hec. rin;;; 

record concernin::; t his r::J<>tter on ~"ebrw.~.ry 20, 1973 . 

~lnnk you. 



Area Director 

Eu •cau of Sport Fish:::" '"" 0 "d Wddl:ic 
RECEIVE-' 

MAR q jO/ ~· 

Ottice of the A•'!.O Dir:::ctor 

Anchorage. A!asok:.l 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife 

813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, rllaska 99501 

4050 Poplar Ave. 
Concord, Calif. 94521 
March 3, 1973 

Subject: Semidi i;ational .; ildlife Refuge 

Dear Sir: 

We strongly urge that the entire Semidi ~ational ;/ildlife 
Refuge, including submerged lands surrounding this island wildlife 
sanctuary, be included in the iiational riil<.ierness rreservation 
System . 

. The Semidi ~ational Wildlife Refuge was established by 
Executive Order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932, pri
marily 'to preserve the habitat of millions of seabirds. It is 
situated in the Gulf of Alaska, about 100 miles southwest of i~odiak 
Island and 40 miles froo tr1e Alaska Peninsula. e The 256,000 acre wildlife refuge encompasses nine rocky islands 
cont~ining about 8,425 acres, with the balance consisting of submerged 
lands surrounding the island group. 

The wildlife refuge is located outside the known major petroleum 
provinces of Alaska and contains no known mineral deposits. 

The Fis-h and Wildlife Service rightfully concludes that all 
of the Semidi 1ational ~ildlife Refuge is still in a nat ural state 
and qualifies for inclusion in the National Wilderness Pres ervation 
System. 

We ask that this letter be made a part of the hearing record. 

Very truly yours, 



49 Clare~ont Avenue 
New Yor~, New York 10027 
Febr~ary 27, 197J 

Hr. Gordan ~. ~;atson 

Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ~ildlife 
81J D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Hr. v/atson, 

This letter is written in su9 ~ ort of the Seoidl 
W1lderne~s Proposal fro~ the curr~nt Semidi National 
Wildlife ~iefuge. I thini-:: th<>t the BSF~ h3.s reco.::::.1ended 
wisely and I w~ul~ urge tte ado~tion of this propos~l. 
I ~'lou.l~ also u.rge th""'t 3.ny l9nds th ro. t properly accrue to 
tha refuge ln th3 fut~re be ad~ed to tha Se~i~i ~ilderness. 

r as~ th~t this s~p ~ ort be noted ln the record. 
7hank you very ~uch. 

~illi~: C. ~aun~ers 

...... - ~ ... 

fvf4D -·· I I v 

, ... . 
~ . -

1873 
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RECEIVE.-

I l<iR 1 3 -a-, "'l .... ,: - 1·.7, ,..., 

OH.ct:; cf. <-:c -''rec:: D:rc:.tor 

An:horc.:De, ~~c~k.a 

Area Director 

8 Beechdale Road 
Baltimore, V:aryl~nd ~1~10 
~arch 11, 197) 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I wish to express my support for the Fish and 
Wildlife Service proposal to designate the entire area of 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, both the islands and the 
submerged lands, as wilderness. 

Sincerely yours, 

:-1:lt't tl if~ ~, .Fci f'//!/v 
Mrs. Martha D. Schaffer 
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Office of the Area DiredOr 
Anchorage, Alaska 
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· ~Societ)' for .the p . - . . . . reservatiop.'- of ~atural Beauty 

Steering Committee 

-Mrs. Grace Peterson 
4 Ward Drive, Angola, N.Y. 14006 ----_ 

Mrs. Audrey Loewer 06/, ! 

Mrs. Inez Ahlers L~) I 't...:: .e{. 

Mr. Richard J. Miller 

Miss Mildred F w·dm • 1 er 

Technical Advisors 

Harold F. Zaehringer, 
Attorney 

David M. Bigelow, 
Ecologist 

Dr. Harold H. Axtell 
OmitholoSist ' 

Dr. Robert F. Andrle 

. ..ii·geog~apher ' 

St. .P. Sptsiak, 
Environmentalist 

Gretchen H. Stevenson 
Conservationist ' 

Arthur G. Wingerter, 
Landscape Architect 

c)C;} 
and the Environment ' ' 
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RECEIVE_. 

O ff1.:e sf t~: .t. :~'J ~· ir::o-:tor 
Anchorc~ ~ .. A~ .. _;s~ 

Area Director 

P.o. Box 1292 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632 
~ch 8, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to support the proposal of the Bureau to 
include the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. I under
stand that the area is a valuable refuge for many 
arctic species of seabirds. 

Inclusion of the entire refuge including submerged 
lands would be necessary to fully protect the worth 
of this area as a wilderness and sanctuary. 

Since the Semidi Islands are almost barren with no 
kno~ mineral deposits or other resources of use to 
man, there should be no hesitation whatsoever to pre
serve them in their natural state under the protection 
of the Wilderness Program. -

Please include this letter in the records of the Semidi 
Wilderness Hearing that will be held ·on Harch 23. 



I . 

MAR~ 1973 
OH~ ~reo o;, _ _ 
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ww•OOU of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
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Area Director 

3146 Petre Road 
Chesapeake, Virginia 22325 
March 1,1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear sir, 

I am strongly in favor of the proposal to designate the Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge as a Wilderness Area. 

----

The current opportunity to so easily insure permanent preservation 
of a small piece of seabird habitat should not be missed. 

Sincerely yours, 
/"") 

~~ /l/ 
,7 

James D. Servais 



GREEN 
~BLIC 

BAY 
SCHOOLS 

EDWIN 8. OLDS, Superintendent 

L;;;oou of Sport fisheries and Wildlife 
I ECEIVE~o~ 

\ 

Area Director 

FEB 2 ti 1973 
Office of rhe Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Vlildli f e 

813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATI VE O FF ICES 

100 N. Jefferton S t. I Green Bav, Wis. 54301 

Phone: (414) 432~351 

February 22, 1973 

Semidi National. Wildlife Refuge-Alaska seems a very practical site for 
inClusion in the National ~Hlderness Preservation Syster:t. Because of its 
natural state and present absence of economic enterprise, inclusion now 
could assume preventative purposes . 

This letter, then , urges support for the proposal of wilderness designation. 
-All too few such sites remain where natural wildlife can follow its natural 
life cycle . East of the lOOth meridian, ·in fact , such United States wildernes s 
areas will have to be largely recreated. But, meanwhile, let us continue to · 
preserve those few natural s ites remaining to maintain our balance of animal 
life. 

