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I. Management Objectives of Chautauqua National Wildlife 
Refuge 

The highest priority management objectives for 
Chautauqua are as follows: 

-Protect and enhance refuge habitat to maintain or 
increase use by endangered or threatened species. 

-Provide optimum conditions for mallards during the 
fall and spring migration to achieve maximum 
production for birds returning to the breeding 
grounds. 

-Provide optimum conditions for migrating Canada geese 
consistent with distribution objectives established for 
for Mississippi Valley Population in the Flyway 
Management Plan. 

-Increase wood duck production. 

II. Objectives of Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge 
Search and Rescue Plan 

A. To carry out or assist in search and rescue 
(SAR) on Chautauqua NWR and satellite refuges 
and provide assistance off Service lands to 
the extent practicable, when requested by 
lead agency. 

B. To maintain necessary assistance, training, 
and information related to SAR. 

III. Authority, Jurisdiction, Legal Commitment, and Scope 

A. Authority - National Search and Rescue Plan -
1969, as amended by DOI 1978; Environmental 
Education Act of 1975; National Wildlife 
Refuge System, Administrative Act as amended; 
Fish and Wildlife Recreation Act. 

B. Jurisdiction - An extensive effort is 
currently underway to determine the exact 
jurisdiction of all lands in the Refuge System. 

In a report released in 1962, Chautauqua NWR 
was listed as having Exclusive Jurisdiction 
on 4,444 acres of its land; that which was 
purchased before 1941. Another 42 acres 
were added later, and it is under Proprietary 
Jurisdiction. 



It appears that all the lands donated at the 
Cameron-Billsbach Unit and at Meredosia 
Refuge are under Proprietary Jurisdiction. 

c. Legal Commitment - While there is no legal 
obligation for the Service to carry out any 
SAR mission on refuge lands, it is Service 
policy that SAR capability will be 
maintained. 

D. Scope - The SAR program covers 4,488 acres at 
Chautauqua NWR, 1,706 acres at the Cameron­
Billsbach Unit 64 miles upstream, and 1,850 
acres at Meredosia NWR 54 miles downstream. 
Details of cover types, management 
objectives, terrain, location, etc., are 
covered in the Station Management Plan. 

Additional maps, including plat, topographical, and 
historical are located at the Chautauqua NWR 
headquarters in a map filing cabinet under the 
information counter. In the same cabinet, there are 
aerial photographs of various scales for all 
refuge lands. 

The maps of the Cameron-Billsbach Unit and Meredosia 
NWR in Exhibit 2 are not current, but are the best 
available at the present time. When new maps are 
developed, they will be substituted in this plan. 

Although our lands are spread out as they 
are, search and rescue is likely to be 
minimized compared to other larger and more 
remote stations. 

-All road access points either have locked 
gates or are restricted. 

-The station and satellites are relatively 
small in size. 

-The large lake facilitates quick access to 
all points of the refuge and offers a large 
field of view. 

Naturally, the potential for boating 
accidents is our primary concern and has been 
dealt with in the past. Unsafe watercraft, 
disregard for regulations, or unpreparedness 
for foul weather can quickly end in tragedy. 
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In the event of a report of a missing party, 
the refuge maintains two jonboats with outboard 
motors. If more are needed, the State of Illinois can 
furnish them and assist in a search. 

In the case of drownings, refuge personnel 
have been trained in the use of a drag bar to 
search for submerged bodies. The Havana 
Fire Department also has a boat and trained 
personnel for this purpose, should assistance 
be necessary. 

IV. Preventive Search and Rescue (PSAR) 

PSAR activities focus on keeping staff current in SAR 
awareness and training, maintaining a good working 
relationship with appropriate authorities, and 
maintaining station SAR capability. 

Refuge visitors will be notified of potential hazards 
through the use of signs and leaflets. Barriers and 
signs will be placed at locations where hazards exist 
such as water control structures and pump sites. 

