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INTRODUCTION 

The writ':r left his Official Station at Edwards ... 

ville Illi~oi•, . May 12,. 1941.. In order· to ha·vo a 

train-window abeck ot the Prairie Province nesting 

grounds,, routing was made through North and South 

Dakota, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia •. 
~ " t ' ' 

When Vancouver a •. c. was reached,,a boat was taken to 

Seattle,.and after one day spent in checking baggage 
I and setting equipment, a boat was taken,. on May 17,. 

tor.Seward Alaska.-

At Seattle Washington before sa111ng1 .Ml'. Frank 

Dufresne, Executive Officer ot.the Alaska Game Com-. . . 

mission, was contacted and his.aid secul'ed in planning 

the work to be undertaken tor the coming summer •. 

Between boats· at Juneau,. the office ot the Fish and 

Wildlife Service was ~!sited, and maps and additional 

information was secured from Mr •. Jewell •. 
...... 

seward was reached May 23 and departure immediately 

made tor.Nenana1 .where the writer was expected to pick 

up a boat,,reoently transferred to the Fish end Wildlife 

Service by tpe General Land Office •. This boat waa 

auppoeed to be ready to take down the Yulcon River, where 

it was planned to use 1t in waterfowl reconnaissanc$ 

work • 

'; 
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Ori arriving at· Nenana May 24, it was.discovered 

tba t the boat GLO which was supposed to be reoondi tioned,. 

painted and made ready for the Yukon River trip was 

still in a. wireliouati ·of· the Northern Commercial·. Company 

and·had been there tor the previous a years,· The engine 

reposed on the floor in a pile of other boat 'accessories and 

.· 'hardware;· and certainly was in poor condi tlon .for a 

1200 mile trip•• The·man who waa supposed to fix up 

this boat, a Mr. Olsen; was soon found in the local 

"Ship Yard 11 ~ · ·He said th~t owing to labor shortage and 

the low water in the Tanana River·, be had not been able 

to get at the work and probably it would be another ten 
.· 

days before 'he could.-

The writer than caught a local freight train into 

}.l'airbanks, Where Game Management Agent Clarence Rhodes.· 

was looked up, Mr,· Rhodes, the writer had been·told, 

was aupposed to have hired someone to fix up the GLO tor 

use in the fukon Delta• Rhodes told tbe auine atory that 

Mr. Olsen told and said that Olsen was the only available 

one tor tht1 Job and that there .. waa nothing that he oould 

do about i·t. · 

Aaide trom the disappointment of hot having a boat 

for use• the writer was out considerable time in coming 

eo far only to diacover.that no boat was available. Had . . 

this information reaohe~ him earlier, a plane miS}lt have 

,. 
l 
" 

l ~ 
II 
I l 
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been 'taken ·fr-om Anchorage and the . Yukon Delta rea chad 

in short tlns and at· no greater O()st than the method 

that was neoeesa.:ry, Also the birds coulq have been 

etudied at·nf>sting time and about a month more work 

·accomplished at this .moet critical time in ~ird study, 
. 

Anticipating a boat of considerable eize for use, 

the writ~r brought; mu~h more equipment than he cormnonly 

takes, much of. this was purchased personally. 

Upon,oonau}.tlng Agent @lodes, it waa learned that 

the Kashun~ River, which leads out to the Alaska Coast 

from Pilot Station was probably v~ry shallow, due to 

the low water level· in the Yukon River, Rhodes dispatched 

a Radio message to G~ore;e Sheppard~ Trader at Chevak. 

Sheppard repl.1ed that. the wa~er was very low and offered 

to take the writer into Chevak, 1n the heart or the Yukon 

bird country,.When.he went. in with his summer's freiaht, 

Sheppard had a flat bottom·power boat and could negotiate 

water when but 2 £eat '-n depth~ 

At Nenana the write:r m.tf't .Mr. Cal Tovinsend, formerly 
. . . 

ot the Bureau or Fisheries and now in the Fish and Wild-

life Serv1c~. Mr. Townsend had quite a large boat, the 

11COOT", and offered to take the w:riter·to Mountain Village 

on the lower Yukon, where Mr. Sheppard could be contacted. 

Because Townsend was heavily loaded with his own e~uip• 

ment, the writer sent his outfit to ~t. Village via 



steamboat and on May 30 left with Townsend. 

Because of undue low water in the treacherous 

Tanana River and being repeatedly stuck on sandbars, 

it was the evening of June 9 before Mountain Village 

was reached. Here George Sheppard was contacted, and 

on June 12 departure was made for Chevak on the lower 

Kashunuk River. 

Again low water levels were encountered, and as . 

much as thirty-six houns spent in viorking the capstan 

to get free of a particular stubborn sand bar. However, 

on June 21 Chevak was reached. Over twice as long a 

time being taken as is usual for this trip, on account 

of the extreme low water, 

The trip with Sheppard definitely proved that to 

come into this area in any low water year with the GLO 

would have been absolutely impossible. Also the use of 

t h is particular boat with its deep draft, will never be 

of a practical nature in this area as all water where 

bird work need be done is extremely shallow. Rather, 

a boat of flat bottom type is needed, and that, badly 

needed to explore this vast nesting area. Because of 

high tides, a boat need be flat, or round of bottom 

or 1t will turn over when waters recede leaving it 

stranded on the mud, the GLO was not so constructed, 

Arriving at Chevak, in a very isolated area for 

4. 



Alaska,. the writer gave thank's to. the friendship that 

Geo:rge Sheppard bore Agtmts Rhodes and Oollln~, :Instead. 
' 

qt living 1n a billl·trog,environmerit ot mud, wet clothes, 

mosqul toea.,. ;and :all :possible h~rd·ahips that: had been 

endured in .the past in· the Arctic, almost 'the reverse 

was experfenoedt',. ·:· · 

Sheppard aoon lett tor the. s'UD1i11er and tumed over 

his tr~ldlng post as 8 residence to the. wrl tar. .Jrire 

wood had been ·bauled· ln. from up river,· and ·1n a .flne 

little kitchen one could prepare·decent meals •way·trom 

the inseo·ta, ·and dry .out wet ·Clothing.· · An· adequate 

stock of groceries· furnished provisions, a short wave 

radio brought in news of. the world, and even a washing 

machine and a folding' bath tub were available•. 

Behind the'trading post·the first day at Chevak, 

an Empero•· Goose and ·atx (iowny young .were found, l~aa 

than half a mile distant. Shore birds and many or· th~ . 
ducks were· leading· about. their young, ·It was an ideal 

location, 

I 
. I 
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NATIVE KILL • BOOS • BIRDS 

That there 1& a large. take ot both birds eggs, 

and the birds themselves in the Hooper Bay, Chevak 

d1atr1ct le qulte.appat'ent, Thla kill of birds, or 

take ot esga, la oonalderable greater per oap1ta than 

in the Western Arctlo ot Canada~ The rea~on tor this 

1s that, 1n CGnada, the b1rds neat out Rnd beyond where 

the Eskimos do tho1r qpr1na muskrat hunt1ns.· When 

their hunting ls ove:r, the Eskimos go out beyond the 

bulk of the nesting birds to oatob wbita whule and white 

t1sh., In this attea or Alaaka,· the nat1veo rather do 

the reverse of thia •· 

Probably 1n the latter part of April the first ot. 

the e~WlJ mlpant& appear, theao are usually geese. At 

this tlme the spring aeal huntins 1& about finished and 

the natives com9 1nland.above the tides and hunt muskrats.· 

Abovo the tides also the soeae neat.· As goose eggs are 

larger than otbar esga (except ewan and poa&1bly crane 

egga) ana aa the gees~ also are more meat to eat when 

k1lled1 .than a duok,.thoy are the choaen v1ot1ma., lllao· 

the ducks as a whole are farther inland and not ao easily 

available •. 

Tho natives of th1a particular Alaska district are 

quite pP1m.1t1vo., In tact few ot thom,,exoept right 

; .. 
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around Hooper Bay, can speak any of the English language. 

Because these people have never been surrounded by mines, 

fisheries and such, as have been most of the Alaska 

Nativ~s• their cont~ct with the white race has been 

little and as a result they know little of the language. 

Because of no work.to be offered, as is true in many 

places and because this district is not a high yielder 

in fur, these people are very poor.. This year (1941) 

for example, was the!~ banner muskrat year, at that no 

one killed as many as 250 muskrats, and the average 

catch per family was probably little over 100, certainly 

not more than 125.- These muskrats average $1.00 each 

in trade. The catch of mink here is fairly large, but 

again, for each family the average is probably not over 

f1 ve or six. Similarly wh1 te foxes are taken, 'but never 

in large quantities as in the Western Arctic. Probably 

then the total income of an average family is on the 

short end of $350.00 and lt would not be surprising if 

lt were even less than half that amount. 

When the salmon run comes on in June, and that the 

latter part of June, all the inland natives move out 

toward the coast to meet them, as these fish seldom come 

up- the shallow delta streams with their high tides. 

Rather the Yukon, and the larger deeper rivers first 

a~t these fish from the sea, 

~' : 



Waterfowl and their· eggs, .then, .at·thls spring 

nesting time are tho·maln food,· True there Is a take 

of needle flab and black fish,, but these minute mirmows·. 

that were carefully frozen and saved the· previous fall 

for both human oonaumpt1on,·and ·dog feed as well 1 ·at ·. 

this time ot year are about exhausted,· On the coast 

some walrus are taken, ·and then later,· white whales,· 

but the birds fill the main breech 1n the food gap 

with their eggs,·and themselves,· 

Were all people forced to utilize these wate~

fowl·as are these particular natives,·in one year•&·. 

time thoro would hardly be a bird lett. on the face.of 

the earth,· Again let it be stressed that there are not· 

many of these people,· they are almost destitute,·and · 

even 1n this d1str1ot·waterfowl 1n general are on the 

inoreaae,·some of the geese being the exception.· 

As a further example of the primitiveness and poor-

noaa of these nat1vea 1 ·few ot them own out-board motors. 

There are but a few in the whole d1str1ot~·probably not 

over half a dozen,· At Aklav1k1 ·1n Canada1 ·there are 

probably 100 ot these contrary devices.· Here ,the Alaska 

nat1 ves li vo in rude hovels dug into ~he ground. It has.· 

been aptly··stated to the writer,. by a nurse who wor.ks 

among these people,· that many animals have .. m~re satis

factory places to live ln under wild oondlt+ons,. 

a •. .~.· ... 
' ··: ~· ' 

I 

' ! .l 

l 
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Law Enforcement. 

The wri tar feels certain that probably there is 

no place in North America, unless it is with some of 

the far Northeast tribes of Eskimos that he has never 

visited, where the per capita kill of waterfowl is 

as hig)l as in this district. However, based on the 

continental supply of birds it would pass without notice, 

and certainly only a small part of this vast area is 

ever visited by waterfowl eating natives during the 

nesting months. 

Any laws that have been made known to these people 

pertaining to their way of llfe have bean rather well 

obeyed, much better than are the laws of the land on 

the 11 outside 11 oz- ln the u. s. A. However, the Eskimos 

know little of game laws, Mr. George Sheppard, Trader 

at Chevak, told the writer that through the work of 

Mr. Collins, Game Management Agent 1n Alaska, 1n con

vincing both him and the Natives that swans should not 

be killed, few of these birds were taken today. As a 

result also, there is a very heavy increase of swans 

reported in this part of Alaska. 

As an illustration of some ot the laws that these 

people violate in taking migratory birds, the following 

listed violations come to mind; 

9. 

. 1: 

I. 
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1. Taking of birds out of season, 

2, Taking birds eggs for food, 

3, Taking birds without ~ag limit. 

4, Taking birds before and after closing hours. 

5, Taking almQst· all birds with the rifle (people 

.too poor to buy shot shells and extra guns. 

~ Most l)nly have· a 22 .and a 30-30) · · 

6, Taking birds witbout hunting license. 

7, Taking birds wi~hout waterfowl.stamp, 

8, Selling parts of birds or the whole. 

g, Shooting with unplugged gun, 

It is doubtful if one Native in ten knows that he is 

viol~t!ng any law in committing the above mentioned acts, 

Remedy, 

It 1s obvious that the arrest of these people ·with 

fines, or jail sentences,. or both is not a solution to 

the above .mentioned violations of the law, Rather such 

wo~ld :result. in great hardship (paying of fines) as these 

are a very destitute people, Also the health of a Native 

would proQably suffer by confinement in a white man's 

Jail, With • people so poorly versed in white man's 

laws and his language, it is mo~ than possible that such 

arrest would result in a breaking down in the morals of 

these people in their obedience to other .laws that they 

10, 
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• do know, It is felt that the influence of the church 

and the schools have been important in teaching these 

people· the common laws of the land~ -but it is also felt 

that. such' missions and· schools !:!.!!.!. ~ little to give 

the natives· a clearer understanding of·game laws. In 

fact, it "is felt and. reported that the above mentioned 

institutions do not discourage violations of game laws, 

Education, 

Possibly through a slow system of education of 

these people, as'in the case of Collins and Sheppard 

discouraging the taking_of sw~ns, i~ a partial solution, 

However, it is to be remembered that these birds and 

eggs are a necessity of life, and the natives could 

hardly be expected to do without them, unless some sub

stitute was made, Tha't would of necessity be in some 

for.m or a Government aid or loan, and even then it is 

dqubted by the writer tnat the past practices of these 

people and their taste for birds and their eggs would 

be discontinued by a substitution of other food, 

Certainly not by giving them money or store food, 

While not qualified to speak on the management of 

the reinda~r in Alaska, the writer has heard much in 

this lower country of the great value of these beasts 

as food, also the poor management of them in many cases, 

11, 
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resultingaften in.the complete loss ot a large herd 

over a short period ot time, It is felt as a possible 

solution to aiding these poor natives and supplying them 

with a regular meat supply to discourage the taking of 

too many waterfowl, th~t the reindeer might be a solution 

'if correctly managefi, ln such event it should be atre·aaed 

to the natives that this reindeer. industry and the resulting 

meat was made possible to discourage the killing of so 

. many birds, 

Rather than attempt arrest, and tines, or imprison

ment as. a method of curbing the take of waterfowl and 

egga, the writer would favor no control at all in this 

particular area, for it is not on a large enough scale to 

influence the status of any species, except possibly with 

the swans of the Pacific coast and some of the geese, 

Through the schools and missions by aonv1na1ng 

them that the practice was to be discouraged somewhat, 

much good might be done, The wr1~er does not sue;gest 

any curb in the taking of birds, or their eggs, unless 

something be done to substitute a tood to take their 

place, The only criticism that is had, is tha~ the Native 
• does not always take only what he needs, and it is under-

stood that in this dietrict in particular, this is true. 

When the goose drive• are held ln. the earl7 fall, and tl11a 

principally on Emperor and Cackling geese, oft~n birds 

are taken that are later thrown to the dogs, because- there 

12. 



1a auoh en exo&a$ ot them. Tbta teat\lre 1e bad, Bnd 

1t, too, 1a a matter ot education. Serious threats 

by game ott1o1ala would go a lon~ ways towards breaking 

1t up, It has been au~ie&ted by some, that threats 

ot tines, or 1mpr1sonm~nt are much more effective 

than the actual thJng, When onae a Native is confined 

1n a jail he .flndo he has 11 ttle to do, more to oat than 

eve:r before in· his lito, and otten he gets better oloth1ni 

as well, To bo 1mpr1aot.ed is no dlsbrace. Often the 

prlaonel"' 'Ab&n he returns io held in cons1der6lble eotoem 
.. 

by his listeners as he rolatee hla collltorts ln the prison 

at Nome. It baa been also observed that a Native once 

1rnprlaoned baa little tear ot the law thereafter. 

Another posa1'blo eolut1on to the better education 

ot the Eaklmoa along ooneervatlon linea, and the control 

ot their hunt1ns aot1v1ty would be to take in vast areas 

ot th1a moat favorable waterfowl neat1ng ground into a 

I<'ede:ral Hetuge. The poss1b111t1ea or such a procedure 

are almost too wide in soopa to v1aual1ae at the moment. 

tn tho t1rat place, without doubt, the Eskimo USGS 

11ttlo or any Judsment in the management or his 11v1ng. 

Until Just tho last tow rea~a tor example, they hunt&d 

mink the year around. .Muob ot their summer months 11 

spent in doing absolutely noth1ns, when they could be 

puttlnu up lare~·etores or dried t!ah, wi1te whale meat; 

, .,. 
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and berries• Cold season crops in much of this 
. I . 

area flourish; and these people ~rEt :very' 'rond of them, 

yet none of them do any planting• 

With thls area.under Federal Management, it would 

be possible to 

l• Manage the take of ~ur bearers to the mutual 

benef1t.ot all• 
. . 

2;. Introduce reindeer on the tundra for a permanent 

meat supply• (The·main reason of failure of reindeer was~ 
l . . 

that they were close herded near the villages and eaten 

. at all opportunities; instead of being allowed to utilize 

the adequate supply or new food back away·rrom the coastal 

Predators are not present here and only.the two legged 

ones are ~t any consequence•) 

3• Furnish a few fish nets (the natives are so poor 

they have few nets; many of them are made by.weeks of 

labor from whale sinews)• IntrodUce a better·method 

of fish drying with· a protective oover or shed over 

the: fish racks• ofi' tpe Yukon this .is oormnon pre.o'ticel 

but with the coast Natives little of any precaution is 

taken to guard the drying fish.,. This results in large 

losses of a very valuable food• 

4., Furnish seed of cool season crops,. and supervision 

for 1;he planting,! At Hooper Bay it was noted ~arrots,·. 

turnips,· cabbage and the like being grown in profusion 

I 
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by the Priest, Father Pbx, He stated that the Eskimos 

were most fond.ot tpese vegetables. 

· 5• Supervise tho· hunting of marine mammals. Wn1te 

whale·s, or Beluga, are most common and greatly. relished. 

The Natives have. difficulty in taking these creatures 

with their inadequate. equipment, and when they do, muoh 

ot the animal is-often wasted, or poorly oared.for. 

Seals, of the haired varieties· 'are numerous and tu~ish 

valuable tood and salable skins. 

6, Native,arts. Of recent date these Natives have 

taken up basket making, and do very well at it. The 

baskets .. are good, and in demand, Supervision ot this 

anq other native industries, such as the making pf boots 

or Mukluks, would re.sult in an additional income to these 

destitute. people. · . 

The wri tel' noted that the Natives ~re eagel" to better 

their condition, ~ut little has been done about it with 

these pr1m1t1v- people, With proper management ot their 

food supply, fUr resources, and health, the management 

ot the nesting waterfowl would be. taken oare of, 

This area has little ot any knoWn value except to~ 

wildlife, and in that it is most important. The super

vision of it by a man that can talk the Eskimo language, 

•uch as George Sheppard, Trader at Chevak, could pay the· 

moat tremendous dividends in increased waterfowl production, 
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ana at tbo eame time better the status or the Eskimos 

man1 told. 

V1olat1on8 othGI' than tlatlvos. 

·Tne,wr1ter teele, tram converaat1ona wlth white 

people in the outlying diat~lota of Alaska, that wate~· 

towl ree,u1e.t1ona al"e·not well obeerved.by tbem. Without 

doubt tbeJ'O 11 much 1pJ1.ns, ahoot1ns and cons1c1ot'able 

v1olat1Qna:aa to hOUfllt gun& usod1 ff.nd the like. One 

man ••• obaerved ln return1ne; another man.. soose oall 

to hlm at Fairbanke.1n the latter part ot May. He 

expla1nctd w.t. th a 'ld~,. that ho. had been pract1clng gooee 

oal11ng out on a looal rdver.. FUrther conversation 

revealed that the oa-.ne Nanaaement Asenta at Fairbank& : 

bad Just apprehended a oouplo ot the looal whites k1111ng 

geese 1n violation ot the law and the return ot the goose 

oall was sood testimony that the Agents or the Fish and 

W1ldl1te 5erv1QG were on tht Job ana people were getting 

the 'ldea. 

Game law vlolatlona ln such a place aa FB1rbanka 

are absolutely unneoesaary and aa 1nexouaabla aa those . 

in the Statea, and the write~ haa heard muob to make him 
' 

believe that the Entoroement Otf1oera are doing a good 

Job aM. breaking up JAUCb or thla practloe. nowever, 

there 1• an old time bel1et amons White people in outlying 
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dlstr1cts far remote from the larger places like 

Fairbanks, that the birds are a local proposition·, and 

theirs through necessity, by virtue ot the isolation of 

that particular pereon. The writer feels that this thing 

is atil~ a bit overdope• The major.ity of wl:lite people 

are in no way dependent upon game ot any k~nd tor a living• 

It is a welcome change, and often one does not_blame them 

for desiring this change in diet, but it is no necessity. 

A s~milar tempo in thQuc)lt about 'hooting rights might be 

observed in the remote parts ot Louisiana; where the· 

natives or that state have something the same. idea, 

Without doubt the take of birds out ot season by 
• ! ~ ' 

whites in Alaska is well·ut1~1zed, probably with leas 

waste than those taken by Natives in roany instances, but 

the real neceasi ty is not there, although· w1 thout doubt 

the change of diet is agreeable and the shooting is not 

done for aport. 

The writer has been informed, by miners of outlying 

district~, that often they had watertowl during the 

Spring, Summer and Fal~ in their camps, They stated 

that usually these birds were purchased from the Natives. 

In some place~ big game animals, are also utilized in 

this same manner. 

Such is no reflection on the Game Department in 

Alaskat The w~ter feels that, their work has been very· 
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well done. · Wltb the tew men .that thoy·havo tor entor-ce•· 

mont wo*, and the 1eolated nature ot tllia countey, 1t 

1• re~rkii~.blG that IUOb iOOd OOV&rage baa been obta1nec:1, 

and euch sood obedience to tho laws are toba bad, 

The writer saw on tho Yukon Rl ve:r tn early June, 

a box ot about a bushel capacity, tilled w1tb goose 

ptarmigan, and· duok eggs. The white ttlan -..\lo ihed them 

stated.· that he bought them from a native. Thie praot1oe 

tormorl7 was most.oommon but ot late rears has boon dla• 

oouraaed. 

Pathel.' Fox, Priest at Hooper Bay, 1ntormed the writer 

that t¥-ans1ont tradora tonnerly purchased waterfowl es~a. · 

tor eale farther up .river, Also the down of duoka and 

geese were pu.rohaaed to'l' the making or down aleepins 

robea,. Be aa1d that tbe Lf1au1ons, ln prevtoua years, had 

purchaeed •s&a and·b1~s tram the Nat1veo, but or late 

were d1soouraglng the praotioa. 

ot lntoreat, 1n a school bouae,·operated by the 

Government,· the wr1te~ Ob$erved on a b~lletln board aoma• 

what the :tollow1naJ 

"Po~ the boJM to paJ· tor their Ohrlatmae ah1rta, 

they ma7 br1na two seeae, or two do~en 1ooee eggs,• 

from the above it m!$bt be noted that there 1u still 

1n mallJ plaoaa little thou&ht e;lvon to ooniervat1on1 . and 

that the praot1oe ot buJ1ng esas and blrds trom the 

18. 



