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NARRATIVE R!FORT 

LONG ISUJID NATIONAL lflLll..IFE REFUGE 

fl~ Yl!AR 197~ 

1. OlmRAL 

The Werthela NatlOMl Wilclllfe Refute, deeded to the 
govttJ'lllent in 1947 • •• under the life UH of Mrt. CKlle 
Wu1Mhl until her death on Deetillber 3, 197-4. rue r.,,ort 
ahall tber•for• cover Werth•lll for only the •econd half of 
Fi1cal Year 1975• during whlch ~ Flab and Wildlife Se.l'Ylc• 
•• :ln direct. control of the land. 

IHtMt Ind Habitat 

the eaat end of Long l•l•nd auff.red under a rather severe 
taeat .,,. during UM montu of J\aly and Auguat nl\ll tint 1n 
a heavy UH of Morton'& boac:Ms (Marly 8,000 v11ltora). 
the .inter •• a alld one:. none of the North Sbore harbors 
nr• froz.en at 1nyt1•:1 and T•J"l9t Rock reeoJded only • 
single •now atom resulting in les1 tban aix 1ncbes of 
acC\lllUlated snow. 

Altheugh ... ponds and creeks at Werthei• .. re froz•n •t 
tias, the •t•r of the CU..n1 Rl ver •• open during ••t 
Of the winter. Thi river winds OY•r thre• ldlff through the 
1,937 ea.a of Great Soutb Bay. Tbl •rah bo%Cler1ng the l'iver 
r•nte• frcm fr..-.ur at the north, to bradti8h and then 
to aal tMnh at the mouth. Phragal tea la lddespreld throutb
out the •rah due to extensive t1Hqu1to control dltclllng 
much bttan ln tM 1930•· Refuge woedland1 •re of oelt-plne 
c011pOSltion and ire typlcd of Long I1land for11t1. 

Target Rot'k'• !)raCklab Pond r-intd at.Ula during th• period 
•• it 1• re9'Jlarly flooded by ap.ring Ud••· The other ... 11 
fresbitater ponds and pot.bole• wre dry durl.nt ••t of the 
yHr• Tb1cket1 of bltteraweet. wild grape and tr'ffnbrlar 
continued to prov14• good food •nd cover for 1 Ualttcl number 
of realtl.nt .... UCI aongbirda. l growlng n\Mlber of dead trees 
in the fOl'tlal pnlen provide •n ever-lnerff•ln§ lnuct popula
Uon and natural nntlnt caY1Uea. 
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l I. WILCLIPE 

A. Migratory Birds 

1. waterfowl. Mlllards and black ducts were abundant 
on the mrahea of lertheia throughout "'- wi nt•r 
110nth•· Large maers of widgeon, scaup and 
b\lf flebead were found in th• lower rlver •nd bay 
ana 1 while coot •are nmerova along tht entire 
river. $1Baller populat1cna of unvaeback, pdwall 
and red-br•••ted .. rganaer wve preaent, along 
with occ11ional 11~Unga of pinuUa, hooded 
urgansera and Canida geen. Early spring brought 
atgraiory wood duct•, but none were known to have 
nested on tht refuge. Mallard•, black ducks and 
gadwall did remain through the brffdlng season, and 
broods ot ell three ispecles •r• observed. Mute 
swans were pre1Mlt througbeut the yHrt :ranging fr• 
a single bird to flocks of a hund.red or more. 

Except for an occelional pair of Canedl VM•• or 
.. uarda on tbe brackish pond, thua ls virtually 
no waterfowl use at Ta:r;et Rock. 

2. Other Migratory GUle Blrda. Tarpt Rocle 1upp0rt1 a 
populatlon of A10-~ 110urning doves. ))iring :April 
there were •~eral sighting• of displaying woodcock. 

Mourn1ng doves were plentiful at Wert.Mill and nutirti 
did occur. 

