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The proﬁueﬁﬂ.on t:af mmkrats mex*its & Mgh prim‘ity :’m the mgemnt
of the Stillwater Vlldlife Arsn., There is a definite oblipation to

 produce rovenus for the Truckee-Corson Irydgation District from the
~ barvest of surplus furbearing aninals,  In accordance with the terms
~of the thves-way agreement "the Servlce and the Commission agres to

make erary effert, commensurate with the primavy cbjeetives, 4o improve

. ‘the area for fur prodmti&n ewreive  The Tenoval of all surplus fure
‘beargrs shall be accomplished under a share-teapping propram which tha

Service agrees to administer. Under such a program, which shall provide

" for a reassonable division of the fuvs or the praaée&a therefrom betwsen
~ the Dlatrict and the trappers io accordance with local practices, the

Sexrvice shall lgsue all necesaary trapping permits, giving pricmity to
qualified local residents; dispodge of the L. ptrict'a shave of the furs;
renaiva on behalf of the Dﬁ.striat, the revenues therafmm,..."“.n ”

Tha only fwbearer which oecurs at the present time in harvestabla
mumbers is the maskrat, Therefors, the ‘terns furbearer and muskrat
wst be conaiiiaz*ed aymnymua. - _ A

| ‘I‘he annosl, harvest of muslwats ghall be accomnahe& on a ahare—=

 trapping basis, Local men who are qualified will by employed wder

special wse permit to do the trapping. Bech trapper will be essigmed
s definite territory or unit of marsh and & guota of muskrats 1imited
to the pumber of animals whieh are considerad surplus on that wndt., .
At perdodic icberyals during the trapping season, the fur will be
divided between the Covernment and the tropper with each party receive
ing o falr and proportionate share. Following the frr division, the
share received by the CGoverrment on behelf of the District shall be
shipped to the desipnated fsmtim compw yhere it will be dlqposea.

- of gtpublia aale.

The S'b:lllwaterr mrsh shall be divided into § ‘!;rawping mits (gee

sttached map), The muit boundaries follow natural, or structursl,

division lines, so are not equal in ares, however, sach ineludes -

- mufficdent acreapge to provide adequate tra gp’m‘, g for one tndividual

when the marsh besomes fully produstive, During perdods of low pop~

ulation 1t will be necessary to combine some of these wuits, In fact

the need for sombining units will frequently evise., Our wabter manape-
mant plan, which calls for the periodic drying of marsh pools in order

%o tacili'bate the control of wundesirable plaxrt:a and fish, m.u ab *himes
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- not an economic unit, The marsh consists of approximately 950 apres,
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© Linth the preductivity of certein trepping territorfes, Also, wotdl
 much bime as our marsh development program is complete, prelods of
- yater shortage will prohiblt maximmm mugkret production in the shallow.

The neééséi*ﬁffﬁr cémﬁining.tra?pﬁ.miﬁts vequires a cerbain

. flexibility 4n the uadt system, bub 1t dees not sliminate the neod
for having such established terrltoriss. Having a series of wnits
- with well established bourdnrles will el'minate a possibflity of
. future confusion. It is much 2asier t6 combins or eliminate tempora-

rily, definite units than it is Yo create new units which may involve

- veappovtioning of the entive marsh area.

Tie should qualdfy the sbove stebements by saying thet 1t may bee

| come advisable, in the fubure, %o relocnte soms of the widt boundaries,
- - We lack s background, of . experisnce on the Stillwater marsh and, there-
- fore, may vot be entively aceurate da our estimation of the pobential

produstivity of vertain onite.,

< This ualt Angludes the Stillwster Polnt Reservodw
north to "% Dike. At the present time this 4s

primarily cattall growth, It fs all new mewah land vhich has meb
resched the stage of maturity vequiréd for heavy productivity, The

Reservoir, ton, bag a widely fluctusting water level which 18 not s -
~desirable factor, On the other band, development plans eall for the
£looding of ‘new arens along Foxtall which will add appreclably to the
- margh acreage. This unit 45 pobertially capable of producing sufficient

mislerats bo provide trapping for one mn, R
o, 2, The Nubgrass Unﬁ‘u This Yarritory includes

approximately 1,900 teres of alkali bulrush and cabbail, It 45 460

lsrge for one trapper, sspeclally sinds, under proper manapement,

- vhich will include pernanent water and high water levels dueing the
winter, it should become cur most productive massh. It can prot ok

‘be handled, thoush, by one tropper and assistant, The area has

| definite structwral or naburel bowndaries 26 & vholo bub lacks physicsl
- features or natural division lings which could be used to subdivide
- At dnto smeller wndbe, - 0 . o . L

