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Attached is a resume of whooping crane sightings reported to our office . 
Thank you for your cooperation in monitoring the migration of the whooping 
crane . 
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COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(September - November 1982) 

1/1 h/8J 

Whooping crane migrations are monitored spring and fall of each year . 
Sighting reports are forwarded to the U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service 
Endangered Species Office, Pierre , South Dakota, by private individuals, 
Audubon , other organizations , State and Federal Conservation Agencies , 
and Canadian Wildlife Service and their cooperators in Saskatchewan and 
adjacent provinces . 

Cooperation throughout the whooping c r ane flyway continues to be excellent . 
The identification of color- marke d birds is providing new information 
each migration . Since 1977, thirty- seven birds have been color- marked . 
Details about the color- marked birds can be found in the fall 1982 
mi grat i on notice . We can't ove remphas ize the importance of looking 
c l ose l y for colored l eg bands . In 1982 , five young were col or- marked 
and four of these were also radio-tagged . All five young , plus one 
unmarked yo ung , arrived a t Aransas . 

On Augus t 15 , 1982 , radio trans mitters were placed on the legs of six 
chicks . Two radioed chicks were subsequently lost to wolves , l eaving 
four ch icks with t ransmit t e rs to begin the migration . In addition , the 
transmit t ers were still functioning on two yearlings radio-tagged in 
1981 , for a total of six radio-tagged birds . One of the yearli ngs died 
during migration a f ter apparently s t riking a power line in Texas. 

Two famil y groups with radioed young were successfully monitored all the 
way to Aransas ( see attached maps ). Both families l eft the nesting 
grounds on or about October 8 and mi grated to central Saskatchewan. 
They remaine d in Saskatchewan until October 28 when a weather front with 
strong nor thwes t winds moved south out of Canada. Both families moved 
quickly t hrough the states and arrived at Aransas on November 3 and 4 . 
Si ght ings (stopover s ites ) resulting from the radio-tracking project are 
i nc luded in this report . 

Whooping crane arri va l s at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge , a sighting 
report summary , a map of degree- bl ock sighting locations, and maps 
showing the migration route of two radio- tagged young birds and their 
parents, are included with this narrative resume . Repeat sightings, of 
t he same birds at the same l ocation during a stop- over period , are not 
included when known to be repeats . Sightings classified as unconfirmed, 
based on whooping crane recovery plan criteria are not shown in the 
report ; only Canadian sighting r eport s cl assified as "confirmed" are 
shown . All r eports rece ived are on record in the Pierre Offi ce and are 
available upon reques t . 



Arrivals at Aransas occurred from October 18 through December 15 . A 
total of 72 whoopers (66 adults/subadults and 6 young ) were r eported a t 
Aransas on December 15 . Subsequen t l y, one of the y oung birds which was 
radi o- tracked to Aransas ( B/W- R), was found dead. Ther efor e , the wintering 
population as of 1/10/83 was 71 birds (66 adults/ s ubadult s and 5 young ). 
Seventy- three whoopers departed for the breeding grounds last spring . 
Six young were known to start the fall 1982 migration . Seven adult 
plumaged cranes, of the total anticipated, had not arrived at Ar ans a s as 
could be de termined as of 1/10/83 . 

Re corde d observations of migrant whooping cranes s t arted September 10 i n 
Canada , and September 19 i n the Unit e d States . The l ast s i ght ing report 
was on Novembe r 4 . Si ghtings were reported from Alberta, Cana da ( 2 ) , 
Sa s katchewa n , Canada ( 37) , North Dakota ( 8 ), South Dakota (10), Nebraska 
(9), Kansas ( 3), Oklahoma (5), and Texas (4). A total of 78 confirmed 
and probabl e s i ghtings were recorded . Thirty-six of thes e s ightings 
were a direct result of the radio- tracking project. 

Details of color- marked whoopers are as fol l ows : 

Year banded; color 
combinations*; USFWS 
band No . 

1981 ; W(radio) - R/W 
629 - 01807 

and 
1977; R- R; 599 - 09805 

a nd 
1980 ; R-R/W ; 629- 01 804 

1981 ; W(radio) - R/W; 
629-01807 

1981 ; G(radio)-R/W ; 
629 - 01809 

1977; G- R; 599-09801 

Observation 
Date 

September 15-16, 1982 

September 16-17, 1982 

Location 

Alber t a , Canada . 
Between f t . McM ur r ay and Air 
Weapons Range . 

30 miles northwes t of North 
Battleford, Sas k . 

September 17-0ctober 11, Devil ' s Lake , nea r Watrous , 
1982 Sask . 