The sheriff makes periodic rounds to the office at 
night for security checks. 

V. Search and Rescue Capability and Commitment 

The refuge manager will commit all necessary and 
available staff and equipment needed to complete SAR 
actions as quickly as possible. The primary concern 
and responsibility will be for the protection of human 
life and "may include search for and rescue of lost 
persons, evacuation of injured or ill persons, control 
of personnel relative to protection of habitat during 
all SAR missions, and SAR operations resulting from 
criminal acts". (8 RM 15.8D) 

The station SAR capability centers around the skills 
and experience of four staff members. Areas of 
particular concern to SAR operations include: 

-Ability to command and control SAR operations. 

-A good knowledge of the terrain, road networks, access 
points. 

-Capability to operate key station equipment such as 
land and water crafts, radio equipment, and emergency 
medical equipment. 
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--Capable of night and foul weather navigation on land 
and waters of the refuge. 

-A familiarity with extreme and foul weather conditions 
in the area. 

-CPR and First Aid training. 

-Media contacts experience. 

These skills are incorporated as specific duties and 
responsibilities of individual employees under Section VII. 
of this plan. 

Cooperative SAR Activities 

A written Mutual Aid agreement has been agreed upon and 
signed by the Regional Director on behalf of the 
Service, and by the Emergency Services District Agency 
director on behalf of the involved. counties. It covers 
waters of the Illinois River within the county. See 
Exhibit 4. 

VII. Duties and Responsibilities 

Notification 

If anyone on the Refuge staff is contacted concerning a 
possible Search and Rescue situation, all other Refuge 
staff should be contacted. The refuge manager (or 
acting) will assume responsibility on actions to be 
taken, staff needed, and coordination needed from 
cooperating agencies. As quickly as possible, a 
decision as to the course of action will be made by the 
refuge manager based on the information available. 

Responsibilities - Duties of staff during Search and 
Rescue operat1ons. 

Refuge Manager 

-Staff call-up 
-Requests for coordination from cooperators 
-Overall operation 
-Official communication with the news media 
-Complete NASAR Mission Report form (Exhibit 3) 
-Other paperwork 
-Application of CPR and First Aid 
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Assistant Refuge Manager 

-Serve as Acting-in-Charge as required 
-Assistance in above 
-Direct supervision of field operations 
-Operation of watercraft, ground search 
-Application of CPR and First Aid 

Maintenance Worker 

-Field search 
-Equipment operations 
-Operation of watercraft, ground search 
-Application of CPR and First Aid 

Refuge Assistant 

-Radio operation at headquarters 
-Administrative support; i.e., supplies, telephone, meals, 
etc. 



1\ppendix A 

Chautauqua NWR 

Cooperating Agencies 

Havana Police Department ........................... 543-3321 
Mason County Sheriff ............................... 543-2231 
Illinois State Police ............................ 1-217-782-2377 
Illinois Department of Conservation 

Law Enforcement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 543-3938 
Havana Field Headquarters ........................ 543-3316 

State Conservation Officers 
District 10 ..... Sergeant John Hendricks ......... 1-217-243-4959 

Radio F4-4 
Mason County .... William Pickett ... Havana.......... 543-6960 

Radio F-419 
Fulton County •.. Larry Griffin ..... Canton.......... 1-647-8716 

Radio F-117 

Emergency Numbers 

Fire Departments 

Ridge Lake 

Havana Rural . ..................................... . 

Havana City 

Sand Ridge 

Ambulance 

State Forest .......................... . 

535-2340 

543-2211 

543-3344 

1-597-2212 

Mason County. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 543-6614 

Forman Ambulance................................... 1-968-6100 

Personnel and Emergency Call List (in respective order) 

Office Hours 8:00A.M.- 4:30P.M ................... . 
Glen Miller, Refuge Manager ......................... . 
Kevin Sittauer, Assistant Refuge Manager ............ . 
Bill Watts, Maintenance Worker ...................... . 
Alice Clanin, Refuge Assistant ...................... . 

