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ABTSTRACT: A survey of white-fronted geese (Anser albifrons) and· 
Canada geese (Branta canadensis) was conducted on 69.0 miles of Dulbi 
Slough in Alaska. Seven hundred and eighty seven adult and 287 young 
white-fronted geese,_22 adult Canada geese, and one adult snow goose 
and new young snow geese (or possibly snow goose X white-fronted goose 
hybrids) were observed. 

NARRATIVE.:_ 
0 

1 
M Introduction; A survey of the goose populations on Dulbi Slough in the 

I ;1 

f8 Koyukuk NWR in Alaska was conducted to develop trend data on those 
~ population~. Dulbi Slough provides important habitat in the Koyukuk 
0 NWR for two goose species, the white-fronted goose (Anser albifrons) 

I 
g and the Canada goose (Branta £gngg~i~). 
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I r-- I . '· : M:J' Study Area and Methods: Dulbi Slough was surveyed for 69. 0 miles, 

I , M starting at its northern most outlet from Boat.Lake and continuing 
_ downstream to the mouth of Dulbi Slough. The river was surveyed using 

an Avon inflatable raft and a 6 h.p. Evinrude outboard motor. Access 
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to and departure from the study area was made in a Cessna 180 equipped· 
with floats. Observations were made using lOX: binoculars. Goose brood 
species, size, and age class were recorded. Since combined broods were 
often observed, the mean hatching date was calculated fbr individuals 
instead of broods. Birds one year old and older were classified as 
adults. Incidental avian and mammalian species were also recorded. 

Results and Discussion; Seven hundred and eighty seven adult and 287 
young white-fronted geese, 22 adult Canada geese, one adult and two 
young snow goose, (or snow goose white-fronted goose hybrids) and 14 
unidentified adult geese were observed. The young creme colored geese 
identified as snow geese young were observed in a group of 35 
white-~ronted goose young. The parents of the young are not known but 
at least one was assumed to be the adult snow goose that was observed 
near by. 
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Most of the geese were observed in the upper parts of the slough. The 
upper 55% of the slough contained 93% of the adult and 90% of the young 
white-fronted geese and all of the Canada and snow geese observed. 

Management Recommendation::, The combination o.f. a rubber raft· and a 6 
h·.p~ outbo'ard motor was too slow to overtake' goose broods in a 
reasonable distance. Goose broods were able to outswim or outrun the 
raft and hide in the vegetation on the banks before an accurate age 
classification could be made. There were times when geese could not be 
overtaken and were pushed downstream for a mile before they would hide 
in the bank vegetation. A larger outboard motor or a faster boat is 
needed. A 9.9 h.p. motor and a rubber raft or a 6 h.p. motor and a 
square stern canoe would be fast enough. 

Tablg l. h'atg;cfoHl b:t:Qod ~Z~-~~-Dulbi Sl.,Qugb during 7-8_!l!:!ly_l.2.8..6_ 
S~te~iee X s n Ran.g,e__. 
white-fron.goose 5.5 3.82 a 2-13 
snow goose 2 1 
mallard 9.0 0.00 2 
northern pintail 4.8 2.50 46 2-14 
American wigeon 6.1 1.86 35 2~10 
northern shoveler 7.0 2.83 2 5-9 
green-winged teal 7.2 2.59 26 2-12 

Table 2. Number and Age Class of ~terfoHI_young c~ified on tbe 
Dulbi Slough during 7-8 July_l~~ · 
Species IA IlL__I_C __ I.IA_ ____ I IIL __ -.l I.,_.C=--_ill ___ _ 
white- fron. goose 0 4 5 97 18 0 0 
mallard 0 0 0 ia 0 0 0 
northern pintail 10 21 0 67 48 54 8 
American wigegn 68 86 27 28 0 0 0 
northern shoveler 0 5 9 0 0 0 0 
green-winged teal 86 15 0 53 15 0 0 
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Table 3. Avian and mammalian species observed on t~_Qylbi Slough 7-8 
July 1986. 

Canada goose (Branta canadensis) 
white-fronted goose (Anser albifrons) a 
snow goose (chen caerulescens) a 
mallard (~ platyrhynchos) a 
northern pintail (Anas acuta) a . 
American wigeon (Anas americana) a 
northern shoveler (Anas clypeata} a 
green-winged teal (~ Qrecca) a 
northern harrier (Circus cyaneu~) 
bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocepbalus) 
lesser yellowlegs (Tringa flayipes) a 
spotted sandpiper (Actitis macularia} 
mew gull (Larus qanus) a 
Bonaparte's gull (Larus philadelphig) a 
Arctic tern (Sterna ~radisaea) 
belted king fisher (Ceryle glQyQD) 
bank swallow {Riparia ripari§) 
common raven (Corvus corax} 
rusty blackbird (Euphagus carolin~) 

Beaver (Castor canadefiQi~) 
black bear (EuarQtQa gmericanus) a 
moose (Alces alqes) a 

a young observed. 


