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States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SER VICE 

2604 ST. PATRICK, SUITE 7 
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 68803 

January 22, )988 

TO: AWP., Region 6 MAJL S'IDP 601?.0 
Denver, CO 

FROM: Nebraska State supervisor 
Grand Islan~, Nebraska 

SUBJECT: Cooperative ~*1ooping Crane 

Attached is a resume of whooping crane sightings reporte~ to our offi ce 
during the 1987 fall migration. Thank you for your cooperation in 
monitoring the migration of the whooping crane . 

Attachment 

W3J: j h 

cc: OES, Washington, D.C. 
FWF., Salt Lake City, UT 
FWr., Helena, MT 
James I.ewis, Whooping Crane Coordinator, Albuquerque, NM 
I.aw Enforcement District #2, Albuque rque , ~lM 
Law Enforcment District #6, Denve r, m 
Cleveland Vaughn, SHA, Qnaha, NE (69 460 ) 
John Cooper, SRA, Pierre, SD (69~50) 
David Kraft, SRA, Bismarck, ND (69430) 
CorneJis Vendel, SP-A, Lenexa, KS 
Director, Patuxent Wildlife P.escarch Center, Laure l, MD 
Rod Drewien, Soda Springs, ID 
Central Flyway Representative, Golden , m 
Refuge Manager, Aransas NWR, Austwell, TX 
Refuge Manager, Medicine Lake NWR, M8dicine Lake, MT (61530) 
Refuge Manager, Salt Plains NWR, Jet, OK 
Bird ~anding laboratory, Laurel, MD 
Bureau of Reclamation, Bismarck, ND 
Manager , Fiel~ Stations (35) , SD, ND, KS , NP. 
FWS/FWE, Tulsa, OK 
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COOPERATIVE v-iHOOPit-X:; CRANE TRACKING PROJr,CT 

( September - December 1987) 

~oop~ng crane spring and fall migrations are monitored each year. 
S1ght1ng rcparts are forwarded to the Fish and Wildlife Enhancement Office 
?f ~h~ U.S. fish and Wildlife Service, Grand Island, Nebraska, by private 
1nd1v1duals, the Audubon Society, other private organizations, State and 
Federal conservation agencies, and the Canadian Wildlife Service and their 
cooperato:s in Saskatchewan and adjacent provinces. Cooperation throughout 
the whooping crane flyway continues to be excellent. Special thanks go out 
to each oarticipant. -

Identification of color-marked birds is providing new information during 
each migration. Since 1977, 115 juvenile whooping cranes have been color
marked on the breeding grounds; of these, 77 have been accounted for this 
winter. In 1987, 2] young ~re color-marked and 20 arrived at Aransas. One 
color-marked chick is wintering off the refuge. \~ cannot over-emphasize 
the imPOrtance of observers looking closely for the colored leg bands. 

Whooping crane arrivals at Aransas National Wildlife RP.fuge, a sighting 
report surrunary, and a map of degree-block sighting locations are included 
with this narrative summary. Repeat sightings of the same birds at the same 
location during a stopover periCXJ are not included when known to be repeats. 
Only sightings classif ied as confirmed, based on whooping crane rP.Covery plan 
criteria, are shown in the report. Probable and unconfirmed sightings are 
not shown. All u. s. reports received are on recom in the Grand Island 
Fish and Wildlife Enhancement Office and are available upon request. 

/.rri vals at Aransas occurred !:rom October 23 through December JO. A total 
of 132 whoopers (108 adults/subaiults and 24 young) were reported at 
Aransas on December 10, 1987 . Since their arrival at Aransas, two adult birds 
fran family groups have disapi:eared, and are presumed dead. The n~r of 
birds at Aransas, as of January l, ]988, was estimated to be 130. An 
additional chick is winterina alone, near Amarillo, Texas, and a subadult is 
wintering north o~ Aransas with sandhill cranes. This subadult is the 1986 
chick which spent last winter with sanohill cranes in Oklahana. These cranes 
bring the number of Aransas/hbcxi Buffalo birds surviving to 132. One-hunored 
nine whoopers departed for the breeding grounds last spring and 25 young 
fledged during the summer. Under optimum condi ti.ons, a total of 134 whoopers 
were anticipated at Aransas this fall. There was apparently no oversummer 
whoO[)er mortality, a circumstance which has not occurred since 1976. 

'Il'le first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrant whooping 
cranes were September 6 in Canada and Cctober 4 in the United States. 'Il'le 
last sighting re90rt. of migrant whoopers was on December 4. Sightings were 
renorted from Saskatchewan, Canada (9); North Dakota (2); South Dakota (2); 
Nebraska ( 8 ) ; Kansas (] l) ; Oklahana ( 15) ; and Texas ( 2) • A total of '19 
confirmed sig~tings were recorded. A record number (40) of confirmed 
sightings were reported in the United States. 



/ 

'Jhe initial front of migrating whoopers arrived in Kansas on October 20 and 
21. Twenty birds were ohserved at Quivira National Wildlife Pefuge, 
Kansas, on October 21, and at least 14 additional birds were confirmed in 
the Great P....end, Kansas, area on October 22 and 23. Many of the Kansas 
birds moved on to Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge, Oklahana, where 11 
whoo9Crs were observed on or near the refuge on October 23. The ma _ior 
influx of birds at Aransas began October 27 and approximately 80 percent of 
the Aransas arrivals occurred between October 27 and l'bvember 12. The last 
family did not arrive at Aransas until ahout Cecember 10, setting late date 
Eall migration records in both Nebraska and Kansas entoute. 
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* FALL 1987 WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PLOT REPORTS 
(Confirmed Sight i ngs Only) 

Date ** TX OK KS NE SD ND Sask., CA 

9-6 8-0 

9-12 2-1 

9-1 8 1-0 

9-26 2-0 

10-4 2-0 
= 

10-18 1-0 
= 

10-20 2-1 
10-21 11 - J..; 2-1 ; 4- 1 2- 0 4-1 :z: = 
10-22 5-1 2-1 

a::, -

10-23 2-0· 2- 1 · 4- 2 ' _, - 6 - 2 -
10-24 2-1 ~-l 2-0 

= 10- 26 1- 0 ; ~- 0 ; 2- 1 

10-28 l.i.- 2 6 - 2 -10 - 29 2- 1 

10- 30 ,?.- .1_; 2-]_ 
10- 31 2- 1 2- 1 4-1· 2- 1 ,_ - 2- 1 
11-1 2- 1 
11-2 2-1 

11-3 5-0 
11-4 4- 1; 2- 0 

11 - 5 6- 2 -11-6 2-0 · 2- 1 , .... -
11-7 1-0 
11-8 0-1 
11-9 1- 0 2- 1 -
11 - 10 0-1 -
11-30 1-0 

12- 4 2- 1 -
TOTAL nEPOtl ED SIGHTINGS 

2 15 11 8 2 2 9 
G1UuW '.i'O' 'AL OBSERV. TI0··,:S=49 

~-*Each report r epresented by number of whooping cranes r eport ed : adult -young, young 
r eported color- marked are under lined once ; birds color- narked during period 1977- 1986 are shovm as adults and underli ned t wice . 

1l-*Fir st date of s i ghting u sed when bird(s ) at l ocation sever al days . 
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