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,. Explanation of tally sheet @ 
Use the form as a field form,or with a tape recorder use the form 
to transcribe and analyze the data and as a permanent daily record, 
using the tapes over again. The objective of the form is to 
prevent double counting (asswrl.ng that some of the birds fly from 
the south, land in the North Roost, and then again fly into the main 
roost, which may not be avalid assumption). If i~ is subsequently 
determined that most birds landing ii the north roost stay there, the 
tally sheet can still be used but without subtracting Column D 
from the total but using it as part of the number in the north roost. 

The totals strived for are those birds landing on the water. 
Columns C and E comprise the main roost; Column D would be a double 
count if the birds again fly into the main r oost. (Or if these 
birds reaain there to roost, ColUllll D is a portion of the North Roosit) 
Column A is the time interval, in ten minute periods beginning 
.30 minutes before and ending 40 minutes after sunset. (Sunset 
is about ten minutes earlier per week or five minutes every .3-4 days. 
Adjust your beginning time for each day from the actual sunset 
observed the preceding day.) Using ten minute time periods reducee 
counting errors by beginning the count :fzq._pgain and allows 
easier tabulation and analleis by relati1'T..Flme to sunset. 
Column B is the number of birds flying from the south. It is divided 
between Columns C and D; but do not attempt to make them equal 
Column B exactly in the field, an approximation is sufficient. 
Column B is a good estimate of number of duc~s in the roosti w:t.4 c,1 .... ,,. ~ J 
U~<yl leaving the field and analyzing the d~s observ~tions, Column 
C can be iaH•Hlil 11 'hat with Isl i, ~ equal~, nd .. s, f.t~+ ... 
observed birds are missed. 
Comumn C comprises those birds that fly from the south and land in 
the main roost. Some of the birds from the south circle in the sky 
and return to the main roost to land - do not count them twice. 
Also some of the birds fly to the north and disappear; enter this 
nwnber in Column D with tho~i m~ tf lan~Lin thfh~or~ roost. 
Column E li those birds thit7I !n tRW ~!nllP5c!Sm.f1ir there is 
doubt whether they are circling, south birds, enter them anyway. 
Column F is not necessary, but does show nwnbers of ducks by- periods 
and is ••••al a double check on computations. (totals down = totals 
across) 

The ideal may not be valid that the number of birds in the main 
roost equals the birds flying from the south plus those flying from 
the north allowing for double counting (ColUllll B + 6olumn E - Column D). 
If not, Column B plus Column E equals the number in the main roost, 
and Column D is a portion of those using the North Roost (along 
with those present when the observer arrives). Either WS::f, an 
estimate must be made of the North Roost to determine the nuaber 
roosting on Pool 9 (Class A reliability-). To project this to 
Class c, add 50%. 



Pool 9 Roosting Flight Count Tally 8heet @ 
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