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I. Q:lmiAL 

A. lak94»1.fJa 

The lw.a WetJAm ~t District was otf'icia.lly established in 
July, 1971. The district ia composed of tour counties, Dicker, La
H:>UNt, Logan and Mointoah, and 1• aitua.ted in south central North 
Dakota. 

Headquarter• ia in the town ot Kulm. Log1stiealq it is bard to 
iaqine a better aituation beoawse Kulm is loeated vi.thin two miles 
of the geographic cater~ the diatnct .. In addition, nearly 80 
pm- ceat ot our --.-.nt unite are within a .30 mil• radiws ot our 
ottice. 

B. CJ aawa Iii Blldt&i Cppd,ttSlU 

Veatber collditiona tor the 7ea.r in the four county area vere hot 
am dry. About the onlT precipitation received came the tirat 
tln.-n aontba ot the year. Weather records reveal that precipi-

1. 

/"' ta.tion Wa year was on par with the droU&'ht 7ean ~ 19)5 and 
1936. 

There waa very little precipitation durinc the aprilafr uason am 
~ratul"N were alx>ve m1-l vith lots ot v1Dd. BecauN of these 
CODllitiou fal"llera wre alread7 atoppi.Dg in regarding gruiag a.ml 
hqiltfl. 

Continuoua high teaperaturu raziging from the 90 's to 1 C'O 'a in earq 
~. en rr along vi th atrong guaq- vims becw a ooaon ocou.rrenoe. 

~. 

Beat ud · strong wiDda llteralJ1' parohed pastures Uld crop,. Marabas 
t.bat bad not dried ainae the laad waa nttlfld were now patchea ot 
era.eked tt0il. What little rain waa receivilld. during this period was 
quite apo\tad and real17 didn't help JIUOh. A high ot 104 degreu vaa 
recorded on July 2,. 
Hot taperatuNe ad wind continued right 011 into late Septeaber and 
October • .l 98 and 91 de,ree temperature vae recorded during these 
two months .. Thinc• looked reaJ.l7 bleak tor £all. 

lovaber and December didn't record much 1D precipitation either, 
mt some U,ht anov vaa received during the pe?"iod. Tanperaturea 
4ur1Dc this tJ.118 were 6-8 degree• above nol'lllll for this tille of ,-r. 
Cold IID&P started the last week in December and a -25 was recorded 
on Deoaber )0. Weather picture tor 1976 could be auaed up in terms 
ot a aeYere drc:n,lgbt. 
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I@lipmy 

Ilia 11111. 
Ju. 
l'e'b. 
Mar. 
Jpr. .,, 
Jmw 
Juq 
Avg. 
Sept. 
Oet. 
Nov. 

2.08 
1.03 
3.23 
.20 
.82 
.,48 
.os 

Dec. -Total ,.<l9 
A.Yg. 20.,, 

10.0 
2.0 
4. 

1.00 
4,jQ 

21.,0 

Temp 
lfB.. ma.. 

41 -20 
54 -15 
,, -16 
83 16 
86 20 
96 )2 

104 39 
10.) 41 
98 21 
91 04 
75 -10 
4S -26 

Ila. 

2.50 
.. s3 

2.4S .s, 
1. 71 

.19 

.19 

8.42 
17.17 

)lifbelf 

la. 
4 
4 
9 

2.00 
.~ 

25.;o 

2. 

Tap 
l!IL.. 11&&.. 

4IJ -32 
S4 -19 
59 -13 
82 18 
SJ.. 18 
97 36 

10, 34 
103 39 
100 15 
89 o; 
68 -18 
4S ...28 

The rua-ott troa the sprag aow ult .tilled most marshe• to aear 
nol'll&l level.a except 1n the aouthern halt o.t McIntosh couuty. Mall7 
ot t,ae 'WPJ.' a 1n south.era Mcl'Atoah started the apring aeuon vi th cu 
to two iacllea ot water vbich d1aappeared Wore mid~. 

By aid...J'u.q the severity of the drought could be measured by' the 
maber ot 7oq coote tO'W:ld equaahed on the hig~. 

~ the intenal between aprbg t.bav and tall f'rene~,tp ve re
ceived no 1enera1 raiu to recharge the arah.N. Br f'reeze-up over 
90 per cent of the WP.l's 1n the Kula dutrict were eompl•te~ dry 
vith the •rahea laced with wide and deep craeke. 

The growth ot upland vegetation vu .urpriaingq gc.od on allot the 
WPA•a. Apparentl1' the thick vegetation on our areas atoakpilad 8llOW 
ud then CODMt"Ved the ao1ature durllJc the IPJI ar aontha.. Th.:ta con
tracted drama\i~ with the graasea on private land vh.i.cb. vat dor
maat about the t"irat or Jul.7. 

c. !,el Amviai:Hsa 
1 • ,_ Tit.J.1 

Appa:rentl7, the contmuing drought spurred many tal'!NrS into 
Making the decisioa to aell to "'wildllte• in 1976. Wbile the 
number of tee oaaM only increased t"rom 17 l.ut Ntpo:rting period 
to 20 this year the total acreage more t.han doubled to 2,964. 
The average size uu1 t purohued this 7ee.r vas 148 acres al' oma
parecl to 7S acres in F! 75. 



