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4 BRIEF SURVEY OF THE TUXEDNI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

As a summer employee of the U. S. Bureau of Sport Fisharies and Wildlife
the author was given the assignment of locating and photographing the major
seabird rookeries of the Tuxedni National Wildlife Refuge. I was also to cole-
lect any information concerning Chisik Island's bird-life, human activities,
mammals, terrain, vegetation, and history which was possivle, Since I spent
only a little over two days on the island relatively little information could
be gatnered, But even so this repert contains enough gereral information t-

ove of use to the first time visiter of the Tuxedni Refuge.

I left Kenai for Chisik Island, located on the west side of Cook Inlet ap-
proximately 60 miles southwest of Kenai, at 7:00 a.m. on July 19, 1556 via
Ardy's Flying Service, The 6 h39 acre Tuxedni Refuee, established in 1809 to
p£otect vast nurbers of colonial seabirds which nest on Chisik's cliffs during
the summer months, consists of all of Chisik Island excluding the Snug Harber
Packing Company. Also included in the Refuge in Duck-Island located off of
Chisik's east shore., Approaching Chisik from the air one is bound to notice
the dark green water surrounding the islaﬁd which is not at all like the brcwn
siltwater in the head of Cook Inlet. During the summer menths these waters
atound in salmon and, according to some Chisik [ishermen, nerring, halibut, znq
Ki&g Cradb sre also pregent.

The Refuge's colonial seszbirds are directly dependen% upon t Li&]&i:lf;
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The island's widest place, located on an east-west axis at the foot of the $00
foot ziiff, is a little over 2 and a quarter miles. Cliffs, ranging from L0
to LOC feet, rise up from the sea all around Chisik. Only the isiand's North
Point has # beach completely void of cliffs, The ¢liffs consist of such soft
rock as sandstone and conglomerate along with harder rock of volcanic origiq;
While such cliffs are excellent places to lock for ammonites and fossilized
mussels.they present a constant danger to anyone walking Chisik'!s beaches at
low water and hot paying close attention to the incomihg tide,

Jacoo Edelman, a 66~year-old-plus fisherman who has wintsred on the island,
told me of having walked the west beach at low tide from the North Point to the
cannery at Snug Harbor in néarly two hours. The beach cn the western side of
Chisik is méstly gravel and slippery, algae covered rocks ar few, Though tae
west beach is good walking one must watch the tidé. The west bteach can be irae-
veled only at low tide and although there are many places to easily climt ab-
ove the cliffs as'the tide comes in, it is still possible to be trapped agaiast
a cliff, Chisik's east beach 1s dangerous, especially the soutnern part.
Slippery boulders ;nd sharp rocks make poor walking while the steep cliffs of-
fer few places for a niker to escape an Zncoming tide. A reef is located on
the islznd's southern most point and accordingz to Mr, Joe Ry Fribrock, owner
of the Snﬁg Harbor Packing Company, anyone on foot should te on the west side
(the cannery side) of the island as the tide starts to cover ihe feef. Mr.
Fribrock's Tather owned the cannefy before nim and as a boy Joe was trapped
on the east side.of the~reef-By an incoming tide and was forced to climb a cliff
and wait for the water to drop before returning home,

A Zoot irail starts at the Snug Harbor Gannerj and runs east past a small

.,

lake, Hiking off this trail is difficult and excedingly slow. Mr. Fribrock
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spoke of a University of Michigan student who hiked to the island's nighest
1
poin% 5y climbing the mountain from the west beach. Upon reaching the summit
fogged closed-in and he was forced to fight his way soutnh through dense alders
efore reaching Snug Harbor 8:hours later. Judging from my expérience in

Chisik's thick alders and -studying the rugged terrain on Loth the east and
west side of Chisik's peak there is no easy, or especially safe, way to reach
alopine éreasAon foot., The alders, according to Mr. Fribrock, are covered with
snow iﬁ “*he winter and can be hiked cver, 3ut durring the.summer months the
most favorsble way to travel from one side of the island to the other and cb-
serve bird-life is by boat. .