Natives le not entirely dono e.way with. The school 

teachers of. tho above mentioned institute ot learning 
. . 

were moat e!noe:re ln tho!r work, and were attempting 

to help tho destitute Nat1vea to solve their problema 
.. 

ot 11v1nse 

BANDING BIROS 

About the only way to band ntertC?Wl in this area 

on ·anr basta ot production 11 througb ba~lng dr1vea ot 
'. ' . 

the old moultlns adulte, and tho!~ young. Tbe youns 
. . i . 

blrda are ot aucb a alae at th1s t~e, that all that can 
; . ' ' 

bo oapturod aro larae · enoush to band, 'Wltb aeese ln 
~ " ' . ' . 

particular, lt baa been noted. that at a vecy earlJ 

ase their teet aro bls enough to ~ta1n a band._ 

It Ia moat apparent that a crew of three or fou~ 

•tout•hOarted fellows that are quite w1ll1ng and tleet 

ot toot can band conslderablo blrda by e1mplf obaetna 

them ashore, and oatch1ne; aa manr or tbom as 11 poaalble, 

Thla method baa but one aerloua ~wbaek, and 1 t le 
. . . . . ' . . 

aerloua. ~he large sulla and tho Jaegers are ever 
•. ' 

att:Paoted b7 euoh purau1 t, and lmJr~dl•tel7 conpegate , . 
. ' ' ·, ' . 

to tesu•t on any JO\mg&ter that eeo.apes1 or :ln manJ cases 
- ' 

to oatch the band•d ones that have been temporar11J 

abandOnded b7 their parent•• In d1aouaa1ns Glauooua 

Gulls and Long Tailed Jaogetta elpewhero 1n th1a repottt1 
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1a a tullor eooount ot how those predao1oua blrds operate. 

In taking advantase ot gooeo drives, one o~n, with 

the Natives, oatoh a cone1derable n~ler ot young seese, 

and adults ae wull. However, a~a1n d1ft1oulty 11 encountered 

The drive 1e hold pr1mar11J by. the Natives to sooure goeae 

tov tood, Those are put away, some aalted1 and uavod tor 

lator uee. Alao 1t la reported tbat.often many of those 

birds are waated, or ted to doas, tk1na are also taken 

tor parkae, Theee seeae eaved tor tood natur•lly can 

not be banded, and that removes all ohanoes to band the 

adult b1rds1 While it 1a bette~ to band the JOUngaters 

one noed slve the natives eomethlni to compensate them 

tor r$leaa1n& them, otherwise they too arek111ed. A 

standard pr.eoodont belng $1.00 pe-r pereon eneaged 1n tbe 

drive, Tb1a 1a oh$ap labor, and dooa not total much, 

however to auooeaatully round up theae oagy b1rds1 qu1te 

a number of natives are needod. Suoh a numbor of men 

romovcu·the poaelb111ty of 4;1o1nc tb1e on any ext$n&lve 

ecalo, 

Ag11ln one would not want to be a party to th1u kind 

ot buslneaa, of or~an1z1ng such dr1vea, It a drive 1& 

to be made an,way, as was the oaee ot the one brou~t to 

the attention ot the writer, 1t probably 1a well to take 

advantage or tt, It does save all or the young blrde, 

at a very nomdna~ tisuro. In add1t1on one gets them banded • 

ao. 
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In banding ducke, and va~1ous eboreb1rda, often the 

old mother b1rda are not ·as wild as the sooae mothGr-a, 

and will hang aroUJ'ld the vlolnlty olpl!le enough that 

the l~ttle ones oan be oapturea and banded, then released 

all at one t1me, and be immediately taken ovor by the 

mother.· Tllia la t1ne When 1 t works. 

UauallJ w1 th young duolcs, th'*1 take advantage of aoma 

pond too deep to~ oomto:rtable wad1ntb a.nd then d1 ve in sll 

direotlona, lf one does 80 1n after them, Sometimes a 

portlon ot a b~ood may thus bo aooured. 

Wl tb the shore birds,. tho 11 ttle ·ones are uauo.lly 

ao woll hiddon, that 1t 1a unusual to find more than one 

ot a· brood, if that manJ• Alao 1 t has been noted here that 

shore birde rarelr brlns ott their uaual tour offspring. 

Trapping b!rde ls entirely 1mpract1cal in lar~e~ 

apec1ea, such ae the waterfowl, exoopt1n& by the use of 

flab net• and drives. Some emall blrde, could, with proper 

equ1pment Bnd t1me be trappod and banded, but tho awwnera 

are all too ehort and the territory to be covered 1e too 

largo tor suoh 1ntene1 vo work. 

The following t&ble liets all tho birdo b~nded by 

the writer during the paat summe~ or 1941 •. several hundred 

m1Y1t easily have beon bandod on the L';OOuo drive that wae 

held by. the Kaahunuk ttat1vea, but owing to emnll boat 

equipment and a continued wind for over a week, tho w:c,1 tor 



oou14 not negotiate the l'ough wat,el"e ·and· Jteaoh the village. 

AleobG04lU88 ottho lose ot .. month's time in reaohins 

thie •~••• much rec~nnalaianoe work had to be done·to 

locate the birds wttb a :resultant loas 1n t1me that 

m16htllavo boen·spent.1n:bandlni,· Had the writer been 

in thta area a month oarl1er, the neatlns would have been 

located,.and wnen tlme.came tor bandlns, the birds 

would have been located and plana made tor ttut~1r capture, 

RECORD OP' anms BANDED 

No, of J¥11m& nate -- ~ooalltf JP&o1es AE~e Remarks !otal No. 

40·'786001 to · '7•19•41 :.Chevak, Emperor Juvon1le 
Alaska Goose 2 we$kl 

40•?3601& tn. · ' · 15 

Chevak I Oaokltns Juvenile 
Goose 9 weeks 

40•736019to '1•1'1•41 9 mt. so. Oaokllns Juvenile 

40•?36026 to 7•19·41 

40•736033 1n, 

40·?36035 to ?·19•41 

40..;.786019 in, 

Ohevuk Goose 3 woeku 

.. . 

" 

teasel' ·. Juvenile 
Canada 

Whltetronted 
Oooee Adult 

Whitetronted 
Oooll)• Juvenile 

Wb1tefPonted 
GQoee Juv.enile 

e 

l· 

5 

1 
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BIRD SKli~S SAVED, 

The writer tully Intended to collect as many ot 

the 4owny JOune ot the watertowl, shore b1rda, and 

othora, as tlme ·poNltted. Mf&nyof these birds, 1t 

wae real1aed Ql'«.t never aeen except· 1n tbis country, and 

thelr p~esenoe 1n many oo1leot1ona la entirely laok1n8• 

!lowtver, th1Q waa.sudlJ handicapped bJ th~ tact that the 

auppoaodly·prea~ansed plana tor a boat wore not oar.r1ed 

out. 'rbe reault ot amv1ng on the nesting 6)'ound 

almoat a'tull month later·than·planned, preve,nted the. 

major1t1 ot the· oo11ect1on ot tho downy youne;. ·.As 1t 
' . 

was, most ot tbe ·11 ttle b1rda, by the tiu1e there where-

about& WGN d!acoverod and· tho uaual roconne.isaanoe in . 

looat1~s a suitable place to work oarr1ed out, were too 

lars• to be claseed 1n the downy youns·category. Some· 

were tound, and taken, but ao a l'Ule, tew ot them were to . 

be bad, 

, Plana to make ak1na ot tbe b1Pda aommon to th1a 

reston were oarr1ed out so t~ •• eucb was possible. In 

maklna lons tr1pa bJ·water, 1n a boat entirely inadequate 

tor- euoh travel, there waa little chance to malce up ek1na, 

or even •• the writer doee, to akin and anlt a great many. 

Aa 1t was, th1rt7•three (31) ald.nrr we.,. •avod. · Twenty-two 

' ' 
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I . 



( 29) wore dowey youn;, a·nd youne; not eo downy, ond 

Eleven (11) were adult blrds, 

In the case ot manr or the duoka, such as the 

e1der8, eome apeo1ou were entirely absent, or the males 

at leaat were not to be had. 

RECORD O!f BillD SKINS TAlrJ~~N. 

Place l!!,! Ag.G 

Tanana Rive~, 6·1•41 oreat Grey OWl Fe, 
Alaska 

Yukon Rive~, 6·9·41 Red,B,Uerganaer U 
Holy Crose 

Kasbunuk Vil• '1·9•oil Steller• Elder U 
la~e ,Alaska 
0 II 7•2•41 .. 

Adult 

Adult 

Adult 

Adult 

Remarks 

II It '1·2-41 

7·9-41 

7·2•41 

II F~ Adult 1 yr. old 

u u· 

" 

.. .. 
11 

n a 

.. P4ii Adult 

Juv. 2 daa. old 

'1•2•41 Spectacled Juv. 
Bide~ 

7•9•41 Plnta11 Duok JUv. 

7·2~41 Oookl1na ooouo JUv, 

'1·9-41 Gull 

7•2•41 Sabine Gull 

7•3•41 Emperol'.Goose ., 
~ ' ' ' .... 

Juv. 

.. 

1 w. old 

1 wk. old 

1 wk. old 

10 daya 

3 daye 

1 week 

Chevak, Alaska w • Pt~u·u~·~an .ruv, .. 5 daya 

a u 
,:1 

a u L~ T ~ ~aege~. 

II 
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(Reoord ot bird skins taken-continued) 

§pact as 

Chevak, Alaeka· 7·U3•41 Black Turna:tono Juv. e weeks 
a " 7-13-41 

.. " '7·13 ... 41 
Q " '7-14•41 

" ·u 7·14~41 

" u· . '7-14-41 

It .. '1·14-41' 

10 miles below 7·1?•41 
Ollevak 

••• H· 
·' '1•1?•41 

n u '1-1'1·~1 

10 M,N,E,Ohevak 7·20·41 
... 

Chevak, Alaska 7·18·41 

Hed·Phala:rope Juv, a woeka 

Arotio Tern 

" d 

" " 
L.'r •. Jr:u~e;er 

u u 

Caok:. OOOS$ 

Olauo. -Oull 
n ·n 

P. Oodw1t ... 

Juv, 3 weoks 

.M Adult 

F'e• ·fldult 

M Adult 

Juv, Flying 

· Juv. ia# killed by 
0 Gull 

· · M Adult Thts pail' 
killed above 

·i . :' ·Fe • ··Adult yount) ~bOose 

M 

}~ 

JUv, 

Juv, ·. 

·Juv, 

Flying 

Flying 

Flying 

~1ly1ng 

" " 7•24·41 R.B~Sandp1pe~ 

7•24•41 L,LongspuP 

M 

M. Found dead 

•l _'; ,· 

-··.· 

'' •, 
t ~ ; 
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• 
BIRD STOMAOUS SAVED• 

·'l'he saving or·all atomaoha ot b1~da taken, was 

rollgtoualy carr1ed·out. The aav1ng ot many of tho 

downy young atomacha waa made 1mpoea1ble on·account 

ot the lateness ot the wrtter•s arrival into this area, 

resulting in few of the youns be1na obtained. 

· An'i b11"da killed· to~ ·&kina wore eaved, A few birds 

were killod tor tood1 ian~.theae util1&$d. In a tew 

!natanoes b1rda ·wore noted that the Eskimos ··bad shot, 

' Predaolous ·birds 'were taken, but not in any quanti• 

t1ea, booauae by the time the w:vlter located the main ' 

nesting ii'OUnda and ·the roung waterfowl, tlle little onoa 

wore too large as .a rule tor predacious birds to bother · 

to any great extant.· Tba neooasity for the taking ot · 

considerable Olaucoua Oulla and Jaogeru 1s most paramount 

1t we ~re to havo any actual.data on the extent ot tho· 

Whenever possible; planta wore taken, so that the 

tood habits or those birds that were tak~n, m!gbt easily 

be worked out. 

In all th1rt)'•&even (3?) bird etomaohs wore obtained,, 

and the speotes, and data on the~ la aa tollowsa 



• 
HEOOllD OF BIRD S'rOMAOUS ·SAVED. 

fl4°Et, •, ' ~ " nato ~eeo1e!· ·Sex· Age Remarks - - :; K~ellunuk V111a&e,· '7-2·41' Stellere. M· Adult :l 
·! Alaska Eider n ... .. 7~2-41' n M Adult ... , 

7·8·41 .. tt Fo ·Adult 

• u ·'1·2·41 .. d :Fe . Adult 
lt. • ,._2•41 " .Juvenile ' 2 d6J8 old .. II '7•12.-41 If Pe Adult 1 year 

•• " 7•12·41 .U Po Adult 1 year 
... ... 7•12·41' .. . 

·Fe Adult· 1 year ; 
; 
) 
J I 

:~~ 
q, u '7·9··1· Speot.aolod Juvenile 1·week 

·tude~ 
. . " It ·.7•2•41' P1nta11 Duck .. 1 \VOOk 

g ~. 
I II a '1•2•41 . Ce.qkl1r~ · Juvenile 1 .'ftek '' ,, 

Gooae I! .. • '1·2·41 Oull Juvenile .. 10 days I 
i: 

II " '1·2·41 Gull, Juvenile I d&J& J'l Iabine a ':•! .. a '1•3•41 Emperor .Juvenile 1 week I 
j Gooee f Ohevak1 Alaoka Pta~gan, JUvon,1le 5 daya 

Willow .. 
1 week • .. .. ·puven1lo 

" • .. u Adult 
u .. ·L.fli.Jae&er t?e Adult 
It •• .. N Adult 
II tl ·'1·7·41.. ·Am.SooterPe Adult 

.i ·i~ ,, 

tt ft . ·~::n P1nta11 K Adult 
!.: 

2·l week• • .. .. 7•13·41.Ptarmtgan Juvenile 
~ :· . "· 

27, 
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Record ot Blrd Stomaohe saved • continued-

Place ·Dots.· §pecies '!!.! -\ei• .' Rearks 

Chevak,·· Alaska· 7·13-41 Bl •. Tul'natone Juvenile 2 weeks 
.. " 7·13-41. Re4'Phalaropo Juvenile 2 weeka 
.. 0 '7·18•41 Arot1o Tern Juvan1le 2 weeks 
.. " '7·13-41 Glaucous Gull u ADfJf1T 

... II ?·13-41 L, T. Jaege:r · Pe' Adult 
It .. '1•13•41 n II M .Adult 
.. .. '7·14·41•' ... tt Juvenile Flying 
.. .. ?•14•41; Arct1o Tern. M Adult 

" H '1•14-4l u ... Fe· • . Adult 
., -.· 

·' ' caok.oooae Juvenile lll killed bJ 10 nd.lea below '1·1'7•41 
Ohev~k,Alaaka Olauo. gulls 

" u '7·1'7·4.1 Olauo.Gull u · Adult 11lled a }love 
.. " 7·1'7-41 Olauo.Gull Fe Adult tf .. 

' 
Chevak, Alaaka '1·434•41 Pintail Fo Adult , ... 

l, 

" • '1·24·41 .o.w.Teal' M Adult ., 
. '•'. ' H • '7·24·41 ·p.ocdw1t Adult Plying 

. .. It '7·24•41 n.n,sandp1per u Adult 

'• ';. 

• 

·'· 

. tl 

I, I 

? 

. ·~ I· , 
, 'I;·· 
; : 
[' 

I• 

1;: 

. I!, ,, 
I, 
i 

: I'; 

I 

• I 

! .. 
,• ; 

,,, 

. 



• 
DOG DBPREDATIORS. 

·. · Aa no.ted 1n UQ.i'ttaem ca~ad~ ln tho paet, untied 

doge, abandoned doa.al ar~d doss purpoeGly tumed· loose 

to prevent· bav1ns to~ teed . them, at'O ae~1ous tao tors 

in watertowl neat1ng .. gpound••· · · ' 

' Dog teed 1a, and. probabl7 al•aya will be, one ot the 

most a&tlloua foOt1 problEUI'll 1n the tiorth. · Praot1oally 

all w1ntex-, tl'avel by, the bulk of tho population 1a w1 th 

dots teame. · A1:rplanes, ·· artow•mob1lee and power t:ranspor

tatton while not alw$ya· praotloa11 at'O alao vox-y exp$ns1ve. 

VO&$ must eat,. and suatu1n1ng' too<j1 preferably tlsb, · ~eal, 

or white Whale, Ootli'Jiero·lal preparations are not onlJ too· 
' expene1ve; but the v1tam1n oontent and tat .Present is . 

not autt1c1ent tor does to·matnta1n bealth and do good 

work. Thus, t!og teed, and lal'se quant1t1os of 1t, 1a 

tl1e endleaa tb1na to be taoed 1n tho nor-th. In Spr1ns 

montna, When watortowl neat, lt 11 a temptation to tu~ 

tho doss looae and let thent teed on waterfowl eggs, and 

lata~ tho youns and moultlns adults. This praotlce 1n 

tbo past waa · ve" oo.'UmOni Though much has been· done to 

dlsoourage tt. 

In tbe Northwest Ta~r1to~1ea of rocaijt ye~ra, Mounted 

Poltoe ahot an, looae doge they aaw, not only as a pro• 

tectlon to game, but beoauae tho beasts, often teroc1oue, 

. 
'·. 
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bad 1n some 1natanoea killed ob!ld:ren. oeorso Sheppard, 

at Chevak, baa done praot1oall7 thla aame thing, with a 

vlew ot eav1na waterfowl, and tho idea ha& ap:read throu&b 

out the.wative• ot thla aztea. It 1a understood that the 

M11&1on at ffooper Bay baa o.lao dlaoouraged this pl>aotlce. 

When one wltneaaee a common aled dOi polleh oft a 

tour or tlvt pound t1ah and lick his chops tor more, it 

takea no ve:r'l v1v1d 1maa;1nat1on to eurmlae the quant1tlee 

ot •sis, or ~ouns birds, that auoh an appetite m!Ebt 

oonaUl'Do in a sbort Jl&riod ot time, A dozen such dos,a 

m1.ght aooount tor thouaanda ot waterfowl in one aummer 

particularly at neat1nt tbae when the eiss were available, 

and it ta undet'etood by the writer that theue beaata are 

very adapt at t1nd1na the neata. ·At varolous times tied 

d.osa have been W1 tnessed layin45 ln watt tor song b1J'de 

teod1ng near them, and attempting to catch them, That 

a dog wlll not eat watertowl 1n tho Rol"th 1e pure bunk. 

While 1t 1a tNe, that "outside" a dog will hardly ever 

touch duck meilt, or sooae., evon when cooked, auoh does 

not bold truQ 1n thla oount:ry. Adult geese tor example, 

wlth hard hollow bones, are otten ted to dogs when an 

excess ot them ia available, In ak1nn1ng aomo almoet 

inedible Eide~ duoka, the writer bas thrown tho oaroasaes 

to eled dosa and seen them ea~orly devoured •. That dogs 

avoid eat ins birds wl th tht!Jir hollow sharp bone a beoause 

50. 
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of possible tnteati'ne puncturing roaulte, 1a pure tanor. 

Thor will eat tb;;,m on every ·oaoaa1on, oven pta:n:nlgan 

being no exception, and apparently with no bad results. · 

MAMMAL$ Of THE CHEVAK ABBA. 

outstanding,· for Alaska, 1e th1a area, to~ aoarolty 

or m~l•• Not only 11 bls same entlrely lacking, but 

small mammals as well are greatly in the · m1nori ty. · 

Interior Alaoka, where some elevation 1a to be had, otten 

preeenta· a wealtn ot.blg·game· that 1a to be hardly sur• 

paaaed by any oount17 ·tn the· world•· ·A a one lcu1 vee the 

timbered area,· and approaches the Bering Sea Coast,· all 

large ani~ala are udsalng. 

In d1aouas1ng the J»llUtlmalS anti furbtUll"Gl'G ot the 

Chevak area, the wt'ltor has· consulted George Sheppard,· 

trade~ at that ·plaoe, and nat1vea locally tor much ot 

b1a 1nto:rmat1on. ·shepp~d has been 1n thta·a:rea ·as tba 

onl7 trade• to~ t1tteen yeara, apeaka tluant Eskimo, 

and 11 a very b~ignt and·obaerv1na man, 

... Otten the total· tako, or aveJtage eatoh ot turbearera 

will bo mentlon.ed tn :·the tollow1ns deuor1ptlon and llatlnsa. 

Th1e 1• not a Pl'Opoa1t1on where the oatoh waa divided and 

part ot 1t aold bert at Chevak,· and the remainder at some 

other tradtns peat• For a number ot 7eara there bas been 

no other tradlna poet to deal wlth these people, The 
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catches as l:isted, represent almost tne eritire catch 

of this area,. The Natives are given credit at Sheppard's 

Store, and are then~ expected· to P.ay up when they get any 

fur. Rarely do they fail to do so because of taking 

their goodt~ elsewhere, as any other posts are entirely 

too fa~ distant for such to be done, 

It is to ~e noted that in an area of similar size, 

in cornparable country in the Mackenzie· Delta of Canada, 

the fur take!? would--be many times more than is the case 

here, In reality furbearers are not abundant, and the 

writer teels,that th~s scarcity is due to a lack Of small 

rodents to feed them, The latter are quite scarce• In· 

tens1ve hunting by the Native is not the cause, of poor 

fur catches. Thelrmethoda,of taking animals are quite 

primit1/ve, they have few traps, and still hunt the 

majority of their "-n~male• 

Much of the Chevak •rea is flat low-lying oountryl' 

with tide strea~s outtins it 1nto a labyrinth of m~rrow 

cr•eeks and Channels• . The rise lilnd fall in these are 

over six feet• In the_past few years, there have been 

la:r'ge tidc:us• aide'd by west win~s, that almost have covered 

the total ot.thia flat area• 1Q1ldlife IlO doubt-suffered 

severly from such storms; and naturally' ~van in normal 

years do not heavily populate it• M~y of the more 

transient mammals; such as the foxes work: out into this 
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aroa ·durin& tho tttoz&n months • It baa been remarked 

that trapping la much batter farthe~ inland, tusl abundant 

and tlahtna better,· 1et the Bsklnaoa ot thla ar-ea ol1ng 

to their anceatoral huntlne. arounda, 

Mice. 

One .. apeo1es ot mouse waa noted at Clnevak, and one 

oaueht and aktnnea b7 tl1e writer, has not ret been 

ldentltled at tbls wrlt1ns~ 

Aocora1na to the natives tbeae rodents are ta1r1J 

numeroua, but never- to the extent that l&mmtns are ln . 

the Oanadltn Arct1o. Probabl~ th1a small mammal 

a carol t7 1• p:an1a117 roaponalble for the shortae;e Cit 

white and colored toxea 1n tbla·aroa. 

Shrewa, 

Ono rathol' larae shrew wao oaught ln a mouse trap• 

It was termed looall7 a mole bJ the Nat1vea. Whether 

true or not, the writer does not know, but the Eek1moe 

olalm, that wolle these little mammala are often fa1~17 · 

plentltUl, toxeo and predators·wtll not eat them, oeor&e 

'-'r 

.. i 

) ·.: 

! ,, 

Sheppa.rd told ot a oat that ·oaught and ate one, and i· 

became almoat immediately 111 and would not egaln touch 

another one, atter dlseorstns the one lt hf.ld eaten. Ot 

interest, he aa1d1 was the tact thllt 1n hia trading poet, 
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tbay were tar more deatruot1ve to h1a gooda than ndce. 

The latter outtlns flour •aoks and getting into things 

they were interested ln eat! rig, 'l'he shrews· would •• 

llke aa not, eat tbrougb a bta bolt ot cotton drill; 

dr7 goods.; a 6Q,..;pound chest ot tea, or anything that 

. tbeJ could ill•" thl'ouah• 

Muskrats. 

