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An Indication of duck productian in Interior Alaska is derived from
oround cobservations on two study areas in the Interior. This is the sixth
year that broed counts have been made on four large lakes near Tetlin and the
fodrth year that data is avalilable from 34 lakes of various sizes on the Yu-
on Flats near Fort Yukcn. (See tables). The Yukon Flata data are fairly
precentative of the average interior habitat and the Tetlin area represents
3 srmaller area of more specialized habftat that is capable of very high pro-
ductAnn when conditions are gocd. Observations are made either on foot or
rom a small cance and the same mothod is used each year for each lake.

Yathods

: Goose production data from the Yukori Delta is supplied by thc Staff of
the Clarence Rhode Hational Wildlife Rangt.

%1. Heather § Habiiat Conditions

. Spring break-up in Alaska with its attendant opening of lakes and melt
1ater run-off has been from one to three weeks later than the long term avers -
)ge for four of the past five years. K Watarfowl on the other hand have con=-
inued to arrive in each area within a day or so of the same calendar date
ach year, If the ice is out and habitat suitable, some specles commence
jesting almost at once. In a late year nesting may be delayed or unsuccess= .
Jue to hunger, flooding, lack of nuitable nest sites, etc,

: This year spring breakeup was again late and in some areas very late
ind nesting delayed. There was, however, very little flooding. On the Yu-
ton Flats thae habitat seema to be in optimum condition with water levels:
)11zhtly lower than last year and considerably lower than in 1964, Shoreline
”d enmergent vegetation is exceedingly lush and rearing conditions appear
'XCel‘ent. Mogt othar arceas are enjoying similar conditions with the excep-
ic- cf the Minto area which was flooded for a long period this year,

1I. aterfowl Production

.  There seems to be some indication that ducks -are adjusting to the cur-
ent trend of later epring nesting conditions. By now a fairly large pro=-.
jortion of our breeding population were themselves hatched in late season.
he tables tell the story. Teal especially, and widgeon and scaup appedr to
Ave had very good production this year. The indications are- that pintail,
Bllard, sheveler and canvasback are up slightly from last year however the
arcles of these species are amall. '

¢  C2l Lensink reports from the Yukon Delta that all speciaes of geese

low increased breod sizes.and that nesting appears to have been consistent-
W Successful.  Less information is available on ducks from the Delta but
QQSL » has the impression tbat they have done better than last year also,
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No, of Broods

i, Chanpge Ho. of Broods - % Chanre

from from

snecles 61 '62 '63 ‘64 '65 6 1865 '63. '8y 'S5 'GE Y9RS
Pintall 13 18 11 4 3 8 +167% 3G 9 16 19 +18%
Mallard 3w 18 23 2 3 . 9 +200% 8 3 ) 6 -33%
diczgeon 74 18 23 6 7 385  +414% 41 14 33 49 +26%

Shoveler 2 1 we  me ee —= 10 3 g8 11 +38%
. G.H, Teal 42 30 27 19 18 56 +313% 18 7 18 57 +169%
‘L. Scaup® 1y 2 1 2 == 10 9 0 12 49 +308%
Canvasback 14 18 14 2 3 6 +100% 8 1 13 15 +15%
Total 199 101 103 35 32 135 +322% 122 37 115 201 +75%

% Scaup hatch not complete at time of surveys,
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