Moldenhauer(384) Logan County - a 600 acre unit purchased 
in 1975. There was a lot of water on this area in the 
spring but by September the marsh was completely dry. (3-76) 



D. 

We Jan aa-....d the manageJ11mt ruponail>ility tor tbe 11r81Jn
am (18) WPA in Kidder Cmmtr becauae we have wo adJacut 
lmita Gd Bfferal othera cloae b,y. 

2. lesasat 
'J.'be eaaeauat program continud ita davavard JI.Oll9ntua. Du.ring 
the 7ear onq 1; :uw e&Nll8Dt cont,racta were siped tor a net, 
pin ot 174 wetl.ud acre•. 

We bave ao J1a11¥ eaH11118nta in Logan am McIntosh Count.iu that 
the saturation point bu Jut about been reached. Muv aores 
ot good wt.Jama atUl need to be protected 1v' eaMID8D.t 1D 
Dicke, ud •apecially LaMoure Count,-. 

m m11 w Eeem ~ 1mm 

., .. 

ASH 
7,538 

11,ant: 
litPRFPit Ytiltl!9rM 

:,10 23, 
4,488 
9,137 

16,876 
10, 

38,144> 

217 13,314 
)76 32,833 
3fM, 27,293 
--2. .9 

1 ,287 96,299 

No nw puhlic dcadn tract.II ware brought \D'ler Service aa.na.ge
aeat in CY'76. 

1. Qit-W.YU 

.... 
3 
0 
2 
4 

MRI 
307 

0 
3S3 
'91 7S8 

lulll'a obJ•tivea were eet in 1971 ehort.i.,, after this dietrict 
vu utabliaW .. Becaue o£ a laek ot illf'oration the entire 
obJecUve aet.tbg prooeu was a ,1gm-e JUGCliDc operation. 

During our receat provaa aohedw.iag ettort w were forced to 
reviae the out.pllt lenl 1A three eatiegoriea after uplaW MUWS 
intol"ll&tion iMioated our original o~eet.J:na were unreallatJ.ealq 
,....... '11,t.,1,..,_ ....... __ ,., __ .. ____ ... ,,._ 0 rvv-, + ... J_(', f'll'lr,. t.r-+---
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Other Migratory Bird Maintenance increased from- 1J,OOO,OOO to 
10,000,000. 

At the preaent time all of our activities are in phase with 
approved obJeetivea. Most of our obJecUvea, however, are 
badly in need of revision. 

'f)m,Uv. 

llalim r.uw» 
~ 

lilt. 121Q ~ m m a 
t73 54,000 1,,00 2 1: 2 
t74 54,600 1,5C-O 2 1 2 
'75 !)6,500 1 ,soo 2 1 1 
*76 68,SOO 1,soo 2 1 1 
•rn 70,000 1.000 2 1 

The Kula Diatriot bu been operating on the edge ot hanlm.lpt07 
a1Dce inception. and each year our activitiu have become aora 
ruvicted becama. of tiaancial reetrai.ftta. Between 1973 am 
1977, '1:md1ag tor Kula was inoreued 'qy' $15,SOO, a 28 per cent 
inereaN. During · th:fia ... period, however, our tUl!d eoata 
have been apiral.irJ« up,ard at 10 per oen-t per year. Tb.is leave• 
ut vi th a net gain of taoo vi th wbieh to manap the additional 
10,000 toe aorea and 10,000 wetland ~t aerea purchased 
during this five Y'NX span. 

r1. QQNBmw1101 MW HAlmllfMGE 

A. 9RMkwrtr#QD 

Approxtma:'94" 4S per ccmt of the uplaad in the :Kula Dietrict ia 
native prairie. Managing this land tor waterfowl ~uction re
quiru the use ot .u.ch tools u bqin«, bu.nWlg am/or gruiag. 
Gruhg la ,1\dpd to be the best tool tor UH 1n this part ot North 
Dakota eo com:dd~'bl• et'tort ia made to construct as Jll.lch tenoe 
•oh :,ear aa tuudhlg will permit. 

In 1976 v. WN fortunate in 19tting tenoea constructed on t.lae tol
lowhlg 12 units: 

1) L&rlon (28) D. - 486 rods, cona:tmicted l:f' neighbor 
2) Jlonl (76) D .. - '20 rod.a, coutru.eted by mig:bbor 
3) Weiler (~1) D. - 670 rode, com,t,ruei.ed ~ noi&hbor 
4) Sukut (15'"!} D. - 570 roda, conatrlleted by neighbor 
5) lwaler (148&) L. - 80 rods, eonatructed by neighbor 
6) .Ka* (333) L. - 5,44 roda, profeuional fencing crew 



When cle n-up time comes on newly purchased WPA's you oc
casionally find relics that blend into the envi onm nt 
so well you hate to move them. 



il 
10) 
11) 
12) 

Aar1U11 \"'4' J L. - ~ts4 roa.s, cons~ruct.ec:1 ~ neignoor 
lbael (11) L. - 320 rode, constructed qr neighbor 
Zillllerlllll (129) L. - 204 rods, constructed by neighbor 
Kualer (1,4&) L. - 80 rods, constructed. 1:v" neighbor 
Pfeifle ( 17/) Mel. - 660 rods, constructed by neighbor 
Geissler (182) Mel. - 80 rods, constructed by refuge crew 

Two mobile and one baae radio-transmitters vere pu.rchaaed from 
a.nenu. Aviation Electronics at a total coat or i1'.3QO. Tbaae units 
have an output o.t 35 watts vhieh which is capable of giving ua cov
erage over 75 per cent o! our area. To achieve 90 per cant coverage 
would require 100 watt transmitters and an expe?lditure or $6,000. 