~·~ 
John I . Sewell 
Director of Federal Programs 

JTS; sc 



Lead, So. D:::._i<. 
Frb. ?C', 1~·73 

Area Lirector, 
Al.re~u of Sp ort Fis::e!'ies and '.','ildlife, 
~8 D s:.reet, 

I. 

1 ' '- 1 
J ~, I • 

Anchorage, Alr.ska 
\ ~£/ __ ;../ 
'/ 

\Vhile I me.y never 1:'e e.ble to visit or vie1 'T t.he Semici ~:c..tional 
Wilc1life P.efuge in t:;.e Culf of Als_s:-:~'- I 1_: r'!e y:Ju to flo everytl:.ing 
possible to include t!:5.s sa!'1.ctuar/ for nr.:ny S:Jecies of v:ild bircs 
into a ·.vile err.,ess c lassific rtion; saving tr e::: e isola.ted islar.fls 
for posterity c.nd these b~ res for future g sher.?.tions to see if 
possible. 
~.~·e have to fe·.v- of tb.E se .c::.reas left in this ·;.;orlc Lor e.y e..r.d must co 
our utmost to nreserve ·:fhct little ·:rilC. a.rea.s r;nr. -,~·ilrlife that 
remain. 
Plaese }1elp t:: 'JSe -.·r!:o e.re interested to keep our natur ~ l heri ta.=2es 
as long as possible. 

f£3 2 01973 

\ 

Sincerely, , 
.-.. <! . / . . :·:~ ,., ·-: ('/ : .\ . !.kf .~ . . .,.,~/. .-• .:,;.,.s ._ 
~ .; ? .,. . ... I '!I ~ I ·~ · .., . 

LeRoy ~e~rhe ·r;S, 
414 So. !!2.i.n, 
Lec-.d, So. Dak. 

57754 
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6u;oau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
RECEIVE"" 

FEB 2 61S73 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

u.s. Dap&rtment ot the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

. ' . 

Bureau ot Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
8tJ D street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

February 22nd, 197J 

Gentlemen: . 
I am writing regarding the proposal to classify the Semidi National 

Wildlife Retuge as 'Wilderness" urider the Wilderness Act ot 1964. - I -am · 
in tavor of Wilderness status tor the entire area encompassed by the -· 

-present--boundaries ot the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, including ._~ 
submerged lands. 

~: --:rr. 1'l'i&se-enter this . statement in -the Public Hearing Record on the,, 
Semidi Wilderness Proposal. 

Sincere ty, -

,.,L/~ 
c:?'~~.-4'if~, 

A.M. Sheets 
. o/o Craw1'ord and CompaJV' 
.1049 ~4est Fifth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Arthur M. Sheets, Jr. 

• 



-e 
l.wroau of !:port ristl::ries ar.cJ W;ici;;ie 

~ RECE IVED 

MAR 211973 
Office of the Arf!JIQ Dlredor 

Andcirage, AlaskQ 

Ares. · Director 

March 18, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and ialdlife 
813 D St. Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sir: 

• 
~·Je are in favor of designating Semidi 
National Wildlife Refuge as wildernes·s . 

Please include 'this letter in the hear
ing record. 

very truly yours, . 

V, T. S~~~ 

4'5. ,~ 

East Lakeshore 
··~hitefish, Mt. 59937 



Bu ,.., ~ - V A N•SHIPP -·SHIPP TOBACCO SEED CO. 
filQU Of !:port f"·' . MIDWAY, KENTUCKY 40347 

.A..E c t";a~~ 0:d Wildlife 
PHONE 403-8673 

-··- F£B 2 71.97i 
VERSAILLES, KY. 

February 22, 1973 
OHice of the Area D• 

Ancho 'rector 
rage, Alo.sk.o 

Area Director 
IJureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
013 D Street 
AnChorage, Alaska 99501 

l)ear Si rsa 

X support the designation of S~idi National lt.ildlife Refuge in it's entirety as 

~~_:kt-.:be~acl.uded under the protection of the 1964 \vilderneS'S ·Acre-. -:I .::-note 

that the endangered American Bald eagle and the peregrine falcon are . residents of- --

Of __ much wild life vanishino aloost daily, I beleive it would be a -wise and timely - · 

~ccision to give th• area· the utnost protection, since it is such a rich breed- -

ing_8E_d ~eec:tinc ground for so nany speci.es. Pleflse include ny letter in the-record. 

'n1anlt you. 

?.:~, I 
.. --.. . 

-""-



.e 

-----~ 

March 4~ 1973 
.::>irs: 

Un~ortunately it was impossible for me to ·----~--~ 
attend recent hearing on the~emidi National-
Wildlife H.efuge proposal. However I wish to::"~... · ' '"' 

- go on record as strongly favoring the establishmel 
of such a refuge. 
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fpoc~ttty, ,for.A411·Er~?wvation of Natural Beauty and the Environment ··: 

e . :; 1.. c • . , • - ---r~) t:h_c . ~' ) ) ) q ' 7.5. 
MAR b 1973 

Steering Committee Office ·.:.f 6: ~. rc>f) :: ·c::or 
:. ..... -1.. .- -c-. ! r 

Mrs. Grace Peterson .. .. ~· . . tl. · .. . :; 

· 4 Ward Drive, Angola, N.Y. 14006 . 
' 'f(~ 

Mrs. Audrey Loewer 

Mrs. Inez Ahlers 

Mr. Richard J. Miller 

Miss Mildred F. Widmer 

Technical Advisors 

Harold F. Zaehringer, 
Attorney 

David M. Bigelow, 
Ecologist 

Dr. Harold H. Axtell, 
Ornithologist 

Dr. Robert F. Andrle, 
Bio-geographer 

StaAl>. Spisiak, 
Wv"ironmentalist 



I 0 . D. Slagle i:s;, Newcomer Street 
c and, Wash. 99352 

Office of the Area Oifiaef' 
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1.973 
Office of the A 

,._ reo D'rcct 
'VIChorage, Alaska or 

Area Di -ector 

3 ···arch, 1973 
3907 S.'.l. ivrcht~rd St. 
Seattle. ·-ra. 98136 

Dureau of .~ryort Fisheries and 'Jildlife 
813 !) S.t. 
Anchora~e, ~laska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

J e support the inclusion of the Se~idi 
Nntional ~ildlife Rcfu~e in the ~ational 
"filderness lireservation System. 

~ :r. 8.: ~- ·-rs. Oona l d :.J . S no~.; 



- _ .. ;,. ... . ,. .... . . , , -· 

-
MRS. GEORGE SOMERS • 5J30 BEVERLYHIU LANE • HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027 
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1 Office of the Area Director 
Ancboracle, Alas&Ga 
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March 5, 1972 

Dear Si.rs, 
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska is still 

in its natural state and should be added to the Wilderness 
System. I agree with the conclusions reached by the Fish 
and Wi1dlife Service that the Sernidi Islands should be 
protected for future generations because of its unique 
birdli£e . ~WoUlti you .please include this letter in the 
Public Hearing Record. Thank you. 

