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The summary d a t a f r o m t h e 1990 d e e r h u n t i s a t t a c h e d i n t h e f i r s t 
f o u r t a b l e s w i t h c o m p a r i s o n s t o 1988, t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r a d e e r 
h u n t o c c u r r e d . F o r t h e r e c o r d , no d e e r h u n t i n g t o o k p l a c e on 
Sa n t e e NWR i n 1989 a f t e r 14 c o n s e c u t i v e y e a r s o f open s e a s o n . 
T h i s was due t o y o u r d e c i s i o n t o c l o s e i t f o l l o w i n g t h e s e v e r e 
damages t o w o o d l a n d s by h u r r i c a n e Hugo ( S e p t . 1988) and l a c k o f 
a c c e s s t o t h e h u n t a r e a s on t h e r e f u g e . 

T a b l e 1 shows t h e 1990 d e e r h u n t r e s u l t s by h u n t t y p e s , h u n t e r 
e f f o r t s a nd s u c c e s s e s . N o t e t h a t compared t o t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r 
o f h u n t i n g , t h e 1990 h a r v e s t was a l m o s t d o u b l e . The k i l l 
a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e d b y 95.1 p e r c e n t , h u n t e r - d a y s i n c r e a s e d n e a r l y 
400 o r 36.9 p e r c e n t and s u c c e s s i n c r e a s e d by a r e d u c t i o n o f 4 
h u n t e r - d a y s p e r k i l l . Bow h u n t e r s k i l l r o s e 130.8 p e r c e n t w h i l e 
e f f o r t r o s e 33.8 p e r c e n t and t h e i r s u c c e s s i n c r e a s e d f r o m a k i l l 
i n 27.1 h u n t e r - d a y s t o 15.7 d a y s . T h i s i s t h e l a r g e s t r e p o r t e d 
b o w - h u n t e r h a r v e s t and b e s t s u c c e s s e n j o y e d by a r c h e r s a t S a n t e e 
NWR s i n c e bow h u n t i n g began t h e r e i n 1979. 

P r i m i t i v e weapon h u n t e r s a l s o h ad a most s u c c e s s f u l s e a s o n i n 
1990. T h e i r h a r v e s t i n c r e a s e d 88.2 p e r c e n t w i t h 800 more h u n t e r -
d a ys ( 1 4 . 6 % ) and a r i s e i n h u n t e r - s u c c e s s f r o m a k i l l i n 10.7 
days 77 h o u r s i n 1988 t o a k i l l p e r 7.9 days 47 h o u r s i n 1990. 
T h i s t o o was t h e - h i g h e s t / h a r v e s t /and b e s t s u c c e s s s i n c e p r i m i t i v e 
weapon h u n t i n g began t h e r e i n 19/79. 

T a b l e s 2 and 3 show h a r v e s t e d / d e e r age and sex c o m p o s i t i o n s . 
N o t e t h a t t h e fawn percentage? d r o p p e d c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m 1988 when 
t h e y c o m p r i s e d o v e r a t h i r c L / b f t h e h a r v e s t t o l e s s t h a n a q u a r t e r 
of t h e ^ 4 9 9 0 h a r v e s t . 1 s u r e t h i s i s because o f no h u n t i n g 
l a s t y e a r and al t h o u g - h p r o d u c t i o n was s t i l l good i n 1990 fawns 
c o m p r i s e d a l o w e r p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e h e r d . T h i s was e s p e c i a l l y 
e v i d e n t on P i n e I s l a n d where 12 o f 19 d e e r h a r v e s t e d i n 1988 were 
fawns and o n l y 3 o f 24 were i n 1990. And o f c o u r s e b o t h t a b l e s 
show a c o r r e s p o n d i n g i n c r e a s e i n 1 1/2 y e a r - o l d d e e r as t h e r e was 
no h a r v e s t o f t h a t age c l a s s i n 1989. On t h e l o n g t e r m , f a w n age 
p e r c e n t a g e was t h e l o w e s t i n f o u r h u n t s easons and y e a r l i n g s were 
t h e h i g h e s t on r e c o r d s i n c e h u n t i n g f i r s t began on t h e r e f u g e i n 
1975. I t h i n k t h e s e d a t a show how n e c e s s a r y a n n u a l d e e r h u n t i n g 
i s on S a n t e e NWR. W i t h t h e e x c e l l e n t d e e r h a b i t a t a v a i l a b l e , t h e 
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h e r d i s c a p a b l e o f g e t t i n g o u t o f b a l a n c e and o v e r s t o c k e d v e r y 
q u i c k l y . A o n e - y e a r l a p s e i s okay as we m e r e l y k i l l e d t w i c e as 
many d e e r as t h e p r e v i o u s h u n t and t h e age r a t i o s s t a y e d i n l i n e 
b u t one more y e a r o f no h u n t i n g w o u l d p u t a l o t o f m a t u r e 
b r e e d e r s i n t h e h e r d and t h i n g s w o u l d e x p l o d e and r a n g e d e p l e t i o n 
and c r o p d e p r e d a t i o n w o u l d a g a i n o c c u r . I j u s t hope t h e new $10 
h u n t f e e w i l l n o t r e d u c e t h e number o f p a r t i c i p a n t s t o t h e p o i n t 
we w i l l be f o r c e d i n t o h a v i n g o n l y modern gun h u n t s t o c o n t r o l 
t h e h e r d . 