Our pe:rpetual ma.interJance probl• ie a 1971 Dodge ~ half-ton pick
up. Thia y-aar we had to replace the rear dif'.terential and eight 
u-Jointa. Since ve received thia vehicle we have had to replace 
f/f'ery u-joint at leaat once each year. 

c. KUi11II 

Two vildfirea occurred. on wPA'a this fall - one vaa started by hunters 
and the other one J:v" a local ta'tWlr. 

Hmlten ~t, their car stuck 1n a badger hole adjacent to the Erlen
buaeh (12) WPA, Dickey County, in early Ootober. Apparently, the 
IIUtfler cae in contact vita some tall dl"',f grau vh1ch bm-at into 
tlaae. Batore goillg out the t'ire burned a.bout 60 acres ot wildlite 
la.DC1 and tvo a.ore• ot private~ owned grauland. The tire vu pu.ahad 
by a 20 aph v1nd and would have burned aeveral thousand a.ores it the 
fal'llllr dovnwind bdn • t overgrued hie paature so 111.loh it wouldn 1 t 
""'7 a na.. 
1hi• tire nteeived wide spread publioi ty because it was started by 
bmltera. Thl-ee dqa later a tarll8r in Logu Coun"t.7 decided to rurn 
hie -.rah. Thia .f'ire •eeaped and tnrned about 120 acres on the Lar
son (12) WPJ. and 200 a.cm ot' private land. This fire reoeived no 
pllblicit]' and vun1t even reported in the local unpapera. 

For the Erl.enbuech fire an insurance compa117 paid us $180 for loea 
ot craa• and paid a neighbor $7, to repair WPA tpcee. 

On tbe Laraon tire we are negoUatillg with the tanaer tor replace
amit ot one wooden post. 

III. JH,DXW W49Well 

A. CmsJe1¥'1 



Erlen oh ( 12) Dickey County - In this fire the hunt r lost 
one station wagon, five shotguns, on case of beer and about 
15 box s of shotgun shells. One th oil on the to caught 
on fir th hunte s scatter d because offer of a gasolin 
explosion. Three quarters of a tank of g soline plaoidly 
burned with no xplosion. be g oline in c s only xplodes 
in th ovies? (5-76) 
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tanaed as a JDeans ot preparing a Ned bed tor grass seedings. 

1he drought reduc«l crop production to the point that none of our 
cooperator• even broke even on cost. A good example would be Leo 
Johnson on 'the Borth (14) YPA. Leo planted this 1JC acres to wheat 
in earq apring. ~ llid..June the wheat bad wi t.hered and turned brown. 
We then bad a. one inch rain so Leo decided to plow up the wheat and 
plant nax. The tl.ax crop seemed to be o. winner vi th excellent ger
mination am .faat growth. After groving about a.ix inches, however, 
the tlax began to w1 the:r .from the lack of moisture and finally died 
without blooming. Atter he seeded the unit into DBC in October ve 
tigure Leo loat about $3,500. 

Food plots v•re grow on th.Nie unites 

~ 
1 • Maple River NWR 
2. Sukut (1S1) D. 
). Jtautaon (123) La.M. 

~ 
corn 
com 
corn 

It 1a .. tillated that corn production this ;year averaged about 1 - 2 
bwlhela per acre. 

Fa:rJaiDg agrMllenta wre iaJn.Wd on ewen. w:PA's to break up stunted 
teae graaa fi•lda. To catch up on our backlog W& should be break
ing up a •d nSan• of 1,000 acrea each year. 

Agr....-a.ta were signed on the following areas: 

1. White (184) D. - 8 acres 
2. Redlin (11) l). - /J) 17 

3. Todd (16) LaM. - 120 11 

4. Strahla ( 1 $3) LaM. - 16 " 
5. Kramlioh (216) Mel. - 35 acres 
6. Salser (237) Mel .. - 69 acres 
7. Enl..blpr (2.46) McI. - 20 " 

Total .314 acres 

In an etfort to reduce the time these fields are out of p:roduotion 
we have negotiating agreements to have the fields broken up in the 
tall, tar.Md tor two sumers and reseeded to DNC during the third 
till. Tble from breakup to N...u.ng would be two years. 

