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COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(February-May 1983) 

Whooping crane migrat ions are monitored Spring and Fall of each year . 
Si ght i ng reports are forwarded to the Endangered Species Field Office of 
the U. S . Fish and Wildlife Service , Pierre, South Dakota, by private 
individuals, Audubon, other organizations, State and Federal Conservation 
Agencies , and Canadian Wildlife Service and their cooperators in Saskatchewan 
and adjacent provinces. 

Cooperation throughout t he whoop i ng crane f lyway continues to be excellent. 
The identification of color-marked birds i s providing new information 
each migration. We can 't overemphasize the importance of observers 
looking closely for the colored l eg bandS:- Since 1977,~hirty-seven 
chicks have been color-marked . Additional marking and radio tagging is 
anticipated in 1983 . 

Whooping cr ane departures from Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, a 
sight i ng report s ummary , a map of degree- block sighting locations, 
and maps showing the migration route of two radio-tagged young birds and 
t heir par ents are included with this narrative resume. Repeat sightings 
of the same birds a t the s ame location during a stopover period 
are not included when known to be repeat s . Only s ightings classifi ed as 
confi r med , based on whooping crane r ecovery plan criteria, are shown in 
the report . Probabl e and unconfirmed sightings are not shown. All U. S . 
reports received are on r ecord in the Pi er r e Endangered Species Field 
Off ice and a re available upon r equest . 

A total of 73 whoopers arrived at Arans as National Wildlife Refuge last 
fall . This t otal included 67 adult s and subadults and 6 young-of-the
year . The mortality of 2 young during the winter reduced the population 
to 71 birds . 

A dead subadult female was found May 14, 1983 , five miles south of Edam , 
Saskatchewan, Canada. Probable cause of death was a 
viral infection. 

Two family groups with radioe d young were sucessfully monitored all the 
way t o Wood Buffalo National Park ( s ee attached maps) . The fami lies, 
which depart ed Aransa s on April 9 and 11, arrived at Wood Buffalo on 
April 22 and about May 3 . Si ghtings (s t opover s ites) resulting f rom t he 
radio- t racking pro ject a r e included i n this report . 

Recorded confi rmed observations of migrant whooping cr anes started April 
6 , 1983 , i n the United States and April 20 , 1983, i n Canada. The last 
confirmed sighting wa s on May 2 , 1983 . Si ghtings were reported from 
Saskatchewan , Canada (6); Alber ta, Canada (1); Montana (1); North Dakota 
( 5 ); South Dakota ( 2 ); Nebraska ( 3); Kansas (6); Oklahoma (1); and Texas 
(3 ). A t otal of 28 conf irmed sight ings were recorded . 



Details of Spring 1983 reported color-marked whoopers are as follows: 

Color Combinations;', 

1977; R- G; 599-09802 
and 

1978; Nil-W; 599-09812 
and 

1978; RWR-0 ; 599-09816 
and 

1979 ; BWB- G/R ; 599-09828 

1981 ; G(radio) - R/W ; 629 -
01809 

1977; Nil-R; 599- 09807 

Two birds with blue and red 
bands; incomplet e 

1982 ; G(radio)-W/R; 
629-01 812 

Observation Dat e 

April 12 , 1983 

April 25, 1983 

May 1, 1983 

April 22 , 1983 

April 9- 10, 1983 

April 10-11, 1983 

April 11-14, 1983 

April 14-15, 1983 

April 15-18, 198 3 

Apr i l 18-19, 1983 

April 19- 20 , 1983 

April 20- 21, 1983 

April 21-22, 1983 

Locat i on 

Stafford County, Kansas . 
Quivira NWR . 

9 miles south of Gladmar, 
Sask ., Canada. 1-19-W 2 

Sheri dan County , Montana . 
3 miles north of Westby . 
T36N , R58E , Sec. 1, NE\. 

Sask ., Canada . NW24-12-3 -W 3 

Milam County , Texas . 
Near Thorndale . 

Clay County, Texas . 
Near Lake Byers. 

Sheridan County, Kansas. 
12 miles north and~ mile 
eas t of Hoxie. 