535-2290 
1-968-7391 

543-6515 
543-2412 

1-329-2018 



Cameron-Billsbach Unit 

Cooperating Agencies 

Lacon Police Department ........................... . 
Henry Police Department .....•...................... 
Marshall County Sheriff .......••.....••••...•.•.•.. 
Illinois State Police .....•............•.•......... 

State Conservation Officers 

Appendix B 

1-364-2351 
1-246-2325 
1-246-2115 
1-676-2116 

District 10 ......... Sergeant John Hendricks ........ l-:.2l1-243-4959 
Radio F4-4 

Marshall County ... Jim Byron ..... Henry.......... 1-364-3791 
Radio F-132 

District 7 .......... seargent Walter Litwiller .... 1-815-625-0086 
Radio ·F-16 

Putnam County ...... Greg Ritter ... Grandvi1le ..... 1-815-339-2693 

Emergency Numbers 

Fire Departments 

Henry . ......................................... · · 

Spar land . ....................................... . 

Lacon . .......................................... . 

Ambulance 

Lacon (Police) ................................... . 

Henry (Police) .................................. . 

Radio F-131 

1-364-2341 

1-246-4325 

1-246-4325 

1-246-2325 

1-246-2351 

Personnel and Emergency Call List (in respective order)· 

Glen Miller, Refuge Manager ··~··················· 
Kevin Sittauer, Assistant Refuge Manager ..•......•. 
Bill Watts, Maintenance Worker .................... . 
Alice Clanin, Refuge Assistant .................... . 

1-968-7391 
543-6515 
543-2412 

1-329-2018 



Carneron-Billsbach Unit 

Cooperating Agencies 

Lacon Police Department ....•.•...•.•..•...•........ 
Henry Police Department ..................•......... 
Marshall County Sheriff ....•.•.•................... 
Illinois State Police ..••........•••.•.••.......•.. 

State Conservation Officers 

Appendix B 

1-364-2351 
1-246-2325 
1-246-2115 
1-676-2116 

District 10 ...•••..• Sergeant John Hendricks •..•.... l-.2l1-243-4959 
Radio F4-4 

Marshall County •.. Jim Byron ..•.. Henry.......... 1-364-3791 
Radio F-132 

District 7 ......•... Seargent Walter Litwiller •... 1-815-625-0086 
Radio · F-16 

Putnam County .•••.. Greg Ritter ... Grandvi1le .•..• 1-815-339-2693 

Emergency Numbers 

Fire Departments 

Henry . .......................................... . 

Spar land . ....................................... . 

Lacon . .............•............................• 

Ambulance 

Lacon (Police) .................................. . 

Henry (Police) ................................... . 

Radio F-131 

1-364-2341 

1-246-4325 

1-246-4325 

1-246-2325 

1-246-2351 

Personnel and Emergency Call List (in respective order)· 

Glen Miller, Refuge Manager ••••••..•..•........•. 
Kevin Sittauer, Assistant Refuge Manager ..•.•..•.•• 
Bill Watts, Maintenance Worker ..................•.. 
Alice Clanin, Refuge Assistant .................... . 

1-968-7391 
543-6515 
543-2412 

1-329-2018 



Cameron-Billsbach Unit 

Cooperating Agencies 

Lacon Police Department ...•..•..•......•.•......... 
Henry Police Department ..................•.•....... 
Marshall County Sheriff .•..•.•.......•.......•..... 
Illinois State Police •.•...•.•..•...•....•.......•• 

State Conservation Officers 

1-.ppendix B 

1-364-2351 
1-246-2325 
1-246-2115 
1-676-2116 

District 10 .•...•... Sergeant John Hendricks .•.•...• 1 .... 211-243-4959 
Radio F4-4 

Marshall County ..• Jim Byron •...• Henry.......... 1-364-3791 
Radio F-132 

District 7 .•.••..... seargent Walter Litwiller .•.. 1-815-625-0086 
Radio F-16 

Putnam County ....•. Greg Ritter ..• Grandville .•.•. 1-815-339-2693 

Emergency Numbers 

Fire Departments 

Henry . ... · .............•.........................• 

Spar land . ....................................... . 

