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U nite( S a~es Department of the Interior 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SER VICE 
1 2604 ST. PATRICK, SUITE 7 

GRAND ISLAND, EBRASKA 68803 

TO : AWE , Region 6 MAIL STOP 60120 

FROM : Nebraska State Supervisor 
Nebraska State Off:.i ce 

SUDJCCT : Coopcrati ve v-hooping Crane Tracking Project 

Attached is a r esume of whooping crane sightings reported t o our office 
during the ] 98 8 fall migration . Thank you .for your cooper ation i n 
rronitoring the mi<Jration of the whooping crane . 

Attachment 

\·CJ : jg 

c8 : or,s , Washington, D. C. 
F'WE , Salt Lake City , lIT 
FWE , Helena , MT 
J ames Lewis , Whooping Crane Coordinator , Albuquerque , NM 
Law P.nforcement District #2 , Albuquerque , NM 
Law Snforcment District ~6 , Denver , CO 
Cleveland Vaughn, SM , Onaha, Nr. (69460) 
John Cooper , SRA , Pierre , SO (69450) 
David Kraft , SFA, Bisr.iarck , ND (69 430) 
Comclis Vendel, SRA , Lenexa, KS 
Director , Patuxcnt 1-Jildlife RP.search Center , Laurel, MD 
Rod nrewien , Soda Springs , ID 
Central Flyway Rcprnsentati ,e, Golden, CO 
Refuge Manager , Aransas JWR, Austwell, TX 
Refuge Manager , Medicine Lake MR, Medicine Lake , MT (61530 ) 
Refuge r1anager , Sa t Plains Nl·:JP., Jet , OK 
Ri rd Rand i ng Laboratory , Laure:!_ , MD 
Bureau of :Rec l amatjon, Bismarck , ND 
Manager , Field Stations (35) , SD , ND , KS , NF. 
FvllS/FWF. , Tulsa , OK 



COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKH.:r.; PROJECT 

(Seoternber - December 1988) 

Whooping crane spring and tall migrations are monitored each year . 
Sighting reports are forwarrled to the Fish and Wildlife Enhancement Office 
of the U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service, Grand Island , Nebraska , by private 
individuals , the Audubon Society, other private organizations , State and 
Feder-al conservation agencies , and the Canadian Wildlife Service and their 
cooperators in Saskatchewan and ad~acent provinces . Cooperat ion throughout 
the whooping crane flyway con ti nues to be excellent. S::)eciaJ thanks go out 
to each par:-ticipant . 

Identification of color-marked birds is providing new information during 
each migration. Since 1°77 , 132 juvenile wl1ooping cranes have been color­
marked on the brcecling grounds; of these , 80 have heen accounted for 
this winter. 1n 1988 , 17 young were color-marked and 16 arrived at 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge (Aransas). We cannot over-emphasize 
the importance of observers looking closely for tlie colored leg bands . 

Whooping crane arrivals at Aransas, a sightinq report summary , and a 
map of degree-block sighting locations are includerl with this narrati vi:~ 

surrtm3.ry . Repeat sightings of the same birds at the same location during 
a stopover period arc not included when kno~m to be repeats . Only 
sightings classified as confirmr-?d , based on whoop ing crane recovery plan 
crited.a , are shown in the report. Probable and unconfirmed sightings 
are not shown . All U.S . reports received arc on record in the Grand 
Island Fish and Wildlife f.nliancement Office anct are available upon 
request. 

Arrivals a t Aransas oca.Jrred from October 7-7 through December 5 . A 
total of 134 (115 adults/subarlults and 19 young ) w,ooping cranes had 
arrived at Aransas by December 5, 1988. T~e two subadults which spent 
the surrmer at Aransas are not F.i011red in the arrival total. Since their 
arrival at Aransas, one adult hire'! and one cl1ick from family groups have 
disappeared , and are presumed dead. An additional four-year-oJ.d female , 
of a family group , was shot near Aransas by a waterfowl hunter on 
January 3, 1989 . Three subadults were l ast observed at Aransas in 
November 1988 and am considered missin9 . 'The number of bir"ds at 
Aransas, as of January 3 , 1989, was estimated to be 130. A subadult , 
believed to be 198(; chick nicknamerl "Oklahor.1a", was confirmed in late 
December in southwestern Oklahoma with sandhill cranes . This crane 
brings the number of Aransas/W:,od Buffalo Flock birds surviving to 
between 131 and 134 , depending on the fate of the three missing 
subadults . One-hundred twenty-nine whoopers derarted for the breeding 
grounds last spring ( two additional birds remained at Aransas all 
summer) ano 7-0 young fledged duri ng the summer . Under o~timum 
conditions , a total of 149 whoopers were exrected to arrive at Aransas 
this fall . As of January 3 , 1989 , one breeding pair and ten color­
banded subadults had not arrived at Aransas. 