We anapd to 8e8d 700 acres on 15 uni ts into DNC this 7ear. On all 
unita H8dad qy- cooperators, except tor the Jenner (289) MeI., the 
DBC vae Ned.ad in late October or ear]3 November directly into the 
grain atubbJAa. 
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8. 
only two uni ts, the Erlenbu.ach (12) D. and Larson (12) L. 

Uni1fA1 Grazed .Ad! 2976 

1. Larson~ D. 
Aci:a; Ii. Coo 

5/1~ 6o No Limit, 
2. Erlenbusch (12) D. 280 25 5/1-10'JC 
J. Tiartman (65) D. 2C lfo Limit 6/1-67,6 
4. Hille (14b) D. 40 ff 7/1-8/1) 
,. Gackle {52)LaM. II) n 6/16-x16 
6. Xarius (2.43) L. 57 ll 5/1-6 15 
7. Larson (12) L. 482 5c 5/1-a/1; 
8. Aalnon (14) L. 120 No Limi.t s/111,16 
9. Kl.iptel (274~ Mel. 4S tf 5/1-6 15 

10. Phitle (171 McI. 127 ff s/1-6/15 
11 • Ni tachke (249) Mel. )J " 5/1-6/15 
12. Goebel (315) McI. 99 40 6/10-7/10 

100 JI) 7/11~10 
13. Geiszler ~182) Mo!. 49 No Limit 5/1-6 15 
14. Koepplin 1.42&) Mel. 12& n 6/15-9/15 

Total 1,689 

The wild.fire which burned across the Erlenbusch (12) WPA. was re
stricted to just one of the g!'Uing pe.stur.a. B.r coincidence the 
unit which burned vas alao the unit which we had aohadul.ed to'!' 
rest in 197/. 

We were fortunate to get tho Hartman (65) WFA grazed this year. 
Thia aall unfenced unit was purchased in 1965 and tba grassland 
baa probably been ungroed for the laat 20 years. With grasa in 
short aupply ve were able to locate a ca.ttlflll&ll vho vae willing 
to herd h11 cova on. the unit tor 16 <iqe. A.a a eign or tb8 t.1mee 
tile JIIIUi Wied a Hollda inatead ot a horn to keep tbe cova from 
atrqillg. 

As would be expected 1n the midst of a drought we were swamped 
with ~ing l"eqll81Jts. Our tirst reaction vu to do no ~ing on 
WPA's becaua• ve anticipated a real ah.ortag11 or cover on private 
land. 

Aft.el" reviewing all of our areas, however, we realized that this 
was an opportunity to bq" BOM of tbs uni ta w bad been unable to 
int.mt fWl'ODe in the p11at.. 

Tbia tJ'pe ot a program is very costly in time. It allows ua, how
ever, to meet a great number. ot the JD8ll vhu are fa.t'BL!ng in the .toill' 
co1mty area. It also gives w, an opportunity k1 explain 0ur pro
gram. and el:im:inate a .few misconceptions. 
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9. 
\le received over 2CC applications for ha3' and several offers of 
steak dinner• or other re11~s if we were to select the right 
indi.vidua.1 for bqing privileges. l.J'e held a lottery and select
ed 64 tanaers who vould have the privilege ot baying 1,500 aores 
of grualam. We had quite a tn fa..TWtrs return their pemits 
atter ~ got a eloae look at their haying units. There vu 
alwa;,ra SOJll80Jl8 around, though, vho vas willing to cut a.n,thing 
as lo»c aa it was green. 

On the Laraon (10) WPA in Dickey Cotmty we ~ ba1t o~ an SO 
acre me plant.hlg. This unit, which had been ueded to DNC in 
the apring o:t 1971, bad become matted to the point i..bat little 
new growth eoulcl be observed in mid-June. This unit was hqed 
prillariq ao that ve could observe DNC growth reaction to a 
elipping and removal of litter. 

In order to maintain a record ot all uni ts which ve1._ hayed we 
are providing the following list: 

JI.mi Am.a 
1. B.rmrlllond{116) D. ~ 8 
2. ~(177)D. 17 
). Bart.aan(6Sa) D. 8 
4. Geraan(11Sa) D.. 30 
S. Scbne!al-(64) D. 25 
6. ladJ1n(11) D. '2 
7. VaffViek(178) D. 10 
8. Ea,pr(l2a) D. 31 
9. Gral:Mta(.31) D. S 

10. Retslatt(1,0) D. 11 
11. BLM(1b) 3 
12. Hama:im(203&) D. 16 
1). Yhite(184) D. 1S 
14. Lareon{10) D. 41 
15. Kannovaki(10) taM. 5 
16. StrabJl.(153) LaM. 16 
17. D1ttua(1SO) LaM. 19 
18. Todd(16) LaM. 160 
19~ L1ech\y(1S4) 16'1. 24 
20. Abell(14S) L. 12 
21. Wut.(122) L. 55 
22. Kuler(1.48) L. 35 
23. Muonio (109l L. 67 
24. Dallmen(l38 L. 14 
2S. Boaehee(368 . L. 3 
26. Fandrieh(S.2} L. 12 
27. Miller(171) L. 10 