Sincerly Yours, 
David Sperling 

David Sperling 
338 North Mountian Ave. 
Upper Montclair, N. J. 
07043 

k1AR 1 ~ ---~. .. . " f.'j.r.) 

O ffice of t!le Area D:rc~or 
Anchorc -:;e. Alc~~o 



~{<lverf ,; r:i ColL=; c e 
~ ~::::.verfo rd, ~en: .:. . 1 ~'0..:. 1 
I·Iarc!' 10, 1 ~i 73 

-
. 'W'id\ik 

E;.uroau of ~port Fishcnes an_a ' 
RECEIVED 

Area Director 
Bureau of S~ort Fi~ :. eries a n d ~ildlife 
813 D Str2et 
Anc1 .orc:<.e, .4-laska s: 9 5C 1 

Dear Sir: 

MAR 1 o 1973 
Ottice of the Area Director 

,NtthoraQe, Alaska 

I <=m v1ri tins to ex:Jres"' :.1y sul. -;-.ort for t · e inclu
.. ion of t t e Ser:1irli ~·e. 1 : ion~l :.;ildl ife Refu:. e in t i·.e 
I~:ojtion 2. l ·,,; i :_ derness Protect Lon :~ystem. Suci ~ le.ces 
as Se::J.idi are :nost ve.lus.ble, bot:::. t.J us and t o f LJ.ture 
e;ener.' ti0ns, in t .. e~r n~_tt;.r~~ :.st :::.. te::o. ·:r;.e ·,. ild-::-r11ess 
Act of 1964 si ve ~ u s t e ~:rortunity to assure t : ~ . t 
the;y ~-;ill re c::::! in undistLlrbed. I feel v;e ,~ L,ould take 
advant~e;e of t h is gre~t o ~~ortunity. 

? lease inc~ude ~j su ~ ort for civin g : e=i d i 
wilderne:.:;s s t'c:.tus 3.. S part of t ~ e i1ear i_ng :record. 
Tl12nk you f or .: our a tte::1 ~ion • 

.;)incerely, 

/;x-:,~:r/2-77 
/.rt .. ur Sr: in;~.:.rn 



~· · 

[..,.-oau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
lECEIVEo.~ 

FEB 2 ti 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 0 Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

\~ 
February ~2, 1973 

May I express my strong conviction that the Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge should be de~ignated as a wilderness area. -= · - -

Our generation has the opportunity and must bear the responsibility for 
-protecting much of the world's wildlife from extinction. The-creation- of 
.w.ilsf~rng§ ... SU"~as is on~ of the best means of insuring the natural su1.fV'iVal' • · u. • ·~ 
'of many species. . 

Designation of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness a-re·a- woul., "" - :;.. e .insure.the protection of the bird and marine life for which it provides h~bitgt; U>h~·,.,.-h 
I wish to record my support for this action. 

Sin~;rcly, . ,. · ·!-' · -

' 

I / . 

(.<(f~ 
·. Robert ~tili~nso~ .' ~ 

403 No. 17th St. 
Bozeman, Montana 59715 



Office of the Area Diroctor 
And:orcde, Ak:.ska 
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THAD C. STANFORD M.D., F.A.C.S., P.C. 

February 20, 1973 

Area Director of 

Physician & Surgeon 
Orthopedic Surgery 

873 Medical Center Dr. N.E. 
Salem, Oregon 97301 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sin 

- ........ ._..J \,...j - ... 

I( f·c: ·E; .~" £ 

. -
' \._ • : I 

' \' ., ... ....... ,, ... ' } 

This is to add my support to the proposal by- the Fish- and Wildlife 
Service that the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge be included in 'the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. 

It is Unportant that this habitat for sea birds be preserved in its 
natural state. 

Sincerel~ y~urs, -.. ,\ 
J 1/ •f • 

/
. j .... (·1 < '·! ""') ; .·' 
/. . ,; . ,...- .. 

-" I 

Thad c. Stanford, M. D. 
TCS:cll ' ' 



l e 

. I 
.1'1.••i51C:Wn 

i:.'4'1 . .. 

Area Director ' 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

! 
( 

Dear Sir: 

402 West Forest St~ 
Roswell, New Mexico 8820~-~~~~» 
February 27, 1 9 7 3 

• • • i.,.: 

IN RE: SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, ALASKA 

As an ardent conservationist and student member of. The Wilder-
ness . . So~leJ,y-, I wish to add my voice, by letter, to -concu~ 4:n· ~ "' 
enthusiastic arreement to the Bureau of Sport Fisheries . a~d Wild~ 
life' concl usion that ALL of the SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, 
ALASKA is still in a natural state and qualifies for inclusion 
in the NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM. 

Please include this letter in the Official Hearing Record for 
this-national wildlife refuge; Thank you! r 