Furnas County , Nebraska . 
1 mile north of Hendley. 

Custer County, Nebraska . 
3 miles north-northeast 
of Callaway. 

Perkins County, South Dakota. 
5 miles south- southwest of 
Prairie City. 

Williams County , North Dakota . 
25 miles northwest of Williston . 

8 miles south- southwest of 
Biggar , Sas k. , Canada . 

14 miles north of Ft . McMurray , 
Alb . , Canada . 



1982 ; W- R(radio ); 
629 - 01810 

and 
19 78 ; RWR- B; 599- 09814 

Apri l 11- 12 , 1983 

April 12- 16 , 198 3 

April 16-17, 1983 

Apr i l 17-18, 1983 

April 18-19, 198 3 

April 19- 20, 1983 

April 20- 30 , 1983 

April 30- May 1, 1983 

Wichi t a County, Texas . 
Near Electra . 

Barber County , Kansas . 
7 miles northeast of Ki owa. 

Staffor d County, Kansas. 
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge. 

Mitchell County, Kansas . 
5 mi les southeast of Beloit. 

Mellette County, South Dakota . 
12 miles northwes t of White 
River. 

Will iams County , Nort h Dakota. 
8 miles northwest of Willis t on. 

5 miles northeast of Mi nton, 
Sask . , Cana da. 

15 miles west and 1\ miles north 
of Meadow Lake , Sas k ., Canada. 
60-19-W3 . 

.',Toe color of the l e f t leg band appear s f irst and the right leg band s e cond . 
The met al FWS band number f ol l ows t he col or - mark ing description. 

Thanks , a gain to t he many cooperators . Us e- site evaluations were continued 
th i s Spring ; your continued as s i s t ance i s essential to the s uccess of t he 
eva luat i ons . Pl ease contact the Endangered Species Office in Pierre, Sout h 
Dakota, i f obs er vat ion details are des ired (Pos t Of fice Box 250, Zi p 57501, 
Commer cial t elephone : 60 5/2 24- 8692 or Fe der a l Telecommunications Sys t ems : 
782- 5226 ). 

Addendum to Fal l 1982 Tracking Report : 

An a dditional conf irmed Canadian s i ghting was rece ived f or the Fall of 198 2 . 
Two bi rds were observed Sept ember 23 , 1982 , near Pelican Lake, Sas katchewan . 
One bir d was co l or - banded left - blue , right-red (1977; 599- 09808 ). 
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SPRING 1983 WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PI.OT REPORTS* 
( Confirmed Sightings Only) -

Sask., Alb., 
Date** TX OK KS NE SD ND MT Canada Canada 

4-6 C4-0 
4-9 02-1 
4-10 02-T 
4-11 C"-I C2-1 
4-12 CJ.-O;ci-1_ 
4-14 C2-1 
4-15 C2-0;C2-_l 
4-16 C2-1 C2-0 
4-17 --02-1 C2-0 
4-18 =- c4-1; C2-1 C2-0 - =-4-19 ci-_l;C2-0;C4-,l 
4-20 C4-1 · C2-1 
4-21 .:.., = -
4-22 C~-0 
4-25 c1-o 
4-30 ci-l 
5-1 Cl-0 
5-2 01-0 

TOTAL REPORI'ED SIGHTINGS 

3 1 6 3 2 5 1 6 

GRAND TOTAL OBSERVATIONS a 28 

*Each report classified as confirmed (C) and represented by number of whooping cranes 
reported : aduJ.t-young, young reported color-marked are 1U1derlined once; birds color
marked during period 1977-1981 are shown as adults and underlined twice. Sightings 
from radio-tracking project are included. 

**First date of sighting used when bird(s) at locati on several days. 
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2/1 = Sightings r eported as 
adults/young. 

NOTE: Only conf inned 
sight ' ngs are included. 



Spring 1983 Migration Route of 
Radio-Tagged Whooping Crane Color-Marked Green(radio)-Wl'lite/Red 
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Spring 1983 Migration Route of 
Radio-Tagged Whooping Crane Color-Marked White-Red(radio) 
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