Thanks to Mr. Jack Cremin. , who has had a I{ishing camp on the Tuxedni
Naticnsl Wildlife Réfugé for at least L years, I was able tn get around <he

island, ™r. Cremin's flshing site is one of four located on the Tuxedni Re=

fuge, v, Fr....sv-ock furnlshed the fol.owmg information( see map):

Location of Fisn Site . Name of Owner Home Town of GCwner
1~ West Beach . Joe Munger Silver Salmon ireek
2~ Nerth Point Jack Cremin Anchoraze
" 3~ North Point @@= Ed Edelman Soldatna
U~ Nortn Point - .. Jacob Edelman Clam Gulch
oL addressed

'3ur1q5 tﬁe sum=er uhe abov= men can te contacted by mailAC/C Snug Harbor Pacie

ng Compa nj, Selccv1a, Alaska. Thelr fishing sites include permanent struct-

4

4

ures and'a small tractor which is used on *he North Point to haul setnets.

The abcve fishermen use setnets and though Ilill-gUIllvmotS and cormorants ara

‘caught in tue nets, I doubt if the few blrds lost in this manner is negetively

affecting ”h‘51x's seabirdse

<

5 to 11 feet in

The island is densely covered with alders ranging froa
neirhte Alders grow in deep ravines, gentle slopes, and svan on large, steep

talus slopes. Inbetween the alders salmonverry, elderberry, and devil's club

3



s<rm a Jense tangle. In open areas, which arg lew, rfrasses grow along with

z few willowse. £ few lone spruce can he found towering acove the =zliders zul

srly in two areas does the spruce dominsiz, Cn the kertli Point a 2CC acre
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oot spruce grows. Ancther stand of spruce, this one much smzller,

crows on the west besch near the cszdbin, pBoth of ihese spruce siandés nave
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I1's olyv znd bunchverry. COn the east zhore
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cf *h- North Peint a stand cf cotiorwocd, LU feet in neigint, growe alrng the
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Leo<! - m-re. over the Toaedni Channel CuLlonwood, aluaer, z2nd spruce iresc
e Foooll Fo'nt on the msziniandl.Alders on the Rerth Peint. Hote the setnet
covered -nisix is on the right, on the teach in the foregrowid,

s\

Hest plene:n on wheels land on the teach just nortn: of Snug Harbdor
‘2i~ts must de careful when landing since the *ower portion of the beac: ¢

coft mid znd zravel while much of the upper beach is sieep and covered with
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teulicra. Cnly the experienced should use the restricied Snug’
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nainis o sears, 2150 server as = U, S, Post Cffice, A short wave radic i=
located in ~he store’s Lack office. Cre dces net rnced te £ly-in 2nd carry
all of 5is f.od since the cannery's store is well stocked if one is willing

o pay e higher pricas.

[N

“r. Joe Tridrock, owner of Inug Harbor Prexing Company, greats newcomers
with a2 smile aven if he has been without sleer for two days attempiing to keep
ap Witk a flocd of fish during this exception2lly good salmon season. The
riorcess spend theif winters in Sezttle znd summers at Snug Hartor.e Mr.
Fribrock, Wwio has a geology degree, hacs speant many swmners on chisixk and has
made many interesting observaticns of the island!s bird-life. To any visi‘er
on Chisik Islsznd Joe ?ribrack is 2 =zource si such nformation, assistance,

and perhars =z da2licious meal.