The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrant whooping 
c ranes were August 3 in Canada and October 4 in the United States . The 



last si0hting report of migrant whoopers was on December 29. Sightings 
were reported from Saskatchewa, Canadn (16); North Dakota ( 2) ; South 
Dakota (1); Nebraska (5) ; Kansas (3); Oklahoma (8); and Texas (2) . A 
total of 37 confirmed sightings were recorded . 

Eighty percent of: the United Stat.es sightings were reported during the 
period October 18 to November 5 , 1988 . An unusual number , 33 
and 44 percent of the sightings in the United States and Canada , 
respectively , were of single birrls. A sighting of one bird along the 
south shore oE Lak.8 Mcmi t oba , riani toba , Canada , was confirmed '-Tuly 16-
29, 1988, and is not included as a nigra tional sig~ting . This was the 
first confi nned sighting in Manitoba since the spring of 1979 . 

1'hanks again to the many coor,erators . Use-site evaJuations were continued 
this spring; your continued assistance is essential to the success of thE' 
evaluations . Please contact Mr . Wally Johman, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Office in Grand Island, Nebraska , if observation details are 
desired (2604 St. Patrick Avenue, Suite 7, Grand Island, Nebraska 68803~ 
comrrercial telephone: 308/381-5571) . 

Addendum: The follrn,1ing sightinJ was rcrorted dur.i ng the spring 1988 
migration in Alberta, Canada; r1ay 2Pi-June 10, 1988; three birds; 26 mi.les 
west of Dines Creek (561 8 , lH\50; NW9 , NW?.9- 84-f5-w6). 
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(includes two subadul ts 1r1hich 
spent the summer at Aransas) 

1 21 2 
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(does not include three 
subadults , not seen since 
November, and considered 
missing ) 

13 
De cember 

2 3 
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Census Date 

Chronological arrivals at Aransas NWR, Texas ; fall 1988. Numbers do not include 
one bird wintering off the r efuGc . 



FALL 1988 WHOOPING CRANE TRACKHJG PLOT llEPOHTsa 
(Confirmed Siehtings Only) 

Dateb 

8-J 

9-1 

9-15 

9-18 

9- 27 

9- 28 

9- 29 

10-4 

10-12 

10-1 J 

10-1 Lr 

10-15 

10-17 

10-18 

10-19 

10-24 

10-26 

10-28 

10- 29 

10-30 

11-1 

11-2 

11 -3 

11-5 

12-18 

12- 29 

TX 

3-l 
1-0 

OK 

2-0 = 

1-0 

8-o 

2-0 

2-0 

2-0 = 

1-0 

1-0 
= 

TOTAL REPORTED SIGHTI NGS 
2 8 

GR.AND TOTAL OBSERVATIONS= 37 

KS 

8-1 

NE 

1-0 = 
4-0 
2- 0 

- - = 
2- 0 
= 

2-1 

4-1 

2-0 

3 5 

SD ND 

1-0 
= 

1-0 

2-1 

2 

Sask., CA 

1-0 

1-0 
= 
1-0 

1-0 

2-1·1-0· 2-0 -'= , 
2-0 

1-0 
= 

6-1 

4-0 
2-0 = 

2-1 · 1-0 ..:..,= 

!l-l 
3-0 

16 

a--Each report r epresented by numbe r of whooping crcU1es r eported: adult-young, young 
reported color-marked are underli ned once; birds color- marked during period 1977-
198 7 are shown as adults and underlined twice. 

b--First date of sighting used when bird(s) at location sever al days . 
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