T a b l e 4 shows p e r h a p s t h a t some o v e r s t o c k i n g was a l r e a d y 
o c c u r r i n g as w e i g h t s and a n t l e r d e v e l o p m e n t i n y o u n g e r age 
c l a s s e s , w h i l e s t i l l g ood, d e c r e a s e d . Fawns and y e a r l i n g s a r e 
t h e age c l a s s e s you w o u l d e x p e c t t o show t h e f i r s t e f f e c t s . 
Fawn buck w e i g h t s were f o u r t h l o w e s t on r e c o r d s i n c e 1975 and 
f a w n does t h e l o w e s t on r e c o r d . A n t l e r d e v e l o p m e n t i n y e a r l i n g s 
was s t i l l good a t 3.7 b u t down f r o m 4.3 i n 1988. 

R e g a r d i n g n e x t y e a r , I w o u l d recommend no changes a t t h i s t i m e i f 
h u n t d a t a c o l l e c t i o n and o t h e r c o s t s a r e n o t a p r o b l e m w i t h y o u . 
I have no i d e a what a f f e c t t h e n e w l y i m p l e m e n t e d h u n t f e e w i l l 
have on h u n t e r t u r n o u t b u t we r e a l l y c a n ' t a f f o r d e ven a few 
y e a r s o f low h a r v e s t . You and y o u r s t a f f a r e t o be commended f o r 
c o l l e c t i n g t h e good d a t a you d i d t h i s y e a r . I w i l l t r y and g e t 
down d u r i n g t h e p r i m i t i v e weapon h u n t a t P i n e I s l a n d t h i s y e a r . 
C a l l me i f y ou've any q u e s t i o n s . f 

A t t a c h m e n t s : T a b l e s 1-4 

cc/WHM, R&W, RO 
RF-3, R&W, RO 

Be S m a r t , Be A l e r t , T h i n k S a f e t y F i r s t " 
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T a b l e 1 
Deer Hunt R e s u l t s on S a n t e e NWR 

1990 

HD HH HH 
Hunt T o t a l H u n t e r - H u n t e r - p e r p e r p e r 

Hunt Type Days Bucks Does Take days h o u r s Deer Deer HD 

Bow E i t h e r - s e x 6 18 12 30 471 2,826 15.7 94 6.0 

P r i m i t i v e Weapons ES 
P i n e I s l a n d 6 16 8 24 212 1,272 8.8 53 6.0 

P r i m i t i v e Weapons ES 
Cuddo 6 56 48 104 793 4,758 7.6 46 6.0 

6 B 
1990 T o t a l s 12 PW 90 68 158 1,476 8,856 9.3 56 6.0 

6 B 
1988 T o t a l s * 12 PW 40 41 81 1.078 7,375 13.3 91 6.8 

* no d e e r h u n t s h e l d i n 1989 due t o i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y c a u s e d by h u r r i c a n e Hugo 
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T a b l e 2 
Deer Age C o m p o s i t i o n by H u n t s 

S a n t e e NWR 
1990 

Hunt Type 1/2 1 1/2 2 1/2 3 1/2 4 1/2 5 1/2 + Unk. * T o t a l s 

Bow, ES 4 15 6 3 2 0 0 30 

PW, ES, P I 3 14 5 2 0 0 0 24 

PW, ES, Cu 30 41 13 15 2 1 2 104 

1990 T o t a l s 37 70 24 20 4 1 158 

1990 P e r c e n t s 23.7 44 . 9 15.4 12.8 2 . 6 0 . 6 - 100 . 0 

1988 P e r c e n t s * * 34 . 6 35.8 17 . 3 9.9 2 . 4 0 . 0 - 100 . 0 

* n o t i n c l u d e d i n p e r c e n t a g e c o m p u t a t i o n s 
** no d e e r h u n t s h e l d i n 1989 due t o i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y c a u s e d by h u r r i c a n e Hugo 
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T a b l e 3 
Deer Age C o m p o s i t i o n by Sexes 

S a n t e e NWR 
1990 

Sexes 1/2 1 1/2 2 1/2 3 1/2 4 1/2 5 1/2 + Unk. * T o t a l s 

Bucks 20 42 16 9 1 1 1 90 

Does 17 28 ft 11 3 0 1 68 

1990 T o t a l s 37 70 24 20 4 1 2 158 

1988 T o t a l s * 28 29 14 8 2 0 0 81 

* no d e e r h u n t s h e l d i n 1989 due t o i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y c a u s e d by h u r r i c a n e Hugo 
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T a b l e 4 
A v e r a g e L i v e W e i g h t s by Age & Sex C l a s s e s and 

P o i n t s by Age C l a s s e s 
S a n t e e NWR 
1988-1990 

Bucks Does No. o f P o i n t s 
Ages 1988** 1990 1988** 1990 1988** 1990 

1/2 61 57 53 50 -- --
1 1/2 1 1 3 112 90 88 4 . 3 3 . 7 

2 1/2 1 3 4 144 102 102 6 . 0 6 . 6 

3 1/2 179 178 102 105 8 . 75 8 . 

4 1/2 NS 210* 110 90 NS 8.0* 

5 1/2 + NS 165* NS NS NS 7.0* 

C o m p a r a t i v e 
A v e r a g e s 122.5 122 . 8 91.4 87 . 0 6 . 1 6 . 1 

* s i n g l e s a m p l e s o n l y 
** no d e e r h u n t s h e l d i n 1989 due t o i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y c a u s e d b y h u r r i c a n e Hugo 