3. Other later •rm Marsh 11ri•· At Wertbei• tM grMt 
blue heron was, by fer, ~moat c_,, of the •Hint 
bi"l'd•· This !bird waa preaent in larte nualbere through
out th• period of this nport. Otber beron a.,.cl•• 
prnent during the warmer a.ntbs included the c~ 
and snowy egrets, gnen huon and tM black-crowned 
night heron. ca.non loon• were occa11onally ••en 1n 
the lower Carmena River and doubl.-created cormorants 
were frequently Observed perched on f1Sh traps in 
Bellport Bay. 

Comlon egrets, snowy 89r•t• and great blue heron• are 
common du.ring moat months on the braclc1sb pond at 
T•Z9ri Rock • 
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1. Resident Gl1le Bird• 

Rlng-nedc.cl J)bHaants are abundant on Wert.beta and 
T rget Rock. At Wtrth•lm there are probably pen--ral•ed 
bird• llhlch had been releaald Juat prlor to acqu11ltlon 
by the goyerrment. Bobwhite quail are c~n on We:rtheS., 
Target Rock and Morton. Severd quaU brOOda were aeen 
at all ~· refugee. 

C. B!o Ga.- An1ads 

lerthel•'• woodlands provide babitat for a h9althy 
pop\llatlon of llh!te-talled dffl' wla!ch have disappeared 
fr• most of Long I1land. the deer pepulaUon nwm.ra 
approxltlately 25 and includes at leaat one albino (a buck). 

o. fur A!]U.11, PHd1tor1, Rodentt •ncl other -la. 

Only at .. rtbelm are .. an1ngful populations of .._.1. 
pre1ent. lllskrat p()pUletiona, in lt1 unhland bordering 
the Caman1 River. Wtte apparently bigb, •• evidenced by 
th• abundanc.ed of houses and ot.Mr •1"'9 in tM •rah. 
Prior to final 1cqul11t1on by the govwn..nt, 9'akrats fnm 
the ~•f\119 bad been trapped on a yearly ba111. At tb• 
present tl• there does not .... to be a need to continue 
the 1111knt harvest. 0\1.pllJnlcs were extnMly abundant 
during UM wamtr periods of the year. Grey •qulrJ"el and 
the natun cottontail rabbit 1110 find the nfuge enY1ron
mnt fawr1ble and both species thrive. Red fox, raccoon 
and striped skunk are lnfrequently aeen, but all three are 
known to exist on the refU99• An even •n elusive ueatun, 
the •ink, has previously been obaerved In this area, altboutb 
none were •••n during the pa•t year. An over-abundance of 
flying 1naecta during th• iaprlng and sumer aupports a 
nullbu of 1pec1e1 of bata. The llttl• bra.n bat la 
regularly Men at night devouring insects over 'the :riwr, 
and has been found in some refute buildings. 

Two oaprey were oa.Hrved along th• Carana Rlvu during Mly 
and June, but no evidence of nesting was found. A pair of 
oapr.y nested on Merton, eggs were produced but finally 
abandoned in July. 
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Marsh •nd red-tailed hawk• and the Alle,rlcan keatrel 
were e:c• only •ighted at Werthelll. !here .. :re occa1lonal 
a1ghtlft99 of rough-legged and eaat•m pigeon hnlt1. 
Great~m9d and aereech owl• wr• seen or bHJ'd 1n 
.. rthe111'& woodlandaa short-eared owls were •Hn hwrting 
Us •rah••· 

Aastatant Manager Ciccone and Malnt•nance llorker Narto 
1ucc.S1fully reared a fledgling great-horned owl to 
•turlty at 1 1"9et Rock. Thh anl•l, named Ferdinand, 
ate conaide.rably better than the project leader. 

Crow• we.re ebundant on all of the refug•• throughout 
the year. 

Belted klngfl&here wer. often •••n perched on the refuge 
•ltns al0fl9 the Carmant River and fiah1nt tM brackish 
pond at Target Rock. 