Muakrata are one of the common turbearera purohaaed 

at Chevak• though locally thoy a:re not present. !lattve 

hunters oome 1nland from the coast to hunt these :rodonte 

1n the spring; and rt41st set well above ~be tide country 

to find them• There ts so little protection tor them 
., 

1n the, low banked tluctuut1ng rivera, and tho ahallow 

lakes~ that throil&h neoeaa1ty, tho,- are to be round onlf 

where water levels are more stable and lakes deep enough 

to prevent their freezing out. 

Muskrats are moh more abundant 1n streams and lakes 

aloaer to the Yukon River, and mucb lar0er kills made 

there by the spring hunter' ae a result. Inland from 

Chevak a tew m!lea, muakrata are to be found 1n limited 

numbera and 1noreaae 1n abundance as hle;her oountry 1a 

encountered.· Ilare;er and deeper lakes are reported to 

have them 1n ~onelderable number, though often the Natlvee 

spoke ot findinG ln the springtime lakes well dotted with 



muskrat houses, and no rata present, evidently 

freezin6 out. 

In operating-the Chevak post fifteen years, 

Sheppard this year purchased more muskrats than.in 

all other years con1bined, about 7000 or 8000. - Some 

Natives got as many·aa 200 par man, All these were 

shot, no trapping or these animals being done• Good 

Grade• Price paid, ~a.oo each' 

Mink are one of the surest fur prospects of 

the Chevak area, and are to be found throughout much 

ot the country, from the Coast to the Yukon River. 

Aa many as 1200 mink are purchased yearly; (usua~ly 

500-600); 1n this section• Many of these animals 

are trapped; but some ot them are still hunted and 

shot by the Natives• .These mink are a fair grade and 

average about ~~12•00 to $15• oo ee.che 

Sheppard stated that during mild winters the 

catch of mink is greatly increased, they being prone 

to hole up, or remain where they are not available to . 

the hunters. ' In this country of' bardpacked trozen 

snow of no great depth, the wind reaches high velocities, 

and ~ragroants of moss and lichens often blow along the 

snow eurt'aoe almost like dust, The Nativea say that in 
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• ver,r cold woat~er When th1a blowing takas place, 

mink w111 no~ come out aa they do not 11ko the 

tlne particles of debrla ln the a1~. The write~ 

hae noted, that when walking with the wind, this 

moae 11 dlalodaed and tlQe particles get into one'• 

oyea w1 tb ·no _Vet"J pleasant. results, 

Otter. 

A few otter are taken around Chevak eaoh yeal' 

and command a good price, probably a blt above the 

regular srket, as Sheppa~ haa. a eale tor all that 

he catohaa to pr1 vate lndlv1duals, for tbe ma1dna 

of WG'l1eJ.l' a fur, coats. 

All otter are shot, and none trapped~ As man, 

'" t1ftJ have been purobaaed at Cbeva.k ln a ,-ear, 

but probablJ on an averase, a dozen or tJ.tteen are 

taken, Pr1oes thla .. Jea:r ranged up to $J.l&.oo. 

Ur.w1ne are a scarce arttole tbta close to the 

ooaet, Poaa1bly a dozen a year •ro brou~ht lnto the 

trading poat, ·end have a utandard pt•lce of f1 tty oenta 

eaoh. 



White foxes brousnt into th1a t~ad1ng poat at 

Chevak probably averagu about 160 J&&.rlJ• In good 

years more are taken, and.1n poor years but few. A 

kill of twelve by a Nat 1ve, in a winter 1s exoept1onal, 

ond the avera~e 1a probably about two per man per 

winter, and at that, much time ie spent· in the hunting 

of them. 

ot lnteroat, 1s that toxea aro never trapped 

hero, but rather are at1ll hunted by the Natlveu. 

Also, though B relatively small an1mal. 1 all Ill"& ahot 

w1 th h1th poworcd rlnee,, 50•50's or prererrably of 

rooont Joara, 260·3000 savages. Bullets are solid 

oteel jacketed so do not expand and tear tho pelt to 

plecea, but the elze ot the ~~ns usud 1u this work ia 

reallJ amual Di:h 

.Prtcee tbls paet w1nte:r tor whl te foxes avo raged 

ibout 'la,oo eaob, 

Colored Foxes • 

. About half ot all the foxoe purchtllaed at Chevak 

are Red Foxes, or color phases or this epocles. 

Sllvere are rare, and do not avera~e one in the lot 

per winter. Also Crose toxea are muoh in the m1nor1ty 

i. 
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compared to the run of them 1n tho Oanadtan Jtrctlo. 

The Red fox hore 1u ot fine color, and differs markedly 

trom those found inland towards the Yukon lU ver. These 

Reds are quite large, and have iauob reduor fur than those 

to tho eaat ot them•· 

Tb1a, yoal" about $10,00 wris tho averace price paid• 

Paclf1o Bearded seal. 
' . 

Mukluk or Oo&-ruk ( Bek1mo) 

Th1& lar&t'aeal 1a eagerly hunted by the Natives 

and a eOOd price Obtained tor th&1~ sk1na, as woll 

as seal o11 md dried meat being obtained tor them. 

The h1ukluk, or tull·e;rown species ot the Bearded 

soal, brings the atandQrd price or $10.00 eaoh locally. 

They aro also a.old ~t tho villageu on the Yukon r1ve:r 

tor boot aoles, and are also utilized to some extent 

on the coast tor tho mck1n~ ot large skin native boatu. 

Th1o eam@ eoal whon younior ta ta~en &nd skinned 

and tile halx• oarotully sol•aped from 1 t, and drJ.ed flat 

as 1s the largo 'Mukluk'• Thie smaller, th1nnel• skin. 

1n ~he trade 1a known as a "lovetaok" and 1a nleo 

utilised tn boot soles, partloularly ln w1ntet• foot• 

wear. Theae eklns a:re purchased at a etandard·prloe 

ot t,7.eo eaob, and the toot wants of th~ country takes 

I' .. I ,, 

':I 

' . (.!, 



• 

• 

all tba t the n& tt voe can br1ng 1n and sell. 

·Those amall. aeala are oommon to· this area, and 

on oocas1on1 as do the lau ... 0e Mukluk, come inland tn 

the tldal rivera. TbeJ ,are common on the bayi ot 

the Be~lng Sea and are skinned out th~o~l the mouth• 

into a·poke, and sold With the halr turned lnstde 

in thia· ·manner. 'l'h&y br1'ng '15 cents each. They are 

mainly uaed ·in the ak1ng or tops tor waterboots, 

and at tizee are eklnn-d and tbe hal~ removed and 

sold ·dried flat at a muob better· tr 1CJG~ 

Spotted Seal, 

Theae seale are killed 1n eoma quantities at the 

Hooper BaJ a.rea and are ut111zed as other aeal sldne 

mentioned above. 

Sea Llon. 

Three aoa lion skins were brouaht to Obevak thla 

summer, and the tirst ever seen thEn~G, they we~ kllled 

ott cape · Romanaotf, 

' ·' 
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Walrus are taken ott shore tram Jloopor Bay, thoUB;b 

not ln the quantltlos that they are round in heavle~ 

1ce farther no~th, . 

Wbeae an1male to:rmorly tum1obed considerable 

revenue tor tbolr 1 vorJ, ae well au tho value of' thG1r 

Dl@Att · Of NOGnt JC~ttl the 1V01'7 prloe bas been quite 

low, and little 11 realized from 1t. only of the 

laat roar or ao,, b•ve the pr1m!t1vo Natives ot th1a 

roa1on attempted work1na 1~ory toP aale ~o ahopa 

further out to the tour1at trade, Tb&J,l' ettorts to 

date a:re qul to , orude. · · · 

, The writer 1•· patb•r alarmed at the attempt be1ns 

made b7 tho oov~J'liDlent. to 1nduce the Alaaka ltat1 V(;le · 

to taka up lvor, capv1ng, · It ia a commendable thlng 

fol" the 1VOJ7 or these beasts that are taken for food 

to bo ao ut111aed and an addod lnaomo brou£bt to the 

B'at1ves.· B'onver, at pttesent the lat1ve 1s killing 

ent1~elJ too many walrua 1n order to set the ivory tor 

theee salable trinkota. 

While Hooper ,Bay 11 rathev out or tho walrus. 

oount:ry, the wrlter round 'two. or these slant beasts 

doad there upon tho beaob with Just thel~ tvor.y tusk• 

and toetb removed. These en1mala wero dl"1fted 1n by 

40. 

( 
l 
\ 

I , 



• 

• 

nvo action, and bore mute evldenoo or the .tratt1c 

that there la 1n th1a 1vor.y trPde, 

A tramaiont t:rader that visited Moopar Buy th1e 

past flpt'in~·, told Father l?ox of flndlng forty or the 

dead animal~ along the Alaaka ooaat .and stated that 

the .King Island ltatlvea were elauehte:rlng theBe blS 

beaate t'or tbo lv'Of7 alone •. 

Walrus are not so ·numerous that they can long 

OndUN this persecution• It· is to be noted·that the 

Eakl~o• are able to k~ll them from ar~ll akin boata 

with harpoons. No• that all nat1voe have h1t£b powered 

:rifle a,· the walrus do not· ~tand a chance. Often the 

. huntora moot walwe that 1t 1a 1tnpoas1ble to 
1mmo<J1ately. retrieve, sayina ttuit 'tbe7 will wa~h up 

IOlllO plaoo, ·GnU IOU1$0tl$ wlll· get the ,lVOrzf• 

It S.a 11aperat1vo that some action be 1li1rl5ed1atelJ 

token to atop tbio wnoleaalo alauibter ot walrus. 

Draot1o laws ehould be introduced, l.tm1ts on tlles0 

beaata aat1 and.tbe mak1ng or a oommero1nl thlng or 
the 1voey aott•pedalled. It 1a tnteroat1ng to note 

that the Department of the Intartor, throusJl thsfr 

Native crat~a·eduoatlonal work probably are unw1tttnsl7 

responsible tor th1a added t~kQ ot walr-us, By the 

eamo 'oken, the ••me D&part•nt abould through the 

F1ah and \Vlldllte 5ervlce1 make· lmmedlate steps to 

. 41, 
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:reot~lot lndlsorlrolnate k1111ne; of these ra:re ontmals. 

\\b1 te Whale a, 

Tho Bel usa 1a extena1 vely hunted 1n &umlll&r months 

around tho UoQper Bay area, and on oooaslon they aro 

takon inland on atre&Inu as far as Chevak, 'lb0i r oil 

to:r wlnter use is' saved in larae quantities, and t'he 

flesh ot thom S.a dr1ed und put e.way tor winter noeda. 
' 

The aklna ot thee& mammals are rtu•ely usad foX' 

toot gear, as 1n the Western Arctio of Canada, bein~ 

very slippery 1n the wet mosey tundra. 
'. . . . ~ 

Other Mall'.lmale. 

Only rarely aro any other mammals ever found 

ln this Chevak a~oa, A strsy wolve~lne, or ~arten 

baa boen noted ln many roars time. Bear are aoldom 

seon, and Caribou, moose and Mountain sheep oro 

abuolutely unknown here. Not many miles on the 

a1Fl1ne 1nland, 1n tho higher country. manJ o.t these 

lar~er animals are to ba found. To the south a 

hundred miles, thB Larso Alaska Brown boars m1ght 'be 

found, but rarely have those an1,nals been noted ln 

this d1etr1ct. 

Onoo, many yearu ago, w1 th.1n the memory or some 

ot the older Nat1vea, Oar1bou wore plentiful, Today 
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there are none, an4 onlJ a few ot the1rt do.m&stioatod 

relatives, the .Re1ndeel', are to be· tound ·a:round Hooper 

Bay, and up the' coast. 

Polar bears are v$ry rare. Pos~lbly one track. 

. . 
In1les, and on account ot' the lack ot iif>e ·toe, they are 

rare oft the coast from Hoeper Bay. 

One Arctic bare was seen at Hooper Bay by the 

writer. 

PLANT SPECIMENS SAVED 

EverJ·ertol't w&t wado bj the writer to ollve all 

tho plG.ntu encountered .in the Chevak area. As praot1oally 

i.ll plnnts oboerved ware either· olo~e to the WEtter, or 

1n wator, it was felt that &nJ of them m1£ht be utilized 

by watol"towl. The onlr apec1mons not tcken were the 

mosseu and l1chons, tho willows, and a few other shrubby 

plant a. 

It wac endeavored to got planta when 1n bloom, 

thOUt)b etten thla was not po&udblo, 1n l1ko msnner 

aevoral plants Wt,ro kept. 1n oar11or stases, and 16\tor 

tound tuvther adv•nced, and were retaken, 

In tho paet, w1tho\lt blottol'a, and with a makeahttt 

·proaa, tho tak1ns or plants was a decided chore. 

uummor w1th proper oqu1pment better luck was had, 

This 
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tho wrlter woe often tar from hie home bnae, and wtth 

a boat inadequate to cover rout!)l waters 1t wao often 

·almost awash, . and a· plant pi'$ as was not carried, but the 

plants taken were brousbt bomo 1n wet oona1t1on, and 

then put up as best could be done. Ot'ten lons spells 

ot rain laet1pg aave~al days, 1n ono instance aeventeen 

daJ& wttbout sight ot the aun, made tbe preservation ot 

the plants moat difficult. 

bhen leav1ns the Chevak area• w1tb all tha plants 

not dry, 1t w~s neceasary, booauaa ot flying, to come 

out aa 11sht cua possible and blotters and boar·de had 

to be lGtt behind, 

As was the oaao tn the ~~eo terri Arot1c or Canada a 

year aao, not ~any plants wore present, and often 1t 

appaared tbnt moat oJ~ them wore utillzod by watortowl. 

It 1e hoped, that 1t will bo possible to add to the 

food hab1tu knowledge ot waterfowl and other birds in 

th1s ar•ea by tbe tak1n~ of all the plants appar·entl7 

present, and the pa1nst~k1ns eavlng or all stomachs ot 

bird~ that were obtained either by the w:rttar tor their 

akiris and future 1dent1ty, or by the Natives tor food. 

lllollowlng o.re 11sted tho 1dent1f1cat1on of all 

the plants taken, by the .Divis! on or lflood flab! ta, Fish 

and Wildlife Sorv1oe, 1n Washington. No attempt wae 

made to identity these plants 1n the field onlf in a 
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general way, though the writer had very good_ books 

of reter$nce. !1me was not available with other duties 

at band. Location, and date obtained were kept for 

each plant specimen, and with exception of some of the 

Potamogentons almost all plants collected were most 

abundant. Plants have.not as yet been identified. 

CLIMATE OF THE CHEVAK 
· Hooper Bay Area 

The· clima.te or· this iu-ea, during the period worked 

by the •riter, tbat·ia June 21 to August 121 should 

probably better not be described at the present writing 

when a rainstorm'with almost gale wind, is raging. In 

general this period was decidedly on the wet side, and 

wben not raining, waa heavily overcast over ninety 
' . 

percent ot the time, 

such light conditione made the taking of pictures 

decidedl7 difficult with resultant poor returns. The 

month of May, and the· early part of June, the writer was 

told, was very clear and bright, It would have been 

possible at such time1 to have made an adequate picture 

·survey of the nests, eggs, ·adults, and downy youna of 

waterfowl and shoreb1rda, 

Temperatures were much more·moderate than the Arctic 

of Canada, Had euob bright sun been experienced, even 

on this flat area close to the coast, often it would 
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bavo been almo&t hot. woolen olotb1ns; and underthings 

weM worn throughout the summer, and often Nat1vea 

wero noticed wearing tho1r tur oloth1na. One great 

1ncona1atenoy bolns the Eaklmo children tbat otton 

as not would.bo runnlnci around barefooted, and clad ln 

tur parkas, 

PIOTUHES 

As atated abova, weather was not oonduot1ve to 

pictures that. the writer hoped to obtain, and because 

ot the late date many ot the subJects most das1red 

were 1mpoau1ble to pbotosraph. Colored st!ll p1cturea 

were almost an 1mposs1bil1ty, thoy be1ne of neoessitJ 

valuable only when extremely well 11lum1natod by flat 

sunl1ijbt. As a reeult the wrl ter rsturn$d w1 th the 

most of these nea;attvea unusod. 

Motion p1oturee, aluo taken entlt•oly ln co:\,or, 

we.re greatly rest rioted by the poor l1e;llt and 1& teneua 

or the oeason, However, tb6y were takon, ro6ardlesa of 

weather w1 tb the hope that some or them would be usable. 

Black and vtl1te still piotu~ee were s:reatly our .. 

tailed by poor weathor because of the wish or the 

writer to taka flyln~ p1otures ot the b1t'de, necoas1tat1ng 

speed or abutter of at leaot 1/000 ot o oeoon<i, and 

proferabl7 1/1000. 
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Only a few ;rolla of suoh pictures were taken, 

and to e;et pro·per speed, t1ltoru had to be entirely 

d1apansed with. 

It 1e tho writer's 'ballet, that tho pose1b111tiea 

of tt1is area, ea:rliar 1n the season that when visited 

by him, are vary great, to ~et a very composite film 

of waterfowl and shorebirds. '.fhe neod for such 

1nformat1on ao th1e 1s V<'H'1 great. Not only woulcl 

suoh be favorable publ1~1tJ tn the Un1tod States to 

be shown befol"o Sportsmen and other groupo, but a copy 

of eueb film would be well uaod in Alaska by the li'ish 

anq Wlldllfe Se!'tv1:oe thore • 
. fl 

·· "-Theril are many speoloa of birds, such aa the Eiders 

Emperor Geese, Cackling· and I~ossef Canadau,. and the 

Whttof'rontod Oe.ese, U)at could be bottel"· to.ken at this 

looal1 ty than any pluoo ever viai. ted 1n tho ltorth by 

the writer. Also manyof the shorebirds are praeent, 

und auf'f1c1ently abundant,. that they too might be 

pbotosraphed, The poas1b1l1t1o~ along the Boring Coast 

are also sreat, for the maklna of movies and utllla of 

birds not oorCilDC)nlr observed 1n the u. s, A, 

Such film could be well uaed along educational 

lines to oall to the attent1.on of the public the value 

ot Alaska o.s a b1rd nesting area, as well as to actually 

dopiot the eummott llte of many of these rarer birds, 
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MAPS 

Mapa of this ~rea inland t~m the Berlne sea 

coast $re not only ~ery poor., auoh as are obtainable, 

but in general tbose available are most inaccurate. 

Wlt}l a1rbaaes apr1ns1na up In Alaaka 1 and the 

need for p:raot1oa reoonna!ssanoe flying, the time 

stUHns most opportune to:r this area, ot least between 

the KuskokWln $nd . st. W. olla.ol$, and inland as tar as 

the Yukon Rlv~r, to be a1~pp®d. 

F~om the wr1tor•a e~peJ~ience in using atrmaps of 

the 101000 square miles ot the Mackenzie Delta in, 

Canada, and the knowled"e of the short t1me epent.in 

obsolete planes Jn tho mapping of thta area by the 

Royal Signal Corps ot Canada, tho idea ot such an 

expanse of country 1.1 this eo closely adjacent to the 

Orient and S1be~ia being unmapped, aeema almost. a 

Planee were obeerved. by tl~ writer this stunl'Ier, 

of Military deeie5n1 oyer tllo !looper Bay area. A tow 

round trtpe of euoh. natu~ on a oloar day m1ijht result 1n 

tho complete mapp1Jli· or tl-ds entire country. suoh 

1nfor.mat1on would not only be a great value to'the many 

hundred p,opla that 11ve 1n th1e d.1«atrlot, but auob mop• 

p1ng would be a great a1d 1n the only tranapo~tat1on 

; 

. ' 



possible he:re1 and· prove or great help to looal flyers. 

Prom a m11itar,r standpoint, such maps, plus the radio 

equ1pnlent in the planes, would make it instantly 

possible to t1nd an;r plane tbat need make a f01"Ced 

landing. Suon would also reveal any possible baaea or 
an Enerq to th1a country, 1n en area so isolated that 

auoh could be more than posa1blo. 

Were 1t necessary to eend plan$& long d1etanoes, at 

great expen1e bore to do th1u Job l'equlring but a few 

!lJ1ng ~ours ouub 1deaa as a1rmQpe ru1iht be preposterous. 

lloVIGver with m111tarr bnsea at Anchorage, Fairbanks &.nd 

Kodiak, and praotloo r.L1snta balns mad• over th1u area, 

1t doe• not aeem undulJ areedr to requ&at that suob 

mapp1ns be done. 

The value to the sround, or ra·ther the water 

traveller ot this unknown area, ot auob mapa would be 

difficult to estimate. Natives would wo~ out tarthGr, 

take the short out a as revealetd by tbla verJ etteot1 ve 

&J&tem of map ~king, extend thel~ act1v1t1es, and be 

1n senaral a JUUCh more eelf•aupport1ng people. 'l'o study 

th1a areQ, b1olos1oally, and geologically, suob mapping 

would loosen tho work 76.percont, 

It had been tho n1tor•a intent, 14. th h1a equipment 

and l&naee tot- b1e oamoro. -.daptable tor a1~pp1ng, to 

photograph muoh of tb1a area th1a ye•r, Howeve» tb.t 
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• planee that were supposed to be ava1lablo by the 

Fish and VJ1ldl1fe Service out ot Juneau did not 

come in to this area as planned, and aucb rnapplng 

was 1tnpoae1ble. 

To ·attempt biological work, in a country of th:!.a 

scope, without any maps whatsoever ot the area, 1s a 

rather laughable thing. The writer was tully prepared 

to do th1a work with any airplane holp Whatever, and · 

ba•1oalli thlD ie a t1rst at~PI 1f' anything tan~ible 

1a to come of the 1nveat1gatlona performed here. 

VIATERFOWt., PROSPECT nl CHr:VAK, 
HOOPER BAY AREA. 

To cl ve a oompari&on w1 th pFev1ous ;ve~rs ot thl a 

area aa to populations or watertowl 1& lmposs!.ble, 

because the wl"1 te r has never ·visited 1t bef'ore. 

However, from observations ot others 1t 1a most evident 

that duaka have uhown a doc1ded Increase ln this 

d1atJ•1ct 111 Goose have notf lnoreaeod to any extent, 

swans have increased man1 fold. 

The oommon shooting duck or this ares. is 'the 

Plntail, and they are to be tound every plaoo. Thelr 

broods, as oompe.Ad with other ducks are large, In 

oaae of tho Elders, Oreen-W1n$ed Teal, OrGQter Scaup, 

Shovelle~s, Mallards and the tew Baldpatea, broods 
I 

are not laree and their reoultant increase should not 
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be taat. From all 1nd1cat1ona h&re, thla was a nor.mal 

nesttns ueaaon. 

Goose bropds near the coast are much amaller than 

inland wllere more cover 1a available. This ia alao true 

of tbe duoks to aome extent, tbou(€.h not so marked. It 

1a f&lt that predator pressure• both aa to birds and 

Hs.tivGa bavo web to do with tbta cond1t1on. Glaucous 

Gulla and .Jaegers are not so abundant farther inland, 

and the Native population practically 1a nil 1n this 

1nland country until one geta wlthin a few mllea ot the 

YUkon R1 vel'. . 

\7AT1Ull10WL ZONES 

Aa note4 1n the ~rct1o ot Canada, there eeenw 

ratbol' det1n1 te aonee tor neat1na which tho various 

epec1ea or ducka and aeeae ""t1llae. This zone here 1a 

about the aame eo tar aa epeo1oa are concerned. Tho 

main exoept1ona in both places being tbe Wh1te•tronted 

Geese, P1nta1la1 and Little Brown Oranee, These b1rda 

may be tound almost tram the v&ry ooaet inland, well 

within the 11~t of the arowth ot trees. Othor water• 

towl and blrde aeem to have a more det1n1te preference. 