Unit 2 1s bounded on the north by the Nubgrass Dike, on the west

gast by the mainland.

oins Tadt Noo 9. The emallest of the territories in terms of cn
L growth which covers some 550 actes, Marsh Increment is Yo

Iy Swan Lake and Pintail Bay Dikes, on the south by ¥Dh Dike and on the

&

et

emergent : Mars}
be expectsd, however, following the impoundment of Pimtail Bay. This =

. territory conaists of the Pintail Bay and Swan Lake development aress,

- The unit is bounded by Swan Lake and Pintall Bay Dikes on
the enst, by the CR Dike on the south, the ¥illow lake Dikes on the

| Wesh and the mafnland on the north.
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- Dpappine Uals Ho. 4 Thia*bmimincludes themmhwitacf
' Leacl Iake »emd T&ﬂ.ﬁ Iaka It cortains about BOO acres of plant

. growth, mostly cattatl, Desp mater, (ap b0 47), which is chevacters
oo dstle of much of this area az well as trap Smgunﬁ S,pmv&daaa L
. margin of safety for the muskvats during hard winter frecoes and

tends to provent the population fluctustions that appear 'ta ’ha
typical in athw,, shmmer, part.s of the msh. .

o The unds ishomﬁad on the southwtha Canva:s'fmk mm L‘.J,ub, S
. m'bhaeaﬁt‘by‘tha sadnlan ,anﬁmthamﬁhan&m*‘bbytﬁacamg _

' : ‘ e 8, '.I'he Miilen Channel « Willow lake Ayesy
' uimﬂaz* to Un.ﬁ: ly in possessing deep water marsh and belng higmy
- productive of mmkrats. The tervitory conbaing 1,300 acres of
- emergent prowth. It 4s bcsmﬂa& on the weat and north by the madne
~land, on the east by the Willow Iake ami C:R Dikea, and on the muth
by the Ganvas’back Cluh, S

, sh_As fﬁw No tra;pping will ‘ba poasibla on ths Inﬁm Iakea

'cr Peliean Ialand while they remain iv their present conddtion.,

Both areag are heavily overprazed, snd Pelican Ysland does nobt have
parmanent water gupply, An smendment o this plan will be ‘prepawea -

,ﬁ and whan mxxsmmﬁ productim in theaa areaa iwmaaa. ,

- The trapping %erritbmea ara intmﬁe@ 'ba be o&w-man mﬂ:bs madw
- pormal conditions. Ve may encounter periods of extremely high o
‘population density, though, which will require greater trapping
presswre, Such.an exipency can Ve met. by permitting the trappers

- to use spsistants. An sssistant or trapper helper will bo amplaya&

by the trapper and need not requive a aepamte tropping pormdt, .
however, ha mist be a person moeeptable to the Refuge Mannper. FNo

. more *bha.n one helper my be emplnye& by s.xw tmpper perrd.ttea.

~ The aubiea taf & helper mili Ee m:m:m ‘He vill assig'b in the
 Bkinning and handling of the fury he may also be permitbed o do =
some trapping, particularly in cutlying aress of marsh which are
not easily reached by the main trapline. Tn the event of u populs
irruption, when control metsures ave imperative, the sssistawt may
, have to asoune the wnoffielal s’baws of a *traplmlg partnee, .

: Swara.l ariterﬁa Wil be ussd in selecting from the :List of
. ‘trepper applicants, ’I‘hasa inelndes = , _ ‘

-L ‘Previma tira ping wcpemieme. :
2. Residence, wi‘th highest pricri%y gcin{r o those J.iving
- neseyest the marsh. .
" 3¢ Possespion of the necessary equipmexrt incloding an
' aubomobile and boat, or sbhility to ge’b thia equlpment.
4w - Hofovences of personsl character,
5. Type of job held by applicant. Y!e i‘eel that saascnal war!mra
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: shauld be wployad *ﬁhen avaﬂahla in pmeferemae i‘.a men S
| buldi’ng parmanm ;}ﬁba. - o
| dng Foipment

:emause nt the &s.atanae 'between the ma;rsh and resiaetxbﬁal

' gress & cay, or - aism ba an sesential pert of the trapperts

equipmant Hamt o furnish a bost, trapping squipment, ard ail

prwisions and auppliea nesdad in canduct:ing the trepping eperations.

i mlbepmmumthampparto establish a camp st
a designated plece in the wawsh, Any camp must be of a tempovrary .
natwre sl must be complately removed from the Stillwater TALAIIfe
Hanagement Aree und the camp site satisfactorily cleansd up witlmz
two weeks zzollamng the elose of the traypﬁ.ng seascn, :