c. Vt:Sil@Wt 

:t Aeru 
28 • Bl"".u.uier 101 ) L . ' ' 
29. Baltz 70) L. 13 
JO. Mund(134) Mel. 34 
)1. Dittus(176) Mc!. 87 
.32 .. S..oJman{112) M.e!. )6 
:,,. Krllll1oh(216) Mel. )8 
34. Eszlu,ger(246) Mel. 22 
35. tll.mer(220) MoI. 43 
.)6. Sa.ckaan(100a) MeI. 30 
31. Rotbtuu(2S7a) MoL 12 
)8. Dalke(65) Mc!. 2 
39. Bl.Ullhard.. t ( 1. 8) MeI. 10 
IJ). Eali»pr(ZA6a) Mel. 25 
41. Mar:eolf(S7) Mel. 45 
/;J.. Enlinpr (2,46&) McI. 2C 
/J. ltuopp(Jo6) Mo!. . 4 
.44. Saclman(100) McI. 18 
45. Bender(215) Me!. 25 
46. Saclman(112) Mel. 34 
47. Bottaan(121) Mel. AD 
1.8. Goettle(106) McI. 2S 
49. Ba\11118ll11(3QS ,a) McI. )9 
sc .. r.,(144) Mel. 14 
51 • Saltser(237) Mc I. 31 
S2. Geinler{20) Mel. 30 
5.3. Klefn(lJ) Mel. 28 
54. Ziegenh8gel.(281) Mel.SO 

T.be opportunitiee tor ~t of wetland is very lilBit.ed in this 



area. Nov that ve have a D-4 cat we are planning on some mechani
cal control ot vegetation in cattail clogged marshes. 

D. fWllf.lllil 

10. 

No shel terbel t plantings were me.de in 1976. The last planting va.s 
aade in 197) on the Mund(1)4) McI. Thia seeding vas macle by a neigh
bor, Lawrence Vogel, who has cultivated it tvice a year since pla.nt
i.Dg. Some of the tr.ea a.r-e now 1C-12 teet tall. 

E. 9t:btr ltlaiiA!i 
Nothing to l"eport. 

F. KUfltmU1 •• 2PUi1] mu 
Nothing to !'$port. 

G. frll?RPUI 12f Vutrtm Hv»aareert 
We .made a 100 per cent easement cheek betvMn November 8-16. Ease
ment viol.at.ions etill have not become a big prohla 1n this cU.atrict.. 
ln 1914 we had. 8 violAtiou, 6 in 1975 and 9 in 1976. 

The tollovir.tg ia a listing ot eaas r,nta where viola:tions were tound 
1n 1976: 

1 • Vietske (2-48x, 1 } Dickey' Co. 
2. Richter (264x, 1,2) Dickey Co. 
3. Kiracblnllau {1l0x) LaMoure Co. 
4. Isaak ("f.21, 1 ) LaMoure Co. 
S. Gall (20x, 1) LaMoure Co. 
6. Bauab (100%) La&u'Nl Co. 
7. Miller (1,0Z) Lopn Co. 
8. Bu.chbola (6,X, 1-3} Logan Co. 
9. !ntsie (191.bt) McIntosh Co. 

The violationa in the above listing have been gro\U'Jd checked &ml veri
.fied.. Onq- f"our land ownera, bowever, have been contacted., all of 
whom agrMd to ake correction.a. We experienced. trouble with only one 
iDr:liYidual, Leo Eut.zte, who ordered ua oft of his property atter we 
explained the purpose of our vieit. It took a lot ot talking to oon
vince lua that we wre going to get coaplimlce with ta:rma ot eaaement 
one: way- or anothfn-. 

Dm-ing our easement ch.eeks we :ntcorde<l thlt location and photographed 
ditch&e on private land which drained marehea that had a inin1•• 40 
acre wa.terlJhed. This intoraation villa~ be used 1v" the State 
Water Coad.aaion to detendne tlae 11111.pitude of illegal drainage with
in tb.e atate. 

We were a 11ttl• aurpriaod that ve didn't find more drainage. lie re
port.I a total ot 27 ponible atate d~ violations; 16 in Dickey 
county, 4 in Lop»., 7 in LaMoure 8JJl'1 O in McIntosh. 



A. 

IV. WILDLIFE 

x1angered and/or Threatened Species 

Lothing to report 

11. 

B. Mirutory Birds 

1 • 

We have once again used the rando quarter section pair count 
to calculate the number of breeding duck pairs in the district. 
The count was taken between May 20-30. Time consideration limit
ed!. our sampling to .30 quarters. 

Speei Total i 
2,479 
1,702 

724 
697 
68.3 
56.3 
509 
147 
147 
134 
121 

Avg. Prod. 
Rate .4,5 

Strei. 
Brood 

7 

Ducks 
ptoduced · 

7,812 
4,596 
1,304 
1,884 
1,842 
1,518 
1,374 

1. filuewing teal 
2. Gadvall 
3. Ruddy 
4. Mallard 
5. dbead 
6. Shoveler 
7. Pintail 
8. Scaup 
9. Greenwinged teal 

1 O. Canvas ck 
11. Widpon 
12. Wood duck 
13. Ringnecked 

2 
1 

1-,909 
1, , •• 

1,116 
766 
326 
314 
307 
253 
229 

66 
66 
60 
55 

1 
1 

6 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
5 
6 

Expanded pair count d t indicates that th re bas 
overall change, an incr se of less than 1 per cent, 
breeding duck popul tion in th district. 