MBS 

Yoursr very t r ul y , 

~~~tr-irt~~ii'P 
402 West Forest Street *02 .es 
Roswell, New Mexico ggiQ.];'3Jt:o · 
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~fd d ~ Fi!..'lenes and Wildlife 
IECEIVEO 

MAt< 1 ° 1973 
Ottice of the Area Director 

·, Anchorage, A1aikQ 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport .F'isherl.es and Wildlife 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

March 10,1973 
Wesley Stephens 
964 Summer Street 
Hammond, Indiana 

~· . 

~
; 

. . I am very much in favor of making the Semidi Islands in Alaska -~' · 
a ational \iildlife Refuge. Therefore, I request that you enter this 
letter in the hearing record, dealing with this matter. 

Respectfully, 

.;~/ 
~~ey Stephens 

,, : .. 
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[.;;;ccu of !:port fiz.1ories and WilC:i:i~ 
RECEIVED 

MAR 2 11973 
- ~-

Ottice of the Area Director 
. Anchorage, Alaska 

Box 79, Plainfield, New Hampshire 03781 
• 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska· 99501 

Dear Sir: 

March 18, 1973 

uf}} · 
and Wildlife 

I strongly support the proposal by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to designate the Semidi National Wildlife 
Refuge as wilderness, under the terms of the 1964 Wilderness 
Act. Although I have not ~en there, I can imagine what it 
is like, having visited. Cold Bay, Umnak, the Pribilo"fs, ~·atrti 

~ Nunivak Island. I know that colonies of seabirds such as are 
found on these islands must be protected from permanent 
human incursions if they are to continue to thrive. If 1::-lie · 
birds are disturbed during the• breeding season, they may may 

>=, ..-.:fail to nest, lay eggs, or successfully raise their young-. ,:~"'!" " 
They may be visited during this period, but pnly by smali 
numbers of people who are very caref~l not to molest or alarm 
them. While there is no immediate likeli~ood that the Semidi 
.Islands are ~oing to be invaded by tourists, more and more 
tourists are taking wilderness trips every year, and it is 
possible that some day they will want to visit this area. It 
would be sensible to include the area no~ in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System so that it can be kept in its 
natural state. 

:>l.naer Sincerely yours, -
~s~ 

Peter Stettenheim 

__ J 



HOWARD STURTZ. M. 0 . OIITHOI"AitDIC .UitGERY 

1181 BOUL.EVARO WA Y T&Liti"HONE 833-133 3 

WAL.NUT CREEK. CALIFORNIA 114!511!5 . 
L.,; ;cc~ Ci .:;:;:rt .=;..:;:: ries c ·-.c. ~V.iQ;;:e 

-· _ ... RECEIVE..; March 2, 1973 -l _ .... 

MAR 1 3197:i 
Office of the Area Director 

Ancllorcge, Alcsk.a 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Siri 

.... _~....., '.:> I wish .to express my support for t.he . d~si,gna~iQn .-.-. ~'"' 
of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness are -
needed. 

HS/mvh Sincerely, 

Howard Sturtz, M.D. 

I 



/rea Director 
BSFW 
813 D St. 

L.;~c::::u of :;Drt ~ ::~·1 ~ries and ~\· ; 1:.: ::: ~ 

RECEIVE.; 

Ottice of t!-:c Area O:rxt:Jr 
AndlOrC:JC, Ale~:...... 

1511 22n0 St ~r':l 

~h.sh1nston, DC 20037 
r-:ar. 4. 1973 

Anchorage, Al~ska 99501 

I would like to contribute this letter as support .f.o.r the ces
ignation of th~ Siidi Nat ional iSldlife Eefuqe as as a Yil~~r
ness ar~a, and h ~we it incl ud ~c: 1:!1 the Se:r!lid i hearing recorC.. 

Yours very . truly, 
. r ' _ _,- '?.,J_ .. ' ~ ~ I :· . ..-:·_. ·- . : : . I I - <. ~- .. ~ 

Sally S~._r~etland 
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MAR 1 ti 1973 
Office of the Area Oired'or 

Anc:horooe. AJaska 
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;'(._ i.~ /~-~ .. / 

LAVERNE THOMPSON 

1501 WC:ST 123RD STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10027 

Otfic.a c.f ~:~ .; P..r~a G· r~K.~or 

AnchcrC')e, ;...~~~·.;::; 

Lt-'ilL{~l· J~·,0.-f~ 
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Barch 12, 1973 

.Area Director 
Bureau or Sport Fisheries and Wildlite 
81) D. ·st.Net ,~,., 

Anchorage AI. 99501 
A 

. nd wac:;\le 
of rport fis.1::nes 0 

L.J~CC\1 i E C E l V E I) 

MAR 211973 
Office of the Areo Director 
~ge, Alaslca 

W. are delighted to hear that the entire Semidi area including the 
subaerged lands surround this island wildlife sanctuary be included 
1n the National Wilderness PreserYation Sfst ... We -understand that 
the fishing does not disturb the refUge area. This region does not 

_ appear to be suitable tor • cOIIJlereial exploitation but nevertheless 
there are those vho ~ would be v11l1ng to spoU it in the hope ot gain. 

W. wish to join with the many Alafkana vbo thank ;you tor proposing that • -
.~ .... .7 .... ~~ ~n~~ ~ea with submerged lands attain 'Qilderness Statua._- .nau-.. -... ~· -

_ · is within the twelve mUe 11m1.ts(which ve think should be extended 
to safeguard our sea resourees). and therefore there can be no question 
ot international c~lieations. , 

. ').' •_.., I , /[, . .JJ • "1.--/"' ,• Ia . - ,.,1 ~ \ 
&,. .'~ I, - ,. ~ ,t .. _ 

Of~~- ""'..Y~, ...Jii.• & Mrs. R. l?ol..tiilll~· & Mrs. L.- Harwood, M:P,... <-&1Mr8; 
- R. Anh.st, Mr. & Mrs. c. Wilkins, : Mr. & Mrs. R. FoUIItaine, ' Mr; - & Mrs • 

-- .A. Morenc;y, Mr. & Mrs. A. Lcabard, a-. & Mrs. J. LaBerge, Lena Coleman 
Doroth7 Fll'II&D, Mrs. Josie Knight, Jtzos • . ~a stitzel. ~ -

MS. ETHEL W. THORNI L EY 
757 DREX EL 
DETROIT. MICHIGAN 41215 .oe. '!'R' 



Ottice ol t~e Area Director 

Am:hcrcde, Alcsko 

A.re2. :Jirector 
Bu:cez,_u of .3-::Jort .:':i.sheries 2~c1 ./ildlife 
813 :U Street 

:;J95Jl 

.Je~'.r 3ir: 

I e~:::p~Eti c2.::.l:.r S\J.~]O:r'~ the ?isl: 2~::1d .iildli::'e 
Service reco .~·.·.- enci:::. tion thc.t t:1c entire 3e:n.idi ~~z.tio~::>.l 
.ij ldlii'e .:efu:e be dosiGnc;.te-.:'~ a ·::ilC.c:cness 2.re:-~, 
m1der the :?:::-ovisio::1s of ~:he l:?o4 .iil::lerness "'ct. ·~'::..is 
c::.re2. of de :'! :!.Ct ~ ·.:ilC.erne~-:.s s~1 0'.tlC ri,;:::tf,)_lJ.~r ir~cl,)c'Le 
tl1e st:.b:-1e::ced ln:-:S.s s~_ .. ri'OU.!-:C_:_l:[; t ~1e i:Jlc.r .. cl[J. 

':Che .: ef•.::.e;e has no res:L.:.rc es of co::::::.:::e::.~ci2.l 
interest, exce~;t fish in tl·Le s~_:_rr :J-.;.nriir~;z: ·::c: t ers, r::~o se 
}l:::'.rvest n :):.Ald no~ ·:Je i::::92.ire ·:~ by the C.esi~c-,t"Lor:. • . :.:e 
islc.'~rlds' no3t i :-: ~: ·:-Jr-'t:::. r~t f~ _;_ 11c"t~ J:: is 2..r3 a ;31J.r.:.::-Le2.., nestirl[; 
~~~ve· -· -;~.""-,.. ........... ~. ---:- .· :-,...:-;.,~~( .... l :.'Y'l.,.r C'·;..ciec! ...,n·~ '=· ~-r·r..CI+ -r.11 ' .... ~on-, ... -""L." ~.... _ v ..._ ._L. ..... . ....... ; u L- ,_...._... ---'--•..t..- . .; "'--J .::.Joe: . ._ ~ c • . . ~ .._L ~...... ~--,)- ~ c~ v _.~.. __ ~ 1. v .. 