Tandline ‘i:hew{ 2

_ ‘I‘ha trappar or his mssistant will ba requireﬁ to skin the mkrata o
and flesh, stretch ard dry the pelts in acsordsnce with approved '

' ;:a:ac’siaea- Until sueh time a3 we have adequate facilities for

pare of the furs, the tmppmf will also have to be raammibla foz@

‘gtorare, If the $ra deives to and from the Stillwater

Ares sach day, he shall be reguired to stop at the Service Bu

at the end of . aachtmp&qinardw%ohavem catehchecked’ﬁy

refuge persomnel, If tho tyapper camps on the Uoragement Ares, his
catch must be checked on thode vocasions when he leaves the Aram :
Otherwise, it will be impectzad at ixﬂafinita in-hm'nls in the xiam

o and ot divisien tive,

Rach trapper miil ba reqxﬁ.rad to mka a daily mpm of hia

muokrat toke,

The fur will ’b{a divided on & 50:50 basls with tha trapuer
recelving balf and the Govertment half, Divisions of cured pelts

© wWill be m&e onos A week Quring the trapping perioa

The fur shall be divided on & quality bests vsing ab least

thvee grades, Y6 will be permissible for the trapper parmittes to
 grade the fur, but in this wem the Gomnmn‘b will aelact 4ts
vaham of 'bhe ;E‘ur . .

There é.s 7o known market for muskrat carcasses in ‘bhé mini%y
of Fallon, therefare, the trapper will be raqu’imd to bmy all :

SaTcABHaE .
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- Heense tub alse the £10.00 special mukrat license,
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The State of Nevada hag set the peried of Noverber 1 to March

15 ns the trapping season, Vithin this framework, however, ths
County Game Managemert Boards aro empowered to pet such Timftetions

‘an seen desirable. At present the full period 45 open in Churchill

Cotmty, and, becsuse of the everpresent factor of mskeat damape

4o Arvieation structures, it Beems doubtful thet any deersase inm
- length is to be expected, | | ,

Ve do not faver using the entive perdod of the open season

 unless, or untdl, an oversbimdanse of muslrats requives extended.
trapping, November 1 is a little early to start trapping for many
of the nuskrats caught gt this time will be small or wnprime, March

15 18 too late, except during mwlonged winters, for by this time

_ breeding w1l have started,

There 45 some argument for s long season since freczing of the
march will eurtall or prevent trapping. The ice hers is uwsually

- too thick to permit the use of a boab ut not thick enough, exeept

for Trlef perleds, to pexmit Yravel on foot, The averace period
when Ice can be expected to glve trouble in the marsh 18 November

26 to Pebruary 13.

Until such time as owr muskesat population does roquire heavy
trapping, we feel that a season extending from Noverber 15 te -

- Felwuary 28 will be adequate and satisfactory.

The harvest of furs on the Stillwater U41d14fe Management Aves
will be adninistered in seeordonce with all Stote laws and repula-

Each trapper must posgess not only the $1.00 genaral tmypiﬁg

There geems to be 1ittle State regulation of trapping practice,
‘though the Fish and Gone Code does state that ¥4t shall be unlawful
snersne B0 8L any tlme molest or destroy, or atbtenpt to molest or
destroy, any muskrat nest.® This is inberpreted to mean that
trapping in mwlrat houses and in bank dens s prohibited.

fh'appiﬁg qmtau shall "be based kpbh infornation ,e‘acﬁxfed duz'ihg

T oa pre-geason muskrat tensus, Both the State and the Service will

cooperate In this eenswa. Hers, also, the three-wsy apreemont

‘states that "the Service and the Comdssion will annually sondust

a Jolrt survey of the muskrat population which will be the basis
for a joint determination of the mmber of such furbearérs to be
trapped during sach geason.® B SRR o
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In gemml, the harvasﬁable qmta aﬁall iml:xia an:ly thaae

- mskrats which are surplus to the breeding stock mquired to maiﬁ~ -

7 to other marsh arees. It may bo necessary, slso, to overtrap losal R
- areas in order to mixximize damaga tn dikas, stmmtwes, ebae S

“be lost. When unlts sre gehe

tain » populstion comensurate with the csrrying capacity of the

‘marsh, This may be altered wnder gertain sonditions, Inthe,avmﬁ

pf digesse, trapping should be hesvy enough to thin out the

 tiom in mn sffort. to vetaid the opread of the Infection and alse

o get as moeh revepue as possibla from apimels which will otherwise
duled for dewatering as mary animals |
p& posgible should be vemoved exceph slong the pariphery adjac.,m

 Thomss G, Horn
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