F. f!!h 

The car.ans RlvH· aupporta a large variety of fish due to 
1t1 variation 1n aallnity. Thi water ranges fra1 nearly 
fresh at the refuge'a northern ibol'der to .. 1ty at the 
mouth. flab species therefore vary f rGll brown trout. and 
carp 1n the upper river to 1trlped baa• and lllvefilh 
dCMln by the bay. "1dte percb are ,...rOU8 in the brackish 
watera, lddle ••ll are extr .. ly plentiful at the ..uth of 
the :river. Blue crabs an found 1n the 1 .. r half of the 
:rlver •nd are often caught frm • publlc dock on the 
•••tern shore. 

G. Reptile• and A!phibian1 

Little lnfo19tion wa1 recorded on Wertheia'• reptiles and 
Ulph1bhns. Among the amph1b1.ans Observed .. r• hull froga, 
leopard and gr•en f.rop, the Amrlc•n to9d and un1dentif1ecl 
.. la•ndera. The garter and bllck rat 1naku were oft•n 
seen, •• .. re bo9 and painted turtles. Snapping turtles 
were aleo seen, but it 1• not known how abundant they ue. 

Tbe uatern box turtle 11 cc Ml at Target Rock as ere 
leopard frogs and 1prin9 pe~H· 



Morton's population of northern dla.ondback ten•plm \~ 
appears to be stable. 1\ 

I. D11ea.. \ 
I 

There waa no known lncldence of wldesp~ad diaeaae 
during th1a ~rlod. T 

' \ 
During April, r•fuge personnel, in cooper~tton with 
blologlatt frca the Now York Stat• .Depar=1of 
~ntal COnsenatlon, captured a n er of 
Amulcan coot froa t-he Carmant River 1n re •• to a 
:requeat frm the U.S. Department of Agrlcul~ure. The 
coot were eXAJllned by Doctor Denni• Murphy •¥ Doctor 
Willi• Parha•· Blood end organ auplea W.re, taken to 
b9 t .. tecl for avian di•~••e• such •• fowl choI ra, 
Newc11tle'& disease and ornltho1ia. AatJf thit. t1.e we 
have not been 1nforlled of the teat reaul •· \ 

I II. REFUGE IEVELOPMENT AND MAI £NANCI ~ , 

A.. .Phx1ic1l Devpl22!'nt ( \ 

" General landacaplng and the con1truct1on of burl era \\eround 
the p•rilMter of the :recently refin1shld~arlt1ng lot a-t. 
Morton llefuge ns c-oq>letod in July. A ch needed 

I loading rup was el10 constructtd .. 

Real Property I•'flfS f{I, an old two-story tJ-elUng, wea 
removed f rcm the Conscience Point Refuge on February 24. 

Th• Annual Oyster Bay Mill Pond Clean•Up ~· held on 
Much 22. Members of the Mill River Rod inc1 Gun Glub and 
two local •cout troops removed four truck lNC11 of garbage 
fr• the pond area. / 

An effort to atebili&e three acres of •~1'1J bluff 
slope on t.he Morton Refuge was coaplettid in "5>r11. A 
llix of annual and perennial ryes toget!Mtr wltt- rad fnc.ue 
was sown • 

.A boardwalk, 248 fe t long, was conatructecl through tll• 
aalt •rah at Morton Refuge. 

I 

The newly acquired erthoia Refuge wa1 ~ted ln Illy. 

r 
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Eight m1los of boundary including three miles of river 
were posted. 

B. Gen@ral Mlintenance 

The old jet water pUlllp at the Target Rock manager's 
residence was replaced wlth a aublersible unit in July. 
Floor aandlng and tho repainting of various roms in 
the .. nag•r'a residence was also coarpleted. 

A number of repair• were necessary on the oil bu:rner at 
the Target Rock Environmental Center. 

Electric bend dryers and a fire alara syatem were installed 
at the Terget Rock Environmental Center. 1'he floor !n 
the entrance hall was refinished under contract. 

c. Behabilitatlon Needed 

l. T=t Rock. AU the buildings on this refuge require 
1 late and extensive rehabilitation. th• follow1M 
are the most cr1 tlcal neoda and their estiated coats:s 

Q-6 - Repair or replace1tent of porous 1late 
roof. ss,000. 

Q-7 • Repair of leaky .. 11 pl\llllbln9. Repair 
of rotted wood breezeway. S2,000. 

