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January 9, 1961 

MGT. - Animnla (Trappin6 Program. 1960-61) - Uissisquoi Rr.'ugP 

'.RP.f'"'r~nc111 is mad,. to pr"Vinus corr,,,spond"'nOA r1»1;arding a trapping pro
i;rnn at this r..,fug,. during t!in 1960- 61 a11tnson. ITn hav,. nOVJ cornpl•t-d 
our muskrat housP counts 01 ell trapping units and mad"' o.n ~valuation 
or th~ b11tavAr stntus. Th" following tnblA shows th .. r~aulta of the 
muskrat hous,. count; th" r CO!lll:l,.nd,,d 2·P111ova.l in discuss,.d following 
th.la tabl111 as la thP. bAav~· situation. 

Trapping Unit HouG"'B ~stimat,.d Papulntion 

l (Coos,. Bay) 271 1355 
~2 (Bic 'arsh Sloue)l,,.aet) 113 565 

r/;3 ~Big arah Slough.w,.st) 58 290 
#4 Patrick arsh) 47 235 

Total 489 2445 . 

t'ach house was P.Stimat.-d t> hold 5 muskrats this y.-ar, judging from 
thri largA ohP of tht=1 hous a; t.'liis giv"ll us a total of 2445 mur.krata . 
In addition, th~r,. arr- muc_;rats illhnbiting th~ dik,.s, nPstine islands, 
a!!d cth0 r localizt11d arPaB ~r sitns affording bank habitat. It is •a
tillat•d that our total rr.ue:rat populntion is ov•r 3000 and possibly as 
high as 3500. As may b"' s..,.n from thn above tabl ... , th,. majority oi' thP 
houses ar~ conc"'lltratAd in tbos• unite in closn6t proxir.ity to our dik•a 
in Ooos• Bay rmd Iiig r arsh ~lour,h. ii,, he.ve alr,..ady ~,.riAnc"'d somP. 
do.:uagP to tr.AB" structuras end it is itip•rc.ti VA that 'W" pravAnt turth•r 
dwnag~ . laat spring, wh•n th.., mcclcret populotion wns suap,,ct,.d as b•ing 
low. wa ~rt~otnd Jim~t•d c ntrol alang thn dik~s by shootinr,. This y~ar , 
th,. population will b"' too hirr. to ~cabl~ any aff~ctiv• control by auoh 
mr-ans . 

Th_•rnfor•, i .* ic rnoo "nd d that n chnr,.-tro.ppinu program bP r"'-insti t
utrd thin coming sprinc 1 r-dio.t.,ly f'ollcnvinc thn ic,. bz·ea'k- up which 
g11m.-rally occurs during tlH• 1st W''"''k of April . This will givA us from 
2 to 21 

WAAkS or trnppinr,; thP snnson cloa,.s Aprll 19 . It is propos~d 
to •ngng .. at l"&st onP- possibl y two- cood trapp~r(s) to comn.~ncP trap
ping in Unit 7.1 (Goose Eay) wbAr" th~ grPatPst conc-mtrat1on of' hous"'a 
is locat•d . Sine,. our onl y oompl•tPd di.kP is in this unit1 it is pro
posed that approximetPly 600-700 ' rats bP rfltlllov~d from h~r~. with trap
ping op,,,rations btoing ooncAntrat"'d at nnd n .. ar th"' dik• . (Unl•as YJP. ar~ 
fortunnt~ !'tnOUgb to ~Pt th" 8"'rvicns Of OD• V•ry £00d trnpp•r. Wft :mB.y 
hav .. to USP two trapp,.rs t.o accor.plish th"' r"'moval). At such timP as 
trappinr: succ .. as in Unit l fnlt~rs, it is propos~d to shirt trappine 
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operations to Unit i2 (~aat•rn 8"ot1on of Big ~arsh Slou&i) . DO\V"Vfllr• 
it w,,. 'USP two trapJ>9r•. both uni ts oan bfll trapp"'Ci oonourrf"ntly. or th• 
•stiJ:.atrd population of clc•~ to 2000 muakrata in thflla~ 2 units. a ,,,_ 
moval of 0101• to 60% would not bA d•trim•ntal . •sp•oially wh11111 consid
ering th• proti-otion ~i v•n th• two dikfll&. Th-.r .. arfll auff'ioifllnt muskrats 
in th" oth•r unit (i1SJ and th .. r .. ar portions of thi- trapp•d units. aa wttll 
aa in th• adjac11t11t lak•. riv•rs. and privatfll marsh••• to quickly r•-pop
ulat4- Unit• 1 and 2. 