On tbe ealt ttdal low areaa oloae to tho coast, 

Black Brants, Oaok11ns Geese, Elders, Emperor Geese, 

and alwaye a tow tVh1te-trontad Geeae, P1nt~1ls ~nd 
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Sandhill cranes are to be foun~~ 

Further ~nland, and wherG tide action is not so 

marked and the tundra a f~w feet h~gher, the Eiders 

are rare, Black Brants are entirely absent, Lesser 

Canada geese appear and White-fronted Geese increase. 

Emperor geese are rare, Green•Winged teal make their 

appearanc~, Pintail& ar~ plentiful and Cackling Geese 

begin to taper off, 
' Above ·the action of· tides, the tundra while 

still almost perfectly flat is higher and has prac

tica~ly all the lakes of fresh water, Here the first 

mallards. are found, Green-winged Teal are common, 

Greater Scaup, .a few Shovellers and American s~otars 

are to be found and White•frontad Geese, Pintails and 

Little Brown cranes are still abundant, Also Whistling 

Swans are probably most numerous in this area, though 

they are to be found to some extent almost to the coast, 

The first CanadianGeese of the large va:J(iety are also 

h~re but in a very limited number, In.faot, they are 

in no plao• numerous, and but a pi ti.ful few are to be 

noted as oompa~ed with the other geese, 

Inland beyond this ~one the w1+lows may attain a . 

height of several feet, 4lders are dense along the 

stream banks, gnarled and twisted, but are several 

feet in height, A few miles more and small stands of 



trees may be observed,· In.suoh an area the P1nta1la, 

\Vhite-tronted geese, Mallards,. the· first Baldpates in 

an, number, Green-winged Teals a few Oanadas1 swans, 

Little Brown Ol"&lllOfi, Greatex- Soaups, ,Shovellers, 

American sooters, a tew:~er6anaera and Golden-eyes may 

be commonl:; noted.: Also a smaller opeo1es of Canada 

Goose 1a qui to common. · Ylhil~ tbe Wl'1 tar 1& , not sure · 

ot the identity ot th1a bird, it appeare to 'be a t~osser 

Canadian Gooue, 

BROOD COUNTS 

As previously br1etlr mentioned, in tha inland 

areas, above tides, and wbere willow a and the lliO:re 

abundant and dense aldera otfep in places an almost 

impenetrable Jungle ot ve&etat1on, the broods ot the 

seeaG and ducks are lareor to a marked degree. nere 

one may aea aa uaan:r aa nine or ten seeae 1n a brood, 
. . 

whore commonly 1n the tundra area the broods a voro.ga 

about tour 7ounsstera, 

The writer doems brood counts aa one ot tbe moat · 

1Dipot•tant etepa in the atud;r of waterfowl increase 1n 

a given area from year to 7oar. such not only 1nd1oatee 

the aucoesa of tho nestins eeason aa to weather, but 
. . . 

1ndioatoa aa :well preaaure bJ predatora and Natives. 

A compar1,.aon le thus to be bad. Fo:r tutul"$ nJferenoe 



soason. 

Contrar7 to the f1nd1n<& of some, there aeama 11.ttl• 

doubt in tbe mind ot. the" writer, ·that 1n areas of dense 

cover, the broods· are larger. Manunal predators a:r& more 

nu:ucrous in euob inotanooa, but avian killer·s are at a 

doc1ded d1aadvantaaai as well' aa ee;g eat1ne birds and egg 

eating Natives. Nesta are much harder to find, and ~1e 

young birds once hatched out have ·a ground protection 

until auch tlma that tber aro too large to be taken 

bJ the average predator. 

The wrlte~·haa long been ot the .opinion, that the 

take or JOU.ng birds 1n a neBtlni ares. by' predators. 

t.HJather, end other unfavorable tactoJ>s,, 1s .about a. 

constant thing, roga'l'dleau ot tb~P trpe. ot area; ov the 

~turo ot tho· roduo1f1B SiCnt. ·For til!Xft;lX!pl~, when snowy 

' Owls are making heavy inroads upon youn~ ~eeae, it 

waa obaervod that during that part1cul~r year, the 

Jaee.er and Glaucous Gull ·depredations \Yel"G almost nothlni• 

However, in this area, th1a particular yeaz•, there 1P 

little doubt but What the oountrr with the more denso 

cover roared the larsoat broods ot 4ucka and geoso. 

ln takitli 'bX'ood counts, it 1a often 1rnpoaa1blo 

attor tho ro~ b1rda roach a (;10odlJ alae, and tho : 

adults are moulting to be able·to acparate the tam111cs 
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with any aoouraoJ and determine the alzo or these 

unito, It is mucb more satisfactory to be with the 

blrda batoro hatoh1nG time and first make egg counts, 

and then counts or the young aa thGJ como ott, and . 

atlll; later to make oounta or the vou~etera as long 

aa it 1a pos$1ble to do so. 

Beaauae of. eottl~ 1nto ·th1a area a month late, 

much of thla wor·k ·could not be. done. The following 

table doea indicate thBalae ot the broods es found 1 

in the different stJGc1es ot waterfowl. ln so~ tn• 

stanoea1 doaene of famtllea of waterfowl ot a e,lven 

apoolea wtre observed, In others, but few wore to be 

round and the averaae ln auah cases probably m1sht 

vary & bit fr~ what lt really waa. 

Brood Oounta 

Youns pe X' Brood 
speo1et. !lf\1 , Max. ,/tVGI'Bs\*\ 1

i1eq.sl ty: of' oovet 

Blaok Brant sa 8 i sparee (Sea Ooaat) 

Emperor Goose 1 10 6t Sparse to mad1um 

teaser Canada Ooo•e 1 9 5 Sparse to heavy 

Whlte•trontod Goose I 9 6 Sparse to hQAVJ 

Caokl1ng Goose 3 8 4 Spa rae 

Canadian aooee 4 10 r'l Heavy 

Spootacled Bldor 1 6 3~ Sparse 

Old•aqaw Duck 1 5 8 spa reo to me<11um 
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(Brood oounta • oont1nuod) 
Youn0 per Brood 

sneo!es M~q. ~ax~ Averaae 

Stellera Elder 

Am. Sooter 

P1nta11 

O,W,Teal 

Mallardi 

Shovelle r• 

Baldpatoa 

a. soaup 

w, Swana 

L, a. Crane 

1 

8 

2 

' 5 

3 

4 

8 

a 
2 

5 

a 
12 

.7 

12 

'1 

10 

8 

6 

2 

5 

71 
5 

'1 

5~. 

&~ 

6 

.. 
2 

~ns1 tz of cove~ 

Sparaa 

Heavy 

Sparse to heavy 

Heavy 

Heavy 

Heavy 

Medium to heavy 

Medium 

Medium r 

Sparse to medium 

Shorebird broods oould not bo taken on aooount · 

ot the eb111 ty of the yo'I.U1{5atera to hide in the tundra. 

A te• late nests observed, rarely had the usual tour 

essa, but more commonly two and three, 

PLANS FOR FUTIDlE WORK, 

In order to have anr knowleel~e as to the rana;es 

ot ditfoNnt birds, and waterfowl, t.be!r r-el&itive abundano•, 

· and to de to:rm1ne from year to year- the1 r pt•ogrees as to 

wbether they are increasing. or not, a t;.1s;antic task wtuJt 

ba perfo~ed 1n Alaska to deter~ne this. 

From consulting Mr, Frank outresno, Exaoutlve 

.ort1oer ot the Alaska oame Oomm1ea1on, it is pr-obable 

56. 
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that from the Aleutian Islands, northward along the 

A~ct1o0oast 1 even·around Point Barrow to the Canadian 

Line a· general survey must be made. In key areas 
' detailed study will be necesaary·and periodic visits 

made at regular interv~ls to deternline the status. of 

birds in these areas, once basic figures have been 

obtained.tor comparison, 

Tr~napor~atlon tor auch work. 

Ground work must from necessity, be done by 

boat. Winding atreama .must bEt worked out, close 

adjacent· potholes and small lakes must be covered 

afoot by much wading and travel of soft tundra. This 

type ot work oomee under· the category or detailed 

•tudy and horae and bugsy methods need be employed, 

In the Chevak Area for example hundreds of miles 

ot streams might be covered W1 th a boat of 20 feet 

minimum length, ·and a small toldins boat, or Kayak 

taken to be used in very shallow areas, or portaged 

into lakes. ·The larger boat, while tar from a com

fortable thing·, wi 11 ride· the waters that are often 

windswept, ·wide, shaliow, and rough, and haul a 

respectable camping gear·, Such • boat is still not 

too large to pull out in oount·ry where excess! ve t1 ties 

are present· and in case ot emergency a canvas top can 
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be r1g&ed ov•r the load and one oan uleep aboard, and 

even do a minimum of oook1ns vd. tb a Prlmua a tovo or a 

gasoline atove. It mlgbt be noted. that euoh. type of 

stove la about all that la poss1blo1 for thore 1a 11ttle 

opportun!t7 to eeoure wood' in moat 1natm1oos. 

A boat ot so-root lenath could often 'be worked 

al'()Qnd the coast 11ne under very favorable oondlt1on8, 

und other areaa v1a1ted. ·~en a ilven d1str1ot had 

been covered, lt miibt be ablpped via lar~er boats 1nto 

other areae at not too srot;~t a coat. 

Oao ot Plane. 

ll'l order to determine wbat arG key areas, and 

aave several yeara ot alow arduoua)work from the 

iround in d1uoover1ns them, a plane la the only present 

method whertbJ aueh dlatrlota oan rapidly be noted tor 

tutu1~ and more deta1lod work. 

Onoo those areas are located, and the around work 

dono, the plane would make poea1ble the aheoktng ot 

praot1oal1J all the loy areas 1n a tew weeks time, by 

oarry1nt,; a emall toldlno boat aboard 1t, Waterfowl 

tronde oould aocuratolr ba measured tram comparison 

with previOUS il'Ound WOFk data, 

Aa previously ltated, the use of atrmaps to~ such 

vork would be invaluable, but it nooesaary, weN a plane 
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avallablo, mapa might be made with personal onmerae, 

perm!ttlng tba rev1s1t1ns and measurement of an area, 

and the ii'Ound work located accurately enough that the 

areas m1E£bt be roached bJ boat. Otherw1ao without 

tal~ maps, the area m16ht never be tound at all. 

CHEVAl, llOOPiiZR DAY AREA 

n1e writer plana, lt auoh is desired by the Flab 

and Wlldllfo service, and the Alaska Game Comm1au1on, 

to wor.k the area between the !Uakokwlm Rlver and the 

mouth ot the Yukon from the ~,round, wt th aome euoh 

equipment aa above c1eaor1bed.-

To do thle, 1t la planned to fly by Oommsrolal 

plane to Chevak around May 11 before the b~ak-up and 

obaerve the mtsra tlon of waterfowl as they oon.o into 

this diatrlot. aut.ftotent equipment baa been left at 

Chevak, pro'Vld1na that a boat be sh1ppod tnto that 

place to do thta job. outboard motova, camping equip• 

mont and solentltlo aupp11ea were paoked and stored 

at tbe trsd1ns post there tbr tuture naedo. As 1t is 

1mpoes1ble on aoootlnt ot -the oxoeaalve cost to haul 

th1e equipment out bJ plane anywar; all aupp).les were 

packed and left behind. Should it be d•s1red to do 

no more work in this a~a. the equipment muet be 

hauled out to the YUkon RlvtU' tor ebip:uont, and ar~range• 



FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVU,l~ 
JUNEAU, ALAS'KA 

mont• have been made to have thia done, · 

'ben th1a 41etr1ot la v1alted in early May the . 

eame area will be·ooverod bJ tbe·wrlter during the. 

nesting eeaaon that waa·oovered this rear after that 

date. Egs counts, brood oountu and other obuervo.ttona 

will be made. It la boped that at auoh a time weather 

will per~t the photoarapby ot nesta, eegs, and downy 

70ung blrdai 

After tbe hatch1ng.eeaeon,·new areas would be 

vlaltod; and areaa looatet\ bJ plane for future cheoklng, 

if, and when, a plane 11 available. 

· It would·be planned· to leave this area early in 

August, or poasibly by the middle ot JUly, and ratur.n 

made to . Juneau in order to hf.lVfii mall and keep contaot 

with the outside. 

EarlJ ln. September, a month apent ln the Aleutian 

Islands obaorvtns th'e migration o.t waterfowl through 

that area would give.a aood plotul'G ot.the coastwise 

travellina blrda and their ,p&oles and numbaz-. It 

might be poao1ble ln many oasea to work out a method 

or eat1mat1n& trend in euob·populat1ona trom year to 

year, 

In addition to tho Ooaetltne ot Alaska, and the 

mJrlada ot b1J-da that should be looatod, the 1nter1er 

ot Alaska produces many watertow1 1 or wh1~ little ia 

eo. 
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known au to their abundance, looat1ona, an4 epeole~! 

At least one summer noed be spent, with such boat 

equipment as mentioned above, to diS out those various 

areaa. The. YUkon tlats, tho upper Andreatsky, Upper 

Kuakokw1m and Dlllny other z-1 vers IU'G w1.thout doubt 

large producers ot both ducks and geese. 

The writer teele that tor+ 1nt$r1cu.., work 1n water• 

fowl reoonnaiasanoe there !a a sreat need, but to 

Jump into that, w1 th all the equipment her·• on the 

t,;round in the coastal area seems hardly tho thing to 

do at th1a time. 

From Frank Dufresne, lt was learned a complicated 

misration of waterfowl took place through much of the 

1nt$r1or. Soma or the blrda going elnlOst north in tho 

Fall, probably 1n ordeP to hit low paaaea and eventually 

work into other Flyways other than the Paclfio. There 

· 1e little known of this, and the writer has d1$0overed 

from talking with reoidenta along the Yukon, tl~t such 

1e true. 

~1ere will be, with dote11ed study, and adequate 

equipment on the Alaska Ooaat, many now apeoieo ot · 

birda of' As1at1o or1c~1n discovered, . Tho greater pat·t 

ot these will b$ olosel? adjacent to the Bering sea 

coast in arsaa that 1t wo.s 1mposalble to reaoh with 

.small equ1pmont thla past Jtar. 
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Tho us• ot a plan~ to'f! .oontaQt between the grol.llld 

work and the outside oannot be overempba~lsed •. Not 

onlJ oould the ~eater part ot the work aotuw.lly be 

oarr1Gd OUt from the &lr and land1QSI wa4G 1n small 

atrora,tt to do thla, but auoh tb1nsa aa _aupplloa and 

mall could be brousbt tn, and the pooXJ.dev11 on tho 

ground rellf.Jved aa to tllo etatua of hle family "outelde". 

It hao been noted that to do tnuch work wl th water. 

towl, once. the adults have l'eaohed the ~oultlng atage, 

~d the JOUng become quite larse, lt la moat d1ff1cult. 

The old bll'da at auch times are moat adept at f'oot woric, 

and tn the tla' country oan uee onG eo tar, that when 

attempt te made to app~oaoh them, thoy keep so tar 
' 

distant thtilt little oen be learned of them as to numbers 

or habits, The younij, too, at thia time are able to 

keep out ot tht waJ alm.o1t aa well a~ their parents. 
; 

At tble tl~, during tho latter part ot Ju1J and 

the month ot Aueuet, ono not onl7 doea ~ot aocompltah 

mu.ob, but loaea heart ln tho whole work. Then, too, 

at euoh a time one baa ~een out alone fo~ a oonsldarable 

t1me, and outside world oontaota are desirable. For 

these rea.,Qns, lt le pla~d bJ the wrtteJt, that tor 

any tutu~ wol'k that be doea, to elther have muoh 

better out"1de oontaot, and that ia onlJ possible via 

•1r• or· to dlvlde tbe •~•r's work Into two trlpa. A 
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period ot about a month mlibt wall lapse between the~ 

In the western Arctic ot Oonada through tho much 

ehorter aeauon ot the blrda belns 1n their breed! ng 

ground•, usually a little over two months was auftiolent 

to make about all the observatl.ona possible. In Al41eka 

t~ blrde as a whole remaln lonaer in their nesting 

ground, with that. gr•eat gap ln the middle ot tbelr sta11 

'wen little can be dono w1th th.em. 

botor• .the wato~fowl actually start with tne 1noubat1on 

ot thelr •aas, tbe question of predato~ damaae ~sht 

well be aettled once· and tor all. 

avian predators are oonoerned, 

That is as far aa 

The ewtns taktJ ot tJ.')IHJe Hatlvoa 1• another thlna 

that m1ibt be butter studied, and may prove to ~· ot 

much greater importance than auppoaed. For exWilple, 

the ducks are little bothered ·b7 the Natives, and are 

vert beavllJ ehot outside, yet they Q,.,. maldne; a good 

oomebaok. · By contraot, tew~t seeae are shot outs1cle 

than aotnmOnlJ auppoae4,. and tn· the nesting Grounds of 

all the Worth evel' _v1alted by the wr!.tor, are heavily 

ehot wenevel' opportun1t7 presents ~tself. From 

consultina Nat1vea and Whites of thla locality, 1t 

aooma tbat · tbe aeeae bcnre are notl doing eo well, and 

that their lnctteaao, 1t an.,, 1a ln nowise w1 tb that ot 
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the ducks. It wculd be desirable to learn more of 

the Native Spring take of geese, 

) ; ~ 

More .on Boats and Equipment, 

The writer figures that hia ettloienoy for the 

period. spent in the' Chevak a:t;'ea was out fully in 

halt by the ·lack ot an adequate boat, . The .equipment 

used was a personal+y.owned folding boat that would 

carry about.a full ton under ideal smooth water condi• 

tiona, ·The beam of this boat was about tour teet, and 

the lensth twenty feet. The height at the bow was 

twenty 1nohes,·at.the stern fifteen inches, and the 

sides about sixteen inches. 

Such e. boat ·i .. very valuable when nothing else 

might be had, It can be hauled in a medium sized 

plane ~hat will carry two parcels of lOO·pounds each 

and sj. teet long, however it has many disadvantages. 

It is too low to prevent the shipping of a great 

.amount of water when· even medium white caps are 

encountered, With use and age it spreads. out, banding 

in the ribs until it lacks its normal freeboard, or 

side height, It is a cranky thing to attempt to get 

in or out ot, being overly flexible, giving one the 

reeling that he will atep oleav through the bottom or 

it, An acrobat or a near one ia about the only possible 

. ' 
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peraon who oan,.ove.-·a pa:r1od of tlma get ln anc:t qut 
' ' 

ot tbla boat without fall1DB either overboard, or all 

over the equ1pment 1n the boat, *fho latter procedure 

be1ns very destructive· to breakables auoh as camerae, 

moaquito suns, radio equipment and the like. 

Aa all rivers here are extremely crooked, and the 

wind ma1nta1na a hl&fl veloolty the most or tbe. t1., 

·1t. 1a almoat lmpoaalble to p1ok weathor vtuan ott shore 

wind will bo the only one.enaountGrod. There o.N long 

1tretohea m1ere aovore wave aot1on.1a encountered and 

often ln a 1'\m ot th1l"t7 miles one tf'avela toward all 

four polnta of the compass. Buoh roue,h water not only 

to keep the outfit dry, but. wet beddln~, tents, plant 

press and the like ~e nelthor oonduotlvo to good health, 

or good work. Alao the tall board and tho 2 x 4 keel 

1n th1a boat would at t1n10a barely stand the strain upon 

1t 1n auoh wavt aot1on1 and etten lt waa mo:r.e than · 

possl'ble that t11e whole 1'18 would flJ apart. Suoh 

would w1 thout doubt, result in the dt'Own1ng of' an 

Eak1mo aa tow or them oan aw1m, and tho rtval1~ or 
teandoP at tbe nelleepont by the Wl'lter, in eavlng hia 

o~ hlde, The prospeota or walk1n&• tl-an, out to any 

aettleme~t would be anJth1118 but pleaa•nt, 

Vor above .Naaone, 1n the usual heavy weather, 1t 

: , .. 
. I ', 
' l' . 

l . I . 
' ' 



was necessary to do much unnecessary walking, laying 

up to walt for weather and the like, The writer had 

made arrangements with the Kashunuk Eskimos to attend 

a goose drive that they were holding the last week in 

July,. It was found that when that week arrived, for 

a period of seven days it was impossible to leave 

Chevak on account of. high winds,· day and night,· As 

this boat would take no motor larger than a 5•horse 

without collapsing it was· necessary that advantage be 

taken of all tides,· and they are high and swift of 

current.. It wae impossible to travel against such tides 

espeoiallf when the wind was also adverse,· The resultant 

waves being too large to negotiate,· 

The pictures of such a gooa·e drive not only would 

have been the only thing of such nature in existence, 

but might have been well used by the Fish and Wildlife 

Service in determining future policy to be practiced 

in Native .country where euah practice la carried out, 

The banding of. a great amount.or Juvenile geese would 

have resulted, and probably more·than trebled the 

banding done by the writer.at coneiderable foot work 

during the whole summer, 

It has been noted by the writer, that the tougher 

the assignment was in field work, usually the toueher 

was the equipment, As compared with the Western 
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Arctic ot canada, the work thus tar experienced in 

Alaska is definitely easier, There ia rood here to 

be had, airplane facilities, r~dio (it one has a radio) 

connections, and cheapness of gasoline and shipping.of 

·equipment, into an· area to be worke(i, Airplane charters 

here are $40,00 per hou~ tor a 5•plaae plane. In the 

Canadian North such 1a $'75,00 minimum and goes up to 

$160,00 per hour when out-of-the way trips need be 

taken, Certainly a $300,00 boat and possibly a $200 

radio aen~ng and receiving set would not be out of 

line tor field work here, ae compared to the cost 

of working with next to nothing in the Arctic, 

MAIL AND OUTSIDE COMMUNICATIONS 

One tll!J.ilwas r~ceived by,the writer after the 

Yukon River was left early in June. The latest of 

it was mailed on June 18. No.other mail was to Qe 

had until departure had been made in August, 

It was believed that .mall would.be brought in 

once or twice at least, by plane·s of ·the Fish and 

Wildlife Service in Alaska, Such, however, did not 

appear, either to bring the writer some knowledge of 

the welfare.of his family, or to do preliminary 

reconnaissance work over this ~pped area, Had it 



• been known that such would be the case, arrangements 

at personal expense would have been made for one mail 

at least, and one hour's flying over some or this 

Chevak area. 

Bird Bends Recovered. 

The Eskimos of this district are not adverse to 

turning in bird bands that they recover. Some are 

given to local traders, and some go to the Missions. 

However, there are few recoveries other than geese as 

these people do not hunt ducks to the extent that they 

do geese, as ducks are not so available.· Most ot the 

duck bands are taken above Chevak in the area that 

spring muskrat hunting is carried on. This is as a 

rule above where tides are apparent and nesting cover 

is denser. 
·• 

There WS.8 some speculation among the Natives, au 

whether the reporting of banda might get them in trouble, 

especially spring taken bands, or those taken out of 

season. Also some had the belief that the bands were 

worth something. One fellow from Hooper Bay reported 

that he gave a band to one of our Biologists a couple . 

years ago, and.was never given the data on it, that 1s, 

where it was banded• These people are extremelJ 

• ~ interested in birds, and are curious as to where the 



banded birds they kill are banded. By s1v1ng them 

this data more banda would be reported. 