Oc tober 11, 1982 

October 16, 1982 

September 16 , 1982 

September 19- 0ctober 
28 , 1982 

September 16, 19 82 

Sept ember 19 , 1982 

Last 1ountc1in Lc1ke , Sa:--:k . , 
neur Lat itude ~1 d 0 grees . . 

Coryell County , Texas . 20 
mil es wes t of Waco, Te x s . 
Found Dead . 

70 miles northeast of orth 
Battlef ord , Sask . 

Divide Co un ty , Nort h Dakot . 
Near Gr enora . T1 60 N, R103W. 

70 mi l es northeas t of North 
Battleford, Sask . 

Divide County , North Dakot . 
3 mi les northwes t of Grenora . 
T160N , R103W, Sec . 33 . 



Year banded ; color 
combinations*; USFWS 
band No . 

1982; W/ R- G(radio); 
629 - 01811 

1982 ; G(radio )-W/R; 
629- 01812 

1982 ; B/W- R(radio ); 
62 9- 01815 

Observation 
Date 

October 15-16, 1982 

October 16-26, 1982 

October 20, 1982 

October 27-28 , 1982 

October 28 - 29 , 1982 

October 21 - 22 , 1982 

October 22 -2 3 , 1982 

October 23 - 24, 1982 

October 24-27, 1982 

October 27-2 8 , 1982 

October 28- 29 , 1982 

October 29 - 30, 1982 

October 30- November 1, 
1982 

Novembe r 1-2, 1982 

November 2-3, 1982 . 

About week of 
December 27, 1982 

Location 

Sa s katchewan , Canada . Ai r 
Weapons Range nea r Primrose Lake . 

Indy Lake , 25 miles south of 
Sa s katoon, Sas k . 

10 miles nor th of Last Moun t a i n 
Lake , Sa sk . 

Weybur n , Sas k . a r ea . 

30-40 miles s outheast of Pi err e , 
Sout h Dakota . 

34 miles northwest of Sas kat oon , 
Sa sk . 

28 mile s northwest of Saskatoon, 
Sask . 

5 miles s outhwes t of Duval , Sask . 

18 Miles nort heast of Regina , 
Sask . 

18 miles s outh of Weyburn , Sask . 

Stanl ey County , South Dakota . 
10 miles s outh and 3 mi l es 
wes t of Ft . Pierre . 

Tripp County , South Dakota . 
10 miles south of Colome . 

Holt County , Nebraska . 45 miles 
north of Burwell nea r Dora 
Lake . 

Gre enwood County , Kans as . 
2 miles north of Eureka . 

Oklahoma- Texas border . Red 
River northwest of Gaines ville , 
Texas . 

Died a t Aransas NWR 



Year banded ; color 
combinations*; USFWS 
band No . 

19 82 : W- R(radio); 
629 -01810 

and 
1978 : RWR- B; 
599 - 09814 

Observation 
Date 

October 8- 9 , 1982 . 

October 9-10 , 1982 

Oct ober 10- 11 , 1982 

October 11-14 , 1982 

October 14-1 5 , 1982 

October 15-16 , 1982 

October 16-17, 1982 

October 17- 18, 1982 

October 18- 27 , 1982 

October 27- 28 , 1982 

October 28 - 29 , 1982 

October 29 - 30 , 1982 

October 30- 31 , 1982 

October 31-November 1 , 
1982 

November 1-2, 1982 

November 2- 3 , 1982 

Location 

Alberta , Canada . 50 miles 
southwest of Ft . Smith 

Alberta , Canada . Athabasca 
River . 68 miles north of Ft . 
McMurray . 

Saskatchewan , Canada . 16 miles 
northeas t of Primrose Lake . 

Near Gaslyn , Sask . South end 
of Stony Lake . 

16 miles north of Davi dson, 
Sask . 

25 mi . northeast of North 
Battleford , Sask . 

45 miles northeast of 
Lloydmini ster , Sask . 

18 mi l es northeast of 
Lloydminister, Sask . near North 
Sask . River . 

8 miles northwest of Nort h 
Battleford, Sask . 

Near Radville, Sask . 

Mercer County , North Dakota . 
10 miles northwest of Beulah . 

McPherson County , Sout h Dakota 
6 miles northwest of Eureka , 
Hausauer Lake . 

Walworth County , South Dakota . 
14 miles southwest of Eureka . 

Wal worth County , South Dakota . 
South s ide of Swan Lake . 

Brown County , Nebras ka . 12 miles 
south of Ainsworth . 

Caddo County , Oklahoma . Ft . Cobb 
Reservoir. 



Year banded; color 
combinat ions*; USFWS 
band No . 