0 I..... :-., ..-,, r"f ~ ..... -· ...... • • _J_."' - ~ . .: ~-.-- ,...... - - ~ .. V"\...!... ,-. ~ ~,..,.: ~- - .. ...!... ... ., r- c:- , . .... 
"-'0-'-8 .;:,)t;C.!.G.-., 1', u.;.~.L~- .!. ... ·lvl'~ c .. dt. ~·. u~~.!..Oc.cw8 l.:.c·.;:, U88E 

r~;c·) c~~~c:2. i::--~ t:·:. e isl2..r:Cs' ·::e~·Ji.sr:c:. tiJ:: 2 .. s c-. ~:c .. t ~_ or.:.2.l 
.i:2.L~life :ci':.1ce--s-v' c:~ :yro~e:c;~ ion. [;:~oulci 00 f~J::--t:J.c : · 
st:re~::::-t~~c:ecJ. o . .-- 5iv!.cg· 3E:·lL~i 2. " 1il:~ er:1e~·:;s 11 

cle.-.s2ificci.-~io11. ~i:e:.-e s~:.J:.:l 5 be no c:_n-::_bt t ·. e.-: ~>..e :-.re'. 
deseT"\/E::S r:.r:..:, .. ..:..ef:;.3 . 

?lec:.3e ir:c:-.,:C: e -r;~:l2 le·~ ·; c::'"" i~.: t~ .. e n-.l..OJ..lC l1e~~-~i i: -~-; 
rec"Jrd. of .:·e b:::··_:c. r y 2:.::., "J..~:73, 7: )J p.:-::-:., '::~:.ic?: ~1e:·: .:::L:.~; 
\7as l1eld i:1 t!1e ~C):.ls~~:_c :: .. i b~c.. l---y of ~ .. :1.c:1or~.~Ge, .:.la~l:o.. 

,._rt)l1 _ 
t . .' - - ... 

~ .. f"'f_,_, .... T 

IJ.:. -·--.; ' 

·,'/illia'":l I~. 

J_i ,,, ') / ,. . J. '--'• /; ,, / 
' ·- L ~ ~ ,....,.... 1'-~ 



Area Director 

~~·vau of Sport Fisheries and Wile. ... ·_ 
lECEIVE..i 

MAR 5 1973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage, Alasl:D 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs 

February 23, 1973 

This is to add my whole-hearted support to the 
proposal of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
that the entire Semidi Wildlife Refuge, including sub
merged lands, be included in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

The refuge is certainly deserving of ~he .. pro
~~ - tection a ,Wilderness designation would afford it. · 

Thank you. 

4906 Tilden Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Sincerely yours, 

').W·~· 
T. w. Tirana 
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A Director 

FRANK A. TUPPER 
Box 851 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

_.- --~'Si:.ireau- of Sport Fisheries and IHldllfe 
u.s . Departmen~ of Interior 
813 D Street 

- . Anchora~e , Alaska 99501 

n~c::.~ o r f" 
~Port IS.1ori&li and Wild'"' 

R E C E I V E D u.e 

MAR 2 11973 
Office of the Area Director 

Anchorage,. Alaska 

March 19 , 1973 

SEMIDI t-JATIONAL 'HLDLIFE REFUr";E PROPOSAL 
L.\54 
~-

TO : Area Director; 

I wish .to P:O on record as bein~ in favor of the Semidi \Hlderness Area 
that would be known as the SemidiNational Wildlife Refuve, as proposed by 
the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

I write this letter of endorsement with the knowledqe that I most proby 
a bly wil l never set foot on the Island chain. Yet the fact that I would 

~ ~ . be·~~•~red that our representative uovernment uould have the foresiqht to 
s e t land aside that would promote the continued oropoP:ation of 4l species of 
seabirds, harbor seals, sea lions, sea otters and other ma~als, lends the 

1 - - simple and-pure 'Strength , that -is reason enourrh for me to str" P.:ly endorse-

-e · 

and encoura~e support for this Refu~e proposal. 

From-what ·information I obtained, prior to wrttiiur this ·letter, I find 
_ it of equa1 -~oortaice to set aside parcels of private and tranquil areas 
th~ will allow the safe and natural return and development of some endan~ered ·-:r 
Sp@eies such litS>''the- Peregri.ne. Falcon. The· very survival of SUCh' animals and 
birds -de-pends -largely on mans continuin{l' determination to insure that w~pro- ·· 

-vide--·stteh areas--for these creatures~ who in' th-e lonl! run depend on marr for -their -
very lives. 

Alaska, youn~ as a State, is deeply embedded in the throes of tryin~ to 
establish a direction of Her l!rowth, combined with tryinq to determi~e a defin

- it-i·on. of ~l'lo~ss\!'li' All of us must be- ·sure· that in our efforts to -prepare f>Or 
.~the f.Vtttre-,ubiwt __ we take the time necessary- to weh·h. all facers of the· uendin~ 
d-evelopment, which has to include the settinP.' aside of wilderness areas . If we 
are to err in our judqements, please let these ~rrors stand in the ~iP.'ht of 
cautiDn. · In my opinion, it is far be~t~r for all citizens to take the necessary 
time now, and set these lands aside, allowinu Nature to be the occupant, rather 

--than to-·stampecfe- and galvanize our thou~:rhts into a "develoomental ·de-cision" t-hat 
we can never recover from the outcome. 

The Semidi Island, from the information I have uathered, is still ver1 
much in a natural state. There also se~ms to be no Adverse environmental or 
economic impact.upon the area. Therefore, I would reiterate my endorsement ~ 
of this proposal, In su-pporting the Refuqe, I feel both man and Nature will 
be the beneficiaries. 

~fi.~~ . 
Frank A. Tupper ~ 
Homer, Alaska 







Sureau of ~port fisheries and Wildlife 
IECEIVE D 

. MAR 1 61973 
Office of thtt AreO Oir6etor 

Anchora~e. Alaska 



March 19, 1973 ~ 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 "D" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

We would like to add our voices to those 
urging you to grant wilderness status to the Semidi . 

·41t _National Wildlife Refuge • 

• Please make this letter part of the permanent 
record of the hearing. 

Thank you. 