Of eepecial interest to the writer, was a brass 

band taken on a awan1 th1e bird was killed 1Q the 

Fall of 1939 near Chevak~ 

The following bands were recovereda 

38-508602, Green•winsed Teal, banded 

October 22, 1937 at Malheur Refuge, Burna, Oregon by 

George u. Benson) killed near Marshall, April 15, 1~41 

38-508002, Green ... winged Teal, banded 

October 20, 1937 at Ualheur Refuge, Burns, Oregon by 

Georae M•· BensonJ killed near Mt. Village, May 1, 1941 

A-703572, Whistling swan, banded October 18, 

1930 at Ualheur Refuge by George M, BenaonJ killed near 

Chevak, Fall, 1939 

38·623555, Pintail, banded November 2, 1938 

at Lake Merritt, Oakland, Oal1torn1a by E. w. EhmannJ 

killed 10 Ddlea above Chevak, Fall, 1939 

A-569790, Scaup, banded January 231 1938 at 

Nehalem, Oregon, by s. M• BatteraonJ 

36·624415, Scaup, banded December 21, 1937. at 

Nehalem by Mr, Batterson) killed 10 miles above Chevak 

Fall, 1939, 
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AREA BELOW KASHUNUK VILLAGE 

With no mapa whatever available of this region, 

it is difficult to describe the locality in which one 

works. However, leaving Chevak, the Kashunuk River 

is followed about 25 miles, as.it winds it's way towards 

the Bering Sea. At tha end of the 26~mile trip, a 

summer fishing village of about nine families ot 

Eskimos is reached. Below-this point a couple of 

miles a.rivar,' quite small, takas off to the right, 

This is ~he river on which the Kashunuk Village is 

situated. Below th~s point another five to eight 

miles, another •mall river takes off into the mud 

flats to the lett. It is hardly fifty feet wide at 

high tide, and at such time ie some ten feet deep, At 

low tide it is praotloally dry. T!us river was 

followed inland into the low salt water flata a 

distance of about three miles, From here, where 

camp was made, the low area was visited on toot. 

Often it was necessary to wade shallow sloughs, 

more ot tbe nature of ditches. These ditches may be 

almost dry at low tide, and the reverse, when the tide 

is in. Between these outs in the flats, are hundrede 

and thousands of little lakes. Some but a few feot in 

diameter. It is extremely difficult to describe this 
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place. · In addition· to the 11di tches 0 of steep sides 

and very muddy bottoms, there are little winding 

grassy bordered d1 tabes also,, that are not affected. 

by the tide, and end often as soon as they start. 

Some are but a few feet in length, and possibly 18 

inches in depth•· Others wander aimlessly, and crookedly 

sometimes tor several hundreds of yards, Also small 

lakelets are found, some only a few feet in width, 

others as wide ae 200 feet~ These too, have very 

grassy margins and are not affected by tide action, 

In viaiting this area around July 1, the following 

species or birds were observed, Cackling Geese, Black 

Brants, White-fronted Goose, Emperor Geese, Whistling 

Swans, Steller's Eider, Speotaoled Eider, Pintails 11 

Old Squaws, Glaucous Gulla, Glaucous Winged, Sabine Gull, 

Arctic Tern, Red Backed Sandpiper, Red throated loons, 

one Hudaonian Curlew, and a few Soaups, presumably 

Greater, Jaegers and s~ndhill Cranes. 

Thia area is a favorite of the Eskimos of the 

Kashunuk Village aa a hunting.ground, and it is here 

that they have their goosadrives in the early fall. 

Yet young birds were plentiful, ex~~pting that as a 

rule; the bro'ods ·were small. Whether this small number 

of young was due·to early egg eating taotios of the 

Eskimos, or to the pre.dations of the gulls and Jaegers, 
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is not known~ ·Possibly it was a combination of both. 

However, it was noted·that in the case of Black Brants, 

in particular, that 'these birds were most numerous in 

the near vicinity of the Kashunuk Village, and their 

nwpber of young seemed quite normal. IJ.'hi s normal! ty, 

being based on the observations' made by the writer in 

the Western Arctic of Canada, where Black Brants 

averaged a little over tour young per nest. Particu

larly hard hit, in that their broods were small, was 

the Eiders, both Spectacled and Steller's. 

On account of this area being criss ... ox'oseed with 

w1ndins tidal streams, tne· most of 'tha·m not navigable 

except· ·at high' tide, ·and because of danger of being 

stranded with t.he .. boat ·on the mud. Walking was 

necessary 1 ·and but relatively little ot the CC')Ulltry 

could be observed. ·wherever observations were taken, 

the birds seemed abou~ equally abundant. The need 

·or an airplane to deterndne the size or this great 

nesting country is ·quite acute·. 

The writer suspects there ere thousands of square 

miles of fine habit~t 1n'the area between the Kuskokwim 

and the main mouth of the· Yukon 11 Also it 1& tar from 

being devoid of bird life. ·It is tu11·or birds eo far 

as observations were'· ma·da.· · The great mtsta·ry of 1 t all 

is where·so many birds come from, and where they all go. 
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To determine bird populations in such an area 

as described above• is next to impossible, Because 

ot the extreme flatness of the country, such sharp 

birds as the geese brante and sandhill cranes can 

aee one coming trom afar. They simply move on ahead 

and one never comes up to any ot them. This is true 

also because or the small streams that wind throughout 

the area that the bird$ can swim, but the observer 

cannot. 

Of especial interest is the muddy banks of all 

these small streams. Although the tide daily washes 

these banks slick and olean, nevertheless, they are 

almost a aolid mass of goose and duck traoks. On the 

land, around the thousands'of small lakes, the drop~ 

pings of the. birds are so thick, that it appears as 

it one was looking on a barnyard, ·where many fowl 

were kept in olosa confinement, 

The above desoription was given or this area to 

picture somewhat the general appearance of this land 

closely adjacent to the coast. It is presumed that 

practically all of this zone or· strip be.tween the 

Kuskokwim River and Kwiquk on the Norton Sound are of 

simil~r nature. Also this area is one of the Key 

spots to be visited in future years. 

·i 



OIIEVAK AREA 

A· second key apot 1a in the 1mmedtate vicinity 

ot Chevak, Here the·. land is higher 1 more of a tundra 

type, am the whole .or the country is not subject to 

floods in extreme high tide. Dotted ~th oountlese 

lakes and many Winding streams that are still subject 

to some 5-toot tides, it is however a higher land 

than the area below the Kashunuk Village. Here on 

higher ground the Eskimos gather salmon berries and 

the ahoreblrds neat .in· profusion, 

Loons and Old Squaw ducks inhabit the lakes, the 

Eiders are in a large part, absent. Over the rolling 

tund~a one is almost constantly tlush1ns Willow 

Ptarmigan, A tew ~mperor Geese.nest this far inland, 

and Little Brown Cranes, a few Swans and G~ese (pre~ 

sumad to be Lesser Canada) are. in evidence. Pintail 

ducks are common, and other ducks oi the "t1pper11 

class begin to appear. Protuberant willows and alders 

are still absent, but the country is high enough that 

one is not afraid to pitch a tent lest he be afloat 

with an extreme tide, 
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The inland area is about forty miles above Chevak if' 
by tho winding Kashunuk River; and possibly only :_.1:[~ ••• ·.: _ 

fourteen mil~a by air,_ It 1a broken by channels that 1: 

II 
rfun into the K

1

ashunuk ~nd wind baok into hills, soma, • i,f:~:i .. 'i.' : 

o them poss1 'b y 100 feet in hetght • Along these 'l 
; ~ .'·]! . 
i j., , I 

~tre~Una are tundra l)~nks profuse with mosses, lichens i:,rij 1 I 

and berries. On low bank sides of these streams are 1

1 

.·l1 ,-~ i 

pockets ot' 'lquatio plants, and at times the atl'elllll ld j 
out a through a amall lake, llel'e, in such shallow a, IlL ' I 
pond w~sds flourish, Often_ willows will attain three [>;f.' ! 

'I' 
or four feet 1n heisht and alders .form dense p&ltohes '. kji,,J: 

Ot' OOVQr, , j~: ~' 
: ·-H: ,I . 

Here one may find -many common ape olea of ducks,_ • ')::( 

vVh1 te ... rronted geese, fi tew c_anadian Geese, scaups and 

seaters. Shorebirds and Ptarmigan us~ the open tundra 

area, and watert.owl 1nhabi t the thicket fringed streams •. 

WOODED AREAS 

Beyond the Inland Area where some srowth of ~illows 

and alders 1e manifest, comes the wooded area, 'l'hie 

continues on the YUkon, and beyond, indefinitely. 

Here trees are o:f such a size that one may make a log 

oab1n, aut firewood, and run into thickets of under-



brush and timber so dense that one oan only go through 

them with difficulty. 

In thii type of oountry:the rivers are the only 

placo ·where. waterfowl may. b'e notod. · There are countless 

·lakes, but these remain hidden by the heavy growth of 
. . . 

trees along the· river bank, In such environment one 

flnds the Pintails, Mallards, American Golden Eyes, 

Sooters, Scaup~, Shoveller-a, Baldpates and some of the 
• - I I 

smaller Canadaa, 

Thrqushout these tou~ types of nesting country, 

the writer attempted to list the birds he observed 

that he was positive of ident1f1oat1on. Anything 

ob~ervedabout these birds that was thought to be of 

value ov·interest was recorded, The follov4ng descrip• 

tions of the various species as witnessed is anything 

but complete, and no doubt several species were not 

noted that possibly are common to these areas, 

particularly true is this of the shorebirds, 

Red .. IJ'hro$ted Loon 
(Gavia Stellata) 

These birds were quite common in all the area 

visited between the Yukon River at Pilot Station and 

out to the Bering Sea coast, . several of their nests 

were observed after the eggs had hatched in the little 

lakea throughout the tundra, and in the salt flat 
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lakes as well. 

several of the broods of two young were observed 

and appeared to be a bit later in hatching than the 

geese and Eider ducks, as the young were d1at1.notly 

smaller and appeared. much younger, at least a week or 

more, 

. The skins of thea~ birds ar• sometimes used by 

the natives in making skin parkas, Eskimos ot the 

Canadian Arctic say that this bird killedaa old Woman, 

thus the red splotch or mark upon ita throat, 

Pacific Loon 
(Gavia Arctioa Pacifica) 

These ~oona were commonly noted between the Yukon 

River at Pilot Station, and tba Bering Sea coast, Soma 

were seen on the YUkon River as tar up as Holy Crose 

Alaska, I~ areas visited by- the writer, they were con

siderably more abundant than the Red~Throated Loons. 

·often one might see bunches of up to a dozen in the 

iashunuk River. 

These birds are al~o more adept at hiding their 

young than the Red-Throated Loon, a_nd though adults 

were more numerous than the latter, the young were not 

often 1n evidence. One nest of the Pac1t1o Loon was 

observed on July 12, and as yet the eggs were not 

hatched, and the old one was still 1noubat1ng. 
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Skins of this bird are reputed by the nativea to 

be very to~gh and make good parkas. Frequently they 

are taken by the Natives in'their fish nets, and 

always the skins are saved for the making of gnrmenta. 

llolbooll's Grebe 
(Oolymua.gr1sosena holboelli) 

A few ot these birds were observed on the upper 

Kaahunuk River, none were noted in the country su~ject 

to tides, At one Lake adjacent to the Tanana River, 

but· a short d1 stance from Nenana,. a pair of these 

birds were noted one evening, 

Whistling swan 
(Cygnus columbianus) 

This bird,was observed from the middle of the 

Yukon flat country, out almost to the coast proper, 

The broods noted averaged a little over four per·pair 

of adults, 

In the past, according to George Sheppard, these 

birds were heavily hunted, The kill on them was not 

excessive, due to the intelligence of the birds, and 

the poor bunting equipment of the nati veer~ Considerable 

missionary work has been done among the Natives to 

discourage killing swans, and according to Sheppard, 

few of them are killed today. As a result, the· swan• 

are increasing noticeably throughout this area. The 



• writer personally . .fom1d them as numerous as in the 

western Arotio~ where they ~re deemeQ a~ abundant, 

The writer has little fear of the extinction of 

thie bird elthe~ in the Canadian or Alaskan nesting 

grounds, provided that it is given protection~ The 

Natives formerly killed awane on all occasions~ and it 

is.felt that they oan •tand considerable pressure by 

urtue of their keen intelligence., They probably are 

the moat difficult of water·birde 1n the nesting grounds 

to capture and band, Ever visilant, they see their 

enemies from a ~oodly distance, With young of only a 

few weeks of age• theae birds can outrun a saddle horse 

in tbarsoft tundra, . Consistently they keep ahead or a 

pursuer and always seem to have their route of flight 

so planned that the muimum number of lakes, streama. 

and other obstacles are encountered.. Also they always 

seek a fa~r wind, and with wings ex~ended and flapping 

they take advantage ot the breeees to ~uch an extent 

that they almost fly iUil they scurry across the tundra. 

That swans of this ~Jpeoies ar·e overlJ numerous in 

parts of the wintering grounds ot the United States ia 

without question, but the opening ot a .season on them 

would certainly have a bad psychological ef'teot on the 

Northern Natives if they e,ver .found 1 t out,. A swan to 

them ia a large prized package ot food,, and 1 t is only 
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ot recent years that the killing of them has been 

discoura~•d in the breeding areas, Though e~tremely 
. ' . 

wary,,. the large uize t an!i conspicuous oolor malces them 
I 

ever vulnerable to ~nners. or especial detriment to 

them in the tar north ie the u~e of rifles in the 

shooting, Most of the Natives do not own shots~ns, 

and during that period when their young are small, they 

oan often be approached within rifle shot. With a 
.. 

shotgun~ it, is hard to g~.t close enough to kill these 

large birds, 

Baldpate 
(Mareoa ~merioana) 

On the Tanana.and Yukon River, as far down aa 

Holy Oroas, tl~.Baldpate was the most common of all 

duoka noted, On the Kashunuk, between Pilot Station 

and Chevak, a tew broods ~ere seen, but they diminished 

in plentitude rapidly aa the. flats were reached, 

One Widgeon was noted at Chevak, and none beyond 

towards the coast, Brood counts averaged about six 

birds per female. All birds seen were checked care

tully but the European aPQciea was never observed, 

American Pintail' 
(Dafila aeuta t11tz1~oa) 

All along the 'tine, dovm the Tanana, on the Yukon· 

along the Kashunuk~ and out on the flats toward the 

so. 
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Bering aea, the pintails were most common. -This bird 

-by far o~tnumbered ·all other single species in the 

lower Yukon area,: :Vor·example,·on June 16 on the 

Kaehunuk River, the following broods were noticed and 

numbered as indicated,· 6,6,7,8,81 8,81 81 10,9,9,9,9,10, 

111 81 91 7. On this aame date·but four other broods·of 

ducks of other species were observed• The P1nta1ls 

in this instance averaged over eight perbrood, much 

higher than ever obs~rved'previously by the writer. 

One brood was. noted at· Che.vak w1 th 12 little ones 

in July. A late n&st 9t alx eggs was found. July 7, 

and ~etched July 9J this had ai~ eggs and five hatched. 

'l'hat·pintail broods. are lorger than the broods of 

many of the ot}'ler ducks seems questfonable. However, 

the mother of this ·species seems better able to bring 

off all her eggs to a successful hatch, and suard her 

youngsters thereafter. ·This bird has long been-believed 

by the writer to be the moat abundant duck in North 

America, and th,e tact·that she is so able to conceal her 

nest, and later her young no doubt ia one of the major 

factors tor ·thia plentitude. The diversity of this 

bird and ability to nest generally over the main portion 

of North American ot qour~e tends to assure its continual 

perpetuation, But the tact that it is so adept at having 

a successful hatching season is a factor not to be over• 

81 
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looked, Many other ducks seems to lay equally large 

clutches ot eggs, but are poorer mothers and do not 

bring their broods through to flying age with such 

regular! ty • 

As a food bird the pintail is generally considered 

one of the beat, though in this particular locality, 

where the natives are poor, ducks nesting inland, and 

geese much more abundant, not many of these birds are 

taken for food, The larger fowl are more easily pro• 

cured, at much less cost per pound, Also pintail eggs, 

while readily eaten by the Natives are not so large as 

those ot the geese, are bard to find, and are not unduly 

molested, One Pintail was observed wlth her young at 

Chevak that nested and auccesstully brought ott her 

young within less than 100 yards of the trading post. 

This area throngs with Natives in the spring nesting 

time, and yet this canny mother escaped their most 

vigilant eye, 

Green~Winged Teal 
· (Nettion carolinense) 

Green-winged teal were not plentiful at any place 

visited by the writer. Some were noted on the Tanana 

and the Yukon, and they were seen on cacaaion on the 

Kaehunuk River. One pair with young were seen ten miles 
·' 

above Chevak on the Kaehunuk River on July '7. Of interest 
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which w.111· be mentioned· pos·si bly more in detail in 

another part of this report~, was the fact,, that many 

ot the oowuon ducks previously observed by the writer 

in Northern Canada,. did in this vicinity have the 

drake accompanying the female and the newly hatched 

young, Previously 1 t had been not.ed that the males 

usually left the females at nesting time •. 

Eur~pean .Teal . 
(Nettlon orecoa) 

But one of these birds was observed in the Chevak . 

area,· It was noted, a male,. only half a mile from the 

Eskimo village. The White longitudinal line, or bar, 

on the wings Just above the speculum was easily dis• 

tinguished, and the·absence of the white crescent in 

front of the wing, as is common w1 th the Green-winged 

teal was conclusive. 

While a female teal was noted in a lake nearby, 

it was impossible to tell whether she was a Green~winged 

or European teal. 

In the Chevak, Hooper Bay area, one has the feeling 

that probably he is seeing many European teal, but beca~se 

ot the preponderance of females at nesting time, o~e 

is never sure· as to what species he is seeing. 
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. · Canada Goose 
(Branta canadensis canadensis) 

Pour or this large species were noted on the 

upper Kaahunuk on Ju~e 19. Mr. George Sheppard, 
I. 

trader at Chevak, told the writer, that the Eskimos 

· knew of' a few or these large geese nesting within 

some fifty miles of Chevak. Mr. Sheppard said that 

a couple ot years ago he, personally, saw this species 

nesting in an area, where small islands dotted a rather 

large lake. Here on these tiny islands he found the 

nests of' a few of the large cormuon Canadian Geese. 

The Eskimos of Chevak stated that these large 

geese were never plentiful, and only in this orie lake 

area were they ever noted. Also they said that the 

Oanada did not·pass through this area on migration. so 

it is felt by the writer that this area about marks 

their Northern limit in Alaska. 

These birds are reported to nest in the same 

locality as the Br1atle-th1ghed curlew, near some 

rather large isolated lakes. · Only rarely are these 

lakes ever vlsited'by man, It _is thought that because 
' 

of this isolation, a few Canadas do nest there. It 

1s planned to check up on· this if the area is again 

visited by the writer • 
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. Cackling Goose. 
(Branta canadensis minima) 

This bird first Qbserved below Kashunuk Village, 

in the eame: area as occupied by.the Black Brants, 

Emperor Geeae and.some ot the Eider ducks. The salt 

flats being their chosen habitat, 

In this unprotected area, the broods were small, 

and While not many newly hatched young were seen,- those 

that were noted ave~aged possibly tour to the brood, 

One brood of. eient young were seen, but three were 

common, and many broods ot two and a tew of tou~ were 

observed, 

The goose drives cownonly held in the vicinity 

ot Kashunuk·Village usually reault in about 60 percent 

of all geese being taken as Cackling, The balance are 

principally Emperor·aeeae. That these birds are hunted 

with vigor tor food, in the Spring months is quite 

apparent, and their eggs are gathered for food. At 

that, in the vicinity ot Kaihunuk Village, there were 

many Cackling Geese noted, wtthfn aome·tour miles 

ot the Eskimo settlement, and the greater part of 

these were with young, 

Beoause ot the close proximity to the ocean the 

nests of the Cackling geese are ever threatened by ex

cessive high tides and windblown waters", In this 
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respect they are similar to the Lesser Snow Geese or 
the Canadian Arotio. It is felt, because ot the narrow 

range in which these birds breed, that a severe storm 

might cause a very poor hatching season through the 

Wholesale destruction of their nests. 

The Eak1moe reportecl a etorm aeveral years ago 

that covered several hundred square miles ot this low 

flat coastal land, such a thing would without doubt 

destroy a large percent of that year•s· supply ot 

Black Brant a ot that vi oint ty, but .·as their distribution 

1a much wider, such-a· threat to the young of the year 

would not be so· marked• Thet ·such storms do untold 

damage to ground nesting waterfowl closely·adjacent to 

the ooaat is without question, This was noted in a 

large Snow gooae col~ny in the Canadian Arctic, by the 

wrlt'r 1n 19~6, A similar ~nstanoe was reported as 

reliably happening at. the mouth of the Anderson River 

the same.year••destroy1ns thousands of neata of Black 

Brant a, 

Lesser Oanada Goose 
(Branta oanadens_ia leuoopareie) 

This bird wae first seen on the Yukon River, as 

far as Ruby, 'It was never numerous on the Yukon, 

but was far from uncommon. 
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When the Kashunuk River was entered at Pilot 

Station and the trip down it towards the Bering Coast 

waa begun, this goose was by tar the_ most common one 

observed, Young were first noted on June 17, and broods 

were counted that numbered 6,5,71 71 6,5,61 61 7i8• 

By the generous use of the binoculars, many mated 

birds and their broods of young were seen along the 

grassy margin of the Kashunuk, that would not make 

themselves conspicuous by flying upJ rather, by looking 

well ahead one 'might see an entire family slip out ot 

the edge ot the river in the grass some eighteen inches 

high, and entirely disappear. By the time the boat 

came along; the heads or tbe adults would riot even be 

in evidence, as the birds crouched, completely hidden, 

andwaited tor the boat to move past, 

From their abundance, it was felt by the wrltor, 

that the Lesser Canada Goose was more prone to nest 

tartber inland than the Cackling Goose, The latter 

seeming to prefer the lower tide flat country and were 

muoh_more abundBnt there. It was extremely difficult 

to tell these two species apart in flight until a place 

was found where both were present, That both are 

present, ~d distinctly different, there seems little 

doubt, The Eskimos recognize the difference in the size, 

and even know of the otill larger Canada Goose, 
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Black. Brant 
(Branta nigricana) 

Blac~ brants were noted commonly below Kashunuk 

Village, .some six miles• . They appeared more numerous 

on this area, than they were .eve~ noteq i,n .t~ ,Western 

Arctic. While no observations were poaaib~e during the 

incubating tim~, the old Brants and their few day old 

young, were .~n laraer bunches ,than ever before observed 

in Canada, 

True. with other previous observat:lons, the Brants 

seemed to average about the same number of young as 1n 

tha ~estern Arctic, 'l'hese b~rds have previously been 

described QY the writer as especially good parents, 

Compared to ,the Lesser Snow Geese for example, the 

brants always are far ahead of them.in completely in

cubating their eggs, and j,n bringing off their young 

to flying age. 

