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.1984 LAND USE PLAN - UNION SLOUGH NWR 

The provisions of the Land Use Plan approved by Region 3 on July 26, 1972 and 
annual amendments thereafter apply. This program provides for annual land use 
practices during 1984: cooperative farming, force account farming, haying, 
prescribed burning and seeding of native grasses. 

Cooperative farming will consist of 30 acres in Farm Unit A-1. Ten acres of 
previous corn planted 'in 1983 will be worked and planted to soybeans. Ten 
acres of hay ground, idle since 1980, will be worked and planted to corn. An 
additional ten acres of previous corn will be worked and planted to oats/hay 
and pasture mix at a rate of 10 lbs./acre mix and 2 bushel oats/acre. Hay and 
pasture mix (Blend-~fil) consists of 40% alfalfa, 30% medium red clover, 15% 

'"timothy and 15% alsike clover. One-third of the total crop (estimated at 10 
acres) will be left unharvested .as refuge share. Corn acreage will provide . 
supplemental winter food for resident white-tailed deer and pheasant popula
tions. EstablishiDent of hay and pasture mix will provide future nesting cover 
for upland game and waterfowl. 

Force account planting will consist of planting three food plots (Units A-2, 
A-4 and A-6) totaling 27 acres to a com/sorghum sudangrass mixture (9 acres), 
plowdown/oats mixture (9 acres) or fall plowing plowdown/oats mixture planted 
in 1983 and.seeding to winter wheat. See attached map for food plot rotation. 
At only limited cost to the refuge, food plots help insure winter survival of 
refuge wildlife living amidst a winter barren and heavily agricultural commun-

. ity •. 

Grazing and having will not be conducted in 1984. Future refuge programs may 
however require some haying as an upland management tool. 

Low volatile 2-4D ester will again be applied, by the refuge's certified appli
cator, to selected areas of the refuge for Canada thistle control in accordance 
with state regulations. 

The 1984 prescribed burning program will be conducted during latter April and 
early May on 4 separate blocks totaling 125 acres. Encroaching willow, buck
brush and plum thickets are main target species. Rejuvenation of existing but 
inhibited native grass stands is an equally important objective. Improving 
refuge nesting cover will benefit upland game and waterfowl common to the area 
during nesting season. 

Force account farming, cooperative farming and planned prescribed burning activ
ities are illustr~ted ·on the attached map. 
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Seeded to 
Native Grasses (1983) 

Com 
(10 acres) 

Soybeans 
(10 acres) 

Medium Nesting Cover 
(10 acres) 
Leave idle 

Hay & Pasture Mix/Oats 
(10 acres) 

County Road 

/( 

Refuge Cooperative Farming - Farm Unit A-1 

Refuge Food Plot Rotation · 

Plowdow/Oats 
(1/3) 

Com/Sorghum Sudangrass 
(1/3) 

Plowdown/Oats Mixture 
(1/3) 

Plow under in fall & 
seed to winter wheat 

{

40% alfalfa 
Mixture 30% medium red clover 

15% timothy 
15% alsike clover 
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