(]

alving with Mr. Fribrock I learned that his cannery was Zullt by the

®

same Pszlmer afterwhich tre town of Pzlirer, Alaska wzs nzmel. The cannery

-

Wwas orizinszlly consuirucisd to process clams bubt became a szlznern cannery 3uD=-

plied with £ish from irsps, one of which was locatea on Chisik ITsland near
Duck Izl-nd ribrock stated that ne has observed kiitlwskes drive Zail
Eacles ipnh: Tuxedni Cnannel when the eagles approach too 2lase o the nestin

caifls,” Tue kittiwaxes dive at the ezjzle with some gulls zraching eagle fea-

2yt

3

thers wlien tne oppurtunity arises. About 8:years ago, as the Fridreck family

can ' est recall, a fellow attempted to trap falcons for the Y. Z. Air Force

Acaczmy. Accorasing to Mr, Fribrock and the store masager e nad a2 permit Lo
z.rcns, however was unsuccesful altnough he cusarved £-lcons on the i:-

> - e T
L .t

Iand a.: Locszted an eyrie on the larpe clifl zcro:

(u

H



5. Balcf Eagles, Gryfalcons, Vz.olet Green Swal-
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face where kittiwakes are few and absent. One can only guess whether or not %&
. .

these ireaks in the rcokery are of any sign:ficance to the bird's social

organization. Five Horned Puffins were observed high in the cliff in the areaz

on the west side of Rookery # 1 where few ﬁlttmwakes nest. Glaucous-winged

-~

s v g i 10

.

\

Gulls rested on the'cliff tops.above the Black-legged Kittiwakes.
Tﬁe cannerv s store manage . cne of the two men who winter at the cannery,
atated that the kxttlwakes arrive within a few day period arcund.larch.lZ.
The birds are raxely more than a week early or late. Baply-in October-the
k&%tlwakeswleave the 1sland. “In the spr ag, according to Mr. Fribrock, the
s s S
kittiwakes 4111 walt for an unusually low tide before buildling their nests.

Late comers get tbe*r mud ;rom a small ;resh water lagocn 20CG yards south ol

e

tqe cannery When the low. tlde cones 3 coqstant strVug =% Lirds can be senn

going and reuurnlng,tc~the nestlng "¢*f.. The kittiwaxe:, with grass in treir

cll,s, flv to the\mudflats and ro” thla grcss in the +... The birds keep

making .r1p= to tre nudf‘nt.untll.enough material is collected and the nests

are comple;ea.‘ : o

B
-

Orporite Rookery # 1 a s%rean pours into tae Tuxedni Cha““el. A 2=14
Eagle nests rear this siream and at low tide kittiwakes can be cbserved con-
gregating 2t the stream's mouth.

Alder-ccvered Chisik Ibland offers excellent cover for many species of

Passerine birds during the summer montns. I saw Eigé&gggggegkg Godden~crouz-

ed Srarroy and“ﬁ“Small.vellcw uaralep-ahachvsouiJvne%waewﬂo'z tively “identi="
fisd, ":r. ‘rlbrcck ....d Mr, G*em:.n both reported J’lat the Ii',;"éom Ptarmigan .

and»iggggz:frouse a{gﬁgresent on the Refuge. The Sgsun§¥3¥635e ig=limited

to a2 small _stand of spruce trees on the North Point. while tlie.Willow Ptarmi=--.

gan.ﬁindswmnzhhaﬁ;the—islan&-offering~usablemhabitat.uﬁmh
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" pesilng an the ¢liff's ‘op. This rookery is similar to # 1 both in the pre-
¥ ~
. M »
i sence oI nesting gulls and in the lccation of the majority of nests on ledges.

Rookery # P.x is smaller tn an # 3 but 15 still a good size nesting coclony., A
fow Glauccus inged Gulls were noted abcve the kit .’wékés. In eacn of tre
Refugels four 3lack -1=zgcd r.:.tthe:e rookeries the eg:s nad : atched and the
dcwnv "oun:; usuallj cne or two, could } be found in pract*cally every nest.

At 1l:00 a.m, on July 21, 19'6 Andy la“aeu for the rﬂturn flig
¥ationzl Wilde

.. and 2n all to brief vicit to Chisik Island endsd. The Tuxadal

life Eefuge is unicue. located in a wilderness known mainly to 2 few fisher-

’J- ’

men during the summer months, the Tuxedni Zefuge is still lar:ﬁl unstudied,
Its rugred terrain and colonial seatirds offer 2 spectacular siznt not szsily

forgotten, -

Library

US. Fish & Wildlife Service -
1011 E. Tudor Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99502
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