Black Brants, are called 11 the blaqk seeae'1 by many 

of tha Eskimos here, and are utilized for food, and 

their eggs taken when the, chance presents itself, 

Of especial interest in resard to these birds, tha 

writer has been informed that the ,.most of them come 

into th~s area from inland in the.spring, that is, down 

the Yukoni As thla part of Alaska awings well westward 

out into the Bering aea, it ia believed by the writer, 
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that these birds on their north Sprins migration, 

cut cross country, possibly trom the east end or 
the Aleutian Islands and come inland to reach their 

nesting grounds because of the more directness of1 

the route, 

Until this was directed to the writer's attention, 

it was believed by him that black brants invariably 

followed the seacost~ It was rare that any were ever 

observed i~ the Arctic inland over a few miles, and 

those were simply cutting across points then, in 

following the ooaat line of the Arctic ocean, In 

August of 1936 large flocks of these birds were noted 

near Herschel Island, out to sea some 10 miles and 

migrating coastwise towards Point Barrow, It was 

suggested at that time, by Natives, that this bird 

always follows the sea in migration, often as not 

considerable distance oft-shore~ 

It these black brants of the Yukon Delta do make 

thla inland flight in the.spring, and there seams 

little doubt but what they do, they travel overland 

at least 300 to 400 miles in so doing, 

Their fall migration, from all reports does not 

follow the spring migration, but at that time, rather, 

is a coast-wise proposition, 
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Emperor Goose 
· (Philaote canagioa) 

'l'he first emperor geese noted were on soma lakes 

ot the Kashunuk River, some 66 to 65 miles inland from 

Hooper Bay. This was on June 20, and as the birds were 

paired, they were presumed to: be nesting adults. 

On June 22, directly behind the trading post of 

Ohevak; the writer found an old emperor female and her 

·brood· of six·young•· As she· was but a few hundred yards 

from this ·place· and the surrounding tracks of dogsleds, 

Eskimos, and othermarks or civilisation, it· was first 

presumed by the· writer that these birds were abundant 

and tame.: It was soon discovered that apparently there 

was not another emperor brood within two or three miles 

of this place,· nor were any more discovered until the 

latter part· of June, when the area -30 miles or more 

down stream, in·the· vicinity of. Kashunuk Village was 

visited. Before tnis camp was reached, a few emperor 

geese and their broods were noted, in the tundra type ot 

country. Then a gap in their abundance was experienced, 

tor some seven miles1 and again they-were found farther 

out toward the coast in the salt flats frequented by the 

Black brants and the Eider·ducks. 

At no place did'the emperor geese seem gregarious 

:i.n their nesting habits, but were more like the White-
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fronted geese,. in that they were well scattered, and 

more evenly distributed th~oughout their range than 

possibly any other species of goose. 

George Sheppard said that while he did not care 

personally for the flesh of these birds, they were 

considered very good by the Eskimo3. They not only 

utilize the eggs of this bird, but the flesh as well, 

In the fall the Kashunuk natives usually hold goose 

dri vee, •nd these ar·e also held at liooper Bay, it i1 

understood, About half ot tha geese taken in such 

drives, are empero~ geese. The skins of these birds 

are alao used tor the making of parkas, It might be 

well to state here that the making of bird skin parkas 

bas not been discontinued, but on the other hand such 

are not considered anything to be desired if reindeel" 

skins, 1mpprted vabbits, arctic hares, mtiskrats, or 

possibly sq~irrel skins are to be had, The bird skin 

clothing ie invariably found used by t_he most destitute 

of the natives. Anyone able to purchase other material 

will uae it by preference~ Even the ha1r aeal are uaed 

tor such clothing. One Eskimo who could talk a bit 

of English replied when he was questioned by the writer, 

it hCJ ever used bird skin parkas• 11no,.me I am not so 

poor, Iuae reinQ.eer skin~"~~ It alao ueems to be a mark 

of poverty and, in a way, degradation if one must 
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resqrt to th1.s type of clothing, It is also stated 

that the birdskine in nowise compare to the skins of 

msmmals for durability. 

It· . .ia felt, after questioning natives and other, 

that 'the. Emperor geese are not near as abundant as 

th~y have beQn in the past. This evidently is the 

r.esult of Native depredations· in this country, tor 

they are ~ot hunted any place else tor sport or food. 

Thay.~ght be truly indicated as the Eskimo's bird, 

so tar aa the Alaska Natives are concerned, and no 

doubt they are the onee who have reduced them, That 

emperor geeee are killed to any greater extent than 

the cackling geese, tor.example, in this district, the 

writer questiona, The Cacklers are more diversified 

1~ their nesting, and range over a wider area of country, 

and nO. doubt:are more abundant. That 'emperor geese 

were ever abundant, as compared to many other species 

of geese, the writer doubts. 

Contrary· t.o previous reports, the emperors were 

round to be as intelligent- as the average other geese 

found in this area.· They do' have the careless habit 

of usually flying rather low, putting them within shot• 

gun range of a hunter when they chance· to fly his way, 

However, they.are probably even Wilder than the Lasser 

Canada and· the cackling geese, and thQse noted, compared 
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favorably with the White-fronted geese for sagacity 

in oaring tor their young, 

From the brood counts taken, it is indicative 

that these birds.also incubated their eggs and·raised 

their young with more success than any of the other 

geese in thie lower more open country, Broods of 51 5, 

6,5 1 6 1 61 were noted, Conover (Auk April, 1928) wrote 

of the tameness of these birds when incubating eggs, and 

after the young had'hatched out, This ls probably true, 

but it might be remembered at this period the birds 

are not hunted to any extent by the Natives, and does 

indicate the closeness with which they guard their 

young, and their nest, 

The write~ waa impressed with the emperor geese, 

in many ways having similar habits to the lesser sno~ 

geese and the blue geese, In particular, the first 

sight of an emperor goose makes one think of a blue 

goose, and in a way they strongly resemble one another, 

White-Fronted Goose 
(Anser albifrons albifrona) 

These aly birds were seen on the lower Yukon first, 

in early·June, and when the Kashunuk river was entered 
' . 

about the middle of that same month, were more or less 

common the length of it, and out to the coast, 

On June 19, on the Kashunuk, the first brood ot 
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young were noted, seven in number, From then on, a 

few were seen at various points, on even below the 

Kashunuk Village, in the tlat salt country frequented 

by the Black Brante. So cariny is the White-front, that 

only by looking well ahead on the vast flat expanses, 

could they be noted, then always ln tull retreat with 

their offspring, 

This bird, as elsewhere, is greatly liked by the 

Natives .for food, However, due to the1r lack of 

gregariousness, they are well distributed and scattered, 

so that it is almost impossible to greatly damage their 

existence by egg eating, or by goose drives. In their 

flight around the tundra, they are rather OEI.reful and. 

much harder to kill than any of the other geese, with 

the exception of the Swans. Being prone to flush more 

wildly and fly at higher altitudes, 

White-fronted geese averaged about six young per 

brood, One bunch was· captured well up towards the sand· 

hills above Chevak and demonstrated their ability to 
.. 

hide in the heavy cover. O.f some fifteen youngsters 

driven ashore (probably two broods) but six were captured, 

Some of them· were found hiding in tb,e heavy fringe of 

alders along the stream, and others were noted lying 

prone upon the open tundra with no concealment whatever, 

Some ot these birds were in this 11 frozen" attitude of 

. ;! 

J 
I 
'I 
:i 
·, ~ ! 

·,. ... 

'. 
~ .. 

I ' 

l ' ~ ' 



...... \ .... -~ ... -~.; .. ·~ ... r~ ... .~..;~·:"'·~"~,,~7~' ·.·:~.;;_ ....... r.t ..... -~ .. ~-'. ·--~~:-~1....: . ._.:_ ___ ._ .• -·~~c~.cc.-. . :.. JC 

·concealment for at least half an hour• 

The writer believes that this area in Alaska 

probably has more white-fronted geese·than any other 

similar one in North America. While thie bird was not. 

uncommon in the Canadian Arctic, . they were never found 

to·be so abundant as in this particular part o£ Alaska. 

Natives,· with their present guns, are not the 

serious threat, to-this species, as they are to the 

tamer varieties.· Not·many shotguns are·to be found 

in this locality among the native people, and those 

that are present are in most oases eingle shot, cheap 

varieties. It was observed that some of the Natives 

still buy bulk shot·· and powder and load their own 

shells in brass cases, as was common 40 years ago in 

the United states, 

Common Mallard 
·· (Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos) 

Mallards were commonly seen on the Tanana and 

Yukon Rivers. On the Kashunuk several youngsters 

were noted between June 16 and June 20• ·As surveys 

were extended on towards the Bering Sea coast, no 

mallards were observed below Chevak' Inland from the 

coast some 40 miles several pairs and their young were 

noted in July. ·One brood on the Kashunuk had twelve 

young in it, and large broods were very common. It is 
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to be noted tha~ any mallards found beyond the growth 

ot trees out tow$r4s ~he coast ~ere only casuals, 

Their ~estins seems to .ooinoide wlth the growth ot 

trees, and they are only rar~ly found where there. is 

I)Ot at least a g·ood fringe of alders along the shore

l~ne.of streams. 

·on all streams in interior Alaska where tree growth 

is .Present, the writer has ops~rved some mallards. In 

fact they seem ~o rank second only to the pintail in 

their wideness of distribution. 

' . ; 

Old Squaw Duck 
(Clangula hyeaali') 

This bird was commonly seen on all the area visited 

below Pilot Station 1~ the country between that point 

and the Bering Sea. On the tundra it was, as is usual 

in the Western Arctic, most numerous. The writer has 

often wondered where all of these birds winter, eo 

common are they throughout all the northern regions. 

Old Squaw ducks do not ~eem to be too successful 

with the rearing of their young. In previous years, 

their egg clutches were noted, and seemed to be of a 

fair size, as many as eight or nine ~ggs being common, 

and the average being somewhat in excess of six. 

However_ in this area, it is common to sea broods of 

21 31 and often only one youngster, Three brooch' were 
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noted near Chevak with 5, one of 4, five of 3, three 

of 2, and two of one, Due to the open nature of the 

country, and poor concealment of the nests, these 

birds eggs, and their young are under the constant 

eyes of predatory birds. It was noted that young 

Old squaws were unusually active, both in feeding, 

and in diving to escape from the writer when they were 

discovered, Downy chicks, not over two days old at 
' the most, would dive, and stay submerged for long 

periods of time, then come up, and iwnediately dive 

again, Little downy squaws that were less than a week 

old were repeatedly noted feeding in some of the 

brackish. pools, and diving with the reb~larlty of the 

old birds accompanying them, 

It was commonly noted also, that with the female 

and downy young, the male bird was o(ten present, 

Squaw duck eggs are eaten by the natives, whenever 

they are found, Also this bird 1s killed for food at 

times, when geese are not readily available, Often 

the skins are saved for the making of feather parkas, 

Spa otacled Eider, 
(Arctonetta fischer!) 

This bird was observed in the same habitat as the 

Steller's Eider, While it is supposed to only be found 

within a mile or eo of the coast line- the writer 
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observed them in considerable amounts much f'arther 

inland. Probably tw,nty miles or more from the coast 

line, a~d possibly farther. In factJ this.was the 

most comma~ duck noted in the area below Kashunuk Village, 

True to its name, the spectacled eider is not 

dlffiqult to recognize. Even thq downy young of but 

a few days in 4\ge have the "specs" most pronounced, 

They are i~clined to be mQre ot a buff color than the 

&teller'~ young, and:while none.were observed younger 

than possibly tqree days in age, they were not nearly 

so bl~ck as the ateller•s, 

Again in the case of this bird, broods seemed to 

be still. One,waa obst:~rved with five young, but the 

majority had from one to th~ee little ones, The f'irst 

female obeerved, had but one you.ng, and was moat 

devoted, allowiqg the writer to approach within thirty 

teet or less, while she swam around in a small pool 

with the lone c.hlck, While tak!n& photoa of' the old 

bird and young, the mother frequently preened he~ 

feathers, and acted most .natural, even though the camera 

was grinding away, not over 30 feet distant. In the 

small pool used by this bird, was also. a pair of young 

red-thro~ted loons, and they were twice as wild and 

agitated as the ~ther eider, even though they were but 

a few days old, 
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One downy young of thie bird was collected and 

the stomach was also saved, 

'Whe·n skinning the downy youngster 1 t Wf.!.S observed 

that the skin was very tough tor such a small bird, 

and the Eskimo said that this species of eider was a 

very fine one to uae·in making feather parkas, because 

ot the toughness ot the akin. 

Steller's Eider 
(Polyatiota Steller!) 

This bird was first noted,·a single male, on June 

191 inland towarda·the Yukon River from the Bering 

Coast, some 150 miles. Between this inland point and 

Chevak, no more of these birds were noted, • lntenai ve 

field observation in the Cbavak vicinity failed .to 

reveal a single·' bi~d of this species.· 

On· June 30 the writer went some thirty miles or 

more down the 'Kashunuk River, below the village· of 

that same name; and turned ott the Kaahunuk into a 

stream at high tide, but 50 tt, in width, Here running 

against the tide, the· flats were· entered, until the 

water dropped from 10 rt, in .depth• to about one toot, 

Then with line the boat was towed another mile and camp. 

made, In this regipn ste1ler 1s eiders were observed 

in considerable- number·• 

Female bi'rda predominated, and many were young ot 
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the previous y~•r and did not apparently nest. The 

Eskimo guide said that 11 the woman duck did not nest 

until the second. year", Contrar-Y to previous observa• 

tiona on this bird recorded by other observers, a few 

·males were noted and two females collected on July 2, 

Most ot the females did not have young, and in 

tact those that did, certainly kept them well hidden, 

One was found, a downy chick, Be apparently was not 
• 

over one day old, but·waa a bright youngster, little 

larger than a silver dollar, and ooal black. . lie took, 

readily,·any insecta that he tound upon the water, and 
' 

the· distracted mother bird hovered near, making gutteral 

noises th$ meantime, This downy youngster was so small, 

and among the earlier downy chicks to be noted, that 

the writer did not collect it, but rather made such 

photos as was possible under the extremely poor light 

conditions• . However, after a full day among the birds, 

without even so much as seeing a single young Steller's 

Eider, the writer realized that these young birds were 

few, and bard to.find. 

Accordingly the Eskimo was se~t back to the plao~ 

the youngster had been noted, an4 attar considerable 

time. came back w1 th him, He stated that be 11 found 

chicken dead". This· was due probably to an over zealous• 

ne•a in taking pictures, The little fellow became 

100, 
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chilled through having to remain in his small pool so 

long, and deserted· by the mother soon chilled and died, 

The akin of this ohick.was' saved, and it was noted that 

not all of the yolk of the egg had been consumed by 

1t 1s little body• However, the atomaoh·was saved, as 

the little fellow was observed to be eating.inseota, 

and should reveal· something of his first day's feeding. 

In collecting the tour adult birds, the writer 

found them extremely wary, and hard to approach. One 

pair, discovered in a emall.lnke some 80 yards in 

diameter, were soared by the Eskimo, and forced to fly 

towards the writer, The drake was first Shot, and then 

the female put on such a burst of speed, and dodging, 

that two shots were fired at her, before she finally 

fell. Her dodging antics, were not unlike those of a 

green~winged teal that.had been fired upon. 

Throughout the area frequented by stellar's elders, 

spectacled elders, pintails,. red-throated loons, small 

oanadt;l.a, whit.e-fronted geese, black ·brants, and a few 

emparor geese were noted, The country is hard to de

scribe, Close to the sea, all the water is extremely 

salt. For miles one can aee,acroaa the perfectly flat 

conntry, but a tew inches above high tide. In fact, 

high tides with winds, might readily cover the whole 

of the area, and d~own out many nesting birds, All of 
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this flat country is intersected by ditch like outs, 

varying from a couple f~et, to ten feet in depth. 

With high tide, many of thea~ fill with water. Over 

all the al'ea, small lakes,· and queer li ttla potholes 

are to be fol¥1d by the thousands. Sonu~ of them but 

a few feet across may harbor a brood of saase or ducks• 

As previously noted, t~e stellar's eiders seem to 

have few young in this area. It ~as'observed also that 

Spectacled eiders, and many of the other birds had few 

young. This seems due to depredations of gulls 

(Glaucous) as these predators are to be seen every 

place, and usually being cl:}ased by some shore bird. 

It was noted that all adult birds with young seemed to 

hasten closer to their offspring when these birds 

came near, and mantfest considerable agitation when 

the gulls were in the vicinity. 

,· .. 

White-winged Sooter 
(Mel~nitta deglandi) 

This bir.d was seen on the Tanana and Yukon Rivers 

in limited nuraqers, but were not uncommon. A few pairs 

were also noted on the Kashunuk River shortly after 

leaving Pilot Station on the Yukon. As the flats were 

entered and most of the timber had disappeared, the 

white-winged·sooters were no longer in evidence, 
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Surf- Sooter 
(Melanitta rerspicillata) 

A few surf eooters were seen on the lower Yukon 

River, and on the upper Kaahunuk. Like the white

winged sooters, they dwindled as.one went towards tba 

coast, and after the tundra and flat country was 

encountered, were entirely absent. They were never 

a common bird. The range of both the white-winged and 

surf scoters, as near as the writer was ever able to 

discover, ia practically the eame• 

American Sooter 
(Oidemia americana) 

This bird was seen on the Kasbunuk River, and as 

far below as Chevak. They were commonly noted in 

pairs between June 14 and June 25. Inland, 15 miles 

above Chevak, a nesting female .was noted on-July 7, 

Also three nonnesting females, and a male. One of 

the females was taken and wei8hed 21 pounds, 

This scoter has not been mentioned in literature 

to any extent, it loo~ing more like a common puddle 

duck than the other sooters, It sits on the water 

with head up, and with a less thickened bill than 

other near relatives, is very mialeading in summer 

plumage, particularly the females, as to just what 

kind of an "eating duck" it might be, The one shot 
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by the writer, a female in summer plumage, was killed 

because it was not readily .identified at shotgun range. 

While not a:deairable food bird, it is eaten by the 

Natives of t~ia area when~ver- they chance to get them, 

This partioulan bird being taken for food by a native 

woman, and the-akin carefully saved for a·"parka skin". 

It was especially deaira~le for the latter use, as it 

was remarked to be a very tough skin and enduring. · It 

was not saved tor a scientific specimen, ~~ several 

shot had.out the bill almost in two. Th~ stomach was 

saved. 

·, 

Red-breasted Merganser 
(Mergua aerrator) 

This bird was commonly noted on the Tanana, and 

as far down the Yukon river as Holy Oross •. One 

specimen, a male, was· collected near Hqly Cross on · 

June 4. 

observed. 

On the Kashunuk River this bird was not 

· Shoveller 
(Spatula olypeata) 

But two shovellers were noted in the Chevak area, 

and while tbey are not common, theJ are known.to the 

Eskimos, A few~ 11 Spoonies" were .. seen on the upper 

Kashunuk.!n the vicinity. of Pilot, Station, 

, 
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Greater Scaup Ducks 
(lly~oaa marila) · 

OWing to :tl:m difficulty: of. telling the Greater. 

Scaup.from the ·Lesser, unless the bird ia actually 

taken, the writer cannot accurately say that both 

these species were present in the areas visited. 

Many acaup ducks were observed• on the lower Yukon 

in early June., ·and some seen as tar inland as the· 

Tanana River. · 

: On the Kashunuk in: June,.· scaup-were commonly 

observed; and were believed 1n the most part to be 

great~r. None were taken on account of the difficulty 

. in picking them up tram the craft on·which the writer 

was travellins.· · Ten daya was consumed in making 

some 500 miles of the Kashunuk during one-of the 

lowest water stages in its history, Beset \nth snags 

and sandbars; and wt nd of oonaiderable velooi ty, muoh 

ot the time,. it was impractical,. and danserous to 

the travel· of the boat.to kill ducks and attempt to 

pick them up.. It would uaually result ·in becoming 

stuckagain.-. As it was, the "~t-riter put in a bit of 

time w1 th the Eskl.mo crew working a very back-breaking 

windlass on many of the bars, and additional windlass 

work was not·looked forward to~. 

July?,. one scaup female,. appearing to be a lesser 
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was observed in a lake inland from Chevak 15 miles. 

This bird apparently was with youns, or bad a nest, 

from her actions, but the little ones could not be 

discovered, The drake was not around, though it was 

·noted that with many of the scaup females, and those 

apparently nesters, the drakes were with their female 

comp~niona. Often the boat would scare up a nesting 

female along the short willows of the Kashunuk. Almost 

invariably thi~ bird would be joined by a male, that 

·often would be noted swimm1ni in the river ahead, 

Ame:rfoan Golden-Eye 
(Glauoionatta cl~ngula americana) 

Golden~Eye were noted·on the Tatiana River, and 

as ·rar down the YukQn as Holy Cross. Though not 

abundant, they were by no means a rarity, Particularly 

they wer~ seen when stops were made for fresh water 

in som$ of the larger creeks and little rivers running 

into the Yukon river, Nono of tbese blrde were seen 

Barrow's Golden-Eye 
(Oharitonetta albeola) 

. One pair seen, in a creek above Holy Cross on the 

Yukon aom4 100 miles. These birds passed within 30 yards 

of the writer and were readily recognized. 
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Bald Eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucooephalua) 

Bald eagles, while common in South Alaska, were 

entirely ·absent, so far as the writer's observations 

went, in the Chevak,:IJooper Bay area, 'Jr pair of them 

were seen just above Marshall on the Yukon River, 

Apparently they were nesting OQ the rocky peak of a 

mountain that was olose by the river, 

Osprey 
(Pantion haliaetua carolinensia)· 

A taw of .these· fish eagles were seen on the lower 

Yukon river below Holy Cross. .Also one was observed 

on the upper Kashunuk'river not far·from Pilot Station, 

It was of interest, that few hawks· were seen all 

summer in the areas visited, only two species being 

observed, and they were e~tremely rare, 

Byrfalcon 
(Falco rustioolua) 

Three or .four ·of these birde were noted along 

the upper Kashunuk River about the middle of June. 

Thet seemed to be of a v~ry light color, the white on 

them preclom1nating. As it was but a few weelcs since 

the ice had·gone out, the writer was of the opinion 

that these birds, while not ptf!lrmigan inoH.ned as to 

changing their plumage, were birds that had wintered 
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in a very cold exposed country, 

Willow Ptarmigan 
(Lagopus lagopus) 

These 'bird• wore most common· throughout; the 

Chevak, Area. · Repeatedly while walking over the tundra 

and ev~n· out in tn~ salt flats within a very few ~ilea 

of the Bering soacoaat, these birds would be put up, 

uaually pairs ,of ~dult~:~ and their ott~.pring. 

The cackling hysterioa~ chuckle of the cook 

ptarmigan rather ·.disrupts the craqkling stillness of 

a remote land, wnen qne suddenly almost steps upon 

him• The action of startling .the ·observer as practiced 

by the cocks during the &U:IOn1er .months· might be. a very 

successful· de.f'ensivtJ, or distraQting procedure, to 

allow the little ones to. mak~ themselves scarce, did 

not the fqolish bird almost immediately .come back 

to the observer •. Frequently one will flutter and act 

"wounded" coming up within tour or five feet of a 

person. Often, when a pair of these birds and their 

young were flushed, the writer would lay flat on tno 

tundra, and cheeping to imitate their yo~ng, bring 

the cook bi;r(},. Q.Dd ·qften the female, back w1 thin 

but.a few feet ot·him •. The Eskimos are most adept at 

this.practice, al)q .. the writer has~ feeling that such 

procedure is often emplqyed to kill the adult birds, 
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A bow and arrow being adequate for such close 

shooting, 

Willows in the Chevak area are at the most a few 

scant inches.abova'the ground, but in stomachs taken 

from willow ptarmigan, it was observed that they were 

feeding on these, and on berries, 

Ptarmigan broods ware noted, some of only one or 

~wo youngsters; and others with as many as fifteen, 

From vary early age the youngsters fly, and while 

quite small; when flushed, make but short flights. 

