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. CARIBOU SURVEY, SOUTHERN AIASYA PENINSUIA HERD, . c;: :' .. 
' 14-15 January 1983 
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Introduction 
. .j i ''; ' )' .. \ \..~ 

PM Ba.ivis .(pilot/observer) arid, WB Dau (observer) perfonred ithe,·~:mpj~;·S:U.W~Y: 
during 6. 5· hours'. of flight t.iire on 14 Januar~i and- 4 •. o hours 'of flight' tilre on ' 
15· January •. T.he 14 January effort was terminated near the Cathedral RiVer• , · · .. 
A void·· in'· caribou ·distribution -existed: froriLthe· 1-bffet .. · Lagoon; :weU~;.:!tp··:the .. 
lowlands :north of Pavlof·. Bay, hence, we believe there was mo-.:eX,change'of ·ani
nals or overlap in O\Jr counting efforts over the two day J;eri,od. 

Climatic Conditions 

. ,,· 

Survey conditions were ideal with c:omplete SIDW cover and little or n6 wind on 
roth survey days. Air temperatures were in the 20-25°F range. Izembek Lagoon, 
during this :p:rriod, was 85 to 90% ice covered and all lakes had ice and:snow :· 
cover. Light conditions varied with a slight overcast being best for S:pJtting 
animals. 

Survey Results 
I 

A total of 5,641 caril:x::>u in 227 separate groups were observed durfng;the stir- . 
·•.,;rey. (Tables 1 and 2) T.he largest herd was a loose assemblage of 420 animals ·. 
observed between Outer Marker and the Grant Point road~ · . The a,verage J group size : · · 
,was 24.9 caril:x::>u. · · · ··· 

• ~ ~:; ' • ' ~-/ i ,· 

··~ -" ,- _-.' ' ._;- ·::.·;·. ·, 

We felt we had very good coverage south of. a line from :the _Bla,ck, Hills to :the . 
north side of Pavlof Bay. From the David Ri·ver to Herendeep Bay and south to:>. 
Canoe Bay, willow (Salix sp.) becarre nore connon in mixture: with: alder.~;~(Alnus> ~:·. 
sp.) Willow, due to the retention of leaves, gave the terraih a nore :·.•.]:)lotch:i':·:. _.· 
appearance and it was in such areas that nost of the caril:x::>u ~e obServe:d• ·. ' 
T.hey were difficult to s:pJt and we feel our nunibers (i.e~ ·46.2 6a:d.bbu.for:t.he · .. · .· 
areas in question) could be 30-50% low. T.he survey area and survey 'un;l.ts (~p· 
areas) are shown in Figures 1 and 2 a,b. 

Another . cari}x)u survey on 2 3 r:ece.rl'lb& by RN Sarvis and ARM Nunn: cqvered. a J;Cr:-: 
tion of the _area surveyed on 14 January. (i.e. rrap areas 2-i2f 14-15)~ . Ori 23 
December 4 ~ caribou were observed by a combination of ocular and_ photogra-

. '< 

phic rrethods. T.he sane area contained 4, 352 caribou on 14 Januru::y. -Only local· 
novements were thought to occur during the interum, hence, the· close .. agreerrent , · · 
in nurrbers probably suggests an accur~te :pJpruation level. · · ·· 

Incidental Observations 

Ten (10) ~1 ves were obse:r:ved on the survey in groups of 7, 2 arid 1 with a11· being • · .. ·· 
from ·Jackson Lagoon to Herendeen Bay. T.he group of 7 was on one of the three (3) 
caril:x::>u kills seen during the tw::>-day survey. T.hese kills were natural (i.e. non-- · 
hunting) nortalities. 
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··. •-· •. fJ;~r~tE:·~~t:-~·- Resul~4~ ~~l~ia~~ SUrvey .. ····· • , ., ...•.. 

· .· .Gioup/s •No.area) · Number of Animals Location 
,,··, 

' , ' .... 
. . , -~·/. 