396 
4/;,2. 
3GO 
.330 

21,818 

n little 
in the 

There is distressing evidence, however, that the d cline 1n 
liallard and edhee.d populations is continuillg. Betw en 1974 
and 1976 the number o! mallard pairs has declined .36 per cent 
and redheads down 38 per cent. It is felt that th declin 
in both species is related to hunting pressure. 

An est ted 21,818 paper ducks were produced on 'WPA's this yea. 
While there was a good breeding population and we think there~ s 
a higher than :ver e productivity rate th number of birds re ch
ing flight stage w s probably down. The drought, vhich intensi
fied in July, must have forced a manifold incre se in-tthe no 
l!larsh to rah mov t of' duck1ings. ~ increase in overland 
move nt should hav resulted in an increas in mart.all ty. We 



These geese de their appearance in a farmer 1s. yard one 
morning last pring, stayed for ab::>ut two weeks and dis
appeared. Note that these birds have not been banded. 
They re thought to be 1 sser Canada geese. 



--
WT. 1 li pro•DJ.T approa.enea. :,u per oen't. 

The various goose releuu have begun to pq dividends. We had 
HVeral report& ot Cuada geeN broo4a thie spring. While ve 
did not peraonal.17 aee &IV' of the broods, ve apoke to enough 
people who did that we t'eel we have verification of tour broods, 
all 1n Logan county.. Averap aize brood was tour. 

The peae releued in McIntosh and Diok$7' aouatiea vill be re
turning tor neati»g 1n 1977. Indicationa are that. hunting mortal
ity ia tbeee two releases has been verr lov vhieh increases the 
pou1h1lltiea of eatablillld.ng a lreeding nock. 

When vatertovl sea.eon opened leaa than 10 per e&t of our units 
had &JV' water and the duck population va• near 1 o ,ooo. Aa hunt
i»c aeason progruaed the population iDcreaaed to 32,000 which ia 
about 70 per out 1-lov nomal. 

The •m '°°" m.crauon vu late in arrivillg. We bad no more 
than ,,.ooo pea 1n tbe diatrlot uatil the last week in Oct
ober wha an utillated 70 ,ooo appeared. Theae bird.a stayed tor 
only thnte or .tour dai'• bef"ore moving on. 

2. Hl&:M m ilBt N NI 

An ~ large concentration ot .American avo~t.a (2,0) and 
vllleta (100) waa ol:Mrved on the Brinksa&n (19S) 'WPJ. 1n Mcintoah 
couat, in .U.Jw:18. 'l'h1a was the J.arpat group of aueh birds we 
ha.Te ev• seen aad the7 wen COJ111"81&ted toptbar u one nook. 

Ia Jul7 ve viaiW t.he i.ia.l on the Grah.ul(.31) ~A, Dickey 
co1Dl1f'.. Thia ial.ud. 1a lua t.haUi one-teath ot an acre in aise 
but oonta1Md apprcxiaate]T 200 OOl'IIOrw.Dt neate, aix Forester 
terD aeaw, thnt4' aaricu e.vocew lle8W am .__ duck neats. 
Four ot the duek aut.a were redbeada. 

Ve ..U..te that 600 cormorant were ra1Nd to tllght stage. 

1. IMJW2r41, a»11,. %ma em PJ1111 bniu 

BJ' ear]T Aucut, aoat birds in thia category had departed - oom
it.iou were jut too dry. 

The •p:ri.Dg migratlon was upon us sudden lib on March 19. On 
that da;r nearl,1' all of the haw J10lW.lq occurrine in thla 
aru were obRrved. 



Graham (31) Dickey County - cormorant production on this 
island went from zero in 1973 to approximately 600 in 1977. 
(4-76) 

I have often wondered what the cormorants in this area were 
eating. A visit to the cormorant rookery revealed the prim
ary food source f'or the young birds was waterdogs. (4-76) 



The biC surpriae was the spotting ot six bald eagles in one day, 
March 19, the f'irat ve have obaerved in t.b.:1e district. 

Snovy owla were first eeen 1n ear~ November, aeveral weeks be
tor our tirlJt snow. ?.'heJ' were fairly comon tor awhile but had 
just about disappeared by late Deceaber. 

The aho~ed owl population has been down tor tt. paet. two 
7eara. Thia tall less tl:lan a dozen birds were seen. 

5.. 91:blt lkmtcP;a Birds 

Tba dove population waa at a near normal level. An avera,e of 
45 dovea i-r Jllile were counted on the road IIU1'ffT llOUth ot Kula. 
An average ot 39 cloves have been counted along thia route be
twu 1971-197S. 

On April 22 & chntmit-collaNd lonppur neat vi t.h four 70\IDg 
vu diacovered. At. thia early date the 7ouna bird.a alretlq had 
a good. covering of tuthera. 

c. ltamal, eld 191:ffl mtdm: Bin11 em Rtrblz:1 

1. 

