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!1ethods 

~~ lndiea~1oo of duck production in tn~ariar Alaska is derived from 
: ound observations on t~ study aNaa in the Interior. This le the sixth 
yenr that brood counts have been made.oo four large lakes near Tetlin and the 
fou~h year that data is aYailable ~ 34 lakea of various sizes on the Yu- · 
' on flats near Fort Yukon. (Soe tahleo). The Yukon Flats data are fairly 

presentative of t~e average int~r!or habitat and the Tetlin area represents 
a s!1".aller area of more specialized bab!tat that !a capable of ve'l";/. high pro
auction when conditions are good. ObaerYat!ona are aade either an fpot or 
'rom a small canoe 'and. the· nme methed 1s usa~ each year for each :lake, 

~· . . . . . . 
~ Goose producti~n data from the Yukari' Delta is supplied by the staff of 
ba Clarence Rhode National W1:l,(UJ.fe Range. 

~ 

I. Weather & Habitat Conditicma 

Spring break-up in Ala.aka With its attendant cpening of lakes and melt 
atcr run-off baa been from one to three weeke later than the long term aver
. e f'or fou.r of the past five years, . Watertowl.em the othuo hand have con
'inued to arrive in each area within a 4&1 or so of·the same calendar ~te 
ach year. If the ice is out and habitat suitable 1 some species commence 
·esting almoet at once. In a late ,.ar nesting may be delayed or unsucceos• . 
· Jue to hunger• flooding. lack of suitable neat •ites, etc. · 

This year sprine b~ak-up was again late and in some areas very late 
. nesting delayed. TheN was. however, very little flooding. On the Yu
''on Flats the habitat seeiiUI to be in optimum condition with water lewl,s · 
,lightly lower than laet. year and con:~idera.bly lower than in 1964. Shoreline 
; ~ energent vegetation is exceedingly lush and rearing conditions appear 
~cellont. Most other areas are enjoying similar conditions with the excep
)c:: cf the Minto area which was :!'looded for a long period th.is year. . 

;·laterfowl Production 

There seems to be s~• indication that ducks ·are· adjusting to the cur• 
r.t trend of later apring nesting ccnditions. By now a fairly larBa p~. 

1, rtion of our breeding population were themselves hatched in late seaaon. 
,e t<!bles tell the stery. Teal ·eapecially1 and widgeon and scaup appear to 
-, ve had very good production this yea:r. The indications are· that pintail, 
llard, shoveler and canvasback are up slightly from last year however the 
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;ukon Delta that all species ot r,eese 
tow increased brood si:es.and that nesting appears to have been con•iatent
~ n~~~es~ful. Less inforsatton is avail~le on qucks from the Delta but 
.nu::.~~. has the impression that· they have done better- than last year also, 



~------------------

--------------------------------------------------------~----------·--------------------------------------
TETLin YUKOH fLATS 

Uo. of Broods 't Chanee :i'o. of Rroods - % Char.r:c 
from fror.1 

I 
.:.;j?ecles '61 '62 '63 1 64 1 65 1 66 1..955 'f) 3 . I l.)lj '65 '66 t9Fi5 

f Pintail 19 18 11 4 3 B +167% 
I 

11alldl"d 34 14 23 2 3 9 +200% t '. 
30 9 16 19 +18% 

8 3 9 6 -33~ .. 
~ ..Ii<.:geon 74 18 23 6 7 36 +414'i. I 
§ Shoveler 2 1 

41 14 39 49 +2F.'[, 
10 3 8 11 +38~ 

' 
. :;.H. Teal 42 30 21 ·19 16 6(, +313'i> 
i L. Scaup A 14 2 11 2 10 

I 
Canvasback 14 18 14 2 3 6 +lOOt 

Total 199 101 109 35 32 135 +322t 

I 

IE 7 1U 5? +189% 
9 0 12 49 +308% 
a 1 13 15 + lS't 

122 37 115 201 t75% . 

t * Scaup hatch not complete at time of surveys. 
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