. ~·' '' •. ···~ , .. : ~::: '., 

'1 1 '"':. 

i; {1) 
, , 2 _·(2) 

3 (3) 
. 4 (4) 

17,55,41,14,3,31,7 
35,55,22 
46,27,21 

West of Paul Hailson Lake 
S.E. of Sti:~ Pt. 
N. of Kinzarof 'iagoon 

5 (5) 
, '6, (5) 
, 7 '·(6) 

8 (6) 
. 9 '(.7). 
10, (8) 

·' 11 (7) 
' 12' (7) 
n:,· (8) 

'14,)9) 
'15 (10) 

·,16 .J,ll) 

, ' 

19 < (13) 
,, 20;':(14).' 

2,36,38,13,47 
10,77,184,28 
35,19,24 
49,14,22 
29,25,6 
73,57,12,29 
70,90 
46,5 
27,14 
17,57,35,40,420 
80,115,150,11,32 
13,36,12,31,110 
12,7,70,10,63,29,65,12,11, 
13,82,59,24,45,23,3,41,52, 
26,11,9,13,4 
45,30' 
10~32,56,52,80,57,130,31, 
3,55,145,40,'3,5 
5 " 

s. of Blaine pt. 
E. of OPl 
Pintail Lake & loop 
Kinzarof Road area 
Swan Lake 
W. of POl 
Outer I-1arker 
Blirm Lake 
VOR Lake area '· ... 
Between OM/Site ·roads 
w~ of Site ~q 
Near AF Site , ' 
Baldy Village.·.~ area 

Trout Creek 
M:lrtensen Marsh. ,area 

Thin Point 
Frosty Creek to s. End 

.· .. 21-, {15) 
15,7,48,5,3,16,15,4,17,12 
5,7,24,28;23,6,19,3,12,4, 
2,4,3,9,10,4,26,2,26,75,14 
51,48,20,1~10,3,3 

Big Lagoon/M:lrzhovoi Lake/Sout 

22 '(16) 
23 (17). 

.· 24 ·, (18 )_ 

. :: .. 

19,7 
35,43,30 

Refuge b:nmdary. 
S. !vbrzhovoi Village 
Right-Hand Vall~y 

I. '; 

· · · · S~total for AREAS 1-18 139 groups, 4,795 caribou (34..~/grp) 

14,9,13,16,14,7,5,7,13,1,3, · N/NW Pavlof ~y'Marsh 
17,3,22,14,1,3,20,7,11,2, 

26 ,(20) 
24 
2,6,2,5,8,16,12,5,23,15,2, 
6,50,5 

',• 27· .. (21) 2, 7,10,10,2,11,3,13,2,4,8, 
.. -~ 2,30,23,52;2, 7,8,6,2,2 

'.~,'28 ,(22) 1,6,15,1,2,,56 
: 29'(23) 3,14,3,3,8,5,3,2,2,4,6,2, 

'• ~,1~6,12,2,23,4,23,17,13 
' ' 3((''(24) 11,5, 2 ' 

Jackson/Chinart]an, Lagoon 

David River area 

!vbuth of Sapsuk River 
W. Herendeen Bay 

Canoe Bay area 
88 groupsi 846 caribou (9•6/QIOOP) ... · 

5,641 caribou/227 grc)~ (24.9 caribou/group) Range: l-420 
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',·"''''····Table 2. TOtal Caril:ou Seen per Map Area, 14-15 January 1983 . 

(,'w• 

:_;i;·'} 

f. 

, r'~ 

:·~;~ '':~.., ,r/1{ ~· 

2. 

3 

4 

"..5 

6 
·., 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

.18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

'.IDI'AL 

,;#' .. ,. 

. No. of Groups 

7 

3 

3' 

5 

7 

6 

10 

7 

5 

5 

23 

14 

1 

IO 

21' 

7 

2 

3 

22 

14 

21 

6 

22 

3 

227 

Total cclril:ou Seen i' ., 

168 

112 

94 

136 

377 

145 

338 

729 

. '388 

202 
(A 

684 

699 

5. 

142 
., 

306 

136 
·-

26 

:108. 

226 
•. 
' 

"· 
157 

. 206 

81 

158 

18 

5,641 
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