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October 8, 2014

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

Ms. Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Mr. Daniel M. Ashe

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW

Room 3331

Washington, DC 20240-0001

Mr. Steve Spangle

Field Supervisor

Arizona Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2321 West Royal Palm Rd, Suite 103
Phoenix, Arizona 85021-4915

Re:  Petition to Delist the Acuiia Cactus (Echinomastus erectocentrus var.
acunensis) Under the Endangered Species Act

Dear Ms. Jewell and Messrs. Ashe and Spangle:

On behalf of Freeport-McMoRan Minerals Coxporation (Petitioner), we are petitioning
the U.S. Fish. and~Wlldhfe Service to delist the plant species Echinomastus erectocentrus var.
acunensis, also gm%a&ﬂ"ae fapuﬁa'bactus pursuant to 16 U.S.C. § 1533 and 50 C.F.R. § 424.14.
The information supporting this Petition is set forth below and in the attached scientific report,
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A. Information concerning the Petitioner.

The name of the Petitioner is Freeport-McMoRan Minerals Corporation. The Petitioner’s
address is 333 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004.

The Petitioner’s counsel in this matter is Norman D. James. The address of the
Petitioner’s counsel is Fennemore Craig, 2394 East Camelback Road, Suite 600, Phoenix, AZ
85016-3429. The telephone number of Petitioner’s counsel is 602-916-5346.

B. Information concerning the species involved.

The species that is the subject of the Petition is the plant species Echinomastus
erectocentrus var. acunensis, also known as the acufia cactus. The acufia cactus has been
classified as endangered and added to the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants, at 50 C.F.R. § 17.12(h), under the Endangered Species Act. See 78 Fed. Reg. 60608
(Oct. 1, 2013).

i The Petitioner’s interest in the species.

The Petitioner submitted comments on the proposed listing rule in Docket No. FWS-R2—-
ES-2012-0061, opposing the listing of this species. Acuiia cactus are found on land owned or
controlled by a subsidiary of the Petitioner, including federal land on which unpatented mining
claims are located, that are used in connection with the Ajo Mine, in Pima County, Arizona.

D. Administrative action requested.

The petitioner requests that the acufia cactus be removed from the List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants on the following grounds:

1. A new taxonomic treatment specific to this taxon, published in 2014, concludes
that the acufia cactus is not a valid taxon and is instead synonymous with a more common and
widely dispersed taxon, E. johnsonii;

2 Newly-discovered populations of acufia cactus demonstrate that this cactus has a
wider range than was assumed by the Fish and Wildlife Service in the 2013 final listing rule; and

3. Flawed and inadequate survey methodology overstated the decline in acufia cactus
populations.
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E. Narrative justification for requested action.

A detailed narrative justification for the requested administrative action is provided in the
enclosed scientific report entitled Technical Report in Support of Petition to Delist Acufia Cactus
(Echinomastus Erectocentrus Var. Acunensis) Under the Endangered Species Act, prepared by
WestLand Resources, Inc. This report is a part of and supports this Petition.

Based on the foregoing, the Petitioner requests that the Fish and Wildlife Service
promptly publish a proposed rule removing the acufia cactus from the List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants and, not more than one year thereafter, publish a final rule
removing the acufia cactus from the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants.

In the event that you have any questions or require any additional information, please
contact the undersigned. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C.
//) N YW @W
Norman D. J

Encl: WestLand Resources, Inc., Technical Report in Support of Petition to Delist Acuna
Cactus (Echinomastus Erectocentrus Var. Acunensis) Under the Endangered Species Act
(Aug. 2014)
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