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·:~ I. ~!;_hods: 
~\ --
~·. An indication of duck production in Interior Alaska i.e:; derived from ground 
F ob!lervations on two study areas. Tlli:; is the ninth year brood counts have 
R: been made on four la]~ge lakes near Tetlin and the seven.th year 011 thLcty-four 
r~ lakes of various shes near Fort Yukon (see tables). The Fort Yukon data are 
··· repre~Hmtative of the average Interior habitat and the Tetlin data represent 

a smaller more specialized area that is capable of very high production. 
observations are made either from a canoe or from shore and the same method 
is used each year. 

Anders Hahn Joen.sen of the Vildtbiologisk Station, Ronde, De~~rk participa
ted in the enti"ce project this year_. 

·II. ~eather and Habitat Conditions: 

Spring was early and dry over most of the duck breeding habitat in Alaska this 
year. In western Alasl~ (stratum 37) water levels in the lakes were normal 
but in much of the Intecior .(stratum 38) pond levels we•e doyJU. June and July 
were extremely dry in the Interior and on the Yukon Flats lakes continued to 
dry up. Forest fires raged through the Interior in the worst fire season since 

. 1957. Preliminary figures indicate that som;a·;.:hing in excess of three rrlllion 
a·cres burned this year compared to five million acres in 1957. Fires began 
about the 20th of May and continued throug..~ July althou3-.l-t by the end of July 
wet: "leather had stopped the spread of fires in most areas. Smoke was extt·emely 
thick in June and broug..h.t VFR flying to a standstill several ti,me:J. Nearly 
one-third of the Yukon Flats burned during this period. Some nests 1vere un-

.doubtedly burned but duck broods were observed on most lakes within the burn 
area. None of the thirty-four lakes where we conduct brood counts are within 
the burn; hmveve.r, water levels were down about one foot in all lakes and nine 

iOf the thirty-four lakes or 22% had dried up completely. Lakes not dried up 
.• appeared to be in optimum condition for ducks. Water levels in general .are 
·still above what they were in 1960 •. Cot'''·~rsely water levels in the Tetlin area 
·were up slightly, possibly due to thunder shower activity. On the Yukon Delta 
July was unusually wet following the early, dry spring. 

The net result is that weather and habitat conditions are not uniform or 
:typical rendering an assessment o£ production rather difficult. 

CIII. Waterfowl Production: .------ ·-

LO 
LOI 

[;)I 

'Since the low of 1964 there has been a steady increase in numbers of broods 
!observed on the study plots at Tetlin and on the Yukon Flats. Tile b:ceeding 
;population this year appeared in excellent condition in spite of a marked 
\decrease from the inflated population of 1968. Moderate increases in produc
;~tion of all species was expected. Such increase appears to have occurred in 
mallard, widgeon and lesser scaup. ~ceen-winged teal and canvasbacks see~ to 

1
have held their own and pintail and shoveler may be down somewhat. 

Ml 
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i'l'he brood counts on the Yukon Flats plots were particularly interesting 
~ecause about 27% of the lakes had dried up. 0£ the remaining lakes the 
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medium sized lakes generally produced fewe1· birds than last year and the large 
Vtkes produced much mox-e. In short, there has been a considerable redistribu- · 
tion of the breeding population. Our stud)' areas are not large cnoug.h to be 
sure that we are accurately documenting this redistribution. Even with the 
redu::::ed water areas within the plots there were more broods than we have ever 
recorded before. li; 

t IV. Conclasion: 

I I r ~is qui:e-cle!lr. this year that our sampling techniques, dependent as they 
;. are on the efforts of only one person, are i:1adequate to show a true picture 

I 
~ of what is occurring. 

flight of dabbling ducks from Alaska 
the number of young in the flight 
especially scaup, are up. 

~-We can safely say, however, that the fall 
'l will be down some from 1-'lst year but that I ~will equal or exceed 1968. Diving ducks, 

'~Preliminary reports from the Yukon Delta indicate conditions and production of 
~~· I }geese about the same as 1968, 
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TABLE B~ 6 ~ ALASKA - COHPARATIVE BROOD COUNTS FROM T\vO STUD'l ARR'1..3 

-------------~- ------------------ ...... 

TETLIN YUKON .J:JAT~---------------

No. of Broods % Change No. of Brood3 % Chm1ga 
from frol'l 

Speci~- 161 .62 163 '64 '65 1 66 '67 '68 '69 1968 1 63 '64 '65 '66 t67 1 68 '69 1968 
----~--------- ... _, _____ ----------... ----------

Mallard 34 1/.f. 23 2 3 9 13 13 10 -23 8 3 9 6 11 19 35 +BL~ 
Widgeon 74 18 23 6 7 36 28 39 47 +21 41 14 39 49 62 88 112 +27 
G. ~<1. Teal 42 30 27 19 16 66 101 103 85 -17 16 7 18 52 47 44 !•8 +9 
Shoveler 2 1 1 7 4 -43 10 3 8 1l 13 21 9 -57 
Pin.tail 19 18 11 4 3 8 21 21 17 -19 30 9 16 19 44 39 26 -33 
Canvasback 14 18 14 2 3 6 9 16 7 -66 8 1 13 15 16 18 18 sam~ 

L. Scaup* 14 2 11 2 10 14 11 44 +300 9 12 lr9 61 65 87 +34 
-----· 

Total 199 101 109 35 32 135 187 210 211+ +2 122 37 115 201 254 291+ 335 +14 

*Scaup hatch not normally completed at time of survey. Scaup note* applies to Tetlin and Yukon Flats areas. 

--- --------~-