Of flee/Sh~ Coq>lex - Replacement and up
dating of non-conf orm1ng fuse boxes 
and electrical wiring. Various 
repairs of plUllbing and heating 
.-yatem. $3,000. 

Environmental Center - Replace boiler and 
associated heat1n~ •yatem repalra. 
Replat{:JQent end repair of abutters 
end screen porches. Repoint Chimney 
and other rutonry :repairs. Replace 
doors and install safety devices. 
s1s.ooo. 

R~int all building•. S8,000. 
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2. IHtMe Clllatruct •lnt••• aM atonte 
a-.!Uhg. e.ooo. 

J. ::r-· .. flft!ab i-ml• ., " ...... ... 
• Ii 11 Ww Rllil .. l!Uildllll ... ~ 

.. ...., -.t.141lnt· ...-uluw -. mdlal 

.n. ..U.l .u.cwn.. •• •••1 cottatw ,_ 

..... ",_. office. sa,aoo. 
IY. BD8CI .... fl 

llot a)ll>l ic81 .. 

v. PI&D IIVlm•ncm GI APll.IID .... 

11n ..,u~ •• 
YI. J!l&ICl&AT-

•. -"··-
... el tM • 11 ncnetlwl .. at ••• ..U... w 
._ ._.bl ... Mtlal .. fna Its ti111'11. la 6t w 
,. •• - ..... w ~ .W• - lllpl.-' ....... *• 
WSll G1..,..a11 audl actldty _. nG.nct it t• uda 
lllWllf..-1..W or in\Qmfl•tlw "'••••· --... ue 
at...,.. u·1wt• ... ctataa .-- ~--- attnctell 
w die n,. ~ wl__.lnl •Ud•l 111 Little Pe11ate a.y. 
~ ...... 1 ,.. ..,,..i lMal 11111111 - • tnll• 
_. .. ,,. •• sn...,.etsw •••• wN• 11 • •1 ••l• 11arn 
~ .. Glplaye •8' nil~ fadlltl ... 

'911• w at rutet IMk l• 111t .. 111e1 ~ tM ..n. 
ltlw •f ... 111••"*w _. ..i .... .- MSlll tM ,,.ie111 
ef fall fell.al• cei .. tt-. At etlm U.. • .... 
~ 1ata11J ci ..... c:lllli ......... N1t111 ... Mid.Ill 
c1•1 ... tlae ~. DI al• ... L,_. lt• .. • 
A tt1• IKl.U•• .. an alee dalu.I., W.l1a cla-
,._ C. W. PMt1 81t1 r .._. OtU•ll• W -"'I .. •11 
L••atll'Jt \Wk Cell ...... .,felk C dty OIU .... 

l• ........ 1974, tM 9di.&k 0.-tr Olft• ·- tM 
~el llluutten ( ... ) .... ,.....U.. '9 
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continue tht1J' rat.bar elaborate PNVI'• at Target lock, 
e11ploylng OYernlght us1 of the Mn1lon. Tb1• •• • 
progr- 1n Which .. had littl• :lnpvt and were n1epted 
to • sul>••m•t, cu1todlel :role. In lovellibft, Region 
Plve llfety Officer, Richard Pippenger, and Jobn Tffke, 
A.111.Unt Od•f, Office of Saf•ty, inspected the 
111n11on end found its uee •• a doraltory facility to 
~ ln violation of the LU! S!ftty ~ !!=. ill• Mr. 
PlPSMnter call• an l..siat• laalt to all owrnlfht 
actlvltl••· lben they were no long9r lbl• to eJq>lolt 
'the iberonlal potential of .anelen l1Ying, ICCPI ••tiled 
to lOH lntere1t in ualng otMr :refute fac1Ut1•• and 
.-.equently ..,.rled. •• IH presently dnel•iftl an 
aclult-orl.nt9CI lnterpreUve PNll'• whl"" will begin 1n 
tM aprlftg of 1976. 