J'or 80M reaeon white-tailed deer reproduction waa down.. Nona
alq the averap doe will baYe twiu, a sip1t1cant maber will 
•• triplm and olUJ' rarely' will a aillgle f'aw be seen. Thia 
7-.r a a1Dgle raw vu aerage, a aip1.ticant llU'Diber were tv1u 
and oaq ra.req wre triplet. obee:rnd. So, the overall decline 
of tbt deer popuatio». in this district coatimuta. 

Thia~ tu deer hlmtera sea to do sore riding and lua walk-
1.ag ao ta total kill should have been reduced. 

We received N¥'ffal C011plainta on the deer herd on Maple River 
ll4 laat viater. Deer hOJ1118 1n on th1a area on the tir•t dq of 
deer mm.Ung and tad to at.a;, there until 1pr.1ng thaw. 

In an effort to alleviate this concentration we asked a neigh
bor to drive his tractor through the arah on that pa.rt ot t.M 
refup viii.oh we own. On the secoJJd dq ot the aea.aon the tractor 
vaa 4r1T&n through the marsh bu.t the deer :refu.Nd to leave the 
~- It .... tbat. the tractor owner told his frienda ot the 
plana, t.b.er told their triema, etc. so vb.en tbe appointed hour 
arrived the retuge bou:adar;y waa shoulder to ahoaltler 1:mn:tera. 

In Jlid-Jlecaber w got a party of eight men together .in another 
&lite.pt to disperae thi• deer concentration. Thi:i attapt wae 



Snow storms can be tough on wildlife. We kept this owl for 
about week before letting him go. Found out that owls 
can't t hamburger meat~ sticks to the roof of their be 



2 .. 

vu alao a taUure aa tAe deer vou1dn' t aove unleu ai.eppad on. 

Uatu tbia 7-.r I didn't think it vaa pooibl.• to control a fox 
popul&Uon through huntJ.Dg and trapping. This tall, however, 
tox fur prieea bit. a high of $6c and tbe huntera-trappere .. 
out ot the voodvork. Br late Daaabtr th8 ~ox population had 
dropped ao lov it vaa eou14ered rare to flW1 spot a fox traek 
in the anov. Tba fox population ie p;-obabq now at its 30 ,.-.r 
lov. 

Thia exteuive trapping also had a decimating ettect upon the 
alamk am raccoon popalationa. nae spril'lg of 1977 ahould be a 
good. 78&1' tor all ground nesting birds. 

The c07ote population 11 detinitel,y on the upswing. Three 
ranohera in aout.h wut Dickey eounty reported losing a COJlb1ned 
total ot 100 + J.ambe. AnSNJ dsaa«e control personul reapondticl 
to a call for belp and kUled thnte 0070tee. \le are hoping t.bat 
W.a inereu• in the coyote population will !"Gault 1n a deereaee 
in t.b.e rox popalation. 

3. hl1daPtr Didi 
1vo eour1ta were JU.de on the sb,µ-ptailed. grouee du.cing ,grO'IJDd 
looated J•t ott ta Lareon(12) VFA in toga oountq. TM two 
counw shoved an average ot 35 daneq 1111.lea. The dancing 
groUl.ld on th8 ·.Aaaloa(14J L. 1Laa not 'been uud tor tbe put two 
years. 

TlU.e ia th8 ee.cond 7ttar in a row a which ve have had excellent 
tan popalaiion.e of eharptailed g:rouae aDd Bunp.rian partridge. 

1be pbeaaant popw.at.1.on in eoutbeut Di .. eouuv 18 at ita 
highest level si1lee 1966. It is ufJJu.W that the pop&lation 
on the Mapl• Rivtt llWR ia between J50-,~,l>bda, ~ (32) i.
tween. iso.,aoo, Kvigne (260) between 100-12, ..a lA.raon (10) be
tween '..\00..aso. 

4. 21:Mt e1,J wr, 
.Although we entered winter with lov water levels we are expect-
11)£ a fiah kill on:cy on the T.bunl (258) in Melllto•h ooun~. At 
.freose-up water depth w.s down to 7 £Mt ao cba;n~ ot a,:q- tiah 
S'Ql"\tiTing till v.intff 1a raot,e. We vil1 oppon a%\f atteapt to 
reatook thia uni\ once a die-ott don oecu:r. 
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'• d:UAiWW:ItlsWdrl f!I:' PWWH+YR 

, A. xac,w•• ,m1 aannw1on 
1. 9aclltMt 

BotlliDa to report 

2. W+ce 

Ea.oh,.ear the Soil Conaervation Service in Dicke., and La.Moure 
Countiea apouora a 7th cred• eavirotUIINltal education CODNrY
ation tour. 'l'ba Kula VMD vu requeeted to participate DJ' p.ro
v1<11.Dg a vil4l1te progrma u a tour atop. John Jonea did IIUCh 
a t.r111ndoua Jo'.b ~ developiae rapport with the touril>g aturlanta 
lut ,-r that he vaa re,qwNtted to alao ham!• tba vililit• pro
gra in Ransom and Sarirent Co\1Dtiea in 191(,. Frca the re-,oue 
reoeiftd .ve ems1ae that Jolm 'a pro,raa vu once ap.iJ1 tha high
llcbt ot the tour. 

tut. winter we coate.cteti U. 10 vlldllte clube in the district 
otterinl to preNnt a 8114• talk on our wetland program. We 
pt"NGted proarusa to the tin cluba vhich re,ponded to ottr letter. 
DmiJt1 tbl queat1on-8J18WW aeuiona tu subj eeta m•t o1'ten raised 
WNl tans, our poliey OU hqiDg and cruiDc am wed COJltrol. 

