
United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Ecological Services 
Nebraska Field Office 

203 West Second Street 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

February 1, 1996 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Geographic ARD, COKANUT, MS 60140 

From: 
f\ct\ni 

Nebraska Field Supervisor ~ ~a ~~4d-
Subject: Cooperative Whooping Crane Tracking Projectcj-

The attached report documents whooping crane sightings reported 
to our office during the 1995 fall migration. We thank everyone 
involved for their cooperation in monitoring the whooping crane 
migration. 

Please contact Mr. Wally Jobman of our staff at the above address 
or telephone (308)382-6468, ext. 16, if additional information is 
needed. 

Attachment 

cc: EHC, Washington, D.C. 
ES, Salt Lake City , UT 
ES, Helena, MT 
ES, Cheyenne, WY 
ES, Bismarck, ND 
ES, Pierre, SD 
ES, Billings, MT 
ES, Manhattan, KS 
ES, Tulsa, OK 
ES, Arlington, TX 
James Lewis, Whooping Crane Coordinator, Albuquerque, NM 
Law Enforcement District #2, Albuquerque, NM 
Law Enforcement District #6, Denver, CO 
SA, Pierre, SD 
Manny Medina, SRA , Wichita, KS 
Director, Patuxent Wildli f e Research Center, Laurel, MD 
Rod Drewien, Soda Spri ngs , I D 
Central Flyway Representative, Golden, CO 
Refuge Manager, Aransas NWR , Austwell, TX 
Refuge Manager, Medic i ne Lake NWR, Medicine 
Refuge Manager, Salt Plains NWR, Jet, OK 
Bird Banding Laboratory, Laurel, MD 
Warren Hill, National Par k Service, O'Neill, 
RW Field Offices (19), SD, ND , KS, NE 
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COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(August 1995 - December 1995) 

Whooping crane spring and fall migrations are monitored each 
year. Sighting reports are forwarded to the Ecological Services 
Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Grand Island, 
Nebraska, by private individuals, the National Audubon Society, 
other private organizations, State and Federal conservation 
agencies, and the Canadian Wildlife Service. Cooperation 
throughout the whooping crane flyway continues to be excellent. 
Special thanks go out to each participant. 

Between 1977 and 1988, 132 juvenile whooping cranes were color
marked on the breeding giounu::.; of t_j:'1ese 45 were acGounted for 
during the winter of 1994-95. Twelve color-marked cranes were 
observed during the fall migration. All sightings of color
marked whooping cranes during migration are maintained at the 
Grand Island office. We cannot over-emphasize the importance of 
observers looking closely for the colored leg bands. 

Whooping crane departures from Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
(Aransas) {Fig. 1), a sighting report summary {Table 1), and a 
map of degree-block sighting locations {Fig. 2) are included with 
this narrative summary. Repeat sightings of the same birds at 
the same location during a stopover period are not included when 
known to be repeats. Only sightings classified as confirmed, 
based on whooping crane recovery plan criteria, are shown in the 
report. Probable and unconfirmed sightings are not shown. All 
whooping crane reports received from the United States are on 
record in the Grand Island Ecological Services Field Office and 
are available upon request. 

One hundred thirty-one cranes began the 1995 spring migration. 
Two additional birds spent the summer at Aransas. Nest surveys 
during May confirmed a record 47 nests. Forty-two chicks were 
located during June surveys, and surveys during August determined 
th~t 3.t lea.st 25 chiclts w~re surviving. 'Under cpti:rriwu conditions 
about 156 birds were expected to arrive at Aransas last fall. 
The first arrival at Aransas (two birds) was confirmed on October 
24. ~ total of 155 (127 adult/subadult, and 28 young) whooping 
craneJ are wintering at Aransas. The total number of birds and 
number of young at Aransas are record numbers. 

The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrating 
whooping cranes were July 13 in Canada and September 21 in the 
United States (Table 1). The last sighting date was November 6. 
sightings were reported from Alberta, Canada (1); Saskatchewan, 
Canada (34); North Dakota (4); South Dakota (1); Nebraska (4); 
Kansas (10); and Oklahoma (2). 

Weather during September and October was mild with minor 
disturbances on September 20 and October 23, which caused snow 
over the Northern Great Plains. The first significant outbreak 
of cold air occurred during the week of November 5. Based on 
reported sightings, the peak of the migration occurred between 
October 21 and November 3. On October 30, thirty whooping cranes 



were confirmed on the ground in Kansas. Unlike the fall of 1994, 
when there were two or more whooping cranes present at Cheyenne 
Bottoms State Wildlife Area in Kansas between October 13 and 
November 29, the birds did not linger long at any location, and 
the the migration progressed quite rapidly. By November 7, one 
hundred twenty-two birds had arrived at Aransas. 

Thanks again to the many cooperators. Use-site evaluations were 
continued this fall. Your continued assistance is essential to 
the evaluations. Please contact Mr. Wally Jobman, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, in Grand Island, Nebraska, if observation 
details are desired (203 West Second Street, Federal Building, 
Second Floor, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801; commercial telephone: 
(308)382-6468, ext. 16, or FAX (308)384-8835). 

WGJ(D)TracFa.95 



160 

1b0 

130 

120 

110 

100 

. ' Ill 90 

~ 
"' .. a ao 

! 
,!,. 

1M 70 
0 

so 

30 

20 

10 

0 

(122) 

(11) 

26 1 7 
October 

(155) . (155) 

13 22 29 7 12 
November December 

Census Date 

23 
January 

Fig. 1. Chronological arrival of whooping cranes at Aransas Nt'ffi, Texas: 
fn 11 l 995. Nt1mhPr!=: i nrl 11nP ?. hirds which S1111TTEred at Aransas. 



Table 1. Date, State or Province of occurrence, and number of b;i.rds 
observed in confinred whooping crane sightings refX)rted during the 
fall 1995 migration.a 

b Date 

5-15 
7-13 
8-6 
8-17 
8-24 
8-30 
8-31 
9-5 
9-6 
9-8 
9-13 
9-15 
9-16 
9-19 
9-20 
9-21 
9-22 
9-23 
9-24 
9-29 

10-2 
10-6 
10-9 
10-10 
10-14 
10-15 
10-21 
10-22 
10-24 
10-25 
10-26 
10-27 
10-29 
10-30 
10-31 
11-3 
11-6 

OK 

1-0 

2-1 

ICS NE 

2-0 

3-0;4-0 
3-0 
2-0 

10-3;ll-2;4-0 
5-.3 

3..-0 
' 5-0 

8-2 1-0 
1-0 

'TOTAL REPORI'ED SIGHTINGS 
2 10 4 

SD 

4-1 

1 

k CAC 
ND· Sas ., 

1-0 
1-0 
1-0 
2-0 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 
2-0 

1-0;2-0 
1-0 
1-0 
2-0 

3-0;2-l 
1-0 

1-0 1-0 
2-1 
2-0 
2-0 
2-0 
4-0 
1-0 

2-0;2-1;2-0;2-0 
2-0 

1-0;1-0;l-O 
2-0 

2.-0 3-0 

10-0;1-0 2-0 

4 35 

a Each report represented by number of whooping cranes reported: adult-young. 
Sightings in which color-banded birds were present are underlined. 

b funth-day; first date of sighting used when bird(_s} at location several days. 
c The 5-15 sighting was a bird whi:ch sumrered in Alberta, Canada. 
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;Fig. 2. Number of con£inred whoop:ing si:ght:ings, re:ported :ill each degree-block, 
during the fall 1995 migration; · 