We are elso 1nvest1gatlng • coop4tr1tlve ventvre wlth a 
lMal rhoclod.clron club, t ... 11bicb w hope te Mable 
to hlprove the public'• enjoyment of tbe fom.l rhododendron 
garden by a SeJ'1ea of progr ... glvtn by mptc1al11t1 • 

.. bope to concentrate all p•11c uae on Tupt RoCk and 
llDrton Refuges, leaving ••rthtla totally for wildlife. 
Thus, .. will p~llsb no PUbllc Uae a.gulatlona f•r 
•rtbela and bape to Ualt educatienal actlvlty to .. u, 
Mrlous groups of college atuHnt1 Meklnt l"NHrch 

opportunitiff• 

At George Gage has pointed out 1n paat yeara, our public ls 
aalcally urban and often alaunclvatanct. our .,ala 
ClllPl•tel y. They •re of ten trucvlent and atntch O\lJ' 
patience to tM Ualt. They define the pultUc fOOd in 
te%91 ao eelf-ctntertd that w11411fe goala ar. beyond 
their ken, and they perceive all pultllc lana ••play· 
grounda. Even tboae 1ldWJ call themsel'fts .nviroMtntallata 
are po1an1td of a n.ivete *leb 11 aat.undlng. .. hope 
to attend to th••• pUbllc attltuclea ln our sprint adult 
lducatlon prograa. · 

a. Vlolatlons 

Oyster 8ay conttnuea to pl.ague us wl"tla Vi•btlona, :roort• 
vlolatlona, :rf!POrt• of IUSJ)Ktatl vlolatlons and teneral 
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n•l\JhbOrhcod backbiting. o try to investigate Heh 
coq>lalnt, but !t 1• a real chore sine• Oyster !lay 1• 
twenty minute• away, and niore often than not we find 
nothing of •Ubstence. The following a.re llOH or lets 
real Yiolationsi 

!artua Home•• Inc., a developer. working near the •hore
line in Ba}-vllle att911Pted to extend his building alta 
by about one-bal f acre at our iexpeMe. Working w1 th the 
Corps of £ng1neers Inspector F.d Canfore, •• di.rtcted · 
the developer to :pull back his bulkhead to eboYe mean 
high water. 

Mr. SeU.g BUrrows of 1!111 Neck installed an illegal dock. 
Georoe GllSJ•• in ccmpany with a number of federal and 
state helpers, persuaded Mr. Burrows to redesign bia dock 
in conf erance with our regulations. 

StHl .. n •de r•peated v1eite to the prc1p9rty of w. .Jame• 
and Carol P. Oelane.r of Cent.re leland ln the continuing 
struggle to prevent Mr. Oelener fra obtaining a COrpa' 
pend t for proposed bulkheading. The point •Y nciw be 
llOOt foz the sea Ms stopped its erollon of the Oelaners' 
property. 

Considerable tlllte has been spent during thla perlod to· 
control the rQpant v1olat1ona at Wertbelll. the newly 
acquired 2,000 acre tract 1• surrounded by developments 
and ie subject to chronic trespass, trail bike use, canp 
f irea, ca111>ing and d.er jacking. A nUlliber of f 1rea were 
surted this spring, apparently by youngste.ra attapt1DSJ 
to study the afflc1ency of the local f1~e cC111pany, to lllhOll 
•• CMe great thanka. Much gratitude is aho du• our 
Special Agents at Kennsdy Airport Who have always responded 
to our call for t1st1t1nee, swiftly and with good bumor. 

Target Rock is subject to frequast treapasa violations et 
all hours of the day and night. But thanks to an ef ficiant 
collateral •yatem and an understandinv Chief Magistrate, we 
seldom have prObleu w-tth tbe aaae vlolltora tw1ee. ln 
addlt.lon, we Mve a close working relationship with the 
Lloyd Hatbo~ Police Depart.m~t. Thia cooperation ia 
valuable to both eganc1es s1nce our location at t.he end of 
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Llo)'d Neck -. .. tMt U.1.r pnbl- ar• Hdlr «*eeed 
Into our Ml, ao t.o ~Uk. 