:a. IIRMtioa 

1. H:UdJ ift 9£1tBtilA 

Beoe.UM ot tbt hip tire danger ll1IJV" reat,rictiou were plAced 
upon tu lam:tag aeaaon. tb1I 7-.r. Sauona wre poa'tpoMd, re
at.riottd to oa-balt dqa, reinatated, postponed again, etc. - it 
_. all Yfll7 contuiD«. A peraoa did not lalov troa. one 4q to tlle 
uzt when or it he could mmt. 
Bren vi th 'theae J."Htrictione plus a lack ot water in the •rahe•, 
aall gaM aad. 11&terf"ovl hunters turned out 1n surpriaJ.»c ma
bare . 

.All hunting reatrictions were 1.1.tted on October 19. 

2. lel::DlfJKt ~ 
lothing to rep.;,rt 

...-. c. Mmnrn;t. 

Siaoe tM auoll on redaaads and canvuhacb vu closed in tbie clia
triet ve posted two COnceA~tion area,, lal'DNt ( 13) ud Graha'a( l2), 
to atop all vatertovl !amting. The st.ate alao poeted an area a1'01.1Dd 
tlie l&rDut,(13) aa a vat.rf'ovl rut. area. 
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_., __......, .................................. 'If' ..................... WU.¥' ...... ~ ... ,. ....................... ........... 

eo vere turmd over to t.he local warden. 

With a ahortap or grua in '76 IIIIJV' or our ne1&hbora were cutinc 
COTetoua .,-ea up:m our VPA' a. We 1.,C"'9 able to apprebelld five ot 
ta aore -1Tenturoua tarara al though ve bad reports on NYeral 
ot.Mn. 

!be aore imac1Dative iDi1Tiduala tu.med their cove out attar dark 
ur1 took thtll boll8 ~ore suuriH. One au vu even aore subtle 
aDd tr1e4 to ll&D it appear u tho\agh hie cove VeN getting out bf 
acc14ent iu~ ~ beilac 4el1beratell' turned out ( thia vu on twice 
a d&7 b&1ill) • 

JDC'• vere iaeuN to the fol.lovi.ng individuals for t~e cattle, 

11111. 
Solwaigert, Wilbert 
X.Jlwn. Kl.don 
BolHr, I&rr:r 
Boffllul, GUT 
Georp, Walt.I" 

~f299)L. 
DaUmn (338)L. 
8uk\it (362)L. 
V.I~'C~ (214)KcI. 
Geotp (263&) Mel. 

Jm. 
9/13/76 
10/18/76 
10/21,,/76 
10/24/76 

I 
25.00 

100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 

A tw aontba attar we issued tl¥t JOC to Mr. Sohveiprt the bond rate 
waa 1acre&Nd to ttoo. 

VI. 9ffll ITIMS 

.,-.... A. n,14 lPDtMe1:1me• 

'.~ 

lo\lwlg to report. 

B. P29Plffl4.U ?res:z:m 

Botha& to report 

c. nas et Iatm& 

N1Q 11a Morru ot 1arllincton, ~. vu aelected to till our aua
•r poaition u Bio. Aid. Xia proY«l beraelt to be a lard worker 
vbo wua't heaitant at taclliJlg-,, auigant. Vit!aout..., doubt 
I would Jlldp !Sa t.o be the beat. .-r apla,ee we ave hired at 
th1a a-tats.on. Ve triad to couvince 11:a that 8b8 ab.oulcl appq tor 
a pml8Jl8llt pos1Uoa vith the lerri.ee wt • vu sore iakreated 
lJa re~ to the et&te ot .Nune. 

The NeUon or w.a report on vea1.her vu written lr Mt-a. Okerlud -
the x TR I inder ot tile. report waa aeribblecl tv" John Alt.bl .. 



-· .. 
Oae 1"9portable accid.en·t. occurred during the sumer. John J onu vaa 

~ jabbed in the .,.. qr a bullruah tJ.p while walking t.hrO\llh a aarah. 
'l'b1a V&a aver, paiDtul iDJur.r vbich laid John up tor one dq. 

~~ 

~ 

~ 

We 414 not alw;ra hold tormal 11.0Dthq satet," meetaga. Satetf ... t
ina• VeNt b8ld. 1ANkJ.7 and aoaetillu dail;r bu.t. the toraat wu an in
tomal 'l:lulla,er type. 

Forsal ... ti.De• are 1eura11T reatrioted to the sumer field work 
aont.lla. 