Lacon . .......................................... . 

Ambulance 

Lacon (Police) .................................. . 

Henry (Police) .................................. . 

Radio F-131 

1-364-2341 

1-246-4325 

1-246-4·325 

1-246-2325 

1-246-2351 

Personnel and Emergency Call List (in respective order}· 

Glen Miller, Refuge Manager •••....•.....••...•.•. 
Kevin Sittauer, Assistant Refuge Manager .....•.•••. 
Bill Watts, Maintenance Worker .•................... 
Alice Clanin, Refuge Assistant .................... . 

1-968-7391 
543-6515 
543-2412 

1-329-2018 



Meredosia NWR 

Cooperating Agencies 

Meredosia Police Department ..•.............•.... 
Beardstown Police Department •••••••••••.••.••... 
Cass County Sheriff ••.•••••••••.•...••....•.••.. 
Morgan County Sheriff ...•......•.....•.........• 
Illinois State Police .•••..•...........•........ 

State Conservation Officers 
John Hendricks •.••• Sergeant, District 10 .•...• 

Cass County •. Blaine Eickelschulte ••• Virginia .. 

Morgan County ....•• Jeff McCourtney .... Chapin .. 

Emergency Numbers 

Fire Departments 

Meredosia . .................................. . 

Beardstown . ................................... . 

1\mbulance 

Merdosia Rescue Squad ..••.••..•..•....•.•...• 

Beardstown . ................................. . 

Appendix c 

1-217-584-1351 
1-217-323-3131 
1-217-452-7718 
1-217-245-6103 
1-217-782-2377 

1-217-243-4959 
Radio F-4 
1-217-452-3718 
Radio F-416 
1-217-472-6401 
Radio F-415 

1-217-584-1831 

1-217-323-3121 

1-217-584-1341 

1-217-323-3121 

Personnel and Emergency Call List (in respective order) 

Glen Miller, Refuge Manager •.•..•••....••...•.. 
Kevin Sittauer, Assistant Refuge Manager ••..•.. 
Bill Watts, Maintenance Worker .......•......... 
Alice Clanin, Refuge Assistant .••••......•..•.. 

1-968-7391 
543-6515 
543-2412 

1-329-2018 



Watercraft 

Government Equipment .Available 
for 

Search and Rescue .Activities 

.Appendix D 

- 16' Jon boat (51" base) with Coast Guard bow and 25 
h.p. outboard motor 

- 16' Jon boat (51" base) with 15 h.p. outboard motor 

Fire 

- 200 gallon pumper, with 75' Of 1 1/2" hose, mounted on 
a trailer with 1 7/8" trailer hitch 

Vehicles 

-4x4 Jeep pickup with trailer hitch 
-4x4 Dodge Ramcharger 
-2x4 Dodge Dakota pickup with trailer hitch 
-4 door Plymouth sedan station wagon 
-65 h.p. farm tractor with front-end loader and backblade 
-86 h.p. farm tractor (at Meredosia N.W.R.) 

Radios (refuge frequency only) 

-1 base 
-4 mobile 
-1 portable 

Dragging 

- A 5' drag bar is here on loan from the Illinois 
Department of Conservation. 



..... , .. . 