c. laf•tv 

s--tr Aicl Paul Allen, an unautborlatcl whlcle operator. 
pzeclpltated • coll1110ft at Morton hf"99 *ck resulted 
in a S700.00 claia aplnat tbe 9"R,...t. Allen, 
woning alene at th4t tlM, att111ptecl to ..,. 'tM nfute 
3 .. • f• fe.t. ln1tucl, be r--9 :l t eo bud no.d1lde 
into one parked cir thllt be dron it ald-19 into 1 
Hooni pan.I c.ar. ™• acclcltftt •• the reavlt ef no 
tupUY1•1enJ cau111d by a lack of funlla, I P"._.• 11ana,.r 
Dlfe Mel been ••9191*1 to Grut llilllllp ud • npl8cemnt 
ucl IMen .,,olnted. TMI'• ••• ne Aulatant .. ,... en 
beerd at tM ti.t. 

VII • Ol1llR tT!Jll 

A. Pm!n!!!l 

l•fule .. natn' Rqgw •· StHlan, Jr'. •• tnnafer~ fMm 
Irie .. tl--1 !1Ucll1fe hf~e to T •t loCk, lept.-., 
1974. Au1ataat llenager O.wck Ciccone •• tnnaf erntl 
fnm llaCU.tu - te Tartet IOU, A~t, 1974. JOllln 
0.11-• U> wlth tbe kJ'Yict '9pt.._, 1974 and •• 
aa11..- to Morton hf* •• 1. .. 11tant ...... r. 

On June 27 • 197~. Jlalnttnanc• lluker 8lcco Connato l'ffl ..... 
lecce ... been ..,1oy• by 11r. lblntMt aM CaM to us 
al- wt \la tM Deed of OS.ft. Hla llillp dur1Jlt tM period •f 
traMltlon 1• ... t apprecla'Wd. IHce'a nslpatlon •• t.,...... ln order that be not vlol,at• loclal lecurl ty 
NtUlatleM, •nd he conUnuea to M a wlunle ptlrt•tSae -.1., ... 
Clerk llicbele Sleva 1s Devel..-ntal Training Pl•n •• 
approved 1n April, 197~. In Illy eM CC111Pleted a four-cndit 
Field Bebny caa1e at c. •· Post Olllege. 

Maiftlwnu llozt•r Bruce Marto c .. let.a a twelve we.at 
CCMll'H ln arc wldlng at tM J..A. Wllaon tedlnologlcal 
Center. 
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Aaahtant Managt>r Ciccone ette.nded th• S\Jperviaor'• 
Job I llOrkahop 1n Boston. 

Oft Hovtlllber 8, l'reder1ct c. Sdald died. Fred, 
Who bad been •tetloned at UOrton einc:e 1967 • was an 
outatendlng blo~og1st, end will be mourned by bis many 
friends lloth in and out of th• Service. 

~ac1al note should be taken of Assistant Manager John 
Galletc>• Who lWBI thrust into the Yorton position without 
any substantial training, and who a.pent mch of h11 own 
t1 .. helping the Scbald fallily dur1fl9 the last days of 
had'• Ulnes• and giving the11 coafort after Ma death. 
In apite of thh husnan1tarS an burd.n, he carried out 
the dull.ea of Refuge Manager 1n a most cmnendabl e manner. 

B. Credits 

Portions of thl• narrative dealing with W.rthe.1a were 
prepared by Aaalstant Manager Ciccone. Develop1D1nt and 
•lntenance section was pr£Pared .by Maintenance Wol'ker 
llarto. TM reat of the staff contributed in var1oua nya 
towards 1ts magnificent structure. Clerk Sleva typed 1t 
and Manager Steel.llan pored over it tbougbtfully and 
ac~t• r.sponslblllty for om11sion•• fault• and whatever 
el•• 1.rr1tat4ta you. 
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Dr. iOltnft11 llapby and Ol'. Willia Parhall, U.S. Depart..nt 
of Agr1cul't\ln1 tiklng blaod auple free coot ~pturecl on 
Climns River. 

(Steel•n) 