Often part of suoh a young brood might flush while 

others ot the same family ware captured as they hid 

in the short grass, By the time these birds are the 

size of Bob-White quail, they will, When put up, make 

lons flights, frequently of a quarter of a mila, 

From evidence, such as feathers and bones noted 

on the tundra, Ptarmigan are almost a universal teed 

for many predators. Foxes arid mink, also Snowy Owls 

commonly utilize this most abundant bird~ ·Also they 

are killed in great quantities by the Native people, 

and are a boon to the residents of this country in 

furnishing a variation in diet, and often, in case ot 

near starvation, to a foodless man upon the trail. 

Feathers of these birds around Eskimo oamps indicate that 

many ot them are utilized, Strange, possibly due to the 

109,. 



-------:-·~.~~ ..... . 

• the windswept nature of this area, they are not 

snared by the Natives, as they are in the Canadian 

Arctic, 

From the habit or·nesting in an area conuonly 

utilized by Jaegers and Glaucous Gulls, it is more 

than probable that many of the egge and young 
. , . 

ptarmigan are taken by these birds, Eskimos value 

ptarmigan eggs highly for food, It was noted in the 

lower Mackenzie last year, a Long-tailed Jaeger taking 

one of the young ptarmigan on the wing, that the 

writer flushed, 

Ruddy Turnstone 
(Arenaria int~rpres morinella) 

This bird was not observed at Ohevak, but a few 

were eeen some twenty miles above this place on Julr 7, 

One in particular was extremely noisy and repeatedly 

came up close to the writer fussing about, No doubt 

this bird had young concealed nearby, 

Black Turnstone 
(Arep~ria melanooephala) . 

These birds were quite common nesters around 

Ohevak and were commonly noted between June 22 and the 

first of July, It is presumed that around July 1 the 

young hatched, for there was a period of several days 

when the adults were not in evidence around the small 
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stream margin's where they commonly fed at ebb tide, 

In the late night in June the writer frequently 

beard a peculiar sound of a bird high in the air, 

like that of the mating Wilson's snipe, that indescribable 

winnowing aound, After several nights or vainly searching 

the skies, the bird was observed that was carrying on 

the aorobatlos. It was a black turnstone, 

After June 101 the young ot the black turnstone 

was in evidence, and they grew with great rapidity. 

About July 20 some eight of these young birds took up 

their residence in between the Ohevak trading post, and 

a wood pile some fiftJ teet distant, Here they waded 

in a shallow pool that·had been made by the endle~a rains, 
' 

and frequently they alighte~ on the wood pile.. The back 

door of the trading post led into a very dark woodshed, 

or snow sned, and a door from that opened into the 

kitchen. One evening the writer chanced to look out of 

the half open kitchen door and saw five black turnstonea 

exploring the boards of the woodshed floor. One of them 

even hopped up on the door sill that led on into the 

kitchen. It is honestly believed that these birds would 

have gone throughout the house if they had not at that 

time been disturbed bJ the entranoe of a group of Eskimos 

coming from down river to trade • 

Ot interest was the way those turnatones hung around 
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the camp of a family ~t Eskimos,· One very old chained 

sled dog was entirely ignored by this bunch of young 

birds, and frequently they would almost walk upon him 

aa they ran about the camp. An Eskimo. child not quite 

three yee.rs ot ~ge frequently chased thEnu and threw 

very inao~urately at them a minature harpoon that his 

father had mad' him, . The. birds rarely fl$w over twenty 

teet away from the,ohild after he had disturbed them, 

Tbe Eskimo. woman· of this oamp had a raok of fish 

drying olose beside her tent, One day it was observed 

that the turnatonea were reeding on these fish, Dally 

they became bolder, alighting·on the tent itself, then 

flying om to the rack of fish,. Often tho writer would 

notice·that fully one fourth of each individual fish 

had been devoured and the bones picked bare, from the 

tail some three inches forward, 

On~ day while the Eskimo woman was removing her 

partially destroyed fish, ahe chanced to notice the 

writer watching here, Evidently she sensed that he was 

wondering what her thoughts were about the nervy birds~ 

Holding up one.mut1lated tiah, aha scrutinized it with 

a· rueful grin, then ~hrugging her. shoulders she carefully 

baled up the lot and put them away for her children's 

winter food supply, 
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.Blaok•bellied plover. 

(Squatorola aquatorola (L1nnaeus) 

These birds were a common eight on all the tundra 

area in the Hooper Bay Chevak diatriot, They were not 

~oted at any time on the tide flat country that was 

subject to overflow, or where the water was salt or 

brackish. Th~y were noted in all the higher area, The 

first young of flying size was noted about July 25, and 

by the first week in August were becoming quite common 

in family groups, ~lyina about the tundra. 

· Paoi fi o Golden Plover, 
(Pluv!alis dominicus tulvua) 

None of the~e birds were·observed by the writer until 

the 26 of July in the Chevak area. It is believed that 

theJ do not neat any place on the tundra in the low flat 

oountcy, 'Qut· rather are to be found in the foothills of 

the adjacent mountains. 

When first observed; these birds were in goodly 

number and young of·the year were present. On Jul7 25 

none were eeen at Chevak. The following day several 

were noted~ and quite wild, and three bunches, probably 

family groups were obuerved flying qu1ta high ~n a 

southerly direction, com!ng from the direction of the 

hill e. 

One apeoiman waa taken on July 26 at Chevak. 
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Wilso~'s ~nipe. 
(Capella delicata) 

·The first of these birds was observed in the Chevak 

area on June 22, and was believed from its actions to be 

a nesting female• However,. l·ater attempts to put up 

this bird were without success, and she was never observed 

again. It was first believed that this snipe was most 

abundant on account'of the flight sonss that were heard, 

However, these were'a bit off-tune, and it was soon dis

covered that the zooming antics, and the accompanying 

flight noise was made by the Black Turnstones, which were 

most common, 

Pacific Godwit, 
(Limosa lapponica bauer!) 

This bird was a common resident of the tundra area 

in the vicinity of Chevak and was noted inland about 100 

miles via the Kashunuk river, While not abundant, several 

would be noted each day while the writer was afield. 

similar to a Hudsonian Our lew in observing· an intruder, 

the male bird would usually oome to meet one, and often 

alight on a hummock some thirty yards distant to scold. 

One nest was discovered, June 26 1 and the eggs were 

starting to pip, It was on the open tundra, in a hollowed 

depression; with little effort being made to line it with 

any nesting material. 
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• On June 26 and 27, the nest was again visited, and 

the pipping of the eggs noted as being farther advanced 

than the· day before. It was on June 28 that the young 

finally. hat~hed. Only two chicks wore observed, though 

tho remains of th~ shells o~ the eggs ware in evidence 

about the neat. One of the remaining chicks was dry and 

running·around the nest, while the other had just recently 

emerged. Whether the other two wandered. off, or were 

gobbled by the Glaucous gulls and J~egers·is problematical. 

Two pairs of those adult birdu were noticed almost 

daily near.Ohevak, and without doubt from their actions, 

had their yo~ns closely present on the tundra. However, 

they were nowbere found. 

It was noted with tbe Uudsonian ·curlew neat, found 

July 5, 1939 in the Weatern Arctic, and with this nest · 

of the Pacific Godwl t·, that between three and four days 

were necessary after pipping commenced, for the young 

to finally emorge. 

Above Cheva~·some 40 miles by river, several Wllson'e 

snipe were -observed in the latter part of July, After 

July 26 tour were put up belnd the Chevak trading post 

a halt mile o~ such a matter, Wilson's snipe waru not 

observed anywhere in any number. Probably eight or nine 

were noted during the whole of the summer. 
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Hudson1an Curlew. 
(Phaeopus hudec;>nlQils) 

A few of these birds ~ere noted• but exceedingly 

wild, They were observed f:rom. Kas!'mn,lk village, inlan4 

as the river winds a"Qout 100 miles. Hardly o. day would 

pass wlthout.one or two being seen, but they were never. 

s.bundant, More often it was single birds that were seen, 

though three were noted on July 7 apparently travellins 

oroaa country, Single birds ware seen previous to July 

7 but did not leave the iwnediate locality, but certainly 

were hard to approach, It was felt by the writer that be• 

cause of the extreme flatness of the country, one of the 

parent birds simply attempted to lead him away from the 

vicinity of the nest or the young, In the Western Arctic 

in 1939 when the nest of this bird was found on July 3, 

it was because of the rolling nature of the tun,'lrs., allowing 

the writer ~o approach the incubating female to within 

200 yards of her before being discovered. Incidentally 

this nest wa~ hatching on that date, 

Thoro was no mistaking the call of this bird from 

that of the b~1etle~th1ghed curlew~ 

decidedly different~ 

Their notes are 
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• 
Lesser Yellow-Legs 11 

(fotanus flavipa) 

On July 20,·thewr1ter saw what.lie supposed to be 

a Lesser Yellow~Lega 10 miles North East Chevak, Alaska. 

A high wind was blowing, and th1e.b1~d was noted on the 

tundra,' along &hoN, .. ·!pproaching to collect the bird 

in the b()a t, . it bobbed behind the knoll on wh! ch it was 

perched •nd never seen aga1ri. Both species of Yellow-Less 

are well known to the w~1ter and have been observed 

oountleas tima• and it was felt that this was a L6sser, 

though there was nothing to compare the size with, and 

undar·these light conditions, often a thing looks ab

normally large, A large Glaucous Gull at half a mile, 

even beneath sullen al.d~a, often looks as large as an 

approaching boat and is frequently taken for one. Many 

times they are contused at a distance with swans, though 

the latter ia many times larger. This bird was the only 

Yellow-Legs observed during the summer. 

Red-Backed Sandpiper. 
(Pelidna alplna sakhalina) 

These birds were seen around Ohevak·on the tundra, 

and were one of the most numerous of the shorebirds, 

Unlike· many ot the shore b1t'ds 1 they w·e:re also present 

below Ka~hunuk village, in the tide flatu co~nonly 

frequented by the elder duoka, geese and brante. 
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After July 28, · these birds were observed 1n1e;rating 

in large flocks, often numbering two or three thousands. 

They had a. favorite· spot on the open tundra tor mtopping, 

and almost every afternoon, f'or a porlod of a. week; f'rom 

a thousand to three. or tour thousands of the ae birds 

would nl, .. ght there. 

Pectoral Sandpi.per. 
(Pisobia melanotos) 

Theae little shorebirds were noted throughout much 

of the tundra area. Within fifty yards of the trading 

post ~t Chevak,.one neat·or tbia bird was discovered 

with three eges• Rarely was any shore bird nest found 

that had the full·t'our·egga that they are supposed to 

have. 

Br1stle-Th1ghed Ourlew. 
(Phaeopua tahitiens1s) 

This bird, reputed to winte~ in t~e South Pacific, 

and migrating to Alaika over the open sea, probably 

makes its first atop on the Kenai P9n1nsula. However, .. -. 

it does not tar~y here but goes on inland to nest~ 

At Chevak,· 'the wr1 ter was told. that .early in the 

season, ·around tne,m1ddle of May, this bird'is oommon 

in that arefl.,. but soon .disappears anddoes not return 

until early in August when the, young are with them • 

As this is the last bird 1n the north whose nest 
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haa·not been discovered, the writer gave some attention 

to running down this mystery •. It is definitely felt that 

in another year this discovery will be made. It is to 

be remembered that somewhat the same prediction was made 

regarding the Ross• Goose~ and, by comparison, the curlew 

nest will'be relatively easy, In making this statement, 

the writer realizes that he could be wrong, but a similar 

method was employed with the bristle-thighed curlew, as 
was with the Rosa• Goose.- The natives were shown the 

bird 1s picture, and through Mr. George Sheppard as inter

preter, a lengthy discussion was held regarding the curlew, 

When Frank Dufresne, O, J. Murie, Jack Warwick, 

H. W~ Brant, and H, B, Conover made a trip.to the 

summering ground of bir~s in the Yukon Delta, they round 

the bristle-thighed curlew in the neighborhood of Chevak, 

Also some ot the Natives interviewed by the writer re~ 

membered this expedition and assisted them'in holding a 

gooae drive, Also one native remembered the bristla-thighed 

curlew, Through him, and a piotura of this bird, it 

was aoour~tely deeoribed to the natives. Immediately came 

their response~ They had seen them, after their yeatrly 

spring appearance at Chevak, 1nfand1 not a great many 

miles, where. the muakrata ~re hunted up to the end of the 

season, June 1. 

They had not seen t.ha neat of these birds, but were 
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sure that they were present, as they stated they would 

see the bird'hovering over the ground where they pre• 

sumed the female was hidden. o,ing to the necessity of 

hunting all that 1s possible in the short time available, 
,, . 

they did not seek·to find·the n~sts. Also the eggs are 
' ' ' 

smaller thanthe watertowl'eggs commonly utilized at 

this time of year for food, and it was not·neceasary 

to hunt the eggs. . · 

The writer tnows trom experience with the Hudsonian 

curlew, the difficulty of finding the nest, The hovering 

antica·described by the Eskimos aptly describes the pro• 

oedure ot the hudsonian, · Two days were spent, mostly on 

the hands and knees, to find a hudsonian curlew nest in 

the lower Mackenzie region, · The parent birds, both would 

see the writer from a distance or half a mile or more, and 

tlr·tussing to meet·bim, 'They would ln nowlse approach 

within 200 yards of their·nest, even though the egga were 

pipping at the time, and the young curlews could be heard 

a distance of several feet away. 

The Eskimos were probably wrong in· assuming that the 

female was hidden below the hovering bird. The writer 

believes that both the parent birds'were seen, and no 

doubt at a considerable distance from the actual nest, as 

was observed habitual with the hudsonian curlew • 

It is to be regretted that so IllUOh delay prevented 
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the writer from reaching this area until after the 

nesting time of theae birds, or lt is more than possible 

that they would have been found this year. 

In vislting thenatives of the Lower Yukon in the 

vicinity of Mountain Village, Marshall, and Pilot Station 

the writer discovered that they did not know this bird. 

It was then fairly evid•nt that the Brlatle-tbighed curlew 

nested some place between the main Yukon River and the 

village of Chevak. Evidently this is the case, but 

another year will be necessar,r to actually determine this. 

On July 20, two families of bristle-thighed curlews 

were seen fifteen miles above Ohevak, The following 

day a group of five ·were noted on what 1a known as the 

sandhill&, On July 28 another family group were noted 

at Chevak, and a flock of some twenty birds wtn•e seen 

at Hooper Bay on August 10. 

That these birds neet fairly close to Chevak seems 

most apparent. to tho writer. It will probably be necea-

sary to go to them in the Spring with dog team and the 

usual kayak on the sled, because they do not nest next 

to any navag1ble streama. The trip need be made with 

dogs while there is yet snow for the trip, or much por

taging need be done with kayak tromlake to lake 1n order 

to reach the nesting area. An airplane, in s~ch instance, 

would do in a few minutes what will require several days 
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to do in,.the line of transportation. 

Long~billed Dowitcher. 
(Limnodromus griseus acolopaoeua) 

This bird was first observed on June 22 near 

Chevak, Alaska •. The writer, -at f1r~t, ··thought it a 

Wilson's Snipe, and hastened to find the nest as the 

bird fluttered away. · However, the nest was not found, 

and then, upon closer observation, it was perceived· 

that a distinct white patch appeared on the back of 

this bird when in flight. · 

Without doubt,·· this bird is the long· billed variety, 

and is not the Eastern· Dowitcher as previously seen by 

the writer. The difference in the length of bill i1 

easily noted, even in the field, and the specimen does 

not need be collected to prove this tact. However, one 

was taken. 

Apparently thia·bird prefers the inland part of the 

Yukon Delta for 1 t • 8 nestlng, A.round Chevak they were 

common, while but 25 miles out toward the coast, not a 

single specimen was observed. ·In tact, it is believed 

that almost all the shorebirds prefer the somewhat higher 

country tor their nesting. ·. While many species o~ shore 

birds were noted below Kashunuk Village, they were in 

great minority over the apea around Chevak. Here, while 

e:\,ev~tione were but a few teet above tide, they were 

safely above tide. The mossy hummocks furnished ideal 

nesting habitat tor shorebirds and the margins of small 
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grassy· 1.-.kes, and the :tide flats along: the main stream• 

·seemed to furnish ideal· feeding places. 

In their u~lectivlty of nesting sites, the shore 

birds do choose a country sufficiently high aa a rule, 

to pre1;1erve th,ir nests from extreme tides. The brants 

and many ot th~ geese do not ueem to have thia foresight. 

Especially true,.then, ioit ot the long-billed dowitcher, 

while clqsely adJacent to tide marshes, the nest seems 

invariably safe above· the highest of tides. 

Western Sandpiper, 
(Ereunetes maurli) 

These little fellows were one of the mast common 

shore b1rda in the Chevak area. Also they were very 

t~, One mqther bird, while her offspring were hatching, 

would allow the.writ6r to approach within three £eet of 
I 

her, so great was her concern over one minute feather

less chick, 

Red Phalaropes, 
(r~alaropua fulicariua) 

These agile little birds were noted in the Chevak 

vicinity quite commonly, The tiny little lakes that dot 

the tundra, with a oorrespon91ng fringe of marshy margins, 

seems moet ideal tor these b1:rds. In e~rly July, many 

ot the ·&dulte were in their .moult and frequently i.t 

might be noticed some in winter plumase, ~hile another 
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would be 1~ breeding· plumage 1n the ss~e flock. Often 

as many as .dozen or 20 of these blrda were noticed, by 

middle July,. flying in flocks, and feeding as a flock, 

without apparently having offsprin&• , 

Northern Phalarope • 
. (Lobipes lobatua) 

These birds were co~~on ar9und the Chevak area, 

and frequently were noted feeding with the Red phalaropes. 

Also, by the middle of July many of them were in their 

winter plu.mage. 

Nests of the Northern and Red Phalaropes were not · 

discovered, because.of the lateness in getting to this 

area.. HoweveP, ·judging from the. adult birds, phalaropes 

are decidedly numerous throughout all this region. 

Previously, 1n·tbe Canadian Arctic, these two species 

were not noted together and no doubt the red phalarope 

does not extend its nesting range to the degree that 

the norther phalarope does, 

Little Brown Crane. 
(Grua canadensis canadensis) 

Th~u1e bi:rdu were noted ·commonly over the area be

tween possibly 100 miles inland fpom the Bering Coase,-

on o~t to the tide flats~ They seemed to be in no plaoe 

plentiful, but so· well wore they distributed ·aver this 

large area that they must have number•d into the thousands. 
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One young crane was cnught on the tundra below 

Chevak on July 12. lt appeared to be posa1.bly two 

weeks· old, and ~tood probably 15 1.nchea i.n height, It 

wa~ a reddish brown, and the same specie& as tha one 

found in the Western Arctic of Canada in 1940 and 

photographed, l4uoh of the fine downy reddish :ruzz was 

gone, and was being displaced by rather scraggly looking 

reddish brown feathers, oti the .. down was coming out, 

giving the appearance a.bit of beine rr~ngy. Pinfeathers 

showed up profusely through the down. 

One young crane, .f'ow1d in 1936, of. the. approximate 

size aa this one on the south shore of Great Slave· Lake 

1n Canada, had little of the reddish coloration. In 

fact, it and the adults were closely observed and were 

almost identical in color, being a alate blue, as are 

all of the large :sandhill oranea, 

. The Little brown· cranes, 1no1dentally not so small, 

and appearing almost as large as the big sandhill ·oranes 

in the wild, are a distinct reddish oolor, even the 

adults, and the small birds, are almost a briak ·red, 

The writer baa never.foutid li·pair of the little 

cranes toeethor, though it is the rule .tor the adult to 

have l>ut two eggs. Almost invariably one 11 ttle one has 

bean found, and never the second. The Eski1no ren_lS.rked 

that he had noticed this, and that many of his people 
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believed that each parent bird took one young to raise, 

While this seems doubtful, in that both parent birds 

are moat apparent when one of the young has been dis• 

covered, it sae~s possible thgt tho two adult birds do 

es.oh take a youngster while feeding on.the tundra and 

have thern aQ far apart that when one ia found, the other 

has·opportunity to ~scape notice, 

The Ltttle Brown younsster, as was the young ot 

the Larger Ss.ncihill crane, is quite agreasive when cor~. 

nered, and will peck sharply at an outstretched hand, 

or the.boot of his discoverer. However, the Little Brown 

seems less agressive, than his larger relative • 

George Sheppard told of finding the nest of a Sand~ 

hill Crane with two eggs, and that the parent bird 1m

mediately deserted it at his approach, After looking 

at the eggs he withdr.ew, and the mother bird immediately 

started back to the nest, and hastened her steps as she 

saw a Jaeger approach. The Jaeger, however, succeeded 

in getting one of the egg$ before the old crane could 

arrive to protect it. 

Possibly the predatory "birds may be responsible for 

eo many single young of this bird, but it is felt that 

wero such the ~ase, in most 1natances, both eggs would 

have bean devoured. It was chse~ved, many times, paire 

of adult cranes; though surprised by the approach of 
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the writer in a boat, and the birds in quite open country, 

with the aid of good binoculars, no young were apparent. 

It ia felt that their egg loss is quite high. 

While these birds are eaten by the Eskimos, and 

their eggs as well, according to r~ports from the Natives 

and others, they are in nowise depleted, and appear to be 

making an increase in abundance. George Sheppard in par

ticular remarked upon the large concentrations of Little 

Brown cranes .that he noted this past spring. That their 

distribution is very restricted seems doubtful, as the 

·writer observed them in considerable numbers in the Lower 

Maoken~ie River of Canada, and even r~corded six adult 

birds on Victoria Island in 1938. Around the Arctic 

Coast; between the mouth of the Mackenzie and.the Corona

tion Gulf, they were reported common by the Natives and 

Whites, Also they were reported as being found on Banks 

Island. 

.The young little brown crane, even several weeks of 

age, is· a wabbly-legged creature. This weakness being 

most apparent. Frequently, when under observation his 

knees will buckle in a rather amusing fashion, and he 

will give up the attempt of standing at attention, and in 

a resigned mood, sit down, In walking, this weak kneed

ness la not apparent, though they .._re not hard to overtake;· · 

and cannot run through even tall grass,. with the speed 
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of youn~ geese or duokz. 

Long-Tailed Jaeger. 
(Stercornrius Longioauduo) 

These birds were noted all over the tundra aroa, 

and to the coast of.the Bering Sea. They were most 

abundant evel'y place visited~ ·The natives tell of the 

@.reat deatruc.tion to tha ·eggs of. waterfowl by the jaegera, 

and their reputation for this is universal, 

The wr1tor has made mention' ot the destruction by 

jao8ors to eggs before, having secured considerable data 

on the &~ubject in. the. WesternAl'otio of Canada, Also 

the Eskimos of that vicinity told of the tactics of this 

bit•d, or rntht::Jr a group of then1 in o.tto.cldng nesting 

geese and branta 1 and so .harrying' them, that their eggs 

wer•e exposed to fellow jaegers, WhQ immediately devoured 

them, and destroyed the nest completely. Also previously 

it· was noted, and photos made· of a long~tailed Jaeger male 

that devoured h1al' own young. The ~tomaoh ot this bird 

being aecured with the· :young bird in it. 

It 1s seldom t?nat ja.egers are reputed to eat the 

young ot wntel"fowl, the Glaucous gull bc>1ng· so proficient 

in this raspeot that he hogs the wh'ole or the limelight 

for s.uoh tact! as., and the jaeger escapes notice. Howe·var, 

on Julyl2,. a.ftt)r banding- rsevaral.young emperor geese the 

size ot mallarda, one little goose was attacked by a 

128. 