Most respectfully yours, 

?.~ :;.~ ~:;r:: w~ 
3315~~rth 6~sStreet 
Phoenix, Arizona 85018 



Board of Trustees 
CONSERVATIONISTS Mr. Ralph T. BirdseyLv , ... , UNITING GEORGIA'S 

Macon ........... :.;Or .... "?.;rt: --. ~ ,. :. . 
Mr-1 w. Bryan. Jr. R E C . . -•· v••<:: ::ca W.is·: .. 'c 

asville f I V f .J 
Mr nk E. Carlton 

Savannah 
Mr. George S. Craft 

Atlanta 
Mr. Ogden Doremus 

Metter 
Mrs. Hugh Dorsey, Jr. 

Atlanta 
Dr. Lafayette Frederick 

Atlanta 
·Dr. Philip F. C. Greear 

Rome 
Mr. William W. Griffin 

Atlanta 
Mr. Reid W. Harris 

St. Simons Island 
Mr. Willis Haugen 

Newnan 
Mr. W. G. Haynes 

Darien 
Mrs. Verne E. Hill 

Atlanta 
Mr. A. Anderson Huber 

Atlanta 
Mr. John Izard 

Atlanta 
Mr. Richard H. Jennings 

Atlanta 
Mrs. Mary Gregory Jewett 

Decatur 
Mr. Mills B. Lane 

Atlanta 
Mr. G. Mayo Livingston. Jr. 

Baint>ridge 
Mr. George Longino, III 

Atlanta 
Mr. Thomas Lowndes 

Tucker 

3376 PEACHTREE ROAD, N.E., SUITE 402 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30326 
404/262-1967 

7 I-t:-,.rch 1.97 3 

-\re~. Director 

'ur8"'U of S 'Jort '!;'i _ <cner~es ·;ildlife 

813 D Str ")et 

~nchor~ge, Alaska 

:::le::. r Sirs 

99501 

I think it i s of the utmost im~ort~nce to ~rovide 
th8 :-:-:::.xi.mu:n ~ rotecti.cm ""'ossi"::l'..e to :.;il_:n ~ fe -:;-,,,~c s in the 

i-Thole \1.C~SkCJ.n r"'-"'" on. Tt h".s b"CO::!e too e "t:y to ':lunder, Mr. Dan E. McConaughey 
Atta.nt• 'c'_eE.O --; .;_te th-: '-~'ff'cu ':-"es Dr. Alv1n L. Mclendon, Jr. of ~.'e''ther; tl'lere Rre s o fe-;~ 

Columbus rostr 'ints in the ....,!."Oce:::: 
Mrs. H>rold !\lcKenzie, Jr. ~nd no re:uirernents for restor

d.~ D<l.pe becomes f:.irl_y TJerr:: ·:. nent Atl3nt> 
Mr. James A. 1\lackay 

Mr.w~~x Massey, Jr . 
a 

Mr. nnedy Matthews 
Stone Mountain 

Mr. Hir>m s:t-.tersereau 
Augusta 

Mr. W>lter M. 1\litchell 
Atl>nta 

Dr. William 1\lurdy 
Decatur 

Dr. Eugene P. Odum 
Athens 

Mrs. Ralph Paris, Jr. 
:~tlant> 

Mt. Gilb<rt R. Pirrung 
B>inbridge 

Dr. Robert B. Platt 
Atlanta 

Mrs. George W. Ray 
Savann;1h 

Mrs. W. C. Rhan~os 
Savann;.~h 

~lr. Richard H. Ri..:h 
Atlanta 

Mrs. J. 0. Roberson 
SL"reven 

Dr. Geor~e A. Rogers 
Sratesboro 

Mr. Deon Rusk 
Athens 

Mrs. Edgar D. Shaw, Jr. 
Jesup 

Mr. Norman C. Smith 
~tl :lnt:t 

Mr. Preston Stevens, Jr. 
Atlanta 

Dr. Claude E. Terry 
Atlanta 

Mrs. Henry J. Toombs 
Atldnta 

Mr. Pollard Turman 
Atlanta 

Dr. Alma Walker 
Athens 

Mr. Robert H. Walling 
Atlanta 

Mrs. J.Wayt AI tta 
Mr. Ja . White 

Rus I 
Mr. R>ndnlph Whitfield 

Atlant3 
Dr. Gene Willeke 

Atlanta 
Mrs. Charl<s Yarn 

Atlanta 

~tion. ?urt l1ernore 7 

an~ :ncorrectible. 

!f'3.ny of th0 A.rctic-Unine lichens T ~p~ -e err.1-'.ned 

coco fro::-: .Hask"'. , col.lecto (l ~W 7):' •• Tohn •J. rhomson of 
the "~ni. vers-':.ty of ·risc"nsir... I h'l--e coll.ected ';_chens 

fr::>m r.12.ny C..T8'lS il''. t!::.-~ ::i~cky ;·o 1 ~-'1t?. i!1S '3.nd. i.n the G~.SC'3.des 

of Orec::on ::tnd 'Jashington, nost ---.y S'"'ecifi.ed "er::!it. 
ThertJ:::~CJre, I ~r.: :-.:Y::cr-'" of botn : · e h'lr :i ine2s re r: uired of 

flor'l 2.n 1 L:u.'1<1. th ·~t inb.-::.l::it t~ese re." iorrs c:.!'ld the 

fr -:--i..- ~. ty to d:>. r:v.:. ,-~e or d.ic:turb.::.nce other t'h:> n t:te 

·rherefore, I st:ron;-ly ur.=-e th': t the Semi eli !TR.tione.l 
~Iild:!.ife Refl_1£e of A:.?.sk:>., nine "sl .., r.is :::~r: · ~ :::•1b:-:erced 

lands surro'm 'inc th'" r:-ro-~CJ, '"_--y;roxi_c "'. tely 2. tot :1. l of 
256,0~J acres, be de~i~n~ted ~il_derness. 

Sincerely yours, 

, ,, ~ . '7 (.,,., .t:, 
·.~-\.L"' · \ ~ L~o.-c - ) vL..:!J(.,~ 

1895 JvyHood Dri ~te 

Athens, Georc; 3. 306·Jl 

James D. Landrum 
President 

, 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

L Of 
"port fis;,erfes and Wildlife 

ureau .... 0 RECEIVE 

MAR 2 01973 
()ttice of the Area DirectOr 

k!Cborage, Alaska 

915 Will Rogers Drive 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
March 13, 1973 

A 

74074 ~ 

~ -

-.- ---- This letter is written in response to your recent hearing~
~ -c.oncerning the Semidi Wilderness in Alaska, anc! it is requested --

that it be·. made a part of the record thereof. I support- the---
=--= ...,_,..~.~posal to set aside the 256, 000-acre wildlife refuge for in--. -

•. ::.--.:. . .:.-, --- -

- · elusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. I under
stand that the sea is not technically within the refuge and that 
commercial fishing could continue within the waters of the··area. 