Training 

CPR 

First Aid 

Watercraft 
Safety 

Appendix E 

Training Needs and Accomplishments 

ComEleted 
Position Yes No 

Manager X 
Asst. Manager X 
Maintenance Worker X 

Manager X 
Asst. Manager X 
Maintenance Worker X 

Manager X 
Asst. Manager X 
Maintenance Worker X 



SEARCH AND RESCUE 

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 

The undersigned, being Havana City Fire Department, Mason County 
Sheriff's Department, and Mason County Emergency Services­
Disaster Agency (ESDA) and Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR), by and through their duly authorized officers, do hereby 
mutually agree: 

1. That, in the event of emergency or disaster, any 
of the parties to this agreement may be in need of 
equipment and manpower in excess of their current 
resources. 

2. · That, in the event of such emergency or disaster, 
aid from one or more of the other parties to this 
agreement would be of great value and assistance 
to the parties so stricken. 

3. That each of the parties hereto recognize that 
such emergency is likely to arise and wish to 
provide a system of mutual aid and assistance in 
meeting such a situation. 

4. Therefore, it is mutually agreed between the 
parties hereto by their respective officers that 
any party hereto will, upon call, furnish to any 
other party all available equipment and personnel 
at the site of the disaster, under the following 
conditions: 

A. The geographical limitations of this 
agreement are the waters of the Illinois 
River, its tributaries and backwaters 
within the County of Mason, State of 
Illinois. 

B. The party experiencing such an emergency in 
its territory shall request such aid and 
assistance by a call to the Fire Chief of 
Havana City Fire Department, Sheriff of Mason 
County, Coordinator of Mason County ESDA, or 
Manager of Chautauqua NWR. Such request for 
aid and assistance shall be made by Fire 
Chief, Sheriff, ESDA Coordinator, or Refuge 
Manager or by any Trustee or property Officer 
of any of the parties hereto. 

c. Any party hereto in its discretion shall 
have an absolute right to refuse to furnish 
any equipment or personnel to any other party 
consistent with the primary purpose of 



providing protection within its own 
territory, or to furnish such equipment and 
personnel as it chooses. Such discretion 
shall be exercised by the Fire Chief, 
Sheriff, Coordinator, or Refuge Manager or, 
in his absence, by such person as is reached 
by call through the use of the list provided 
in the preceding paragraph. 

D. Equipment and personnel at the site of the 
disaster shall be under the sole control and 
direction of the proper representative of the 
party hereto furnishing such equipment and 
personnel and said proper representative 
shall have an absolute discretionary right to 
remove such equipment and personnel from the 
site aforesaid at any such time as he shall 
desire to do so. However, the Officer in 
charge of the organization in whose district 
the disaster is located shall be in overall 
command of all departments responding to such 
disasters and shall direct the activities of 
all departments in combatting a disaster 
through orders given to their respective 
commanding officers. 

2 

5. This agreement may be terminated by any party hereto by 
said party 9iving written notice to all other parties 
hereto upon a date not less than thirty days from the 
date of giving of such written notice, but the 
withdrawal of one or more parties to this agreement by 
such notice shall not affect the agreement of the 
remaining parties so long as two or more of said 
parties desire said agreement to remain effective. 

6. Each party hereto waives to all other parties hereto 
any and all claims against any other party hereto for 
compensation for any loss, damage, personal injury or 
death that shall arise in consequence by the 
performance of this agreement. No party shall, under 
any circumstances, be held liable for any loss or 
damage by reason of its failure to effectively combat 
any disaster in the territory of any other party. 

7. The parties hereto shall not discriminate against any 
employee or applicant for employment because of race, 
creed, color, or national origin. 

8. This agreement shall extend from the date of execution 
until terminated or revised. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the respective parties hereto have executed 
this agreement on the day and year appearing with their 
signatures hereto: 

Havana City Fire Department 
Mayor Date 

City Clerk Date 

Fire Marshall Date 

Fire Chief Date 

Mason County Sheriff's 

Department 
Sheriff Date 

Mason County Emergency Services 

and Disaster Agency 
Coordinator Date 

U. s. Fish and Wildlife Service '1:3-rrl 
Date 
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