1977 ; R- W; 599 - 09803 

R- ? (incompl ete ) 

R/W -Brown ( i ncomplete ) 
dnd 

1978 ; Nil -W; 599 - 098 12 
and 

R- R (incompl et e , R- R 
confirmed a t Ft . Smith 
unti l 9/15) . 

and 
1977: Nil-R; 599- 09 807 
(unlikely , bir d not seen 
since fall 1980 ) . 

Observation 
Date 

November 3- 4 , 1982 

September 20- 24 , 1982 

October 29- 30 , 1982 

November 1 , 1982 

November 17- 25 , 1982 

September 11- 25 , 1982 

R/ W-Nil (incomplete ) September 19- 22 , 1982 
and 

B/W- R/W (incompl e te) 
and 

1979 ; BWB-R/W ; 599-09825 

Wi de R- Narrow R September 20- 24 , 1982 
( incomplete ) 

and 
1978; Nil- RWR ; 599 - 098 11 

Location 

Refug i o County , Texas . 16 miles 
nor theas t of Refugio . 

Buffer Lake , Sask . 39-28- W2 . 

Brown County , Nebraska . Niobrara 
River , 2 mi l es upstream from 
Norden Bridge . 

Blaine County , Oklahoma . 6 miles 
wes t and ~ mile north of Watonga . 
T16N , R12W , Sec . 24 . 

Divide County, North Dakota. 
6 miles north of Grenora . 
T160N , R103W, Secs . 12 & 1. 

Nine miles south and 2~ miles 
east of Redfield, Sask . 
NE30-45-12-W3 . 

Seagram Lake , Sask . 
SE14- 42 - 24- W3 . 

Buffer Lake , Sask . 39 - 28 - W2 . 

*The co l or of the left l eg band appears first and the right l eg band second. 

Thanks , again , to the many cooperators . Use - site evaluations were 
continued this fall; your continued ass i s tance is essential to the 
success of the evaluat i ons. Please contact the Endangered Species Fiel d 
Office in Pierre , South Dakota, i f obs ervation details are desired (Post 
Off i ce Box 250 , Zi p 57501 , Commercial telephone : 605 / 224- 8692 or 
Feder a l Telecommunicat ions System: 782- 5226) . 
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* FALL 1982 WHOOPING CRANE TRACKHJG PLOT REPORTS 
(Confirmed and Probable Sightings Only) 

** Date TX OK KS NE SD ND Sask., 
CA 

9-10 C2-0 
9-11 c~-o 
9-14 C2-0 
9- 15 
9-1 6 ci-o; c4-o;c~-o 
9-17 C2-0·C -0 ' ::. 9-19 c~-o ~-0 9- 20 -0 
9- 22 C2-0 
9- 27 CJ-O;C2-0 
9-30 C4-0 

10-1 P1-0 
10-2 C2-0 
10-5 C2-0 
10-7 C1-0 
10-9 
10- 10 C~-1 
10- 11 C2-1 C~-l;C3-0; Cl!-O 
10-1 2 C2-0 C1-0 
10-1 3 C1-0 CJ-0 
10-1 4 C5-1·ci-l ' -10 - 15 C2-1•C2-l·C2-1 ' ' -1u-1 6 Cl-0 C4-0 C4-l;C~-l 
1 U-17 Cf-0 c.2-1 
10-1 8 c!-1 
10-20 C2-l 
10- 21 C3-0; C2-l 
10-23 P3-0 C2-l 
10- 24 c2-1 
10-27 C2-0 C2-l;C2-l;Cg-l 
10-28 P2-0· C2-l·C2-l C~-1 ' ' -10-29 C3-0;C3-0; C4-0;Ck-O c2-1;ci-1 C~-1 
1U-JO C2-1 ~,-l;C2- 0 
10-31 C8-0 C6-1 P4-0·P4-0 C -1 ' :: -11 -1 C!l-o C2-1 Cu_-1 
11 -2 C2-l C[-1 
11 - 3 C2-}_ 
11-4 C2- 0 

TOTAL REPO Tt;D SIGHTI I GS 
4 5 3 9 10 8 37 2 

G m TOTAL OBSE.iWA'i'ImJS = 78 

Alb. , 
CA 

C~-0 

c~-1 

*iacri r eport classified as confirmed (C) or probable (P) and repr e sented by numbe r of 
whooping cranes r eported : adult-young, young repor ted color-marked a r e underlined 
once ; bi r ds color- mar ked during t he period 1977-1 981 are sh01m as adults and underl ined 
twice . ..:.ii:htings from r o.di o- tracking projec t are included . 

{Hi-Fi r st date of sighting used ·whe n bi rd(s) at l o cation s eve ral days . 
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Fall 1982 11:i..gration Route of 
Radio-Tagged Whooping Crane Color-Harked Blue/1-Jhi te - Red(radio) 
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