~--------------------------------------------------~----------------

'I 
•, 

.I 
ji 

I' 
I! 
F 

i. 
I 

( 
I 

·I' 
! f, __r. 



• 

• 

! 
I 
I 
I 
1 
j 

1 
j 

i 
j 

·1 

.! 

jaeger•, a-nd would without doubt have been k~.lled, had 

not the writer ouught the little goose and driven the 

lntrud~r away. 

Stomachs of jaegera, some lG in number• secured. in 

the 'Neatern Arctic, showed in the greater part, a. full 

100% ~nimal matter, and this was entirely eggs, and 

fresh hatched young of the LeE;ser Snow geese dnring the 

nesting and hatrching period. As tho writer was unable 

to get into this area at the time of nesting, it is im

possible to determine the extent of jaeger damage. 

However, from indications it would appear quite high. 

In the flrat place, there ia little other animal matter 

for these birds to feed on in this vicinity, and secondly 

ther~ are 1nany more jaegers hore than ware ever obser·ved 

in the Western Arotlo. One je~ger killed 1n Canada be

fore the na$ting aea$on, contained a mouse, but auch 

t'Odents u.re a.xtl .. emely scarce in thll Alaalca area where 

Jaegers moat abound, and.where exoea~ive tidos evidently 

make the mucky land uninhabitable for small burrowing 

creatures. 

It has been noticed·.also that all birds, waterfowl, 

shorebirds, ~a.nd eventhe willow ptarmisan manifest great 

concern at the o.pproach.of a jaeger. In fact, fully 90%. 

of a jaeger'o lifo seems to consist in being pursued by 

some· of the gunrdlan nesting bircb • 
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Olau,coua Gulla, 
(Larua hy;~rboreuu) 

These ·lar·ge be~utif'ui bi:r•ds, are •.vi thout a doubt, 

a serious tactox· in the nestil'lS gro1.1nds of young geea·e 

and ducka, All of the Nat! ves ,· w1 th.out exaeption, 1m~ 

mediately volunteer infor..a'Jation about :what "bad birds" 

the gulls are, When· an interpreter 1tf at hs.nd to dis ... · 

seminate their knowledge, they will GO into graat lengths 

to tall or the depredations that they have witnaased, 

George Sheppard told of instances by the ocore, when 

he observed these large gulls killing young geese. It 

see!nm that· little :geese or all· speoiea at'e taken, and 

none seem to be much m.or·e imnmne from. attack than the 

other. That this gull is greatly:dgspisad because ot 

his killing tactics is witb:out question, as the 11ati vee 

will ahoot·their·moat· cherished ammunition at these 

birds whenever opportunity presents itself. One in• 

stance told of by Sheppard, wus wa.tch1ns a pair ot 

Glaucous sulla wipe out a faL"".ily of Canadian gae·e,h 

One gull engased the parent birds, and made swooping 

attacks' on the both of· them. The otlle1• gull £!-I'abbed 

the scattered young, ·one at a time, Oarrylng a single 

bird·at a time, at considerable height, would .fly acrose 

the river and drop the unhapp]·fledgling upon a sand bar, 

and r·eturn for another. All of the young geese wa:t•e 
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taken, despite ehota at th6 flying gulls with a 22 rifle. 

On July 12, the writer and Fakj.mo, suoeeeded in 

running down ep.d. oa.toh~ ng 14 baby emperor geese at one 

time. Proba.bly four broods .figured in this chase. Im .. 

mediately, glPuoous gull$ appeared~ and conm1enced to 

harry the few remalnS.ng eees~ •. 1\n adult emperor came 

~o the resoue, and took the remaining youngsters jnto 

the ri.ver in a compact bunch. The gulls immediately 

o~t down upon a mud-bar to await developments., All of 

the·young geese were banded, and were almost as large 

as mallard duolcs, When they were released, they were 

turned loose en masse, and then only after a parent goose 

had appeared tQ guard them. Also in releasing the little 

birds~ they were put in a small lake, and the writer ·and 

the Eskimo immediately withdraw, to allow the old goose 

to approach, and to prevent the young, still badly 

frightened, from scatterlns, 

On the same date as mentioned abo.ve, three cackling 

goose youngsters wore drlven ash~re and caught, and 

banded. Immediately, from nowhere in particular, appeared 

two adult glaucous gulls. The young geese had just been 

released !.n the r1 ver, the parents, baing several hundred 

yards away, It was only with great difficulty. that the 

writer could save these young geese, and then it was only 

after one gull had been killed on wing with a 22 rifle by 
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a most· .fortunate shot, that tha other withdl"tnv,. and 

started oombirig the tund1•a tor other viotil.lS, 

That the disturbing. f'actor (man) playa o.n ilil• 

portant part in making theae young tiG-GS(; u.vailablo to 

the e~lls, is without queBtion. Banding birds in some 

places is utterly impractical because tha pl ... edatora will 

catch the youngsters and devour them bei'ora the parent 

bird dares· return to thew. Any disruption, tiUCh aa a boat 

passing along a stream, will oi'ten siva the opportunity 

to the waiting gulls, to swoop down and get the little 

It is also apparent that these birds prey on little 

geese, without the added disrupting in.fluence.of man, 

They are too adept at their killing trade for· this 'busi

ness to be a casual one, '11\,hen opportunity does arrive, 

Also the small broods o.t' yount; bir·ds, in r:mny instances 

but or1o 1 and the birus r.;.oted wi tnout b:ro.JdB at f.t.ll, are 

mute testimony to the :fact tr.tat the pl'\:'.ldatol'a a:re making 

aerioua inroada·~~on tllea. 

i':Pe wr1tor ia not pl'opured to li1Ellce recommen.dations 

at this time, as to tho control method noedod, if one 

should bo lUld.'.u. .. takon. T~1at tho Uuti vea do i'acognize the 

hazard ot tb1u ·bird to watox•i'ow·l and attom~...,t control· of 
. ' II' 

the species··· in·. their own way, 1·~· a.ppare:at, ~nd no doubt 

dfbes ·a bit ot good to the youne; fowl, It 11as dlftioult 
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to secure stomachs ot this bi~d, at the time they should 

have been taken, so nD recommendations can be made at 

this time upon that basis. 

It is to be noted, that geese and ducks always mani

fest great alarm when glaucous gulls come near them and 

their offspring, 

That this bird is very destructive to young waterfowl 

is without question in the writer's opinion. 

On July 17 a ·pair of glaucous gulls were observed 

with one young· about flying age. The young walked ahead 

on tundra and ·the parents squawked about following him. 

About this time the writer caught seven young cackling 

geese and banded them, the gulls were not near. Con

tinuing on. across the tundra, the gulls followed the 

writer for almost an hour. Returning three hours later 

one little banded goose was found killed by· the gulls. 

Both the gulls were shot and the stomachs saved. 

This. little goose that was killed weighed lt pounds 

and little of it was eaten, but left abandoned floating 

"-n. a small stream. The bird was killed by being pecked 

in the back, just ahead of the hlp junction of the leg, 

and a bit to one.slde ot center, This small goose ana 

the gulls skins were saved, the former to show the method 

·used by the.gulls 1n their killing, 

In discussing these glaucous gulls with George Sheppard 

133. 

; '. 

f 

' ; I ; 



• 

• ' ' ~: 

" i 
•i 
•, 

.;,..if,,Mc.Y&ttcodr·Menedrieere¥ wit"mftnd · S: •.. nti: 

·trader at Chevak, the writer inquired what the result 

would be, to pay the Natives of this region a bounty 

on these birds, and what bounty w~uld be adequate, 

Mr.· Sheppard knows these people and has been wit~ . 

them 15 years, and speaks ·their langua13e moat fluently, 

Ue stated that for possibly 25$1 each, and maybe a bit 

lees, that the Natives would almost olean them out of 

this district. 

. While without doubt these birds do p~ey on the 

young of many species of ducks, and in particular geese, 

the writer is not advocating bounty, or other control 

of these birds at this time,. though it is·possible that 

locally in heavy nesting areas, their control might 

result in a great ~norease in the desirable species of 

geese, and at the eame time. in nowise impair the status 

ot the glaucous Gull, These predators, to say the least, 

are moat abundant in this area, and whether by chance or 

not, it is unknown, but they are most numerous where the 

nesting geese are to be found, 

It is believed, that with hunting, the .glaucous gull 

might eventually avoid the better sections of the nesting 

country. It is to be noted, however, that should they 

change to other localities, their pressure there might be 

increased and result in even more disastrous results 

upon other species of waterfowl • 
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·sabine's Gull, 
(Xema sabini) 

These birds were quite abundant from the Ber.ing 

Coast inland, to a distance of probably fifteen miles, 

being more ab~dant near the coast. They were much more 

numerous in Alaska than in the Arctic of Canada where 

they_ have been previously obse~ved by the writer. A 

beautiful bir.d, and apparently harmless so far as de

predations to other birda and eggs. The Sabine 'a gull, 

to the writer, is a typical part of the fauna of Arctic. 

America, 

Glaucous-winged gull. 
(Larua glauoescena) 

Glaucous-winged gulls are quite common in the 

Obeva~ area. Their nests were frequently observed in 

the low country clos~ly adja~ent to the coast. So 

far as the writer was able to observe, these gulls were 

not preying upon o~her bird's young, or their eggs, 

It was noted, however, that shorebirds in particular 

pursued these gulls with the same vigor that they did 

the larger glaucous gi.lll, whenever they came near their 

nests, .Frequently, .too, geese were disturbed by the 

presence of the glaucous-winged gull. However, no ob• 

servat:t.ons were n1ade that would in any way incriminate 

this bird in the nesting grounds • 
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Arctic Tern. 
(Sterna paradisaea) 

· Arctic terns, as in the Canadian l!rctic were found 

quite abundant,. S1.milar to the Sabine's gull, they seem 

a necessary p$rt of any Arctic picture. Very graceful 

of flight, and quick as lightning in swooping to the 

waters to capture a sxnall fish, these birds have always 

been a constant source· of pleasure to the writer, in 

the tar Uorth. 

One Arctic tern was observed this year, catching 

a small ·fish, probably one and one half inches in length, 

and then flying to a height ot about thirty feet above 

the water, dropping 1t, and catching it in the air again 

before it reached the water. Whether this was simply a 

procedure of play, or whether the fish was being mani• 

pulated into a better position tor the swallowing of.it, 

caused some speculation to the writer and his Eskimo 

companion. 

Great Horned Owl. 
(Bubo v1rgin1anus) 

One of these great owls·was heard calling on the 

Tanana River in early June, On June 15, while going 

down the Kashunuk Rivep, a family of three young of 

flying age were seen at Reindeer River oros~ing. Below 

th1tr wooded section no other great horned owls were seen, 
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and never have they been noticed~ beyond the growth 

ot trees. 

Great Gray Owl. 
(Scotiaptex nebulosa) 

A great gr~y owl was collected on th·e Tanana River 

early in June. When the writer arrived at Chevak with 

it, the Eskimos we~e greatly interested in the bird and 

carefully examined it, as they had never seen one before. 

Even at Mountain· Village,- on the Yukon River, where 

trees still abound in some abundance, the Natives were 

eager. to examine this bird, that was strange to them. 

Up tbe Porcupine ~1ver, extending into the Yukon 
"· 

Terri.tory, the ·writer has, in previous years, observed 

a few of these grea·t fluffy owls, 

Ri.chs.rdaon•s Owl. 
(Cryptoglaux funerea richardson!) 

One of these owls was noted at Pilot Station on 

June 131 while the boat, on wbi ell he was travelling 

down the Kashunuk River, was tied up to the bank and 

be'ing loaded w1 th wood. 'l1he Eskimos handling the wood 

said that they often saw these small owls in that 

vicinity. 

Snowy Owl. 
(l;yctea nyetea) 

No Snowy Owli were noted in the Chevak area during 
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the summer of 1941, Pellets of these birds were found 

in a few.tnste.nces on little low knolls throughout the 

tundra area, proving that at times they are fairly 

abundant, The writer in 1939 found these birds preying 

upon young Lesser Snow geese in the Arctic of Canada. 

A visit to this eame area in 1940 m1d at the same time 

of year, did not reveal a aingle owl present. It might 

be noted that the depredations by gulls and jaagers during 

1940 were much more severe than the su.nuner of 1939 when 

the owls were present, Such often leads the writer to 

wonder if there is not, in such remote places, somathing, 

of a atandard·given loss through predators, and when one 

is abund$-nt, others are not. In this Chevak, Alaska 

ar~a this year, gulls and jaegers were very plentiful, 

and aertainly in case of the former, their depredations 

were severe, 

American Magpie. 
(Pica pica hudsonia) 

A· few of these birds are as far north as Nenana, 

Alaska. They were observed by the writer four years 

ago on the Richardson highway between Valdez and Fair• 

banki, A Native of Nenana told th~ writer that several 

magpies had shown up ln. that district. 

That this bird 1s extending its range northward, 

there seems little doubt, 
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American Robin. 

The writer·is undecided as to what subspecies this 

bird bel~ngs;; It was probably the most common land 

bird noted along the Lowar·Yukon River and on the 

Kashunuk,· so long as one was within· the belt of timbered 

oountry, 

Northern Cliff swallow. 
(Petrochelidon albinfrons alblnfrons) 

These bi.rds wer~ noted early in June at Uulato on 

the Yukon River, where they were mentioned by the Priest 

tber·e, as nesting under the eaves of his church, and 

how they were sadly hampering a painting program of 

that edifice, These birds were also noted ~ year ago 

at Fe.irbanks, Alaska, gathering mud in the street (bef'ore 

the street was paved) and flying away, pr•esumably to 

build their nests. 

Violet-Green Swallow. 
(Tachyc1neta thalassina lepida) 

These swallows 'were noted from time to time, in 

general the length of the Yukon River, between Tanana 

and possibly Marshall, Alaska. None were remembered 

as far north as Mountain Village. 
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Bank swallow. 
(R1po.r1a riparia rfparia) 

Bank swallows were observed on the Yukon River, 

and on t~e Kashunuk River, within 50 miles airline of 

the Bering Sea, At Reindeer River, on the Kashunuk, 

a .colony of. these birds were utilizing the. steep bank 

tl1ere •. · While our boat was tied up in this vicinity, 

one swallow attempted to enter the two-inch exhaust 

pipe of the. stopped motor, . Poes1 bly the hole of the 

dusky pipe resembled the birdta dingy dwelling. 

Yellow Warbler. 
(Dandroica aeativ•) · 

severa,l of these bJ.rds were_seon in early June at 

Mountain Village and no doubt are abunde.nt throughout 

that region, 

Rusty Blackbird, 
(Euphagua c~rolinus) 

This bird was noted July 20 ten hliles Northeast 

of Chevak. It was taken and poorly skinned by the 

writer, It appeared to be a juvenile, a male, and was 

the only one noted· for the awnme r. ()n airline, this 

bird was probably not over 14 miles from the Bering Soa 

coast. Tl~ Eek1mo with the writer stated that he had 

seen the bird b~fore, so evidently a few stragglers do 

occur th1e far north, 
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This bird was very wild, and was scratched down 

at some 60 yards, · It appeared to etther be poorly 

feathered, or in a moult, aa the feathers fell out 

badly upon being skinned, While ·many 1ntles of similar 

inland streams· were checked over during the au1muer, no 

other bird even resembling this one was noticed, It 

nlight be stated here, that the small songsters in thie 

low region are only a few, ~nd practically all of them 

are song sparrows, A bird of this size would be readily 

noticed, Possibly farther inland where trees are present 

the Husty Blackbird may be fairly oorun1on, though none 

were noted in the ten day trip down the Kashunuk, or. 

during tho previous ten days on tba Tanana and Yukon 

Rlvers. 

Hocy Redpoll, 
(Aoanthio horne1nanni) 

Two of those little birds were noted on July 26 and 

were believed to be transient ones, as there are no 

trees in the Chevak area m1ere they could nest. The . 

white underparta of these birds wer~ most apparent; 

and they were in nowise as dark as the writer supposed 

that they would be, When noted there vms no gun with 

which to take a spoclmcn, eave ~ 12 guage and large ahot. 

A windstorm had been blo~~ns severely for several days, 

and the redpolls had found a protected place between two 
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mossy hummocks, Out.of the wind, they were ~usy 

eating salmon berries and were ~ame enough that a good 

view could be had of-them. 

Lapland Longspur. 
(Oalearius Lapponious Lapponicus) 

These.oolorful little birds were OQrnmon all over 

the tundra area visited by the writer, F'requently they 

were noted hopping about on the sawdust pile at Chevak, 

In the Canadian /!.ratio tney were most plent,.ful also, 

Like the Arctic Tern, willow ptarmigan, and the glaucous 

gull, they are constant fixtures on any Arctic landscape. 

BIRD WITH YELLOW OVER EYE 

(Skin to be identified) This bird, evidently a 

song sparrow, was commonly observed in the territory 

surrounding Chevak. Particularly along small winding 

streams, where tide action was most evident, in the· 

heavy fringe of grasses and sedges along such stream 

margins, these birds were most abundant. From the tall 

flicking action in flying, it was supposed that they 

were song sparrows, though the yellow ·marking 9ver the 

eye, and the small size might also identify them as 

warblers, However, no picture of this. bird could be 

found in the books that the writer had with him, 

A skin was saved of 'one of these birds for identi-
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fioation. Again, as in case of the rusty blackbird, 

the featl1era fell out badly, or w~:n•e .not present to 

begin with, much of the breast and neck being entirely 

bare., roaslbly this may be one or tha most common of' 

Arr;erioan birds in the Alnaka. north, but in order to be 

sure that nothing was overlooked a speolmen was tal~en. 

ANOTHf.~R BIRD, 

Thia small bird was noted in less abundance thap. 

the above mentioned,. ·At first :t t was. supi.10sed by the 

wrtter that the above wera juvenile, and this an adult 

of the sarne specles, However, after collecting one, 

it was decided that it probably was a different species. 

A skin, minus 1nany feathers, as uaual, was saved and 

should prove.the identity of this bird. 

The habitat was almost identical with the above 

mentioned song bird, In both instances, that is, with 

both of these birds, it was impossible to tell in the 

field any difference between them as to sex. They would 

not stay still long enough :ror one to hava a loolr. 

Usually th~y flushed from tha tall ~:r·aes and again alie,hted 

in tt.lfl smne wl:1ere they could not be seen. Both birds 

~ere lt1lled on the.wing with a small shotgun after a 

uiaa on euch of thom, Their erratic flight, juot above 

the grass, thout;h not swift, makes them a most difficult 

target, 
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Without doubt both above mentioned species, (or 

the one bird if the same) are sununer nesters of thi"' 

vicinity and were noted during the entire stay in the 

Chevak area, Much of the country where they were ob• 

served is entirely without trees of any sort, or shrubs 

ot aver a foot in height, so evidently they are ground 

nesters. 

, .... •'""'* m"bb ·= 

No doubt there are n~ny more species of birds com

mon to the Chevak, Hoopel" Bey area than those previously 

described. Another year will probably increase the list, 

However, it is to be noted that once the limit of trees 

has been passed, small song birds are decidedly few as to 

species and number, 

Along the wooded Yukon River, and other Alaska 

streams within the timbered zone, there are many birds, 

In getting into this district a month late, the writer 

made a hasty trip down the Yvkon and Tanana Rivera, and 

only two or three stops were made where one could get 

ashore and observe any of the flora or fauna. 

It is not, the desire to give the reader of this 

report the erroneous idea that because much of Alaska' 

is north of the Arctic Circle, that bird life there i' 

not abundant, Rather the ,reverse of this is true, The 

summers are warm in interior Alaska. Berries, insects 

and other food are most profuse, and there is little to 
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distur,b these feathered creatures. Everywhere water 

ia abundant. Really it is an ideal place for birds 

to rear their young, 

Conclusion, 

It is not the intent of the writer to review the 

whole of this report and pick out the high lights, or 

part& that he deems most important and repeat them. 

Rather an adequate index has ba~n provided in the front 

part and by sc~nning this, anything of interest may be 

quickly looked up. 

If thia aratls visited again much need not be 

repeated, that was thought necessary to mention in 

this report. It should be remembered and s~ressed 

that this is a large and a moat important area, parti• 

cularly to the Pacific Coast States so tar as waterfowl 

is concerned, This report merely scratches the surface 

of one i5olated d~strict, though it is thought a region 

of great area might be typical of the Hooper B-.y 1 . Chevak 

area, 
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for their advise. Game Management Agents Clar.ence 

Rhodes, S~ White, and Collins, also added any help 

and suggestions that they deemed important, and such 

was found to be rnost accurate~ 

Without the help of Cal Townsend; formerly of the 

Bureau of Fisheries, and Mrs. Townsend, it is question

able whether the writer would have reached the Chevak 

area before the middle of the sun1100r. 

To George Sheppard, trader at Chevak, the writer 

is most grateful, Mr. Sheppard not only turned over 

his trading post to the writer as headquarters, but 

loaned him his boat, transported him and his freight 

for a most nominal sum into the flats, and acted as 

interpreter on countless occasions, Sheppard's knowledge 

of the country, the Eskimos, and the wild life was great, 
' 

and his help was cheerfully given at all times, In Addi· 

tlon, Sheppard put in many hours on his amateur radio 

set to assist the writer in making contacts with planes, 

supplies &"ld mail,. 

l;rather Fox, Prie(l!tat Hooper Bay,- also was of great 

assistanoe in helping to contaot the Eskimos, and on·one 

occasion furnished transportat:lon to the writer over a 

considerable distanoe. 111& observations were most ac ... 

curate and helpful• 

To Mr., and Mrs, Thomas SohultzJ school te(ichers a~ 
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Hooper Hay,_: thll!lks ara also extended, For several 

day$ they provided the writer with living quarters 

and food while he was waiting at ·that village for a 

plane to pick him up, 

To Charlie Peterson,. mail carrier between ·Mountain 

Village and ·uooper Bay, the wrlter also extends hie 

thanks.. Peterson also acted as interpreter and was 
·-

very valuable as a go-betw~en in contacting the Eskimos •. 

Return Trip, 

Return was bosun from Hooper Bay August 12. The 

writer had to wait a weelc beyond the apr)ointed date for 

the Star Airways to pick hi1n up. The reason for this 

being severe weather, When the flight was at last made,· 

it was done at about 150 feat altitude iri an old plane 

that was sptlling.abQut 10 gallans of gasoline per hour 

down through the motor o~ account of a bad gasoline 

line. The low flying was done in order to be .able to 

make a quick landing, shoulq the thins catcl\ fir~~ 

Bethel was r·eached the first night.. The. plane could 

not be repaired th~re, so the following day the writer 

flew in it tQ McGrath, Here 1 t was found that all boats 

sailing from seward were booked to capoctty, so on 

Ausust 14 fll&ht waa. made into Fairba.nlcs w1 th the Jim · 

Podson lines in a plane that was somewh$t airworthy, 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 

All plan$ bookings out of Fairbank~ v.rere filled, 

but with the aid of Sam \)lhi ta 1 t was possible to crowd 

into a plane for Ju~eau, providins that no baggage was 

carried, Juneau was·. rea,ched the night of August l~h 

At Juneau it waa fotmd that all transportation on 

boats and planes out of there had been reaer•ved for 

several weeks ahead of time" In the early morning, at . 

2 a.m. the writer took steerage passage on a Canadian 

Llna for Prince Rupert, E.C. 

li'rom Prince Rupert a train was taken via Edmonton 

and Winnipeg, and the writer's official Station was 

reached on August 22 • 
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