Sincerely, 

I / ji~~ 
Billy ~Wallace, PE 

BCW:csr 
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BOGUE & WEEKS 
LAWYERS e .. .. ~.,...,.,.;'J \JJ •., .r ' · ;ro::c ·'NA'Ii~t:'SANK OF' SOUTH DAKOTA BU ILDING 

I< E C E I V E ' VERMIL.L.JON,SOUTH DAKOTA 
I!:VI:RI!:TT A. BOGUE 

lo4ARTIN "M__l~>-O .. E 6i. 261!;1 - -~~.fi~% -
ARTH\'j';i'L.RJscH- ~~'!:. ~~:J - ~ ~.:J7.; 

Area Director 

O!tice ct 1:~c Area -D:rac:or 
And1orc:;Je, Alc:;ka 

February 26, 1973 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

• A 

TELI!:~HONI!: ez""·2ell~ 

AREA COOl!: e05 
..-·. 

Dear-Sir, Re: Semidi Wilderness 

.... ::..~·...~; .write.......tbi.fi...J..Q.t.ter in ~support ...of -the recommendatio~s-.... ofu.th~:.Eish:. ......... _ ... 
and Wildl~fe Service for the establishment of the Semidi Wilderness. : __ 

·, .. Whil·e:-the-se -islands already .are classified as a wil9.life preserve and _ 
are ~-qu:t-ee-=inCIC'ces-sabl;e to mankind, ·I believe that ··it is •useful to.:-i~lude- :1 r 

th'en\ · crs--crpa-rt- -of -the national wilderness system for two reasons; vi~-:-'-·- --
- (·l:~s.stmlYJ$1FOC""e'm.tltarPtly qual:ify, ·~and- (:Z~ the wilderness c1assif1eation ..:.dern 
will provide · them ·additional protection from development and- commercial~ __ 
ization by some ·unexpected means in the future. = ':"' .1: ~ - r.e 

· ... __ I' "an\""'"f.:I:rm!y ""Ct:1nvinced that whatever remains · of the -wi-ld~ land~·~o£ ... ~ ... - · ,.._ 
the earth .should .$.() remain in the future, not only for the ·preservation.:. __ 
ancf-wel"fare""''f" .. ottr-fellow creatures, but for ·the welfare· and preser~ti:on •·=· 
of man himself. 

- - Kindly record . ..my..,~support for the Fish and Wildlife Service: proposal ___ .... 
and·make--this letter a ·part of your record at the public hearing ~ :On t-he-:_.;.-~ 
20th day of February, 1973. 

Yours truly, 

MW:kb 



I I 

Mr. GordOn W. Watson 
· Alaska Area Director 
~~P.au of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

5307 Nevada Avenue, NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20015 
March 16, 1973 

Thank you for sending the brochure on the Semidi Wilderness Study; 

. . I. -~~4 like to_ express my support for your proposal to include all- -of 
-·-this- refuge in the Wilderness System • 

. As-a.prime nesting ground for seabirds, · it is habitat that is rare ·enough 
.. in thes~ . 'bin\es. n should have the added protection of being included-~=-~~ . e ..... the Wlld~:iness System. 

I look forward to spending sane time in Alaska some day--as many friends 
,-.-h~ve..Al.h_eady:-done--to see as many -species of birds as possible on -the!r -• -..:: 

- -. nesting grounds. A trip around these islands--if this turns out to be 
feasible, e.g., with a fishing boat--would be a highlight • 

. l Eealize .the waters surrounding the islands are not technically inciuded
_in the: ,W~lde,p1ess designation. However,' since fishing is done here with-·=

=~;.,J:ioa.,~,.. ... :f.Ol'lle attention should ·be paid to regulating use of· the wat-er&
"" -so .. no oil or "trash or acts of man could ·lessen the wildetness quality of =

the islands. 

The use of motorboats and planes by the Fish & Wildlife Service should be 
permitted f~r patrol and surveillance and study purposes. 

~-Please include this letter in the Hearing Record. - . _ .. ___ -

Thanks. 

0~ w~~.-P J ·. 

Vee Weggel ~q-----
Member, Sierra Club National Wildlife Com.ittee 

,... 

as 
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M.AR b · fS73Y 
Office of the Area Dirxro.· 

AndlorcJe, .C.J;;:sl.;;, 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
813 D street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Director, 

4639 133rd Ave SE ~·..-.-j 
Bellevue, Washington 98006· 
March 1, 1973 

7 
.-..f._.~- ...... 

-"..., _ We understand that the Fish and Wildlife Service has ___._._:= 
_,.,_ .... .: ___ r....e.oonpne_u.d.ed that tne islands and the submerged J..a.nds:-of::-:the...: 

SedidiNational Wildlife Refuge be set ~side as a ~ 
. - part of the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

--~~~e would like to add our support and voice to this -J . 

= - --propo-sal. We hope that the Semidi Refuge will- -gain - ~- -
~Ail :a.n~ the addi tiona! pro.tection that the Wildernesa::.AD.:t"n v: ~il~ .til.d- ""'l.e 

gives to our wild areas. 

. e. Most sincerely, . < 

:::1J#,JtU ~v~ 
-- ~~ - -

·~Toma w. Weir, M. D. 
~ . -?j (;) Wt., . 

Kr·stina H. Weir 
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BURDETTE E. WHITE. F.P.S.A. 
. \ N11111ralist- Photographer 

P. 0. BOX iR6 

IDYLL WILD, CALIFORNIA 92349 

H~tt.ELIOI)u"611.~!)rtl'l~I\Cries ana W;lcii:r~ . h 6 t 1973 
j · E C E l V E oJ Hare 
.. '!·' I • , 

Hdp Prevent 'The CTUd and 
Sn~&dt&& Dt&truction of Our 

J\lativt Wildlife! 

--= 

MAR 1 L. 197:~ 
. t the Area· Director Ott•c:e o 
f,slchor«!Je, Alosk.a 

Area Director 
U. s. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

.Dear Sir: 

Please add our Toices to those who are requestin~ the 
.$EUIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE and its adjacent submeried 
lands be included in ~ur National Wilderness PreserTation 
System. 

, &~ -~ _ ~ Although there may be no immediate threat to· the ruige~ 1
" • 

~ -Semidi Islands and ite associated wildlife, our obserTatibns -
· W ~--- · in Alaska and especially in the lower "48" indicate such ' .... - ' 

.,..wild and remote natural treasures aren it necessarily- immune-
from the destructive exploitation of profit-seeking int'ereste . .. 