Unit if#, (w•et,.rn portion of Bir; I. oreh Blour;h) has a low•r muskrat popula
tion than normal. dufll primarily to th• drawdown "rr .. ct•d last fall. Thie 
drawdown apparPntly had th~ Pff~ct of cono•ntrat1ng thfll ' ruta in thfll fll&st
f"rn s•ctlo~(lnit 2) Wh•r~ thnr• was ~orr watAr . It is rncomn~ndflld that 
no trapping b• don"' in thia unit. 

Unit r/J4 (Patrick arab) is n ar~n whnr• no wat•r l•v•l control 1• p sa
ibl• (Charoo&l Cr~Pk) and ~ ~r~ th~ Jl!Uskrat population has r!ll!IJ.Bin~ r-la
ti v""lY stablP for a nur.ib•r oi' y,,ars . Its population is low end th .. 't'ata 
should b"" allow-d to rl'IU19.iJ: in ord"'r to t.,..lp control Vf'g@tat1on and thus 
provid• rior• suitabl • oondi tions tor wn~rfowl . ! o trapping is r•co .m~nd
Pd for this unit. 

In rttgnrd to Dtto.v•r, w~ knc 1 of' at l•ast 8 locations wh•rl'! th•rfll arfl on• 
or mor lodg•• or bank dnns . ThAr,. is a minlmum of' S0-40 b•avAr pr.,.1--.nt 
on thn r,.tugP, w1 th poaaibl aa many as 60-66• and from liens and aotiv
i tifll8 during thfl' past Y"'•r t.hey app,.ar to b• inor .. aaing . Th,. aanu111 1• 
tru• ~n al""•• n•&J" or adjnc nt to th" rntu ~. according to whnt w• haVP 
lfl!l'Jl 8.%'.d what hae bn•n r""t: rt1td to us by thn local Stat• Gam.- •rd.,.n. 
DomagP to tr-Pa along our roads, th• rivnrbanka. e.nd to tr•"'• &l ong th• 
narrow Publ1o Fiehlng Arna as bn•n inor,.asing gr~atly in thP past Y"'f11' 
o.nd no sign• or abat•m.,.nt epp""ar in th• offing. 'lb .. uae. although 11.m-
1 t-d, of r•p~ll•nta a•t11.tna t hav~ no d•t-rr~nt -rr-ct . Tt i• th•rPforP 
rfltcomm.,n,d•d that 16 BPav•r bP r•ovf'd by 1har• trapping. Coloni•a to bP 
trappfl!d should b• i~rt to t .. ciacrPtion or th• R•tug~ ~&nflbfl!l" aa SOI&~ 
coloini~a arA of no imiu,,.diet• nuisancP or may b• too small at pr•a•nt. 
w .. hav"' no ooncr"t.t as1ura12 • that th!tr .. will b• an o~n a•aaon on th"' 
b•av~r in this county this y•ar, but V•rmont Fish & Gamfll S•rvicA D1r@otor 
Davia advi•~• that h~ will robably d"Clar• suoh an op•n a•ason tor th@ 
month• or P'•bruary and March . Accordin~ to law. th11 a•aaon will b"" pub
lish"<! at l•ast 10 days b-f orP such s•aaon will tllk,. plnu• . 

R•CCllJll1fl'Ddat1one 

Mualcrat 1 Shar• trappir • by on,.. or two trapp•r1 . Conctentrat• trappinl 
on !Tni t #1 an l tbl\?l l!ni t 12 if by 1 trappttr 1 both uni ta oon
ourr•ntly it 2 trapp•ra . R•oval or up to 1000 muala"ata 11 
r~COOlll•ndl!d e 'Doubtful it this many Cflll b• r-movftd 1n th"' 
short tim• a~ailabl• {ic.--out in Parly April thru April 19). 
but @ftort should bft mad• . No trapping in Unit• S and ~ . 
S•aaona Octob•r 26. 1960 thru April 19. 1961 . 

Beav•r a R.-mov• 16 b•av•r from dtitsignat•d coloni•• which ar41 oauainc 
moat de.mag.. . 8,.ason not y•t a•t. but probably .for th• months 
ot F41bruary e d areh. 
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Fox. P.aoooon1 ContinuA as maintAnnnO~ proj.,.ct throughout th~ yt1ar 
by rftfu '" p~rsonnrl . 

Oth"'r : No trop!'>ing r~oommr>udftd t~or oth,.r t'urb"'nr,.rs {mink. 
ottttr. "8G"l, skunk). Any of th,.s• animals trappf!d 
o.ccidA..ntnlly to b 0 turnr>d OV"'r to thn Govt11rnm-.nt. 

,..dwin l-. Chnnrll•r 
Re!'u~· ' anegf"r 