_And , while no p~rticular desiin is focused on this area, it 
would seem the easiest opportunity we shall have tb accord it 

~ b ;easonable perpetuation and continuing sanctuary for the-
- .. fabplou:s concentrations of nelagic birds and other marine -

-~~t~r.·-~~~jt!~~~ ~s well a s simply to preserve in its pristine cha~acter-
.... .,.,6 _ • !' •& .-unique s~mple of our 6rea tor'S wonderful handiwotkt n ~ 

Please include this humble expression in the current 
hearin~ record being accumulated concerning the future statue 
ot the Semidi Islands. 

• 

, . .;: 

, 



'W"\ "' ' c . , ct ~':l:Jrt fl~.,:.ries cnc. 1 011
' 633 S. BERRY PINES RD. 

LJ,CC~ tl .E C E l V E L) RAPID CITY, S. OAK. 57701 
._ ." 

M~R 1 91973 
. . t the Area Director 

Otitce 0 .. 1~\(.Q 
~~g.II.L"' • March 14, 1973 

. Gordon w. Watson, Alaska Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 D' Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

4?3 

Thank you for calling my attention to the 

widerness pDDposal for the Se~idi National Wildlife 

~.E-~ ....R,e..t'ug~ , Alaska. Although I was unable to attend tbe ·· 

hearings , I am strongly in favor of the propoaal, 

.. , 3~'1!~--&\lld_ I there.fore urge tbat all of ·the Semidi National;.-.- "' ~ -

_ ,,_ Wildli,fe Refuge be designated as uilderness and · -

41t tncluded within the National Wilderness .Presergation 

_system. 

, 

Please include my letter in the hearing record, 

and please acknowledge its receipt. 

Ve;;;;;:;;·4 
Nathaniel Whitney, M.D. 
633 South Verry Pines Road 
Rapid City, South Dakota 57701 



·--

... .......... .... ... \._; ' 

R~~ -;: £-,-v-·'e 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife 
813 D Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

77 South Ogden 404 
Denver, Colorado 80209 
February 21, 1973 

--13e'-ing -somewhat familiar with the Bureau's excellent management 
of our wildlife sanctuaries in various parts of the 11 lower 48 11

, I 
was happy·to learn that your studies concluded that the Semfli 
National Wildlife Refuge qualified for inclusion in the Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

I think that this designation is an excellent opportunity to point 
-out the necessity for protection of submerged lands which surround .. 
and are part of -an ecosystem. I fully support your wilderness 
recommendation for Semidi. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Widman 

1 r ,"':_•() i._: ~· n 
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.k< "~ j_,' (1_ • 

MRS. EDWARD P. WILLIAMS 
CRoss TREES HILL . RO:AD 

ESSEX, COf'l"!~G-r:I~UT 06426 " -

{)c~ r 

k) r..,_.~ ':::l h 
I ll i.UVL 

J~ 11/-J -~<.--/; 
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,..- 1./_ .·.1 
{,··'(_.~ ~ vl.__:)ryr 
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~.,l.J;•...V!~ 

I 



"l 

I .e 

. . 

L ·~ ~~/ ~r~t~ .. ~ ~- " -
-u ' /, J ~ _, 

k...J T""'-> IA..J.•tc/.,,~ (/.<'"'7~)k - . . 
. ' 

c.~· J, . . 
~,c_C:J~?-~ 

,. 

( t.l.w .U~~C?d]t.~) .. 
/' 

• 

•' 



/72 
D. W. Williamson, D. 0. 

Telephone 837-6224 812 Miller Ave. 

... 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sports, Fisheries and Wildlife 
813 non Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Sunnyside, Washington 98944 

February 21, 1973 

t"''""'~u oi ·"" .,. l-
~ . ..~ ..... ' ·i:.l:.:nes UPQ \\'I'' -""' 

R f C ''"''''e f j v f ' 

F~B '"' ,, 
· - G 0 1873 

Ottice of t~e Areo Director 
And:orc::~e. ~~ 

I woul~like _ to speak in support of the designati~. 

of Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness refuge 

- :; . 
- , ·~-:-:- :: and lend my support ·to all the peoples who are -- interested .- - -,.~.---- ::--..::~, ::!,...,.. 

---- .-..... -· ..... 

in preserving this area in a wilderness state. 

- From what I know of this area, I believe it to be an 

important reflge for wildl .ife, especially the birds • . I~ is . --=~== -

a natural home for several of our endangered species, -and it 
' ~ouJd appear to me that the inclusion of this area as a wild~ .~~ ....,. .. ... ·-

..... ~t:.J~,; li.fe .. refuge would not .curtai 1 access to any major .p.etrol.elJDI ~-!;~=- ... .a.i 

: mineral resources and would, therefore, be an economically -ro 

sound move. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

DWW/pb 

. . ... . ·. 
' ~ 

~ 
~ ,-
!;' 

~ ·;" 
lJ. ..:.: 

Sincerely yours,. ~~·- · 
fi) -4/ -7~&:. jJ, 7 
A/~ '/P'~£&~~'!'~~.)/6(../ 

D. W. Williamson, D. 0 • 





-----
-

1 

• I .l..J 

L 

.. 

- ~ 

.,. . 



---

• - ,_ 

, . 

ttA.«.-

MAR -~ 1973 • ·· 
Ottice of lhe Aroo D\rqctor 
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Section XV: CCJ.1M.JNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

.INDE..{ 

PART D: lETTERS RECEIVED AFfER mE CLOSE OF 1HE HEARING 

Nilson, Barbara A. , Rt. 2 Box 54, Potmd Ridge, NY 1056 7. 



• 
APR 1 ~ 1973 

. Office of lhe Area Director . 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Area Director 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries 

& Wiilldlife 
813 D Street~ 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Rt. 2 Box 54 
Pound Ridge, N.Y. 10576 
April 13, 1973 

I would like very much to state rr.y support for the inclusion 
of the Semidi ~ational Wildlife refuge into the National 
Wilderr1ess Preservation System. The submerged lands surrour..ding e this island wildlife sar..ctuary should be included as well. 

I am suggesting this for twc reasons namely: The refuge is haven 
for millions of seabirds some of which such as the pelagic bird 
colonies require a wilderness condition to survive. Also, 
the 9 rocky islands are a haven unto themselves for the many varities 
of seabirds. These islands, which are so inhospitable to man, are 
of no value with the cxceptionof commercial fishin~ which takes 
place now. The sea, hoKever, is not technically within the realm 
of the refuge. 

Sincerely, 

/I A . .., / .. 
r...~J C"~~~- // • ..... / .... '(,_ f..?:-:r:J.'--" .. 
Barbara A. Nilson (Mrs.) 
bn 
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